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The meeting was called to order at 10.30 a.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 103: ADMINIS'rRATIVE AND BUDGETARY CO-ORDINATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
WITH THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES .AND THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY: REPORT 
OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS (continued) 
(A/32/3 (chap. VII, sect. A), A/32/315) 

l. r~. ABRASZEWSKI (Poland) welcomed the useful information in the .Advisory 
Committee 1 s report (.A/32/315) concerning the rate of growth of budgets, resources 
devoted to technical co-operation , and scales of assessment. The figures quoted 
by the Advisory Co1maittee underlined the paramount importance of examining the 
broad lines of budgetary policy within the system. According to document A/32/315, 
total expenditure in 1977 would be of the order of $2,641 million, and about half 
the increase over the two-year period 1975-1977 was accounted for by the growth of 
the regular budgets (para. 5). Because his delegation considered that the regular 
budgets should be used essentially for administrative purposes and that 
extrabudgetary resources were better suited to providing a response to the economic 
and social needs of developing countries~ it noted with concern that the former had 
grown more rapidly than the latter. 

2. The Polish delegation trusted that the agencies would review their network of 
liaison offices vrith a view to making maximum use of joint representation 
arrangements. It hoped that the Advisory Committee would continue to conduct 
in-depth studies of particular problems and drew attention to the many interesting 
suggestions that had been made in that regard at the thirty-first session. 

3. Mr. SEKYI (Ghana) said that, in view· of the growing need for action to promote 
development and the fact that the gap between the "haves" and the "have-nots" was 
continuing to widen, the growth in the regular budgets of the system was not 
exaggerated, although it was regrettable that in percentage terms it had outstripped 
the growth of extrabudgetary resources. He trusted that further efforts v70uld be 
made to remedy that situation. 

4. With respect to liaison, the Advisory Committee should achieve a balance 
between a search for economies and an awareness of the substantive importance of the 
liaison offices. In that respect, the rank of the head of a liaison office provided 
a good indication of the importance attached by the agency concerned to developments 
at Headquarters. He emphasized the importance of properly staffed liaison offices 
so that delegations could hold useful dialogues with fairly senior personnel, 
especially during General Assembly sessions. He noted that a number of African 
delegations had been unable to obtain information on ECA during the consideration 
of the budget estimates for the Commission. 

5. ~. BOMELE (Zaire) said that co-ordination should not be limited to the 
elimination of duplication and overlapping; rather, it required the concerted 
efforts of all the specialized agencies when drawing up programmes designed to 
attain the objectives set by the legislative bodies. 
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6. Lil~e the Advisory Committee, his delegation regretted the lack of 
standardization in the agencies' regular budgets because, to the extent that casual 
income had not been excluded, those figures did not shov how much 1ras contributed 
by Member States by way of assessments in any csiven year. The adoption of programme 
budgeting was in itself a considerable step towards sound co-ordination. However, 
in addition, methods of programme evaluation and budgetary presentation should be 
harmonized as far as possible, 1vith a vie1v to the adoption of a uniform budgetary 
terminology throughout the system. Of particular concern Here the different methods 
of calculating the maintenance base of the budget and the practice of semi-full 
budgeting, \·Thereby, contrary to the principle advocated by ACC, the budget estimates 
did not reflect all the salary and price movements forseeable during the period 
under revieH. His delegation would like the Fifth Committee to make a thorough 
examination of the question of harmonizing budget methods and cycles, bearing in 
mind that it -vras desirable in some cases to preserve the budget cycles currently 
applied, as in the case of 1-lMO. 

7. His delegation w·elcomed the austerity measures adopted by a number of agencies 
during the past four years in respect of r2cruitment, overtime, travel costs and the 
use of consultants. Such measures Here desirable in order to absorb the additional 
costs arising from inflation but should not serve as a pretext to prune technical 
co~operation procrammes. 

8. His delegation was concerned about the frequent instances of lack of 
co- ordination during the implementation of operational development projects and the 
fact that the UNDP fi ve-ycar progranuning cycle fitted m-rkYrardly into the biennial 
budgeting system of the United Nations and other executing agencies. Bearing in 
mind the content of paragraph 14 of document A/32/315, his delegation hoped that 
the Fifth Committee would address itself to the organizational problems which 
affected the structure of the United ~ations system as a whole . 

9. In vie1-r of the cost of maintaining liaison offices, his delegation considered 
that the specialized agencies should streamline their representation at Headquarters 
in the 1vays advocated in paragraphs 203 to 205 of document A/32/315. 

10. Mr. MSELLE (Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions), speaking i·lith reference to the comments made by some representatives in 
the Fifth Committee on representation of the agencies in the Committee, recalled 
the comments made by the Advisory Committee in paragraphs 203 and 205 of the report 
in document A/32/315. He pointed out that, if agencies pooled their resources in 
the Fifth Committee when matters of common interest to them were being considered, 
then it would not be necessary for all agencies to send their representatives to the 
Committee. The pertinent question to ask therefore vrould be hmr many agencies had 
agreed to assist each other in the Fifth Committee. 
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ll. Hr . BHAGHAT-SII'JGH (Office for Inter-Agency Affairs and Co-ordination) said he 
regretted that no representatives of the specialized agencies had been present at a 
recent meeting uhen an item of interest to them had been discussed. The agencies 
endeavoured to follow the \vork of the General Assembly on all items of relevance to 
their activities; their lack of representation at that particular meeting had been 
exceptional. He hoped that the Committee secretariat -vrould be able to inform the 
agencies or his Office whenever the Committee vras likely to take up items of 
special interest to the agencies. 

12. Mr. ANVAR (Secretary of the Committee ) said that the Corrunittee secretariat 
-vrould endeavour to continue to keep the agencies and the Office for Inter-Agency 
Affairs and Co-ordination informed about progress on items of interest to them but, 
in vie1-r of its limited size, it could not assume absolute responsibility in that 
regard. 

13. Mr. OREBI (Food and Agriculture Ore;anization of the United Nations) said that 
he had been followine; assiduously the proceedinr.;s which \Vere of concern to FAO. 
His absence from one meetine; at 1Vhich agenda item 103 had been discussed had been 
due to a lack of co-·ordination, for which he apologized. Hith respect to joint 
representation, he said that he passed on information to HHO and ILO when t:ueir 
representatives were absent from meetings. 

14. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Committee should recommend to the General 
Assembly that it : take note with appreciation of the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions relating to administrative and 
budgetary co-ordination of the United Nations with the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency; concur with the observations and comments of 
the Advisory Committee contained in its report ; request the Secretary-General to 
refer to the executive heads of the organizations of the United Nations system, 
through the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, matters arising out of the 
report and the related discussions in the Fifth Committee; and transmit the report 
to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the Board of Auditors, the 
members of the Panel of External Auditors and the Joint Inspection Unit for their 
information. 

15. It was so decided. 

16. Mr . SEKYI (Ghana) drew attention to his delegation ' s reservations about 
document A/32/315, particularly the recommendations in part IV of that report. 

17. The CHAiill~T announced that the Committee had concluded its consideration of 
agenda item 103. 

AGENDA ITEM 110: UNITED NATIONS PENSION SYSTEM (continued) 

(a) REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION BOARD (contjnued) (A/32/9 and 
Add.l, A/32/319) 

18. Mr. OKEYO (Chairman of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board), 
responding to a request made by the Soviet delegation at the 45th meeting, read out 
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paragraph 58 of the Board's report and part I , paragraph 3, of General Assembly 
resolution 31/196. In his opinion, it was clear that paragraph 58 merely restated 
the obvious and changed nothing in the General Assembly resolution, which used the 
word "guidelinesn and not the word "constraints". He drevr attention to the fact 
that the Board, in paragraph 58, indicated that it regarded as a proviso the General 
Assembly stipulation that the new scheme should 11not require an increase in the 
present or future financial liabilities of Hember States 11 (resolution 31/196 , 
part I, para. 3). As he had said in his introductory remarks, he had been impressed 
by the care vrith which members of the Board had sought to interpret the -.rishes 
expressed by the General Assembly at the thirty-first session and to establish as 
clearly as possible the meaning of the relevant provision of the resolution in 
question. 

19. The Soviet delegation had also requested specific data about the actuarial 
implications for the Fund of the transfer of the pension rights of United Nations 
staff members who entered the service of the European Communities. He had with him 
some sample figures which he would be pleased to submit to the Soviet delegation 
for study. Draw·ing attention to his earlier comments (A/C.5/32/SR.45, para. 4), he 
said that the necessary safeguards were built into the draft Agreement, vrhich had 
been approved by the Pension Board at its most recent session. 

20. Mr. SAFRONCHill( (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation 
l•laS satisfied that the Board understood the thrust of part I, paragraph 3, of 
General Assembly resolution 31/196. However, it wished to study the figures to 
which the Chairman of the Pension Board had referred before a decision was taken on 
part IV of the draft resolution submitted by the Board for adoption (A/32/9, 
annex V). 

21. The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the French delegation had withdra1m 
its amendment to part III of the draft resolution submitted by the Board. It would 
be recalled that the Committee at its 46th meeting had adopted a draft resolution 
concerning the participation of IFAD in the United Nations common system for the 
regulation and co-ordination of the conditions of staff employment. 

22. Mr. NAUDY (France) said that the admission of IFAD to membership in the Pension 
Fund was closely bound up vrith the question of its participation in the United 
Nations common system and its acceptance of the ICSC statute. His delegation 
therefore had reservations about taking a final decision on part III of the draft 
resolution in question until the position of IFAD on that question was known. 

23. Mr. Al\JDRIANKIRIJA (Madagascar), referring to part III of the draft resolution 
submitted by the Pension Board (A/32/9, annex V), said that IFAD was free to decide 
whether it wished to join the Pension Fund or not, but the General Assembly could 
not decide to admit IFAD to membership in the Fund until IFAD had actually applied 
for membership. To his knowledge, no such application had been r eceived. He 
therefore proposed that, in part III of the draft resolution, the 1vords nDecides 
to admit the International Fund for Agricultural Development to membership in the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund ... "should be amended to read 11Invites 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development, once constituted, to join the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund rt 
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24. The _Q_B-AIRMA.N pointed out that the Second Committee was 
relationship ae;reement bet1-reen the United 1Tations and IFAD. 
that the Committee adopt parts I~ II, IV and V of the draft 
part III once a decision had been taken on the relationship 

considering the 
He therefore su~gested 

resolution and consider 
agreement. 

25. J·1r. SCHMIDT (Federal Republic of Germany) ~ referrine: to the amendment proposed 
by the representative of Madagascar~ said that, according to the report of the 
Pension Board, the latter had received an application from the Preparatory 
Commission of IFAD for that organization, upon its establishment, to become a 
member organization of the Fund (A/32/9, para. 26). There was therefore no point 
in 11 inviting11 IFAD to join the Pension Fund, since IFAD had already expressed its 
wishes in that respect. The text proposed by the Pension Board should therefore 
remain unchanged. v!ith respect to the Chairman's suggestion, postponing the 
decision on part III of the draft resolution i·rould serve no useful purpose, since 
the Gener81 Assembly could decide either to accept or reject the relationship 
agreement with IFAD but could not amend it, and the factors affecting the Fifth 
Committee's decision on the admission of IFAD to the Pension Fund vrould therefore 
remain unchanged. In particular, it would still not be kno1m whether IFAD would 
participate wholly or partially in the common system. According to part III of the 
draft resolution, the admission of IFAD to the Pension Fund 1vould take effect from 
the date on which IFAD became a specialized agency of the United Nations. If IFAD 
did not become a specialized agency~ part III of the draft resolution would merely 
become null and void. His delegation supported the admission of IFAD to membership 
in the Pension Fund. 

26. Mr. OKEYO (Chairman of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board) emphasized 
the fact that, according to part III of the draft resolution submitted by the 
Pension Board, a decision by the Fifth Committee to admit IFAD to the Pension Fund 
would take effect only if IFAD became a specialized agency. However , he w·ould have 
no objection to postponing a decision on part III of the draft resolution. 

27. l'1r . MSELLE (Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions) said that the Second and Fifth Committees could take a decision on the 
matter immediately but need not submit their recommendations to the General Assembly 
until the position of IFAD had become known. Even if the Committees' 
recommendations were submitted to the General Assembly, the latter would not act 
upon those recommendations until it had been informed of the decision of IFAD with 
respect to the relationship a greement. The same applied to the recommendations 
Hhich the Fifth Committee would have to make i·rith respect to articles VII , VIII and 
IX of the relationship agreement itself. 

28. Mr. FALL (Senegal) said that his delegation did not support the amendment 
proposed by the representative of Madagascar to part III of the draft resolution 
under discussion. If the General Assembly decided merely to 11 invite 11 IFAD to join 
the Pension Fund, it would subsequently have to take another decision to admit IFAD 
to the Fund. 

29. Mr. GARRIDO (Philippines), supported by Mr . A..l\JDRIANKI_!UJA (Madagascar), 
suggested that the Conmittee take a decision on the draft resolution as a whole; if 
changes became necessary, they could be dealt vrith by the General Assembly. 
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30. t'lr . SAFROi:JCHUK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, although his 
delegation had n-ot had enou~jh time to study in detail the information submitted by 
the Chairman of the Pension Doard, it did appear that the proposed agreement 
betvreen the Pension Board and the Commission of the J?uropean Communities 1.rould have 
a negative effect on the Pension Fund. The adiTerse conseq_uences li' i p:ht be even more 
serious than had at first been thought, depending on the number of staff members 
vrho joined or left the Fund. Accordingly, if part IV of the draft resolution 
proposed by the Pension Board was put to a separate vote, his delegation ~-rould 
abstain. However, if the Committee wished to adopt the draft resolution by 
consensus, his delegation 1-muld not object, provided that its comments vrere taken 
into account and provided that the possible negative effects of the a e~eement 

bet1-reen the Pension Board and the Commission of the JI:uropean Cmmnunities 1-rould not 
lead to an increase in the contributions of T1ember States . 

31. The CHAIRMAN said that, if he heard no objection, he w·ould take it that the 
Committee wished to adopt by consensus the draft resolution on the report of the 
United nations Joint Staff Pension Board (A/32/9, annex V). 

32. It was so decided . 

33. Hr. SAFRONCHUK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) reiterated the req_uest 
he had made at the previous meeting (A/C.5/32/SR.49) for information related to 
the refund of contributions to member organizations. The Secretariat should 
indicate not only the sums of money but also the number of staff members involved. 
The information should be submitted in >rriting. 

34. The CHAIRMAN announced that the Committee had concluded its consi6.eration of 
agenda item 110. 

AGENDA ITEH 100: PROPOSED PROGRM1:ME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 1978-1979 (continued) 
(A/32/6, A/32/8, A/32/38; A/C.5/32/l2 and 13) 

Iro.plications of the recommendations of the Committee for Prograrmne and 
Co-ordination (A/32/8/ Add.l4 , A/32/38; A/C. 5/32/26 ;, A/C. 5/32/r:.lST--

35. Mr. HSELLE (Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and B:.tdl\etary 
Questions) said that the Advisory Committee had had to proceed w·i th great caution 
in deciding vrhich topics it should comment on in its report (A/32/G/Ac1d.l4) . The 
Advisory Committee had dealt with those q_uestions which it regarded as falling 
within its sphere of competence and had left political questions, such as that of 
the role of CPC and ACAB0 in programming , planning and budP,eting, to the 
Fifth Committee. Paragraphs l to 12 of the report referred briefly to the 
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recommendations of CPC and the Secretary-General 1 s attempt to estimate the 
implications of those recommendations and to relate the financial implications to 
·che relevant recommendations of ACABQ. 

36. Paragraphs 13 to 17 of the report dealt with the Advisory Corrmittee's 
observations. 'l'he Committee believed that the report of the Secretary-General >·ras 
more than a straight statement of financial implications; the reasons for that 
belief 1-1ere stated in paragraph 14, which also pointed out the problems involved in 
the mechanical application of the rating system and suggested that the problem 
could be minimized by placing greater emphasis on the establishment of clear 
priorities. In so doing, attempts should be made to avoid mixing priorities and 
resources. For one thing , an item might be given a high priority but b e assigned 
a lesser quantura of resources. 

37. The Corooilttee had not been able to apply all the recommendations of CPC in its 
first report, because it had not lmm.m at the time which recommendations -vwuld be 
ace ;pted or what revised resources the Secretary-General -vrould need in order to 
implement such recommendations as -vrere accepted. After exchanging views with the 
representatives of the Secretary-General concerning the modalities of the proposed 
transfer of resources to the regional commissions, the Committee had concluded 
that, if the CPC recommendations 11ere accepted, the course outlined in 
paragraph 27 of the Secretary-General's report (A/C.5/32/26), though not ideal, 
would involve the least nunilier of procedural problems. If the CPC recommendations 
were accepted, the ~501,000 trru1sfer of resources from the regular budget would 
require the development of programmes and the Secretary-General would have to 
submit programmes in the transport area for the regional commissions up to that 
amount. In that connexion, there 1ms a point of principle involved for, according 
to the concept of p rogramme budgeting, progrrumnes -vrere developed first and 
resources becmae a function of such programmes; in the present case, on the other 
hand, resources would appear to be searching for programmes. 

budget, namely 
regional 

38. Finally, paragraph 17 gave the reductions in the regular 
~590,200 : of that amount $501,000 would be transferred to the 
commissions in developing countries for transport programmes. 
further reductions, but those would not involve more transfers. 

There would be 

39. Mr. HANSEN (Chairman of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination) said 
that the Advisory Committee had taken a generally pragmatic view of the CPC 
recommendations. Noting the statement in paragraph 8 of the report (A/32/8/ Add.l4) 
that the Secretary-General had assumed that the objective of the CPC 
recommendations was the reduction of the levels of resources, he said that that 
was not an exact description of that Committee's objectives. While its 
recorr~endations would entail reductions in resources in some instances, it 
should be remembered that in other instances programmes would be expanded. CPC 
had endeavoured not to become involved in the question of the appropriate level of 
resources, as it was not competent to deal with such matters. 
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40. It was difficult to relate the recommendations of CPC to those of the Advisory 
Committee because they l·rere based on different assumptions - the Advisory 
Corr~ittee 1 s on a financial viewpoint and CPC's on a programme viewpoint. The two 
approaches could be reconciled either by considering the Advisory Committee's 
recommendations as additional to those of CPC or by considering the CPC 
recommendations as contained within the Advisory Committee's recornmendations. The 
Secretary-General had opted for the latter alternative, the effect of which was to 
attenuate the impact of the Advisory Committee 1 s recommendations. The timing of 
the meetings of the two bodies was another factor that made it difficult to 
reconcile their respective recommendations. As matters stood, almost t\.ro years 
vroulcl have elapsed since CPC had made its recommendations regarding the reallocation 
of resources to neil projects in the transport field. That demonstrated a lack of 
flexibility in the prograrmne which mic;ht prove unacceptable in the long run. 

41. \Vhile the Chairman of the Advisory Committee had been correct in pointing out 
that the manner in vThich the exercise had been carried out Has not consistent with 
good programme budgeting , that had not been the intention of CPC, which had been 
diligently follm.;ring the objectives of programme budgeting. It would be necessary 
to consider how CPC should tackle the resource implications and the programme 
implications vithin the shortest possible time, so that the Advisory Committee 
could consider those implications in its first report, thus shortening the time it 
took for reprogramming to get under vray. 

42. Finally, with regard to t he assignment of priorities, CPC agreed entirely vrith 
the Advisory Committee's statement in paragraph 14 of its report that the emphasis 
should be on the establishment of clear priorities rather than on the mechanical 
and precise assignment of specific levels of growth. 

43. Mr. van VLOTEN (Netherlands), introducing draft decision A/C. 5/32/1.18, 
announced that Senegal had become a sponsor of that text. Should the General 
Assembly decide to defer to its thirty-third session consideration of the 
recommendations in paragraph 23 (b) and (c) of the report of CPC (A/32/38), the 
Secretary-General would have an opportunity to consider the issues well before 
taking a decision. 

44. He would state his Government 1 s vie1.;rs on the recommendations of CPC and the 
Advisory Committee and on the statements by the Chairmen of those bodies at a later 
meeting. 

45. Hr. SARAMO (Finland) s aid that, while his delegation attached great importance 
to the social development and humanitarian affairs programmes at Headquarters and 
in Geneva, it also strongly supported action to promote efficiency. His delegation 
vrould consider it unfortunate if' certain social development programmes \·Those 
termination or curtailment CPC had recommended were to be phased out, although it 
did not consider that those activities necessarily had to continue under present 
administrative arrangements. In vieiT of the forthcoming change in the 
organizational structure of the social development and humanitarian affairs units, 
it '1-rould seem advisable to defer consideration of the CPC recommendations until 
such changes were closer to completion. 

/ ... 
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46. The transfer of the Centre for Social Development and Hur.1anitarian Affairs and 
of the Division of Social Affairs to Vienna would provide an opportunity to review 
and harmonize the progrannnes of both units and to co-ordinate their work with that 
of the European Centre for Social 1velfare, Research and Training situated at Vienna. 

47 . l'Ioreover, it ~vould seem advisable to await the report of the Ad Hoc \.forking 
Group to study the question of reinforcing the social development sector •·rit:'lin 
the United Nations, established under Economic and Social Council resolution 
2079 (LXII), before taking final decisions on the matter. His delecation therefore 
supported the draft decision in document A/C.5/32/L . l8 and hoped that it could be 
adopted by consensus. 

48 . ~ 1r . Kl~I-IAL (Pal;:istan) asked Hhat bad been tht::: intention of CPC in recommending 
the curtailment of certain social development and humanitarian affairs progrannnes . 

49. lvir . HANSEN (Chairman of the Committee for Progrannne and Co-ordination) 
recalled that the previous year the General AsseLlbly had assie;ned a lower than 
average grm·rth rate to the social development and humanitarian affairs programme, 
Hhile at the S8Jne th1e, CPC had been presented vrith arguments relating to the 
essential nature of the progrannne for the Decade for HoBen . That had meant that 
some prograrr@es had to be curtailed and CPC had concentrated on the youth programme . 
Hovrever, the developing members of CPC had felt that it Has not reasonable that the 
proe;ramme of the Economic Commission for Europe should be financed under the 
Headquarters budget, vlhile other regional commissions had to finance their mm 
social development programraes . If the European Governments attached high priority 
to the activities in question, the activities should be integrated in the regional 
progrannne for Europe . The alternative arrangements proposed by the representative 
of Finland seemed to be in line with what those members of CPC had been envisaging. 

First reading (continued) 

Section 24 - United Nations bond issue 

50. The CHAIRHAN pointed out that the provlSlOn for the United Nations bond issue 
had been included in accordance w·i th General Assembly resolution 1739 (XVI), as 
amended . Of the total of ~>16, 817,000, an amount of *3, 009,000 was for payment of 
interest on outstanding bonds and $13,808,000 for repayment of principal . The 
Advisory Committee's recommendation was for the same total as the estimate 
submitted by the Secretary-General. 

51 . r1r. SAFRONCHUK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation, 
in accordance with its position of principle and guided by the Charter, 1vas opposed 
to the issue of bonds to cover the illegal expenditures of operations undertaken in 
the Congo and in the ~1iddle East and financed under the regular budget of the United 
Nations. It had opposed the decision to carry out those operations and therefore 
could not be held responsible for them . The financial responsibility for those 
operations should be lorne by the States vrhich had imposed them on the United 
Nations . Accordingly, his delegation would vote against the appropriation under 
section 24 . 
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52. t ~r. ABDULLAH (Afghanistan), noting that his delegation had already stated its 
position regarding the bond issue, said that it still had reservations re~arding 
t he appropriation requested under s ection 24. Accordingly, it was not in a 
position to support the requested appropriation. 

53. Mr. BOMELE (Zaire) said that his delegation l·rould vote in favour of the 
appropriation, simply because the request had been made in accordance Hith the 
relevant decision of the General Assembly. The obligation to pay off boncl.s issued 
to cover the expenses of peace-keeping operations in the former Congo and in the 
Hiddle East should be legally binding on all llember States. Failure on the part 
of the Or ganization to honour its coL~itments would cast serious doubt on its 
credibility. I1oreover, it 1-ms necessary not to rule out the possibility that the 
Organization might resort again to a bond issue if the need should arise. 

54. Mr. MINCHEV (Bule;aria) said that it vras his Government's position of principle 
that it would not participate in expenditure 13enerated by illege.l actions 
undertaken in the Congo and in the ~Iidc:Ue East in violation of the Charter. His 
Government had not consented to the action and felt entirely free of all 
responsibility in that respect. Accordinc;ly, it Fould vote against the proposed 
appropriation. 

55. Mrs. GARCIA LORENZO (Cuba) said that her delegation was not participatin~ in 
the votes during the first reading of the budget because it was opposed to the full 
budgeting system, which made provision for inflation. However, as the 
appropriations requested under section 24 Here not affected by inflation, her 
delegation would participate in the vote. Since the appropri9.tions uere intended 
to cover the cost of financing the United Nations operations in the Congo and in 
the Middle East, which had been carried out contrary to the Charter, and since her 
delegation disagreed with the principle of including those costs in the recular 
budget, it would vote against the requested appropriation. The developed countries 
that held United Nations bonds could solve the problem by simply vraiving repayment 
of the bonds. 

56. Nr. l'IOm.10UD (Nigeria) said that it was his dele e;ation 1 s understanding that the 
bond issue had been presented in accordance with the terms of General J.l.ssembly 
resolutions. The United Nations was known to have a keen interest in ensuring 
peace and his delegation was in favour of all measures taken to promote 
international peace and security. It did not see how peace-keeping action 
undertaken by the Organization could be interpreted as being illegal. His 
delegation saw no difficulty in approving the Secretary-General's proposed 
appropriations under section 24. 

57. An appropriation in the amount of 016,817,000 under section 24 for the 
biennium 1978-1979 was approved in first reading by 59 votes to 13, w·ith 5 
abstentions. 

Arabic language services in the United Nations (continued) 

58. Mr. CUNNINGHAM (United States of America) asked -vrhether the information which 

I . .. 
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his delegation had requested at the 20th meeting, regarding Member States which used 
the official and 1-rorking languages of the United Nations and financial data on the 
provision of language services, was ready. 

59. ~1r . DURAND (Budget Division) said that the information had been compiled and 
vTOuld be circulated as a conference room paper. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 


