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The meeting vas called to order at 10.50 a.m.
STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN'

The CUAINVAT: On behalf ‘of all the members of the Committee and
on wy own behalf, I take great nleasure in extending a rost cordial and
friendly welcome to the nev lember of the United Nations, ggint
Christopher and Nevis.

liay I express my profound appreciation to all Members of the United
Mations for the honour aﬁd»priviiegéiyhich they have conferred upon me and
my country by electing me Chairman of the Tirst Comaittee.

I thanlk all representatives fiost wraxrmly for the confidence they have
placed in me. Tt will be my endeavour to conduct the business of the First
Coumittee of the Ceneral Assembl& in a méhner vhich i1l gain their
confidence and approval.

Let me say, first of all, hov much I gppreciated the very kind words
offered by our Chairman of last year, Ambassador James Victor Cbeho
of Ghana, vhen he nominated me at the first meeting of the
Committee. It was my privilege last year to serve as one of his
Vice-Chairmen and I was much struck by his engagzing personality and

negotiating ability.
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I am certain that I am expressing the sentiments of all nembers of the
Co.mittee vhen I extend to Aubassador Gbelio cur congratulations and gratitude for
the exemplary nanner in which he presided over our deliberations at the
thirty-seventh session of the General Asse:bly.

I am thus fully awvare that I am folloving a succession of distinguished
Cualrmen_ vwho presided ably and skilfully over the worl of this Comnittee.

I shall spare neither effoxrt nor time to assist delegations in our comon
endeavours. In so doing. I count on the constructive co-operation and assistance
of the Coumittee’s entire membership. It is gratifying to knov that I can count
also on the most valuable experience, competence and profound knowledge of

my friends. the Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Political and Security Council Affairs,
ix. Viacheslav A. UstinoV, the Under. Secretary-Ceneral for the Department for
Disarmement Affairs, ilr. Jan ilartenson, and the Secretary of the Comittee.

lir. aeem Rathore and his colleagues. I aw certain that the First Comuittee will
fully benefit from their experience and we look forward to their co--operation

in dealing with the many important issues before this Committee.

The agenda for today's meeting concerns the election of the Vige..Chairmen
and the organization of work.

If I hear no objection. I shall consider that the ajendc is adopted by the
Coumittee.

The agenda was adopted.

The CHATRIAN: Before taking up tie items on our agenda, I should like

to draw the attention of the wmeubers of the Coimittee to the decision of the
General Assembly . taken at its 1935th meeting on 22 September 1971, concerning
the procedure regarding the election of officers of the ilain Comaittees of the

tGeneral Asseimbly. According to that decision, the nominations of candidates

should be limited to one statement for each candidate, after which the Committee
should imgediately proceed to the election. The Coumittee will follow this

procedure in regard to the items on our agenda for today.
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SLECTIO) OF VICE-CHAIRLIH

'~?Hr.~ SKOGHO. (Horvay);"On behalf of thé'Uorvegian‘Governmenté

T have the 5reat honour to nominate Iis Ekcellency Mr. Elfaki Abdalla
"Blfaki of Sudan as Vicer Chairman of the First Coumittee during the thlrty ellhtﬂ
session of the Ceneral Assembly. ,

Ambassaabr‘ﬁlfaki‘is at preéen’ Ueyuty Pemnanent nepresentacive of the45udan
o the Unitéd'ﬂatiohs. lie is.lnova and respected in {he United ations Por nis
~dlplomat1c skills and hlbh personal qgualifications.: The uorveulan uelegatlon
‘feels very confident that the election of Aubassador Llfali as Vice: Chalrman of
the Committee v1ll e most welcone and that he will be of invaluable a551stance'
to the Chairman end the officers of the Committee in carrying out the difficult
tasl: of ieading us through the Tirst Cormitteels wori: during this Assénbly.

Mmbassador L1faki has had a very distinguished career in the Toreizn ”érvice
of his country. --lle joined the Sudanese dlﬂthatlc service in January 19606 and
served at tie headquarters of the Sudanese Hinistry of Toreign Affairs in both the
Arsb and African Affairs Departlent In the period between October 1967 and
Septeuber 1072 he served on tihe diplomatic staff of the Sudanesé';mbassy,in ’
Lasos, ﬁi'eria;"In Septeitber 1972 ne vas appointed Counsellor to the Sudanese”
umoass" in lioscow viere he SerVed until ifovenber 1974  vhen he -ms transferred
_bach to the headqnarters of tne Sudanese liinistry of. Forel £351 Afldlr as a
‘IDeputY Director of the Department of International Organlzatlonau In the. perlouv
betizeen August'1975 and Seﬁtadber 1977 he.joihed the Javaharlal ehru Unlvers1tJ'
i Hev Delhi on a scuolarshlp fronm the Indian iiinistry of Foreiga Affairs Jbefore
eturulng to hls noadquarter° €O serve as Directo of thc Arab ! f;wlrs Deuartmont
in the u1plstry of Foreipn Affairs. lie has serVed in hls preséﬁi post in
wew Yorlk since August 1979. = \ 1 IR

During his’ distinguished career, Aubassador Ulfaki has Beeh a neuber of
‘Sudan ‘s delegatiqn‘toiégveral Crganization of African Unity, Arab League and »
Won-Aligned Liovement ninisterial and sumuit Conferences betveen 1966 and 1983..Hé
has been a member of Sudan's delegations to the thirtynfourth, thirty—fifth'

thlrtj sixth and thirty- seventh feuular se331ons of the General Aascnbly5 ~and also
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(Mr. Skogmo, Norway)

to special sessions of the General Assembly, since 1979. He has also led Sudan's
delegations to seﬁeral international conferences held under United Nations auspices,
and to non-allgned meetlngs.‘ ‘ o .

Apart from hlS profess1ona1 career, Ambassador Elfaki has also had a
distinguished academic career 1n political science and in 1nternat10nal law,
and diplomacy. In 1978 and 1979 he served as President of the Sudanese‘Dlplomets'
Association. 7 ' _ ‘ o .

It is a great pleasure and honour to nomlnate Ambassador Elfaki as
'Vlce—Chalrman of the Flrst Commlttee, and I propose that he be elected by

acclamatlon,

The CHAIRMAN: There being no other nominatione, I take it that, in -

accordance with rule 103 of the rules of procedure and with established practice,
the Committee wishes to dispense with the secret ballot and to declare
Ambassador Elfaki of Sudan elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by
acclamation. o ' '

Mr. Elfaki Abdalla Elfaki (Sudan) was elected Vice-Chairman of the First

Committee by acclamation.'

Mr. ESPECHE GIL (Argentlna) (1nterpretatlon from Spanlsh) As this is

the first tlme that the Argentine delegatlon is speaking 1n the Committee at this
session, Mr Chalrman, I should 11ke to extend to you our congratulations on your
election as Chairman. You may count on the full co-operatlon of the Argentine
delegation in the effective diechafge of your responsibilities. . ‘

I should also like to join in the statement you have just made concernlng
the outstandlng Work done by Mr, Gbeho last year when he pre51ded over the.
meetings of our Committee.

In the absence of Mr. Carasales, it 1s ny honour to nomlnate
Mr. Gheorghe Tinca, of the Permanent Mission of Romanla to the United Natlons,
as Vlce—Chalrman of the Flrst Commlttee. )

Mr. Tlnca is very well known 1n the United Natlons. I refer to his record
now, because it glves me an opportunlty of praising his work on all those
occa51ons when it fell to him to act with dedication and intelligence in the

service of his country and on behalf of international co-~operation.



BLOG/ed AJC.1/30/PV.2
9 10

(iir. uspeche Gil Argentina)

wr. ‘Winea, vho has an outstanding academic background in law and international
relations in his own country has worked in the field of disarmament in
Bucharest as well as in Geneva and ilew York. I should also add thaot
lir. Gheorghe Tinca was one of the authors of the important study produced by
the Secretary-General on all aspects of nuclear vreapons.

Yor all those reasons. we are convinced that Lir. Tinco will uale an

excellent Vice -Choiruaen of our Commitiee.

The CHAIRIAII: I am sure that I am expressing the sentinents of the
Comuittee when I thank the representative of Argentina for his delegation’s
important contribution to the work of the Committee as Vice -Chairman of last

veal's session.
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There being no other nominations, I take it that the Committee in this case
also wishes to dispense with the secret ballot and to declare Mr. Gheorghe Tinca

elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Gheorghe Tinca (Romania) was elected Vice-Cheirman of the First Committee
by acclamation. ' '

The CHAIRMAN: T extend to the two Vice--Chaixmen .o wmmiest
congratulations on the distinction that has been conferred on them and assure
them of my confidence that we shall co-operate in a harmonlous manner so that
we can jointly discharge the responsibilities incumbent upon us.

I now coll upon last year- s Chairsion, jmbassador Gbeho of. Ghap, .

Mr., GBEHO (Ghana): “iaen I had the privilese, 8ir, of noiinating
you for election to the chairmanship of this Committee at our firat weeting,
ny choice of words and obvious enthusiasm betrayed the high regard in
vhich I hold you. It is a greoat pieasure for ne, personclly ~nd oalso
for my delegation, to see you presiding over our deliberations. I wish to take
this opportunity once again to congratulate you most warnly on echieving this
distinction. . ,

I wish to express my sincere felicitations to Ambassador Elfaki of Sudan
and Mr. Tinca of Roménia on their election to the posts of Vice~Chairmen of the
Tirst Committee. I have no doubt that both you and the Committee will find
Mr. Elfaki of Sudan and Mr. Tinca of Romania admirsble friends and sunporters
of the best traditions of the Conmittee , given their wisdom, diplomatic skill
and experience in matters concerning disarmament and international security.

It is a tradition in the First Committee that the outgoing Chairman says
a few words on this occasion, and I am particularly anxious to do so in
expression of my sincerest thanks to all members of the Committee for the
tremendous assistance and encouragement extended to'me during the thirty-seventh
session. It is by no means an cuaggeration to say that uy tesh vas
considerably facilitated and also made more enjoyable because <theix éo~operation

was very positive, constructive and enlightening.
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You, Slr9 were one of the team of very able officials. who constituted
our proud bureau and w1thout whom our Commlttee would not. have -worked so well.
T am Dartlcularly 1ndebted to you, to- Ambassador LCarasales of Argentlna,
the other Vice- Challman and to Mr.vErdenechuluun of Mbngolla who served
the Commlttee as 1ts able Rapporteur I wish also to express my thanks and
' anprec1at10n to the Under—Secretary—General Mr. Ustinov, to our Assistantn
SecretarV—General Mr. Martenson and to the Secretary of ﬁhe Commlttee,,:
Mr Rathore and all hls other colleagues who worked so-hard and w1th ‘S0
much dedlcatlon. T am pr1v11eged and proud +to have had the. opportunlty to
‘forge a close and endurlng frlendshlp with each and every .one of then. ,
Custom demands that I say a word or two about the work of the First
ccmmlttee,Aand I now w1sh to turn to that. We are about to commence )
another session of meetings devoted to disarmament and international security
in an atmesphere that no one would desire.for'our_deiiberations. _Relations
hetﬁeen the two super=Powers, the star performers “have worsened considerably
~ since we concluded our work in December 1982 ‘Many are seized, understandably, -
w1th p6551m1sm with .regard.to our work, since 1t i; belleved that’ the two sides
may not even flnd 1t easy to communicate Wlth each other. Regrettable as the
situation 1s, 1t is my cons1dered opinion that the erst Commlttee s work
must proceed apace no matter what the c1rcumstances, and that we should all put
our talents together to forge the necessary polltlcal W111 for success.. My
faith in all the.ﬁembers of the Committee and my conviction’that even the-
superﬂPowers desire the ultimate goal . of‘peace’prompﬁ ne to. abpeal not only:
to the delegations constituting the Committee but, more important, to the.
delegatlons of the super-Powers to.endeavour to make our dlscu531ons a success..
- I have already_alluded_to thé tense atmosphere-in which we meet. This has
resulted from a gradual -deterioration of relations between East and West and -
the rather etrong language that :has been:employed in the attacks on each other.
A few incidents between them have also indicated guite clearly how fragile peace
and international,security have become.: I believe that the lesson:of the ominous
war clouds under which we.live is that conflict cannot be too far away. It is’

our duty, therefore, to create the conditions under which .disarmament and -
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arms control talks can be promlslng or. reassurlng. 'Since've"met'last year.f'
-the arms race has 1nten51f1ed and the arsenals of. the nuclear Powers have,i7
increased in quantlty and in quallty. The deployment of ‘missiles has also.

" become a controvers1al 1ssue and only today there is talk of the arms

~control talks being cut off altogether. These developments are indeed .

' regrettable but one reallzes also that not much’ brogress has been exnected '

in the arms control talhs because ‘of poor Eastnwest relatlons. Therefore‘ o
it is a challenge to the Commlttee at this se581on to 1mprove the 1nternat10nal
atmosphere and nrov1de the approprlate gu1de11nes through adoptlon of our =
resolutlons to facllltate negotlatlons on arms control and dlsarmament.

The dellcate nature of the debates 1n the Commlttee makes a departure
from tradltlonal nrocedures very dlfflcult. However, I hope I am permltted
_to venture a thought on how I con51der our dellberatlons can be made more
congise and: effective. It will be recalled that on prev1ous occasions ve
have grouned 8, number of 1tems under’ the ‘general title, for examnle of
“Dlsarmament and 1nternatlonal securlty and allowed delegatlons to speah‘

_on any of them at our meetlngs- Practlcal as that procedure has been, in my
view it tends to diffuse con31derat10n of the specific items. Therefore 1t
is my hope that ve shall be able to vary the procedure a llttle so as to ‘
focus more on a 1esser number of 1tems grouped together at any glven tlme.

I have no doubt that you w1ll lead us successfully in that dlrectlon

Mr Chalrman .
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All of us know what difficulties the United Nations has been experiencing
during the last twelve months. Its image as a world body has been attacked, while
its capacity to reduce tensions and produce answers to difficult international:
problems has been questioned. But we all know that the United Nations will be only
what its Member States are. Since all of us desire it to be more efficient,
partlcularly in the areas of arms control, dlsarmament and 1nternat10nal peace and
security, we have an onerous duty, in the First Committee espe01ally, to redouble
our efforts so that our deliberations can afford the various forums of the United
Nations system the opportunity for greater success than before;

These are not new ideas, but I dare say that they bear repetition at the
beginning of our work so as to streamline the debate and providéAthe encoﬁragement
to achieve more than before. Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt that with your ability
and expertise in these fields, you will lead us to a successful conclusion of our
work. In this daunting task, I wish to assure you of my delegation's fullest
support. ' ‘

May I also take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and appreciation
to you, Mr. Chairman, and to all the other colleagues who have used very kind words
to describe my period of service last year as Chairman of the Cbmmittee. I wish

you and the Committee every success in the task ahead.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of Ghana, Mf: Gbeho, fof his
pertinent and thought-provoking remarks. I also would like to thank him for his
generous words of congratulations to the officers of the Committee. It ié a great
satisfaction to me to know that I and the other officers of the Committee can draw
upon his wisdom and experience as we discuss and take action on the many items

which we have on our agenda.

Mr. ELFAKI (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic): Mr. Chairman, allow me
at the beginning of my statement, as this is the first time I am addressing the
Committee, to offer you cordial congratulations, on behalf of my delegation, on
your important election. The choice which has been made of you as Chairman is a
reaffirmation of the complete confidence which the international community has in
you, your skills and diplomatic experience, all of which were evident from your
past performance at the United Nations, for example, as Chairman of the Fourth

Committee at the thirty-first session, and also through your participation in the
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work of the Special Committee of Twenty-four of which you were Vice-Chairman. Your
election is also a recognition of the important and effective role played by your
country, Norway, with which we have friendly relations, for the cause of
disarmament and the strengthening of international peace and security, particularly
as your country, as we all know, has been a Member of this Orgénization which has
turned its words into deeds by performing peace-keeping operations in various parts
of the world. ‘

I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your kind words about me, and let me
take this opportunity to state that I shall at all times be ready to co-operate
with you and your fellow officers of the Committee, and other members of the
Committee, for the successful outcome of the work of this important Committee.

I also wish to thank the Permanent Representative of Ghana to the United
Nations, the outgoing Chairman of the First Committee for the verv kind words he
said about me this morning. Let me say, also, how very proud we are of him and of
the efforts he made to ensure a successful outcome of the work of the Committee
last year, and of his exemplary performance as Chairman.

I also would like to cordially thank Mr. Bjorn Skogmo of the Norwesian
delegation for being kind enough to nominate me for the post of Vice-Chairman and
for his kind remarks. \

I also wish to thank all the members of the First Committee for the confidence
they have expressed in me and my country by electing me Vice-Chairman. I wish to
assure all the members that I will co-operate to my fullest ability in the
performance of our work. I wish to thank the other Vice-Chairman for the important
role his country has played in the field of disarmament. I would also like to
congratulate him on his election. His experience and diplomatic skills will do
mich to advance the work of the Committee. I will co-operate with him to the

utmost in order to enable the Committee to complete its work properly.
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Mr. TINCA (Romanla) T must confess ‘that it is for me a particular
pleasure -and honour to be elected to serve as Vlce-Chairman of thls 1mportant
- Committee. For this honour I have 51ncere1y to thank you, Mr. Chalrman and all the'
members of this Commrttee, and I am partlcularly grateful to the representative of
Argentlna, who nominated me for this post L , ' o

I should like. to. offer my. congratulatlons to the other Vlce-Chalrman, the —~—
Ambassador of Sudan, and to assure him of my co-operatlon in the fulfilment of .
our respons1b111t1es. '

B I should like to avall myself of this opportunity to assure you,: Sir, and,,'»?»
through you, all the members of the Commlttee, of my full co-operation, dedication
and - why - not? ~ enthusiasm in discharglng the respon51b111ty entrusted to me ‘and
to the other officers of the Commlttee. I shall do everything in. my power to A
contribute to the successful conclusion of the work of thls important body.

I cannot conclude this short statement w1thout offering to you, Sir our
sincere congratulations on your electlon to the chairmanship of the’ Flrst Committee.
We are confident that youruability,“your,quallfications and. your skill as an
outstanding diplomat will guide the Committee's work to a successful conclusion,
and we are- sure- that this . year 4hie -body-will- be able to achieve practical results~“'
in curblng the arms race and on: disarmament . L
' I should also like to offer our thanks to the outg01ng Chairman ‘of the First )
Commlttee, the Permanent Representative of. Ghana to the Unlted Natlons, as well:as->~

to the other outg01ng officers.

. The CHATRMAN: T look forward to the very. active co—operation of the

_ Vlce—Chalrmen of the Commlttee,vand I am sure that I can count. on thelr a551stance
and thelr close co-operation.

The election of the Rapporteur of the Commlttee will take place at a later .
meeting.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN: I draw the attention'ofﬂthe members of the Committee to
document A/C.1/38/1, dated 28 September 1983, contdining the letter ‘dated
23 September 1983 addressed to me by the President of the General Assembly
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and 1nform1ng me that the General Commlttee, at 1ts hth meetlng, declded to -
'allocate 27 agenda 1tems to the Flrst Commlttee for 1ts cons1derat10n. .

"~ In order to be able to submlt a work programme “to the Flrst Commlttee for
approval by all members of the Commlttee I have»taken partlcular account of the
t1me 11m1tat10n the Commlttee faces.r Accordlng to establlshed practlce the
First Commlttee will beg1n its substantlve work only ‘after the conclu51on of the
general debate in the General Assembly, which is scheduled for 17 October 1983
On the other hand, the Commlttee should not g0 beyond the cut-off date suggested
by the General Assembly, that’ is, 9 December.’ These llmltatlons 1eave the Commlttee
with a period extending from 17 October to 9 December, durlng whlch the Commlttee
should be able to cover 1ts rather. heavy workload.' L o

I should now-like' to draw the attentlon of members of the Commlttee to
document A/C 1/38/2 dated T October 1983, Wthh contalns my proposals for the
programme of work and tlmetable of the Commlttee.:

As members w1ll note, compared to prev1ous years the programme of work and
tlmetable contalned 1n the document 1nclude some modest changes as far as the
organlzatlon of our work is. concerned._ In maklng these proposals I have been
motivated - solely by my ‘wish to expedlte and render more effectlve the. work of the
Commlttee. ‘More spe01f1cally, the purpose of my proposals has been to fac1l1tate
8 more structured and focused debate, partlcularly on the dlsarmament 1tems, and
to make pos51ble more ratlonal cons1derat10n of and actlon on draft resolutlons
submltted to the Commlttee. In thls latter context I have been partlcularly ‘
mindful of the problems faced by smaller delegatlons,‘espec1ally dur1ng the hect1c
conclud1ng phase of the Committee's con51derat10n of the dlsarmament 1tems, durlng
vhich time a large number of draft resolutions is acted upon 1n a very limited span
of time. In my opinion all delegatlons, and. part1cular1y the smaller ones, would
benefit from a modest attempt at streamllnlng the work of the Commlttee, and thls
is what I have attempted to accompllsh.‘ 7

The proposals made in document A/C.1/38/2 are my own proposals. They have,
however been the subject of extensive consultations w1th a number of individual
delegations and representatives of the regional groups. These consultatlons have
convinced me that there is w1despread support in the Commlttee for reforms along
the lines suggested in the tentative programme of work and t1metable, and thls

I find very gratifying and encouraglng.
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To summarize, in the document before the Committee I am making the following
main proposals: first, that the general debate on the disarmament items be
divided into phases, and that the items themselves be subjected to a rough
grouping to be considered by the Committee during Separate phases of its work;
secondly, that the deadline for the submission and introduction of draft |
resolutions on disarmament items be moved up; and, thirdly, that before the
Committee proceeds to take action upon draft resolutions on disarmament items
time be made available for in-depth consideration of texté and informal
consultations on them. At least in some cases this could conceivably facilitate
the merger of texts dealing with the same sublect matter.

Having made these general observations, I should like to proceed to a more
detailed presentation of my tentative programme of work and timetable.

Adding up the number of meetings proposed for the various stages of our
work, members will find that I have been working on the assumption that the '
Committee should be able to complete its work in a total of 65 meetings. I have
arrived at this number on the basis of past experience in the Committee. The
statistics show, for instance, that last year a total of 80 meetings had been
allocated to the Committee. Out of that total 59 meetings were actually utilized.
The corresponding figures for the preceding year are 68 and 51, respectively.
Against that background it seems likely to me that the Committee will be able
to conclude its work in the 65 meetings I have suggested. Hdwever, if this
turns out not to be the case there is the pdssibility of adding meetings, since

the Committee will have at its disposal a total of 80 meetings.
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Turning now to the document before us, I should like to draw the attention
of members of the Committee to the fact that it is suggested that the debate on
the disarmament items should be divided into three phases. V

The first phase, lasting from 17 to 21 October, should be devoted to
general debate on all disarmement items. Delegations are encouraged to inscribe
their names on the list of speakers as soon as possible. As necessary, the
general debate would continue into the second phase, lasting from 2Lk October
to 4 November.

During this second phase, however, delegations would be encouraged to
concentrate in their statements on those disarmament items listed on pages 1 to L
of document A/C.1/38/2.

' During the third phase of the Committee's debate on the disarmament items
lasting from 7 to 11 November, delegations would be encouraged to address
the remaining items, vwhich have been listed on pages 4 to 6 of document
A/C.1/38/2. The completion of the third phase on 11 November coincides with
the suggested deadline for the submission and introduction of draft resolutions.
On this point, let me add that, Subject to the approval of members of the
Committee, I intend to be firm on the éuggested deadline. Let me also add that
delegations are encouraged to submit and introduce their draft resolutions as
early’és possible during the first four weeks of the work of the Committee.

Following the completion of the third phase, the Committee will proceed
to act upon all draft resolutions that have been submitted on the disarmament
items. I am proposing that a two-week period, beginning on 1k November and
ending on 25 November, be set aside for the purpose of acting upon draft
resolutions.

In the first part of this period, however, it is my intention to schedule
a minimum number of formal meetings. It is my hope that this will make it
possible for individual delegations to subject draft resolutions to unhurried
and careful consideration. Also, I would hope that the time thus made available
could be constructively used for informal consultations and draft resolutions
between the delegations concerned. In particular, I would encourage the sponsors
of drafts dealing with the same subject-matter to get together and explore

the possibilities that might exist for merging texts.
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Having proposed that the Committee act on draft resolutions on the
disarmament 1tems between 1k and 25 November, let me add that in my oplnlon
this 'should not oreclude the p0351b111ty of 1ts taklng dec151ons before this.
period. Thus 1t is my understanding that9 1f a delegatlon ‘sutmitting and
introducing a draft resolution at an early date Wrshes to have it acted upon.
before the period designated for decision—taking in the document before members,
. the Committee should_make“eVery-effortAto-accommodate-that wish.

After the Committee has:acted‘on«draft resolutions on the disarmament items,
I propose that it,move”ou‘to consider and act -upon item 140, the Question of
Antarctica; Consrderation of this item would begin on 28 November and should
be concluded on 30 Né&émbér; Since there is a possibility that the draft
resolution on the item will entail financial implications9 the Committee's
consideration of it will have to be concluded in time to comply with the deadline
for Submission to the Fifth ‘Committee of all draft resolutions with such
1mp11catlons. . ~VA i » A

The flnal stage of the work of the. Commlttee w111 commence on 1 December -

" and end on 9 December. During this period the Committee will consider and

act upon the international security items on the agenda, and it is suggested
that.10 meetings be aliocated‘for the three‘items in question. 'Also, it is

my intention to make tlme avallable S0 that delegatlons will have an onortunlty
to carry out informal conSultatlons before the Committee’ proceeds to act upon
the draft. resolutlons on the 1nternat10nal security item. As indicated on

page T of document AlC. 1/38/2 the suggested deadline for subm1s31on and -
1ntroduct10n of draft resolutions is 2 December.'

By way of concludlng thls rev1ew of the tentatlve programme of “work and ‘
Atlme_table, I should like to emphase to all delegatlons that in carrying out

the programme flex1b111tj w1ll have to. be the key word. On the other hand

I believe that the Committee ‘would stand a better chance of mak1ng progress

on the v1tal 1ssues before us 1f every delegatlon in a splrlt of co-operatloh
and d1s01p11ne, dld its utmost to adhererto the‘guldellnes contained in the
doeumentithat I haye’submittedjtovthem;f I;aﬁpea1~for-and‘coﬁnt ‘on their

support in this regard.
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(The Chairman)

If there is no objection, I shall take it that the Committee agrees with
the suggested programme of work and time-table. A

.1t was so.decided. - . e e

The CHAIRMAN: Tt would be fair to say that the work programme the °
Committee has just approved presupposes full utilization of the time available
to us. A - R '-‘-; - - ’ )
| ‘At this juncture I should like to state that the efficient utlllzatlon of -
conference resources has long been of major concern to the General Assembly as
well as to all of us.’ Therefore‘it requires'ﬁhat”the.Committee should avoid the
loss of time arising from late starting or'early ending of meetings. To achieve
this goal, I shouldklike, with the co-operation of.the'members of the Committee,
to start the meetings punctually. In order to utilize fully the time available,
T will open the meetings of the Committee at 10.30 a.m. and 3 p.m. sharp and will

endeavour to close the meetings at.l p.m. and 6-p.m. ~It is my conviction that.

such a policy would also obviate the need to~ho1d night or weekend meetings.
T shall convene the Committee only when there is a sufficient number .of

'speakers, to ensure adequate utlllzatlon of avallable resources. No meeting

.should be scheduled for those days on which’ less than four delegations have

1nscr1bed their names on the list of- speakers.

In order to avoid unnecessary rush and to glve ample time, I open the list of

today. I urge delegatlons to 1nscr1be théir names on the l1st of speakers tefore the
Committee begins its substantive work. ' The list of- speakers for the general
_debateyﬁwand*l“emphaseafformthemgeneraladebate“u—lwili be eloSed on.19.0ctober.

at 6 p.m. | 7 c : o
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(The Chairman)

To facilitate the task of the Committee's officers, as well as the
Secretariat, members of the Committee should submit draft{ resolutions as for
in advance as feasible so as to provide sufficient time for consultations. The
Secretariat has asked me to request members of the Committee to note that draft
resolutions, amendments and co-sponsorships should be given in writing to the
Secretariat in order to avoid any possible misunderstanding. VWith regard to
requests for accommodation in and use of conference rooms for group meetings,
they may also be given in writing to the Secretariat.

In connection with documentation, I should like to indicate that over
the years the General Assembly has adopted a number of resolutions on the
control and limitation of documentation containing measures designed to make
the most effective and economical use of this vital but very expensive element
of the services. These rules have been summarized in document A/INF/136/Rev.l.
I would therefore at the outset request all delegations strietly to limit any
requests for additional documents. This is necessary, as representatives are
awvare, owing to the tremendous pressures on the Secretariat during the General
Assembly as far as the preparation, typing, translation and distribution of
documents are concerned. May I particularly appeal to members to take those
provisions which I have mentioned into account.

It would also be appreciated if delegations would provide the conference
officers with 20 copies of a statement when a prepared text is to be delivered.

As representatives know, the General Assembly, at its third plenary meeting
on 23 September, decided that smoking should be discouraged in large conference
rooms. I therefore appeal to all members of the Committee kindly to comply with
the decision of the General Assembly.

I should like to draw the attention of the members of the Committee to
rule 110 of the rules of procedure, which reads as follows:

Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be
expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session - or, in his
absence, by a member of his delegation -~ after all the officers of the
Committee have been elected.'

I hope this rule, as well as other rules pertaining to the Committee's work

and proceedings, will be strictly observed by all delegations.
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If no delegation wishes to make any observations or remarks at this
stage, I propose to adjourn the meeting. As decided, the Committee will

meet again on 17 October 1983, at 3 p.m.

The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m.






