— e
e oyl
—— —————— ey

UNITED NATIONS A LS

Distr.
GENERAL

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

SECURITY .
C O U N C I L Sélﬁgizmber 1979

ORIGINAL: ENGILISH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURITY COUNCIL

Thirty-fourth session Thirty-fourth year
Agenda item 80

UNITED MNATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN: EQUALITY,
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

Letter dated 26 November 1979 from the Permanent Representative
of Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, for your information, the
statement of Her DExcellency Mrs. Teng Thirith, Minister for Social Affesirs, head
of the delegation of Demccratic Kampuchea, at the Regionsl Preparatory Conference
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I should be very grateful if you would have this text circulated as an official
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(Signed) THIOUNN Prasith
Permanent Representative of
Democratic Kampuchea
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Madam President,

fFor us, women coming from a war~torn country, the occasion
of this mesting is moet particular as Kampuchean women along with
the whole Kampuchean people are now undergoing immeasursble suffe-
rings due to the Vietnamese aggressors who since 25 lUecember 1978
have been putting our beloved country to fire and sword, burning
ell, destroying all, messacring all.

May I recall, Madem President, that in December 19768, on
the eve of the Vietnamese invasion, the Governmmnt of Democratic
Kampuchea has hit its primary target which was to provide the
whole of our people with decent life. Everybody was reasonably
fed, clad and housed. As for women, they enjoyed complete equality
with men in accordance with ouxr Constitution which stipulstes in
Article 13 thet "men and women are equal in every field. Polygamy
or polyandry is prohibited.”

Even before our liberation in 1975, during the five year
war of liberation, Kampuchesn women had been participating equally
with men in the struggle for national liberation as nurses, battle~
front suppliers and even fighters at the risk of their life, and
many had wholeheartedly consented to the supreme sacrifice. But
especially after our liberation in 1975, Kampuchean womesn joined
their efforts with men to reconstruct our BO% devastated country

and raise our people stendard of living exactly on an equal footing
with men.

In political field, from governmental level down to village
level, Kampuchean women were playing an important role in the
conduct of our country's affairs in Committee at all levels where
they were holding high responsibilities. We had then women ministexs,

women deputy-governors of regions, women chief of diastricts and
women chiefs of villeges,

In econemical field, as the Hanoi authorities started
sttacking our bordexrs just the day following our liberstion and
most of our men were engaged agsin in the defence of our borders,
the overwhelming majority of our worksrs whether they werz in
rice~-fieldy rubber-plentations or factories was composed of women.
Some factories concerned with light industry such as textile fac-
tories, pharmaceuticsl factories, sugar factories and so on wers
managed and almost entirely run by women. Even in transportation,
we had a few women who served as truck drivers.

Above all, in social and public health services, women
formed almost the entire ataff, They were working as doctors,
physicians, nurees and even surgeons. Women took also the lead in
the field of education and propaganda.
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So Kampuchean women were playing a leading role in the
work of national reconstruction during three and & half years
since ocur liberation in 1975 until the Vietnamese invasion at
the end of 1978,

They felt rightly proud of being entrusted with such
responsibilities by our people and our government and with the
genuine selflessness common to all women the world ovex, they
devoted their lives to the serxvice of the nationsl community.
Our government helped them to fully play their role in our so-
ciety by providing each village, factory, administrative service
with a day-nursery which took care of their children. In sddition,
every pregnant woman whether peasant, worker or c¢ivil servant,
enjoyed equally two manths of reat before and after delivery.
They got privileged medical care which in our country was frae
for all the people. They got privileged regime of food and work
likely to favour thedir lactation. All these facilities enabled
them to achieve their work with maximum efficiency.

Owing to a suitable men education on the one hand and on
the other hand to the proper genuine gualities of our women, the
later were respected by men who never questlioned their leadership.

By its juet woman policy, our government succeeded in
getting the whole participation of our women who represent more
than half of our population in the work of national reconsiruc-
tion as well as nationel defence. For this reason, we arrived in
three and a half years to change our backward agricultural coun=-
try into a semi-modern agricultural country equipped with a
nation-wide scale irrigetion system which put 700,000 hectares of
our land under cultivation in all seasons. As a result, oux counh-
tryside which used to offer an arid landscape in the dry season
had turn green with rice, vegetables and fruit-trees, everywhere
even in the height of the dry season. In addition much eccnomy
was realized in every villege, factory, administrative service
due to the honest end dedicated managemsnt by women, Along with
this, through a nmtion-wide movement for lesrning, we succeeded
in solving fundamentally thz problem of illiteracy among women
as well as among the whole of our people. Armed with kpowledge,
general and technical, Kampuchean women had thuz become the most
efficient forces of the nation displaying the capecity they had
never thought of before.

These results were obteined in spite of the frantic activi-
ties of sabotage carried out ceaselessly by the Hanoi muthorities'
fifth column agents in order to destroy ocur woman policy. Those
secret agents infiltrated in our ranks under cover of revolutio-
naeries were bent on harming our women most of all by trying to
deprave them and even assassginate those who showed the greatest
mexits in thei: work,
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Madam President,

On 6 January 1978, our people and our revolutionaxy army
under the leadership of the Democratic Kampuches Government da-
feated the Hanoi authorities first war of aggresasion and in May
1978, we crushed down the Vietnamese fifth column infiltrated
inside the country since 1947. After these successive failures,
the Hanoi authorities signed the military treaty with Moscow on
J November 1978 and it was with the vast military assistance
from the Soviet Union that on 25 December 1978, they launched
their second war of aggression against Democratic Kampuchea on
s far larger scele than the preceding one.

From 120,000 trcops in December 1978, the Hanoi authori-
tieas have now raised the number of their troops up teo 220,000
men in their desperate and frenzied mttempt to crush out the
Kampuchean national resiastance. But as the world knows, our peo-
ple and our revolutionary army under the leadership of the Go-
vernment of Democratic Kampuchea have strongly and valiantly
counter-attacked by meens of gusrilla warfares and have succeeded
for more then ten wonths already, in dragging the Vietnamese ag-

gressors into & protracted war of attrition to which they now
see no end.

But because of the fascist nature and the genocidal aim
of the Vietnamese aggressors who want to exterminate the whole
of our people in order to swallow Kempuchea, thoss ten months
have also been ten bloody months when the whole of Kampuchee has
become the scene of plunder, devastation, mass massacres, starva-
tion owing to the unrelenting scorched earth policy of the expan-
sionist Hanoi authorities. Particularly againast our women, they
have been committing innumerable and unnamable crimes of genocide.
Among the 500,000 and more of our fellow citizens who have been
savagely massacred by the Vietnamese aggressors, more than a half
are women, especially pregnant or just after lying-in women and
old women who are tooc weak to escape in time their furious massa-
cres, Cynicelly the Vietnamese soldiers beaatly rape them until
they are dead or, if they sre not yet dead, they finish them off
by stabblng them with bayonets. Even seventy or eighty yeers old
women are “spared. That is their special way in which to deal with

+

Kempuchean women. Along with our populatien, ocur women have been
killed in the most fascist and berbarous methods. for example
the Vietnamese aggressors pour gasoline over our compatriots and
then burn them alive, Thay pierce their hands and their sars and
string them together in rowe so that they cannot escape and take
them off to be shot. As for children, they sre killed in a spe-
cific way. Small babies in cradles have their body quartered in
two by the two legs or thrown upon bayonets. The biggest have
their heads dashed against treee. The Vietnamese aggressors have
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their special method to kill our wounded too. Wherever they are
found, in Phnom Penh hospitals or in the countryside where they
heve been evacumted, the Vietnameses hordes procesed to bind them,
lay them down &ll upon the road snd cruah them with their tanks.,

Desides, they use fighter planes flying low over the
ground to savagely strafe our villages and our peoples who were
working in the rice-fields as well ms our truck-convoys, causing
at a time hundreds losses of life and considerable damage to the
property of our peopls.

More serious still is the fact that the Vietnemese aggres-
sors are now using chemical weapons such as toxic chemicals and
toxic gas to kill our women and people more quickly.

But the most serious of all is their "strstegy of famine®".
They have been looting our warehouses in Phnom Penh, in Kampong
Som sea-~port, ourvegional, dietrict, village warehouses, burning
crops in rice-fields, destroying ell our people's agricultural
tools and now they go so far aes to confine our people either in
towns or in villages where they are forbidden under death penalty
to go out and grow rice or vegetsbles or search for wild potetoes
to sat. At the seme time, they cut off their rice and salt supplies,
cynically and deliberately condemning them to die of starvetion.
Now the number of our compatriots who have died of stervation hase
rsached more than 500,000 already and with everyday that goes by,
the figure is getting higher and higher.

Madam President,

The Vietnamese genocidal war of aggression,besides bringing
to nought all the economic and scocial achievements of our women and
cur people,has already made morxre than one million victims among
opur fellow-citizens,500 000 of whom have been masmsacred a.nd the
rest have died of stsrvaetion.

The root-ceuse of those monetrous genocidel crimes of the
sggrassors against our women and people is their ambitious expan-
sionism which has lsd them to swallow Laca and aggress Kampuches
in order to swallow it too,so that they can rig up the so-called
Indochinese federation which will serve them as a springboard from
which to smbark on aggression and expansion in the whole of South
East Asia.

To reach this aim, tha Hanoli authorities are resorting now
at one and the same time to the military operations and the strategy
of famine to awallow up our country by exterminating ocuxr whole
people.
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Now the interpnational oipinion is alarmed by the overall
extermination of the Kampuchean people through the current dry
season offensive of the Hanoi suthorities. In particular, the
world is upset by ths widespread femine in Xampuchea, the most
cruel tragedy ever seen in the werld, which our people hgve
never experienced in their bimillenary himtory, even in the
hardship of their post-war situatiaon.

The United Nations Organization and other humanitarian
agencies the world over are doing their utmoset to collect funds
and foodstuffs to rescue our people from sxtermination.

In the name of the Government of Democratic Kampuchea,
I would like to extend to them our profound gratitude. We
specially welcome the initistive of the UN Secretary«General
Dr. Kurt WALDHEIM to convene a Pledging Conference on 5 November
1979 at the UN Heesdquarters in New York in order to work up
an emergency humanitarian relief program to save our people
threatened with extinction by the barbarcus acts of extermination
of the Hanoi authoritisa. For ths efficiency of thia humanita-~
rian relief, the Governmsnt of Democratic Kampuchea considers
that a sufficient number of United Nations forces should be
appointed by this Conference and the Secretary-General of the
United Netions in order to directly ensure the distribution
of this relief to the victim population of Kampuchea throughout
the country so as to foil the Hanoi suthorities’ obstruction
and dilatory manceuvres.

But whatever necessary the humanitarian aid may be,
they could not suffice to ensure the survival of thes Kampuchean
people and nation and to prevent the extenasion of the war to
South East Asia and the world.

It behoves the United Nations Organizations to take
urgent concrete measures in order to compel the Vietnemese
authorities to immedimtely and totamlly withdraw their troops
of aggression and their peopls settlements from Kampuchea under
the direct supervision and control of the United Nations forces,
so as to let the Kampuchean people use their sovereign right
to decide by themselves their own destiny free from any foreign
interference. This is the one and only way to ensure the survival
of the Kampuchean people and nation and at the same time prevent
the extension of the present conflict and ensure peace, security
and stability in South East Asia, in Asia and the world.
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Madam President,

My delegation feela it is if{s duty to draw sttention
of our Preparstory Conference to the fact that womesn of Asis
and the Pacific are more concerned than anybody else with
the genocidal crimes committed by the Hanoi authorities who are
now slaughtering Kampuchean women by hundreds and thousands
everyday at one and the same time through fire and sword and
through their odious "strategy of famine". Because Asia and
the Pacific and above ell South-East Asies are directly threatened
by the aggressive expansioniem of the Hanoi authorities, our
delegation ie caonvinced that our sisters, women of Asia and the
Pacific cannct stand idle and let the more than 220,000 Vietna-
mese hordes slaughter Kaempuchean women at their will.

Therefore, we, women of Kampuchea, victime of the Viet~
nemese genocidal war of aggression appeal to our hohourable
Conference to consider the opportunity of including a new item
caoncerning the ways and mean to save Kampuchean women from the
Hanoi authorities' extermination in the agenda of the forth-
coming World Conference pf the United Natione Decade for Women
to be held next July 1980 in Copenhagen, Denmark. Here and now,
we mre already convinced that our present appsal will meet with
full support from our honourable lonference at the same time
for the sake of the survival of our people and our nation and
for the common good of the whole humenity.

Thank you, Madam President.



