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The meeting vas called to order at 3.30 p.m.

ADDRESS BY Mr. SAMORA MOISES MACBEL, PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S FEPUBrJIC OF
MOZAMBIQUE

The PRESIDENT (interpretation fran Spanish): The Assenbly wltll now hear

an address by the President of the People's Republic of Mozambique,

Hr. Saroora Moises Machel, President of the People's RepUblic of Mo~... ambique,

was escorted into the General Assembly Hall.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the General

Assembly, I have the honour to welcome to the united Nations the President of the

People'-s Republic of Mozanbique, His Excellency Mr. Sal'll)ra Moises Machel, and to

invite him to address the Gener~l Assembly.

President MACHEL (spoke in portuguese~ English text furnished by the

delegation): The People's Republic of Mozambique is deeply distressed by the loss

of life, the nlunber of afflicted persons and the enormous aestruction wrought by

the ear thquakes which, on 19 and 20 Septeifber 1985" struck var ious regions of

Mexico, especially its capital. At this time of sorrow and mourning, we would like

to express our heartfelt solidarity and support to the Government and people of

Mexico.

I am addressing this Assembly on a date of profound and joyous significance

for the Mozambican people. Just 21 years ago, on 25 September 1964, the Mozambique

Liberation Front proclaimed general armed insurrection against colonialism. On

that day the weapons of the freedom fighters opened the road that was to lead to

our independence 11 years later. We recall this historic date for our people $0

that we may also praise the role played by the united Nations in support of the

just liberation struggle of oppressed peoples.

with the achievement of our hard-won independence the Mozambican nation could

also realize another of its deepest aspirations - that of joining the community of
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sovereign nations of the world and participating in the search for understanding,

co-operation and harltDnious relations between peoples and States.

Ten years have passed since our independence. We are justifiably proud to say

that during this period the People's Republic of Mozambique has been able to

establish and consolidate relations with .almost all countries and increase its

active participation in the united Nations system. In greeting the delegations

attending this fortieth session of the united Natioos General Assembly, we hail the

spirit that guides the international conununity's most universal forum: the comJtDn

effort to solve the problems that humanity still faces.

On behalf of the People's Republic of Mozanbique, I congratulate you, Sir, on

your unanimous election to the pr~c>idency of the fortieth session of the united

Nations General Assembly. To preside over the supreme body of our Organization in

a period characterized by heightened tension and conflicts in various parts of the

world is a heavy responsibility. We are confident that with your long diplomatic

experience and guided by the principles of our Organization you will successfully

preside over the deliberations of this historic session.

We salute your predecessor, Ambassador IJaul Lusaka, for the role he played in

wisely guiding the work of the thirty-ninth session. Dur ing his mandate he

faithfully interpreted the peoples' aspirations to freedom, independence, peace and

progress.

We should also like to take this opportunity to congratulate

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the united Nations Secretary-General, on his

determination and dedication in the implementation of the principles and aims of

our Char ter •

Forty years ago mankind was emerging, deeply wounded, from the mst widespread

and brutal conflagration in its history.



MLG/at A/40/P'I.9
6

(President Machel)

The United Nations was born out of the realization shared by all mankind that it

was illlperative to prevent war fever from dominating our planet, a fever that could

claim millions of lives, destroy human achievements, and drown in blood the dr~ams

of our children and the hopes of our youth. THis was and remains the central task

of the Un! ted Nations. Peace, however, is not merely the absence of war. It is

primarily the absence of the causes of war. In this respect our Organization has

played a fundamental role thro~ghout its 40 years of life.

Forty years ago, when the United Nations Charter was signed in San Francisco,

the Organization comprised a mere 51 countries. Today the United Nations family

has grown, admitting IllOre Members and its functions becoming more varied and

complex. Today the United Nations is of a universal character. This universality

~eflects the correctness of the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter,

and the universal values it contains. Our Organization has thus been turned into a

favourite instrument of all peoples for achieVing their deepest aspirations to

freedom, independence, peace and progress. It has been transformed into a basic

weapon against oppression, humiliation and exploitation and for the establishment

of more just and equitable relations among nations. The United Nations has spread

the ideals of brotherhood, equality and solidarity among peoples and nations.

The adoption of resolution 1514- (XV) on 14 December 1960, recognizing the

right of peoples and countries under colonial domination to self-determination and

independence, was a landmark in the life of ~ur Organization. It was the

culmination of the international community's awareness that as long as exploitation

and domination of countries and peoples persisted, war would continue to devastate

our planet. From then on United Nations activities in favour of decolonization and

emancipation of peoples experienced an exponential growth.
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Despi te humank iOO •s effor ts, deepi te the fact tha 1~ peace consti tu tes' a

fundamental aspiration for people the world over, the scourge of war has not yet

disappeared. Its causes are still there. Colonialism has not yet been completely

eradicated from the face of the earth. There are still situations where peoples

are deprived of their country, sovereignty and freedom. Underdevelopment,

wretchedness and hunger still ravage a great part of our planet. The economic

domination of nations has not been eliminated. The gap separating developed and

underdeveloped countries has continued to widen.

International peace and security, peaceful settlement of.disputes, rejection

of the use of force in international relations and good neighbourliness are

fundamental principles, the very cornerstones of our Organization. Nevertheless we

are today witnessing a serious worsening of international relations. Frequent

v~olationE; of the principles and objectives of our Charter are today manifest. We

are witnessing an increasing recourse to the threat or use of force and to

intervention or interference in the internal affairs of/other States. Conflicts

between States have worsened and are taking on increasingly dangerous dimensions.

The human and material J.osses incurred since the second World War are countless.

Currently, not a day passes without war claiming more lives.

In direct contradiction of the requirements of our Charter, forces are

emerging in opposition to the inalienable right of peoples to self-determination

and independence, and thus blocking their emancipation. There are numerous glaring

examples of violation of the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity and

the legitimate right to develop. Destabili~ation, direct aggression, economic

blOCkade and the use of mercenaries, armed bandits and terrorism have become common

occurrences. The spirit of understanding and co-operation among nations which a

decade ago was the main trend in international relations, has been replaced by the

language of confrontation and cold war.
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As a result, international issues are not seen in the framework of the

Chatter, in the spirit of San Francisco, but rather through the prism of East-West

conflict, thus distorting their true nature. Fascist and dictatorial regimes,.

regimes which make discrimination and ~acism the foundation and philosophy of their

policy, survive on our planet. violatin\l with impunity the rights of human beings

and of peoples.

We car.."1ot forget that ta'1e Nazi fascbt and racist ideology wes responsible for

the conflagration of the second World War. It committed masoacres and cold

bloodedly organized genocide. We cannot ignore the fact that there are heirs to

the Nazi creed who pursue racist pol1cies'",,'Zld who do not hesit.~te to carry out
"

massacres in their own countries and launch ~99ression and wage war against other

countries.

To free the planet of regimes whose policies and practices are directly

inspired by Nazi ideology is a basic necessity of the struggle for peace, and a

task that should bring together all the efforts of our Organizationo

In the past 2S years the political face of southern Afuca has changed

radically. Our peoples have carried out a vast process of national liberation and

social change that has eliminated foreign domination from most parts of the region

and brought down the rebel minority'regime of Southern Rhodesia. In little more

than two decades, our people, conscious of their role as the principal factor in

the historical process of social transformation, and with the support of peace and

freedom-loving forces, have wrenched the initiative from the colonial Powers and

moved to a qualitatively new phase that has brought independence and regional

co-opera tion.

I
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It is this process th~t is now r~ching ite logical conclusion in the stl:uggle

of the Nambian people against South African colQ'lialis. in Namibia, ancS in the

struggle of the SOUth African people against apartheid. It ill the elillirmtion of

these two phenomena, causes of war and instabili ty in our region, th~t will at last

usher in throughout southern Africa an era of peace, tranquillity and prosperity

for all of its inhabitants.

i
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Apartheid in South Africa and the illegal occupation of Namibia by south

Africa constitute the main focus of regional tension. Apartheid is a serious

threat to world peace and security. That is why we say that '!p'artheid is not only

a crime against the South African and Namibian people but also a crime against the

peoples of the region and against humankind at large.

In South Africa, 24 Million blacks, Coloureds and Indians suffer oppression,

repression and discrimination under a system that allows political eights ~~d

priv~..leges only to a white minority. The 24 million suffer the supreme humiliation

of being treated as aliens in their own country, the humiliation of being denied

citizenship.

Some 15 million blacks are confined Ita cheap labour reserves and compelled to

till barren lands. In South Africa, the struggle for democracy, equality, peace and

social justice is considered a crime.

The Pretoria regime, in order to defend and 8~feguard the privileges of the

white minority, has launched unbridled repression against individuals, nationalists

and religious bodies, trade unionists, students, teachers and even small children.

Police and army bullets are daily taking the lives of innocent and defenceless

people who, throughout the country, are demonstrating peacefully against apartheid,

against forced ~emoyals to the bantustans, against the pass laws, against arbitrary

arrests. The people are not even allowed peacefully to bury their dead.

South Africa has turned into a land of massacre, a society of terror. TOday's

massacres, coming 25 years after Sharpeville, have demolished the theories of those

who tried to see in apartheid a system susceptible of reform, a system with a

self-correcting mechanism.

This is one facet of the current South African scenario. But there is another

facet that brings a message of hope. We say hope, because the principal initiative



SK/6 A/40/PV.9
12

(President Machel)

for social change is al~eady in the hands of the SOu th African people, the African

National Congress (ANC), and other democratic forces.

we say hope, because in the daily struggle against the apartheid system the

Sou'th African people are already building the new South African nation. South

Africans of all colours and races, of all ethnic origins and religious beliefs are

engaged in this struggle.

Even within the white community, there are those who strongly believe that

only an end to the system of apartheid can bring peace and progress. Today,

thousands of young whites are rejecting the racist ideology of their parents.

It is an intensive struggle that takes on new dimensions day after day. It is

a struggle in which an entire people show that they have no fear of the regime's

repressive machinery. The heroic South African people are facing with their bare

hands the army and the police armed with the deadliest of weapons. Over the past

year the SOuth African people have thus brought about a new situation: the

apartheid regime has lost the little initiative that it may have had in the past

and is resorting to increased repression of its opponents.

Ruthless repression is today the sole initiative of the SOuth African

Government. The so-called reforms by the regime are no more than a belated attempt

to wrest from the people the initiative for political and social change in the

country.

Each massacre strengthens the people's hatred of apartheid, each new pledge of
•.

relaxation of the racist laws which do not address the most fundamental issue - the

dismantling of the apartheid system - is nothing but a ploy to gain time to divide

its adversaries and maintain the structures of apartheid as they are.

The only solut~on to the serious situation in South Africa is therefore the

beginning of a process of negotiations between the Government and the legitimate
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representatives of the So~th African people, taking as a starting point the release

of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners with a view to abolishing

apartheid. Any attempt to stage a dialogue with individuals who are not

representative of the people will merely prolong South Africa's present agony.

It is therefore the dUty of the entire international community to work with

determination, on the basis of these conditions, in order to put an end to

apartheid.

We appeal in particular to the Western countries to use all their influence

and to bring pressure to bear on the SOuth African Government to accept this

process of negotiation without any delay or equivocation.

This year, when we are commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, we

cannot fail to mention the plight of Namibia.

Namibia is the last vestige of colonialism in southern Africa. Namibia was a

German colony at the beginning of this century. If we look at the map of Africa

today, we find that all the other German colonies have won their political

emancipation. The independent countries they gave birth to are represented in this

hall.

The Namibian people, however, continue to be subject to colonial domination,

illegal foreign occupation and ruthless exploitation of their wealth and natural

resources.

South Africa is the cause of this situation. South Africa has been

frustrating the efforts of the international community to bring about Namibia's

independence. In the long process of negotiations to liberate this Territory under

Uni ted Na tions manda te, we have repea tedly been faced wi th Sou th African

intransigence. Pretoria persists in defying and flouting the purposes and
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principles of our Charter and the relevant resolutions and decisions of the

Security Council and ~e united Nations General Assembly.

This challenge attained its maximum expression with the introduction of

so--called linkage. This deplorable concapt is as baseles$ as it is offensive to

the right of the Namibian people to self-determination and independence. LOng

before Cuban troops arrived in Angola, the united Nations General Assembly had

taken the decision, in OCtober 1966, to end the SOuth ,African mandate over the

Territory.

Cuban forces are in Angola tr.l the sovereign decision of that Member State of

the United Nations, under Article 51 of the Charter, in contrast with the manifest

illegality of cue South Africa,n occupation of the international Territory of

Namibia.
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It should be recalled that when resolution 435 (1978) was adopted by the

United Nations Security Council: Cuban troops were already in Angola. They did not

constitute then - nor do they now - a threat to the security of any State in

southern Africa. On the contrary, it is South Africa's troops that attack, invade

and occupy dountries of sQutherl'\ Africa. Cuban troops are in Angola because SOuth

Africa invaded Angola even before its independence.

For those reasons, it is both absurd and irrelevant to invoke RlinkageR to

delay the decolanization of Namibia. RLin~age· must be rejected. It is nothing

but a thinly veiled disguise intended to pr~tect the political, economic and

strategic interests of South Africa and some Western countries, to the detriment of

a sacred right we all prize and defend.

It is our dUty to give firm support to the struggle of the Namibian people,

under the leadership of the SOuth West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), their

sole and legitimate representative. We must provide SWAi'O with all the means

necessary for it to emerge victorious in its struggle for a free, independent and

united Namibia. This Assembly must categorically reject and condemn the delaying

tactics aimed at perpetua~~QCJ SOuth Africa's illegal occupation and domination of

Namibia. Our Organization must repudiate and condemn the so-calle~ interim

government set up in Namibia.

Apartheid, like nazism, is not limited to internal oppression and

discrimination. It also seeks to export its conflicts abroad through

destabilization and aggression. Every country in southern Africa suffers the

effects of Pretoria's belligerency and hegemonic ambitions. All of them suffer the

eC':ects of interference, war and subversion, orchestrated by the Pretoria regime to

impose its own interests. The Pretoria regime has used armed banditry as its

operational weapon to massacre defenceless civilians, to destroy economic and
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social infrastructures in our countries and to stifle the process of national

reconstruction and development. Our efforts for regional economic development and

co-operation, as expressed in the Southern Africa Development Co-ordination

Conference, ~ave met an implacable enemy in the Pretoria regime. Pretoria has

resorted to systematic and constant sabotage of our regional organization with the

aim of imposing its· own designs, as reflected in the so-called theory of the

constellation of" States. The Pretoria regime is acting against our political and

economic independence. The Pretoria regime wages constant war against the example

of the free and just societies that we represent. That is the reason why even

tod4y we encounter war situations that are tearing the 'southern region of Africa

apart.

In the case of Mozambique it is a war waged against us through armed bandits.

The targets for the armed bandits are the people, their homes, their possessions,

the fruit of their labour. Armed banditry indiscriminately tortures,. mutilates,

kidnaps men and women, old and young. Armed banditry destroys schools, hospitals,

health posts, nurseries, churches, community centres and shops. It attacks public

and private transport and slaughters innocent passengers. It destroys economic and

transport infrastructures with the aim of disorganizing and paralysing our econo~,

preventing development and keeping our country in backwardness. Its actions have

as their sole aim the sowing of terror, instability and insecurity. It is the most

barba~ic and inhuman kind of terrorism.

In ~zambique, despite the non-aggression accord signed in March 1984,

irrefutable evidence of grave and systematic violations of the accord by SOuth

Africa and of its continued involvement in recruiting, training, organizing,

financing and equipping, and in providing leadership and logistic support to, the

armed bandits, has recently been brought to light, following the destruction of the

terrorist camps by Mo~ambican armed forces. Confronted with such evidence, the
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South African Government has publicly admitted its continued involvement in the

destabilization of our country. It has thus become more than clear that South

Africa is not fulfilling the Nkomati Accord.

The behaviour of South Africa with regard to Angola is not different from its

behaviour in other parts of southern Africa. Indeed, at the very moment when we

are addressing this Assembly, the sister Republic of Angola is the victim of

barbaric and criminal invasion. OCcurring 18 months after the Lusaka

Understal)ding, this invasion, as well as the failed sabot.~ge attempt at the Malongo

oil installations, unveil the criminal and aggressive policy of the apartheid

regime.

The People's Republic of Mozambique salu tes the people of Angola for the firm

and solid manner with which it has been able to frustrate the South African attacks

and defend its sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

The international community must condemn the acts of war that South Africa

constantly conmits against the States of southern Africa. In southern Africa,

children, women and men of all ages are dying every day as a result of Pretoria's

aggression. It is essential to end this state of affairs. That will be possible

only if we all pool our strength for the total and definitive elimination of the

apartheid system. Apartheid is the seed of instability and violence in our

region. The regime has already shown itself to be an enemy of peace within and

beyond its frontiers. All possible material and financial assistance should

therefore be given to the countries of the region to strengthen their defensive

capabilities and to carry out their economic development projects.

It is incumbent upon this Organization to reject the attempt by South Africa

and its all ies to por tr ay the armed :.Jandi ts as a poli tical oppos ition in our

countries. To accept these manoeuvres means, in the final analysis, to connive
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with the destabilization policy of the racist regime and to give it moral sUl?port

in its acts of aggression against our eountriea and peoples.

The role of the Uni ted Nations on behalf of the total libera tion of peoples is

not'limited to the political sphere, !,~ extends also to the economic sphere. We

have been following wi th appr:ecbtion our Organization' s posi tive role in the

economic and sociai -Ivelopmemt of eo©h of ou!: countries, through the specialized

agencies, bodies· and institutions that make up the United Nations family. In this

context we congratulate our Organization and its Secreary-General on their

commitment to the pursuit of solutions to the critical economic difficulties Africa

is going through.
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That commitment has been complemented by the individual an~ joint action of

Afr ican countr ies, which are doing all they can to find the right and appropr iate

pro9ra~ to resolve the difficulties affQcting them.

The world is in Cl serious economic situation. The continent of Africa,

however, is facing a particularly acute crisis, as the united Nations has rightly

noted.

The serious economic situation faced by many countries of our continent has

mu:ttiple c~uses, and we must deal pr imar ily with them, over and abOl7e the emergency

programmes needed to save lives threatened by the scourge of famine. our economies

are weak, despite the fact that our continent has much potential. The colonial

legacy, manifested in illiteracy, weak development of productive forces and lack of

economic infrastructures, denying us the full benefit of existing resources,

continues to be deeply felt.

Ifi recent years the economic situation of our continent has become

particularly critical as a result of persistent drought and other natural

disasters, such as cyclones and floods. Famine has already taken the lives of

hundreds of thousands of people and threatens millions of Africans.

External factors are the principal causes of that situation. Among them, one

must stress the worsening of the terms of trade, and the consequent fall in export

earnings. The unprecedented rise in real interest ~Gtes and the dramatic increase

in external debt combine with other factors to drain the meagre foreign exchange

reserves of the African continent.

At the same time, we are affected by the profound international economic

recession and are burdened with the effects of an international economic system

that is neither just nor equitable.

Our country, besides SUffering the impact of the problems I have just

mentioned, is further faced with the effects of the economic aggression,

destabil!zation and undeclared war waged against us by the south African r~gime.
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Our economy has been disrupted and in some areas paralysed. The economic

infrastructure, factories, bridges, roads, railways, power lines and vehicles

carrying passengers, medicines, milk and other basic necessities have been

destroyed, sabotaged and pillaged. The efforts that our State and the

international community are making to save hundreds of thousands of Mozambicans

affected by drought are criminally sabotaged.

The twenty-first summit meeting of the Heads of State and Government of the

Organization of African Unity (OAU), convened mainly to deal with economic matters,

established a priority programme for the next five years aimed at creating

conditions for national and collective self-SUfficiency and for the economic

development of our continent. The Afr ican countr ies showed once aga in the ir

determination to overcome hunger, poverty, illiteracy and disease - in short,

backwardness and underdevelopment. Our countries need above all an immediate

solution to the problems that the colonial past, external debt and natural

disasters have imposed.

We believe that the international community needs to take urgent and effective

measures in order to faca the critical situation in Africa. The external debt of

Afr ican countr ies han been growing at an alarming rate. Exceptional measures are

needed to reduce the enormous burden of debt and to promote the growth of the

African economies.

Although we recognise our obligations in respect of ~he external debt, we

think that creditor and debtor countries alike can only gain through the adoption

of courageous measures 1:0 re7ive our economies. Taking into account the diversity

of the financial capacities of debtor countries, ways and means should be found to

reschedule, on more favourable terms, part of the debt and convert the rest into

grants.

It was in that light that the twenty-first summit meeting of the Heads of

State and Government of the OAU called on the international community to find an
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urgent solution to the problem of increasing African indebtedness. It also called

on the industrialized countries to make a substantial increase in the tzansfer of

financial resources on favourable terms, particularly as donations.

In that context, high priority should be given to the launching of global

negotiations on reforming the international monetary and financial system so as to

ensure the establishment of a new international economic order to the benefit of

all countries and peoples.

It is likewise essential for the international community to act firmly and

with determination against the destabilization policy pursued by South Africa, to

eradicate armed banditry and to prOYide support for the southern African countries

that suffer the consequences of direct and indirect aggression carried out by the

Pretoria regime.

We express our profound gratitude to the countries, the united Nations

speciaiized agencies, and the solidarity organizations throughout the world that

have contributed to the fight against hunger and disease in our country and our

continent. International solidarity unites men and women of all continents and

strengthens our determination to overcome unde!:-development and poverty.

We note with concern the increase in focal points of tension and war in

various regions of the world, including the African continent, which is being

troubled by conflicts and war. Apart from the tragedy of southern Africa, our

continent is witnessing situations causing the death and suffering of thousands of

human be ings •

In Western Sahara there still rages the conflict that has been a cause of

concern to the OAU and the world. We are in favour of negotiations between the

Kingdom of Morocco and the POLISARIO Front, in the framework of the relevant

decisions of the Organization of African unity and the United Nations. It is our
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fervent hope that Morocco will take a constructive position so that the people of

the Sahracui Ar'ab Democratic Republic may find peace, and in peace build their

future.

We support the struggle of the Palestinian people to achieve its legitimate

and inalienable rights, inclUding in particular the establishment of a free and

sovereign state.

We demand the withdrawal of Israel from occupied Arab territories and from

Lebanon, and respect for the sovereignty and ~erritorial integ~ity of the latter.

In the history of conflict bet-wien na.tions, of the domination of one people by

another, the case of East Timor stands out as a dramatic and unhappy example. The

voice of the Timorese people remains silenced by the weapons of Indonesian troops.

In East Timor, the people's right to self-determination and independence is being

sacrificed to political, economic and strategic interests. We believe that it is

imperative for our voice to be raised on behalf of justice and the legitimate

aspirations of the Timorese people.
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we demand the total and canplete withdrawal of Indonesian troops from East

Timor so as to allCM the Timorese people, under the leadership of FilETILIN, their

legitimate representative, to achieve freedom, self-determination, independence,

peace and progress. We appreciate the Secretary-General's role in seeking a

negotiated settlement of the problem together with the other parties involved,

including Portugal, the administering Power of the Territory of East Timor.

In Korea we support efforts for the peaceful reunification of that country.

In Latin America we view with apprehension the destabilization of Nicaragua.

We appeal for strict resPeCt for Nicaraguan sovereignty and territorial integrity

and for an end to acts of aggression against that country. In the search for a

negotiated settlement of the conflict we support the efforts of the Contador& group.

The struggle for peace and the removal of the spectre of nuclear confrontation

is a high priority for all humankind. Peace is the basis for the economic and

social development of our countries; it also offers hope for a prosperous and

radiant future for peoples.

The transformation of the Indian OCean into a zone of peace, free from nuclear

weapons, through the dismantling of all military bases and the speedy

implementation of the Declaration of the Indian OCean as a Zone of Peace, is an

intrinsic part of this struggle. However, to the detriment of the littoral

countries and the international comnunity in general, the task of the Ad Hoc

Committee on the Indian OCean has been complicated owing to the stand of certain

countries which consistently put obstacles in the way of holding a conference on

this issue. In this context, we reaffirm our support for the holding of a United

Nations conference on the Indian OCean in order to take concrete steps towards

implementing United Nations General Assembly resolution 2832 (XXVI).
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The struggle for peace signifies serious and constructive commitment ~ all

countries and peoples to the struggle for general and complete disarmament, an end

to the arms race and a freeze as a step towards subsequent reduction and

destruction of nuclear weapons, and a freeze in military spending.

The struggle for disarmament is a struggle for peace and development. Without

disarmament there can be no peace, and wi thout peace tllere can be no development.

we welcome the beginning of the Geneva talks between the two great Powers with

the aim of reaching mutual understanding and finding solutions for ending the arms
•

race, to the benefit of the interests of all countries.

We are celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the United

Nations in the year proclaimed ~ our Organization as International Youth Year.

Youth is the sap of our nations and as such the sap of our Organization. Allowing

young people to play an active part in sbaping the destiny of our countries is to

ensure a better morrow for our peoples. It is the young who have the dynamism to

develop and change the world. It is the young who nurture the bright dream of a

calm tomorrow - a tomorrow without wars, a tomorrow with peace and prosperity. We

therefore support out Organization's decision to proclaim 1985 as International

Youth Year.

In the People's Republic of Mozambique we continue to invest massively in our

young people as the guarantee of our future. In the same context, we think that

the individual and collective efforts of our countries are of vital importance in

assuring the well-being of our children. The bulk of our human, financial and

material resources should be channelled to this end.

Our Government gives full support to the current efforts of the United Nations

Children's Fund (UNICEF) to achieve universal immunization of children by the
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year 1990. we believe that that programme will have positive results for our

developing countries since it will reduce the child death-rate. In the People's

Republic of Mozambique this programme is being given high priority, as have pas~

progranmes aimed at physical and mental health and the normal and balanced

development of our children.

The celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations is an

occasion to reflect deeply on the role of our Organization, on its universal

significance, and on the need to improve its effectiveness. The United Nations has

affirmed itself as an indispensable Organization in the pursuit of peace,

disarmament, development, and harmony among nations.

Forty years after the founding of the united Nations and more than ever

before, our pr~ry efforts are aimed at saving our planet from the scourge of

war. We are confident that, inspired by these 40 years and by the new decade that

appears on the horizon, we shall be able to rededicate our energies and commitment

to achieVing the principles and purposes of the San Francisco Charter. In this

respect the celebration of the International Year of Peace in 1986 will be a

positive step in the overall process of humankind's struggle for a better world.

The People's Republic of Mozambique reaffirms its readiness to co-opera te wi th

all the peoples and countries of the-world, irrespective of their political,

economic and social systems, in the realization of world peace and the

strengthening of international security.

A luta continua:
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The PRBSIDEN'l! (interpretation fro. Spanish): On behalf of the General

AsseRlbly: I wish to thank the President of the People' 8 Republic of Mozambique for

the ill'?Ortant statement he has just made.

Mr. Samora Moises Machel, President of the People's Republic of Mozambique,

was escorted from the General Assembly Hall.
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Mr. CLARE (Canada): On behalf of Canada, I congratulate you, Sir, on

your election as President of this milestone session of the General Assembly. Your

long career, of devotion to the principles of the United Nations is recognized by

this election, as is the vitality of the democratic institutions of the Government

you represent.

On behalf of Canada, I join other spokesmen in expressing gr ief at the

sUffering caused by the massive earthquakeo in Mexico. In connection with this

tragedy we ~~I~\\'e seen arising spontaneously across national boundaries a rallying of

forces to complement the Mexican Government's own extraordinary rescue operations.

In times of such natural disasters the world truly becomes a neighbourhood, and our

people extend both their prayers and thei~ practical help. we were pleased to join

yesterday in the consensus on the resolution adopted in this Assembly expressing

our common so~idarity with the Mexican people.

It would be remiss of me as a Canadian if I did not sadly recall that last

week Canada and the united Nations lost one of our greatest soldiers and statesmen,

the late General E.L.M. Burns. Canada is partiCUlarly proud that he was the first

commander of the united Nations Emergency Force and that he was a practical

architect of peace-keeping. General Burns was also one of Canada's most thoughtful

proponents of disarmament. His contributions truly embodied the best ideals of the

Charter. We mourn his passing, but in reflecting on his dedication to the high

principles and purposes of the united Nations we find an example that is inspiring

for the years ahead.*

*Mr. Al-Ashtal (Democratic Yemen), Vice-President, took the Chair 4



RM/10 A/40/PV.9
32

(Ml'. Clark, Canada)

At the age of 40 some people have what is termed a mid-life crisis, but this

description certainly does not apply to the United Nations. There may be mUltiple

crises in the world system today, but at the age of 40 the united Nations is a long

way from mid-life. In fact, viewed in the long range of history the United Nations

is still very much in its early years.

This perspective helps us to establish a more balanced and fair assessment of

the united Nations in this important anniversary year. Optimists would like to see

the United Nations as the flowering of a world that has come together. Pessimists

decry it .for not having brought peace. Realists recognize that the United Nations

has persisted successfully in its global strategies for human security despite the

divisions among nations.

In its first 40 years the United Nations has made an inestimable contribution

to building a f~amework for a global system that responds to the technological

interdependence and vulnerability of modern society. Technology has revealed the

common qualities of the entire human family. Everyone wants to avoid the scourge

of war. Everyone wants the opp'~" ;.unity for economic development. Everyone wants

the guarantee of full human rights. The tackling of these COnuno.1 demands is the

daily work of the United Nations.

If there are frailties in the united Nations, and there are, if there is some

ineptitude, and there is, let us this year celebrate the United Nations endurance

and accomplishments while resolvin~ to improve its procedures.

In conflicts prevented, in disputes mediated, in the eradication of diseases,

in world-wide development progress, in the savin~ of countless human lives, the

united Nations has enriched human existence. It has done all this on a bUdget that

is less than $1 per.year for every inhabitant of the planet. The United Nations

should not need to be defended, but it does, and I emphasize that Canada not only

I
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defends the united Nations but will work to strengthen it and work to strengthen

other parts of the mulilateral system. This is the way towards the peace and the

growth, the freedom and the justice, which the world needs.

The challenges facing the multilat~~al system reach beyond this institution.

Questions a~e being raised about whether the states of the world will work together

or whether nations will draw back to their individual devices. Whether tn2 issue

is debt or trade or culture, whether the nations are rich or poor, large or small,

there is a renewal of doubt about the international system. Developing countries

again this week in this Hall threatened to. abandon an international monetary system

which they believe has abandoned them. Trade protectionist pressures are rampant,

and dates are delayed for a new round of multilateral trade negotiations.

E~~~nditu~es on arms increase; so does terrorism; so have regional conflicts.

If that continues we will all be the victims. Certainly a country lik~Canada

is imperilled if nations cannot agree on the rules of trade or the relief of debt

or the control of arms. Twenty-four years ago only 12 per cent of our gross

national product was based on exports; today this figure has more than doubled.

When the united Naticns began Canada was relatively unaffected by violent sectarian

disputes in other countries; today we, like the world, are targets of terrorists.

Forty years ago drugs c~ technology or the economic policies of other countries had

relatively little direct impact on Canada; today they can intrude directly on the

life of every Canadian community. So it is with all communities, in all

countries. In so small a modern world, we are exposed, inescapably, to common

problems which none of us can solve alone. Instead of retreating inward, the world

must reach out - not only to celebrate an anniversary but to cope with the

inescapable reality of modern times.
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Today, I renew the commitment made by successive Canadian Governments to the

united Nations ever sil.~e its birth in the ashes of the Second world War. Prime

Minister Mulroney has already personally reaffirmed to the Sec:re~ry-Genera1during

the latter's much appreciated official visit to Canada earlier this year, Canada's

aspirations with regard to the united Nations. Next month, the Canadian Prime

Minister will be meeting here with numerous other world leaders to procla~ yet

a~ain the importance of the united Nations.
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This session of the General Assembly will thus provide us with an opportunity

to recall the achievements of the last four decades: the virtually complete

elimination of colonialism; the recognition of human rights at the international

level; a commitment to general and complete disarmament; a programme to strengthen

the world's\financial and commercial systems; a Convention on the Law of the Sea;

treaties on a whole range of questions; important progress in the fight against

illiteracy; and the promotion of the status of women.

We particularly welcome the consensus that emerged from the Nairobi

Conference, which marked the end of the Decade for WOmen. The nations of the world

came to an agreement on a plan of action for the promotion of women, to be

implemented over the next 15 years. Canadians are proud of the role played by our

delegation in helping bring about a consensus, and our Gover~ent intends to define

specific ways of carrying out the Nairobi strategies. It goes without saying that

in the tmplementation of its programmes and in its recruitment policies at senior

levels the organization must fully respect the objectives enunciated in the

Forward-looking strategies. At the present time women fill less than 6 per cent of

senior professional posts, and it is beyond dispute that the united Nations still

has much progress to make in the movement towards equity.

(continued in English)

This session will be a time to pursue serious reform of the procedures of the

united Nations. In the harsh Canadian winter houses that slip into disrepair are

eventually abandoned precisely because they offer none of the protection they were

designed to provide. The house of the United Nations must not be allowed to slip

into disrepair, and we must note that disrepair is showing. Divisive political

issues intrude too often into specialized agencies. The agenda of the Assembly and

its Committees is overloaded regularly with ritual debates. Some rich countries

refuse to pay their dues, while others threaten to reduce their share. The

secretary-Genera1 has courageously and repeatedly identified these weaknesses.
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Changes and reforms are central to the existence of the united Nations" We

lUst restore to this Assembly the authority given to it by the Charter. We Dlst

accordingly review our efforts and in a systematic fashicn layout for ourselves

realizable goals and objectives.

We have sent Canadians to Cyprus, the Golan and other trouble-spots because we

want the world system to work. What Canadians have helped secure in crisis we

intend to preserve now. Delegations will be aware that Canada, with others, has

been working in past months to devise and carry through a pragmatic and feasible

set of measures with this purpose in mind. We will continue our co-operative

efforts with all interested delegations in this search, which is made doubly urgent

by the critical substantive issues before us, to which I now turn.

Surveying the landscape of world affairs on this fortieth anniversary, we find

that no field is bleaker than that of arms control and disarmament. We Itllst face

the fact that not a single substantive agreement has come out of the multilateral

arms-control process during the first half of the Second Disarmament Decade - not

at the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, not at the mutual and balanced force

reduction talks in Vienna, not at the stockholm Ccnference on Confidence and

Security Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe.

But r have come here not to lament but rather to offer the encouragement and

support of Canada in building the climate of confidence necessary for disarmament

agreements. No matter what the frustration, we must never give up in our

determination to construct a wo~ld security system that depe~(~ on fewer arms, not

more. If more political will is necessary, then let us assert that political will,

particularly as we move into 1986, which has been designated the International Year

of Peace.

In the complex process of arms control and disarmament, priorities must be set

straight.
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First, Canada believes that deep and verifiable reductions in the existing

ar senals of nuclear weapons is the highes t pr ior i ty • Moving to lower levels of

arms while preserving the stability of the balance at each successive stage of

reduction is ~he only practical way to make progress. Thus we give our full

support to the bilateral negotiations between the united States and the soviet

Union now taking place in Geneva. The summit meeting between President Reagan and

General secretary Gorbachev in 55 days' time provides an opportunity to chart a new

course for the future leading to practical steps to unblock the disarmament impasse.

Secondly, for Canada the achievement of a comprehensive test-ban treaty

continues to be a fundamental and abiding objective. Our aim is to stop all

nuclear tes ting •

Thirdly, the early conclusion of a chemical weapons treaty is now within reach

in the Conference on Disarmament.

Fourthly, the prevention of an arms race in outer space is now on the world

agenda.

Thus we know where we are going in arms-control and disarmament measures. The

Final Document of the first special session on disarmament, in 1978, should

continue to be our guide. The remarkable consensus achieved by the world community

on that occasion must again be renewed as we look towatds the thi~d special session

on disarmament.

(Spoke in French)

The success of the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which completed its business last Saturday in

Geneva, represents an important step forward. States participating in the

Conference reaffirmed, on the basis of a consensus, the viability and the vitality

of that Treaty, to which has been endorsed by 130 nations have acceded and which

prevents the spread of nuclear weapons while at the same time bringing to the whole
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international cOGlJlunity the benefits of the .peaceful uses of nuclear energy. The

spirit of international co-operation that characterized the review of the

Non-Proliferation Treaty showed that the multilateral process can and does

contribute effectively to the strengthening of world security.

Canada will continue to play an active role in all multilateral bodies and

will contribute further to the building of confidence. In this respect Canada has

drawn up a programme of action for the second .part of the current Disarmament

Decade. By means of this progranme we shall intensify our work in the sphere of

the impr~ement of the verification procedures necessary to ensure compliance with

agreements entered into.

In order to advance the work on verification of compliance with a complete ban

on nuclear tests we shall strengthen our capacity for analysis in seismic

research. We shall improve our seismic research facilities in northern Canada and

enhance our capacity to distinguish minor earthquakes from underground nuclear

tests.

Within the framework of this programme of action we shall be conducting

practical studies on the use of chemical weapons. We shall submit these studies to

the united Nations and also make Canadian experts available to the Organization for

inquiries into allegations of the use of chemical weapons.

Moreover we shall work towards the conclusion of a multilateral agreement

prohibi ting the pcssession and use of radiological weapons. I appeal to the

United States and the Soviet Union to conclude an effective, verifiable treaty

prohibiting radiological weapons. Canada is prepared to sign such a treaty

immedia tely.

The Canadian d~legation will be reporting to the First Committee on the

day-to-day efforts made by Canada to lay a foundation for lasting treaties.
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The relationship between disarmament and development must also be considered

constructively and in greater depth. The current level of military expenditures,

now in the region of a trillion dollars, at a time when many pari:S of the world are

experiencing destitution, poverty and famine is unacceptable. The Canadian people,

which enjoys a wide representation in an increasingly broad network of

non-governmental organizations, is particularly sensitive to this imbalance. It

aspires to the establishment of qenuine human security, characterized ~ increasing

food stocks and a decline in military arsenals.

(continued in English)

Another important lesson of our 40 years' experience concerns economic

growth. We now know that the well-being of everyone depends on the financial,

trade and other linkages among our economies. We understand better the challenges

of the global market place. And we appreciate better the critical role that

developing countries play in the expansion of the world econo~.

The partnership between developed and developing countries - a partnership of

shared responsibilities and commitments - must be enhanced. Canada is very pleased

that consensus agreement was reached yesterday, in the Committee to Review and

Appraise the International Development Strategy, on a statement of agreed

conclusions. This is a significant step. It reflects the serious effort made by

all concerned to express the current economic realities in common language. We

believe it augurs well for future co-operation.
,

When we look at the problems of the developing world, no case is more poignant

than the SUffering of sub-Saharan Africa. The global humanitarian response to the

crisis in Africa has succeeded in saving thousands, and perhaps millions, of lives,

but the experience of this crisis has also identified longer-term challenges.

Relief is not enough. Action for permanent development - in partnership with

African nations - is essential. African Governments must resolve to give

J
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priority to the agricultural sector and to unleash the product1,ve forces in their

own societies. But this effort must be matched by a real and sustained co1Illli tment

~ develoPed nations and indeed by the entire international community. The African

crisis will not end until the valiant efforts to relieve the tragedy of today are

buttressed by a sustained c~itment to building the Africa of tomorrow.

The heavy external debt, which afflicts so many countries, is another

crippling burden in the developing world. Some progress has been achieved in

dealing with the debt situation, thanks to co-operation among creditor Governments,

debtor countries, commercial banks, and international institutions. The strategy

of adjustment, financing, and rescheduling has demonstrated an impressive

flexibility in helping debtors. But, obviously, more adaptation is needed to meet

the special needs of debtor nations.

Deliberations in the United Nations help in fostering a better understanding

of these economic problems and further the activities of various international

institutions dealing with them. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the

World Bank have played a key role in this regard. We should ensure that they can

and will continue to do so, taking due account of the particular problems facing

individual States. The strains facing the multilateral economic system and facing

! ts leading institutions must be deal t wi the Bilateral relations between countries

on the one hand, and the mul tila teral sys tem on the 0 ther, ought to be mu tually

complementary and reinforcing.

Similarly, protectionism, which threatens the prosperity of developed and

developing countries alike~ must be resisted. The industrialized countries must

keep their markets open to third-world products if the developing countries are to

maintain the export earnings necessary to service their external debt and to

improve living standards. All of us will lose if our borders close. All therefore

have an important stake in ensuring that the multilateral trading system remains

\,
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new round of multilateral trade negotiations, and why we have been working to

liberalize trade and resist protectionism in many other ways~

By joining in the preparations for a new trade round now, the developing

countries can be joint architects of a revitalized General Agreement on Tariffs and

Trade (GATT) system. Canada is anxious to work with developing countries to

identify areas of common interest which could be pursued in the next round.

Economic development is critical, but its benefits will be fully realized and

enjoyed only if the Member States of the united Nations co-operate together in a

concerted plan to tackle the pre-eminent social and human rights issues of our day.

I:'1licit trafficking and abuse of narcotics and other drugs is a major social

challenge on every continent.

I am pleased that the United Nations has set out a plan of action in this

vital field. Last year, Canada joined others in co-sponsoring a resolution which

set in motion the drafting of a new convention to combat the illicit drug trade.

It constitutes a key element in current international efforts to deal with this

social problem. The convention must aim at strengthening enforcement measures

against illicit drug trafficking.

We welcome the Secretary-General's proposal for the convening of a drug

conference in 1987 at the ministerial level. We commend the link it makes between

initiatives needed to cut down on the ~upply of illicit drugs and the steps

required to reduce demand. We will be working actively with other interested

countries to develop a resolution to carry this idea further forward at this

session.

Forty years ago, the Charter made the rights and freedoms of all persons a

matter of legitimate concern to the whole international community. The Universal
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Declaration of Human Rights itself is nearly four decades old. Yet our work has

only just begun. As the Secretary-General notes in his current report;

-Massive violations of human rights continue to take place, often of tragic

proportions.- (A/40/l, p. 14)

We must, therefore, expand the frontiers of United Nations activities in the

human rights field. This will entail completing the work on the Convention on the

Rights of the Child, ensuring that the new Convention against torture is properly

implemented, extending the Commission's programme of advisory services, encouraging

other countries to offer technical assistance in the human rights field, assisting

the Working Group on the Disappeared. Moreover, the United Nations must continue

to focus attention on the fate of prisoners of conscience, ensure that the disabled

are not deprived of their basic rights, protect the special interests of indigenous

populations around the world, and take steps to protect the rights of those who

themselves promote human rights.

I cannot fail to take note of the wide range of political confrontation and

open warfare that so lamentably haunts this planet from Asia, to Central America to

the Middle East. vie will have ample opportunity to approach these issues as this

session of the Assembly goes about its business. In my view, however, and in the

view of my Government, South Africa presents a situation which challenges the world

community like no other. It is the most striking example today of what can happen

to a country when human rights are systematically violated and abused. It is not

the only country where discrimination takes place on the basis of race; much less

is it the only country to deny the great majority of citizens access to the

political process.

But South Africa is the only country where racial discrimination is a first

principle of State policy. Human rights violations are written into the

Constitution, and the majority are denied their political rights because of the
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colour of their skin. Me are all cast down by the lives lost and the people

injured, by the repre2lS~~1e measures undertaken by the authorities and by the harsh

and callous pressure applied to those who campaign against apartheid.

The pity and the shame is that this rich country of enormous human and natural

potential could contribute so JlUch to the continent of which it is a part.

Instead, its unconscionable violation of fundamental human rights does not stop at

its borders.

But the South Africa monolith has been shaken. Demonstrations, strikes and

acts of resistance against the regime are widespread. Economics "have proved to be

an engine of change. A wave of disinvestment has taken place and the exchange rate

on the rand has dropped significantly.

The message in all of this is clear: 40 years after the United Nations

Charter came into existence and 35 years after the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights was prollQlgated, change must come to South Africa, .!.partheid must be

dismantled. Measures to make all South Africans equal within their State must be

" pursued to the end. *

*The President returned to the Chair.
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Nor can we ignore Namibia. Not only does South Africa hold that Territory in

gross violation of united Nations wishes and international law and use it as a

apringboard for attack on its neighbours but it perpetuates its oppressive

practices in that emergent land. Such contempt and continued denial of justice

cannot be tolerated by the international community. The community of nations must

continue to pressure South Africa to change its offensive policies.

Canada has acted ~teadily and deliberately to add to the pressure for change.

We hope that the respon~e of South Africa will allow economic and diplomatic

ralations between our two countries to continue, but that wi~l require real

progress against apartheid. we are conSUlting and co-operating with our friends in

the Commonwealth, in the front-line States and elsewhere to find the most effective

means to end a system which is repugnant to Canadians.

Yet another growing violation of civilized conduct, terrorism, must be dealt

with in more detail by the United nations. As we Canadians have learned in the

past year, terrorism is a menace to which no nation is immune. At this Assembly we

shall actively seek new ways, through new international instruments if necessary,

to deal effectively with this scourge. Canada, already a party to all the

international air security conventions, will ratify the International Convention

against the Taking of Hostages. We were heartened that the Seventh United Nations

Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders supported the

efforts of the International Civil Aviation organization to promote universal

acceptance of and strict compliance with international air security conventions.

The int€rnational community has shown that it has the political will to act.

FinallYr the fortieth anniversary of the united Nations must be remembered as

a time of a united call for the peace that will come from effective disarmament and

economic development for all.



mvjh A/40/PV.9
47

(Mr. Clark 6 Canada)

An organization that embodies the cry to peace of ·We, the peoples of the

United Nations" cannot be irrelevant now or 40 years from now. The gravity of the

threat to global survival must be matched by the intensity of our efforts to baUd

the conditions for lasting peace. The peoples of the United Nations have the right

to expect to find their hopes fulfilled by the actions of every Government that

comes to this rostrum.

We know that the challenges are huge; we will not be daunted by them. We know

that the problems are infinite; we will not be intimidated by their complexity. We

know that international relationships are frayed; we will not be" deterred in our

efforts for their repair.

To put it simply, Canada, along with all other sovereign countries of good

faith, will use the united Nations to pursue indomitably the quest for peace,

security and social justice.

sir Geoffrey HOWE (United Kingdom): Let me first join those who have

congratulated Mr. de Pinies on his election to the presidency of the General

Assentlly. Our affairs could not be in better or more experienced hands. It is a

source of pleasure and pride to my country that we should have as President at this

fortieth session the representative of a cou~try shortly to become a full member of

the European Community.

It is in the same spirit that I express our thanks to the outgoing President,

Paul Lusaka, the distinguished representative of a Commonwealth country, for the

impartial and skilful way in Which he conducted the Assembly's affairs over the

past 12 months.

I should like also to renew my tribute to our Secretary-General. I salute his

dedication and persistence in seeking solutions to the world's problems. His

latest report, like its predecessors, is another eloquent and persuasive testimony
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be no security for any nation-.

-the realization by all nations that without co-operation for peace there can

In a few weeks we shall mark the fortieth anniversary of the united Nations.

to the importance of this organization.. We shall continue to lend his efforts our

greatest cities lay in ruins, a world in which some of today's greatest nations had

yet to be born.

by the second global conflict in 30 years, a world in ~ich war had brought the

In doing so we shall reaffirm the insight defined by the then British Prime

NR/jh

Minister, Clement Attlee, at the first session of the General Asseably, in London,

That thought is just as valid today as when he spoke to a world then riven asunder

In the years since then the meniJershlp of this Organization has grown

dramatically.. Together we can take credit for much of the progress that has been

achieved.. we have moved away f~om the sharpness and the savagery of world conflict

and undertaken a massive task of reconstruction. we have managed a period of

unprecedented economic growth alongside an enormous population explosion.. We have

welcomed and fostered the e~:cgence of over 100 new sovereign nations.. We have

fashioned and developed a range of effective institutions for international

co-operation.

Britain is proud, too, to belong to two very different groupings which each in

its own way demonstrates the growing pattern of interdependence. This year in the

Bahamas, Commonwealth Heads of Government representing 49 nations from all

continents and outlooks will be meeting together. By the end of this year, too,

the meniJership of the European Community will have expanded to 12 with the
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accession of Spain and Portugal. It is now substantially the world's largest

trading bloc, and its role en the world stage is becoming steadily IIOre

significant. In ~is statement yesterday the Foreign Minister of Luxembourg gave

eloquent expreslliion to the sbared values and COIDDOn approach of all the meJlbers of,
the European Co_unity.

TollOrrov the COlllemorative Dleting of the Security Council will give us a

chance to take stock of all that has been achieved over the past 40 years. We

should at the same time acknowledge the scale and coq;>le:ci ty of the tasks that

still challenge us. We must not underestimate the efforts the international

comunity still has to make if our actions are to achieve the goals ~t by the

founding fathers.

we still live in a world wracked by continuing violence and conflicts, by

economic and social hardships and by famine and disease. Last week's massive

natural disaster which has brought such tragic suffering to the Mexican people is a

grievous reminder of man's vulnerability to his environment. We all pay a tribute

to the courage with which the Mexican Government and people have responded to this

catutrophe •

In the Secretary-General's own words,

·We face today a world of almost infinite promise which is also a world of

potentially terminal d~~ger.· (~~40/l, p~2)~

As he so rightly argues, the solution lies in our own hands, in our will and

determination to decide the kind of world we wish to see in the years ahead and to

take the steps necessary to achieve it. So this special anniversary is an occasion

on which we should not just reflect on our past but, lIuch more important, look

ahead to the questions that will face us in the future and start shaping our

policies now.
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The need for such foresight applies with particular force to our economic

agenda. The appaUing fallline in sub-Saharan Afr:,ica has shown how a series of

pro~lems - some natural, some man-made - can come together to bring uniilaginable

suffering: long-run degradation of the environment, progressive failure of

agricultural production and prolonged drought. This disaster has evoked a draaatic

response from many countries. The West has led the way.. The United Kingdoa alone

last year contributed a quarter of a billion dollars. AtJlOSt half of that CDe

from private donations, the gifts of individual men and wo_no Moreover, we have

net stopped providing funds. We have made sure throu9~ the provision of aircraft

of the ~yal Air Force that our supplies reach those IIOst in need as quickly as

local conditions will permit.

But spontaneous generosity even on this scale offers no long-term solution

because we live in a ,~~,~rld of paradoxes. Some areas of the world still face acute

hung~r and are unable to feed themselves. Other parts - astonishingly BOre and

more - face mounting problems of over-production. The pattern of this development

is itself remarkable. The vast populations of China and India, despite all the

prophecies of doom, are now more than self-sufficient in food. Increasing reliance

on the enterprise of individuals and on the inc'entives of the market place has in

many cases provided the spur to growing efficienc-)'. By contrast, other countries,

some of them better endowed with natural resources, still fac~ ~~~ n~d to igport

food. And in some regiono natural resources are being threatened or destroyed by

over-exploitation while nearby, sometimes even in the same country, they are

underdeveloped and under-used.

If we are to resolve these contradictions, ensure a more balanced development

of the world economy and secure a rising standard of living for all our citizens,

we must create a wide~ understanding of tl.e reasons for success and failure.
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We must identify ways to exploit and yet preserve our resources more effectively.

We must train our people more imaginatively, deploy our collll1On technological

knowledge more skilfully. We must shape our institutions and sooieties so that the

natural foroes of economic ohange and growth are encouraged and not stifled. As
\

has been shown in Ethiopia, the united Nations can play a vital role in matching

resources to needs.

Sustainable economic growth is essential if we are to secure a reduotion in

the present crippling burden of debt in many oountries. Last year the world

eoonomy grew by 4.3 per cent, the fastest rate for six years. Many oountries have

aoted courageously in meeting the economio and social pressures of adjustment. We

have heard in this debate why it is neoessary for this difficult match of problems

to be handled sensitively. That is why there is a duty on us all, as we respond

through the international institutions on a oase-by-case basis, to take aooount of

the very real problems faced by debtor countries. We must try to oreate the stable

framework that will enable them to pursue their policies of adjustment. That is

the importanoe of the oontinuing need to reduce deficits in some of the

industrialized oountries.

Almost three years ago I had the privilege of presiding as Chairman of the

Interim Committee of the International Monetary Fund (]MP) over a substantial

increase in IMF quotas. Last year, at the Economic Summit in London, we were able

to encourage the introduotion of mUltiyear rescheduling agreements where

appropr iate. We need now to address ourselves to the level of resources available

to the World Bank. Britain would like to see early agreement in principle to a

general oapi tal increase for the World Bank and stands ready to play its part.

An urgent and continuing need is for us to support and strengthen the open

trading system. This is essential if we are to resist pro~ctionism a~d ensure that

I
I
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o~r trade contributes to the prosperity of all countries, particularly those in the

developing world. We welcome the fo~ thcoming meeting of the Contracting Parties to

the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) to discuss a new round of

negotiations. Without such a new round the forces of protectionism will gain in

strength. Time is running out.

We need not simply preser'le the open trading system but also see that it works

more openly and more widely. Open trading needs to be broadened to include the

service industries and the expanding economies of those countries that are'

increasing their industrial base. Greater stability in world currency markets is

essential. In particular, we need stability at rates that will prolllOte the

expansion of world trade rather than increase protectionist pressures. That is the

importance of the agreement reached in this ci ty only three days ago at the meeting

of Finance Ministers and central bankers of the major industrialized countries.

5ut the need to look ahead is not confined to economic issues. We need the

same approach in tackling the complex political and security issues that face us.

The Secretary-General has reminded us of the extent to which the fundamental

architecture of this Organization has been flawed by what he refers to as "the lack

of that unanimity of the permanent members which was to have been its main driVing

force". Nowhere is this more evident than in the division between East and West.

Perhaps the most important question facing this O~ganization during its fifth

decade is whether we shall be able to record pos! tive steps that will narrow this

crucial gap.

I believe we can. The last two years have seen a considerable increase in

contacts between East and West. I welcome that. Since becoming Foreign secretary

I have made a point of visiting everyone of the countries in Eastern Europe and

getting to know their leaders. In the same spirit we welcomed Mr. Gorbachev's
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important visit to Britain at the end of last year. The first meeting between

President Reagan and Hr. Gorbachev will take place this November. That will be an

important opportunity for seacching and substantive discussions which can lay the

foundation for greater mutual confidence between East and West. It should
\

demonstrate that the leaders of ~~e world1s largest Powers are serious in their

desire to overcome the difficalties between them.

But contact alone is not enough. The true foundations of understanding cannot

be laid in an atmosphere of mistrust. Mr. Gorbachev has said Rthere is no fatal

inevitability of conflict between the Soviet Union and the United StatesR• In that

he echoes President Reagan1s belief that Rthe Soviet leaders have much to gain from

joining the West in mutual arms reductions and expanding co-operation-. The Soviet

Union and its leaders need have no doubt about the sincerity of the Western

commitment. The people of Britain would like nothing better than a reduction in

tension and an increase in co-operation. The task for statesmanship must be to

transform coromon aspirations into the substance of agreement.

The world needs this most urgently in the field of arms control. We warmly

welcomed the resumption of the Geneva negotiation on nuclear and space arms between

the United States and the Soviet Union. We support their aim of preventing an arms

race in space and termina ting it on ear the

Our overriding objective must be to obtain security at the lowest level of

armaments. We do not believe that either side should strive for superiority. The

aim must be mutual balance, taking account of current developments. The outcome of

the process should enhance and not undermine deterrence. The negotiations must be

on the basis of compliance with existing obligations.

I
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These talks present a forum for hope, a chance for constructive negotiations,

and a po~ntial for real and verifiable progress. It is only at Geneva that pUblic

deolaratians oan be ~ansformed into agreements that are seriousiy intended.

Megaphone diplanacy leads only to a dialogue of the deaf. But a genuine wish to

serve the cause of peace will meet a swift response from our side.

Recently Hr. Gorbachev told the world that his country trusts the Uni ted

States no more than the latter trusts the Soviet Union. Mrs. Thatcher made much

the same point when she said that nei ther side looks at each other through

rose-tinted spectacles. Verification provides one of the essential elements in any

arms control agreement. In itself, it breeds the confidence essential to the

preservation of a regime of arms control. Equally, verification requires a measure

of confidence on both sides in the good faith of the other.

If that objective is to be achieved it is vital that countries comply with the

treaties and commitments which they have undertaken. Particularly important are

those treaties between the Uni ted ·Sta tes and the Soviet Union which govern

strategic relationships: the strategic arms limitation agreements and the Treaty

on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile System. These agreements form the

foundation for the present structure of mutual security.

Concern for international stability was of course a prime motivating force

behind the Non-Proliferation Treaty. For that reason, we were particularly pleased

with the successful outcome of the recent Review Conference and the substantive

final document agreed by consensus. We share fully the Conference's conviction

that the Treaty is essential to international peace and security. We support

unreservedly their determination to enhance its implementation and further

s treng then its au thority •
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There is no doubt that this result reflects the renewed commitment of the

international community to use the Non-Proliferation Treaty to prevent the further

spread of nuclear weaPOns. We call uPOn those who remain outside the Tteaty =

especially those with significant unsafeguarded nuclear facilities - to accede to

the Treaty as soon as possible and so help to protect the world against the

po tential hor ror s of nuclear war.

But equally we must not overlook the iJl!POrtance of the Non-Proliferation

Treaty in promoting the safe use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,

particularly in the developing world. We ~ave announced our intention to double,

between now and 1990, the funds we contribute to developing countries party to the

Treaty through the technical assistance projects administered by the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). By these actions we shall continue to demonstrate our

commitment to check uncontrolled nuclear proliferation.

It is right that we should concentrate our attention on the global issues that

threaten all nations' security. But in this world of close interdependence, more

specific regional issues also affect our interests. I think in partic~lar of

southern Africa, where the growing crisis in South Africa and the continuing

threats to her neighbours cause us grave concern.

We strongly condemn the incursion into Angolan sovereign territory by SOuth

African defence forces. We have joined with the rest of the security Council in

giving force to this condemnation. Such acts can only undermine the stability of

the region and damage efforts to achieve Namibian independence. South Africa

should be in no doubt of our determination that Namibia must be brought quickly to

independence in accordance with security Council resolution 435 (1978)J this

resolution remains the only internationally accepted basis for a Namibian

settlement.
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Southern Africa has seen major changes in recent years wi th the coming to

independence of Mozambique, Angola and Zimbabwe. It is essential that all the

countries of the region should be freed from the present tensions and allowed to

concentrate on building a peaceful and prosperous future in harmony with their

neighbours.

In South Africa itself we deeply deplore the failure of the South African

authorities to lift the state of emergency, the continuing ~epression of peaceful

protest, and the detention of citizens without trial. More fundamentally, we

reject the system of apartheid - which is so contrary to the values of the United

Nations Charter and which undermines much of real value in South Africa. We call

upon the South African Government urgently to move beyond mere words to actions

which are long overdue: to end apartheid, and to establish a system of government

acceptable to the people of SOuth Africa as a whole.

Britain is united with other countries in its determination to see fundamental

changes made. We have consistently brought pressure to bear on the SOuth African

Government to achieve this. We comply fully with the United Nations arms

embargoes. we do not collabora te wi th the Sou th Africane in the development of

their nuclear programme, civil or military. Our guidelines for the disposal of

North Sl~a oil exclude sales to South Africa. We operate controls on a wide range

of sensitive exports to South Africa. We fulfil our obligations to discourage

sporting contacts. We have fUlly applied the European code of conduct to British

companies operating in SOuth Africa to ensure that they contribute as effectively

as possible to the crucial changes we wish to promote.

Where we differ from some is not in our willingness to apply pressure but in

our judgement of the likely effectiveness of mandatory economic and trade

boycotts. I understand the passions that pronpt calls for such measures. But we
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are not persuaded that measures of this kind would achieve the aims of those who
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call for them. They Wl:.\'uld diminish rather than increase effective pressures on the

South African Government to introduce fundamental changes, and would bear most·

heavily on the weaker sections of the population and neighbouring countries. We

believe that all those with longstanding political, economic and diplomatic

contacts with SOuth Africa have a reflconsibility to use such links to promote

fundamental change.

In keeping with this approach, we have reached agreement with our European

partners on a number of measures which we believe will strengthen the forces for

change in South Africa. I have today announced our adoption of all the measures

agreed at Luxembourg on 10 september. These measures build on the recent visit of

my three Community colleagues whi~~ clearly demonstrated European concern. In

recent weeks there have been signs of movement by the South African Government.

These mUst now be translated into firm decisions to dismantle apartheid. To this

end there is now an urgent need for dialogue with genuine representatives of the

. Afr ican major i ty.

In the Middle East tension has too often flared into violent conflict. It is

a sad reflection that in no single year since the united Nations was founded has

this area been at peace. Nowhere are negotiated settlements more urgently needed.

In Lebanon there can be no peace until the communities there themselves work

together to rebuild their country free from outside interference. Israel must

withdraw all its forces from Lebanese territory as soon as possible. l.nd the

Lebanese themselves must put an end to the appalling cycle of violence in that

country. We condemn without reservation the kidn~pping of innocent hostages,

including the British United Nations official, Mr. Alac Collett. His kidnappers

should release him without delay.
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In the Gulf, we are all appalled by the tragic and wasteful conflict between

Iran and Iraq which has now lasted almost as long as the Second World War. We

deplore the use of chemical weapons. And we entreat both sides to refrain from

attacks on civilian targets - particularly those on merchant shipping in

international waters. An early initiative to end the war is desperately needed.

The Secretary-General's eight-point proposals offer the best way forward. We will

continue to give him our full support.

A solution of the Arab/Israel dispute has been a major goal of this

Organization almost from its foundation. That in itself testifies to the

exceptional difficulties in securing a balanced settlement. But I believe that

this year there are signs of readiness to seek peaceful solutions to the dispute.

I think in particular of the constructive moves by King Hussein of Jordan, for

~ ~ch Mrs. Thatcher has recently reaffirmed our active support. The world

communi~ must give firm backing to all those who eschew violence in favour of

patient diplomacy. That is the way towards a just and lasting peace based on the

principles long espoused by the United Nations.
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Only the parties directly concerned can negotiate such a peace. But if they

are to have the confidence to enter what are bound to be difficult and delicate

negQtiat!Qns. they will need strong encouragement a."1d support fra!!l the entire

international conmunity so fully represented here in the United Nations. This

Organiza tion is based on confidence in the power of diplomacy, negotia tion and

dialogue. My Government shares that faith. The vital necessity is for the process

of dialogue to get urgently under way in this area where for so long minds have

failed to meet.

I am conscious that it is only too easy for speakers addressing this Assembly

to call on other countries to put their house in order. I should therefore like to

turn to two issues where Britain is making a direct and positive contribution.

The tragic divide in Cyprus continues. The secretary-General has shown skill

and determination in seeking to bring the two parties together after the failure of

talks in January. We wish his current initiative every success, and hope that

President Kyprianou and Mr. Denktash will agree to meet as soon as possible. The

. British Goverrunent continues to do everything it can to assist the

Secretary-General. An agreement has been ta,ntalisingly close before. All the

parties have a responsibility to see that it does not evade us again.

Over the past year we have kept up our active search for ways to restore more

normal relations with Argentina. Since the conflict, we have removed financial

restrictions, and offered talks on a series of practical issues. On several

occasions we have pressed for the reciprocal lifting of restrictions on trade. In

the absence of an Argentine response we took yet another unilateral step last

July - to improve trading relations by lifting our ban on Argentine imports.

Argentina has failed to reciprocate.

We shall continue to look for ways of improving relations with Argentina. At

the same time we shall maintain our firm commitments to the people of the Falkland

Islands.
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By insisting that Britain must first COlB1llit itself to negotiations en

sovereignty before there can be discussion of any aspect of our bilateral

relations, Argentina has blocked progress. Ours is the more realistic approach to

the re-establishment of confidence between the peoples of the United Kingdom and

Argentina and the reduction of te'nsion in the South Atlantic.

There are many areas where mutually beneficial co-operation is possible, for

example, in the increasingly urgent task of conserving the South Atlantic

fisheries. Informal discussions in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations (FAO) have shown that an international effort will be required to

deal with this. We are ready to give our support to the FAO's constructive

initiative and hope that the Argent!nes will be equally prepared to work with the

Fl1.D.

This international approach to the conservation of fish stocks has been seen

to be effective in other contexts. We were encouraged, for example, by the

progress made at the recent meeting in Hobart of the Commission set up under the

Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.

Fisheries are only one aspect of the complex task of managing the resources of

the continent of Antarctica. This has been successfully achieved under the

Antarctic Treaty for a quarter of a century. The Treaty has preserved the

continent as a zone of peace, free from nuclear explosions and dumping,

militarization, or active territorial disputes. We firmly believe that an attempt

to apply a common herit4ge regime would upset this proven system, risk

destabilizing the region and jeopardize the present close international scientific

collaboration in Antarctica. We shall maintain our support for the Antarctic

Treaty system.

In Centra,1 America th'ere is widespread agreement on a number of objectives:

the need for greater stability, for economic progress and for the reinforcement of
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signal their support for the admirable effort of the secretary-General to achieve a

Afghanistan they are the oppressors. Why do they not honour their principles and

solution, by agreeing to withdraw their troops? Only this concr.ete action will

satisfy the demands of the world community and bring peace to Afghanistan.

Soviet efforts to subdue the Afghan people and to put pressure on Pakistan, where

Government about its support for the oppressed peoples of the world. Yet in

some 3 million Afghan exiles have found refuge. We hear much from the Soviet

international opinion. We give Ottr firm support to the efforts of the members of

international law. It jeopa~dizes regional stability. It flies in the face of

Viet Nam's illegal ~~cupation of Cambodia is a continuing affront to

The sixth year of Soviet occupation of Afghanistan has witnessed intensified

hope that these ~~V lead to a peaceful and lasting solution to the Korean problem,

Government to reach a political solution based unequivocally on the principles

and that the people of Korea may shortly be represented at this forum.

demonstration of our support for peace efforts.

the greatest posGible restraint on all sides. The planned meeting in Luxembourg

later this autuDl'l between the Foreign Ministers of the Ten, plUS Spain and

of cross-border subversion and interference. The present tense situation calls for

Portugal, the Central American States and the Contadora countries will be a further

MLG/gmr

strengthening of democracy and the limitation of arms; above all through the ending

deJW:)cracy. These objectives are clearly set forth in the Contadora docWllents.. The

Contadora process bas our firm support. The path to peace must lie through the

. he Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to persuade the Vietnamese

------------------~--------
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It is clear that in founding the United Nations our predecessors were as much

concerned to promote the interests of individuals as to further those of their

Governments. It is therefore particularly deplorable that 40 years later the

rights, liberties and well-being of so many individuals should be at risk: not

just from poverty, hunger and disease, but also from the policies and actions of

Governments.

We must all do everything we can to give force to our fine words about human

rights. I said in Helsinki last July that while the Final Act of the Conference on

Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) had lit a beacon, the future strength of

its light would depend entirely on the performance of the signatory states~

That holds good in the United Nations context as well. The United Nations

Commission on Human Rights and other united Nations organizations have a major role

to play in making the existing human rights instruments more effective. But to

achieve their targets they must have the full co-operation of the Member States.

The United Nations finds itself today deeply involved in threats to our

societies undreamed of by the founding fathers. The modern problem of drug abuse

continues to take on new and more horrifying forms. This is a vice that

particularly threatens our young people - and hence our future societies.. Britain

is increasing the resources devoted to the war against drugs and introducin~ new

measures designed to strip those involved in drug tr~fficking of their ill-gotten

rewards. Every Member State needs to take firm national action. But national

efforts are only a part of the solution. Effective international co-operation to

eradicate production, trafficking and the illegal harbouring of offenders is

urgently required. The Venezuelan initiative for a possible United Nations

convention is a useful start. But we must all make a sustained and united attack

on this vicious problem.
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Equall)' .ffecti9~ co-operation is. required 1f we are to halt the spread of

te~rori.... Every attack on an innocent individual, every hijacking and every bomb

i8 an attack Oft ua all.. Britain has taken steps to tighten cOduol of unacceptable

activities by ..Jlbet& of diplc:.rAtic missions.. In order to reduce the scope for

aircraft hijacking8 Britain has alS9 put forward specific proposals for extra

international action to take IlOre stringent security measures at airpor~ and in

civil aviation ope:-ationa.. Aa the secretary-General has pointed out, many of the

neceaaary international ag~eeaents are in place.. They need to be enforced. We

must all make it clear that ve vill not submit to blackmail, that we will not

tolerate terrorist acta and that we will not harbour terrorists.

A
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The agenda of international problems is long l!nd complicated. But if we are

to take the right measures, we need to have the right mechanisms. On the fortieth

anniversary of the united Nations, we should uhdoubtedly look again at the way in

which this Organization works: to learn from its failures and to build on its

successes.

There are many ways in which this Organization can be iJIIproved. We IIlUst get

better value for money throughout the united NaticoB system. tie must look for more

effective co-ordination. We mst prevent politi(;ization of the technical bodies.

We must try to streamline and make more relevant the work of th~ political organs.

Many sensible and practical suggestions have been made. I think in particular of

the recent proposals put forward by past Presidents of the Assembly on how this

body can be more effective. But we must act on them.

I have today concentrated on the challenges that still remain after the

efforts of 40 years and on the dangers of complacency and inaction. But I am

heartened by the evidence I see of a more practical and pragmatic approach to

co-operation between our peoples. The Gen~ral Assembly played a part with its

economic declaration of last year. This year's hu~n BUffering in Ethiopia has

prompted encouraging examples of inte~national co-operation: ~ritish and Soviet

aircraft worked side by side~ united Nations and volunta~y agencies pooled their

efforts.

Most strikin; of all was ta'ie wving i:eDpDfise of our young people. The Live

Aid concerts touched the hearts of millions of young men and women around the world.

Their reaction showed that idealism and energy can rise above the barriers

that divide us. It showed, too, the vigour of free societies, where individual

initiative can still set a standard for Governments to match and can remind us of

the real brotherhood of man.

I
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We who hold the respcnsiblity of political leadership have to show that we are

capable of rising to that challenge.

Hr. MALMIERCA PEOL! (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): Forty years

ago, on the ruins of Nazi fascislD and of the infamous and ignominious -New order-

that Hitler's hordes tried to impose on mankind, the peoples of the United .Nations

founded this Organization -determined to save succeeding generations fraa the

scourge of war-, to reaffirm their faith in the undyin~ values of Illan and mankind

and in the equal rights of nations large and small, to establish conditions under

which justice and equity could be maintained and -to promote social progress ar.d

better standards of life in larger freedom-.

NOW, four decades after that great Victory, as we gather once again to take

stock, the signs are cloudy in regard to the international situation.

With deep concern, we note the continued worsening of the world political and

economic situation owing to the persistence of serious crises and tensions in

international relations, to the obstacles set up against the peoples' legitimate

aspirations to emancipation and independent development without foreign

interference or intervention, to the spiralling growth of the arms race resulting

from the insane imperialist policy of seeking an impossible military supremacy so

as to decide the fate of the world from positions of strength, and to the atteq>ts

at extending this race to outer space.

Today more than eVer befOre, tile ti'ii:eat of iiuclear exterminaticn ~~i;h= en

mankind. The policies of imperialism are characterized by the use or threat of use

of force, intervention, destabilization, aggression, economic and political,

coercion, hegemony and oppression, while the crisis of the world capitalist Systelll,

which is growing ever deeper, brutally affects the developing countr ies and

endangers their independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, making

eecnem!e de~elcpment Virtually impossible for them.
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in the sombre panorama of the current international situation.

The economic crisis is becoming evident in the unceasingly Widening gap

between the developed and the developing countries, many of which cannot even meet

their PeOple's basic needs or essential development requirements.

Far from improving the terlllS of trade and overComing the unjust structures of

an obsolete international economic order, inequality is increasing, highlighting

the asymlletry in relations l'-etween the two groups of countries - an asymmetry which

leads to the ever grNlt.::'t enrichment of the capitalist countries at the expense of

the decapitalization and impoverishment of third-world nations.

The seriousness of the present situation and the consequences that would

result from a nuclear conflagration show - if proof is needed - that there is no

viable option for the survival of the human race other than the policy of peaceful

coexistence between states with different economic, social and political systems,

international detente and the settlement of conflicts through exclusively peaceful

llleans.

On addressing the difficult problems facing the international community today,

I should like, Sir, to express the satisfaction of the Cuban delegation over your

election as President of the General Assembly on this significant and delicate

occasion. I am sure that your recognized qualities as an experienced diplomat and

your long-standing ties with this organization will enable you to guide our labours

with wisdom towards the lofty goals we all seek to achieve. We assure you of our

delegation's support in carrying out your important tasks.

set on imposing their domination, the United states imperialists will stop at

nothing to attain a military superiority that will allow them to negotiate from

,
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positions of strength and nuclear blacknail. In its eagerness to militarize outer

space, the united States Government recently announced the beginning of

anti-satellite weapons tests as part of a programme that will require expenditures

of up to $95 billion by the year 2000.

United States illlperialism is prClllOting this new escalation in the arms race,

which includes nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction, ~ven though this

practice increases the risks of nuclear war and thus endangers the very-survival of

mankind.
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During the past 40 years, one united states Administration after another has

le:d tbe world frOM tn~ i:So-called coia war and the policy ot brinkmanship to the

policy of local wars waged against third-world countries, the provocative

installation of new weapons and missile systems aimed against the Soviet union and

other socialist countries, and the so-called star wars - if not to State terrorism

directed against revolutionary countries and peoples. They have even advanced the

absurd theory that it is possible to survive a nuclear strike, and have hinted that

a surprise attack could be successfully launched against the Soviet union. Their

arrogant language is filled with expressions such as ·surgical strikes" - to be

used against small countries like Nicaragua - ·covert operations" and "clean-up

operations," expressions that reveal the predatory, zoological nature of their

foreign policy.

Cuba condemns all attempts to militarize outer space - expecially the United

States Government's so-called strategic defence initiative - and expresses its

support for the Soviet Union's proposal concerning international co-operation in

the peaceful exploration of outer space in the context of the non-militarization of

outer space.

we welcome the holding of talks at the highest level between the Union of

soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America. The determination and

readiness of Soviet leaders to make whatever efforts are necessary to prevent a new

world conflagration, to avoid a nuclear holocaus~, to put an end 1:0 the a£'ms race

and to prevent it from spreading to outer space are quite eVident. We know of

their firm determination to struggle for international detente, and we place our

full trust in their Leninist peace poli~', which embraces the hopes and aspirations

of all the peoples of the wor ld •

"But", as President Fidel Castro said in this very Hall in 1979 "for our

countries, peace is indivisible· (A/34/PV.3l, p. 3-5). Thus, the search for peace

I
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is a cardinal objective of our peoples and ranks among our most im~tant concerns

during this session of the General Assembly.

Just as the avoidance of nuclear war is an irrenounceable historical

imperative, so too is the prevention of the use of an agreement banning the

~sibilityof nuclear war as an excuse for the proli~eration of imperialist wars

against those Asian, African or Latin-American countries seeking to exercise their

rights to self-determination and independence and attempting to build a new life

based on economic and political pluraiism, on a non-capitalist option of

development or on socialism.

As Comrade Fidel pointed out,

WThe time has therefore come for all of us to join in the task of drawing

entire peoples - hundreds of millions of huIlli'l'~ ~ings - out of the

backwardness, poverty, malnutrition, disease and illiteracy that keep them

from enjoying full human dignity and pride". (A/34/PV.3l, p. 53-SS)

Therefore, when we invoke the need to settle conflicts by pgaceful means, to

avoid a terrible and final war that would end human life as we know it, to promote

dialogue and understanding among all States, regardless of their social and

economic systems, and when we demand an end to the philosephy of plunder, so that

there may be an end to the philosophy of war, we should also demand that all

vestiges of colonialism be wiped off the face of the earth.

The situation of the third-world countries has dramatically woi:sened since tbe

beginning of this decade. Their foreign debt has multiplied, the terms of trade

betwen the developed capitalist countries and the developing countries continue to

be totally unjust and to constitute an abuse; credits are granted in unfair

conditions; markets have contracted owing to protectionist measures applied by

developed capitalist countries against our industrial products and raw materials;

and 1:ne influx of capital, both offical and pi: ivate, iow underdeveloped eounti: ies

\
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has been reduced - all of which contributes to the progressive deterioration of

their fragile economies.

The foreign debt of developing countries has already reached the impressive

figure of more than $900 billion. Latin America alone now owes $360 billion, more

than the total debt of all the third-world countries only six years ago. The total

debt of the African countries, which is over $160 billion, has a greater per capita

impact than Latin America's if, in addition to the lesser relative development of

those countries, we consider the serious damage caused by drought and hunger to a

large number of them.

The economic cris has overtaken and, in a way, has been thrust on the

economhs of the less-developed countries. We can say that we are dealing with a

process that had been in the offing for some time and the consequences of which are

more or less serious, depending on each country's economic resources and also on

the greater or lesser efficiency with which it has been able to defend itself

against the crisis or to try to overcome it.

The group of non-aligned countries, which convened in Luanda a few weeks ago

for the eighth ministerial meeting of the Movement, owe Western countries a total

of almost $590 billion. This means that we must pay over $60 billion for

debt-servicing this year alone. What could our peoples not do with such a sum of

money if it were used to stimulate industry and agricultural production, to

increase fooU production, health development and education?

The insurmountable problems-generated by the existence of this swollen debt do

not lie only in the difficulties which our countries face in paying the interest.

While it is true that receiVing credits to cover the servicing of the debt raises

the level of their indebtedness in a way that calls into question any possibility

of development, and therefore of eventually repaying the debt, the attempts that

some countries have made to honour their commitments - in unfair conditio.,s, as we

I I
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bave already seen, in which the dollar has been overvalued several times and high

interest rates prevail - have failed, owing to the serious deterioration in the

terms of trade and the resultant reduction in their export earnings for this period.

If we consider that the allocation of 20 per cent of export earnings to pay

the foreign debt, far from solving the debt, will increase it and is practically

untenable, what will happen when our countries must devote - 8.J many are already

doing - 57, 52, 45 or 36 per cent of dleir export earnings to this purpose? How

can the sharp drop in the standard of living of the major ii:y sectors of the

popul.ation be curbed? Have the deflationary measures prescribed-by the

International Monetary Fund managed to halt the desperation of the working classes,

the impoverishment of the middle classes, unemployment, the increase in consumer

prices, and the reduction of exports and domestic production in the developing

countries?

The daily papers in any Latin-American country bear witness to the contrary -

as has also been evident for some time now in the statistical yearbooks of the

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean.

What is true is that the capitalist countries' protectionist measures~

dumping; the overvaluation of the dollar; the persistence of unequal terms of

trade; high interest rates; and the current international monetary, financial and

economic trade system as a whole - all work to the detriment of the developing

countries, have prcmct0c a re~erse transfer of capita! t~ the developed capitalist

countries, and reinforce the dependence, underdevelopment and stagnation of the

countries of the so-called third world.*
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Cuba insists thet it is necessary to do away with the abysmal inequality that

separates our countries" from the developed countries. we must therefore str"uggle

to eradicate the pc:werty, hunger, sickness and illiteracy from which hundreds of

millions of human beings still suffer. we aspire to a new world order, based on

justice, equity and peace, to replace the unjust, unequal system which now

prevails, in which, as was proclaimed in the Havana Declaration of 1979 by the

Heads of State er Government of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countr ies f

·wealth is still concentrated in the hands of e few powers whose wasteful

economies are maintained by the exploitation of the labour as well as the

transfer and plunder of the natural and other resources of the peoples of

Africa, Asia, Latin America and ott-er regions of the world." (A/34/542,

Annex, Political Declaration, para. 7)

In proclaiming the unpayable and uncollectable nature of the developing

countries' foreign debt, we do not indulge in hyperbo.le, nor do we brandish

propagandistic slogans, as some capitalis-t leaders and certain elements of their

press claim. we base cur opinion on rigorous, scientific analysis that can be

clearly demonstrated with irrefutable facts - for example, in 1984 the flight of

Latin American capital to the developed capitalist countries, mainly the United

states; the de ter iora t ion in the terms of trade, provoked by an incr ease in the

pr ices of the industr ial goods and intermediate goods that we impor t anC: a drop in

the purchasing power of our export products; the artificial, arbitrary maintenance

of high interest rates; and the real increase in the debt and the interest on it,

due to the overvaluation of the dollar.

All of that led to the illegal plunder of more than $45 billion from our

America, as Fidel Castro pointed out in his well-known interview granted to the

Mexican daily newspaper Excelsior: 820 billion owing to the deter ioration in the

terms of exchange~ $10 billion owing to excessive interest, $10 billion owing to

I
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the flight of currency and - at a conservative estimate - SS billion (Mmg to the

overvaluation of the dollar. He also affirmed:

-Adding it all up, including what can be considered norJaal interest on the

debt .. in just one year the Latin American countries have turned over to the

rich .. developed world around $70 billioo .. of which $50 billion was in cash.

-That is why we feel that it is indispensable, decisive and urgent to

solve the problem of the debt. The cr isis is advancing and will continue to

do so. It is illusory to think it can be solved through palliatives .. debt

reschedUling and traditional formulas. We must get to the bottom of the

problems created by under-development .. which hinder our countries' development

and continue to widen the gap between the industrialized and the third world

countries. In addition to solving the problem of the def?t .. we must establish

the new international economic ordex: once and for all.-

That that is feasible is shown by the capitalist countries' experience .. as was

pointed out on 12 September by The Wall street .Journal .. which cannot be suspected

of having the slightest leftist proclivities. It said:

-To realize the folly of this course imposed by the IMF it is only necessary

to consider Western Europe in the aftermath of world War 11. Suppose that the

Marshall Plan had been organized by the commandantes now installed in the

IMF. Those weary and indebted nations would have been pressed to further

sacrifices. Instead of the aid that revived their economies .. benefited the

U.s. and helped stimulate the great post-war boom.. IMF measures of the sort

urged today would have meant a continuation of the horrors of war by other

means.-

The article added:

·Yet in contrast to that post-war boldness the approach espoused by the IMF

has led, since 1982, to a net capital inflow from the third to the first
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world. The only sector to which this can possibly be of advantage is the

banks, which will do anything rather than wr ite off their uncollectable loans,

since this would mean confessing to their shareholders that a large amount of

their assets are worthless."

The Wall Street Journal concluded:

"The only answer is to wr ita off the debt and begin again with productive

loans that are not merely roll-over servicing for debt, but that will

underwrite that desirable state of affairs: the net outflCM of the surplus

from the developed to the developing world."

In other words, as in the bank crisis of 1928, the Governments of the

capitalist states should assume the third world countries' debts to private banks

and stimulate a new flCM of resources for development, which could very well come

from a lCM percentage of their military expenditures. Ten per cent or, if the

interest remains high, 12 per cent of their military expenditure would suffice, and

those expenditures would still be.fabulously high and give cause for concern.

We hope that the United Nations, as an irreplaceable forum for examining and

helping to solve the main economic and political problems of our time, will make a

positive contribution to the solution of the thorny problems of the foreign debt,

together with the efforts that are already being made to convene an international

conference on monetary and financial resources for development.

In mentioning the dramatic situation presently faced by the underdeveloped

countries as a result of the capitalist economic crisis surrounding them and of the

unequal exchange holding them back, we cannot forget the tragedy nature has just

inflicted on one of them, a respected member of the United Nations community and ~

Latin American sister nation, Mexico. Mexicoos grief is shareu by all the people

of Cuba, who are linked to Mexico not only by geographical proximity anCl the fact

I
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them. It is regrettable that at such a time we heard from this rostrum in Latin

In conveying Cuba's condolences to the Government and people of Mexico, and

ideologies and ideas that might be .opposed on certain issues - is more urgent and

Today the unity of Latin America and the Caribbean - above and beyond

that they belong to Latin Am£trica and the Caribbean, but also by unbreakable bonds

necessary than ever before, in order to tackle the huge problems, overwhelming

to suspend servicing of the foreign debt so that Mexico might - with the integr ity

it has already shown - face up to the effects of the disaster now afflicting the

country. That would be a way of alleviating its terrible situation. Mexico needs

real and effective solidarity, not crunbs from the International Monetary Fund.

our readinElss to assist, President Fidel Castro urged Mexico's creditor countries

attempts to isolate them politically, and who have practised genuine

Amer iean words a repetition of the vile slanders and rotten arguments developed in

JP/ed

Washington, in an attempt to obscure the irrefutable signs and the only possible

solutions, put forward by those who have for alquarter of a century, with unique

firllD1ess and heroism, resisted blockade, military aggression, economic siege and

of M.story ana affection. we reiterate our sympathy for ana solidarity with MexiC()
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It is regrettable because we know those infamous suggestions are a product of

for their timid and compromised rebellion. It is regrettable because what is being

stridently presented as a drastic solution and a realistic way out will be

converted into tithing that will perpetuate dependence and bar the path to the only

worthy, moral, profound and true solution.

We will not allow ourselves to be drawn into dissension. we reaffirm the

commitment by presi~ent Fidel Castro that those who are attacked or harassed for

defending the rights of their peoples to reject - through whichever formula they

may choose - the misery that would be wrought upon them by demanding that they

repay their foreign debt will have Cuba's support. But we doubt that those who

pick their arguments from the arsenal of imperialism, those who repeat Yankee

slanders, will be able to make good their promises and hoist with firm hands the

colours they seek to uphold before world public opinion. Latin America's history

is replete with such outdat~d, prevaricating redeemers.

As the Foreign Ministers of the non-aligned c:ountr ies stated in the Luanda

Declaration a few weeks ago, Latin America and the Caribbean are one of the areas

of the world which have suffered most directly from acts of aggression by colonial

and imper ialist Pot7ers. The Ministers noted with deep concern that the situation

in Central America now constituted one of the main focal points of tension in the

international arena and that, notwithstanding repeated appeals by the Movement of

Non-Aligned Countr ies and the rest of the international community, as well as

efforts by the Contadora Group to find a negotiated solution, the situation in that

area was continuing to deteriorate as a result of the implementation of imperialist

policies of interference and intervention. This, together with t.he poverty and

oppression to which the region has been subjected throughout its history,

constitutes a real threat to international peace and security. In this regard,

I
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they observed that the danger of direct United states intervention in Nicaragua,

Cuba and other countries of the region had increased alarmingly.

The non-aligned countries were not mistaken when they described the situation

in our part of the world in such severe terms. Age-old hunger, lack of land, jobs,

schools&, hospitals and political rights, continued humiliation, and other abuses of

all kinds have filled the people 'fiith a hatred of tyrants and a longing for a

freedom that they do not yet enjoy. Those are the true roots of the social

revolution that the imperialists are trying to crush by establishing an enormous

military apparatus in the territories adjoining Nicaragua.

Bands of counter-revoluti~~ariescontinue to penetrate Nicaraguan territory

from Costa Rica and Honduras. They are trained, armed and financed and receive

logistical support from the United States Government; they eo~it abominable crimes

against farmers and other inhabitants of small settlements. During this period the

number of attacks, military actions and ob;er measures against the sovereignty,

indepfmdence, territorial integrity, stability and self-determination of Nicaragua

has increase-d.

Its air space and territorial waters are still being violated, and joint

military manOeuvtE1s of a purely intimidatory nature by united States, together with

those of other States in the region, are still going on, emphasiZing the threats of

surgical operations or selective bombardments against Sandino's homeland.

Since the creation of the Contadora Group in 1983, Cuba has expressed its

support for that Group's goals of searching for a peaceful, r; !gotiated solution for

the Central American conflict. Nicaragua has expressed its Willingness to sign 'Cbe

Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America, of 7 September 1984, which was

the re~mlt of long ~nd arduous discussions by the parties ooncerned. However, the

United States Government - whi.ch until then had been making hypocritical statements

in support of the efforts of the Latin American countries - mobilized its allies in
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the area to prevent the adoption of any formula that would proscribe military

interfe~ence in an area which it considers its backyard.

The situation is no less critical in El Salvador, where increased united

States military aid to the genocidal Government has resulted in a worsening of the

conflict and taken a toll of thousands of victims among the civilian population in

the territories controlled by the Salvadorian patriots. The revolutionary forces,

grouped in the Farabune> Mart! National Liberation Front and the Revolutionary

Democratic Front, have given convincing proof not only of their willingness but

also of their capacity to undertake a serious dialogue with the Government, without

any strings attached, in order to find a peaceful, negotiated solution in accord

with the aspirations of the Salvadorian people and the overwhelming majority of the

internati~nal community. That dialogue, which was unilaterally broken off by the

Government, should be resumed as soon as possible.

Cuba supports the Cantadora Group's genljine Latin-Amer ican initiative and

hails the backing it has received· from the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Peru

and uruguay. It calls on all interested States to speed up negotiations aimed at

achieving an Act acceptable to all the Central American States and demands that the

United states Government end all its military, economic and political acts of

aggression against the legitimate Government of Nicaragua.

No examination of the situation in Latin America and the Car ibbean would be

complete without mention of the criminal United States invasion of the tiny island

of Grenada which so brutally destroyed that sister country's aspirations to

national sovereignty and freedom, once more reducing it to the sad condition of a

semi-colony under the Yankee imperial boot, in defiance of decisions of this

Assembly. We express our deep aversion to the presence in this hall of those who

claiming to represent Grenada are thus staining the immortal principles of those
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who, together with the unfo1'gettab:ti! Maurice Bishop, once proclaimed the genuine

independence of that country.

Also in the Car ibbean, the people of Betanc::es, Rostos, Albizu C~s and

CQrretjer are still seeking r~cognition of their right to self-determination and

independen~, as was seen in the unit~}d Nations Special COIIDittee on deoolonization

some months ago. In reaffiraing the full applicability of resolution 1514 (XV) to

Puerto Rico, the COIIIIIittee expressed the international c::omunity's hope that the

Puerto Rican PeOple would be able freely to exercise their rights without outside

interference and that they would be able to determine their political status in

keeping with their Latin American and Caribbean identity. From this rostrum, we

once again reiterate cur lasting solidarity with the Puerto Rican people and its

ideals of freedom.

Together with the other Foreign Ministers .of non-aligned c::ountr ies who met in

Luanda, we reiterate the need to dt) tJWay with colonialism in all its forJrB and

manifestations in Latin America and the Caribbean and express our concern at the

fact that colonial Powers are using territories in the region as bases or Ports Q£

call for ships carrying nuclear weapons or for ster ing such weCiponry.

In this regard, we denounce the existence of imperialist military bases in

Puerto Rico, at Guantanamo, in the Malvinas Islands and in other parts of Latin

America, because they constitute a threat to our countries' security and Peace in

the region.
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we express our support for the legi timate expectations of the Panamanian

people and GoverlUlent that the 8greeaenta on the Panama Canal and on the neutrality

of that interoceanic waterway be strictly observed•

. We also firllly support the rigbt of the Argentine Republic to reestablisb its

sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands througb negotia tions wi th the Governaent of

the United Kingdom; with t;be participation and good offices of the

secretary-General of the United Nations, and we endorse Bolivia's legitiaate and

just clam to bave restored to ita direct, useful outlet to the Pacific Ocean,

vi th full sovereignty over such an area.

We trust that the est:4blisbment of democratic GoveruuDents in Argentina, Brasil

and Uruguay will represent a new stage in Latin America and deal a powerful blow to

the iDP8rialists' begemonistic pretentions in the region. Tbe broad avenues of

freedo= foreseen by President salvador Atlende will open up so~,er, rather than

l~tor, for his still unredeemed people, who are struggling courageously against

Pinochet's cruel tyranny. The people's steadfast determination to exercise their

sovereignty Without restrictions of any kind will be shared in Latin America.

Our Governmerat places partiCUlar importance on the situation prevailing in

southern Africa where the racist regime in Pretoria, a strategic ally of United

States t.perialism, illegally continues to occupy the Territory of Namibia ip

flagrant violation of resolutions of the united Nations, the Organization of

African Unl~l, the Non-Aligned Movement and other international forums.

Thanks to President Reagans ·constructive engagement" with Mr. Botha's

fascimts, SOuth Africa is persisting in its policy of bantustanization and the

exportation of apartheid, attempting to impose a puppet government on Namibia,

facilitating the pl~dering of that Territory by Yankee and other imperialist

transnational corporations and ruthlessly repressing the Namibian



patriots. Cuba hails the heroic Namibian combatants and reiterates its support for

that people's legitimate struggle, led by the SOuth West Africa People's

Organization (SWAPO), their sole legitimate representative.

The duplicity of the United States Government and its racist associates has
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become obvious, for, on the pretext of holding talks with the People's Republic of

Angola with a view to finding a solution for Namibia's independence and for the

situation in southern Africa, they have been playing for time 1n order. to shore-up

the apartheid regime in South Africa, to expand and strengthen their: control in

Namibia, to weaken and divide the front-line States and to intimidate other

independent neighbouring States.

This manoeuvre was revealed when, in spite of the steps taken by the

Government of the People's Republic of Angola in complia.nce with the Lusaka
~

Agreements and with the talks held at Cape Verde and LIJanda that were announced by

President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos in a letter addressed to the secretary-General of

the United Nations, the racist South Africa troops continued to occupy a part of

. Angolan territory. Both the United States and SOUth Africa continued fully to

support the counterrevolutionaries who are trying to deztabilize A~901ai and a

commando team of the racist special forces went into Cabinda to sabotage the oil

installations there, to paralyze the. country's economy, attributing the action to

the counterrevolutionary forces. This was done in order to intimidate the heroic

Angolan people, to prevent the holding of the Ministerial Meeting of the

non-aligned countries in the region and to make the world believe that the

revolutionary Government was approaching its end.

The facts are that the Angolan armed forces quickly and efficiently ~efeated

the South African aggressors and prevented them from oarrying out their criminal

plans in Cabinda, plans that would have taken hundreds of lives, including those of

the United States technicians working there for Gulf Oil. The bands of



UHITA traitors occur only in the Lisbon newspapers and the non-aligned Ministerial

counterrevolutionariee are being dealt heavy losses~ the so-called victories of the

Blf/21 A/49/PV.9,
88

(Nr. Malllierca Peoli. Cuba)

Meeting was held in Luanda in absolu te peace and quiet wi th the warm hospi taUty of

that courageous people.

The South African racists have once again shown their arrogance and contempt

for world public opinion.

More than 120 countries sent delegations to the Ministerial Meeting of the

Movaent of Non-Aligned Countries in Luanda. Angola. and over half of those

delegations were headed by Ministers. That constituted a powerful expression of

the Movem~nt's solidarity with the Angolan PeOple in their struggle in defence of

their independence. sovereignty and territorial integrity. In the course of the

ten years that have passed since Angola achieved its independence it has repulsed

continual acts of aggression by the racist Pretoria regime.

The first decision adopted at the Ministerial Meeting at Luanda was to send a

warm message of solidari~ to Nelson Mandela in his apartheid prison. South Africa

responded in its customary style. with a new attack on Angola. On 16 september

South African troops invaded Angolan territory and the South African air forces

pene tra ted deep into Angola' s a ir space in order to attack the uni ts of the Angolan

arlled forces that were pursuing fleeing UNITAR bands in Havinga in Cuando-Cubango

Province.

The Pretoria racists place no limi ts on their actions and do not hesitate to

violate even the most elementary norms of international law in their vain attempts

to save their servants in the tTdITA counterrevolutionary bands from inexorable

defeat. The security Council must denounce South Africa for this flagrant new

evidence of its attitude. which violates the principles enshrined in the United

Ha tionB Char ter •
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It is therefore iIlperative for us to continue to support the struggle of the

Naaibian people by all possible _ans until final Victory is won. In this regard

Cuba supports the convening of a special session of the General Assembly on th~

question of Namibia in 1986 and the holding of an international consultative

conference on this question in Western Europe during the course of that same year.

It also supports the iJlPOsition of mandatory couprehensive sanctions against South

Africa in conformity with Chapter VII of the Charter of the united Nations if

Pretoria refuses to comply with Securi~ Council resolution 435 (1978)" and other

security CouncU resolutions on Naaibia.

Because of its policies and practices the racist Pretoria regime is th f! main

cause of the violence and instability in southern Africa. Its brutal acts of

oppression, repression and discrimination against the black population have

recently been stepped up wi th the arbi trary detention, arrest and imprisonment of

opponents of the apartheid regime and the imposition of a state of emergency, all

of which reached alarming proportions with a brutal massacre of the defenceless

. population, inclUding children.

There is no doubt that this hideous system of discrimination and exploitation

practiced by the fascist white ainority against the overwhelming majority of the

South African people is possible only because of the unlimited support giver. it by

the United States Government and the aid given it by other western countries and

Israel.

The growing movement against apartheid in western Europe, North America,

Australasia and other parts of the world reveals the worldwide opposi tion to this

monstrous system, which the united Nations has described as a crime against

mankind, and there is a growing demand that economic, financial, military,

political and diplomatic support for the Pretoria regime be ended.
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In concert wit:t all progressive .en and wc:aen we call for the ilIJIediate cUtd

unconditional release of Nelson Handela, Zephania, Mothopeng and all the other

I
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patriots and political prisoners who are 1:onfined in SOuth African prisons; we also

eaU for respect fer the prisoner-of-war status of ail freedom fighters who have

been captured, in conforaity with the 1949 Genev~ Convention and of Article 44 of

Protocol I annexed to that Convention. The application of aandatory cOlI¥?rehensive

sanctions against the racist Pretoria regime will help to speed the downfall of the

iniquitous systea of oppression, exploitation and discrimination that, to the shame

of their leaders, the racists and their iRaperialist allies maintain in the southern

cone of Africa.
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It is necessary that the Security Council adopt them as soon as possible. Cuba

reiterates its militant aupport for the South Afr ican coHbatants in the heroic

Umkhonto we Sizwe, the armed branch of the African National Congress, the sole.

legitimate representative of the south African people.

We support the Sahraoui people's legitimate cause and their right to

self-determination and independence in conformity with the resolutions of the

United Nations, the Organization of African unity and the Movement of Non-Aligned

Countries.

In the year of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of

resolution 1514 (XV), the Magna Carta of decolonization, we insist on the

restitution of Madagascar's sovereignty over the islands of Europa, Juan de Nova,

Glorieuses and Bassas da India. We affirm our solidarity with the Comorians in

their aspiration to recover the island of Mayotte and with Mauritius in its

struggle to recover Diego Garcia. We support the cause of the abolition of

colonialism in Africa, Asia and Latin America before the efid of this century in

conformity with the purposes and principles of the Declaration on the Granting of

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Charter of the united

Nations. And we call on all Member States of the united Nations to redouble their

efforts to fulfil this sacred mandate of the peoplas as soon as possible.

The situation in the Middle East continues to deteriorate as a result of

Israel's aggressvTe and expansionist policies in the region, in which it has the

support and complicity of the imperialist Qnited states Government.

As has been said QOuntless times, the question of Palestine lies at the heart

of the crisis in the Middle East and the Arab-Israeli conflict. Since they are

inextricably linked, no parti&l or isolated solution can 10ad to just,

comprehensive, lasting peace in the region. such peace can be based only on the



RH/22 A/40/PV.9
92

·.

(Mr. Ma1mierca Peo1i, Cuba)

total, unconditional withdrawal of Israeli troops from all the occupied Palestinian

and other Arab territories, including Jerusalem and on recognition of the

Palestinian people's inalienable rights, including the right to return to their

homeland and their homes", the right to self-determination without outside

interference and the right to establish their own independent, sovereign State in

Palestine.

Cuba reiterates its solidarity with the Palestini~n people's cause and calls

for the prompt holding of an international conference on peace in the Middle East

unde~ the auspices of the United Nations and with the participation of all

interested parties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, the sole

legitimate representative of that people which has suffered for so long.

We call for the complete and unconditional withdrawal of Israeli troops from

southern Lebanon and the re-establishment of the Lebanese people's national

sovereignty over their territory up to its internationally recognized borders.

We condemn United states imperialism's strategic alliance with expansionist,

exclusivist zionism against the Arab and African countries, in connivance with

South Africa's racist regime, and especially the nuclear collaboration ~2twsen

south Africa mtd Israel, which endangers international peace and security.

The situation in the Republic of Cyprus continues to be a cause of concern to

the international coMrrlunity. We deplore the Turkish Cypriot leadership's

unilateral declaration of independence of 15 November 1983. We consider it to bo

legally null and void. We believe that serious negotiations between the ~wo

communiti~s and the good offices of the Secretary-General are necessary to arrive

at a just and viable solution of the Cypriot question that ensures for the Cypriot

people independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-aligned status.
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As in the past, we are in favour of increasing the efforts of the united

Nations and the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to put an end to the fratricidal

war between Iran and Iraq, which has already taken a heavy toll in human lives and

property.

In South-East Asia, threats and acts of aggression continue against the·

Indo-Chinese countries, for which we reaffirm our support. We ·endorse the

successes of the People's Republic of Kampuchea in its struggle to do away with the

remnants of Pol Pot's savagery and to build a new life. We wish to make known our

disagreement with the presence in the United Nations of the executioners of the

Kampuchean people, who are basely linked to the Yankee imperialists, who put

Len Nol in power and attacked the Kampuchean people. They are usurping the seat of

the People's Republic.

With regard to South-West Asia, we favour seeking a solution on the basis of

the consultations being promoted by the Secretary-General of the united Nations,

with full respect for the political, economic and social options of each of the

peoples of the region and for their independence, sovereignty, territorial

integrity and non-aligned status.

We hail the efforts of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to achieve

the peaceful reunification of Korea, free of all foreign interference, by means of

dialogue and consultations between the north and the south in accordance with the

principles of independence, peaceful reunification and national unity, as expressed

in the Joint Declaration of 4 June 1972. The peaceful reunification of Korea must

inevitably be supplemented by the withdrawal of the united States troops occupying

the southern part of the peninsula.

In advocating the continuance of such efforts we feel compelled to express our

concern at the fact that the forthcoming Olympic Games have been scheduled to be

held in only one part of Korea, the south. This reflects a deplorable political
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third world, the international community adopted in 1960 the Declaration on the

The task is not yet completed of course, as the cases of South Africa, the
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the spirit of the Olympic Games and the aspirations to brotherhood and friendship

and the use of force has been abolished except in the service of common interests,

During those 40 years, however, old colonial empires have disappeared; people~

two parts of the country.

Ever since its founding on 24 October 1945, the United Nations has played a

in Asia and Africa that used to be oppressed have won their national liberation

over two thirds of mankind have been freed from the exploitation of man by man.

world we wish to build, a world in which weapons have been turned into ploughshares

and south, so as to eafeguard the Olympic movement and to make a positive

favour of the Olympic Games b'eing held throughout t.'le Korean peninsula, both north

among peoples and mutual understa..'lding embodied in the Olympic ideal. We are in

decision on the part of those who direct the Olympic movement and is contrary to

contribution to the ~aceful reunification of and mutual understanding between the

Furthermore, at the initiative of the Soviet Union and with the support of the

RB/22

Malvinas Islands, the colonial situation of Namibia, the islands in the South

Organization, together with the struggling peoples of those territories, to speed

the hour of their final liberation.

struggles and attained independence; the socialist camp has been established and

Caribbean, have freed themselves from the colonial yoke.

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. Since then, dozens of

third-world peoples hnd territories, some of them in Latin America and ~~e

vital role in international relations. The aims and Objectiv~s expressed in its

Charter are as relevant, powerful and significant today as they ever were. The

Pacific, Puerto Rico and other Caribbean territories bear witness. It is for this
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the world and from the existence of a small number of imperialist States which

In spite of its limitations, the Security Council is a useful instrum~\t for

Throughout these four decades the United Nations system has been strengthened

limitations, it must be admitted, stem from the correlation of forces th~oughout

international economic order are historic documents whose implementation would

RH/22

the problems of economic development and international' economic relations. If

process of decolonization. Such agencies as the United Nations Educational,

development and to understanding among the peoples.

Nations Fund for Population Activities, the world Food Council and the united

there have not been greater achievements, that is due not to !,-ny fault on the part

of the Organization but to the lack of political will on the part of some western

achievements in several fields of international relations and especially in the

radically modify international relations.

watching over the preservation of international peace and security. Those

countries. The Declaration and Programme of Action on the establishment of a new

refuse to give up their privileges, spheres of influence and hegemonist ambitions.

Nations Environm~t Programme have made valuable contr ibutions to our countr ies'

and extended. Its specialized agencies have been responsible for important

Scientific ~nd Cultural Organization, the united Nations Children's Fund, the

united Nations Development Programme, the world Health Organization, the united
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The abuse of tb&::' rule of unanimity - the veto - has prevented the imposition

of sanctions again~t Iarael and South Africa for their acts of aggression dgainst

independent Arab and African countries, respectively, and for South Africa's

refusal to abide by the United Nations resolutions on Namibia and the policies and

practice of apartheid.

Nevertheless,' the fact remi.ns that the United Nations has managed to prevent

the outbreak of another world war, gnd this, in itself, has been a major

oontr ibution to the cause of peace.

In expressing its full support for all efforts to strengthen and extend the

united Nations system and to reinforce its role in solving the main problems with

which mankind is faced in the fields of economies, health, education g science,

culture, information and communications, and in preserving international peace and

secur ity, Cuba denounces the policies of pressnre and blackmail that have been

applied against the united Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) and other specialized agenciesi these constitute an attack on

multilateralism and on the united Nations system itself.

The campaigns which have been waged against our Organization in the united

States and in other western countr ies are not aimed at making healthy or even

necessary criticism in order to increase the efficiency and the results or

productivity of the systemi rather, they seek to undermine and destroy it because

it is a forum in which contemporary problems can be taken up and solved. We are

and always will be opposed to any attempt to reduce, weigh down or prevent the

important work of the United Nations and its specialized agencies in their

different fi~lds.

We feel that one of the most outstanding achievements of the last few years

has been the adoption of the Convention on the Law of the Sea, signed by 159

countries and ratified by 21 to date. In this regard, the position of the united
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States Government - which refused to sign it - and its decision to grant licenses

to private corporations to engage in prospecting activities in parts of the Zone,

in violation of General Assembly resolution 2749 (XXV) and of article 137 of the

Con~'ontion, should be Vigorously condemned by the international cOJ1l1'lUnity.

We are'in favour of the establishment of the new international information and

coJm1unications order as an invaluable contr !bution to the cause of decolonization

in this vital area of relations among peoples; we are also in favour of scientific

education and the free and thorough education of the human person. The peoples'

basic rights inclUde the right to self-determination, development, work and an

independent life.

Sports are also a right of the people:~ and it is high time for them to be

practised by all, on an equal footing, without hierarchies or small groups deciding

on where sports events shall be held and wh~ will participate in them, without

consulting the people. We believe that the United Nations is the appropriate

Organization for promoting sports, since its universal nature makes it the

depository par excellence of the high ideals of the Olympic Games.

The Cuban ~~ople, which has been constructing socialism 90 miles from the

strongest imperialist P("Wer for the last 26 years and has managed to withstand

every blow with firmness and heroism and victor iously to defena its independence

and national sovereignty, is still ready to set aside its tools and take up weapons

with whici. to defend itself and to defeat whoever attempts to conquer its territory.

On reiterating our support for the United Nations on the fortieth anniversary

of its founding, we also reiterate our faith in justice, freedom, independence,

development and equality for aU people!;. As Jose Marti said, "Man is more than

race, more than white or black." The C6an Revolution is for this universal man;

for mankind without exploited or exploiters; and for peace for all States, both

b:xge and small.
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Today, to this august assembly, we reiterate our firm commitment to struggle

tirelessly, alongside the united Nations, for the construction of a better world.

Hr. van den BROEK (Netherlands): A few days ago a r~ember state was

plunged in sorrow by a major natural disaster. As the citizens of Mexico are

Jll(Jurning their dead our thoughts are with the bereaved families. Allow me to.
extend on behalf of the people of the Netherlands to the people of Mexico my deep

sympathy at this tragic event.

The fortieth anniversary of this Organization, which we are to celebrate in a

month's time, promises to be very busy and difficult for those responsible for the

proper and orderly conduct of business. We are therefore particularly happy th~t a

distinguished diplomat and an old hand at United Nations affairs will preside over

our meetings" And he has represented in New York until recently a country which

will shortly join us in our endeavours to build a new Europe.

At an anniversary session like this, one is tempted to draw up a balance-sheet

of past successes and failures of. our organization. In this connection I was

reminded ofa conversation not too long ago between a French intellectual and a

Chinese philosopher. The Frenchman asked what he thought of the French

revolution. The philosopher replied that he was not certain whether sufficient

time had passed since then and that he therefore preferred not to jump to

conclusions. To mat of us this may seem excessively cautious. We can, however,

draw some hop-s from this observation. When we look back on 40 years of the United

Nations, we see a picture of both successes and failures, of progress and lost

opportunities.

When we embarked upon this enterprise 40 years ago the immediate past was

almost too horr ible to cClltemplate. Consequently there seemed much to look forward

to. With the chaos and destruction of the Second World War behind us progress
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seemed somehow inevitable. The Charter of the united Nations bears witness to that

mod. Prom now on nations would walk hand in hand. It was not to be.

Soon it became apparent that the Charter's system of collective security had

beoome frequently paralysed, and it is sad to note that 40 years later this

Organizatioh has still to live up to i tu promise Bto save succeeding generations

from the scourge of warB• The situatiol'! in Afghanistan is a case in point.

Moreover, we seem to get confused by the growing nWllber of world-wide problems

that stUbbornly resist solution. As Cl result, international institutions are

quietly but irresistibly eroded by a i?roce~ of sla-motion diaintegl'aU.on. Oui:

Secretary-General did not relent fro. expz:essi,~.g in his annual reports his anxiety

at the present trends, at the erosion of the authority and status of world and

regional institutions and at the crisis in the multilateral appE'oac:h to

;~ternational affairs.

As for this Organization, I continue to believe that it has the capacity and

the resilience to do better than its predecessor, the League of Nations, which

gradually receded to the background while history !:an its disastrous course. This

Organization is better equipped to solve many of the major problems besetting the

world than the League of Nations ever was. Surely, the crisis in the JllJltilateral

approach to international relations is not so much one of method as of will, the

will to resort to the methods at our disposal and to use them properly.
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I subait that I am not the only one who would wish the number of Gene~al

A~sembly resolutions to be radically reduced, if only because their currency is

heavily devaluated by inflation. Secondly, there is a clear need for restoring the

process of real negotiations before draft tesolutions are put to a vote. What·

matters is obviously not to win a majority somehow, in many cases all too easily,

but to gather the support of those Member States that ift practice bear the

responsibility in a certain situation or have the means to carry out General

Aese~ly reco_endations. Thirdly, and in the same vein, we should not seek

short-term advantages for political expediency but, on the contrary, we sh~~ld aim

at long-term progress in creating a more humane and peaceful world. Finally, once

a truly negotiated decision has been taken, we should not step aside as if the

sUbject matter were settled by the adoption of a resolut ionJ instead we should

reali~e that words hold true only if translated into action.

A disturbing gap between oratory and practical results is to be found in the

field of arms control and disarmamentJ for, whatever successes the United Nations

may claim to have achieved in its 40 years of existence, it is a saddening truth

that we, its Members, have failed so far to build a collective framework for the

maintenance of international peace and security. If the present state of the world

shows signs of incoherence and disintegration, this is certainly one of its root

causes. The dream of peace is as vivid as when the united Nations was founded, but

our peoples are at the same time anxiously aware that the level of armaments has

reached a point higher than ever before.

Easy solutions are not at hand, but a~ least we should avoid developments

running out of control and try to abide by the agreements reached so far. The
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Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is certainly not the end of the

debate on nuclear disarmament but it is an essential instrument in the security

interest of all of us. The objective of nuclear disarmament, already IIOst

difficult to achieve, would be rather beyond reach if the number of nuclear Powers
\

were to increase. It was, therefore, encouraging that the parties to the Treaty on

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons demonstrated, at their recently concluded

Review Conference in Geneva, their continuing support for the Treaty. By adopting

a final declaration by consensus, despite a wide range of differing views on

disarmament, they have strengthened that Treaty's credibility and vitality.

It goes without saying that the Soviet Union and the United States carry

primary responsibility for curtailing the nuclear arms race.. Equally it goes

without saying that the peoples of the world look forward with expecta.tion to the

forthcoming meeting between the leaders of those two Powers. OUr hope is that it

may produce a new stimulus to the arms control negotiations at present under way in

Geneva and that it will lead to an intensified dialogue on effective agreements

aimed at preventing an arllS race in space and terminating it on earth, at liaiting

and reducing nuclear arms and at strengthening strategic stability.

Substantial reductions and preferably complete elimination of land-based

intermediate-range missiles are of specific relevance to the Netherlands. on this

matter my Government has taken a position of utmost restraint. In June 1984 we

made a strong appeal to the Soviet Union to reverse the trend of the

ever-increasing build-up of SS-20 missiles, in which case we would be prepared to

forgo deployment of intermediate-range nuclear missiles on our territory.

Unfortunately, our participation in deployment of intermediate-range nuclear

missiles now seems to have become inevitable, since that appeal to the Soviet Union
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ha reaained unheeded. Nevertheless, for our part, together with our allies, we

shall not cease to contribute to constructive and iJlaginative thinking on how an

equitable, balanced and verifiable agreeaent can be attained in Geneva on this

category of weapons.

1'01' years now. the prohibition of che.tcal weapons has headed the agenda of the

Geneva Conference on Disaraa.ent. In an unprecedented gesture the COnference has

decided to extend its informal consultations on the subject while this Assembly is

in session. The urgency of a comprehensive agreement is all the more apparent in

view of recent violations of the Geneva Protocol banning the use of such weapons

and the proBP,eCt that a gr~ing nusber of countries might consider acquisition of

chealcal aeans of warfare.

One of the most successful endeavours of the United Nations in the field of

international peace and security are its peace-:-keeping operations aDd observer

.issions in a number of conflict areas. On the whole these operations have proved

to be a useful instrument of de-escalation and conflict control. We have learned

frOll experience that these peace-keeping forces can hope to play a useful role only

if they can count on the co-operation of the parties to a particular conflict.

That is both their strength and their weakness. It is not the objective of a

peace=kGepin; force to solve the probleP that lead to a conflict. What they can

do, however, is create a favourable climate, without which diplomatic efforts to

solve the underlying dispute cannot hope to achieve much. Without a framework of

peacee-making by political means a peace-keeping force can by itself do little or

nothing to rectify the situation.

It is precisely with that in .ind that I should like to draw this Assembly's

attention to the situation of the united Nations Interim Force in L~banon

(UNIPIL). It operates in a political vacuum created by the inability of the

parties involved to reach agreement on security arrangements
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in the area and to CC8e to am understanding of the role of the Force 1n southern

Lebanon. Regrettably, the withdrawal of the Israeli forces frOll Lebanon has so far

not led to a situation in which UNIPIL can fulfil a role more in keeping with· its

mandate. AS a consequence both of the precarious situation prevailing 1n Lebanon

and of Israel's insistence on the preservation of a security zone beyond its own

border, UNIPIL's main concern now seems to be to protect its own personnel.

However unsatisfactory as the present state of affai~s Jlay be, ay Govermaent

continues to be grateful to the Secretary-General and his staff for their

unrelenting efforts to redress the situation. Should success continve to elude

them, however, it is to be feared that UNIPIL's position will become rapidly

untenable.

The Secretary-General in his recent report has made the wise observation that

the United Nations cannot - and was not intended to - solve all the problems of the

international CODDunity but that it is the best place to avoid the worst and to

strive for improvement. For this reason, I would like to add, this Organization

deserves all the political support its Members can givee I have already mentioned

its peace-keeping efforts.

Another fiela in which we should muster our forces relates to the plagull of

terrorism and hijacking. This form of anarchy can be combatted only in conditions

of international solidarity and mutu~l co-operation.
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Whatever motives might lead to terrorist behaviour I it remains an offence

against every norm of civilization to take hostage innocent persons, let alone' to

kill them almost wantonly. I would join the appeal to those countries not yet

parties to the Conventions adopted under the auspices of the International Civil

Aviation organization (ICAO) on aviation security and to the International

Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, adopted by the General Assembly, to do

so speedily. Likewise, I urge all parties to these Conventions to implement them

scrupulously under all circumstances.

International co-operation in the economic and social fields has been an

essential task of the united Nations in pursuit of the purposes and principles of

the Charter for a better world. Over the last four decades the United Nations,

with its system of specialized agencies, has made an important contribution. For

millions of people, particularly in developing countries, the United Nations has

been synonymous with change and with hope for the future. In the areas of

international co-operation for development, environment~ population and, most

recently, the status of women, this Organization, through a variety of activities,

has earned its place in history. The Netherlands is proud to have been closely

associated with these activities and will continue to be associated wi~ them in

the years ahead.

The world economy today is characterized by complex inter~elationships of

financial, moneta~y and trade issues which - as the Secretary-General has pointed

out in his ann~l report - "are of such profound political and social importance

that they can only be dealt with effectively as part of a wider political process"

(A/40fl, p. 9). In this respe~t the United Nations offers a universal and unique

forum for discussion and study that cuts across traditional sectoral boundaries.

Co-ordinating efforts, such as the recent examples of addressing the emergencies on

I
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the African continent, have shown that, given the will of all concerned, the united

Nations can make an important contribution.

The united Nations has been instrumental in formulating objectives and targets

for de~elopment co-operation. These continue tq play a vital role in our

determination of priorities. Only last week the Netherlands Government reaffirned

its own effort, amounting to 1.5 per cent of our net nation~l income for

developnent co-operation purposes. I would like to join those wh,o appeal to other

industrialized countries to bring their development effort in line with the

internationally agreed target of 1 per cent.

International solidarity is also the sole answer to the world-wide problem of

refugees. We note with considerable concern the unprecedented increase in the

number of refugees and othe~ displaced persons over the past sevet>al years. In

many regions the vicious circle of armed conflict, violations of human rights and

social disintegration leads to a disruption of the fabric of society. As a

coosequence, people are uprooted and this in turn leads to more flows of refugees.

At present the High Commissioner faces the challenge of finding durable solutions

to an ever-growing refugee problem, a problem compounded by the emergency situation

in Africa. Now, as at the time when this high office was created, my Government

will continue to lend its active support to the promotion of international

co-operation with a view to prOl7iding mater ial assistance wher~-,·.,·J; such assistance

is required. We will also continue to support the High Commissioner in his efforts

to integrate assistance projects for refugees in united Nations development

projects.

According to his mandate it is the High Commissioner's first duty to give

international protection to refugees. OVer the years it has become ~,creasingly

difficult to carry out this delicate task. The continued occurrence of threats and
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violations of the safety of those who seek asylum and refugees, including armed

. attack against refugee camps and settlements, is particularly di.squieting.

The disorder and confusion we often see in relations between states we can

find many times repeated on the level of relations between Governments and subjects

and between individual people. As the Charter of the united Nations should provide

the framework for orderly international relations, so the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights and the Covenants and Conventions that grew out of it provide an

international code for how the State must treat individuals.

We are all aware of the widely differ ing views on human t:ights which find

expression in these halls. It is therefore all the more encouraging that at times

w~ are able to add meaningful agreements to the already existing ones governing

relations between Governments and individuals. We, for our part, shall continue to

exploit whatever opportunity may present itself to further the cause of human

rights.

This jubilee session of the General Assembly is a fitting occasion to add to

the body of international human tights law. It is hoped that the Sixth Committee

will draw inspiration from the speedy work of laat year's session concerning the

Convention on torture and finish its work on the draft body of principles for the

protection of all persons under any form of detention or impr isonment. One of the

functions of this instrument will be to provide further protection against the evil

of torture.

In recent years we have seen once again how closely intertwined are the

concept and practice of pluralistic democracy and respect for human rights.

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion, freedom of opinion an" expression and

other fundamental human rights are prerequisites for meaningful popular

participation in all aspects of social life. A recent example is the return of
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that document.

ago in Helsinki at the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the signature of
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However, the struggle for democracy renains a difficult one. In too many

reforms aimed at the abolition of apartheid.

itself and from the international community, the South African Government has so

far remained unwi.lling to initiate a national dialogue and to implement basic

resort to the proclamation of a state of emergency in large parts of the country.

The denial of basic human rights to the major ity 'of the population of SDuth

up for their rights? Yet these practices occur in many states which have solemnly

committed themselves to respect those rights. Sad as thi~, may be, we should insist

leaders, the test of frel'o! and meaningful elections seems a thlng too dangerous to

contemplate. For how els~ could one explain the open and veiled threats, coercion,

(!!!. van den Broek, Netherlands)

several Latin American countries to pluralistic democracy, a development which ~ent

hand in hand with the restoration of respect for hWiian rights and fundamental

harassment, imprisonment and w'orse which befall those who have the courage to stand

Despite legitimate demands for change in the past both from within South Africa

on the full implementation of these co~nitments, as the signatori~s of the Final

Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe did only two months

AMH/25

Africa, aggravated by a constitutional system of racial discrimination, has brought

that country to' the brink of disintegration and chaos. Its Government had to

states totalitarian or authoritarian government continues to be the rule. To' many



While this session is a kind of milestone on a road that started in 1945 it is

measut'es, supported. by as many countries as possible. For that reason my

Organization, to wit its universality. We have a duty to admit into our ranks

(Mr. van den Broek, Netherlands)
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the united Nations, were to undermine the Charter. We all, nations large and

Republic of Korea. We also have to respect the rules of the Charter if voices are

The very future of our Organization would be put in jeopar~y if we, the Member~ of

It is peaceful change in South Africa that we are striving for. We do not

those countries that are willing to accept the Charter's obligations, like the

give all support to the forces in South Africa working for a non-racial and

measures. While exerting pressure on the South African Government we need also to

fitting to remind ourselves of one of the concepts fundamental to this

peaceful society. Even at this late hour we must not lose hope that at the end

raised to expel one of the present Members or to curtail its rights of membership.

significant progress in harmonizing their attitudes on a number of restrictive

reason and humanity will prevail.

total isolation of South Africa, as often advocated, will in ~y view only

want to promote civil strife nor do we condone violence, from whatever quarter. A

Government remains in favour of action by the Security Council. For their part the

counterproductive. ~~at we do need is a gradual build-Up of pressure by selective

bad apartheid. The system should be abolished in its totality.

strengthen the hand of the champions of apartheid and thus tend to be

Ten members of the European Community, together with Spain and Portugal, have made

components of the apartheid system, but there can be no such thing as a good and a

JSM/gmr

based national dialogue. In our view a set of confidence-building measures by the

south African Government is essential to promote the possibilities for that

In our view, tht' only hope for peaceful change in south Africa 13 such a broadly

:national dialogue. we note that certain steps have been taken to dissolve some
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thirty-ninth session.

before this Assembly.

(Mr. van den Broek, Netherlands)
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We stand on the threshhold of the celebration of the fortieth anniversary of

Mr. GUTIERREZ (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish): It is with

Similarly, I wish to express my delegation's thanks to his illustrious

the united Nations. In a month the United Nations will have been active for four

our people and Government are deeply moved by the tragedy which has befallen

The Government of Costa Rica wishes to express its warm appreciation for its

the fortieth anniversary of the united Nations.

the Secretary-General to co-ordinate multilal~ral aid in consultation with the

election to the post of Vice-President of the General Assembly. This further

particular pleasure that my delegation joins in the congratulations expressed to

the Permanent Representative of Spain, Ambassador Don Jaime d-e Pinies - an

predecessor, Mr. Paul Lusaka, the Permanent Representative of zambia, for the

tend to disrupt world society. What we need is genuine international co-operation

our brothers in Mexico. That is why we noted with great pleasure the speed and the

sense of solidarity with which th€l Assembly considered the problem and instructed

as President of this session of the General Assembly, at which we are celebrating

decades. This anniversary therefore, gives Member States a unique opportunity to

successful way in which he led the work of the General Assembly during its

small, need the united Nations in our fight against the centrifugal forces that

outstanding diplomat and well-known within united Nations circles for his tmportant

commits my country to increase its efforts to co-operate in the arduous tasks

so as to make true this anniversary's motto, "united Nations for a better wor~".

contributions to the work of the united Nations - upon his election 5y acclamation

JSM/gmr
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make a far-reaching and sincere self-appraisal. It is a fitting mment to look

backwards, to examine the purposes announced at the foundation of the Organization

and to see to what ext~mt an effort has been made to !'!Y!ke them a reality If to what

extent the united Nations has lived up to the hopes placed in it when it began its

work in that hopeful autumn of 1945. It is time to take stock, and to reflect on

the Organization which its founders had in Mind, that which we have now, and that

which we wish to flee in the future.

Forty yeau' ago, Don Julio Acosta, the then Minister of Foreign Affairs of

Costa Rica, signed i:he clocument which led to the birth of thi~ organization. Like

the other founding nationl'~, Costa Rica set great store by the united Nations as the

keystone to a new international order in a world community which would be an

effective guarantor of peace and co-existence among all the peoples of the world.

We believed that the traumatic exper ience of the Second world war had been enough

to make everybody aware that it was essential for the survival of mankind that

there should be an international organization which would work effectively for

peace, a brotherhood of States which would manage to overcome differences between

peoples and which would not relapse into the painful ineffectiveness and

frustrating irrelevance of the League of Nations.

unfortunately, we are faced today with a harsh reality. It is true that it

has been possible to avoid the bloody spectre of a world oonflag~ation, but one may

wonder whether this is due to a feeling of fraternity, or whether it is simply the

balance of terror which has prevented this final holocaust from occuring. Whatever

the answer to that question, we must acknowledge that it is not peace which has

prevailed in the world over the last 40 years. How many conflicts, crises and

disputes have afflicted mankind since 1945? How much blood has been shed? How

many men and women have died as a result of violence? How many have suffered

imprisonment, torture, exile and oppression?
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What is perhaps most tragic about such self-appraisal is the discovery that to none

of these questions can one yet give a ~inal answer, since the figures continue to

rise day by day.

A good example of this is to be found in the agenda of the Assembly. When an

international problem becomes an agenda item it almost certainly will reLnain on

that agenda year after year. Thousands of words will be uttered and it will become

the subject of a mass of documents, but it is very unlikely to be satisfactorily

disposed of. This ia not because that is what the Organization wants or because no

attempt has been made to solve those problems. The responsibility for this rests

with the Member States which depart from the spirit of San Francisco whenever they

feel it is in their interest to do so. It is this attitude that undermines the

foundations of the United Nations and has on many occasions made the Charter a dead

letter.

Nevertheless, it is only realistic to acknowledge that major progress has been

made in some areas. There is no doubt that many of the specialized agencies have

done an excellent job and have achieved unpr',:cedented results which the States

themselves, working alone, would not have been able to achieve. In this respect we

believe that the co-operation provided by the united Nations has been of vital

importance and constitutes a legitimate source of pride for this Organization.

We have read with great interest the Secretary-General's annual report on the

activities of the Or9a~ization. with his customary care, he has referred to the

international situation, providing a realistic and forthright account of the grave

problems besetting the international community and the measures that should b2

adopted to resolve them. MY delegation pays a tribute to and thanks the

secretary-General for the concern he shows and for his dedication to the ideals of

the United Nations.
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In the light of all this, it is essential to return to our origi:nal s()urce,

the spirit of 1945. We must make a vigorous effort to give effect to the ideals

which governed the birth of this Organization. Let there be no more Mistrust, no

more thirst for power, no more use of violence and economic and political pressure

to protect nefarious int~rests. Let this Organization gradually cease to be a

forum for talking about problems and become an effective instrument for negotiation

and harmony between nations, a setting for vigorous co-operation and the exchange

of knowledge, where the word "war" becomes a memory of the past.

If the purposes of the united Nations are to be fully achieved it must become

truly' universal. This is the most comprehensive organization ever created by human

societies, but it must attain a further dimension. No PeOple on earth should lack

a voice in this chamber. There are no valid reasons for closing the doors of the

united Nations on any State which is ready to accept its guiding principles. If

the lessons of history show anything it is that ignor ing the existence of a

conflict is not the best way of r~solving it. The case of the two Koreas is a good

exampl~ of how today there are still outside this Organization nations whose

presence is necessary if the United Nations is to represent or attempt to

represent, all human activities. Universality is a necessity for this

Organization, but it is still far from being achieved.

We note with enormous satisfaction the first agreements reached between the

two Koreas, in which we should like to see signs of fuller understanding between

the two parts of a single people.

The same ideal of universal membership should govern the efforts to find

answers to the serious difficulties afflicting mankind. Political instability,

economic ills and social unrest are all widespread diseases of the world today.

Among all the painful problems mentioned in the Secretary-Generalis report, which
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he refers to quite rightly as social and political poisons, I 'consider it necessary

to refer to two which affect us in a special way and to which no state is immune.

There is an urgent need to make a radical attack on the problem of terrorism.

This phenomenon, which clashes with the principles on which the united Nations is

based~ is becoming alarmingly widespread. All states, rich and poor, are today

present or potential victims of this irrational scourge. The recent kidnapping of

the daughter of the Presioent of El Salvador, Mr. Jose Napoleon Duarte, constitutes

another dramatic link in this bitter chain of barbarism.

we know that very frequently an attempt is made to justify the perpetration of

acts of terrorism by reference to political and social considerations. To my

country this attitude is evidence of backwardness and obscurantism. The use of

terror as an instrument of political action cannot be justified and must give rise

to feelings of contempt and condemnation.

Terrorism is an international phenomenon. It is a delusion to imagine that

any country can escape its impact. It is also a mistake to think that its presence

in a State is an i~ternal problem which the international community can ignore. An

act of terrorism is a cKime against mankind which wounds all countries equally.

Hence, Costa Rica considers it of fundamental importance to take strong measures to

eliminate this ulcer, which has grown to alarming proportions. Furthermore, this

concern increases when we note that, although all states verbally condemn this

repulsive phenomenon, some of them not only fail to fulfil international

conventions aimed at its elimination but use terror as an instrument.

The refugee problem is of even more devastating and awesome proportions. Its

persistence and growth confirms the belief that in many parts of the world the

words of the united Nations Charter are still only words. Once again we see that

the principles of 1945 have not become a reality. We continue to see dramatic

increases in the numbers of men, women and children compelled to flee from their



MLG/rd A/40/PV.9
119-120

(Mr. Gutierrez~ Costa Rica)

places of origin to escape the horrors of war, political persecution, poverty and

oppression, and the dramatic impact this has on the host nations, which do not

always have the economic and social capacity to absol:b the displaced per.sons and

offer them the prospect of the decent life to which they are entitled as human

beings.

Millions of people form part of this problem of our sorely tried world. In

recent year:s it'S shadow has extc:.••ded to my oWn cou-'ltry l'Ind has compellef', us to face

up to a reality of which we had previously not had e~rience. The number of

displaced persons and refugees currently sheltered by Costa Rica may well seem

derisive when compared to world figures. There are 200,000 refugee~ in Costa Rica,

the majority being of Nicaraguan origin. However, given the size of our country,

~tis represents an overwhelming figure - approximately 10 per cent of the total

population of our country - and Costa Rica is an underdeveloped country with very

weak economic potential. The complications attendant upon their pre~ence in Costa

Rica represent a difficult burden- for our country. We do not close our doors to

them, we seek to assist them as much as we can, but we think it vital that the

international community provide more effective assistance for the programmes

develope~ by the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees. The

commendable efforts it makes to assist refugee populations with their resettlement

or possible return should be Vigorously encouraged by the United Nations. The

proposal to strengthen the activities of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees should, we believe, be considered a matter of priority.
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Some problems which geographically would be considered merely regional in

nature are in fact so great in their impact that they join that terrible list of

tragedies which faces the world today. Their scale transforms them into problems

common to all mankind, and their solution must be achieved through a common effort

by all mankind. They are problems whose existence is, to our regret, solid proof

t.ltat the international community does not yet have effective means to eliminate

hunger and poverty and to offer people a better future - problems which inevitably

bring us face to face with the yawning gaps that still separate the developed and

the developing world, wil~ the shameful coexistence of abundance and malnutrition,

of high technology and pl~imitive ignorance, of the wealth enjoyed by the few and

the dramatic scarcity and crushing financial burdens suffered by others.

I am specifically referring to the problem of hunger in Africa and the problem

of Latin America's external debt. The critical food situation in Africa is a drama

the terr ible consequences of which affect millions of human beings today. It is a

drama the scale of which is too great and too painful. It is a drama which is

without precedent, and whose solution requires an unprecedented effort.

It is shameful that while we are talking in ~lis Hall, so many human beings

are dying of hunger. It is true that the international community has given its

attention to this problem, but it is equally true that it is capable of showing

more effective and energetic s~lidarity. It is of vital importance that more

resources and greater "efforts be devoted to resolving this problem and that steps

be taken to ensure that such a phenomenon never occurs again.

Africa requires major international assistance to deal with serious problems

of health, water supplies and housing and elementary agricultural requirements. It

is painful to note that Africa's Governments must devote to the servicing of their

external debt resources which are urgently needed for the development of their

peoples.
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Consideration of the problems of external debt lead us once again to wonder

whether the new global order that the founders hoped for in 1945 has actually been

achieved. This particularly applies in the case of Latin Americans, since at that

time there was a general feeling that Latin America would be the region to progress

most rapidl.y towards the attainment of economic and social progress.

unfortunately, that eXPectation has not been fulfilled. Forty years later,

Latin America is the region with the most serious economic problems. Latin America

is beset with an unprecedented financial and economic crisis, the origin of which

we are all familiar with. The contraction of international trade, protectionism in

the industrialized countries and volatile high interest rates are magnifying this

problem and turning into obstacles to the recovery process embarked on by the Latin

American governments.

We therefore consider ~hat responsibility for the problem of our indebtedness

cannot be considered in simple terms, such as that it is solely our responsibility

and it is up to us to resolve it.. All of those here know full well that this

crisis has various causes and the debtors are only partly responsible. We are

debtors not because we wish to be so, but because an unjust international economic

order has compelled us to become such. We have not denied our responsibility, but

we wish to make it clear that the solution to such a major problem also lies with

the industrialized countries, the lending banks and international financial

institutions.

Costa Rica acknowledges its debt. It is attempting to meet it despite the

harsh terms set, but it needs reasonable terms Of payment, in consonance with its

economic situation, so that it can consolidate its political, economic and social

damocracy.

Costa Rica devotes a high percentage of its resources to the improvement and

development of its education and health systems and its physical infrastructure.
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earmark St)me 5~ per cent of its income, deriving from exports, to external debt
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servicing. We do not spend money on weapons~ nor are we able to spend these funds

on development.

Costa Rica considers that the scale of the problem of Latin American debt is

such that it cannot be ignored by this organization. We therefore call on the

United Nations to give political and economic consideration to the search for

comprehensive and practical solutions, as well as to finding new methods for

negotiations which would involve all parties which in one way or another are

responsible for this crisis.

Only thus can we find the right path towards solving this urgent matter.

The overwhelming external debt is not, however, the only problem filling the

peoples of Latin America with dismay. Situations of injustice, aggression and

violence continue to leave a scar on the lives of thousands of Latin Americans. At

this time, the most cruel and visible face of this reality is the crisis which for

years now has been besetting Central America, an area sorely tried by history and

whose traditional problems, in themselves overwhelming, have now been compounded.

Despite the wishes and interests of its inhabitants, Central America has become a

further arena for East-West confrontation, an outlet for the conflict between

extraregional Powers.

Since 1983, we in Central America have seen ourselves involved in an ambitious

and innovative negotiating process under the commendable auspices of Colombia,

Mexico, Panama and Venezuela. The Contadora initiativ~, inspired by the

fundamental goal of finding a peaceful solution to the crisis in Central America,

has been directed at finding a solution to our problems. The Contadora process has

given rise to great expectations and the reaction to it by the international

community could hardly have been more encouraging.
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It has become co1mmonp1ace in international forums to issue very positive views

of the Ccmtadora initiative. To commend its spirit and to express repeated support

for the Contadora mdiation process is regarded as the J:ight thing to do. This

I118gnificent support for Ccntadora by the international community is a source of

pleasure, because we also believe, as we have stated on many occasions, that it

constitutes the most viable optl<m for the peaceful and global solution to the

problems of Central America.

Costa Rica continues to believe that this view is the correct one. But my

countty considers that the time has come for us to see the fruits of this process,

to see real solutions rather than words. Otherwise, COIl1tadora runs the risk of

becoming an end in itself and an endless round of negotiations resolving nothing.

The loss of credibility of this Latin American initiative would have tragic

and dis~strous consequences. It would provide further arguments for those who

believe that the sword and the rifle are the only means for resolving Central

America's problems.

In this connection, we were highly satisfied and encouraged at the sighificant

progress achieVed in the last meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Central America

and the Contadora countries which took place in Panama on 12 and 13 September.

Today we have before us a new version of the draft Contadora Act on Peace and

Co-operation in Central America. We have good reasons to believe that today we can

state here that we find ourselves at a time of hope and that there are prospects of

a practical solution in the relatively near future.
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For the peace and prosperity of Central America, we very much hope that this

is the case, and we therefore vehemently urge all the parties and all the countries

that in one way or. another are present, as it were, in the Central American c~isis

to demonstrate with facts their determination to provide a concrete solution to the

problem in our region. Let real steps be taken to subscribe to and ratify this

vital document; let there be the political will that is so indispensable if this

major peace effort is to become a binding legal commdtment.

Costa Rica hopes that through the machinery to be established pursuant to the

Contadora Act, it will be possible to solve the sole problem that leads us to

consider ourselves to be part of the Central American crisis: the border

aggressions committed against us by the Government of Nicaragua. During recent

years Costa Rica and its Government have been the victims of constant, permanent

aggression, the manifestations of which have ranged from the open, evil attack, on

31 May last, by a patrol of civil guards carrying out surveillance activities on a

part of the border to the veiled threats from high military and political

author ides in Nicaragua.

It: the Contadora Act is to become an instrument enabling the Central American

peoples to fulfil their legitimate aspirations to peace, democracy, justice and

development, vigorous and effective· solidarity must be shown by the international

community; this solidarity must reflect the countless expressions of support for

the Contadora Group.

Real evidence of something which all countries state they desire and support

would be an arms limitation. It is time that this condemnation of the arms race,

expressed so many times in the General Assembly and many other international

forums, took the form of concrete steps - and not only carefully worded speeches

and impeccable resolutions. Too much has been said and very little has actually



BCT/at A/40/PV.9
127

(Mr. Gutierrez, Costa Rica)

been done. Suffice it to recall that at the very first session of the General

;l\ssembly, in January 1946, a resolution was adopted stating that the objective was

the elimination of atomic weapons and all other major weapons of mass destruction.

It is shameful to admit that every day we get farther and farther away from that

objective, which might well be said to have seen the light of day in this

organization.

Everyone is aware of the L~rtance to mankind of reaching substantial

agreements on disarmament, and of the vital necessity for disarmament to become a

reality. Costa Rica, a neutral cOuntry without an army, has ~onstantly supported

the initiatives taken by this organization in the field of disarmament and it will

continue to give its support to any steps taken along new lines on this delicate

matter.

Over these 40 years we have noted with concern the relations between the two

Super-Powers~ They have moved from tension to confrontation, and from

confrontation back to situations of tension. Nevertheless, today there are some

elements which allow for optimism. Talks on disarmament are being held, and soon

there will be a meeting between the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United

states. The possibility of reducing tensicns - something that is always

desirable - seems today to enjoy better prospects than has been the case for some

time.

On the initiative of Costa Rica, with the unanimous support of the Members of

the General Assembly, 1986 will be declared the "International Year of Peace".

This fact, which reflects the commitment to peace that is mankind's greatest

desire, should become a moral and ethical force operating world-wide to direct the

conscience of the leaders of the world, East and west, North and South, towards

this transcendental goal, which sums up the very raison d'etre of the United
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Nations. In due course my delegation will circulate a draft resolution in this

respect, which will be the text of the proclamation, on 24 October 1985, of the

BInternational Year of PeaceB• We cordially call on all delegations to co-spqnsor

this draft resolution.

Lastly, we appeal to all the States Members of the Organization to ensure that

the united Nations can play the leading role which it should play in solving the

major problems afflicting mankind. If that is not done, all ~f us - to our great

regret - will be directly responsible for the final holocaust.

The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker for this afternoon.

Several representatives have requested to be allowed to exercise the right of

reply. May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly

decision 34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to

ten minutes for the first intervention and to five minutes for the second

intervention and shou16 ~a made by delegations from their seats.

Mr. GUDA (Surin~~e): It gives me great pleasure to congratulate

Ambassador Jaime de Pinies on his election to the presidency. We are convinced

that the General Assembly will discharge its duties efficiently and effectively

under his experienced leadership, demonstrated throughout his brilliant diplomatic

career.

My delegation wishes to make a few br ief remarks in response to a statement

made yesterday by the representative of Luxembourg on behalf of the European

Community and its member States.

In his statement the representative of Luxembourg saw fit to mention my

country as one of the exceptions to democratic and pluralistic regimes in Latin

America, when he was discussing the political situation in our region. In view of

the good relations that exist between my country and the European Community, we
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I

profoundly deplore the unfounded allegations Fade by that representative. This, at

least in the opinion of my delegation, is a clear demonstration of either a false

notion of the democratization process that has taken place in our country since the

revolution of February 1980 or a downright denial of that process. That does not

surprise us, since the sourCE of this unfounded and vicious allegation is well

known to us.

If the recent history of our country and the revolutionary process had been

known, the representative of Luxembourg would her.. e realized that no stone is left

unturned to speed up this significant process, in which the whole Suriname

population is participating - and this notwithstanding the economic and political

coercion ~rom certain Governments.

Time constraints prevent us from elaborating on this issue today, but we shall

do so in due time in the appropriate forums and through the appropriate channels.

In conclusion, we once again categorically reject the allegations made against

our Government and express the hope that these unfounded allegations will not lead

to a disturbance of the excellent relations that my country currently maintains

with many member states of the E~ropean Community.
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Hr. WA~ER (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish): One representative this

afternoon reeerred with strident rhetoric to a certain person who, from a position

opposed to all imper ialism and legitimately expressing the popular will, condemned

the unjust international order without sacrificing his independence to any form of

hegemonism. It is ~egrettable that, in a vain attempt to defend a thesis that was

rejected at the recent ministerial conference of the non-aligned countries,

recourse is now being made to the warped expedient of implying that a clear,

sovereign position with regard to the external debt, endorsed by more than a

hundred countries in Luanda, is the product of consultations at which there was

capitulation.

Tithing is simply paying up by surrendering one's sovereignty. "StaleQ is not

the right word to use about the path of democracy that Latin America has opted for;

"limping" is the wrong word to use about the choice of freedom and social justice

that our Latin American continent has made. All Latin Americans must help to

redeem Latin America's unity and autonomy, if we really want to be anti-imperialist.

A government such as Peru's, which came to power through the clean process of

the ballot box, with the overwhelming support of the people, after more than

60 years of struggle, involving persecution and exile, for the emancipation of

Inde-America does not require - and will not accept - lessons in anti-imperialism

from anyone.

Hr. CHAMORRO MORA (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish) : I wish to

take this opportunity given by the Foreign Minister of Costa Rica to exercise my

r ight of reply for the second time.

We fUlly share the concern of the Foreign Minister of Costa Rica over the

grave situation prevailing in Central America and agree that we must move from

words to effective solutions", In that connection, we fervently appeal to him that
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we use not only the machinery for problem-solving provided by the Contadora Group

but also those laid down in the United Nations Charter, particularly today, when we

are commemorating the fortieth anniversary of the foundation of the united

Na~ions. More specifically, I refer to the instruments for the settlement of

disputes that may become a threat to international peace and security.

We urgently appeal to the people and Government of Costa Rica, through the

Costa Rican Foreign Minister, to give serious consideration to the proposal made by

my Government in July to establish a neutralized safety zone under international

supervision, which would make a significant contribution to the elimination of

tensions and incidents which frequently occur on the common border. We urge them

to respond to the call of the Contadora Ministers, who have publicly appealed to us

to begin within 10 days conversations to make possible progress on the

establishment of such a neutralized safety zone.

Peace is necessary for coexistence between civilized nations. However, its

attainment depends on the will of.the peoples and above all on the maturity and

sense of responsibility of their rulers. Let us rid our peoples g Central America,

Latin America and the international community of a war in Central America and

engage in a dialogue befitting brother countries with historic bonds, countries

that in our case are founder-members of the United Nations. We should thus make a

significant contribution to the celebration of the fortieth anniversary.

I say to the Foreign Minister of Costa Rica, to his people and Government

"The ball is with you. We hope we are still in time to preserve peace. We assure

you that our Government is firmly resolved not to constitute a threat or ever to

attack our brothers in Costa Rica. w

The meeting rose at 7.55 p.m.
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