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I. InTnODUCTIO'\!

1. In accordance "1flith article 45 of the ILl."Lernation2.1 Covenant on Civil and
Political Rie;ht s (General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966,
annex), under which the Huw~an ni~hts Committee is required to submit an annual
report on its activities to the Assembly through the Econorrdc and Social Council .~./,
u.u~l_ I'JILhp!-lr~lrrraDh 3 v..t" A~.l::;d_',lbly resolutjon 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966'}
the i\.s::oembly inclur'ied in t,he prnvi~iOllo..l agenda of its thirty-fourth session the
item entitled:

;lInternational Covenants on Euman Rights:

(a) neport of the HlWlan Rights Committee;

(b) Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
TIi~hts, the International Covenant on Civil an~ Political RiGhts and
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political ni~hts: report of the Secretary-General v

2. At its 4th plenary meetinG., on 21 Sentember 1919, the Generel Assemblv Q.ecided
to include the iten in its acenda and to allocate it to the Third Committee.

1/ By decision 1919/81 adonted by the Economic and. Social Council on
3.. August 1979 J the Council decided to authorize the Secretary-General to transmit
directly to the General P..ssen1.bly at tis thirt\r·~·fourth session, inter alie., the
report of the IIilllEtl1 Rifhts C:ommittee on the I~ternational Covenanton Civil and
Political nights (A/34j40).
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3. The Committee considered this item at its 31st, 33rd, 34th and 41st meetinGs,
from 31 October to 9 November. The views expressed by representatives of ~,1ember

states and of the specialized agencies on this item are contained in the summary
records of those meetinGs (A/c.3/34/SR.31, 33, 34 and 41).

4. ~he Committee had before it the following documentation:

(a) Report of the Hu;nan Rir;hts Committee; ?:l

(b) Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political RiGhts and the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: report
of the Secretary-General (A/34/440);

(c) Letter dated 17 September 1979 from the Permanent Representative
of Viet Ham to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-r;eneral (A/34/2191):.

(d) Letter dated 8 October 1979 from the Permanent Representative of
Viet Nam to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/34/559):

(e) Letter dated 10 October 1979 from the Permanent Renresentatives of
Colombia, Fiji, Lebanon, Lesotho, Poland and Portue;al to the United r'1ations
addressed to the Secretary.-General (A/34/566);

(f) Letter dated 11 October 1979 from the Permanent Representative o~

Viet Nam to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/34/56B) ,

(c) Letter dated 24 October 1979 from the Permanent Representative of
Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary~General

(A/34/614s/135B7)"

(h) Letter dated 26 October 1979 from the Permanent TIepresentative of
Democratic Kampuchea to the United Nations addressed to the Secret,ary-General
(A/34/621-S/13589);

(i) Letter dated 4 October 1979 from the Permanent ReDresentative of
viet Nam to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary·~General (A/C. 3/34/1);

(j) Letter dated 12 October 1979 from the Permanent Re~resentative of
Uruguay to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/C.3/34/3);

(k) Letter dated 1 November 1979 from the Permanent BeDresentative of
Panama to the United Hations addressed to the Secretarv-Gen;'ral (A/c.3/34/6).

5. The Director of the Division of Human RiGhts introduced the item at the
31st meeting, on 31 October (see A/C.3/34/SR.31).

2/ Official Records of the General Ass~mply~ ThirtY~fourth SessiOD 5

Supplement Ho. 40 (A/34/4o).



fJ/34/687
English
Page 3

n. CONSIlJERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C. 3/34/L.29

6. At the 41st meeting, on 9 November, the renresentative of Denmarl< introd~uced

a draft resolution (A/C.3/34/L.29) sponsored by- Canada, Costa Pica, Colombia,
CYDrus~ Denmark, Ecuador 2 Italy and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland~ subsequently joined by Barbados~ _Peru~ Uv,anda and Venezuela.

7. The administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution are set
out in document A/C.3/34/L.33.

8. At the sa~e meetin[,~ the sponsors orally revised operative paragraph 12 of the
draft resolution.

9. Also at the same meeting, the committee adopted Trithout Et vote draft
resolution A/C.3/34/L.29, as revised (see para.la).

Ill. RECOMmeNDATION OF THE THIRD COIrlITTEE

9. The Third_ Committee recommencls to the General Assemblv the adoption of the
follo1finr; draft resolut ion:

International Covenants on Hwnan TIir;hts

~he General Assembly~

Recalling its resolutions 31/86 of 13 December 1976, 32/66 of 8 December 1977
and 33/51 of 14 December 1978,

Having noted the report of the Secretary··General on the status of the
International Covenant on Economic~ Social and Cultural Ri~hts) the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 11

Eating ,,·rith apureci ation that} follovlinc;- its appeal ~ more Hember States have
acceded to the Internati.onal Covenants on Human Rights,

Bearinr, in mind the important responsibilities of the Economic and Social
Council in relation to the International Covenants on Human Rip.;hts,

Recor;nizing the imnortant role of the Human Rights Committee in the
implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Riehts and
the Optional Protocol thereto,

]/ A/34/~40.
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1. Notes vith appreciation the report of the Hu..rr.an Ttishts COIllInittee on its
sixth ancl seventh sessions '2./ and expre~ses satisfaction at the serious and
constructive manner in which the Committee is continuins to undertake its functions;

2. Expresses its apDreciation to States p,:.rties to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political lliGhts ],rhich have extended their co-oneration to
the Hllman TIir-;hts Committee jIhen sUbmittinc; their renorts under article 40 of the
Cover.ant and "J.re;es States parties ' ..rhich have not yet done so to submit their
reports to the Committee as speedily as nossible;

3. Urges States :Darties l:Thich have been rec}"uested l)y the Puman RiGhts
CO~Imittee to provide addition~l information to comnly with this reQuest;

4. lTelcomes the information that the Economic and Social Counc il has DOI'T

finalizeo_ arrangements for the consideration of reports submitted under the
provisions of the Internatiu-~al Covenant on Economic'J Social and Cultural Rights ~

and expresses the hope that the Council 'Jill take steps to consider these reports
as soon as possible:

5. A~ain invites all States which have not yet done so to become parties
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural RiC'~hts and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as -Fell as to consider
accedinG to the Cptional Protocol thereto;

6.
Covenant
Covenant

Helcomes the entry into force on 28 arch 19'T9 of article 41 of the
on Civil ann Political Rights and invites the States narties to the
to consider making the declaration provided for in it; article 41;

I' . Appreciates that the Human Rights Committee continues to strive for
uniform standards in the implerrtentation of the nTovisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Ric;hts and of the OntioTI:',l Protocol thereto and
emphasizes the importance of the strictest compliance by States parties with
their oblie;ations under the CovenC'.nt ~

8. Requests t~le Secretary-General to continue to lceep the RUl!18.n n.ights
Committee i-"lformed of the activities of the COIn111ission on Human Rif;hts ~ the
SUh--Com.mission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of r,'1inorities and
the Committee on the FIL~ination of Racial Discrimination and also to transmit
the annual reports of the Human nights COlliW_ittee to these bOdies;

9. Notes uith due attention the recommendation of the ;{uman TIi,~hts Committee
reGarding the holding of fut~Te r.r.eetincs of the Cormnittee in rleveloliinB countries
and requests the Secretary-General to explore this })ossibility ~ takinr, into account
the recommendation of the Committee, and to submit a report in this regard to the
General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session;

41 Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 40 (A/34/40).
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10. nequests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assemblv as its
thirty-fifth session a renort on the status of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural RiGhts~ the International Covenant on Civil and
Political ~i8ht8 and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights;

11. Requests further the Secretar'J-General, in pre:[)arin[ t~Je renort mentioned
in decision 23 (XX~V) of the Co~mission on Human Ri~hts concerninp the dev~lopment

of public information activities in the field of human rights, to bear in Y;1ind_ the
question of improving the publicity for the ~.Jork of the HlIDlan nir:hts Co:rnY"!ittee~.

12, Ur~es the Secretary~General to take all nossible stens to ensure that the
Division of Human Rights is able to assist effectively the H~an ~iGhts Committee
and the Economic and Social Council in the implementation of th.eir respective
functions under the International Covenants on HQ~an Rights~ taking into account
General Assembly resolution 3534 (XXX) of 17 December 1975 anC 31/93 of
14 Dec ember 1976.


