promotion and the provision of market informa-
tion and through export infrastructure;
(ii) To attain self-sufficiency in certain fishery re-
sources through the development of intra-African
trade, particularly the harmonization of taxation
on fishery products;

9. Further requests Member States to promote the
development of aquaculture in Africa and, to the extent
feasible, pool their national human and financial re-
sources within subregional bodies for applied research;

10. Exhorts Member States to explore the possibil-
ity of bringing national entrepreneurs and foreign enter-
prises together for the establishment of joint ventures on
the basis of mutual advantageous co-operation.

37th plenary meeting
27 July 1990

1990/78. Refugees, displaced persons and returnees

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling decision 90/22 adopted on 22 June 1990 by
the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme at its thirty-seventh session,’

Recalling General Assembly resolution 44/137 of 15
December 1989, in which, inter alia, the Assembly in-
vited the agencies of the United Nations system, as well
as all other relevant international organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, to establish as
soon as possible specific mechanisms of co-operation to
assure an agreed division of responsibilities and arrange-
ments for the financing of operational activities relating
to refugees, while preserving the mandate of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

Noting the substantial increase in the number of refu-
gees, displaced persons and returnees and their impact
on the development prospects of the often fragile eco-
nomic infrastructure of the countries concerned,

Realizing the immense human suffering occasioned
by the phenomenon of mass population movements re-
sulting from conflict, natural and man-made disasters
and war,

Recognizing that relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction
and development are part of the same continuum, and
stressing that the impact of refugees and displaced per-
sons on the development prospects of affected countries
is frequently severe, multifaceted and requires a system-
wide approach in order to ensure that the full spectrum
of their needs is covered and that serving those needs
should complement the development efforts of the af-
fected countries,

Recognizing the primacy of the mandate of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
in providing international protection and assistance to
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refugees and in seeking durable solutions to their prob-
lems, and commending the efforts being made by the Of-
fice in that regard,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to initiate a
United Nations system-wide review to assess the experi-
ence and capacity of various organizations in the co-
ordination of assistance to all refugees, displaced per-
sons and returnees, and the full spectrum of their needs,
in supporting the efforts of the affected countries;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General, on the basis
of the system-wide review and within existing resources,
to recommend ways of maximizing co-operation and co-
ordination among the various organizations of the United
Nations system in order to ensure an effective response
by the United Nations system to the problems of refu-
gees, displaced persons and returnees, keeping in mind
the mandates of the United Nations organizations con-
cerned;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to report
on the results of the system-wide review and on the rec-
ommendations emanating therefrom to the Economic
and Social Council at its second regular session of 1991.
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1990/79. Governance of the World Food
Programme

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the fifteenth annual report of the
Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes37 and
the note by the Secretariat®® transmitting a decision on
governance of the World Food Programme adopted by
the Committee at its twenty-ninth session, in June 1990,
and transmitted to the Council by the Executive Director
of the World Food Programme at the request of the
Committee,

Recognizing the need for improved governance ar-
rangements for the World Food Programme consistent
with its programme requirements, its accountability to
member States, and its characteristics as an entity of the
United Nations system,

1. Welcomes the decision of the Committee on Food
Aid Policies and Programmes to establish a sub-
committee of the whole of the Committee on Food Aid
Policies and Programmes to review the governance of
the World Food Programme and the relationships be-
tween the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the World Food
Programme:39

37 WFP/CFA:29/11. transmitted to the Council as document
£/1990/99.
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3 1bid.. annex.



2. Requests the Committee on Food Aid Policies
and Programmes to report to the Economic and Social
Council in 1991 on its consideration of the important re-
view carried out by the sub-committee, as well as to the
Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations.
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1990/80. Future administrative arrangements for
the United Nations Pledging Conference for
Development Activities

The Economic and Social Council,

Reaffirming the importance of the United Nations
Pledging Conference for Development Activities,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
future administrative arrangements for the Conference,*

1. Recommends to the General Assembly that the
United Nations Pledging Conference for Development
Activities remain the principal forum for Member States
and others to pledge their contributions to United
Nations operational activities for development, that it
continue to be convened early in November and that its
basic format remain unchanged;

2. Recommends further, if possible commencing in
1990, that:

(@) The Conference be limited to one day and con-
tinue to be opened by the Secretary-General;

(b) Greater use be made of written pledges, delega-
tions being given an opportunity to make pledges in
writing before the Conference takes place, these pledges
to be announced at the Conference in the President’s
opening statement;

(c) As a general rule, statements by participants in
the Conference be limited to five minutes each;

(d) A speakers’ list be established for Member States
and others wishing to pledge, the only other statements
to be an opening and closing statement by the President
of the Conference, should he or she wish, and short clos-
ing statements by executive heads of United Nations
programmes and funds or their representatives;

(¢) The adoption and signing of the Final Act of the
Conference be replaced by the adoption of a report of the
Conference.
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1990/81. Agency support costs

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the provisions related to successor arrange-
ments for agency support costs contained in General As-
sembly resolutions 42/196 of 11 December 1987, 43/199
of 20 December 1988 and 447211 of 22 December 1989,

Taking note of the report of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Development Programme on its
organizational meeting for 1990, its special session and
its thirty-seventh session,*

Welcoming the constructive statements on agency
support costs made by representatives of organizations
of the United Nations system before the Third (Pro-
gramme and Co-ordination) Committee at its 9th to
11th meetings, on 17 and 18 July 1990,

Endorses decision 90/26 concerning successor ar-
rangements for agenciy support costs, adopted by the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme on 22 June 1990.
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1990/82. Operational activities for development

The Economic and Social Council

1. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General
on the operational activities of the United Nations sys-
tem,”? the report of the Executive Board of the United
Nations Children’s Fund,” the extract from the report of
the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme on its organizational meeting for 1990,
its special session and its thirty-seventh session,* the re-
port of the Executive Director of the United Nations
Population Fund on the implications for population pro-
grammes of the Amsterdam Declaration and on efforts to
develop further the analysis of resource requirements for
international population assistance® and the fifteenth an-
nual report of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and
Programmes,* and decides to transmit them to the Gen-
eral Assembly at its forty-fifth session for its considera-
tion;

2. Requests the Director-General for Development
and International Economic Co-operation to submit to
the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session a precise
and comprehensive schedule for the implementation of
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