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The meeting was called to order at 4 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 98: PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 1980-1981 
(A/34/6, vols. I and II, and Add.l, A/34/7) (continued) 

First reading (continued) 

Section 27 - Department of Public Information 

1. Mr. AYADHI (Tunisia) said that the Committee would do well to hear the views 
of the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information and of the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee on the evaluation of the needs of the Department of Public 
Information made by the Special Political Committee, as reflected in the draft 
resolutions recommended by it. 

2. The CHAIRMAN said that the Chairman of the Advisory Committee would be advised 
that the Fifth Committee would like him to introduce that Committee's report 
(A/34/7/Add.23) on the administrative and financial implications of draft 
resolution A/SPC/34/1.18/Rev.l. 

3. Mr. MAJOLI (Italy) said that the staff of the Department of Public Information 
normally produced press releases extremely efficiently. However, he urged the 
Under-·Secretary·-General for Public Information to ensure that delegations had 
access to the press releases: they were sometimes told that the documents were 
reserved for correspondents. 

4. Mr. SOKOLOVSia (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) stressed the 
importance that his delegation attached to the proper functioning of the Department 
of Public Information. In its work attention should be given first and foremost to 
such important contemporary problems as the strengthening of international peace 
and security and the prohibition of nuclear weapons testing. His delegation noted 
that the amounts requested by the Secretary-General under section 27 of the budget 
were 14.6 per cent higher than the revised appropriations for that section in the 
current biennium; representing a growth rate far higher than the over-all budgetary 
growth rate of 1.1 per cent. The increase was unjustified and demonstrated that no 
account had been taken of General Assembly resolutions 3534 (XXX) and 31/93, on the 
need to effect savings by redeploying resources released by the termination of 
obsolete activities. The proposed increase was due in part to requests for new 
posts and for the reclassification of existing posts, a practice for which there 
was no proper justification and which his delegation had consistently opposed. 
His delegation maintained that it was inadmissible to shift the cost for promotions 
and staff expansion on to Member States without due justification and was therefore 
unable to support the proposed appropriations under section 27 of the budget. 
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5. Mr. FICO DE COANA (Spain) noted that the Secretary-General's estimate of 
requirements under section 27 represented a 14.6 per cent increase over the revised 
1978-1979 appropriation, as adjusted. The sums involved were large, and his 
delegation agreed fully with the Advisory Committee's opinion that information on 
the totality of requirements for public information should be included in future 
budget submissions by the Secretary-General. His delegation took note of 
paragraph 27.3 of the Advisory Committee's report and agreed with the view 
expressed in paraGraph 27.4 that there was no justification for the creation of a 
new P-1 post. It endorsed the recommended reduction in over-all estimate for 
travel in the Radio and Visual Services Division; it was quite possible that 
further savings could be effected by curtailing travel on film assignments, for 
which it had been estimated that $205,200 would be needed. His delegation also 
supported the reductions recommended in paragraphs 27.9, 27.16 and 27.17 and the 
over-all recommendations of the Advisory Committee, bearing in mind that the 
Under-Secretary-General had agreed to meet the challenge posed by the proposed 
reductions. 

6. The United Nations Chronicle was currently published in English, French and 
Spanish, and, while he recognized the value of the publication, particularly in 
helping to shape a new world information order, its usefulness depended to a great 
extent on the three language versions being published in good time. As matters 
stood, the Spanish version came out very late, despite the measures which had been 
taken to ensure speedier publication. His delegation would welcome an explanation 
of the reasons for the delays. His delegation agreed with the recommendation of 
the Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities 
that the Chronicle should revert to monthly publication and noted its view that, in 
order to ensure that all three language versions appeared simultaneo~ly, a new 
unit would have to be established in the Press and Publications Division; his 
delegation would like to know why that was so. It supported paragraph 12 of draft 
resolution A/SPC/34/1.18/Rev.l, on the same subject. It would be interesting to 
know the approximate circulation of the Spanish version of the Chronicle and to 
know how many readers were subscribers. 

7. With reference to the statement in paragraph 27.56 of the proposed programme 
budget which stated that the 1978 and 1979 Yearbook of the United Nations would be 
published within 18 months following the calendar year covered by each yearbook, 
he said that in view of rast experience he was not optimistic that that target 
could be achieved. 

8. He, like the representative of Italy, found the press releases very useful, as 
they appeared so much earlier than the summary records of meetings and provided 
delegations with useful and necessary reference material. However, the coverage 
given to statements by Spanish-speaking delegations was not satisfactory in terms 
of content or of length. At the previous session his delegation had made a survey 
of the first 25 meetings of the Committee and had discovered that statements made 
by Spanish-speaking delegations were about 25 per cent shorter than those made in 
other languages. The Department was doing something about the problem and further 
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improvement would be appreciated. Finally, he seconded the request of the 
representative of Italy that steps should be taken to ensure that press releases 
were made available to delegations and not restricted to correspondents. 

9. Mr. PAPENDORP (United States of America) pointed out that in paragraph 27.2 of 
its report (A/34/7), the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions had reiterated its request that information on the totality of 
requirements for public information should be included in budget submissions 
beginning with those for 1982-1983. His delegation urged the Secretariat to take 
the Advisory Committee's request into account in the preparation of the performance 
report for 1980, to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth 
session. 

10. His delegation believed that the function of the Department of Public 
Information was to explain the functions and activities of the United Nations and 
not to issue propaganda for certain special programmes. The description of the 
activities of the Department in the budget document seemed to emphasize propaganda 
at the expense of information. 

11. His delegation supported the Advisory Committee's recommendations on 
section 27 of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1980-1981. 

12. Mr. AYADHI (Tunisia) said that he felt obliged to respond to the value 
judgement that had been made by another delegation on the programmes of the 
Department of Public Information. He was surprised that anyone should support the 
idea of restricting the information activities of the United Nations or directing 
them in a certain way. The activities and programme of DPI were of the greatest 
interest to many countries; unfortunately, the countries to which those prograrumes 
were the most important were not the largest contributors to the United Nations. 
Because of the problems created by inadequate appropriations for the Department, 
extrabudgetary funds had to be sought. He hoped that the Under-Secretary-General 
for Public Information would explain how large a role extrabudgetary funds played 
in the work of the Department of Public Information. 

13. Information activities were essential to the success of the Organization's 
programmes, particularly in the economic and social fields. Unless information 
activities in those areas were ~odernized and carried out on a scale commensurate 
with the relevant substantive programmes, it would be extremely difficult to 
counteract the well-orchestrated campaigns that were constantly beind conducted 
against the United Nations and its work. 1~at was needed was an over-all review of 
the entire policy regarding information activities, and his delegation hoped that 
the proposed Committee on Information would take up that task. 

14. The recommended budgetary increases were not excessive; on the contrary, the 
Secretary-General had followed too strictly certain recommendations that had not 
even been adopted by the General Assembly. He was awaiting the comments of the 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee with interest. 

I . .. 



A/C.5/J4/STI.G3 
:Gnc;lish 
Par,e 5 

15. J~r. LAIILOU (llorocco) said that his dele~ation trusted that the neu Under
Secretary-General for Public Information would mal{e every effort to reorganize the 
Department and imbue it vri ti.1 a new· spirit. In the past the Department of Public 
Infor;·,lation had been hostile to his country and his delegation. Over the years the 
Depart111ent had proved itself ummrthy of respect because of its policy of publishinr; 
that l·rere really mere propaganda tracts. Certain officials in the Department had 
been remiss and had tended to be influenced by political considerations instead of 
ensuring that the information activities of the United j.Jations mirrored 1-rhat was 
actually taking place. Such misuse of the information activities of the Organiza.tior.~. 
had led to an increasing tendency arnon£; the public to vieiv the Organization 1 s 
work as a ;raste of time. His delec;ation appealed to those responsible for the 
broadcasting and publishing activities of the Department of Public Inforr.1ation to 
ensure that all its activities uere truly unbiased. He had great faith in the ne•v 
Under-Secretary-General and trusted that DPI uould in future fulfil its role in a 
satisfactory manner. 

1G. Hr. AKSOY ('l'urkey) said that his delegation had been a 111ember of the Committee 
to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities, i·rhich had 
met earlier in the year. It had noted with satisfaction that a new spirit vras 
abroad in the Department of Public Information, vrhich should. be able to acco;.-,lplish 
a great deal in future by shifting priorities and making more imaginative use of 
modern technology. 

17. 'i'he press releases vrere particularly i;·,lportant to dele::;ations in the closing 
stages of the work of the Fifth Committee, particularly in view of the temporary 
unavailability of summary records. In some instances, certain short-comings in 
the reporting of statements made by 'l'urkish representatives had led to 
misunderstandings. Ho-vrever, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Inforruation 
had handled those problems satisfactorily. 

1£:1. His delegation, like otllers, attributed great importance to Development Forum, 
which \vas one of the most useful publications of the entire United iJations system. 
The e:;.'trabud.Getary resources available vrere not sufficient to continue its 
public at ion at an adequate level. His delegation therefore supported the Secretary
General 1 s request for an appro:rriation of i~400 ,000 from the regular budget for 
Development Forum, particularly in vie1v of the fact that such an appropriation 
-vrould probalJly evoke further contributions fro1u other organizations in the United 
Nations system. 'rhe Secretary-General should be requested to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session on his policy re~arding future 
publication of Development Foruru. 

19. l<lr. LOSCrL.IT:8R (Federal Republic of Germany) said that the high level of 
appropriations requested for the Department of Public Information attested to the 
great importance 1-rhich the international community attributed to the work of the 
Department. His delegation -vras prepared to support the Advisory Cmami ttee 1 s 
recoLJmendations on the Secretary-General 1 s budget request for inforrnation 
activities. He strongly urged the Secretary-General to provide in future budget 
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prorosals information on the totality of requirements for public infon1ation, 
particularly those relatinc; to UliJIDO and miCTAD. 

20. i'he Department of Public Infonllation should be ~i ven the necessary resources 
to continue publication of the excellent periodical Development Forum, and his 
delec;ation supported the reco;,n;lendations of the Advisory Committee on that subject. 
It believed, however, that there was no justification for any amount in excess of 
that recormnended by the Advisory Committee. 'l'he Secretariat should consider 
redeploying resources from such publications as "Objective: Justice". 

21. ! ir. AICASHI (Under-Secretary-General. for Public Information), replying to the 
comments r~1ade by delegations, said that to the extent that copies were available, 
press releases uere indeed available to delegations, although they were intended 
primarily for members of the press corps. He than};:ed those delegations that had 
coi!llilen<lecl. the quality of press releases. As a result of the extreme pressure under 
uhich press officers had to vrork, unintentional inaccuracies did occasionally occur, 
::.~crt:. l.:1e Department ·was maldnc every effort to avoid such situations. 

22. IIe pointed out that, although the budget of the Depart1;1ent of Public 
Information had increased considerably in absolute terms, DPI appropriations as a 
percentage of the total budget of the Organization had decreased from 10 per cent 
of the total budget in 1946 to 4 per cent of the current budget. He therefore 
did not consider t~1.e budget requests for DPI excessive. 'i'he General Asse111bly had 
adopted resolutions which shoued that ~~e!nber States attached great importance to 
infor;nation activities, i-Tithout uhich the objectives of 111any prograr,mJ.es could not 
be fulfilled. His Depart'"lent imulct make every effort to emphasize maximum economy 
e.nd the redeployment of resources, but it still had to carry out the ne1·r 
responsibilities which had been entrusted to it by the General Assembly. 

23. The representative of Spain had been correct in his assessment of the delays 
in publication of the Spanish version of the United nations Chronicle. As matters 
stoocl, the publication date of the French version iTas very close to the target of 
three vreeks after publication of the J.;;nglish version. 'i'he Department :O.ad, however, 
experienced a nmnber of unexpected problems with regard to the Spanish version. On 
some occasions, material sent to Hexico for translation and production had been lost 
or stolen in transit. There had also been difficulties 1-rith the printers in ! Texico 
'vho, contrary to usual practice in the United States, had insisted on an advance. 
He therefore intended to have the Spanish version translated and produced in 
He1v York in future, even if it cost more, in order to meet the deadline. He 
therefore hoped that in the near future the Spanish version of the Chronicle 
vould be available 'l·rithin three or four vreeks, at nost, after publication of the 
.Gnglish version. 
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~4. In reply to t~1e question regarding the nlli11ber of subscribers to the Spanish 
version of the Chronicle, he said that 300,000 copies of each issue uere printed. 
So far there >vas no subscription list for t~1e Spanish version; that was a c;oal 
towards vrl1ich he would be 1vorkin~. 

25. The Spanish representative had also been correct in his assessment of the 
situation i·rith rec;ard to the Yearbook. The aim still was to issue the Yearbook 
not later than 18 moaths after the end of each year covered. It had been hoped that 
the 1977 Yearbook vrould be available by the end of 1979; the expected publication 
date vras February 1980. He vras maldng every effort to reduce delays in the 1971:3 
and 1979 issues; in the past delays had been partly due to factors beyond the 
control of the Department, such as the late submission of orie·inal material by 
departments responsible for preparine; it, and it uas to be hopec.1 that, uith 
further reminders of deadlines to departments and with the introduction of new 
technology, especially electronic data-processine; equipment, it lTOuld be possible 
to e;et the Yearbook back on schedule. 

2u. The representative of Spain had also stated that less space Had devoted in 
press releases to statements by Spanish-spealdng delegations. It 1ras not the 
intention of DPI to discriminate against any language or delee;ation, and efforts 
would be made to ensure that even the appearance of discrimination lvould not recur. 

27. A number of representatives had referred to the Advisory Co!l1..mittee 1 s 
observation, in parac;raph 27.2 of its first report (A/34/7) that the Fifth 
Committee should have a more complete picture of the activities of the United 
Nations in the information field, and that desire was echoed in the draft 
resolution adopted by the Special Political Committee, which emphasized the role of 
DPI as the focal point for information activities of the entire Secretariat and its 
co-ordinatinc role in the information field for the entire United ~Tations systerll. 
The draft resolution would enable DPI better to co-ordinate the total inforHation 
input of the United ,rations and of t1w syster1 as a 11hole. He hoped that when the 
Fifth Committee next considered the biennial bud[Set, the performance of DPI 1vould 
be jud[Sed more satisfactorily by delegations. 

28. \Tith regard to the volume of extrabudgetary resources received by DPI, to uhich 
the representative of Tunisia had referred, he drew attention to table 27.1 in the 
proposed programme budget, lfhich indicated the Llagni tude of ex.traoudgetary support 
in 1978-1979 and the level expected in 1980-1981. It was clear from that table 
that there ;;rould be a marked decline in voluntary support for the Departr,1ent, so 
that it -.;muld inevitably have to seek support from the regular budget for the 
publication of Development Forum. 

29. He assured the representative of !·Iorocco that he would continue to make every 
effort to ensure that press release coverage of meetings vas as impartial and 
balanced as possible. He 1vas grateful for the support ullich the representative of 
1lorocco had expressed for the activities of DPI despite problems uhich had occurred 
>vith re~ard to the coverac;e of state':lents made by his dele~ation. 
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)0. rlle Cii'UTitlltiJ said that it uas his personal opinion that the press officers in 
the Pifth Corm,littee perforr.1ec1 excellent uork. 

31. 'l'l1e recommendation of the Advisory Connnittee for an appropriation in the 
o.mount of .>43,508,300 under section 27 1ras approved in first reading by 89 votes 
to 6. 

Administrative and financie.l implications of draft resolution II submitted by the 
Special Political Committee in document A/SPC/34/L.lo/Rev.l concerning agenda item 
2l (A/34/7/Add.23, A/C.5/34/81) 

32. ilr. ilSELLL (Chairman of the Advisory Cvlr..mittee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions) said that one of the main reco11nnendations of the Advisory Committee 
related to the request for a subsidy for the publication of Development Forum. 
In discussinc; that matter with the representatives of the Secretary-General, the 
Advisory Comnittee had noted that Development Forum was to become an interagency 
project jointly financed by the organizations of the systein. Hm·rever, the extent 
of the participation of tl1e various organizations was not yet clear. Accordingly, 
the Advisory Conrrnittee felt that, since the question had been referred to it late 
in the session, it uould be best to request the Secretary-General to submit a 
report on the financing of Development Forum so that it could be considered in 
detail at the follmvinc; session. 

33. In order to make it possible for Development Forum. to continue publication in 
the meantime, the Advisory Cormnittee 1ms recommending that an amount of 8150,000 be 
appropriated under section 27 for 1980 only. In that connexion, the Advisory 
Co1Y~-1ittee had felt that the amount requested by the Secretary-General for the two 
years of the biennium, .:,4oo,ooo, was no nore than an crder of nac;nitude. 

34. 'l'he Advisory Committee's reconwendations on the statement of financial 
implications uere summarized in paragraph 15 of its report (A/34/7 I Add.23); 
conference servicing costs, "1-Thich might arise, particularly in connexion 1rith the 
Committee on Information, vlere discussed in paragraph 16. 

35. 11r. TIAJ''lZY (l~gypt) said that the interaction bet~-Teen the United Natiions and 
Governments vras defined in the Charter and well developed in practice. !\ember 
States uere fully mmre of the United iiations activities because they participated 
directly in its forums. The Organization 1 s relations uith the public, on the other 
hand, were indirect, and that was \-That made DPI's task difficult, since it -vras 
responsible for creating among the public the support that United 1Jations 
activities needed if the Orc;anization was to remain viable. IIis delec;ation had been 
actively involved in the preparation of draft resolution A/SPC/34/1.18/Hev.l and 
-vrould strive to ensure that its provisions were strictly implemented. 

36. His delegation 1ms, on the vrhole, in ac;reement uith the Advisory Conrrnittee's 
recommendations, uith two exceptions. In paragraph 9 of its report (A/34/7/Add.23), 
the Advisory Connnittee recormnended that the one Professional post and one General 
Service post which had been surrendered followinG the decision to issue the 
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United nations Chronicle quarterly rather than monthly should not be restored. 
Since the draft resolution adopted by the Special Political Committee provided for 
the Chronicle to resume monthly publication, it was only logical that the staffing 
table should be increased to its previous size. He therefore proposed that the 
Committee should restore the Secretary-General's estimate of 891,800 for the t-vro 
posts. 

37. His dele~ation uas prepared to accept the Advisory Committee's recommendation 
that the United Nations contribution to the Development Forum should be approved 
for 1980 only, pending an evaluation of the financial situation of the publication 
at the thirty-fifth session. It believed, hovrever, that a more logical course 
would be to set the contribution at one half the amount requested by the 
Secretary-General for the biennium, or ,:>200 ,000, rather than the :;Jl50,000 
recommended by the Advisory Committee. Failure to provide adequate funding for 
the publication might jeopardize its very existence and render the search for a 
long-term solution futile. The United nations contribution would, to a large 
extent, determine the contributions of the other agencies, and the reduction of 
,:;50 ,000 rec01mnended by the Advisory Committee was therefore likely to have a 
cumulative effect. He therefore proposed that an amount of ,)50 ,000 shouJ d be 
added to the amount recoL~ended by the Advisory Committee. 

38. l1r. DUJ -FLORES (dexico) said that his delegation favoured restoring the amount 
requested by the Secretary-General for t1vo posts for the United Nations Chronicle. 

39. He asked the Under-Gecretary-General for Public In format ion vlhether the 
United Nations contribution to Development Foru..Tll -vrould really have a decisive 
influence on the contributions of other organizations, and vhether the amount 
requested by the Secretary-General would ensure the financial solvency of the 
publication. If so, his delegation '-rould support the :r;gyptian proposal to 
appropriate ,~200 ,000 for the publication for 1980. 

40. Hr. LEilTO (Finland) , speaking on behalf of Denmarl\., Iceland., Norway, Sweden 
and his own delegation, said that the Hardie countries uere uorrie<l about the 
precarious financial situation of Development Forum. The United Nations University 
had expressed a desire to become joint editor of the publ::i.cation and had stated its 
-vrillinr_;ness to contribute financially to it, provided that its continued existence 
was assured. The Governments and the United Nations Associations of the Nordic 
countries attached great importance to Development Forura as a valuable source of 
development information and hoped that its funding could be put on a stable basis. 
That aim could be achieved if part of the cost of publication 1-ras met from the 
regular budget of the United .c~ations. 

l~l. l'Ir. LAHLOU (Horocco), Hr. DAH:CR (J orclan) and l'irs. DOHS:CT (Trinidad and Tobago) 
endorsed the E~ptian proposal concerning the United l:Tations contribution for 
the publication of the Development Forum. 
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42. Hrs. SANDifER (Portugal) requested further information as to >vhy the Advisory 
Committee vras not convinced of the need to restore the two posts for the United 
Nations Chronicle. 

43. Mr. BLACKl'!lA.lif (Barbados) said that the Advisory Committee had stated its 
vie1v that the Secretary-General's estimate for Development Forum had not been 
calculated in the usual manner and seemed more in the nature of a very rough 
estimate. He did not a~ree that the amount re~uested for the biennium should 
automatically be divided in half for the one-year period favoured by ACABQ. He 
requested further information on how the Secretariat had calculated its rec1uest. 

44. Mr. VAN NOUHUYS (Uetherlan0.s) said that his delegation had follmred the 
progress of Develoument Forum with the closest attention. It had ahrays believed 
in the usefulness of the publication, and "\vas particularly gratified to hear the 
representatives of so many developing countries expressing support for it. He was 
therefore pleased to support the representative of Egypt's proposal that thP 
amount of the appropriation for the one-year period mentioned by the Advisory 
Cow~ittee should be increased to ¥200,000. 

45. Hr. AKSOY (Turkey) said that his delegation had already expressed its views 
on Development Forum. The statement made by the representative of the Netherlands 
had strengthened his conviction that that valuable journal could not rely solely 
on voluntary contributions for its financinr;. The developing countries had 
benefited from Development Forum, but there Has obviously a limit to their ability 
to make voluntary contributions. He therefore supported the proposal that the 
appropriation shoulcl be raised to ::;200,000; the ~uestion of financing should be 
reviewed at the follo-.ring session after the ACABQ report had been rt:ceived. 

46. Mr. AKA.SHI (Under-Secretary-General for Public Information) said, in reply 
to the representative of Hexico, that it -vras true that the United Nations 
contribution to the financinp of Development Forum -.muld determine the size of the 
contributions made by oth2r organizations lvithin the United Nations system. The 
United Nations University, for exanple, had stated that it would be prepared to 
make a matching financial commitment only if the United Nations itself first 
pledged its contribution. The University had also stated that Development Forum 
would have to balance its budget for 1980, and that a regular system of financing 
must be established for 1982 onwards. 

47. In reply to the representative of Barbados, he said that the estimate of 
:j,4oo,ooo for the following biennium -vras based on past experience. The planned 
total budget for 1980 vras ~1 million, while for 1981 it was $1.1 million; on the 
basis of those figures, the Horking Group of JUNIC had decided that it would be 
appropriate for the United nations to contribute at least 20 per cent of the 
total, i.e. ~200,000 per year. That percentage >·ras smaller than the United 
Nations contribution to other interagency projects. 

1~8. Mr. I1SELLE (Chairman, Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions) said thHt paragraph 7 (a) of the ACABQ report (A/34/7/Add.23) stated 
that the Secretary-General had estimated that five P-3 and six General Servic2 
posts ~Vould be needed for the production of Arabic, French and Spanish printed 
information material. The Secretary-General's statement had not wade it clear 
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that the functions of those posts 1-roulc1 be different from those of the tHo posts 
(one P-2 and one General Ser;ice) the restoration of which i-ras proposed in 
connexion uith paragra1;h 12 of drR.ft resolution A/SPC/3l~/L.l8/Rev .1. Had it 
been clearly indicated that the two latter posts were intended exclusively for 
editorial uork on the United Nations Chronicle, the ACABQ would probably have 
reached a different conclusion. 

49. Hr. AK.ASHI (Under-Secretary-General, Department of Public Information) said 
that the provisions of paragraph 18 of the Secretary-General's statement 
(.A/C.5/34/81) Here indeed ambiguous. ~1hat was meant was that the additional 
five P-3s to be recruited for the adaptation unit would be expected to work 
solely on the production of the French, Spanish and Arabic versions of the 
Chronicle. The other t1-ro posts ivere exclusively for uork on the orie;inal English 
version. If the tlro posts were not restored it 1-roulcl. be difficult to resum2 
monthly publication of the Chronicle as proposed. 

50. 11r. VISLYKH (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the fig1:.re of 
$1,347,700 given by the Secretary-General in his statement of the financial 
implications of draft resolution A/SPC/31~/1.18/Rev.l was unreasonably high. His 
delegation therefore supported the recommendation made by ACABQ. He had noted 
that more than half the amount requested was intended for the translation of the 
Chronicle and the change to monthly publication. He was not convinced that 
either measure Has -vrholly justified, and would therefore be unable to support an 
appropriation for those purposes. 

51. He uas also very disquieted by the fact that Development Forum, which had 
from the outset been financed on a voluntary basis, uas to be subsidized by the 
regular bud~~t of the United Nations. It was not the first time at the 
current ses~ion that financing from voluntary sources had been replaced by 
financing from the regular budget - a trend VThich his delegation deplored. His 
delegation would accordingly vote against the Egyptian proposals and against the 
financial implications of draft resolution A/SPC/34/1.18/Rev.l. 

52. llr. I-L1\H'7,.AJI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that, having heard the Under
Secretary-General's statement, he vras vrilling to support the restoration of the 
tvo posts, and also the proposal to approve the amounts requested by the 
Secretary-General for the publication of Development Forum. In so doing, he ~Vas not 
casting doubt on the worlc of ACABQ, but rather indicating the importance his 
delegation attached to the activities of DPI. 

53. The CHAIRHAIJ invited the Committee to take a decision on the Egyptian 
proposal to restore the Secretary-General's estimate of $91,800 for one P-2 post 
and one General Service post and to increase by $50,000 the amount which th2 
.Advisory Committee recommended as the United Nations contribution to the 
publication of Development Forum for 1980. 

54. The Egyntian proposal was adopted by 78 votes to 8, ~Vith 12 abstentions. 

/ ... 
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55. The CHAiill,ffiN said that as a result of the decision just taken, an amount of 
Ql4l,o00 should be added to the amount indicated in paragraph 15 of the Advisory 
Committee's report (A/34/7/Add.23). Accordingly, he suggested that the Committee 
should request the Happorteur to report directly to the General Assembly that, 
should it adopt the draft resolution of the Spacial Political Committee, an 
additional appropriation of $1,143,100 would be required under section 27; that 
~;94,800 would also be requirecl. under section 31 (staff assessment), to be offset 
by an equivalent runount under income section 1; and that conference servicing 
costs of :;;661,200 on a full-cost basis ;muld be reflected, to the extent 
necessary, in the consolidated statement of conference servicing costs to be 
submitted in the near future. 

56. The Chairman's suggestion 1-ras adopted by 86 votes to 8, with 5 abstentions. 

57. Hr. TOHIKAJTA (Japan), speaking in explanation of vote, said that, while his 
delegation 1-ras in favour of the DPI budget as a •rhole, it had abstained in the 
votinc; on the Egyptian proposals. 'I'hat abstention should in no vray be seen as 
detracting from the importance his delegation attached to th2 continued 
publication of Development Forum on a financially sound basis. Having listened 
carefully to all the views expressed in the Committee, his delegation had decided 
to follow the recommendations made by ACABQ. 

58. r~. FICO DE COA0A (Spain) said that he had supported the recommendations of 
the Secretary-General for the restoration of the tw·o posts. Bearing in mind the 
explanations given by the U~der-Secretary-General concerning the delay of 
approximately three to four >·reeks betvreen publication of the original English 
version of the Chronicle and its appearance in other languages, he drew the 
Committee's attention to paragraph 16 of the Secretary-GE>neral' s statement 
(A/C. 5/34/81) >vhich referred to the "simultaneous publication'; of the Chronicle 
in English, French and Spanish. His delegation could not see hovr such a delay 
could be reconciled vith the use of the vrord if simultaneous". 

59. Nr. PAL (India) dre>v the Committee's attention to the apparent omission of 
any ment1on of DPI' s role in the preparatory 1-rork for the special session of the 
General Assembly. The subject had not been mentioned in the previous weel;: uhen 
votes had been taken on the appropriations for the preparations of the special 
session or during the current meeting. He asked whether DPI would be involved in 
the preparatory work and, if so, i·rhether its involvement would have budgetary 
implications. 

60. Hr. AKASHI (Under-Secretary-General for Public Information) said that DPI 
had put forward proposals on information activities for the special session to be 
held in 1980. Their exclusion from the financial implications submitted to the 
Committee had been an oversight by the departments concerned, but he understood 
that a supplementary document would be issued. 

/ ... 
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Administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution submitted by the 
Second Committee in document A/C.2/34/L.l20 concerning agenda item 55 (f) 
(continued) 

61. Mr. PAPENDORP (United States) said that he wished to place on record 
that, had a vote been taken at the eighty-second meeting on the proposals in 
document A/C.5/34/92, his delegation would have abstained. 

The meetine rose at 6.40 p.m. 


