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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN' '· ' 

The CIIJURl·1fiJ.T: On· behal'f ~~:r ·~-ii 'the rnembers of the Committee and 

on my mm behalf~ I tal:e creat pleasure in extendinc; a nost cordial and 

friendly velcome to the nev !Iember of the United lTa.tions, Saint 

Christopher and Hevis. 

Uay I express my profound appreciation to all l':·1embers of the United · 

nations for the honour arid pr:iviiege' yhich they have conferreCl. upon me and 

my country by electing me Chairman of the T:'irst Cor11ni ttee. 

I thanl: all representatives most uar1'1~Y for the confidence they have 

:9laced in me. It uill be m,y endeavour to conduct the business of the l"irst 
•. ,• .~. ~ ''' '•' . I' ' ' 

Colilmittee of the General Assembly in a manner uhich \rill t;ain their 

confidence and approval. 

Let ae say, first of all) hou much I appreciated the very kind uords 

offered by our Chairman of last year 9 Arnbassador Jruaes Victor Gbeho 

of Ghana, 1rhen he nominated me at the first meeting of the 

Committee. It 1ras :my pri viler-;e last year to serve as one of his 

Vice·-Chairmen and I uas much struck by his ene;ac;ine; personality and 

negotiating ability. 
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I aru. certain that I ruil expressin~ the sentiments of all r,lembers of the 

CodLlittee uhen I extend to ilh1bassador Gbei10 our con::;ratulations and [,rectitude for 

the exemplary Ic\anner in which he presided over our deliberations at the 

t.llirty···seventh session of the General i\.ssedbly. 

I am thus fully auare that I am follmrinc; a succession of distinL>uishecl 

C1ktirro1en. iTho presided ably and skilfully over the vorL of this Coiilllli ttee. 

I shall spare neither effort nor time to assist delegations in our coiill!lon 

endeavours. In so doinl:, _ I count on the constructive co·-·operation and assistance 

of the Co!1lillittee' s entire membership. It is t..;ratifyin.:.; to knov that I can count 

also on the most valuable e;,;:perience, competence and profound lmouledGe of 

~11y friends ~ the Under-·8ecretary -General for Political and Security Council Affairs, 

:i:lr • Viacheslav A. Ustinov 1 the Uncler· Becretary-·Genero.l for the Department for 

Disarmament Affairs; llr. Jan llartenson, and the Secreta.ry of the Co"1:rmittee, 

IIr. i.Iaeem nathore and his collea~ues. I rua. certain that~ the First Cor;L.,littee uill 

fully benefit from their experience and ue look forvarc1. to their co--operation 

111 dealing i-Tith the many important issues before this Conn:1ittee. 

The agenda for today; s 111eetinc; concerns the election of tile Vice-·Chairr1en 

and the orcanization o-z ;.;ark· 

If I hear no objectionc I shall consider tho:t the a.:_;enu.c. J.S ac1opted by the 

Couliui tt ee. 

The CHiHHlffi.H: Before taldn._; up tl1e items on our agenda._ I shoulC. lil~e 

to urau the attention of the Icle-~ioers of the CmJ:itlittee to the uecision of -t.lle 

General Assembly_ taken at. its 1935th rJ.eetinL, on 22 Septer,lber 19'(1, concerninG 

the }?rocedure ret;.ar<lin;:_, the election of officers of the llain Conuuittees of the 

Veneral Assei11bly. AccordinG to that decision, the nominations of candidates 

slwul<l be liE1ited to one statement for each candidate, after vrhich the Committee 

should ilmae<liately proceed to the election. The Coumittee will follmT this 

procedure in regard to the items on our a.;enda for today. 
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(iioruay): · On behalf of the i.iorve~;ian Goverm11ent .. . . .. . . . .,. 

I have the c;reat honour to nominate rd.s Excellency Hr. · Elf'ald Abdalla 

· l::lfaki of Suu.an as Vice· ~l.1o.iriilan of the l~'irst Coumittee <.lurinc; the thirty-·ei[.;hth · 

session of the General Assembly. 

fu;ibassaclor :C::lfo.l.d is at pre.sent· Deputy Per111Ulleat i.(epresentative of the Su<la.n 

to Jclle United. i:iatio'ns. He is.l;:nmm and respected. in the United nations for his 

·u.iplomatic sldlls and hiGh personal qualifications.· Tl1e liorve.::;ian <lelesci.tion 

·feels very confident that the election of .AL1bassador :Glfaki as Vice· ·Chairinan oi .. 

the ComHi ttee uill be most w-elcoii.le and that he uill be of invo.lual)le assistance 

to the ~hairuan ancl the officer::; of the Cormaittee in carryinc out the ·di~ficult 

ta.sl: of leadii1.:; us throur;h the ~irst Cormittee' s uor~: durinc; this .f\.ssecilbly • 

. Ambassador l.afald has .haLl a very distinGuished career in the Forei.::;n Service 

of his country. ·-He joined the Sudanese ·diploE:atic. serv.ice .. il:! Janua:r;;:.19GG. and 

served at ti.~e heo.t..1(luarters of th:: Sudanese liinistry of T'oreisn Affairs in both the 

firab and African. Affairs Depart!.lent. In the period bet1reen October 1967 and 

Gel:>te111ber 1972 he servecl on tl1e diplomatic steff of the· Sudanese · ~;1bassy . in 

I.a:..;os, :.H...;eria. In Septeuber 1972 i.1e 1ras appointecl Counsellor to· tile Sucl.anese 

:W~aiJassy in lioscovr ulH~re he served until Hoveuber 1974 _ uhei1 he ·::~1.s tr<o:u1sferred 

bo.ck to t.l1e headquarters of the Sudanese liinistry of Foreign Affairs as a 

).)e.J}uty Direc'~or. of the :Je)?arti11ent of International OrGanizations. In the _pe:do<l .. 

·oetueen Au~ust 1975 an<l Septelaber 19Tf i.1e joii1ecl the Jauaharlal !'Jehru University . 

ia Heu Delhi on a sc:l:10larship froia the .Inclian liinistry of 'Poreign •'V't:airs, before 

.returuinG;..t.o _his .. head.qu:;LrJ;ers to serv:e ::1.s i?irector __ o~. the !\.Tab. --~~fr:tirs Depa.rtraent 

in the liinistry of ForeiGn Affairs. he has served in his present post in 

i.~eu York sine~:: Au~ust .·1979. • 

DurinG his·. distinc;uishe<l career. .fuabassa<lor :Clf'aki has been a l!te:wb~:::r of 

Sudan·s delegation to .several Organization of African Unity, Arab LeaGue and 

Hon,..Aligned l~lovement mi~isterial ancl sumrnit Conferences betueen 1966 anc1 1983 •. He 

has been a member of Sudan's delegations to the thirty-fourth~ thirty-fifth, 

thirty· sixth ai1d thirtY··seventh :..~ecular sessions of the General l\.sse1:1bly, 2.n<l also 
. . . -·.- ...... - .. . 
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(Mr. Skogmo, Norway) 

to special sessions of' the General Assembly, since 1979· He has also led Sudan's 

delegations to several international conferences held under Un~ted Nations auspices, 

and to no?-aligned meetings. 

Apart f'rom his pro-f'essional· career~ ·Ambassador. Elf'aki has also had a 

distinguished academic career in political science and in international lav, 

and diplomacy. In 1978 and 1979 he served as President of' the Sudanese Diplomats' 

Association. 

It is a great pleasure and honour to nominate Ambassador Elfaki as 

Vice-Chal.rman of' the First Committee~ and I propose that he be elected by 

acclamation. 

The CHAIRMAN: There being no other nominations~ I take it that, in 

accordance with rule 103 of the rules of' procedure and with established practice, 

the Committee wishes to dispense with the secret ballot and to declare 

Ambassador Elf'aki of Sudan elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by 

acclamation. 

Mr. Elfaki Abdalla Elf'aki (Sudan) was elected Vice-Chairman of' the First 

Committee by acclamation. 

Mr. ESPECHE GIL (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): As this is 

the f'irst time that the Argentine delegation is speaking in the Committee at this 

session, Mr. Chairman, I· should like to extend to you our congratulations on .your 

election as Chairman. You may count on the f'ull co-operation of the Argentine 

delegation in the eff'ective discharge of' your responsibilities. 

I should also like to join in the statement you have just made concerning 
.. ~ ' .... 

the outstanding.work dorie i:;y·Mr·; Gbeho last .. year when he presided over the 

meetings of' our Committee. 

In the absence of' Mr. Carasales, it is my honour to nominate 

Mr. Gheorghe Tinea, of' the Permanent Mission of' Romania to the United Nations, 
" 

as Vice-Chairman of' the First Committee. 

Mr;·Tinca is very well known in the United Nations. I refer to his record 

now, because it gives me an opportunity of' praising his work on all those 

occasions when it fell to him to act with dedication and intelligence in the 

service of' his country and on behalf of international co-operation. 
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i.~r. ·~inca_ uho has an outstanuing academic bacltground in law and international 

relations in his alm country has uorlted in the :field o:f disarmament in 

Bucharest as 't-Tell as in Geneva ancl. rTelr York. I should also add that 

i·ir. Gheorc;he Tinea ltas one of the authors of the im.portant study produced by 

the SecretC~.rJ·-General on all aspects of nuclear 1rea.pons. 

l<'or all those reasons_ \Ie are convincetl tllo.t l-.ir. 'l'inccc uill ual~e an 

e:,cellent Vice· ·C;h::druan of our Committee. 

'l'p~ ___ C.£I£).}:1~JNI; I aill aure that I ::..m e::pressin0 the sentii:lents of the 

Comlilittee uhen I thank the representative of Arcentina for his cl.elegation 1 s 

important contri"uution to the uork of the Courlittee as Vice··Chairlilan of last 

year:s session. 



NR/jgg 
A/C.l/38/PV .2 

11 

(!he _ Chairman) 

There being no other nominations, I take it that the Committee in this case 

also 1-Tishes to dispense with the secret ballot and to declare Ur. Gheorghe Tinea 

elected Vice-Chairman o~ the First Committee by acclamation. 

Mr. Gheorghe Tinea (Romania). was elec"l?~C!..Y~~~=Ph~ir~~- ~!:' the First Committee 

by acclamation. 

congratulations on the distinction that has been con~erred on them and assure 

them of my confidence that ,.,e shall co--operate in a harmonious manner so that 

we can jointly discharge the responsibilities incumbent upon us. 

I 110\T co.ll U:Jun lfl.s'i:; yea.r · s Chair;:.lo.n~ .~uabassn.dor Gbeho of Gh<,.n.··. 

Hr. GD:CIIO (Ghana) : ~ :J.1en I harl the 1n~i vile~e, $i::' ~ of mn:i.no:t;i11c.; 

you for election to the chairmanship of this 6ommittee at our fL .. st Lleetins l 

oy choice of uordr:: and obvious enthusiasm betrayed the high regard in 

iThich I hold you. It is a. creat pl0asu:-,'e fo:c "12 ~ J?t"rson<'1l:l ~'.nli. o.lao 

for my delegation, to see you presiding over our deliberations. I l-rish to take 

this opportunity once again to congratulate you most warmly on achieving this 

distinction. 

I wish to express my sincere felicitations to Ambassador Elfaki of Sudan 

and~~. Tinea-of Romania on their election to the posts of Vice~Chairmen of the 

First Committee. I have no doubt that both you and the Committee "lrl.ll find 

Ur. Elfaki of Sudan and l~. Tinea of Romania admirable friends and supporters 

of the best traditions of the Committee~ given their ~risdom, diplomatic skill 

and experience in matters concerning disarmament and international security. 

It is a tradition in the First Committee that the outgoing Chairman says 

a felr 1-rords on this occasion, and I am particularly anxious to do so in 

expression of my sincerest thanks to all members of the Committee for the 

tremendous assistance and encouragement extended to me during the thirty--seventh 

session. It .is by no means an e::ac.;Gero.tion to say that rJ.Y tasl~ uas 

considerably facilitated and also made more enjoyable because their co-·operation 

was very positive, constructive and enlightening. 
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~ou,_.Sir, were one q,f the team of very able officials .who constituted 

our proud bureau and without whom our Committee would not have .worked so ivell. 
- - ' ~ < 

I am particularly indebted .to you, to Ambassador. ~Carasal~s of. Argentina, 

the oth~r Vice'.:..chairman,. and to !1r. Erdenechuluun of :Mongolia, who served. 

the Committee as its able Rapporteur. I wish also to express my thanks and .. · 

~npreciation to the Under-Secretary-General, 11r. Ustinov, to our Assistant

s;ecretary-Gene:r:al, Mr .. f1artem;S'n, and to the Secretary of the Connni~tee, 

Hr. Rather~, an?- all his other colleagues, who worked so.hard and with so 

much dedication ... I.am privi],eged and proud to have had the opportunity to 

for~e a close and enduring friendship with each and every one of them. 

Custom demands that I s~y a word or two about the work of the First 

' Committee, and I now wish to turn to .that. He are about to commence 

another session of meetin~s devoted to disarmamen~_and international security 

·in an atmosphere that no one would desire for our. deliberations .. Relations 

bet1·reen the two super-Powers, the star performers; have· worsened considerably 

Since 1-re concluded our work in December 1982. Many are . seized, understandably, 

with pessimism with _regard to our work, since it is believed t:hat the two sides 

may not even find it. easy to communicate with each other. Regrettable as the 

situation is, it is my considered opinion: that the First Connni ttee 's work 

must proceed apace no matter what the circumstances, and that we should .all· put. 

our talents together to forge the necessary political will for success .. My 

faith in all the members of the Committee and my conviction that even the 

super-Po-.rers desire the ultimate goal of ,peace prompt nie to appeal not only: 

to the delegations constituting the .Committee but, more important, to the. 

delegations of.the super-Powers to,endeavour to make .our discussions a success; 

I have already_ alluded to the .tense atmosphere ·.in which.··we meet. This has 

resulted from a gradual. deterioration of relations between East and West and . ·. 

the rather strong language that ;has been .employed in the attacks on each other. 

A fev incidents .bet-vreen them have also indicated quite clearly how fragile peace 

and international security have become.· I believe.that the lesson•of the ominous 

•·rar clouds under which ive ,live is that conflict cannot be too far avray; It is 

our duty, therefore? to create the condi tiohs under ivhich :disarmament and · 
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(Mr. Gbeho. Ghana) 

arms co:r1trol t~ll..:s c~n be promising or .reassuring. Since ·'I-re 'met .. last year. 
• ' ' .. ' < ' ' " 

· . the arms race has intensified·· . and the arsenals of the nuclear Powers have 
', - ~ . . 

increased in quantity and in quality. The deployment: o:f ·missiles has also . 
' '. ' . . 

become a· controversial issue, and on~y today there is talk of .the arms 

·control talks being cut off altogether. These developments are indeed . ... . . -- - - ... - .~ .. - ' . . -... . 

regrettable, but one realizes also that not much'progress has been expected 

in the arms control talks, because of poor East-Hest relations. Therefore 

it is a challenge to the Committee at this session to improve the international 

atmo'splie're. arid provide the appropriate guideiines' through adoption of our 

. resolutions, to facilitate negotiations on arms control and disarmament~ 
The delicate nature of the debates in the Committee makes a departure · 

from traditional procedures very difficult. Hol·rever~ I hope I am permitted 

to. venture a thought on how I consider our deliberations can be mage more 

c"oneise and effective. It will be recalled that on previous occasions 't·re 

have g~ouped a number of items under the general title, for example, of 

. 
11Dis~rmament and. international.sec\lrity11 and allowed delegations to speal..: 

on any o't them at our meetings. Practical as that procedure has be~n ~ in my 

-~~~w: i~ i·e~~s .. ~~- ~i;~~s-;;· con~ici~~~ti~m oi the ~pecific item~. · Theref~re ·it 
is my hope that i·re shall be able to vary the procedure a litt~e so· as to 

focus more o.n a lesser number of items grouped together at any given time. 

I have -no doubt that you will lead us successfully· in tll.at direction, 

Mr ~ ·Chairman. 
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All of us know what difficulties the United Nations has been experiencing 

during the last twelve months. Its image as a world body has been attacked, while 

its capacity to reduce tensions and produce answers to difficult international • 

problems has been questioned. But we all know that the United Nations will be only 

what its Member States are. Since all of us desire it to be more efficient, 

particularly in the areas of arms control, disarmament and international peace and 

security, we have an onerous duty, in the First Committee especially, to redouble 

our efforts so that our deliberations can afford the various forums of the United 

Nations system the opportunity for greater success than before. 

These are not new ideas, but I dare say that they bear repetition at the 

beginning of our work so as to streamline the debate and provide the encoura~ement 

to achieve more than before. Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt that with your ability 

and expertise in these fields, you will lead us to a successful conclusion of our 

work. In this daunting task, I wish to assure you of my delegation's fullest 

support. 

May I also take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks and appreciation 

to you, Mr. Chairman, and to all the other colleagues who have used very kind words 

to describe my period of service last year as Chairman of the- Committee. I wish 

you and the Committee every success in the task ahead. 

The CHAIRMAN~ I thank the representative of Ghana, Hr. Gbeho, for his 

pertinent and thought-provoking remarks. I also would like to thank him for his 

generous words of congratulations to the officers of the Committee. It is a great 

satisfaction to me to know that I and the other officers of the Committee can draw 

upon his wisdom and experience as we discuss and take action on the many items 

which we have on our agenda. 

Mr. ELFAKI (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic): :Mr. Chairman, allow me 

at the beginning of my statement, as this is the first time I am addressing the 

Committee, to offer you cordial congratulations, on behalf of my delegation, on 

your important election. The choice which has been made of you as Chairman is a 

reaffirmation of the complete confidence which the international community has in 

you, your skills and diplomatic experience, all of which were evident from your 

past performance at the United Nations, for example, as Chairman of the Fourth 

Committee at the thirty-first session, and also through your participation in the 
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(Mr. Elfaki, Sudan) 

work of the Special Committee of Twenty-four of which you were Vice~Chairman. Your 

election is also a recognition of the important and effective role played by your 

country, Norway, with which we have friendly relations, for the cause of 

disarmament and the strengthening of international peace and security, particularly 

as your country, as we all know, has been a Member of this Organization which has 

turned its words into deeds by performing peace-keeping operations in various parts 

of the world. 

I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your kind words about me, and let me 

take this opportunity to state that I shall at all times be ready to co-operate 

with you and your fellow officers of the Committee, and other members of the 

Committee, for the successful outcome of the work of this important Committee. 

I also wish to thank the Permanent Representative of Ghana to the United 

Nations, the outgoing Chairman of the First Committee for the very kind words he 

said about me this morning. Let me say, also, how very proud we are of him and of 

the efforts he made to ensure a successful outcome of the work of the Committee 

last year, and of his exemplary performance as Chairman. 

I also would like to cordially thank Mr. Bjorn Skogmo of the NorweP.ian 

delegation for being kind enough to nominate me for the post of Vice-Chairman and 

for his kind remarks. 

I also wish to thank all the members of the First Committee for the confidence 

they have expressed in me and my country by electing me Vice-Chairman. I wish to 

assure all the members that I will co-operate to my fullest ability in the 

performance of our work. I wish to thank the other Vice-Chairman for the important 

role his country has played in the field of disarmament. I would also like to 

congratulate him on his election. His experience and diplomatic skills will do 

much to advance the work of the Committee. I will co-operate with him to the 

utmost in order to enable the Committee to complete its work properly. 



RM/6/ed A/C.l/38/PV.2 
21 

Mr. TINCA (Romania): I must confess.that it is for_me ~particular 

pleasure ·and honour to be -elected t.o serve as Vice-Chairman of this important -. - . - ,• . . . . . . . '~' . . . . ·. . - . . . . 

Committee·. For this honour I have sincerely to thank you, Mr. Chairman and all the 

members of this Committee, and I am particularly grateful to the representative of. 

Argentina, who nominated me for this post. 

- I should like. to affer ... my: congratulations to the ather Vice-Chairman; ·the 

Ambassador of Sudan, and to assure him of my cq-aperati9n in the fulfilment of 

our responsibilities. 

~ __ f'lhould like to avail myself of this opportunity to· assure you,· Sir,· and·, 

through you, all the members of the Committee,- of my full co-operation, dedication 

and - why not? - enthusiasm in discharging the responsibility entrusted to me and 

to the other officers of the Committee. I shall do everything in my power to 

contribute to the successful conclusion of the work. of this important body. 

! .. cannot conclude this short statement without offering to you, Sir, our 

sincere congratulations on your election to the chairmanship of the First Committee. 

We are confident that your ab~lity, your qualifications and.your skill as an 

outstanding diplomat will guide the Committee's work to a successful conclusion, 

and we· are- sure that this year-- -thi&- body- wil-l··be· able to achieve-:-practicai· ·:resUlts· 

in curbing the arms race and on disarmament. 

I should also like to offer our.thanks to the outgoing Chairman of the F~rs~ 

Commi~tee., the Permanent Representative of Ghana to the United ·Nations; as well as · · · 

to the other outgoing officers • 

. The CHAIRMAN: J: look forward to the very active cc:;>.-operation of the 

Vice-Chairmen of the Committee~-- and I am sure that I can count. on their -as_sistan_c~

and their. close co-operat·ion. 

The election of the Rapporteur of the Committee will. take place at a later 

meeting. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

The CHAIRMAN: I draw the attention of.the members of the Committee to 

docUm.ent A/C.l/38/1, dated 28 September 1983;·containing the letter·dated 

23 September 1983 addressed to me by the President of _the General Assembly 
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and informing me that the General Committee, at its 4th meeting, decided to 

-allocate 27 agenda it.ems to the First ·_Commiitee for it~- consider~tion. 
- ~ ;, wo• ••~ •' 

In order to be able to submit a-work-programme-to the First Committee for 

approval by all members of the Committee I _have taken particular account of the 

time limitation the Commi~~e~ faces~ According to established_practice.tne 
w• • ·w,. •• ,.,, •• ·-·: ';"" • • ' ' • ' '' ' 

First Committee will begin its substantive work only after the conclusion of the 

general debate in the General Assembly, which is scheduled for 17 October 1983. 

On the other hand, the Committee should not go beyond the cut-off date suggested 

by the General Ass~mbly, that is, 9 December. The~e lkitati.ons leav~ the Committee . -

with a period extending from 17 October to 9. December; -during which the Committee 

should be able to cover its rather. heavy.w?rkloa~·-
.- -- 0 A 

I should now-like to draw the attention of members of the Committee to 

document A/C~l/38/2, dated 7 October 1983, .wh~ch contains_ my proposals for .the 

programme of work ·and timetable of the Committee. -• 

As members will note, compared to previous years the programme of work and 
-

timetable contained in the document include 'some modest changes as far as the 

organization of olir work_ is_ concern~d~-- . _ _;1:~_:_~!3-lt.~~fLthese. proposals.. I h~ve been 
. . - . . . . .. . ' . ; ' 

'motivated -solely by my wish to expedite and render more effective the. work of the 

Committee. More specifically, the purpose of my proposals has been to facilita~e 

a more 'structured and focused debate •. particularly on the disarmament items' and 
: . . . ' 

to make possibie more rational consideration of and action on draft resolutions 
. ' 

submitted to th~ Committee. In this· latter context. I have. been p~ticular~y 
mindful of the problems faced by smaller delegations, especially during the hectic 

concluding phase of the Committee's consideration of the disarmament items, dur-ing 

which time a large number of draft resolutions is acted upon in a very limited span 

of time. In my opinion all delegations~ and particularly the smaller ones, would 

benefit from a modest attempt at streamlining the work of the Committee, and this 

is what I have attempted to accomplish. 

The proposals made in document A/C.l/38/2 are my own proposals. They have, 

however, been the subject of extensive consUltations with a number of individual 

delegations and representatives of the regional groups. These consultations have 

convinced me that there is widespread support in·the Coromitt.ee for reforms along 

the lines suggested in the tentative programme of work and timetable, and this 

I find very gratifying and encouraging.: 
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To summarize~ in the document before the Committee I am making the following 

main proposals: first, that the general debate on the disarmament items be 

divided into phases~ and that the items themselves be subjected to a rough 

grouping to be considered by the Committee during separate phases of its work; 

secondly, that the deadline for the submission and introduction of draft 

resolutions on disarmament items be moved up; and, thirdlYs that before the 

Committee proceeds to take action upon draft resolutions on disarmament items 

time be made available for in-depth consideration of texts and informal 

consultations on them. At least in some cases this could conceivably facilitate 

the merger of texts dealing with the same subject matter. 

Having made these general observations~ I should like to proceed to a more 

detailed presentation of my tentative programme of work and timetable. 

Adding up the number of meetings proposed for the various stages of our 

work, members will find that I have been working on the assumption that the 

Committee should be able to complete its work in a total of 65 meetings. I have 

arrived at this number on the basis of past experience in the Committee. The 

statistics show~ for instance~ that last year a total of 80 meetings had been 

allocated to the Committee. Out of that total 59 meetings were actually utilized. 

The corresponding figures for the preceding year are 68 and 51, respectively. 

Against that background it seems likely to me that the Committee will be able 

to conclude its work in the 65 meetings I have suggested. However, if this 

turns out not to be the case there is the possibility of adding meetingss since 

the Committee will have at its disposal a total of 80 meetings. 
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(The Chairman) 

Turning now to the document before us, I should lU:e to drmv the attention 

of' members of the Committee to the :fact that it is suggested that the debate on 

the disarmament items should be divided into three phases. 

The first phase, lasting :from 17 to 21 October, should be devoted to 

general debate on all disarmament items. Delegations are encouraged to inscribe 

their names on the list of' speakers as soon as possible. As necessary, the 

general debate would continue into the second phase, lasting from 24 October 

to 4 November. 

During this second phase, hmrever, delegations would be encouraged to 

concentrate in their statements on those disarmament items listed_ on pages 1 to 4 

of' document A/C.l/38/2. 

During the third phase of' the Committee's debate on the disarmament items 

lasting from 7 to 11 November, delegations would be encouraged to address 

the remaining items, which have been listed on pages 4 to 6 of document 

A/C.l/38/2. The completion of the third phase on 11 November coincides with 

the suggested deadline f'or the submission and introduction of draft resolutions. 

On this point, let me add that, subject to the approval of' members of' the 

Committee, I intend to be f'irm on the suggested deadline. Let me also add that 

delegations are encouraged to submit and introduce their draft resolutions as 

early as possible during the first :four weeks of the work of the Committee. 

Following the completion of' the third phase, the Committee •·rill proceed 

to act upon all draf't resolutions that have been submitted on the disarmament 

i terns • I am proposing that a t1-m-1Veek period, beginning on 14 November and 

ending on 25 November, be set aside f'or the purpose of' acting upon draft 

resolutions. 

In the first part of this period, however, it is my intention to schedule 

a minimum number of formal meetings. It is my hope that this will mwte it 

possible for individual delegations to subject draft resolutions to unhurried 

and careful consideration. Also, I ~Vould hope that the time thus made available 

could be constructively used for informal consultations and draft resolutions 

between the delegations concerned. In particular, I would encourage the sponsors 

of drafts dealing 1·Ti th the same subj ect~-matter to get together and explore 

the possibilities that might exist for merging texts. 
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(The Chairman) 

IIaving proposed that the Committee act on draft resolutions on the 

disarmament items between 14 and 25 November, let me add that in my opinion 

this should not preclude the possibility of itstaking decisions before this . 
..,. ·--- . .. . . . ...... --~ . ~ --

period. Thus it is my understanding that, if a delegation submitting and 

introducing a draft resolution at an early date wishes to have it acted upon 

before the period designated for decision-taking in the docume~t before members) 

the .Commj.tt~~ should make every effort to -a~commodate· that wish. 

After the Committee has· acted ori draft resolutions on the disarmament items, 

I propose that it move on to consider and act-upon item 140, the Question of 

Antarctica. Consideration of this item -vrould bee;in on 28 November and should 

be concluded on 30 November. Since there is a possibility that the draft 

resolution on the item will entail financial implications, the Committee's 

consideration of it vrill have to be concluded in time to comply with the deadline 

for submission to the Fifth 'Co1nmittee of all draft resolutions with such 

implications. 

The final stage of the work of t~e Committee will commence on 1 December 

and end on 9 December. During this period the Committee vTill consider and 

act upon the international security items on the agenda, and it is suggested 

that.lO meetings be allocated for the three items in question. Also, it is 
' , -

my intention to make ,time av~ilable so that delegations vrill have an opportunity 

to carry out informal consultations before the-committee proceeds to act upon 

the draft resoiutions on the international security item. As indicatec1 on 

page 7 of document A/C.l/38/2, the suggested deadlinefor submission and 

introduction of draft resolutions is 2.December. 

By "\·Tay of concluding this review .of.~~~~ tentative programme of wori~ ~nd 

time-table, I should like to emphase to all delegations that in carrying out 

the programme flexibility will have to be the key word. On the other hand, 

I believe that the Committee·would stand a better chance of making progress 

on the vital issues before us if every delegation, in a spirit of co-operation 

and discipline, did its utmost to adhere to the guidelines contained in the 

document that I have submitted .to. them.. I ·appeal for and count ·an their 

support in this regard. 
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(The Chairman.) 

If' there is no objection, I shall take it that the Committee agrees vrith 

the suggested programme of' 1-rork and time-table . 

.. It .was so.decided. · 

The CHAIRMAN: It 1·rould be. f'air to say that the 1rork programme the 

Committee has just approved presupposes f'ull utilization of' the time available 

to us. 

At this juncture I should like to state that the ef'f'icient utilization of' 

.conference resources has lone been of' major concern to the General Assembly as 

.1-tell as .. to all. of. us. Therefo~e_ it requir~s _thatthe Committee should avoid the 

loss of time arising from iate starting or early ending of' meetings.· To achieve 

this goal, I should like, with the co-operation of the members of the Committee, 

to start the meetings punctually. In order to utilize fully the time available, 

I will open the meet~ngs of the Committee at 10~30 a.m. and 3 p.m. sharp and will 

~ndeavour to c::!lose.the meetings at .. l p.m ... and 6··p.m .. ···It is my conviction that 

such a policy would also obviate the need to hold night or weekend meetings. 

I shall convene the Committee only vrhen there is a suf'f'icient number .of 

speaRers~ to ensure adequate utilization of available resources. No meeting 
.. 

should be scheduled for thos·e days on vThich less than four delegations· have 

inscribed their names on the list of' speakers. 

In order to avoid unnecessary rush and to give ample time, I open the list of 

.. spea~e.rs for the general deb!:!.~~ _9n -:t?e d~sarmainent i terns, the first phase, as of · 

today. I tirge delegations to inscribe their names on the list of speakers tefore the 

Committee begins its substantive vrork; ·.The list of spealcers for the general 

. debaj:;e :-.. a:t;ld_._I .. emph,ase_ .. 11for .. the.general. debate:: .. -. l-Till be closed on .. 1£) .. Octo.ber 

at 6 p.m. 
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(The Chairman) 

To facilitate the task of the Committee's officers, as ivell as the 

Secretariat, members of the Committee should submit draft resolutions as for 

in advance as feasible so as to provide sufficient time for consultations. The 

Secretariat has asked me to request members of the Committee to note that draft 

resolutions, amendments and co-sponsorships should be given in writing to the 

Secretariat in order to avoid any possible misunderstanding. Hith ree;ard to 

requests for accommodation in and use of conference rooms for group meetings, 

they may also be given in writing to the Secretariat. 

In connection vdth documentation, I should like to indicate that over 

the years the General Assembly has adopted a number of resolutions on the 

control and limitation of documentation containing measures designed to make 

the most effective and economical use of this vital but very expensive element 

of the services. These rules have been summarized in document A/INF/136/Rev.l. 

I would therefore at the outset request all delegations strictly to limit any 

requests for additional documents. This is necessary, as representatives are 

aware, ovling to the tremendous pressures on the Secretariat during the General 

Assembly as far as the preparation, typing, translation and distribution of 

documents are concerned. May I particularly appeal to members to take those 

provisions which I have mentioned into account. 

It would also be appreciated if delegations would provide the conference 

officers with 20 copies of a statement when a prepared text is to be delivered. 

As representatives know, the General Assembly, at its third plenary meeting 

on 23 September, decided that smoking should be discouraged in large conference 

rooms. I therefore appeal to all members of the Committee kindly to comply with 

the decision of the General Assembly. 

I should like to draw the attention of the members of the Committee to 

rule 110 of the rules of procedure, which reads as follows: 
11 Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be 

expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session - or, in his 

absence, by a member of his delegation - after all the officers of the 

Committee have been elected. 11 

I hope this rule, as well as other rules pertaining to the Committee's work 

and proceedings, lrill be strictly observed by all delegations. 
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I:f no delegation "Tishes to make any observations or remarks at this 

stage, I propose to adjourn the meeting. As decicled, ·the Committee 'lvill 

meet again on 17 October 1983, at 3 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 11.45 a.m. 




