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ANNEX

MEMORANDUM OF 10 NOVEMBER 1979
BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
ON THE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S DISCUSSION

ON THE SO-cALLED' SITUATION IN KAMPUCHEA •

In the forthcoming days, the U. N. General Assembl y is going to
discuss the so-called 'situation in ~ampuchea' at the request of ASEAN
countries. As far as the matter is concerned, the People's Revolutionary
Council of Kampuchea, in the September 21,1979 message to the U.N.
Secretary General and Presider: t of the U. N. Ge..,eral Assembl y' s 34th
session, clearly stated :

- There is no so-called problem of 'Situation in Kampuchea". The fascist
genocidal Pol Pot - Ieng Sary regime, Peking's henchmen,has been over
thrown by the Kampuchean people. Since January 7,1979, the Kampuchean
people have become masters of their destiny. The People's Revolutionary
Council of Kampuchea is the only, authentic and legitimate representative
of the Kampuchean people, and is governing the whole country. This situa
tion is irreversible.

- All debates concerning Kampuchea without the agreement of the
People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea and the participation of its
representatives are violations of the sovereignty and brazen interferences
in the internal affairs of the Kampuchean people. All resolutions relatin9
to Kampuchea, resulting from such debates, are illegal and completely
invalid.

- The Government of the Soc.ialist Republic of viet Ham full!! supports
this just stand of the People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea, and
once lIlOre thinks it necessary to make clear to the p"blic the true situa
tion in this part of the world.
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1. At the beginning of this year, the world witnessed a most profound
change in Kampuchea : The Kampuchean people, under the leadership of the
National United Front for Salvation or Kampuchea, rOse up to overthrow the
Pol Pot - Ieng Sary clique, eliJr>inating a fascist g..nocidal regiJr>e condemned
and cursed by all mankind. The entire nation of Xampuchea, delivered from
hell, are masters of their life and country. Kampuchea, once a new-type
colony, an instrument of Peking' s expansionism for waging war and carrying
out aggression has become an independent and free nation, a posi'tive rac'tor
for ensuring peace and stability in South-east Asia.

Every man of con:science in the world welcomes the victoru of the
KamDuchean peoDle. 01111/ the Peking ;rolinq circle. the U.5. i.mDerialists and
reactionary forces are grudging of that historic change in Kampuchea. They
continue to help, by every possible means, directly or indirectly, the
remnants of Pol Pot - Ieng Sary, at the same time, under the signboard of
·safequarding the principles of refraining from military intervention in
oeher countries·, ·protecting the right to self-determina'tion of the
Kampuchean people", they have spared no effort to defend the Pol Pot -
Ieng Sary clique ..ho have been overthrown by the Kampuchean people. they
are demanding withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea and a political
solution to the so-called Kampuchean question, but they, in fact, are
making an at1:.empt to restore the genocidal Pol Pot regime and once more impose
it on the Kampuchean people contrary to the latter's aspirations.

In order to justify their support for the Pol Pot - Ienq Sary
notorious murderers, oppose the Kampuchean people's right to self-deter
mination, :some people have argued that the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary regime,
though repulsive , is still a legitimate one.

It should be pointed out that the fascist genocidal PolPot-Ieng Sary
reqiJr>e, since it carried out a policy of genocide, has been an illegal one
because it has been acting against the interests and aspirations of the
people and it can in no way represent the xampuchean people.

It is common knowledge that the Pol Pot - Ieng Sary clique have
betrayed the Kampuchean nation serving as puppets of the Peking ruling cir
de. The so-called "Democratic Kampuchea· was only a new-type colony of
China.

Under Peking's direction, the Pol Pot - Ieng Sary clique established
in Kampuchea a genocidal regime on the model of the Chine:se cultural
revolution, an unprecedentedly brutal regime in history. Within less than
4 year:s, using medieval methods of exterminat:ion, they killed 3 million
Kampucheans, nearly half the Kampuchean population, comprising patriots,wor
kers, peasants, intellectuals, workers in scientific, medical, educational,
cultural, artistic fields and all those who opposed them. They massacred
young people - the young sboo'ts of the nation and fucure masters of the
country_ Over 4 million who survived were herded into ·cammune~·, re41
concentratJon camps, where 'the!! were forced to do hard labour, were physi-
cally de:stroyed and mentally repressed. They undermined national unity,
exterminated minority peoples,eliminated Buddhism,a religion closely linked with
the life of the KampucheM people for many centuries, Islam and other reli
gions. They .completely destroyed the economic, cultural and social structure
of Kampuchea, completely wiped out relations in family, villages,abolished
cities, schools, hospitals, pagodas, money and markets••• With their
fascist pc>licy. of oppression and most brutal regime of imprisonment, the
Iibole Kampuchean nation was threatened wi th extermination, Kampuchea was
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turned into a hell drowned in blood and tears.

In foreign affairs, the Pol Pot - Ieng Sary clique carried out an
aggressive and warlike policy, completely contrary to the principles of
the non-aligned RIOvement and the Charter of the United Nations : waging
a brutal war of aggression against Viet N~, continuously carrying out
armed provocations against all neighbouring countries, refusing all
international relations and co-operation, including those with non-aligned
countries, closing the door to the outside world. Under the Pol Pot -
Ieng Sary regime, lCampuchea became a springboard for Chinese expansionism,
a danger to peace and security in South -east Asia.

SUch a brutal regime, opposing the Kampucbean people, peace and
security of the Southeast Asian countries, cursed by all mankind, like the
SolllOza, Amin,Bokasaa, pinochet cliques, tyrant Pahlavi and the racist
Junta in Rhodesia, should not exist and should not be considered as legal,
because they have opposed the peoples of Nicaragua, Uganda, Central
Africa, Chile, Iran, have trampled upon the national rights of the people of
Zimbabwe and have been condemned by progressive mankind.

Exercising their sacred right to self-determination, the Kampuchean
people rose up to overthrow the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique, save the country
and themselves. This is a just and legitimate cause, in conformity with
the interest of peace, national independence, democracy and social
progress, with the principles of the non-aligned movement and the Charter
of the United Nations.

As early as 1973, the people in many localities and army units,
from RJJttanakiri to Koh Kong rose up against the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary regime
From 1975 to 1978 the struggle increasingly developed and spread throughout
the country with continuous uprisings among which were the J;u,uary 1976
uprising of the patriotic forces headed by Hunim, Minister of Information
of the 1'01 Pot government, the January 1977 armed insurrection of the
people of northern Siemriep and Battambang ,March-April 1977 armed insurrec
tion of the northern Kompongcham and Mondunkiri, and particularly the armed
uprisings in the provinces of the eastern military zone in May 1978. The
armed forces who turned against the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique appeared
everywhere in the country. The struggle against the Pal Pot-Ieng Sary
clique to save the country and the nation became an extensive movement of the
people with the participation of all strata of population, anti-Pol Pot
forces, including many lligh-ranking officers and cadres of the Pol Pot
r<>gime. Resistance bases were set up in many places from the northwest,
northeast to southwest, southeast of Kampuchea. In such circumstances, the
National United Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea came into being,
broadly uniting all patriots, all forces opposing the genocidal regime,
to gain real independence and freedom. Acting in accordance .
with a programme of action to save the country and the people,respond~ng to
the supreme interests and urgent aspirations of the Kampuchean people, and
with the wholehearted support of the people, the Front has become the sole
authentic and legitimate representative of the Kampuchean people, like
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the Sandino Front, the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, Swapo, the Palestine
Liberation Organization which have become the only, authentic and legiti
mate representa:tives of 'the peoples of Nicaragua,. ~imbabwe,. Namibia, Pales
tine, and have been recognized by many countries in the world, particu
larly by the non-aligned countries.

Crystallizing the peaple' s movement of struggle and being the sole
authentic and legitimate representative of the Kampuchean peaple, the
Nat.ional Unit:.ed Front ear the Salvation of KdJ1Ipuchea and later t:he People's
Revolutionary council of Kampuchea has the right to use ,,11 methods and
means of struggle, and the right to call for support and assistance trom
outside so as to lead their just struggle to victory, like the Sardino
Front lihich has the right to appeal tor support trf'Jn the peaples ot Latin
American countries to deteat the dictatorial Somoza Junta, the Liberation
Front ot Uganda which has the right to call tor help by Tanzania to
overthroli dictator Amin, the Patriotic Front ot Zimbabwe, SWapo which have
the right to call ror assistance by the five-front-line countries and
other African countries to fight against the racists, liberate Zimbabwe
and Namibia, and the Palestine Liberation Movement which has the right to
call on support by the Arab countries and the world people to tight the
Israeli sionists. This is a lawtul and legitimate right recognized by the
United Nations and the movement ot non-aligned countries. The United Nations
and the non-Aligned movement have passed resolutions confirming the rights
and obligations of nations to give moral and material support to national
liberacion movements.

The Arab peoples and the liorld people have given an allsided
support, including military support to the PLO in the struggle against
the Israeli zionists. The peoples of the ~ive front-line countries and
other countries of Africa have helped and supported the fighters of 'the
pat-riotic Front or Zimbabwe and the Namibian and south Atrican Patriots.

The whole ot Latin America has stood by the side of the Sandino
Front and given the patriots of Nicaragua mOIal and ma'terial support 'to over
throw the fascis~ Somoza regime.Tdnzania has s~nr troops to help the Libe
ration Front: ot Uganda to overthrow dictator Amin.

The response by the Vietnamese armed torces to the Appeal of t:he
National United Front for the Salvation ot Kampucheato help the Kampuchean
people and armed torces in their offensive dfld uprising to overthrow the
Pol Poc-Ieng Sary clique W'4# clearly ,If jv"''' -2ct.ion in rull conLormi.'ty
witil int;ernational morale, international law and the trend of our time.

Moreover, in history, partiCUlarly during the last 100 years, the
three Indochinese countries have continuously been victims of foreign
aggression forces. The colonialists, Japanese militarists U.S imperialists
and ehe Chinese expansionists all nurture an ambit;ion to dominate Viet Nam
Laos and Kampuchea. They considered these three countries as a single
battletield in their schemes ot aggression. At the same time they
unceasingly tried by every means to sow division amcng 'the
three countries, to pit one agains~ the other so as ~o tacilitate
their domination over these countries. At present, when the Peking
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expansionists are striving to undermine the solidarity among the three coUn
tries, they are also calling on the imperialist and reactionary forces Co
form an anti-Viet Nam front and support the strengthening of ASEAN in
order Co oppose the three Lndochinese countries.

Therefore, in order to gain and defend the independence and freedom
of each country, it is vital that the peop1er;of the three countries be
closely united. In this spirit, over the last thirty years, the Vietnamese
armed forces have three times stood slJOu1der to shoulder ....ith the armed
forces of the Kampuchean and MO peoples in their struggle against the
common enemy, thereby cultivating militant solidarity and pure friendship.
The world people have praised these lofty feelings, considering them a
decisive factor to ensure victory for each country. Only the imperialists
and reactionaries do not ....ant to see the peoples of these three countries
united.

The presence of Vietnamese armed forces now in Kampuchea, in accor
dance ....ith the Treaty of peace, friendship and cooperation bet ....een Viet Nam
and Kampuchea, is necessary to defend together with t::he Kdlflpuchean people,
the independence, sovereighty and territorial integrity of Kampuchea and
to frustrate the manoeuvres of the Peking expansionists, the imperialist
and reactionary forces to deny the Kampuchean people their fundamental
national rights and to restore the genocidal regime in Kampuchea. That is an
urgent call of the three million killed Kampucheans and of over four
million Kampucheans ....ho survive and are dauntlessly struggling to build up
and defend their life in independence and freedOlll. That is an imperative
requirement of the militant solidarity for the defence of the vital intere
sts of the two peoples. That is a demand of all men of conscience in the
world that such unforgivable monstrous crimes as committed by the hench-
men of Peking be not allowed to reoccur on the soil of long suffering
Kampuchea.

As soon as the threat of aggression and interference by the Peking
expansionists, The imperialist and reactionary forces is eliminated and
when the Kampuchean people and the people's Revolutionary Council request it
the Vietnamese armed forces will immediately withdraw from Kampuchea, as
they had done t ....ice voluntarily in the past after having accomplished
their international duty. This is a matter concerning only the Kampuchean
and Vietnamese peoples and only the People' s Revolutionary Council of
Kampuchea is entitled to make such a request. To demand that Viet Nam
immediately ....ithdr..w its armed forces is to require it to do an extremely
inhumane actand not to abide by its commitment to a sister nation and to
create conditions ror the Peking expansionists, the imperialist and reac
tionary forces to bring Po1 Pot clique back and restore the genocidal
regime opposed to the Kampuchean people.

At the United Nations, some people ....ho demand a solution to the
Kampuchean question on the one hand are trying to keep the seat for the
Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique and refusing to acknowledge that the peop1e's
Revolutionary Council is controlling the whole of Xampuchea; on the other hand,

/ ...



- 6 -

in Kampuchea where there is no more place for the Pal Pot·Ieng Sary clique
to stand, they obdurately persist in presenting the situation there as that
of a country having two zones of control and two administrations.

It should be pointed out that since January 7,1979, Kampuchea has
its aim masters, the Kampuchean people have really become masters of their
destiny and their country has gained real independence and freedom.

Now in free Kampuchea, there is only one administration i.e.
the People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea - the sole legitiJaate and
authentic reprl!!sentative of the Kampuchean people. Loyal to the interests
.and aspiration of the Kampuchean people, the People's Revolutionary

COuncil has clearly shown the character of a people's power loved,t.rusted
and supported by the people.

Under the leadership of the People's Revolutionary Council of
Kampuchea, the Kampuchean people, aftt!tr only a short period of time, have
emerged from hell and recorded tremendous achievements ; the people and
armed forces of Kampuchea have made a clean sweep of the last dens of the
Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique and in the main destroyed the remnant troops
of the latter: political power has been set up from central to grassroot
levels and is now controlling the whole country. Normal family and village
life has been restored after long years of separation. Schools and hospitals
are being reopened, cultural and religious life has been promptly restored.
In the economic field, agricultural and industrial production communication
transports are being gradually restored. with tremendous efforts made
by the people and the administration at various levels and with great and
effective assistance by Viet Nam, the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries, the Kampuchean people are step by step removing the threat: of
famine and overcoming ext:reme1y serious aftermaths of the Pol Pot:-IengSary
genocidal regime.

The People's Revolut:ionary Council pursues a foreign policy of
independence, peace, friendship and non-alignment: in conformity wit:h the
objectives of the non-aligned movement and t:he U.N.charter. The just cause
of the Kampuchean people enjoys the sympathy and broad support of
progressive people throughout the world. Within only nine months, the
People's Revolut:ionary Council of Kampuchea has been recognized by more
than 30 countries. In 1954 when its first war of resistance had been
brought to a successful end, the DenK;cratic Republic of Viet Nam, nine years
aft:er it:s foundation, was recognized by only 12 countries.

Of course, the new administration still faces extremely difficult: and
complex tasks and serious consequences left by the genocidal regime which
cannot be remedied before long. However, any 1mpartial observer would
recognize that aft:er only short period of time, the image of Kampuchea has
remarkably changed. The great and all-rouT.d ilchievements in the last nine
months have proved the extraordinary vital1ty of a nation Which, just
emerged from hell, is firmly taking in hand its own destiny, resolutely
struggling, building and defending its life in independence and freedom.
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These achievements also show that the present situation in Kampuchea is
irreversible. NO reactionary force can check the Kampuchean people from
marching forward on the path of their just trugg1e.

The so-called two zones of control and two administrations U1 Kampu
chea do not exist at all. The Po1 Pot-Ieng Sary clique which has been
overthrown by the Kampuchean people has no place whatsover On the territory
of Kampuchea. A handful of their re/1lllant troops are only gangs of bandits
without the people's support. The revolutionary administration of Kampuchea
is continuing to trace them down to ensure security and protect the people's
life. That .is a normal undertaking, just .in the same way as the adminis

trations in many Southeast As.ian countries have been frequently and on
1II much larger scale launching military operations to mop up the opposition
forces in their countries. How could one find in such operations a pretext
to draw a conclusion that in Thailand, Malaysia, Burma ••• there also
exist two ZOnes of control and two administrations and it is necessary to
find a political solution for these countries.

SOme people are also deliberately exaggerating and making fuss about
the alleged famine in Kampuchea and demanding absurd cond.itions for the
organization of humanitarian aid also in an attempt to present Kampuchea
as a country with two zones of control and two administrations. They know,
only too well that the Pol Pot bandits are ruthless murderers who
massacred women and children or forced them to flee .d.th them, and also
killed the Thai civilians who protected them. In spite of all that these
people are demanding aid for the Pol Pot bandits, "in order to quickly
ward off starvation·, in fact, they want to save not the Kampuchean
people, but the Po1 Pot bandits who are hiding in the border areas between
Thailand and Kampuchea and are now in a desperate situation. In reality
they want to make use of the signboard of humanitarian aid to legalize
their supplies sent to the Po1 Pot bandits and help the latter to continue
their activities against the Kampuchean people.Actua11y, they have given
thousands of tons of supplies and set up logistic bases for the Pol Pot
bandits in sanctuaries along the border between Thailand and Kampuchea,
while only a rew hundred tons of food and medicine have been distributed to the
Kampuchean population.

Obviously, the creation of the myth about two zones of control and
twoo administrations in Kampuchea and the demand for a political solution
to the Kampuchean question, are only a manoeuvre of the Peking reactionaries
in collusion with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces to
save the Po1 Pot-Ieng Sary clique, to re-impose the genocidal regime on
the Kampuchean people and to oppose the right to self-determination of the
Kampuchean people. Any manOeuvre to find a political solution to the
so-called Kampuchean question constitutes a brazen interference in the
internal affairs of Kampuchea, contrary to the principles of the non-alig
ned movement and the U.N. Charter. NO one, not even the United Nations,has
the right to put forward .. ·solution" on behalf of the Kampuchean people. Only
the People's Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea, the sole1egitimat:e,genuine
representative of t:i:le Kampuchean people is entitled to have its decisive
say.
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In the past, even when it: still existed, the pol Pot-Ieng Sary
regiJne was illegal and in no way represented the Kampuchean people. Today,
that regime which has been overthrown by the Kampuchean people, is a poli
tical corpse that represents nobody. The pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique have
always been a tool of the Peking expansionists. The People's Revolutionary
Tribunal of Kampuchea, acting in accordance wit:.h the rules of the Nurem
berg Tribunal, has sentenced to death Pol Pot and Ieng Sary. This is
the judgement not only or the Kampuchean people but also or all men or
conscience in the world.

It is an insult to the United Nations organization to allow the
Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique to make trouble in this organization, against the
will or the Kampuchean people and the whole or mankind. For the sake or
the U.N. prestige, or peace and justice, it is neccessary to drive imme
diately the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique out of the United Nations. The Peking
reactionaries and the U.S .. imperialists have used weaponsto fight the
Kampuchean people,but they could not save the Pol Pot-Ieng sary clique
from collapse. All attempts to use the Pol Pot-Ieng sary criminals who are
trying to elude punishment by the Kampu.chean people, will certainl';! meet
with utter failure.

2. Peking ruling circle's efforts to maintain the Pal Pot-Ieng Sary
clique who have been overthrown by the Kampuchean people, to reestablish
the genocidal regime in Kampuchea are part of their dark design against
the Vietnamese and ot:.her Indochinese peoples, with a view to realizing
their hegemonistic schemes in South East Asia.

As Viec Nam occupies a very imporr.ant position in China's strategy,
the Peking reactionaries have always tried by every means to take hold of
this country, to make it dependent on China in an attempt to use Viet Nam
as an instrument to realize Peking's hegemonistic schemes in South East
Asia. That is why, Peking does not want a unified, strong Vlet Nam which is
independent of China. I"t hets been, therefore, continuously seeking to
divide and weaken Viet Nam.

In the past, the Peking reactionaries made every effort to profit
by the two victorious resistance wars waged by the Vietnamese people, to
weaken the French colonialists and the U.S. imperialists. rthen these colo
nialists and imperialists had been weakened and, faced with imminent defeat,
had to play "the Chinese card", in an attempt to avoid total dereat in
Viet Nam, China used the Vietnamese people's blood, colluded with the
imperialist.s in order to emerge as the number-one power in 'the world.
Moreover, China tried to keep Viet Nam divided and maintain the opposing
forces in Indochina, and created conditions for China to gain cont.rol. over
tbe Indochinese countries and to expand to soutb East Asia.

The Peking reactionaries were enraged when the victory of the patrio
tic struggle of the Vietnamese people against U.S. aggression in 1975
led to comp-lete liberation or sou'th Viet Ham and national reunification,
wholly upset Peking's strategic plan of colluding with the imperialists,
against revolutionary movement and socialism in this region. Since then
they have been resorting to all wicked and cruel designs, and openly and
systematically carrying out a hostile policy toward the Socialist
Republic or Viet Nam.
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In order to oppose Viet Nam and the three Indochinese countries as
a whole, China has long tried to get hold of Kampuchea which it considered
the weakest link among the three :!ndochinese countries. It has trained,
bought over, organised and di.rected agen"ts of various kinds in Kampuchea ,
divided and weakened the KiJ111puchean revolution, undermined the solidarity
between Kampuchea and Viet Nam and Laos, set Kampuchea against Viet Nam
and Laos. It has been helping the Pol Pot clique to infiltrate into the
revolutionary party of Kampuchea and step by step usurp the leading roles
in order to undermine the party and turn it into a Maoist party, and
destroy the Kampuchean revolution. After the April 17, 1975 victory of
the Kdlnpuchean people, the Peking reactionaries, with their monopoly of aid
to the Pol Pot-Ieng sary clique and in their assistance to the latter in
building an army of 23 divisions "hich exceeded Kampuchea's economic capa
bilities and defence requirements, turned Kampuchea into a springboard for
expansion in the region. They used the Pal Pot-Ieng Sary clique as a shock
force, to carry out an aggressive war against Viet Nam from ics southwes
tern barder, a war which, together with China's aggression against Viet: NiJl1I
from the north, constituted .. two-pronged campaign against Viet Nam.

On the other hand, the Peking re"ction"ries coerced and enticed
hundreds of thousands of Hoa people to le"ve Viet Niim, causing more diffi
culties to Viet N"'" in the economic, political and social fields.At the
same time, they instigated Boa react.ionaries to cause internal disturbances
in coordination with military attacks from ou~side.Taking advantage of the
difficulties facing viet Nam due to the 30 year "ar and the n"tural cala
mities and disregarding the U.N. resolution on reconstruction "id to
Viet Nam, they found preterts to cut off aid, withdraw their experts
and exerted pressure on o'ther countries to stop aid to Viet Nam, in an
at~empt to isolate VietNam pQli~ically, and encircle Viet Ham economically
in order to "eaken and subjugate viet Nam.

At the same time they have increased interference in the internal
affairs of Laos and threatened to invade th"t country. They left no stone
untuxned to SOh' division between Laos and Viet Nam, 'to drive cl 'l;Iedge
beeween the ASEAN couneries and the Indocbinese countries, to sow division
among Southeast Asian countries, causing a tense situation in the region
with a view to realizing their hegernonistic designs.

- In order to slanderously accuse Viet: Ham of aggressing Kampucbea
and justify the Pol Pot clique's aggression against Viet Nam, the Peking
reactionaries have always alleged that "how dare Kampuchea, cl small country,
invade Viet Nam".

The "hole world is a ...are of the fact that the fascist Pol Pot - Ieng
Sary clique h"ve murdered 3 million Kampucheans and illtreated 4 million
remaining others in hard-labour camps, thus committing self-genocide
against their nation. Since the Pol Pot - Ieng sary clique have done
such unimaginable things, their aggression against Viet Nam is understandable.
Israel is a small country, but the Israeli expansionists dared attack
Arab countries because behind them are the U.S. imperialists and international
zionist forces. The South African, Rhodesian racists dared attack Angola,
MOZambique, zambia, Botswana and the national liberation movement in Southern
Africa because they were incited by and got arms supplies from Great Britain,
the United States and other NATO countries.
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Similarly, the Pal Pot - Ieng Sdry clique dared launch venturous aggressio
against. Viet. Nim! because behind them were three and a half million Chinese
t.roops armed with nuclear weapons. It. was the reactionaries in the Peking
ruling circle, who were the originat.ors, organizers, commanders and suppliers
of all kinds of weapons and war mat.erials for that. criminal war against.
the Vietnamese people.

With regard t.o the ant.i-Viet. Nam war unleashed by the Pol Pot. - Ieng
Sary clique under Peking's order, Viet. Nim! has excersized utmost
restraint. in milit.ary field and persist.ent.ly t.ried t.o find a negot.iat.ed
solut.ion.

When the Pol Pot. - Ieng Sary clique int.ensified the war and
unilat.erally severed diplomat.ic relat.ions with Viet. Hatn, the COvernment.
of the Socialist. Republic of Viet. Ham did not. break diplomat.ic relat.ions
with Kampuchea and put. forth a three-point. proposal on February 5, 1978
which was warmly hailed by world opinion : an immediat.e end should be
put. t.o all host.ile milit.ary activit.ies in the border region, the armed
forces of each side should be st.ationed within their respect.ive t.errit.ory,
five kilomet.res from the border, the t.wo sides should meet at once to
conclude a treat.y of friendship and non-aggression and sign a border t.reat.y,
the two sides should reach an agreement. on an appropriat.e form of int.ernational
guarantee and cont.rol.

On March 10, 1978, the represent.at.i ve of Viet. Natn at. the Uni t.ed
Nat.ions met the U.H. Secret.ary General and asked t.he Uni t.ed Nat.ions t.o
help bring about. a negot.iat.ed solut.ion, but. the Secret.ary General held
that. it. would be difficult. for the Securit.y Council t.o arrive at. t.he
unanimity of views implying that. China would be opposed t.o t.he proposal.

In March 1978, Viet. Nam again request.ed t.he Minist.er of Foreign Affairs
of Sri Lanka in his capacit.y as Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement. t.o
help both Viet. Ham and Kampuchea t.o sit. at. a negot.iat.ion t.able. But. this
was cat.egorically reject.ed by the Kim!puchean side.

In July 1978, at. the Belgrade Conference of Foreign Minist.ers of
non-aligned count.ries, Viet Nam submit.ted a draft resolution, calling
upon both sides - Viet. Nam and Kampuchea - to find a negotiat.ed solut.ion
to the conflict. But. Sri Lanka as Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement.
and Yugoslavia, the host. count.ry, advised viet. Nam t.o withdraw that. draft.
on the ground that. the Kampuchean side objected t.o it.

In November 1978, the Unit.ed St.ates sent. a not.e t.o the Securit.y
Council, drawing the lat.t.er's att.ent.ion to the explosive situat.ion along
the Viet Ham - Kampuchea border. But the Pal Pot. clique sent. a not.e
t.o the Securit.y Council, opposing any acts t.hat. might be decided upon by
the Council with regard to the Kampuchean issue. They did so because at.
that time, they were massing 19 out of a t.otal of 23 divisions along
Viet. Nam' s South-West.ern border, in an at.t.empt. t.o launch a large-scale
at.t.ack deep into Vietnamese t.errit.ory, directly threat.ening Ho Chi Minh
City, in coordination with the attacks to be launched by hundreds of
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thousands of Chinese troops deployed close to the Northern border of
Viet Nam.

Vle~ Ham persi&ted in seeking a negotiated settlement because it
attached great importance to the bonds of friendship with the Kampuchean
people, because it badly needed peace to rebuild the country and, also
because it always respected the principle of solving disputes between
countries through negotiations, on the basis of equality and respect for each
other's legitimate national rights.

That, however, does not mean to renounce one's legitimate right to
self-c.efence, to tie up one's 0""' hands when the enemIJ invade on'es country,
engage in wanton killing and destruction against one's people and country.

Driven into a situation when all their efforts to find a negotiated
solution to the questions concerning Viet Nam - Xampuchea relations were
systematically rebuffed by the Xampuchean side, and facing the danger
of a large-scale two-pronged offensive feverishly prepared b'l the Peking
expansionists, the Vietnamese people had no other alternative than to resort
to their legitimate right of self-c.efence to deal counter-blows at the
forces of aggression and war provocation with a vie" to defending their
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, and the lives and
propert'l of the people. In such a situation, any government that has
a sense of responsibilitl} to its nation, has to act in a resolute manner
and annihilate the aggressive forces at their very lairs and staging
bases, just as Tanzania had done in face of attacks launched bl} the Amin
clique. If the Vietnamese people had not in time defeated the aggressive
war launched from their South-Western border , and created favourable
conditions for the Xampuchean people to rise up to overthrow the Pal Pot 
Ieng Sary clique, the Vietnamese people would have been driven into a very
dangerous situation, because only a few weeks later, the Peking reactionaries
launched large-scale attacks with more than 600,000 troops on Viet Nam' s
Northern border.

- In order to cover up their hegemonistic policy, the Peking reactionary
rulers put forward allegations that they opposed Viet Nam because Viet Nam
wanted to establish an Indochinese federation, because Viet Nam was the
Soviet Union's henchman and, pursued a ·regional hegemony· policy in South
East Asia.

It is common knowledge that over the past 20 years, a prominent
feature of Peking politics "hich has become a ·State policy· consists
in calling those who are to be eliminated ·counter-revolutionary" elements
and those who are to be rehabilitated "revolutionaries·. The label
·great proletarian cultural revolution" has been used to destroy the
cultlJral heritage, carry out most barbarous crimes and acts of an anti
cultural character. They used to consider the U.S. imperialists the most
dangerous enemy of the Chinese people and of the world people, and to
say that the nature of imperialism would never change, today they consider
the U.S. the closest ally and call themselves the NATO of the East. As regards
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Viet Ham, when they had to win it over, they praised it to the skies, but
when this manoeuvre railed they tried by every means to weaken viet Ham
and stain its image in the world ..

I>.zring the past 2,000 years, long time before the Soviet Union came
into being, China had repeatedly invaded Viet Ham. Moreover, they have cut
orf aids ror countries which clearly have nO rriendly relations with the
Soviet Union and were considered once their closest allies. They ha.ve made
such a volte-race against these countries only because the lat:t:er reruse
to tail arter China and collude with the U.S. imperialists.

In order too consolidate their rule over Viet HaJII, Laos and Kampuchea,
the French colonialists created French Indochina. In order to right:
against the common enemy, the revolutionaries of the three countries
founded the Indochinese Communist Party and concemplated 'to create
af"ter "the triumph or t;})t! revolution, an Indochinese federation, in accordance
with the aspirations of the three peoples and on a voluntary basis; in 1951,
when the revolution in 'the three countries had become mature, at the proposal
of the Vietnamese communists, the Indocbinese Communist Party declared
its dissolution and since then, the Party of the working class of each
country has been responsible for the leadership of the revolutionary
struggle in each country, and at the same ~ime, the three parties united
with each other in the struggle against t:lle common enemy. And since then,
the question of the Indochinese federa'ti.on has no longer been raised. As
a signatory to the 1954 Geneva Agreement:s on Indochina, the 1962 Geneva
Agreement on Laos and the 1973 Paris Agreement on Viet Ham, Viet Ham has
solemnly undertaken to respect the independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Laos and Kampuchea. Over the past years, the
leaders of the three countries have reaffirmed, in a number of joint
statements, their commitment to respect edch o'ther's independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity, to unite and help each other in
the struggle against the common enemy as well as in national cons'truetion
to bring prosperity to each count.ry in accordance with its own way;
beside, the Vietnamese armed forces after having defeated the colonialists
and the U.S. imperialists in Laos and Kampuchea, voluntarily withdrew,
in respect of t:he independence and sovereignty of Laos and Kampuchea.,
Chinese slanderous charges that Viet Ham set up the so-called Indochinese
rederation while it no longer exists and while the three peoples are
strengthening their solidarity against the common enemy are only aimed
at undermining the solidarity bet:ween the three Indochinese peoples.

Over the pas~ 30 years, to justify their ~ar of aggression against
the Vietnamese people I the colonialists and U.S. imperialists have used
such arguments as ·opposing communist aggression and expansion- and ·Viet Nam
being the agent or the Soviet Union and China". Today, the Peking ruling
circle are rehashing the U.S. imperialist:s' arguments in the hope or
justifying their two criminal wars or aggression against Viet Ham from
the South-West: and the North and their hostile policy toward the
SOCialist Republic or Viet Ham.

- The Chinese ruling circle have arrogantly reserved ror themselves
the right to "teach Viet Nam a lesson" and continue to threaten to "give

Viet Ham a second lesson-, even -many more lessons·.

Previously, in August 1964, the U.s. imperial~sts invented the Bdc BD
(Tonkin) Gulr incident to have a pretext ror reprisal and attack the Democratic
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Republic or Viet Nam. Today, the Chinese rulers are repeating all the U.S.
allegations and ways or acting, using the pretext or 'launching counter
ofrensive in self-defence- "to cover up their design to invade and annex
Viet Nam. When attacking Viet Nam, they claimed that Viet Nam had
engaged in border provocations a.gainst China, when sitting at" the negotiation
table they categorically rejected the Vietnamese side's three-point proposal
on urgent measures to put an end to armed provocations and to ensure peace
and stability in border areas of th~ two countries, to restore normal
relations and to settle border and territorial problems between the
two countries. It is evident that they are deliberately maintaining a
permanent threat o~ waI, coupled with an anti-Viet Nam ca.rrrpaign in the
political rield and with economic blockade in an attempt to weaken and
subdue Viet Nam.

Like the U.S. imperialists who gave themselves the right to be
an international gendarme, 'the Chinese rulers have claimed the right to
-give a lesson- to any nation which refuses to obelJ them, thus t::.ramplinq
underfoot the U.N. Charter and the most fundamen~al principles of internationdl
la....

It is necessary to reSOlutely check this insolent and roolish policy
based on the law or the jungle which is being practised by the Chinese
rulers, otherwise, a dangerous precedent will be created in international
relations and the green light will be given to the coun-tries advocat.ing an
expansionist and big-nation hegemonist:ic policy to at:tack and invade other
countries as they lik~, thus sabotaging the peace and securiey of other
nations and plunging mankind into a catastrophic war.

This is all "the more imperative, as 'the Chinese leadership are
feverishly stepping up preparations for a new miliearlj ~dventure, do new
aggression against v~et: Ham. They are massing important forces close to
the Sino-Vietnamese border, intensifying armed provocations, in grass
viola-tion of 'the land, airspat::e and territorial wat.ers of the Socialist
Republic ot: Viee Nam. The!! are unceasingly carrying out a propaganda
campaign to arouse anti-Viet N4JD. chauvinistic and big-nat.ion reelings among
the Chinese people. They are increasingly stepping up subversive
activities in La.os and threatening to invade that country. Hoping
desperately to reimpose the genocidal regime on the Kampuchean people, they
are trying to help a handrul or PoI Pot - Teng Sary bandits to undermine
the independence and sovereignty or Kampuchea and to prevent the
Kampuchean people rrom building a ne'" lire. They are striving to
closely collude with the imperialist rorces and enticing some
backward circles in South-East Asian countries to lend .. helping hand
to the PoI Pot bandits to oppose the just cause or Viet Nam, Kampuchea
and La.os.

3. The situation as expounded above .shows that the Chinese rulers) in
collusion with the U.S. imperialists and the other reactionary forces,
in vociferously defending the principle of non-interference in other country's
internal arrairs, derending the right to selr-determination or the Kampuchean
people, demanding that Viet Nam withdra... its troops rrom Kampuchea and
clamouring for a solution to the so-called -Kampuchean question- in fact
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aim at denying the Kampuchean people their right to self-determination,
opposing the Kampuchean People's Revolutionary Council which is actually
controlling lCampuchea. opposing the SOcialist Republic of Viet Nam. In
reality, they try to restore the genocidal regime in Kampuchea, to
realize their wild ambition to subdue and annex the three indochinese
countries and use Indochina as a springboard for expansion to South East Asia.

It is necessary to shed light on the fact that those who are acting as
if they were most concerned about the right to self-determination of the
Kampuchean people and are clamouring for withdrawal of Vietnamese troops
from Kampuchea are the ones who have most frantically opposed the
independence and sovereignty of the three Indochinese countries. Over
the past 2,000 years, China has repeatedly invaded Viet Nam and over
the last 30 years it has left nO stone unturned in its attempt to subdue
and annex th" Indochinese countries. and pave the way to the conquest of
south-East Asia. The United States carried out the most brutal war of
aggression ever known in history against the three Indochinese peoples,
Japan once invaded and occupied the Indochinese countries. Australia sent
its troops to help the U.S. expeditionary corps fight against the Vietnamese
people. Many ASEAN countries cooperated with the United States in various
froms, inclUding the disptach of troops to help the United States in its war
of aggression against the Indochinese peoples.

Those who most noisily oppose the legal presence of Vietnamese
armed forces in Kampuchea are those who are trying to maintain and
suppor~ the presence in foreign countries of the biggest expeditionary corps.
The United States has more than a million troops and thousands of military
bases 1:hroughout; 'the world. China. is oceupljing part: of the territory of neighbour
ing countries, the Hoang Sa (Pardcels) Islands of Viet Nar.t and a number
of places along Viet Nam's Northern border. Japan is allowing the United
States eo station troops on Okinawa, one of the biggest U.S. military bases in
Asia. Many ASEAN countries have been and are allowing the United States
to station troops and se~ up military bases On their territories and are
calling on the United States to increase its military presence in South
East Asia. A number of territories are under illegal occupation by
foreign troops, in violation of the resolutions of the U.N. General Assembly.

Those who are most vociferously sland,ering Viet Nam, accusing Viet Nam
of invading Kampuchea as if they were concerned w1 th the defence oE the
principle of abstaining from military intervention in other countries are
those who supported and encouraged the Peking reactionaries when the latter
sent 600,000 troops to invade Viet Ham .. They are in ~act encouraging
China to step up preparations for a second war of aggression against
Viet Nam, to threaten to invade Laos and to attempt to restore the
genocidal regime in Kampuchea ..

The ASEAN countries know very well that VieC Ham will never send
its troops to Thailand or any other Southeast Asian country. Viet Nam is
willing to forget the past and look to the future to build and develop,
together with the other Southeast Asian countries, relations of friendship
and long-term cooperation in the interests of each country and for
the sake of peace and stabil~ty in the region, in accordance with the
principles laid down in the joint statements between Prime Minister Pham

,Van Dong and the leaders of the ASEAN countries. Viet Nam has proposed to
establish a zone or peace and neutrality and sign a treaty of mutual non
aggression between Viet Nam and each member of the ASEAN. But while refusing
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to accept Vietnamese peace proposals, the ASEAN members invariably followed
the Peking rulers in accusing Viet Nam of threatening Thailand and
fabricated the 50-called danger of aggression by Viet Ham. One can only
interpret such an attitude of the ASEAN members as ·a double-dealing game·
against Viet Ham, a manoeuvre to cover up their assistance to
the genocidal Po1 Pot clique and an interference in the internal affairs of
Kampuchea.

In the past, the United States made a mistake in waging a war of
aggression against Viet Ham and the Indochinese countries. This war has
left lasting consequences for the United States. At present, in
collusion with China to oppose Viet Ham and the Indochinese peoples, the
United States is making another mistake and certainly this will bring
about disastrous consequences to the United States.

Obviously those who pretend to show their greatest concern about
the right to self-determination of the Kampuchean people are the Chinese
reactionaries, the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces who have
trampled most brazenly upon the independence and freedom of the Kampuchean
people. As a matter of fact, they do not ...ant to recognize the Kampuchean
people's right to fight and overthrow the genocidal Pal Pot - Ieng Sary
regime, to regain their right to live and defend their country's independence
and sovereignty. They do not want to recognize the Vietnamese people's
right to exercise their legitimate right of self-defence to fight back
against the aggressors, and they do not want to recognize the Vietnamese
and Kampuchean peoples'S right to help each other in the struggle against
the common enemy, for the defence of the independence and freedom of each
country.

*
* *

In short, the essence of the present situation in Kampuchea is neither
the question of withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea, nor that
of finding a political solution to the so-called ·Kampuchean question·.
The actual problem is that the policy of aggression and expansion pursued by
the Chinese rulers in connivance with the U.S. imperialists and other
reactionary forces is seriously threatening the independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Viet Nam, Laos and Kampuchea and seriouslY
endangering the independence, peace, and stability of Southeast Asian
countries and threatening world peace. Therefore, it is an imperative task
now to unmask, sternly condemn and at the same time, take effective measures
to check in time the criminal schemes that the Peking reactionaries are
hatching against the Indochinese peoples, the Southeast Asian countries,
in an attempt to undermine peace and stability in this region and in
the world.


