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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its l~th plenary meeting, on 21 S(1)tember 1979, the General Assembly, on
the rpcommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item entitled
;-'United Fations Conference on Nel'; and 8eneuable Sources of Energy: report of the
Secretary-General" in the agenda of its thirty-fourth session and to allocate it to
the Second Committee.

2. The Second Committee considered the item at its 33rd, 44th, 45th, 47th and
54th meetings, on 7, 19, 21 and 23 l,jovcmber, and 1 December 1979. An account of the
discussion of thf> Committee is contained in the relevant summary records
(A/C.2f3!c/SR.33, 44, 45, 47 and 54).

3. For its consideration of the item, thp Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Economic and Social Council on the work of its
organizational session for 1979~ its first and second regular sessions
of 1979 and its resumed second regular session of 1979; !/

(b) Letter dated 1 October 1979 from the Permanent Representative of Cuba
to the Unitpd Nations addressp(1 to the Secretary-General~ transmitting
the F~nal Declaration of the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or
Govf"rnment of Non-Aligned Countries ~ held at Havana from 3 to
9 September 1979 (A/34/542);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on preparations for the United Nations
Conference on He" and Rene\,rable Sources of Energy (A/34/585);

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtyoofourth Session,
SUDP1~ment ~o. 3 (A/34/3), chap. XV.
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(d) Letter dated 19 September 1979 from the Permanent Representative of
Austria to the United Hations acldresspd to the Spcrptary-General
(A! C. 2! 3~13) ;

(e) Letter dated 4 October 1979 from thp Permanent Representative of Kenya
to the United "Tations addrpssed to the Secrf'tsry-G"neral (A!C.2!3417);

(f) Report of the Chairman of the Committee on Natural Resources on its "ork
at the sixth session (E!1979!69);

(id Progress rpport of thp Secretary·-General On preparations for the United
Nations Conferpnce on Ne" and Rene;mblc Sources of Energy (E!1979!98).

4. At thp 33rd meeting, on 7 November, the representatives of Austria and Kenya
made statements concerning the letters addressed to the Secretary-General by their
resppctive Permanent Reprpsentatives (A!C.2!34!3 and A!C.2!34!7).

5. At the 44th meeting, on 19 llovembpr, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on F!p'W and Rene"rable Sources of EnPT@Y madp an introductory statement
,,:rhich lTa3 subsequently TPproduced, by a decision of the Committee, in dOCUITlpnt

A!C.2!34!15.

11. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

6. At the 33rd mcetinr;, On 7 november, thp reprpsentative of India, on behalf of
the States Hembers of thE" United T'Tations "'(·!hieh arp members of the Group of 77,
introduced a draft resolution (A!C.2!34!L.18) entitled. "Uniteo TJations Conference
on Nev! and Renevable Sources ol' Energy";) 'uhich read as follm'Ts:

;lThe General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 Hay 1974
containing the Declaration and thp Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974
containing the ~narter of Economic Rights and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII)
of 16 Septembor 1975 on development and international economic co-operation~

"Recallinr; also its resolution 33!11,S of 20 December 1978, in which the
Assembly decided to convene an international conference on nCltT and rene1,,,able
sources of energy in 1981 under the auspic"s of the United Nations,

"Taldng note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1979!66 of
3 August 1979,

"B.'arinr: in mind its resolution 33!134 of 19 December 1978 on the United
nations Conff'rpncf' O!l Technical Co-operation among the Developing Countries,

;"Eearinf- in mind in particular thp critical role which nC1! and renewable
sources of enerr;y can play in increasing industrial, technological, production
and distribution capacities of devploping countries as well as in enhancing
rpsearch and development in this field,
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"Taking note of the progress reports of the Secretary-General and the
Secretary·-Ceneral of the Conference on the preparations for the TJni ted Nations
Conference on ":'Te11 and Renel1able Sources of Energy ~ ?:.../

~;l. Decides that thp United Nations ConfcYC'ncf:' on He'i,r and Renel"lable
Sources of Energy shall be held at Nairobi, Kenya, in August 1981;

"2. Decid.es to designate as the Pre]Jaratory Committee for the United
ITations Conference on Npvr and Renewablp Sources of Energy the Connnittee on
Natural Resources~ meeting for this purpose in sessions open to the
]Jarticipation of all States as full members within the framework of General
Assembly resolution 33/148, and that it shall report to the General Assembly
through the Economic and Social Council;

""'3. Decides that the \,!Orking languaees of the Preparatory Corr..mittee
should ·Of' the.t of the Gf''lf'ral Asspmbly;

:14. Decidps further to schodule tlJO sessions of thp Preparatory CommitteE"
in 1980, the first to be hpld early in the year and the second to be held in
time to facilitate the submission of the Committee J s renort to the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session through the Economic and Social Council
at its second regular session of 1980;

"'5. Requests the COlmnittee to include in the above-mentioned rerort
recommendations concerning the duration of the ConferpncE' ~ spf'cific dates,
invitations and draft agenda for tl1f' Conferences and the lv-ark programme of the
Committee for 1981;

'6. Decides that the technical panels appointed by the Secretary-General
in accordance vrith GPDeral Assembly resolutio~- 33/148 should prepare their
technical re~orts in time for consideration by the Preparatory Corrmittee at
its second session of 1980;

"7. "Requests the S~cretary-Genpral to mal-<::e the necessary arrangements to
co-operate with the Government of Kenya with a vie"T to holding the Conferpnce
therp ~ to submit to the Confprence all relevant documentation and to arrange
for the necessary staff~ facilities and services;

"
i7 8. Recommends thst States designate national focal points vhich I,rill

co-ordinate preparations for the Conference at the national level and provide
a link to the Conference secretariat in its preparatory activitips;

"9. Invitf's, in addition to thf' organizations mentioned in paragra1)h 7
of rf'solution 33/148, interested intergovernmental regional organizations to
contribut~ to the preparation for the Conference in an appropriate manner;

\110. D.equpsts the Secrptary-Gpneral and the concerned organs ~ organizations
and special agPDcies of thp United rations system to identifiJ, in time for

~I Sce resolutions 33/148, naras. 9 and 11.
I ...
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consideration by the Pre~oaratory CorJ:'nitt~p at its second session of 1980 and
for final decision by the' C'>l1.eral /\_sserl1bl~,r at its thirty-fifth session~ ·ways
in '\Thich" nending the holding of thp ConferencP'} t'L1E?' United Nations system can
more effectively assist the developinG countries in the area of neiV' and
renel'lablp sources of energy,. \vith -particular attention '} int,er alia~ to ~

n( a) Concrete rneasurps for thE'> transfer of rplevant technology to
developinG countries;

"(b) ~ .l:.xcnange
eA~eriences in the

of research and information on the latest developments and
practical application of nel;! and rpnelilable sources of energy;

/ ...

;;( c) Provision of apprnpriate technical assistance, as DPcessary) to the
desi~natcd national focal points in the preparations for th~ Confer0Dce;

;;(d) Provision of financial assistance for the measures listed abovf';

"11 .. "Bequests the Secretary-G'2nera1 and the organs ~ organizations and
bodies within the United Bations syst~m to provide all necessRry assistance~

in particular techni cal assistance'} to G.evelopinr: cOlmtries, at thpir request,
in the preparations for the Conferpnce at the national, subregional ~ regional)
intcrregional and global levels;

';12. Requests thp Secretary-Gen~ral to accelerate preparations for the
Conference and also to organize a progralnme of public information activities
designed to ensurp \Torld-1Jide m-rarpnpss of the imnortance of the Confprencp
[md its obJ ectiv,,=,s ;

il13. Requests the Secretary--General to submit to the General Assembly at
its thirty-fifth spssion a report on the :orepsrations for the Confprpnce,
includinG recommendations for a detailed programme and calendar of activities
and of othe-r lliP8sures \·rllich may still be required to meet fully the objectives
of rpsolution 33/148."

7. At its 54th meeting, on 1 I:ecember, the Committee was informed by the Chairman
that, in the light of the draft resolution contained in document A/C.2/34/L.IOl
sub~itted by J1r. Xifra, Vicp-Chairman of the ConTInittee~ on the basis of informal
consultations ~ draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.13 had been withdrav!n by the sponsors.

8. The Committee \·las also informed by tll"" Chairman that the statement by the
Seeretary-Genpral (A/C. 2/34/L. 92) on the administrativE' and financial implications
of draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.IG were also applicable to draft rpsolution
A/C.2/34/L.lOl. .

9. At the same meeting, the CommitteE' adOpted draft resolution A/C.2/34/L.10l
(see para. 11).

10. I,fter the adoption of draft rc'solution A/C.2/34/L.I01, statemE'nts '·,ere made b,'
the represpntatiyes of In:>land (on behalf of the ,state's l'iembers of tho::> United :Nations
\'Thich are members of thp Europp2n Economic Community), Bulgaria (on bphalf of
BulGaria~ the Byelorussian Soviet Soci8list Rppublic, CzpchoslovaJda, the German
Democratic Republic, Eunc;ary, donpolia, Poland, thi-'> Ukrainian SoviC:'t Socialist
Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist ~epublics), thp Unitpd States of PJ11erica
and Kenya.
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Ill. p:CCm'j;'BNDATION OF THE SECOND Cm~'HTTEE

11. The Second COl~~ittee reco~mends to the GPDeral Assembly the adoption of the
follO\Tine; draft resolution:

Uni ted Nations Conference on iTp1v and l.1.pne"'l{able Sources of ~nerp:y

The General Assembly~

!:ecalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 '''lay 1974 containing
the Declaration and the ProgrammE' of Action on the Establishment of a Ne"
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the
Charter of Economic Ri~hts and Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975
on devPlopI!lent and international economic co-operation"

Pecallinp; also its resolution 33/148 of 20 December 1978, in 1<hich it decided
to convene an international conference on neH and reneliTable sources of f"nergy in
1981 undPT the auspices of the Unitpd Nations,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/66 of 3 August 1979,

Bearinp; in 8ind its rpsolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978 on the United Nations
Conference on Tpchnical Co-operation among thp DevPloping Countries,

Bparing in mind in particular the critical role 'i"hich nf"~-l and rpne~'Jable sources
of energy can play in increasing thf" industrial, technological, production and
distribution capacities of developine countries as veIl as in enhancing research
and development in this field,

Taking note of the progress reports of the Secretary-General and the Secretary
General of the Dni ted nations Conference on 1,TP1;-T and :qene~-Tablp Sources of Energy on
the prccparations for the Conferencp, ]/

1. Dr~:,cides tho~t the United nations Confprencp on :New and Rene-;;'lable Sources
of Enercy shall be held at Nairobi in August 1981;

2. Dpcides to designatp as the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on Dew and Renewable Sources of ~nergy the Committee on Natural Resources,
mepting for this purpose in sessions open to the participation of all States as full
mpmbers "ithin the frarne"ork of General J'sspmbly resolution 33/1[,8, and decides that
the Preparatory Committee shall report to the Assembly through the Economic and
Social Council;

3. Lecides that the ,wrkins lanr,uages of the Preparatory Committee shall be
those of the Genpral Assembly;

4.
1980, the

Decides furthpr to schedul n tuo spssions of tl1e Preparatory Committee in
first to he held early in the year and the second to bp held in tim~ to

]/ A/34/585.

/ ...



fC/341767
l.::nglish
Page 6

facilitatp the submission of th~ Co~~ittee's report to the General Assembly at its
tllirty--fifth session through th~? Economic Elnd Social Council at its second regular
session of 1980;

5~ Requests the Preparatory Committ~p to include in the abov~-mentioned

r,,:,port recommendations concerning the duration of the Conference, specific dates ~

invitations and draft agenda for the Conference and the vlork procranrrae of the
Committpp for 1981;

6. Decides that the technical panels appointed by the Secretary-General in
accordance with Genpral Assembly resolution 33/148 should prepare their interim
renorts lil time for consideration by the Preparatory Committee at its second
session of 1930;

7.
dptailed
\'lhich no

Co~siders that adpquatp arrangements s~ould bp made to ensure equally
consideration for those areas of n",,'iJ and rpnewable sources of enersy for
technical panels have oeen created, namely, peat and drau~ht animal power;

8, I\pqup>sts the Spcrptary--Cpneral to make the necessary arrangemf'llts to
co-opprate with the Covprn~ent of Xcnya with a view to holding the Confprence there~

t.o submit to thp. COnff"rCDCC' all relpvant docl..Lrrtentation and to arraD[Zp for thp
necessary staff, facilities and services;

9~ Recomm 0 nds that States should desir,natf"' national focal points \<rhich 'i·rill
co--ordinaTe pn",parations for the Confprencp at thi?' national level and provide a
link to the Conference secretariat in its preparatory activities;

lO~ Tnvitps ~ in ac1dition to the organizations mentioned in paragraph 7 of
resolution 33/148, interpstpd intprgovernmf·ntal organizations ~ in particula.r
regional orGanizations ~ and intprpstpd non-govprnmpntal organizations to contribute
to the preparation for thp Conference in an appropriate manner;

11~ n.cqu2sts the Sr'cretar:{-General and the concerned organs ~ ore:anizations and
specializpd agpncies of the Dui tcd nations system to identify and submit a report
for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session on the ways
in 'ilhich~ pending the holding of the ConfpreDce, th-:=" United Nations system can more
effectively assist l~prnber States ~ and in parti cular the developing countries, in
thp arpa of ne~I and renevahle sourcos of energy') 'i.;rith particular attention,
j.nter alia) to:

(a) Concrete rnr'3sures for thf' tr8nsfer of relevant technology to c1c>vploping
countric:'s ~

(b) Exchanee of research and information on the latest developments and
expc-'riences in the practical application of :lP"U and ren'?'i~Tabl(:;, sources of pnere:y'

(c) Provision of aupropriate tpchnical assistancp, as necpssary, to the
d'~sign2.tpcl national focal points in thE' prr.parations for thp Confer<:"TIce:

(d) Provision of financial assistance for the measures listed above;

/ ...
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12. Requests the Secretary-General and the organs ~ organizations and bodies
within the united Nations system to provide appropriate aGsistance~ including
technical assistance, to developing countries, at their request and in accordance
with established procedures, in their preparations for the Conference at the
national level through their national focal points and at the subrcgional, regional,
intcrrcgional and global levels ~ using, inter alia, to the cn-.>atest extent possible,
existing resources;

13. Invites also Governments lD a position to do so to provide similar
assistance;

14. Requests the Secyptary-General to accelerate preparations for thp
Conference also through a programme of public information activities dpsigned to
ensure '\1orld--'\·Tidp m,rareness of tb,,::> importance of the Conferpnce and its objecti Vf:>.S:j

15. :Requests thp Spcretary-General to submit to thp Genpral Asspmbly at its
thirty-fifth session a report on th~ preparations for the Conferencp, including
recommendations for a detailpd programme and calendar of activities and of other
lliP3sures, particularly the consideration of the final rpsults of th~ technical
panels by the Preparatory Committee, vhich may still be requirE'd to mpet fully the
objectives of rpsolution 33/148.




