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The meeting was called to order at 10,25 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continuved)
GENERAL DEBATE

The PRESIDENT: I should like to ramind representatives that, in
accordance with the decision taken by the Genmeral Assembly at its 3rd plenary
meeting, congratulations should not be expressed in the General Assembly Hall after
a statement has besen delivered.

In this connection, may I alsc remind representatives that, in accordance with
another decisiou taken by the Assembly at the same meeting, speakers in the general
debate, after delivering their statements, should leave the Assembly Hall through
Room GA-200 at the rear of the podium before returniag to their places.

Mr. GENSCEER (Federal Republic of Germany) (spoke in German; English text
furnished by the delegation): I wish first of all to offer you, Mr. President, my
warm congratulations on your election to your high office. You are guiding the
foreign policy of a country with whichk we have close, friendly relations. We are
partners with Malta in developing security and co-operation in Burope. With vou as
its President this session of the General Assembly is in good hands.

I wish as well to express my thanks to your predecessor, Ambassador Joseph
- Garba, for the way in which he conducted his presidency.

Our special thanks znd apprecisation go to the Secretary-General. We are
determined to continue to support his couragecus and far-sighted initiatives. You,
Mr. Secretary-General, have opened up new ways in which the United Nations can

successfully perform its peace=keepin§ roie.
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I take great pleasure in the fact that Liechtenstein, a neighbour witp whom we
have a close relationship, has become the youngest member of this family of nationms.

I extend a cordial welcome in this Assembly to the represeatative of Namibia,
a country with vhich we are closely associated by virtue of our history, our
friendship and ocur joint efforts to secure its independence.

We warmly congratulate our friends the people of Yemen on having achieved
unity. We sincerely hope that the Korean mnation, too, will soon be able to
overcome ité division,

I welcome the statement of fundamental significance made by my Italian
colleague, Mr. De Michelis, on behalf of the European Community. He spoke in our
name as well.

Over the past year the situation in Europe, and with it the situation in
Germany, has undergone fundamental change. Never has it been more cbvious how
closely Germany’s fate is linked with that of Europe. The unity of Germany is a
step towards the unity of Europe. The third of October 1990 will be the day of
German unity. To us Germans, this will be a day of rejoicing, gratitude and
refiection. Our long-cherished desire to unite in peace and freedom will be
fulfilled. This is a source of great pleasure for us. The world is following the
unification of Germany with good will, sympathy and frgendship. For this we are
deeply grateful.

In this historic phase, the Germans are filled with a sense of history and
responsibility; they are not being carried away with nationalistic exuberance. We
will not forget the endless suffering that was brought upon the nations of Europe
and the world in the name of Germany. We commemorate all the victims of war and
tyranny. We recall, especiglly, the untold suffering inflicted upon the Jewish

people. We are aware of our responsibility and we accept it. To the General
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Assembly of the United Nations I address this message: We Germans are united in
the determination that none of this must ever be allowed to happen again.

Our nation will live united again in one democratic State. That State, our
comnon State, will be founded on respect for inalienable human rights. Only peace
will emanate from German s0il. For all time, the prineciples enshrined in our
Constitution, human rights and human dignity, democracy and the rule of law, social
Justice and respect for creation, peace and good-neighbourly relations will govern
our thoughtz and our actioas.

As an equal partner in a united Burope, we are resolved to serve world peace.
This commitment, which is embodied in the preamble to our Basic Law, determines our
policy. It is a rejection of power politics; it implies a policy based on
responsibility.

Ever since it joined the United Nations, the Federal Republic of Germany has
demanded in this world forum the unification of our indivieible nation. Every year
since 1974, I myself have declared in the Censral Assembly our determination to
work for a state of peace in Eurcpe in which the German nation would recover its
unity in free self-determination.

On evéry such occasiog, I also had in mind the Germans living in the region I
personally come from, the Gs:man Democratic Republic. I knew they longed for
German unity just as much as we in the Federal Republic of Germany, but they were
not sble to express their feelirgs ard views here in this Assembly of the United
Nations. Now, howaver, they have demonstrated their commitment t? froedom and
unity. Together with them, we now rejoice ;n German unity. We know that it will
bring unity for Burope, too. 8o today, united in heart end in will, we greet the

nations of the world.
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This occasion f£ills me with deep gratitude, gratitude which I also extend tec
my colleagues James Baker, Roland Dumas, Douglas Hurd and Eduard Shevardnadze who,
especially in recent months, have dene so much te help us achieve this objective.

The recollection of last year's session of the General Assembly indicates the
problems we had to solve. At that time, we were still involved in laborious
negotiations to open the door to freedom for the thousands of Germans coafined in
our embassy in Prague.

My thanks goes out also to the courageous Hungarian people, who were the first
to 1lift the iromn curtain.

We Germans realized all along that only peace and the esnding of Burope's
division could lead to the unification of our country. We seized the opportunities
for co-opsration. We renouaced the use or threat of force and have kept that
pledge. We banked on the peace-inspiring strength of human rights and fundamental
freedoms. We established 2 political order based on freedom in the Federal
Republic of Germany.

With the support of our friends and partners, we regained the confidence of
the nations of the world, and thus established one of the foundations for German
unity. Milestones along the road are the Federal Republic's membership in the
Council of Europe, the Western Alliance and the Eurcpean Community. By taking
thege steps, we returned to the community of democracies.

Through the treaties of Moscow and Warsaw and the treaty with Czechoslovakia,
the foundations were laid for a new relationship with our Eastern neighbours. And
the basic treaty with the German Democratic Republic created a modus vivendi

between the two German States for the time the nation remained divided.
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That German tresty policy also opened the way to the Helsinki Final Act. The
momentum of the process of the Committes on Security and Co-operation in Europe and
the radical reforms in the Soviet Union under the leadership of Mikhail Gorbachev
ultimately made it possible to end Europe's and hence Germany's division.

The peoples of Csntral and Eastern Europe chose the path of peaceful
revolution lsading to freedom and democracy. Each of their decisions was a
decision in favour of Europe. Through their peaceful revolution the Germans now
uniting with us have demonstrated to the whole world their belief in freedom, in
unity and democracy, and hence in Europe.

We thank our friends and allies in the West. They have stood by our side in
good and in aifficult times. To the American.people in particular I wish to say:
we shall never forget the airiift to Berlin.

On the eve of German unification we convsy our thanks to President Bush,
President Mitterrand and Prime Minister Thatcher for their support, their
statesmanly far-sightedness and their understanding of our ration's longing for
unity.

We thank our friends in the Buropean Community headed by the President of the
- Commission, Jacques Delors, and we thank our friends all over the world.

We are grateful to President Gorbachev. HKis courageous policy has opened
Europe's way to a new future and given Germany the chance to racover its unity in
. freedom. This alsc means a great deal for the future of German-Soviet relations.

We Cermans want nothing other tham to live in freedom and democracy, in unity
and peace with all our neighbours. 1In the Treaty on the Final Settlement with

respect to Germany, which we signed in Moscow on 12 September, with France, the
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Soviet Union, the United States of America and the United Kingdom, we Germans
reatfirmed the united Germany's responsibility for peace.

With our policy we aim go set a good example. We reaffirm our renunciation of
the manufacture of, possession of and control over nuclear, biological and chemical
weapons. We renew our commitment to the rights and obligations arising from the
Ireaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. Our decision to reduce the
personnel streongth of the armed forces of the united Germany to 370,000 is a
significant German contribﬁtion to extensive digarmament in Burope.

The united Germany has no territorial claims whatsosver against other States
and will not assert any in the future. The inviclability of naticual borders is s
corner-gtoneé of Burcpe's peaceful order. The united Germany will confirm the
existing German-Polish border in a treaty that is binding under international law.
Our relationship with Poland iz & special nani{estation of our Buropean callirg.

We therefore intend to establish in an additional, comprehensive treaty the basisz
for a new chapter of good-neighbourly relations between Germans and Poles. Germany
recognizes and accepts its responsibility to help build a Lestter future for

EBurope. We want, not a German Europe, but a European Germany.

We belong to the Europsan Community. On 1 January 1993 the common European
internal market will have bsen completsd. It will be an open market and thus
generate fresh impulses for the world economy.

We want the Buropean Community to be an economic and moenetary union and a2
political union. As the European Community's identity grows on the way to European
uniosn, we do not want the Atlantic to grow wider. A transatlantic decleratiocan by
the Eurcpean Community and the North American democracies will add a new quality to

our commuaity based on common values and a common fate.
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The more quickly we achieve Buropsan union the more we foster the unification
of the whole of Europe. On the path to European unior the European Community is
already becoming increasingly attractive to the whole of Europe. The nucleus of
this unique link between the European democracies is the close Franco-German
friendship. We pledgs ourselves to that friendship as one of the psrmanent
foundations of all German foreign policy. On 3 October 1990 all Germans will be
bound up in the Eurocpean Community and in the Franco-German friendship. The
sovereign, democratic and free Germany will be committed to unity, stability and
progress in the whole of Buropa.

The usited Germany will carry greater weight. With it we shall not strive for
more powsr but shall be conscious of the greater vesponsibility such additional
weight implies. We shall accept this responsibility in Europe and around the
world. We shall place our weight on Burope's scales in such a way that it will
benefit all nations on our continent and hence the whole of mankind. In this way
we shall help Europe meet its responsibility in shaping the emerging new world
order. Our conduct will bear out all those who confidently support the process of
German unificatien.

A new concept of the coexistence of nations is taking shape. It is based on
the awareness of the global challenges and of global interdependence. It takes
into account the world's responsibility for future generations. It is the concept
of equal rights for large and small natioms, of limiting national powers through
the transfer of sovereigm rights to community institutions, of the interlocking of
economic interests, of regionsl solidarity and interdependence. This concept and
not yesterday's policy based on hegemonic aspirations and equilibrium is the model

for stability and prosperity in the Burope and in the world of tomorrow.
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Ne Germans are contributing our regained soveraigmty to that concept. To
Europe this mesns that the ideological causes of teasions must not be supplanted by
new ones resulting from differont standards of living. How that the wall has ccme
down and the iron curtain has besn 1ifted we do not want new divisions to take

their plece, divisions arising from poverty, social injustice or the disparate

treatment of nature.
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Ths whole continent must ba committed to parliamentary democracy, respect for
human rights, the principles of sccial market economy; social justice, protection
of the natural sources of life ard the peaceful coexistence of nations. Only in
this way can the one Zurope emaerge.

Over 40 years of division have left scars in Gormeny and Burope; the healing
of those scars will require great political and economic efforts.

We regard our contribution to the raconstruction of Burope as ar investment in
the future of our own nation as well as in that of Europe. In this we parcelive ocur
Eurcpsan callirg - the European calling of us Germans. The unification of Germany
will not cause us to forget the aim of unifying the whole of Europe.

Our aim is a Europe based on solidarity and partnership which will fulfil the
expectations of all European peoples. Solidarity and partnership must prevail, not
rivalry and hegemony.

The establishment of a sound political, ecomomic, social and ecological
framework for the process of transformation in Central and Eastern EBurope is the
main objective of a stability-oriented European policy in which the military
factors increasingly lose their significance.

Our economic and political weight and our position at the centre of Europe
place a special reaponsibility on us Germans in this respect and ws are facing up
to this responsibility.

In this connectiuw, we have always been aware that the Soviet Union belongs to
Europe. Without the Soviet Union there can be no united Euraps.

With the German-Soviet Treaty on Good-Neighbourly Relations, Partnarship and
Co-operation, which was initialad in Moscow recently, the two countries intend to
shape their future together. We want to be able to trust one another in every

rezpect. The Treaty affords the bazis for this.
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Other members of the Buropean Community also are negotiating co-operation
agreemsnts with the Soviet Union. Through such close co-operation with the members
of the European Community, the Soviet Union is tying its future to that of Burcpe.

The international economic and financial institutions will aiso have to take
this new development into account. New thirking is called for everywhsra.

We are alsc seeking close co-operation with sll our neighbourz in Central and
South-eastern Europs, with which we have many traditions and interests in conmon.

The ending of the East-West confrontation and the development of a new
relationship between the member States of the two alli-nces open the way for a new
system of co-Operation in Europe in the field of security as well. The charging
North Atlantic defence slliance and the European Community, to which the united
Germany too will belong, as wsll as the Conferexnce on Security and Co-operation in
Europe (CSCE) will be pillars of this new system., They will be pillars of a new
devalopment in which military security will be complemented by a broader and more
solid foundation for co-operation aimsd at safeguarding peace. The members of both
alliances no longer regard each other as adversaries, nor as a threat.

Piftsen years ago the 35 signatories of the CSCE Helsinki Final Act pledged
themaseives to freedom, democracy and respsct for Luman rights. Deveclopments since
then have borne out that bold decision of 1975. The summit conference dus to be
held in Paris on 19 Rovember will raiss the CSCE process to a new levei and create
the first common inatitutions of the new, the one, Europé.'

Regular meetings of Heads of State and Government and of Foreign Ministers, a
centre for conflict prevention and a secretariat will provide the first, solid

foundations for a lasting peaceful order throughout Europe based on co-operation.
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A new, gracd perspective is opening up for Burope. As a country situated in
the centre of Burcpe the united Garmany, eware of its pan-Buropean responsibility,
will do everything possible to ensure that this perspactive becomez a reslity for
all Buropoans.

The CSCE in Burope is developing, step by step, with our active participaticn,
into a system of European co-operation, sscurity aud stability. The Morth American
gcaocraehi ere involved in this process as natural and important partners. The
fact thuat the CSCE Confersnce of Foreign Ministers ic te place here, on American
soil, next week is of symbolic importance.

Disarmament and the creation of co-operative security remain the key to the
common Europesn house. The disarmament negotiations must keep pace with the
dynamic politicsl developments. Thse ponding conclusion of the Vieana negotiations
on conventional disarmament will have to be followed as scon as possible by
negotiations aimed at eliminating short-range nuclear missiles. Further steps to
reduce forces are nocouaiy. We urge the overdue conclusipn of a convention
providing for a global ban on chemical weapons. These barbaric means of
destruction must be eliminated worldwide. By reducing their nuclear weapons, the
super-Powvers are meeting their obligatioas to mankind. The universal validity of
the non-proliferation Troaty must be assured for the sake of man‘’s survival.
Co-ordinated international efforts are needed to prevent the disseminsation of
delivery systems for nuclear, biological and chemical weapons.

But disarmament measures do not automatically remove srmament factories.
Economic expediency must never be accepted es justification for the manufacture of
 weapons which threaten peace in other parts of the world. The third world must no

longer be tho msrket for armaments which disarmanent agreements in Burops have mads
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re( .daut. Consequently, future disormameont sgreements should bind contracting
parties to use surplus capacities for peaceful purposes.

For years we have besn calling for greater transpavency with regard to exports
of weapons. Now this matter i3 scquirizg greater urgency and receiviag svupport. I
welcoms Poraign Minister Shevardnedse’s initietive in this respect. The compulsory
rogistration of aru? sxports with the Uniteéd Mations should de iatroduced
immediatoly and all viclations of this requirsment should be severely pubished.

The conversion of armumanta factories to ths production of civilian goods is a
global task in the cauae of peace. W¥e are prepsred to co-operate with any nation
in this new and important field of intermatiormal sscurity.

We obaerve the signs of a new age not oniy in Burcpe but also in the efforts
to sslve rsgional conflicts - from Central America to Afghaniatan, from Cambodia to

Kores.

o T
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In the Middlw Bast, the right of self-dstermination of the Palestinian pecple
hag to be reconciled with Israsl‘s right to oxist and its security. In the
Republic of South Africa the aim is to overcome irhuman apartheid. We hope the
dialogue betwsen the representatives of the black majority and those of the white
minority, with the aim of completaly removing anacthaid, will quickly prove
successful.

We condemn Iraq's aggression against its Arab and Islamic neighbour, against a
Member of the United Nations, Xuwait. The community of nations cannot tolerate ths
invasion and annexation of a country. The human rights of innccent prople of =li
nations have been violated. There is no Justification and nmo excuse for such
conduct. Aggression must be treated as aggression, blackmail as blackmail, and the
viclaticu of human rights must be treated as the violation of human rights if the
wvorld's sense of right and wrong is not to be injured.

A3 always, it i3 the poorest of all who suffer most as a result of thig kind
of coaflict. 01l prices are rising. Those first to fesl the effects are the
developing countries which have no sources of energy. Years of hard work are being
undone. Never before in its history has the United Nations taken such a united and
determined stand against an aggressor. Never before has an aggressor had less
chance of splitting an international community acting as one.

Time does not work for Saddam Hussein, Only the three routes charted by the
Security Council will lead Irag cut of its self-imposed isolation: the complete
and unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait; the restoration of that country‘s full
sovereignty; and the immediate release of sll hostages. The refusal of the Iraqgi
leadership to meet these dsmands is a challenge to the whole community of nations.
We give our unqualified support to the implementation of these resolutions of the

United Nations. Aggression camnot be, must never be, rewarded.
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The determination and joint action of the Members of the United Nations can
mark the beginning of a new peace-kaeping rcle for the world Organization. A1l
Members must recognize znd live up to their responsibility. We desire pesace for
the nations of that region, and we desire the unity of the Arab world, which has
been destroyed by Irag's aggression.

The opportunities for dzveloping a new world order lie in solidarity ard joiat
action. They must be taken. The family of nations acted wisely when, after the
terrible experience of two world wars, it placed the responsibility for
safeguarding world peace in the hands of the United Nations. Thore is a good
chance now - as there never was in the past - of the ncble aims enshrined in the
United Mationc Charter being comprehensively achieved. Thu ending of the East-West
conflict has helped make this possidble. Ideslogical barriers ars f51ling. The
settlement of conflicts by military means is becomiag incre2singly ocutlawed. Rule
of law is acquiring greater sigrificarce.

And thus attention focuses on the Organization whose task it is to resolve
differsnces among nations by psaceful means. This is the historic hour of the
United Nations. The peace-keeping potential of the Charter must be fully
exhausted. The community of nations must throw its whele weight behind tho
Secretary-General's efforts to maintain world peace.

The termination of the East-West conflict will release considerable material,
spiritual and political energies with which to overcome the global challenges
confronting us: the elimination of famine, poverty and underdevelopment in the
third world; the overcoming of the debt problem; and the protection of thc natural

sources of life.
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The United Mations can now, at long last, play its propar role in shcping an
interdependsnt world, a world which must be governed by a sense of mutual
responsibility rather than by power politics. We all know that the challenges
facing mankind as a whole no longer leave any country free from responsibility.
The one worlé in which we have been placed requires new, joint efforts on the part
of East and West, North and South, new systems of co-operation and of securing
peace, both global and regional. A single Staie, howsver great and powerful it may
be, is in ever-increasing areas incapable of coping with those challengos alone.
The one world calls for joint actiom, globally and regionally, on account of its
vulnerability, which is assuming threatening proportions, but also on account of
the many unused opportunities for its devalopment. Interdependence and
co-cperation are the factors governing the new age wve are entering. A new cthical
standard is required for the one worid. It must be a standard of shared
responsibility for the worid as a whole, for the common environment, and for our
common posterity.

Thus a new cormmuunity of mutual respensibility should emerge as the basis of a
new world order - a global order embracing the diversity of nations, their
cultures, traditions and religions; an ordar in which all retain their identity in
mutual respect and in which all can live together, reconciled with each other. A
globzl order of peace and co-operation, of froedom and human rights, demands, sbove
all, social justice. True peace exists only where &1l human rights are respected.

The two United Nations Covenants protecting political as well as economic and
social rights must ba viewed together. Nowhore must they be simply empty

postulations; their practical application to all is needed.
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A decent human existence also presupposes an unharmed environment. It
presupposes the preservatiocn of man‘s natural scurces of life. The safeguarding of
global peace demands not only the ending of man's war againat man, but also the
ending of economic exploitation. It 3l3o demands the ending of man's war against
nature. There should be a third United Nations human rights covenant to protect
the natural sources of life.

The task of the United Nations in this decade is to develop tha international
legal system further in order to ensure mankind‘s survival. Never before has it
been more importaut to contemplate the consequences for posterity of the political,
security, economic, technological and snvironmental dscisions we taks today. Naver
before haa a generation's responsibility for the future b‘on greater. But never
before have there been such opportunities for new thinking and new action. tWe
Germans intend to devote our talents, Qur experience and our economic resources to
the common effort to accomplish this huge task.

The reorganization of industry in the new federal states which are about to
become a part of our couatry and our assistance for the reforms being undertaken in
Central and Bastern Burcps confront us with huge problems. MNone the less, we shall
make evsn greater efforts to meet our responsibility towards the third-world
countries. Our contribution to their development through tke transfer of kpowbhow.

technology and capital will increase, not decrease.
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Solidarity with Central and Eastern Europe does not imply that we are turning
away from the third world. The group of countries capable of using and willing to
use their material rescurces to create a better world will on the whole grow larger.

The econcaic reforms in Central and Eastern Europe, including the Soviet
Union, will not only open up new opportunities for ths countries concerned but
third world nations, too, will derive benefit from the larger markets, from the
more intensive international division of labour and from the more efficient use of
scarce ratural resources. In this way German and European unification will produce
its peace dividend for all regions of the world.

New thinking and new action are possible only if all concerned recognize their
own mistakes. Only then will North and South find solutions to the problems of the
future. Only thus shell we all be able to meet our special responsibility in the
quest for a global civilization capable of survival.

The developmant of a market- and ecologically-oriented civilization which is
both pluralistic and yet collective and capable of coping with the problems of
tomorrow is the real challenge at the end of this century. Lconomic freedom must
not become self-destructive. Technological advancement has made it poassible for us
to give the world a more humane countenance. But if we fail we shall destroy the
sources of life not only for ourselves but for future generations. A strategy for
ensuring mankind‘'s survival must assume the place in our thoughts and in our
actions which has up to now been reserved for the preservation of national
interests, often enough through power politics and the weight of our arms policy.

This above all else is the glcbal conversion of thought and actioa which we
must all achisve both as States and as individuals. We must together embark on
solutions which will open up to a world population numbering over 6§ billion at the

end of this millennium a tangible common perspective for life in decent human
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conditions. A number of important conferences lie ahead. They must be used for
this purpose.

The report submitted by the South Commission chaired by Julius Nyerere shows
that a new language has been found, & language in which "own" mistakes too are
admitted. This report shows that the third world is meeting its responsibility in
the one world and for the one world. The industrial countries must respond to this
signal. New thinking and new action is called for om both sides. The
opportunities for a new beginning in the dialogue between North and South based on
fairness and partnership and with each side prepared to learn from the other have
never bsen better than at this moment.

The termination of the East-West confrontation has freed that dialogue from
ideological ballast. This makes it easier to concentrate on the real problems of
development. An open dialogue between North and South is the major political task
of the present time. We must face up to this task and we must do so now.

The indebtedness of the developing countries and its paralysing effects on
economic growth and development continue to increase. According to International
Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates it will rise by 7 per cent to over $1.3 trilliom by
the end of 1991. Despite progress with the implementation of the extended debt
strategy, no breakthrough has been achieved. On the contrary: in view of higher
0il prices and interest rates, prospects for the debtor countries have clearly
deteriorated. The international financial orgesnizations must do even more to meet
their responsibility for development in the third world.

‘The Uruguay Round must end successfully, éspecially for the sake of the
developing countries. Their growing integration into the world economy must alsgo

be reflected in the shaping of general economic conditions. The greatest



PKB/gt A/45/PV.8
28

(Mr. Gepgchex, Federal
Republic cf Germany)

development resource is the pPscple in the developing countries themsslves. These
people must be given a hope, must be given prospects for the futurs, for themselvas
ond for their children. The World Summit for Children this coming woekend will
provids important stimulus.

The key problem in tezms of global ecology is the rapid growth of the world
population. Only by means of a global equalisation of burdens im which national
economic policies set new prioritiss in order to level off the extreme disparities
in living conditions will it be possible to change ganeral social, ecomomic and
cultural conditions in the third world to such sn éxtent that large families will
no longer need children as a means of supplementing the family income or as old-age
insurance.

Family planning schemes alone will not have any iasting effect on birth
rates. They must be complemented by measurss to ensure basic economic and social
security, gradually to rectify the unjust Aistribution of income and to improve
educational opportunities in many countries.

No one can want the excessive consumption rates for commodities and snergy to
continue to increase in the industrial countries, or that this trend should be
continucé by over 6 billion people at the end of this decade. That weuld spell
ecological disaster. All of us in the industrial couniries must change our way of
1ife. Governments can help by offering market incextives, by regulation and by
redistributing tax burdens. The environment-friendly use of resources and the
recycling of materials must be made worth while for companies, but not the
squandering of energy and other resources,

Another ksy problem is the changing of the world cliimate through the

greenhouse affect and the depletion of the osone laysr. Bach of the Earth's many
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enviroumental probloms will ba exacerbated if these two central problems are not
solved. Air pollution, the extinction of apecies and erosion, will increase
dramatically and reduca the chances of survival of future gemerations.

The Federal Rspublic of Germany, being a signatory of the Hague Declaratiom of
the spring of 1989, regards the decisions taken at the Paris economic summit in
July 1989 as the political basis for an international convention to protect the
Earth's atmosphere. That convention should be signed as a framework agrsement at
the world Conference on Bnvironmsnt and Dovelopment to be held in Brasil in 1962.
Supportive messures under the aegis of the United Nations are indispensable if
changes in present energy policisas are to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide and
trace gases.

The good-example policy as regards envirommental protection will be continued
after the unification of the two German States. A policy for safeguarding the
enviroument is also a policy for ssfeguarding world peace. Responsibility for
protecting mankind's natural and cultural heritage iz ons of the classic
responsibilitics of tho United Mations as it seeks to maintain world psaco. This
was impressively confirmed by the Werld Charter for Nature which the General
Assemdbly adopted in October 1982.

Wo all have the choice of aither definitively and irrevocably Gestroying the
Earth within a few decedes or adopting a rasponsible attitude and beginning toAuso
nature's resources and energy sensibly on the basis of partnership and in 2

genuinely environment-friendly manner.
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This metns we must first soberly take stock of the situation, taking into
account the consequences for the environment of absrrations ranging from energy
vasting to the present climatically damaging exploitation of tropical rain forests,
to name ¢nly two of the many global ecological prodblems. But it implies, above
all, admitting our omissions, our carelessness, our thoughtlessness and our
deliberate blindness to approaching disasters. Let us be serious asbout the
principle of responsibility.

We all realiss that we are confronted by global chalienges that affect
overyona‘'s survival. The safeguarding of peace, sconcmic development, social
Justice, Aisarmament and the protection of 1ife's matural resources are those
glcbal challenges. The task of coping with them requires all our energies, ideas
and efforts.

“he division of my country and of Burope and the East-West confrontation have
been a hsavy burden on us alil. Ideoclogical confrontation, power politics and the
striving for superiority over others forced us all into am srms race. They divided
Eurcpe and the world. All this has tied up considerable energy. That energy is
now being relsased. We can use it together in meoting our glcbal responsibility
for a peace-keeping task on a scale unprecedented in the history of mankind, that
is, for the one world.

On the eve of its unification Germany declares to the family of nations: We
shall meet our responsibility in Europe and in the world; we shall meet our
resporsibility for Europe and for the world.

Whea on the night of 2-3 Octobsr 1990, we Germans unite, our mood will be one

of gratitude and joy, of reflection and responsibility. It will unite us with the
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hopas, wishes and objectives of the nations of Europe and of the worlid. Ihg united
Germany will render its contribution to peace and to freedom in Burope and
throughout the whole world.,

Mr. HURD (United Kingdom): May I start by congratulating you most
warnly, Sir, on your election to the presidency of the Gemeral Assambly and by
paying tribute to your predecessor, Mr. Joseph Garba. We are already accustomed to
tho calm and authoritative way in which you comduct cur discussions. I should l1ike
algo to pay a very warm tribute to the Secretary-General. We have benefited
grestly from his wisdom and energy during this last year, and, as he knows, we will
rely on them perhaps even more enthusiastically in the time ahead.

What & contrast there is between the General Assembly today and that of a year
3go. In 12 months we have seen the passing of an 0ld and unmourned order. The end
of last year, 1989, was a time of great excitement. We were lucky to witneass that
rare happening: a peaceful revolution. Usually, I suppose, in world affairs
surprises are unwelcome. But last year's aurprises were almost all good news.

Less than a year ago, President Gorbachev told the Government of the German
Democratic Republic that time would not forgive those whe came too late. One month
later the Berlin Wall was torn down.

Mow, on 3 October, the German pecple will reunite is peace and democracy. We
have just heard an eloqueant analysis and commitment from the Foreign Minister of
the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr. Hans Dietrich Genscher, on that subject. I
would simply add on behalf of the United Kingdom that on that day, 3 October, we
shall share wholeheartedly the huppineas ¢t the German people. It will be a big
day, of course, for Germany; a big day and a welcome day for Burope arnd for the

rest of the world. As one of the four wartime allies, we are proud of our part in
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helping forward that process. There wac an immenss amount to do when the 2 plus 4
procoss was first dr;amt of in Ottawa in Pebruary, but we worked swiftly,
thoroughly and as partners 2and the 2 plus 4 Agroenent.aignsd this month in Moscow
was a first major achievement of the new world order.

Last autumn the Poreign Minister of Poland, Mr. Skubiszewski, who is hexe
today, became the first representative of a democratic Govarnment in Eastern Burope
to addre¢ss the General Assembly. That was an extracrdinary change. Nobody then
predicted that almost all the other countries in Bastern Burope would over so short
a time begin by questioning and end by rejecting communism before this, the next
session of the General Assembly. ‘ ‘

The change of course has not been confined to Europe. In South Africa the
State President, a white pclitician elected gsolely by a white minority, the leader
of a party dedicated traditionally to apartheid, first released Mr. Nelson Mandela
from prison and then sat down in friendly and determined negotiations with him. We
must exert ourselves to help forward those two men and, more important, the peace
process that they are uow undertaking.

But we should not be mesmerized by these happy changes. We must now knuckle
down to the mundane task of making thesa changes a part of everyday life, of our
habits of thought and our instinctive sense of reality. We cannot yet be sure of
the permanence or the full consequences of the “velvet" revolutions around the
world. We nead to remember that the great Chinese statesman Chou En-lai, when
asked what he thought of the Fremch Revolution, replied, "It is too soon to tell".
I an not suggesting that we need 200 ysars for refiscticn, but I am sure we would
be wise to proceed with caution and with caution, renewed determination.

Certainly there has been great enthusiasm and great achievement; that is

beyond gainsaying. But it does not mean that the new order is safely or completely
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in place or universally accepted. On the night of 2 August, President
Saddam Hussein reminded us of reality.

By inveding and amnexing Kuwait, he brought instant sobermess to a worid that
was perhaps in some danger of believing that the millennium had srrived 10 years
ahead of time. Of coursze, the aggression against Kuwait was not the first act of
unjustified violence with which the United Nations has had to deal. - Of course
there have been many acts of aggression and injustice since 1945, znd some of thom,
we must remember, remain partly or wholly uncorrected. But there was lonéthing
about the simple brutality of the attack oa Kuwait that put it in a category by

itgelf.
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It was clear; it was - .zplete. BEvery principle of international law was
flouted. Only the uo;t desultory sttempt at an excuse was brought forward and then
sven that excuse was immsdiately abandoned. The Charter of the United kations -
our document - was held in coxplets contempt. It is for those reasons that an
sxtraordinary aud unique conlition of the international community has formed
agaiast the aggressor.

Irag’s aggression dominates our thoughts about the Middle East, but we must
not loae sight of other issues in the region. We must not lose night sbove all of
the ased for a just solution, at last, to the Palestinian problem. We have no
intention of forgetting that pisce of unfinished business. But any solution to
that problem will have to rest on rospect for internmational law and respect for
engagements entered into. That is why before that problem can be solved we must
doal with the case of Iraq and Irag's aggression. The chances of a2 more secure
world order depond directly on the success of the international coslition which I
have mentioned in revirsing the occupation of Kuwait. The test is formidable;
there can be no doubt sbout that. But the test cannot be avaded. This is a
defining moment. How we act now will define, will shape, tke next decade.

So it seems to me that we can be enthusiastic about the real progress which
.has baen made in the world, provided that we are sober azbout the tasks stilil to be
accomplished. I would like to look very briefy at the system of international
relations in vﬁich we must work. The basic unit in the system, the basic unit in
this Hell, the basic unit in cur Organisation will continue to be the nation
state - this nation-state system which emerged, I suppose, in its modern form in
Europe 1g the ninetesnth century; and in the twentieth century the colonial
empires, first in Bastern Europe, then in Africa and Asiz, were transformed into

smalier nation states. It is not e perfect system; uo one here would claim that.
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But it hes proved enduring and it has been supplemented by reglional groupings.
Where these groupings are successful they aaboth the rough edges betwesn nation
statez. They bring together hy choice the efforts of Membar S Ces for a
partizular purpose, and I believe that that will endurs.

I would like to focus for a miaute or two as a European on the three principal
groups of this kind in Europe: the Zorth Atlantic Treaty Organizestion (HATO), the
European Community, and the Confersnce on Sscurity and Co-operation in Europe
{CsC®).

WATO held a summit in July in London and that svwwwit took two fundemeatal
decigions. We decided that WATO should remain a3 a defensive alliance with an
integrated commend whick provides = framework for the stationing of United States
and other forces in Germany. I believe that history shouts for the need for the
Americen presence in Europe. It was a mistake after the PFirst World War that
American: went homs - a mistake which we all regretted and repented. But the
seconéd decision of the NATO summit in July was to extend in a new way and withk a
new emphasis the hand of friendship ard co-operation from NATO to the membar
countries of the Warsaw Pact, inciluding of course the Soviat Union. As a result of
the London summit, NWATO will remain but NATO will change.

The second key body in Burope is the European Community. Since 1985 tha
Europsan Community has developed & new dynamism. PFuture development should be both
wider and deepsr. It should bs wider because I would expect that applicetions from
a number cof other Buropean States for full msmbership will be accepted before the
ead of the century. As you know, Nr. President, two ars glready to hand. Some
applications may ba from members of the Europsan Free Trade Association (BFTA);
some may come from the m.'ly democratic States of Central and Eastern Burcpe as

they complete their trarsformation to free-market economies. It seems to me
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inconceivable that the Burope of Twelve which we have today could or would wish
indefinitely to shut the door of wembership against fully qualified European
democracies which are anxious to join, whether they are now members of BFTA or
whether they are in the centre or the south or the east of Europa.

We are also despening the Community by completing the single internal market
o dismentle barriers to trade in goods and sexvices and to movemant of people. We
are preparing two intergovernmeatal conferences, both of which will begin under the
Italian presidency at the end of this year. In one we shall seek to improve the
working of our institutions; in the other we shall comnsider Plans for economic and
monetary union. The steady British argument, repeated in meeting after meeting, is
for a 1libezal, open, evolutionary approach in all these discussions.

The third Buropean structure is the CSCE. Here we are working to establish
more firmly a common system of values, common standards for international behaviour
among European States. That all sounds very high-minded. What does it mean in
practi -,? I think it means some very specific things in practice. It means we
need to underscore the protection of human rights. We need to guarantee the rule
of law. We need to guarantee free elections. We need to work in general towards a
common understanding of the fundamental freedom of individuals and the duties of
government. Much of this was sketched out in the Helsinki Final Act 15 years ago.
I remember that at the time some of us looked a little warily at the high-sounding
promises of that Final Act in Helsinki. But there are many brave individuals in
the world today vho can testify from their own experience that out of those
promises of 1975, cut of those undertakings came effective pressure and eventual
action to give them their liberty and their rights.

Now, a treaty on conventional armed forces in Europe (CFE) is a prerequisite -

an indispensable prerequisite - for the CSCE summit, which we hope will be heid in
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Paris in November, and for the CFE treaty hard, urgent work now lies ahead for
those of us who are concerned. If we succeed in nagotiating that CFE treaty in
Vienna, we will have brought about a rough military balance on the Eurcpean
continent; we will have removed the ability of all signatories to launch a surprise
attack or to start large-scale offensive action. Por the first time, the main
instruments of physical force will be subject to detailed international law., Arms
control and arms reduction, which have been a distant asPir;tion - the subject of
many speeches over 40 years in this Hall - are now becoming a reality ia Burope.
Once the CFE treaty is signed, the summit in Paris can consider, and will consider,
further ideas, including our own - about a new centre for reducing risks, about
building confideuce, about preventing conflict in Europe,

Of course neither a centre nor a treaty will make conflict imposaible. But I
believe that every move we can make tow&rds greater openness and honesty between
nations makes it harder to emvisage the kind of misunderstanding that could lead
again to conflict in Europe. CFE, therefore, will be the stable footing on which
the new Eurcpean security structures can rest.

Perhaps these structures are particularly important to Eastera Europe.
Communism did not solve the 0l1@ disputes in that part of our coatinemt, but it put
them to sleep. Now the imposed communist rule is disappearing and with it the
anaesthetic which communist rule applied. We can hear again the murmur of some of
those ancient disputes.

Of course in Western Europs we also used to have such disputes. French and
Germans have fought each other three times in the last 120 years. Many of us were
drawn in. No one would suppose that conceivable now. It is mot that the nation
states have disappeared; it is rather that new structures, like the European
Community, are in place; it is rather that by statesmanship the poison of olad

disputes has been drained away. The friendship of Prance and Germany - of waich
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Hans-Dietrich Genscher rominded us a few minutos ago - is an accomplished and
welcoms fact. Conflict over who should posseas Algace-Lorraine, for example, is
now impossible. We need to create that same certainty that conflict is impossible

as regards all the other disputes which still persist to some extent in Europe.
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And not just in Europe. This is not just a Buropean ambition. Once the Iraqis
have been withdrawn from Kuwait, we will need to comsider how lasting peace can be
brought to the Middle East. And perhaps it is not toc early to start thinking
about how that long-term security can be achieved. Mr. Gianuni Ds Michelis,
speakiag of behalf of the members of the EBuropean Community, put forward some
thoughts on that subject, which I should like to echo. There is a need for a new
and serious attempt to resolve the complex of Midcle East disputes, including, as I
have already mentioned, Palestine. There will also need to be a new security
structure. Thias is 1990. It will be for the States in the region to decide how
this should be done. It will be for them toc take the initiative. No omne will
attempt tc impose a system on them. But I believe the slow but steady progress of
the process of the Conference on Security and Co-cperation in Europe (CSCE) may be
useful to them. The CSCE process allows political éialogue and has established
common principles ranging from respect for borders to human rights. There is
transparancy through confidence- and security-building measures. Ali'of this
gradually coming together in Europe has meant, and will mean I hope in the future,
that States can incresasingly trust sach other 2rd feel secure.

This search for security is world wide. The United Nations was tormed te
create and maintaizn such stability. Although tke Charter of ths United Nations was
signed in San Francisco 45 years ago, the security mechanisms did not have the
chance to work as intended. They were almoat immediately frosen by ths chiil cf
the cold war. But just as the security mechanisms of the Urnited Nations were early
casuslties of the cold war, soc they have already proved to be one of the first
beneficiaries of the thaw. After many years in which political divisions among the
permanent members weakened the force of Security Council resolutions, the new unity

of purpose which we see, and which we saw again yesterday, has given the Council
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unprecedented vigour. I worked here for four yoars as a junior member of my
country's delegation in the 1950s and spent many hours in this Hall, some of them
weary hours, some of them hours which, at the time, I must confess I thought were
fairly pointless. I never expected to see such a healthy change in this building
as a result of the developments of the last year.

And I am not thinking only of the Security Council resolutions over Kuwait,
although for the reasons I have given, they are crucial. There are other
examples. In Namibia, which under the auspices of the United Nations was able last
year to achieve peaceful indepsndence and free elections. In Cambodia, the five
permanent members have co-operated closely. Discussions were tough at times. They
will be on such occasions, but agreement was reached at the end of August on a
framework for a comprehensive political settlement. And on 9 and 10 Septembsr the
Cambodian parties themselves endorsed this fr;;ework. I am well aware that a great
deal of hard work and argument remain on the Cambodian question, but there is now a
hope, a flickering hope., where once despair seemed total. The Secretary-General‘s
mission of good offices in Cyprus continues, and it continues with our full |
support. It seems to us vital that all the parties shguld help him to reach a
final settlement for that island.

The United Nations must tackle the massive human problems which nation States
and even reqgional groups cannot handle effactively by themselves. There is the
menace of drugs, where the situation goes up and down, but on balance I beliesve
continues to deteriorate. The work of the United Nations drugs units has besn
increasing to meet those demands, but more resources are required. Reform of the
United Nations drug abuse control structure is essential. We believe the three
existing drugs units should be urified into one streamlined structure under one
genior full-time head, and I hope that st this session the General Assembly will be

..able to take a decision along those lines.
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Then there are the hugely varied problems of our environment, the ozone layer,
global warming, and many others. These are problems whick have to ba tackled, and
quickly. But they can be tackled only if the world community acts togather, and
undoubtedly the United Nations and its agencies offer the best way of pooling these
efforts. We maks, and will continue to make, a serious contribution. It was
yesterday in London that my Government published a White Paper outlining
environmental policies for the 1990s, including the pledge to peg coz emissions
by 2005 at 1990 levels.

We must not forget, because of these relatively new problems, the battle
against poverty. Britain has announced in the last week impertant new proposals on
debt relief for the poorest countries, building on the earlier British initiative
which led to the agreement of the “"Toronto terms" in 1988. We have proposad that
the Paris Club should improve its existing concessions by cancelling two thirds of
& country's entire bllateral official debt. Repayment of the remainder would be
tailored to match each country's improving debt service capacity over 25 years. To
provide additional breathing space, there would be no paymentg during the first
five years of this period. The conditions.for qualifying for this relief would
remair broadly the same as for the Toronto schame.

But it seems to me that, when all these other problems are considered and our
energies devoted to them, it remains true that war is still the chief scourge of
mankind, and following in the wake of war, the tragedies of famine snd of
refugees. Because that is so, peace-making and peace-keeping will stay at the
heart of worthwhile international activity. They are the core of our work here. I
hope that the United Nations benefits will be extended to all the pecple in the
world who seek membership, and hers I am thinking in particular of the people of

Korea.
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I have tried briefly to sketch some of our owa approcaches and attitudes to
these tasks in Britain. We try to bring practical realism to the tasks which I
have outlined this morning. We know that past achievement does not guarantee
future progress. It is far too soon to sit back and relax to the sound of our own
self-congratulation. There is a huge amount to bas done, and all of it is
complicated, and much of it is daunting. But I am more hopeful than before that
the internaticnal community, through the United Nations, is egqual to the tasks.
First, as I have =aid and for the reasons I have given, the new ordsr must succeed
in getting Irag out of Kuwait, otherwise it will be stillborn and no one will take
it sericusly. But once that is done - and that will happen - I believe the new
order, in its different shapes and different guises, will grow. I belicve it will
£lourish, and I believe it will consolidate, so that the last decade of his
century, the decade which we are now entering, may well turn ou: tc be the safest
and the most successful.

ADDRESS BY MR. ANIBAL CAVACC SILVA, PRIME MINISTER OF THE PORTUGUESE REPUBLIC

Ihe PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear an address by the Prime .

Minister of the Portuguese Republic.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in welcoming the Prime Minister of
the Portuguese Republic, Mr. Anibal Cavaco Silva, and invite him to address the

General Assembly.
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by the delegation): I would like to congratulate you, Nr. President, on your
election to the presidency of the General Assembly, and to express Portugal's
confidence in your high personal skills, which will help guarantee the positive
results expected of this session.

I would also like to convey my country‘'s appreciation for the effective manner
in which Mr. Joseph Garba discharged the important functions of President of the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session.

With the notably greater role played by the United Nations on the
international scene, particular mention is also certaialy due to the
Secretary-General, Mr. Peres de Cuellar, for all he has done to bolster continusd
and successtul efforts for world peace and development.

In the past year, profound world-wide changes have taken place. I espacially
welcome the delegation of WHamibia, whose prasence in this Gensral Assembly attests
te the fundamental role played by the United Nations in the process which leod to
that country's independence.

T alsc welcome Liechtenstein as a new Member of the Urnited Nations, whose
contribution to international co-cperation is highly appreciated. .

We are witnessing a far-reaching unfolding of events in the countries of
Central and Eastern Burcpe and an acceleration in the pace of history, which is
leading to the unification of Germany and making the observance of the priaciploes
of democracy and the respect for human rights a living reality throughout the
Buropean continent.

Today, the end of thé cold war, the consequent détente in Bast-West ralationms,
disarmament and tha new formulas to achieve co-operation -~ all these are dscisive

factors of atrategic importance.
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Ar smerging multipolar worla, however, entails the risk of proliferation of
regional conflict. And just recently, the principles that ought to govern the
freedon of the pecples and the soversignty of the Member States, such as
1ntornationnl.1aw and the Charter of the United Nations itself, wers brutally
violated when Irag, in an irresponsidle act, occupied Kuwait,

The response of the international community was an sxemplary one, as
dsmonstrated by the unanimous decision of the Security Council, which immodiately
conde¢mned the invasion and ammexation, and subsequently imposed an embargo. Peace
and security must rely en full compliance, on the part of all nations, with the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and it is urgent to enforce strict
observance of law and legitimacy and to restore fulil sovereigaty to Kuwait.

Portugal, both st the national level and within ths framework of a
co-ordinated effort in the Europsan Community, the Western European Union and the
United Nations, will continue to support all endeavours aiming at the total
withdrawal of Iraqi military forces from its occupied neighbour.

Hs also think that the United Mations resolutions must be fully complied with
and, if necessary, that further measures should be taken by the Security Councii.
We favour a peaceful solution to the confiict, which can only be possible with an
attitude of determination and the respect of principles on the part of the whole
international community.

It is my conviction that the crisis that has broken out in the Gulf with the
military occupation of Ruwait will not affect the climate of world-wide
understanding and dialegue that is being establishea throughout the world, as
demonstrated rocently at the Helsinki summit meeting, by the positive changes
occurring in Central and Eaatern Europe, the developments in southern Africa and

the real progress made in the field of disarmament.
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Portugal has tried to contribute to this new climate, in the European and
world contexts. Changes in the East Buropeam countries and consequent accoptance
of the fundamental values of dsmocrscy and rule of law made it possible for the
Government of Portugal to host, last March in Lisbon, within the framework of the
Council of Europe, the first meeting of all the foreign ministers of Burops. I
trust that the spirit of dialogue which prevailed will be strengthened.

Moreover, Portugal is participating fully in the political co-operation within
the Twelve, thus reinforcing its capacity to take part in world affairs. ‘

Likewise, we are committed to contributing to Buropean integratic.: in the
political, economic, financial and social fields. The reinforcement of the
Community's mechanisms of intervention will contribute to a gradual ttrengthening
of a European identity and will translate into a renswed factor of security and
stability, not only for the European continent, but alsc for the world as a whole.

I would stress, in this context, the forthcoming unification of Germany, a
process that reflects not only the current positive evolutiom in the political and
military situation in Central and Eastern Burope, but also the persevering will of
the German pecple and the strong commitment of all Western allies to the task of
safeguarding the values of freedom and human rights.

All these changes have led to the development of novel strategies for the
Atlantic Alliance, which remains a factor of importance to Western cohesicn.

On the European continent, other factors are indicating a renewed confidence
and hope in the future, as in the Conference on Sscurity and Co-operatiem in Europe
(CSCE). The 35 States participating in CSCE were able to create ths conditions for
new schemes of co-operation, straightforward relations and@ freedom of movement that
will prove of great benefit to the individual. To that end, the maintemance of

ties with the United States and Canada are indispensable to the building up of

sacurity in the future Burope.
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A most promising outcome of the new climate in East-West relations is the
progress made in the curreat negotiations at different lavels for a gubstantial and
bzlanced reduction in armaments between the tw> super-Powers and among military
aliiances in Europe. Portugal supports the efforts towards a reduction of United
States and SOVi;t strategic nuclear weapons, as well as the negotiations that are
takiang place in Vienna with a view to reducing conventional forces in the countries
members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Warsaw Pact. The
outcome of these talks will be an important factor for stability and confidence in
Europe. My country deems equally very important every endeavour for a total ban on
the manufacture ané possession of chemical weapons, and we call for strict
compliance with the Treaty om the Non-Proliferation of Nuclsar Weapons and for
speedy accession to it by those countries which are not yet signatories.

I beileve that a new world outlook, mads possible by the rapid evolution of
history and by détente, requires that sfforts for establishing a basis of
confidence and atability include greater co-operation in multiple domains, the kind
of co-operation that has as its main goal the peaceful development and progress of
mankind.

Portugal is deﬁinitély committed to the building of a new Europe but, for
historical reasons, it maintains close relations with other peoples and contingnts.

Before the and of this century, we will celebrate 500 y.ars of the Portugese
discoveries in Africa, the Anericas and Asia, which are the symbol par excelleace
of the encounter of differeat cultures and civilizations. By bringing various
peoples together, introducing the most varied cultural expressions to ons another
and establishing the principles of international sea trade, we made a decisive

contribution to redrawing the map of the world.,
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We have today special ties with Portuguese-spsaking countries and communities
around the world. These preferential relations, with Brazil and with African
countries that have Portuguese as thair official languags, are historical factors,
but they are, above all, elements of pelitical, econcmic and cultural interaction,
mutually beneficial, which contribute to international stability. The group formed
by the five Portugusse-speaking Africar countriss is today 2 roality and one more
intervening factor in Africa‘to bs reckoned with, when the destiny of tke continent
is being shaped; furthermore, these countrios now assume decisive positions in the
procéaa of political democracy, economic libaralisation and respect for human
rights and liberties in Africa.

I should like to make & special reference, as an expression of hope, to the
ongoing process of negoﬁiationa in whick the peoples of Angola and Mozambique are
at present involved, in the search for peaceful sclutiems, political stability and
economic and social progresa, that caa, I am sure, put an eand to thé war and to |
their suffering.

My Goverament is committed to the success of the negotiations that are taking
place between th§ parties in the conflicts, because only peace can help the peoples
of Angola and Mozambique fully ¢o expreas themselves. In particular, I am
convinced that, if all the parties display realism and flexibility, it will be
possible to arrive soon at peaceful sclutioms.

We are also following with interest the pclitical and social developmentsz in
the Republic of South Africa, which is home to a significant Portuguese community.
My Government supports the efforts by President De Klerk, Nelson Mandela and other
South African leaders towards the attainment, through dialogue, of constitutional
solutions guaranteeing respect for the fundamental rights and liberties of all

South Africans. Only dialogue will bring about the abolition of apartheid, the
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democratization of South African socisty and the access of all to the benefits of
progress.

The recent independence of Namibia constitutes a historical fact uhich can
foster a much-desired stability in southern Africa.

Within the framework of its foreign policy, Portugal gives special importancs
to co-operation for development, including preferential relations with countries
and peoples with which it has historic and cultural links. The enhancement of this
co-operation has been possible because it rests on respect for the sovereignty of

other States and on the excellent, straightforward political relationship it enjoys
with the established Governments of Portugueso-spsaking nations.

The international community has an ethical obligation of solidarity with those
countries which are experiencing difficult economic situations, and it shoulad try
to find appropriate solutions. I should like to affirm the support of my country,
within its means, for all multilateral initiatives that will help ameliorate such
situations, especially in the case of the least devsloped countries.

The problem of the foreign debt should be the focus of particular attention,
as it constitutes a2 major obstacle to aconcmic development and to the improvement
of peoples' standards of living. The solution can be found only in new and
imaginative initiatives that are not harmful to economic growth, and this regquires
the concerted afforts of the international community, so that urgent steps can be
taken to resolve this serious situation.

An essentially Atlantic nationm, Portugal is naturally endowed for the dialeque
'with other continents, and it has important communities in Burope, in Africa, in
Brazil and in numerous other Latin American countries, as well as in Asia and
Australia. These Portuguese communities are an important factor in the
strengthening of our relations with other countries. I should like to single out

Brazil, since the Portugueke settlers and their dsscendants in that country share
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vith us a common language and & centuries-old history making our relations
especially fraternal. The vitality of tha Portuguese community and the geographic
and economic relevance of Brasil ard ths ties that bind ue to that nation explain
the uriqueness of our relationship.

Portugal acknowledges that dialogue and close communication with the P;oplo's
Republic of China are essential o the stsbility snd progrsss of Macao and its
population. Macao, a link betweexn the Portugusse and China, is an example of
long-term peaccful relations, which, I am gsure, will remain intact sfter the
transfer of the administration of the territory by the end of 1999,

The internationsl community is the main beaeficiary of the current trend,
thanks to which the United Wations has actually besn able to star: carrying out the
tasks and fulfilling the hopes expressed more than four decades ago by its
founders. As ws approsch the end of thig century, however, there are still mattars
that require urgent and concerted action.

I am referring, in the first instance, to the Arab-Israsli conflict, to which
2 solution can be found only through an unequivocal recognition of the rights of
the Palestinian people, zlong with indispensablo assurances of sacurity for all the
States in the region.

Latin America has experienced serious problems regarding stability and
violation of human rights, in addition to economic shortcomings. There are,
however, signs of the strengthening of demccratic institutions and a greater
avarenesz of the importance of the process of regional integration, which deserve
the active support of the intermational community.

My Covernment also iends its support to the United Mations efforts towards
finding peaceful solutions for the preéseat conflicts in Western Sshara and Caembodia.

The existence of 2 climate more conducive to resolving confliets that have

dragged on for Yoars provides ar cpportunity of which the interzational community
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should take advantage to its fullest. As an example, the dialogue in which the two
Koreas are currently engaged, éa well 23 their eventual membership in the Unitca
Nations, constitutes a major stabilizing factor for that region of the worild.

The fundamental rights and freedoms of the peoples must not be handled in a
sslective or discretionary way. The use of double standards in the application of
essential principles can lead to inconsistent action and to toleranc; of potential
violators and constitutes a threat to international peace and security. The
international community cannot endorse conquest by force or territorial gains won
by blatant military invasion with the intent of imposing a policy of fait accompli,

In the case of the invasion and occupation of East Timor, non~compliance with
the relevant reseclutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council, combined
with accommodatien to a de _facto situation, has set a grave international
procedent - unfortunately, a precedent givar further credence by the invasion and
annexation of Ruwait.

Portugal has systematically called the attention of the international
community to the need for respect for the rights of the East Timorese people, as
well as for their cultural and religious identity. We act in accordance with the
responsibility incumbent upon us, recognized by the United Nations, in conformity
with its Charter and pertinent principles and resolutions. It is for my country a
morgl, historic and constitutional imperative - based o the unanimous consensus of
all our political parties - to defend, by all legitimate means, the rights of the
pecple of East Timor, particularly the right to self-determination and to its

identity as a peopile.
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One cannot expect Portugal to refrain from strongly denouncing the systematic
violations of human rights and fundamental freedcms of the Timorese, which continue
to occur, according to raports from unbiased and reliable sources,

Portugal has baen completely .open to dialogue and to the search for a
negotiated solution with all the parties directly involved, in accordance with
resolution 37/30. We have Co-operated closely with the Secretary-General in his
mediation efforts to achieve that goal. I should like to reiterate, unequivocally,
our willingness to pursue that co-operation, in order to achieve an internationally
acceptable, just and comprehensive sclution. Only this could bring real peace to
the martyred pecple of East Timor and allow them to voice their concerna;
otherwise their legitimate rights are not respected.

The efforts of the Organization must be felt in various domains, with
particular relevance for human rights. Everything should be done to achieve
qeneral compliance and observance of the principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,

The growing interdependence among naticns and continents has taken on an
important Qimension and significance, particularly with regard to the protection of
the environment. Problems in this arez zare frequently global.and, therefore, it is
urgent that all participants take responsibility for a joint solution.

The drug problem is another world scourge to which no country is immune at the
present time. An offective weapon against drug trafficking on an internatiomal
scale is therefore a priority, and only appropriate international Co-operation can
successfuly carry out this struggle in defence of human diguity.

The growing number of refugees resulting from the various conflicts or natural
disasters presents another chailenge that requires co-ordinated and effective joint

efforts by the international community as a whoie.
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Relaxing East-West tensions should not make us forget that there are serious
structural inbalanceu‘hctmnen the various countries of Central and Eastern Burope.
It should be the task of the international sconomic bodies and the richer countries
o adopt measures \nd programmes to help effect the transition to a multiparty
democracy and a market economy in the countries that abandoned authoritarian
systems of plannad economy of their own free will.

%e have followsd ard supported the‘political and economic reforms under way in
the Soviset Union, which are a testimony to President Gorbachev's realism and an
important contribution to the new world climate.

Portugal has alerted its partners to the importance of proper and sympathetic
handling of North-South relations, since the contrasts at the level of economic
growth and welfare and political stability are notoriously deep-seated and tend to
increase in an alarming way, generating ragional conflicts or serious political and
social destabilization. ’

The initiative that I proposed within the framework of the Council of Europe
for the creation, in Lisbon, of a centre for global interdspendence and solidarity
has begurn to take shape. I consider it to be indispensable for us to arrive at a
genuine contract of solidarity between the countries of the North and the South to
.attain a harmonious and comprehensive devolopnoht of all the regions of the world,
without which there can be no true stability and security.

Today there are 180 million people that speak Portuguese. They live in seven
countries on three continents, and in numerous communities all over the world. The
universalism and tolerance that characterise our history and our culture are at the
basis of Portuguese foreigm policy and explain our vocation for establishing ties
with other peoples.

I should like to conclude with a word of praise for the United Nations and its

successful pursuit of the most noble aspirations of mankind.
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Today, the pacé and dynamics of history do not allow solutions that might
jecpardisze peace, security ana development. I therefore belisve that the United
Nations initiatives should be reinforced, since it is only within the framework of
this Organization that we can £ind the universal formulas that are needed to create
& more secure, stable and prosperous world - the world that we all share.

Ihe PRESIDENT: On bshalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

Prime Minister of the Portuguese Republic for the statement he has just made.

ADDRESS BY MR. VIACHESLAV F. KEBICH, CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF
THE BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now hear a statement by the Chairman of

the Council of Ministers of the Byelorussian Scviet Socialist Republic,

Mr. Viacheslav F. Kebich.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in welcoming the Chairman of the

Council of Ministers of the Byclorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Mr. Viacheslav F. Kebich, and invite him to address the General Asseﬁgly.

Mr. KEBICH (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from
Russian): Mr. President, I should like to offer my sincere congratulations to you,
2 repressntative of neutral and non-aligned Malta, which is making active use of
its standing in the world to Promote peace and international co-operation, on your
election to the important post of President of the General Assembly at its current

session, which will mark the forty-fifth anniversary of the United Nationms.
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We are very glad to see in the United Nations family Nemibia and
Liechtenstein, which iava joined the United Nations during this memorable year for
the Organization.

Pirst of all, I should like to express my deep raospect for the United Nations,
which has done s0 much to strengthen confidence and understanding among peoples.
By its many activities and initiatives, the United Nations has convincingly proved
how indispenseble it is to the world community of States.

I feel obliged to emphasize that, under the influence of objective processes,
our complicated and diverse worid is becoming ever more interrslated and
interdependent, and it iz in ever greater need of a mechanism capable of
constructively looking into its common problems and searching for mutually
acceptable solutions. The role of this mechanism was assigned to the United
Nations from its very iaception, but only now, when there have bsen truly great
changes in world eveants, when the idsa of the supremacy of the interssts of all
mankind over all other interests is being more and more widely accepted, can the
United Nations carry out fully and with the necessary effectiveness its mission as

the greater unifier of the worlid's peoples.
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It can be said without eiaggeration that in recent.years a rebirth of the
United Nations has begun, and it is gratifying that this process is continuing to
gain momentum. I am firmly convinced that this unique Organization can see opening
before it abundent new possibilities for a succeasful harmonization of the
interests of iadividual States and those of the community of nations as a whole.
The time has surely come for the United Nations to become in fact the collective
intelligence of all mankind. All of us aré greatly in need of this. A pressing
need for international support is certainly being felt by our Republic, which has
started on the path of a fundamental reordering of all its social, political and
economic structures. That path will undoubtedly lead it to the highway of genuine
democracy.

In July of this year the Parlisment of Byelorussia, which had been formed as a
result of free democratic elections, adopted the Declaration of State Sovereignty.
A8 a result of that extraordinarily important document, our people is becoming the
true master in its own house and is opening great possibilities for full
participation by Byelorussia in the activities of the international community,
whether in the political, economic, cultural or other aress of co-operation. The
Declaration states "The Byelorussian SSR hag set itself the goals of making its
territory a auclear-free zone, and the Republic a neutral State." We understand
that it will not be easy to attain these goals. Many factors are invoived here,
and we shall need considered, realistic and stage-by-stage measures.

I should like to inform members that one of the first steps in this direction
has already Leen taken. A month ago the Byelorussian SSR took part for the first
time, as an observer, in the Conference of States Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

Of course, for such a State as Byelorussia the question of neutrality is no

less complex, and perhaps even more so0. That is why the Republic is vitally
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interested in the success ¢f intornational effcrts at all levels which can ensure
the creatiocn of the éonditione necessary for it to acguire the status of a
nuclesr-free sone and a neutrsl State. From this rostrum, I wish to declare that
we are xeady to take an active part in this process in order to craate a safe
future for our own pocp1§ and for other peoples. That is the reason why our
Republic intends to watch closely the development of processes on the Buropeaa
continent. Byélorussia is situated at the crossroads of Europe. Therefore from
time immemorisl it has been docmed to be an area of military activities in most
major conflicts.,

There ic no need to remind members of ths Plight of our pecple during the
Socond World War, suffering all the herrors of enemy invasion. Deadly flames burat
out our soil and left their tragic murk on literally every family. That is why for
Byalorussia the idea of an "all-Buropean house" is a guarante® for the safe future
of its peace-loving people, which has suffered so much.#

We intend to take an active part in building that house ané in creating common
economic, @écological, cultural, legal and informational spheres on the continent.
The signing in Noscow on 12 Sgptembar of the Treaty on the Pinal Seottlement with
respact teo Germany concludes, in my opinion, ons of the most important primary
.ltagﬂl of construction and creates favourable éonditiouc for further efforts.

Byslorussia is particularly intereated in the creation of auclear-waapon-free
sonss in various parts of Burops, in repid progress towards a continent completely
free from such armaments and, aaturaily, in the establishment of nuclear-free zones

in other regions of the worild.

*  Mr, Reask (Brasil), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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We believe that the most important way to reduce military confroatation is
through the firm establishment of the ideas of purely defensive military doctrines
and armed-forces stxuctures and through the widespread practical application of the
principle of reasonable sufficiency of defence.

In our view, military factors in security should increasingly be replaced by
non-military ones. The creation of all-European political structures, the
trangition to a naw Europe and from mutual understanding to interaction, mutually
beneficial trade, joint efforts in various spheraes for the benefit of peoples,
including co-operation in preserving their national identity -~ all of these
constitute the basis which wiil make the all-European house safe and stable. That
way is the way of the future.

I must emphasise that thiz is the path that Byelorussia is going to take. We
are ready to develop constructive co-operation with represantatives of all
countries aad systems. We should like to establish particularly close contacts
with our neighbours in Europe, including the countries of Cantral Europe - im other
words, that region to our west with which Byelorussia has had historical ties.

Endeavcuring to ensurc security and presparity for its people, our Republic is
10 1@ss interested than other States in preventing a global nuclear conflict or any
other armed conflict. Such conflicts, aside from being destructive of the
foundations of security and ruinous for the participants, place an additional
burden on those States which bear the financial costs of peace-keeping operations.
Of course, those expenditures are necessary. However, they coastitute a very heavy
burden for various States, inciuding ours. It is surely time to formulate this
guestion in 2 different way: those States which are guilty of illegal actions

should reimburse to the world comsunity the cost of restoring the peaca.



BHS/gt A/45/PV.8
64-65

(Mr. Rebich. Bvelorussian SSR)

In Byelorussia, as probably throughout the world, the events in the Middle
East are a cause of ;xtreme concern. In my opinion, ghe unprecedented solidarity
shown by members of the Security Council during this crisis is an encouraging sign
for a safe future in this region and everywhere on our planet. It is quite clear
that this reguires careful attention on the part of all countries of the world
community.

The Byelorussian SSR supports the Security Council resolutions aimed at a
peaceful settlement of the crisis in the Persian Gulf region. We believe that the
United Nations has the right to expect the Government of Irag to comply with the
Security Council's demands, ths most important of which is the immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi troopas from the State of Kuwait in order to
restore that State's sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

I should like to point out that in reéent years Byelorussia has done much to
consolidate the efforts of States aimed at preventing the creation of new weapons
of mass destruction. We intend to continue our active work in this important area,
and we are convinced that avoiding the danger of introducing new nilitary
technologies, especially in the field of weapous of mass destruction, is more

reasonable than painful efforts to eliminate new weapons from military arsenals.
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How dangerous even the psaceful uses of nuclear technplogios are is something
that we unfortunately have learnsd by our own bitter experience. Pour years age
Byelorussia fell victim to the consequences of a horrible disaster - onme that diad
not take place in our territory.

The accident at the nuclear power piant in the small town of Charnobyl became
a great calamity shared by the Byelorussian people as well as the Ukrainian and
Russiazn peoples, a tragedy of truly planetary proportions. The malfunctiohing of
one single nuclear reactor contaminatsd eacrmous areas and endangered the health of
the population in many countries. But the heaviest burden is that borne by the
people of Byelorussia. Seventy per cent of the radioactive fall-out appeared in
the territory of the Ropublic. Not just a narrow strip of land adjacent to the
reactor, as was thought initially, but the entire - and I emphasize this - the
entire territory of the Republic has become a zone of national ecological disaster.,

Today Chernobyl is beating in our hearts. It beats with the radioactive
discharges in Geiger counters in our fields and in the streets of our cities and
towns. It is in the deceptive tranquil beauty of those forests and rivers that no
one may entar. One must see the despair of a peasant umable to cultivate the land
on which his ancestors had grown crops for centuries, the grief arnd helplessness of
& mother who sees her children dying before her eyes, the silent sorrow of old
people forced to leave forever the beloved villages and towns where they had spent
their entire lives and whers their familiss are buried.

Our Republic suffered and is continuing to suffer anormcus damage. More than
2.2 million people, that iz every fifth resident of the Republic, 18 per ceat of
the most productive farmland and 20 per cent of all forests are in the zone of
long-term radiation. The external and internel radic.ion doses absorbed by
Byelorussia‘s population at the time of the accideat from short-lived radionuclides

and still being absorbed from long-lived radicnucliides zre the highest known in
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practice anywhere in the world. According to the most conservative estimates, the
direct economic loss alone amounts to about 10 annual budgets. Restoration will
require more than financial resources. There is a need, am immediate and pressing
need, for equipment, modern medicines, state-of-the-art know-how and techmnology.
There is even a need for food because we have been forced to stop agriculitural
production on a large part of cur territory. Unfortunately, the true scale of the
tragedy 4did not become clear to us immediately, since it was tho first time in
world history that such an event had occurred. Now it is evident that the grave
consequences, which will de felt for centuries, and the extent of the radioactive
contamination make Chernobyl, without exaggeration, the greatest disaster in the
history of maankind.

The Chernobyl trazgedy has spread far beyond our frontiers., There is an
inescapable spread of radionuclides. We must stop it. bﬂb must acquire experience
for mankind on how to cope w;th the consequences of such a disaster. That is why I
appeal in my grief, on behalf of our people, to the entire world community. Today
our borders are open to receive help, and we hope that a growing awareness of the
scale of the disaster will step up this kelp. We must eliminate the threat to the
health of people irn ¢dozens of countries.

Our people has always borne its burdens on its owa shoulders. We are doing
everything in our power to eliminate the consequences of the disaster. However, I
vish to stress once again that its dimensions are so vast that without concerted
internaticnal e€forts the task will be impossible. From this lofty rostrum I
should like to express the deep gratitude of the Parliament and Goverament of
Byelorussia to all States, all organizations and all people of good will who,
responding to our appeal, have extended a helping hand at this painful time for cur

people. Wo thank them all most sincerely for their great ard noble acticns.
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Cur special gratitude goes to the Secretary-General of the United Kations,

Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar, for his efforts and to all members of the Economic and
Social Council for the unanimous adoption of the resolution on co-operation to
eliminate the conscquences of the Charnobyl disaster.

In this hall, whose walls have heard descriptions of ehe.griof and the teare
of millions of people who have falles victim to various disasters, I make an
appeal, on behalf of the Government of Byelorussia, for the sclidarity of peoples
and States at a time of unprecedented disaster, that of radioactiva contamination
with direct global consequences. Any suppert, sny offer of help will be welcomed
with gratitude. Byelorussians as a people are facing Hamlet's dilemma mot in a
merely philosophical but ia a horrifyingly literal sense.

The Declaration of State Sovereignty of the Byelorussian SSR states:

“The Byelorussian SSR shall use its freedom and sovereignty first and
foremost to save the people of the Byelorussian SSR from the effects of the
Chernobyl dQisaster."

We believe that the General Assembly at ita forty-fifth sossioa will take
major measures. In our opinion, it is necessary tc adept a special resolution
reflecting an understanding of the planetary scale of this disaster and spelling
out specific measures to co-ordinate the activities of the United Nations
specialized agencies aimed at overcoming the global and local consequences of the
disaster,

We would also consider it justified to transfer Byelorussia, for the period of
recovery, from the category of donor country to that of receiving country in
respect of United Nations techanical assistance. We hope that this proposal will bs

met with understanding and support by States Members of the United Nations and the

members of other international organizatioms.
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We have no intention of becoming totally immersed in our own problems and will
continue to be open to the problems and sorrows of the entire planet. For example,
the Byelorussian SSR, together with the world community, is now involved in setting
up effective intornatiogal co-operation for eanvironmental protection, for the
acceleration of the economic and social development of developing countries and for
the observance of human rights and freedoms. We support the idea of convening in
1992 a United Nations Conferance on Environment and Development:.

In order to ensure decent 1iving conditions for ocur people and to survive in
this difficult, even critical, situation, we must change over to a democratic State
structure that emancipates the thought, initiacive and energy of people and focuses
on the individual and on his rights and interests.

We also need a much more efficient economy. In search of a more socially
oriented and efficient economic way of life, wa are moving towards a market
economy. Such a rapid transition from one economic model to another is a difficult
matter. Now we are engaged in a careful study of world experience. Naturally, we
are interested in the models that have produced good results within relatively

short periods of time.
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However, there is a problem in applying useful world-wide experience to our
circumstances and adapting our circumstances to that experience. Therefore we are
keenly interested in expert opinion, consultative services, effective joint
ventures, capital investments ard the creation of expert potential. For these
purposes, my Goverument is ready to work with foreign partners in bold and
innovative ways.

We are prepared to trade in industrial and agricultural products and to engage
in more complex forms of economic co-operation. And I am sure that you, as
Plenipotentiary representatives of your States, will convey to your Goveraments our
readiness for the closest and most diversified kind of co-operation., 1In turn, I
wish to assure you that we will spare no efforts to make such co-operation mutually
beneficial and fruitful.

The pec_le of Byelorussia, which underwent many ordeals and enormous suffering
during the Second World War and whose vitality has once again been sorely tested by
the Chernobyl disaster, wants good relations with all. It wants peace, stabilit,;
and prosperity.

It is the duty of us all, the duty of the world community, to justify the
aspirations and hopes of our pecples, to ensure that the end of the second
millennium is recorded im history as a time of seized, not missed, opportunities.

I wish the President and the Secretary-General success in their difficult but
noble work.

igg_ggﬁﬁ;ggnx (interpretation from French): On behalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to thank the President of the Council of Ministers of the

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic for the important statement he has just made.




JUM/17 A/45/PV,.8
72

Mr. KASIM (Jordan) (interpretation from Arsbic): It is a source of
pleasure to see you, Sir, presiding over the General Assembly at its current
session. Your election to this high office, which you s0 rightly deserve, reflects
the great esteem in which your friendly country and you personally are heid. It is
also an indication of confidence in your ability to conduct the business of this
session with the efficiency and wisdom that will ensure its success.

I am also delighted to express our gratitude and appreciation to your
predecessox, Mr. Joseph Garba, on his outstanding efficiency and ability in
conducting the business of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly.

I would sls0 pay tribute to the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Ferez de Cuellar, on his efforts and unceasing endeavours in the service
of the cause of peace. In this respect, I would meation his valuabie report on the
work of the Organization, which last year, under his 1ead§tahip. achisvad important
accomplishments in many regions and on various levels. We look forward to
continued co-operation with the Secretary-General and to offering all that we can
to enhance his ability to carry out his noble tasks.

Cver the past few decades, my country continued to face regional circumstances
of extreme complexity that were on the whole the result of the international
situation that emerged after the First World War. While those circumstancez have
placed heavy burdens on us, a small country, they did nct prevent the establishment
of the philosophy of govermment in Jordan on solid foundationg that are compatible
with our national, religious and cultural heritage, our openness towards the rost
of humanity and our interaction with it in a worid whose continuity and progress
can be guaranteed only by intergational legitimacy.

In 1945, together with "ix other Arab States, Jordan established the League of
Arzb States, which was the first regional organization to precede the astablishment

of the United Nations, to whose lofty principles we have always adhered. Jordan
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has acted with the utmost modaration and realism wvhen dealing with the various
crises, issues and currents witnsssed by our region. This iz in ksoping with the
nature of Jordan's makeup as & nation that upholds the supremacy of law and
democratic participation. Despite the rogiomal turbulence all round it, Jordan has
succeeded in building a society characterized by opsnness, that ia constantly
developing in an atmosphere of tolerance and calm dialogue. The Jordanian pa=ople
have participated in the process of construction through their rezponsible axercise
of democracy which was disrupted only by the circumstances that emerged following
the war of June 1967. Now, follewing the decision of Jordan to sever its legal ana
administrative ties with the occupied West Bank, in conformity with Palestinian and
Arab wishes, Parliament has rasumed its work inm an atmospgare cf openness and full
democracy. We are detexmined to saﬁeguard and develop this democracy until it
reaches a high level of maturity, takes root and embraces every facet of 1ife in
our society.

This development took place at a time of universal and distinctive turaing
towards democracy as exemplifed by the recent tramsformations in Eastern Europe
which came as an exprossion of the yoarning of the various nations in that ragion
for the enjoymen: of their freedom and to march forward in the process of zocial
and economic development of their countries. While we look forward to the success
of our democratic aszperiment, we hope that the climate of fresdem ard popular
participation will be enhanced throughout the world to encompass all States and
peoples who yearn to exercise their right to ba free from pressurs, dependence and

hegemony.
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The successive crises experienced by the Middle East region over the past
decades, have hindered the development of this vital part of the world, despite the
abundanese of wealth therein. This has engendered a feeling of frustration and
bitterness among the region's people. The failure to find comprehensive and
lasting solutions to those crises has created a state of constant tension in the
area accompanied by a general psychological climate characterized by the feeling of
grievance and of being targeted. This has seriously aggravated the socio-economic
complexities of the situation in the region.

Indeed, the eatire ragion has become a fertile soil for all sorts of
extremism. If we are to come to grips with such a situation; our first priority
should be the recognition of the right of the region's peoples to a life of freedom
and dignity. This in turn requires that earnest efforts be made towards the
creation of a suitable climate based on the comprehengsiveness and universality of
human rights and on the adhezence to international legitimacy as enshrined by the
Charter of the United Nations and its resolutions.

Despite the injustice and the frustration suffered by the peoples of the
Middle East region, they remain all the more anxious to enhance the role of the
United Nations and to strengthen it in all spheres, especially where that role is
concerned with paace-making and peace-keeping.

The end of the cold war has engendered the hope that the ahsence of rivalry
between the super-Powsrs would lead to focusing all efforts on working within the
framework of the United Nations. However, there are indications that certain
Powers may tend to deal with the recent positive developments with a sense of
victory and see in those deveiopments room for increasing their own gains by
attempting to impose their will on other States. While our region and its peoples
have paid a heavy price for the rivalry between the super-Powers du;ing the cold

war, they look forward to seeing the end of the cold war lead to putting an end to
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polarization once and for ali and completely eliminating all attempts at hegemony
and exploitation in a way that would spread the benefits of international &étente
to all of humanity and would lead to the supremacy of the principles of laﬁ,
justice and equality in this world. |

Nowadays, our region and the entire world live in & state of extreme tensicn
as a result of the crisis in the Gulf.. Jordan has called for and worked towards
the settlement of this crisis in a way that conforms to the principles of the
League of Arab States and halt the continuing drift towards a military explosion
which threatens the security of the region, puts it face to face with certain
catastrophe and endangsers international peace and security in the process.

Cut of his sense of the danger besetting the region and its peoples,

His Majesty King Hussein - from the very outset of the crisis - has made and
continues to make, together with other Aradb leaders, sincere and strenucus efforts
in search of a peaceful solution to this crisis.

Jordan, as a civilized country that respects its obligations under the Charter
of the United Nations, dces not and cannot approve of ths resort to force as a way
of solving differences between States, nor does it accept the occupation of the
territory of others, nor does it support or recognize any demographic or volitical
changes resulting from war in our area or anywhere alse in the world. Therefore,
Jordan did not recognize the decision to annex Kuwait. Jordan has calieé and
continues to call for the restoration of legitimacy in this Arab country through
withdrawal therefrom and followed by finding a permanent solution to the
differences betwsen Irag and Kuwait within an Arab context.

It is regrottable that the efforts made to solve the crisis at its beginning,
within itz regicnal conteie; have not been given sufficient opportunity and
support. Some have even tried te thwart thoses efforts, which led to a quick

worsening of the situation in & way that brought about a nutual escalation. That
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escalation, ia turn, increased the rigidity of positions and put the whole region
faco to face with vu;y bleak prospects. Now, nevural.wmeka after the breakout of
the crisis, we aro all the more convinced that a solution will come only through
sircere and serious efforts by the Arab Stass - efforts which should be given
international support and backing in order to avoid a tragedy whose effects will
not be confined to one party alome.

This does not mean that we see a contradiction between what we and other Arab
States and others are calling for - namely, that the settlement should be found
within a Pan-Arab context - and the efforts that may be made by the international
comnunity - of which we are a part - in a United Nations cortext and in accordance
with its Charter. We bslieve that those two efforts should complament and
facilitate ons another.

The fact that we live in the Middle East region makes us more sensitive to the
dangers inherent in an explosion of the situatiom there in view of the weapene of
mazs destruction that exist in the region, whether in the hands of regional parcies
or those that were brought ia with the huge foreign military build-up which has
contiqued since the start of the crisis. This comstitutes an additional incentive
not to spare sny effort in trying to save the peoples of the region and their
-future gonerations from the dangers of an armo& cnflict, which, if it were to take
place, would acquire unpredictable and unimaginable dimensions.

We hope that everybody will appreciate that we have not taken our poszition on
this crisis and its dnagerous ramifications in order to pleaso one phrty or
another. We took our position in keeping with our principles and our determination
to safeguard the security and safety of the countries and the peoples of the
region. In this context we canmmot but @xpress our astonishment at the nervous
reactions ~ of which we hear and whose affects wa feel -~ to our principled stand,

which rejects the occupation of the territory of others by force, while at the same
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time we continue to work towards a peacoful and honourable solution to this
crisis. We are directly affected by ths savers negative consequences of this

crisie in a way that dces not make it possible for us either to ignore it or look

at it with indifference.
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Our commitment to the Security Council and its resolutions is a matter
dictated by our adhor;nc. to the Charter. We cannot do that zelectively or
seasonally. Jordan has declared its adherence to the recent resolutions of the
Security Council on ths crisis. Hence, our implementation of the Sscurity Council
resolution imposing sanctions on Irag, in spite of its devastating effacts on our
national sconomy, which threaten Jordon now and in the future in sll walks of life.

We wers the first State to request consultaticns with the Sscurity Council
regarding the particular economic difficultiss which will ariso as a rasult of our
compliance with Security Council resolution 561 (19906), in accordance with
Adtticle 50 of the Charter. It is unfortunate thet there are coms whe want to use
this as a means to oxercise pressure on us acd compsl us to gupport positions and
policies that we believe wiil bring deatruction to the region.

We hope that the intsrnationzl community will sppreciste the major
difficulties that our economy faces as a result of the crisis. In addition to the
burdens resulting from our compliance with Security Council resolution §61 (1990),
we have started to suffer deteriorating conditions as a result of humanitarian
problems that beset Jordarians working in Ruwait acd other places who have lost all
of their belongings and are returning home in great numbers.

| Jordan also faces the influx of hundreds of thousands of persoas of othsr
nationalities coming frem Irag and Kuwait. Helping thase vast numbers cf peopls
creates very hesvy burdens which ocur economy cannot withatand. It ie roegrettakle
that all this happens at 2 time when we face a situation very similar to a state of
sisge.

Jordan, in the face of the crisis snd its overall effects, has mo choice but
to continue making efforts, together with Arsb and other States, to prevent a

military confrontation and prepare the ground for creating a climate conducive teo
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reaching & permanent solution to the crisis that will guarantes the interests of
811 parties aud enzble them to shoulder their responsibilities towards the reglon
and its resources, which we racognize as being 1npo£€ant to human civilization, in
such a way as to ensure the achievement and maintonance of pezce in the region,
fres from all formulae and pretexts for foreign presencs. We emphasise that
sincere, cbjective and unbizsed Arab participation must be an integral part of any
solution offered by the United Nations for this crisis, because we firmly believe
that any solution imposed from outside the region will have no chance of success
whatsoever.

As for the other sids of the Middle East region, despite the pessing of
23 years since its adoption by the Security Council, another resolution, namely
resolution 242 (1967), remains unimplemented. Israel, to this very day, coutinues
to occupy ths territories from which the Security Council demanded that it should
withdraw. The Palestinian psople continue to live undsr a most brutal kind of
celonialism, despite numerous resoluticns adopted by the Security Council
condemning various aspects of that colonislism - from the annexation of Arab
Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan Heights, to the establishment of settlemsnts on
Palestinian territories and other acts of oppraession, imcluding the deportation of
Palestinians from their land, ss part of a scheme designed to vacate the land of
its people - mone of those resolutions has found its way to implementation. Israel
has found frisnds willing not only to help it iu not implementing the resolutioas
of the Sscurity Council, but 2lso in kindering the Security Council's work aand
paralysing its sbility to take decisions on the subject, thus making it Aifficult
for the Council merely to coavene, if only to discuss the situation in the occupied
territories.

This enccuraged Isrsel to persist in its colonialist plans, the themes and

contents of which are no longer champicned by extremist or aarginal gtoﬁéa. but
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have become the officially declared policy of the Israsli Government. The policy
guidelines that conntitute the platform of the present Government in Israel, as
anounced this past Jure, stats that:

“the eteraal right of the Jewish paople in Eretsz Israel is not subject to

question. It is intertwined with its right to peace and sscurity“.
Bearing in mind that the definition of the so-called Erets Israel includes at least
the State of Israel and the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967, it becomes
clear that Israel has thus negated the very foundation on which all the peace
efforts of the past two decades wers based, namely, the formula for exchanging the
occupied territories for peace.

iIsrael kas also seen in the recent international dovelopments an opportunity
to offect a sweeping and definitive demcgraphic change in the occupied territories
by limiting the options open to Jaws emigrating from the Soviet Union and ensuring
that their only destination would bs Israel, in preparation for resettling them in
the occupied torritories when conditions bescome propitious. It should slso be
rocalled that Israel's Prime Minister, Yitahsk Shamir, has already declarsd that:

“immigration is a big matter which requires the existence of a big Israel".

While recognizing thet the freedom to emigrate from the Soviat Union and other
.Bastern Europoan Ststes was the result of internal developments in those societies,
one should not, howsver, fall to remember the tremendous pressures and coantiauous
efforts sxerted by Israsl and its supportars to ensure that all emigrants go to
Israel which regards ¢:sm as a major tool in carrying out its expangionist schemes.

Thus, while we welcome the recent positive developments in the Seviet Union
and the Xast Eurcpean States, we are of the view that making the Palestinian people
bear the consequences of that immigration to their land is another historic

injustice to thsm, which is even in contravention of the very texts and instruments
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on which the right to immigration is based, particularly in the Helsinki Final aAct
and the agreemnents pertaining thereto, which include the right of 2 person to leave
his country and return to it. Therefore, it is only logical that the Palestinians
should question the legitimacy of the immigration of citizens of other States to

their land, when they are being expelled from that very land and never allowed to

return.
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In the absence of z psaceful, comprehensive and durable sclution to the
question of Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict, the continuation of this
immigration constitutes a violation of the rights of the Palestinian people to
their national homeland and a threat tc the national security of neighbouring
States. Ultimately, it will encourage the ruling circles in Israel to rid the
occupied territories of their indigenous inhabitanmts and replace them with the
large numbers of immigrants, particularly since the limited natural resources of
the area could severely limit its capacity to absordb those immigrants, thus
increasing the possiblility of an Israeli plan of mass expulsion of Palestinians
from their homeland.

Ever since their national tragedy began, the Palestinian people have shown
that it is impossible for them to abandon their legitimate rights. The Palestinian
peopls have continued to confront the repressive Israa2li machinery with endless
sacrifices ir ordsr to achieve their gosl of self-determination and national
independence on their soil, like all other psoples. Their struggle reached a peak
in the past three years, through their continuing popular uprising, the intifadah,
against the Israeli occupation which, in dealing with the intifadah, unmasked the
real face of Israel and laid bare its unfounded claims to democracy and respect for
humar rights. The Palestinian people have a156 proved that the logic of might and
the desire for exparsion dominate Israeli thinking, which still regards the
intifadah as a matter of security, rather than a political issue representing the
revolt of a psople aspiring after independence, a'people with whom Israel must come
to terms in order to find an appropriate political‘settlement. Against this
backdrop, Israsli occupation constitutes 2n anomaly, indeed, an anachronism, in
this era which is witnessing the end of colonialism in a budding atmosphere of

freedom and democracy.'
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It is regrettable that the peace process in the Middle East should have come

to a complete standstill evem before the crisis in the Gulf began, and that Iarsel
and its supporters are counting om the continuation of this crisis in the Gulf to
enable them to reap certain benefits, foremost among which is a retreat from the
search for a peaceful solution to the Question of Palestine. It is moteworthy,
however, that Israel and its supporters are the parties that are most enthusiastic
for a military showdown and call for that showdown as a means of ending the Gulf
crisis.,

That crisis has revealed the dangers that may result from a continusd
deterioration of the situation in the Middle East. These are dangers with
far—réaching. devastating effects that transcond the boundaries of the region.
Accordingly, there is today, more than ever before, a need for implementing
Security Council resolutions. Those resolutions comstitute the legal and pelitical
basis for any peaceful settlement in the region. The world is nearly unanimous in
declaring that the appropriate means to achieve such a settlement, in an honourable
and lasting manner, is through an international peace conference in which all the
parties to the conflict, as well as the five permanent members of the Security
Council would participate, especially since the state of international Gstente has
presumably removed this idea from the sphere of rivalry between the super-Powers.

Recent developments have demonstrated that peace wilil not prevail in this
world simply by ending the rivalry between the supar-Powers and by establishing
détente between them. They have alsc demonstrated that unresolved crises do not
automatically disappear with the passage of time. Rather, they tend t.o be
aggravated and become more complex. The same developments also show that using
double or contradictory political, legal and moral standards does mot serve the

cause of justice and peace in this world. What our region needs mosat today is a
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single standard governing relaticns between its States under the umbrella of
international legitimacy, free from selectivity, in order to bring the movement of
this region into harmony, rather than in contradiction with, positive developments
in our world. Im this context, we view the proposals of His Excellency President
Frangois Mitterrand of France, made in his speech from this podium two days ago,
and the Soviet proposal to hold a conference for peace in the area as ideas which
deserve careful consideration. We in Jordan shall, as always, remain totally ready
to co-operate with the United Nations and with our friends in working for a
peaceful solution to the problems of the region, so that its States and peoples
may, after all their suffering, enjoy living in freedom and dignity, be able to
determine their future a2nd contribute, on the basis of equality and partnership, to
forming a new world order, so that peace and justice may go hand in hand, since

neither can prevail without the other.

he m i 2 m.





