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INTERNATIONAL OVBNANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 3 STATUS OF THE

INTERNATIONAL CO\'ENANT ON E@NO!,IIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGIITSi, TIIE INTERNATIONAI, @VENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICA',
RIGHTS AND THE OPTIONAI, PROSOC$L TO AHE INTERNATIONAL

@VENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAI RIGHTS

Report of the Secre Eary-General

1. The General Assenbly by its resolution 22OO A (xxl) of 15 Decenb€r 1966
adopted and opened for signature, ratification or accession, the Internatlonal
Covenant on Bconomic' S€iaI and Cultural Rights, the IncernaEional Covenant on
Civil antl Polit.ical Rights anal the Opeional Protocol to the International Covenane
oh Ci.vil and Polilical RighCs, and expressed the hoPe that the CovenanEs and the
optional Prococol eould be signett, raEified or acceded Eo withouE delay and {ouLd
cone into force at an early date. The Assenbly also requested tbe Secretary-
General to submit. to it aE its tuEure sessions reports concerning Ehe status of
ratifications of che Covenants and of the optional Prolocol. In resPonse to Ehat
request' tePorts on the Etatus of the International Covenanes and the Optional
Protocol bave been submilted annually to the Assenbly since iEs Ewenty-second
Eesaion in 1967.

2. Both Covenants and the Optional Protocol were oPened for signalure al New york
on 19 Decenber 1956. In accordance ttith their resPective Provisiohg, l,/ the
International Covenant. on Econonic, social and Cultural Rights €ntered into force
on 3 .tanuary 1975, the International @venanE on civil and Folitsical Rights enEered
inEo torce on 23 Uarch 1975, and the Optional Protocol. Eo the International
Covenant on Civil anal political RighEs, havlng received tbe required nunber of
ratifications or accessions, entered into force ainultaneously tdith that Covenant
on 23 r,ia rch 1975.
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3. By its resorution 391135 of 14 Decenber 1984, Ehe cenerar Assembty again urgedall states that. had not yet done go to becone parties to both covenancs, as cell asto consider acceding to the optional protocol to the rnternational covenanE on
Civil and Political Rights and invited the SEatea partiea to the Ihternatlonal
covenant on Civil and Political Rights to consider making the declaration provided
for in article 41 of the CovenanC. The Assembly a16o requested Ebe Secretary-
General to subnit to it. at its fort.ieth session a report on the status of Ehe
Covenants and the Optional Protocol.

4. As at. I Septenber 1985, t.he International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultura1 Rights bad been raEified or acceded to by 84 States. the Intefnational
covenant on civil and poli t.ical Rights had been ratified or acceded to by g0 states
and Ehe Optional Protocol to the InEernaEional Covenan! on Civil and political
Rights had been ratif i.ed or acceded to by 35 States. In attdit.ion, 9 S[aCes had
signed the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural. Rights, l0
staees had signed the rnternational covenant on civil and polilicaL Rights and
7 scaEes bad signed the optional protocol. The tist ot sta[es which have slgned,ratified or acceded to the covenanBs and tbe opt,ionar protocor and the dates of
their signatures, ratificaEions or accessions appear in anneres I to III of the
present report.

5. UPon ratification of the fnEernat.ional Covenant on Civil and polit.ical Rights,
or subsequenely, the GovernrFnts of Au3t.ria, Canada, Denrnark, Ecuador, Finland,
Gernany, f'ederal. n€public of, Iceland, Italy, Luxenbourg, tbe Netherlands,
Nes zealand, Norway, peru, senegal. spain, sri Lanka, s$eden and the united Kingdorlof Great Brilain and Northern rrerand have nade lbe declaration provideal for in
article 41 of the @venant, recognizing the conpetence of the Buman Rights
coDrnittee establisbed under articre 28 of the covenanE to receive and consider
comnunications to Ebe effecc that a state party claims that another state party is
not fulfirlinq its obligations under ttle covenant. The provisions of article 4l
enlered into force on 28 March t9?9 in accordance eith paragraph 2 of that arclcle.
6. Aa regards the inplenentation of the rnternationar covenant on Econonic,social and culturar Rights, the sessional working croup of covernnental Experts onthe Implenenlation of tbat covenant, establisheal in accordance with Economic and
social Council resolution L,BZ/33 of 6 li{ay l9g2 and Council decision 1928,/lO of
3 May l9?8, held its seventh session at united Natlons Headquarters fron 22 Aprilto 9 I'tay 1985. The croup waa conposed of the follouirq oenbers elected by the
Council fron anong the States partles to lhe Covenant3 Bulgaria, Denmark, Ecuador,
France, Gernan Democraeic Republic, Japan, Kenya, Uexico, peru, Senegal, Spain,
Tunisia and Union of Soviet Seialist Republics.

7. At its seveneh session, the Group of ExperEs considered reports subnitted by
StaCes Parties under the first, second and Chird alages of the progranne
established by Ecohornlc and Social Council resolucion l9B8 (LX) of lI May 19Z6
concerning rights covered by articles 6-9, IO-12 and 13-15 of the @venant. The
Group subnitted a report to the Econornic and social council at its first regular
session of I985 (E/L985/L8\ r naklng suggestions and recomrendat.iona concerningissues arising froD the consideration of reports subrDitted by StateE parEiea 6nder
the Covenant. In accordance with paragraph lO of Council reiolution 1994,/9 the
GrouP al'so considered the question of the revlew of its conposilion, organization
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and adminisEraeive arrangements and included suggestions on this natter in its
report. lo the Couhcil.

8. By its resolution 1985,/l? of 28 May I-995, the Econornic and Social @uncil,
inter alia, decided that the Group of E(perts would be renaned ',Conmif,tee on
Economic, soc iar and curturar Rights"t that. the conni ctee eourd have rg m€nbers who
tould b€ experta $ith recognized conpetence in the field of hurnan rights, servingin their personal capacity, due consideration being given to equitable geographical
distribution and to the lepresentation of different forns of social and Legal
systensi and thal 15 seats lrould be equally distributed anong the regional groups,
lrhile the additionaL 3 seats would be arlocated in accordance {ith the increase in
the total nurnber of states parties per regional group. rn the same resoluEion the
Council decided Chat the rnembers of the Comnit.tee would be elected by the Council
by secret ballot fron a list. of persons noninated bV States parties to the
Covenant. They would be elected for a term of four years and would be eliglble for
re-election at the end of their terns, if renoninatedi that on€ half of the
rnenbership of the C,onnittee would be r€bet,ed every second yeart that. tshe first
erections would take place during the firs! regular session of 1986 of the councitt
that the Eerms of office of nenbers elected to the C.onni t Eee would begin on
I ilanuary following their election and expire on 3I Decenber follouing the elecEion
of nenbers that were to succeed then as menbers of the @mmitteei and lhat
subsequent elections uould take prace every second year during the rirs! regurar
session of the Councll. The Cannittee would neet annually for a period of up to
three reeks, Caking into account the nunber of reporCs to be exarnined by the
@nnllbee, t'ith the venue alternating betFeen Geneva and New york. The Cor0nittee
rrould subni t. to lhe Council a report on its activities, including a strmmary of its
considerati.on of lhe reports submitted by states parEies to Ehe covenant, and sould
nal(e suggestions and recomtnehdations of a general nature on the basis of its
consideration of those reports and of the retrxrrEs subnitted by the specialized
agencies, in order to assist the Councj.l to fulfiI. in particular, its
respons ibil i ! ies under arEicles 2I and 22 of tbe Covenant. The procedures and
nett]ods of uork establisbed by Council resolutions lggS (LX) , LgTg/A3 and 1982/33
and decisions f978l10 and l98I/158 t ould remain in force in so far as they eere not
superseded or nodified by resolution L9A5/L7. Bhe Council was to review the
composiEion' organization and adninistrative arrangements of the Comrnittee at itsfirsE regular s€ssion of 1990, and subsequently every five years, taking into
account the principle of equitabte distribu!ion of iCa nenbership.

9. By its decision 1985/132 of
naintaining Ehe current pregramne
rePoreing procedure under articLe
periodicity of reporting under the
procedure.

28 l.{ay 1985, Ehe C.ounc il decialed, while
of biennial reports for the first
16 of the Covenant, to prolong by
second and subsequenE cycles of

cycle of the
one year the

the report ing

Civil anal
session at the

i ts
to 12 April 198 5

fron 8 to

10. As regards the inplenentation of lhe International Covenane on
Political Rights, the Hunan Rights @nnit.tee helal its teenty-third
United Natiohs Office at Geneva fron 22 October to 9 Novenber 1984,
tsenty-fourth session at United NaCions Headquarters fron 25 uarch
and its twenty-fifCh session at. the United Nalions Offic€ at Geneva
26 iluly 1985. In accordance witb arlicle 45 of the Covenant and article 6 of lhe
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OPtional Protocol, the Co Dittee has subnit.ted its annual reporE' through the
Econonlc and Social @uncil, to the General Assenbly !t itE fortieth session, 2/
which covers the activities of the ConDirbee aC iEs trenly-thlrd, tsenty-fourlh and
trenty-f if th sesaions.

tI. By its aleciston
decideal' inter alia,
report of the Huroan
fortieth se33ion.

Note6

L/ ArtlcLe 27 of the Internatl,onal Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural
Rights, article 49 of the Internatlonal Covenant on Civil and Folitical nights 8nd
article 9 of Ehe Optional Protocol.

u official Records of tbe
w (A/{o/40).

1985/f17 of 24 tlay 1985' the Econonic and social Council
Eo auEtroriae Ehe secretary-G€neral to trananiE the annual

Righta CooEittee directly to tbe General Assetlbly at its



SEale

Afghanistan

Alger ia
Argentina

Auatralla
AusBr ia
Ba rbados

BeIg iun

Bolivia
Bulgaria
Byelorusslan Sovlet socialisE

Republic

Canqroon

c5 nad a

Central African Republ lc
cbile
china b/
Colcrnbia

Congo

Coata Rica

Cyprua

Czecboalovakia

Denocratic Kanpuchea

Democra cic Peopler s Republic
of Korea

Denna r k

Dominican Republ ic
Ecu6dor

ANNEX I

DaEe of aiqnature

10 December 1958

19 February 1958

18 Deceruber 1972

I0 Decenber 1973

10 Decenber 1968

8 Octob€r 1968

19 March 1968

.L6 septenber 1.969

2I Decenber 19 56

19 Decenber 1955

9 January 1967

? October 1968

17 october 1980

20 uarch 1958

29 septemb€r 1967
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Date of receipt. of the
instrunent. of raFif icatton

or accesston

2{ January LgA3 a/

I0 Decenber 197 5

I0 SePEemb€r 1978

5 January 1973 A/
2l April 1983

12 Augu8t L9A2 a/
21 sepEenbe r 19 70

12 Novenbe r 19 73

2? June L984 a/
L9 r4a! L9?6 a/
I !,ray 1981 q/

l0 February 1972

29 october 19 59

5 Oc tober L983 9/
29 Noveftber 1968

2 April 1969

12 Decenber 19 75

14 septeraber L98L a/
6 itanuary 19 72

4 ,January L978 a/
6 t{a rch 1959
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SCate

Esvpts

El Salvador
Finland

France

Gabon

Ganbia

German Democratic Republic

Gernany, Federal Republic of
Greece

Guinea

Guyana

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland
Ind ia

fran (Islanic Republic of)
fraq
Ireland
Isr aeL

Italy
.tama ica

,Japan

,Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Li ber ia
Libyan Arab .Iamahiriya

Luxembourg

Madagasca r
MaI i
l.lalta

Mauritius

Date of signature

4 Augusr 1967

2I Septenber 196?

ll Octob€r 196?

27 March 19 73

9 OcCober 1968

28 February 1957

22 August. 1958

19 December 1966

25 March 1969

30 Decenber 1968

4 April 1958

18 February 1.969

I october 1973

19 Decenbe r 19 66

18 ilanua ry 1967

19 Decenber 1966

30 May 1978

30 June 19 72

l8 April L967

26 November 1974

14 April 1970

22 Oclober 1.958

Date of receipt of the
inscrument of rat if ica tion

or accesston

l{ January 1982

30 lbvenber 1979

19 Augus t. 19 75

4 November L980 a/
2I January L9A3 a/
29 Decenber L978 Z/
I Novenber 19 ?3

17 December 197 3

15 May 1985 a/
24 .tanuary 19 78

15 February 19 77

17 February L9AL a/
I7 January 19 74

22 August. 1979

10 April L979 a/
24 .tune 1975

25 January 19 71

15 september 19 78

3 October 19 75

21 .Iune 1979

28 l{ay 1.9 75

L t ay L972 A/
3 Novenber L972 g/

15 May 1970 a,/

18 August. I98 3

22 September l97I
16 .tuLy L97 4 a/

12 December f973 g/

/-..
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Date of receipt of lhe
inatrunenC of rati.f ication

State

Mex ico

Mongolia

lilorocco

Net.herlands

Ner Zealand

Nicaragua

Nornay

Panana

Peru

Phil ippines
Foland

FortugaI
Rooania

Raranda

Saint. Vi.ncent and the Grenadines

Senegal,

SoLmon Islands
Spain

Sri Lanka

Surinane

Sreden

Syrian Arab Republic
Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tuni s i.a

Ukrainian Soviet Soc lalist
Republic

Union of Soviet Soc ialist
Republ i c s

United Kingdon of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania

Date of signature

5 ilune 1968

19 January 19 77

25 June 1969

12 Novenber 19 68

20 arch 19 68

27 July 19 75

lI August 197?

19 Decenb€r 1966

2 March 196?

7 octob€r 1976

27 June 1968

5 ituly 1970

28 septenb€r 1976

29 September 1967

30 Aprtl 19 68

20 uarch 1968

18 uarch 1968

16 septerlbe r 1968

23 Irlarch f981 g/
I8 tlcvenb€r 19 74

3 uay 19 79

ll December 19 78

28 Decembe r 1978

12 tita rch 1980 a/
l3 septenber 19 72

I March 1977

28 April 19 78

7 June 19 74

18 !,tarch 1977

3l JuIy 19 78

9 December 19 74

16 April L975 e/
9 Novenb€ r I98L a/

13 February 1978

l? March L982 9/
27 ApriI 1977

11 June L98O a/
28 Decenber L976 a/
6 Decenbe r 19 7l

2I April L969 a/
24 ttlay ].98A a/
8 December 1.978 a/

18 March 19 69

12 Novenbe r 1973

16 october 1973

20

II
May 1976

.Iune 1975 a,/
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SEaEe

United Statea of America

Uruguay

venezuela

Viet Nan

Yugoslavia

Zaire
Zanbia

Date of s ignaEure

5 October 1977

21 February 1957

24 June 1969

I August 1967

Date of receipt of, the
instrurEnt of ratif ication

or acceasion

I April 197 0

l0 ltay 1978

24 Septenber 1982 1/
2 June 1971

1 Noveeber L976 g/
l0 April L984 g/

!/ Accession-

E/ Follosing on the adopcion by the ceneral Assembly of resolutior,
2758 (XXVI) of 25 October I97l on Ehe restoraEion of the larful rights of the
Peoplers Republic of China in the United Nations, the Minister for Foreign Affairg
of the People's Republic of china, by a noEe addressed to the Secreta ry-General,
received on 29 Septenbet L972, atated:

'1. vlith regartl to the nultilateral Ereaties signed, ratifieal or acceded
to by the detuncE Chinese governn€nt before the esEablishnent of the Peopl'e I s
RePublic of China, my GovernnenC aill exanine all their contents before making
a decision in the lighf of the circunscances as to whether or not they ahould
be recognized.

"2. As fron l OcEober 1949, the day of the founding of the Peoplers
Republic of China, the Chiang (ai-shek clique has no righE a! all to rePresenc
china. Its signaEure and ratlfication of, or accesaion to' any nultilaceral
trealies by usurping the nare of rChinar are aL1 illegal and null and void.
My GovernnenE si,!.I study these rDullilateral treaties before naking a decision
in the tiEht of the circunstances as to rrheEher or not tbey should be acceded

The lists in annexes I to III therefore do not include the signaEure ot the
tl'o Covenanes and the Optional Protocol on behalf of the trRepublic of China" on
5 October 19 67.

9/ Date of reception of notification of succession.
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State

Afghanislan

Alger ia
Argentlna

Australi.a
Augtrl.a b/
Ba r bados

Belgiurl

Bolivia
Bulgarla

EyeloruaBian soviet sociallst
RepubI ic

Calneroon

Canada b/
Central Af rican Republic
Ch lle
China q/
CoIonbl6

Congo

Coa ta Rica

CYPrus

Ctechoalovakia

Defiocratic KaEpuchea

Denocra t lc peoplers Republlc
of Korea

Dennark b/
Doninican Republic

F,cuador 9/
EgyPt

AIII{EX I I

Date of Elanature

lq Decenb€r 196E

19 February 1958

18 Deceober 1972

I0 DeceDber 1973

l0 Deceaber 195E

8 octob€ r 1968

19 l,tarch 1968

15 SePtenber 1959

2l December 1966

19 Decenbe r 1966

19 Decenber 1955

7 october 1958

17 octob€r 1980

20 lGrch 1968

{ April 1968

4 August 1967

Date of receipt of th.

@
24 January L9A3 2/

13 August 1980

I0 Sept€nber 1978

5 Janua ry L973 !/
2L AprU 1983

12 Auguat L982 !/
12 SePtenber 1970

12 Novenber 19 73

27 atune I98l !/
19 trlay 1976 a,/

8 uay 1981 g,/

l0 February 1972

29 ocrober 1969

5 october L983 a/
29 Nove0ber 1968

2 April 1969

23 Decenber 19 75

14 Septenber 1981 g/
5 January lr?2
4 .tanuary 1978 a/
6 uarch 1969

14 ilanuary 1982
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state

El salvldor
Finland !/
lrance
@bon

Ci.nbia

GerrDan DeDoctatlc Rcpubl lc
Geroany, Seaeral Rapublic ot b/
Gulnea

Guyana

Bonduraa

Hungary

Iceland !,/
Inal la

Iran ( Isl,aolc R.publ,lc oft
Irag
Irehnd
Iarael
Italy !/
alanalca

Jrpan

Jordan

Renya

L€banon

Liberla
Liby.n Arab il$chlriya
I xeobourg b,/

MadagaBcar

Mali
llaur i ti ua

Ue:{ico

!,iongolla

Data of sl,qnaturc

2l SepteDb€r 1967

ll october 1957

27 ua Ech 1973

9 octob€r 1968

28 February 1967

22 Aug u6t. 1968

19 Decenber 1965

25 ttarcb 1969

30 Decenber I96E

Aprll 1958

FebEuary 1959

october 1973

Decenber 1965

ilanuary 1967

D€ceobeE 1956

uay 1978

itune l9 72

18 April 1967

26 Novenbe! I97{
l7 septenb€r 1959

30 Novenbe r 1979

19 Augu€t 197 5

{ NoveEbe r f980 g/
21 January L983 !/
22 l,tarch L979 a/
I Novenb€r I9?3

l7 Decenber 19 73

24 January 1978

15 rebruary 19?7

17 atanuary 1974

22 AuguEt 1979

10 Aprll L979 a/
24 ,lune 1975

25 iranua ry 197I

15 september l9?8

3 Oclober 19 ?5

21, June 1979

28 litay 19 75

L |I,lay L972 a/
3 Novenber 1972 !/

Is uay 1970 g/
18 Auguet. 1983

2l June l97I
15 July 1974 al
12 Decenber L973 a/
23 ltarch L98l fol
l8 Novernber L9?4

4

l8
I

l9
l8
l9
30

30

5 ilune 1968
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State

l{orocco

tletherlande b/
New Zealanat !,/
Nicaragua

Norsay g/
PanaDa

Peru b/
Phil ipplnes
Foland

Fortugal
Ronania

Rr.a nda

Sa1ne Vincent and lhe Grenrdlnes
Senegal b/
spain 9/
Srl Lanka b/
Surinme

Sseden V
Syrian Arab Republlc
llogo

Trinidad ar*t Tobago

Tunisia
Uktainian Soviet Soc lal,t e t

RepubLic

Union of Soviet Soctalisc.
Republi,cs

United Kingdon of creat Britaln
and Northern Irelantl g/

United R€public of fanzania
United States of ArDerlca

Uruguay

venezuela

Date of slgnature

19 .tanuary l9??
25 June 1969

12 Noveob€r 1968

20 tlarch 1968

27 JuIy 1976

11 August 1977

19 Decenber 1965

2 narch 1957

7 October 1976

27 June 19 68

6 atuly t 9?0

28 Septenber 19?6

29 septenber 1967

30 April 1968

20 uarch 1968

l8 March 1958

15 septenber 1968

5 Octob€r 1977

2l Sebruary 1967

24 June 19 69

or accessLon

3 uay 19 79

ll llecenber 1978

28 Decenber 19 78

l2 Ua rch LggO a/
13 Septeober 1972

I Uarch 1977

28 Aprll 1978

l8 ttarch 19 77

15 June l9?8
9 Decenbe r 19 74

16 Aprtl L975 ful
9 tlovenber L98L g/

13 February 1978

27 April 19 ?7

11 June L980 {
28 Deceobe r L976 a/
6 Deceober I9?I

2r AprtL L969 a/
24 r4ay L9A4 a/
2l Decenber L978 a/
l8 Uarctr 1969

l2 Novenber 19 73

16 October t 973

20 May 1.9 76

1l atune 1976 a/

1 April 1970

10 li{ay 1978
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SEate

Viet Nan

Yugoslavia
Zaire
ZaBbia

Date of a iqnature

8 Augusl 195?

24 septenb€r l9Az a/
2 ilune l9?I
1 Novenber L976 al

l0 April L984 a/

t/
y/

9/

Accession.

titaale the declaration under article

see annex I, footnote !,/.

41 of the Covenant.



Auatrla
Ba rbados

Bol lvla
CaDeroon

Canada

Central Af rican Republic
China b/
CoLombia

Congo

Co6ta Rica

Clrpr us

Dennark

Doninican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
Finland

France

Guinea

Ilonduras

Iceland
Italy
,Jama ica
Luxenbourg

l,l,adagaacar

Uaurit.ius
NetherLands

ANNEX IrI

Date of slgnature

10 Decenber 19 73

21 D€cenb€ r 19 65

1,9 Decenber 1966

19 Decenber 1965

20 March 1968

4 April 196g

2I Septenber 195?

11 Deceober 1967

19 March l.9?5

19 Deceuber 1966

30 April 19?6

19 Decenber 1966

17 Septenb€r 1969

25 June 1969
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Date of receipt of the
inatrunent of ratif ication

or acceagion

5 \tanuary L973 a/
l2 August 1982 ll
27 atune L981 a/
L9 t4ay L976 a/
8 uay f98f e,/

29 october 19 69

5 October f983 g/
29 Noverber 1968

6 alanuary 1972

4 Janua ry L97A a/
6 lilarch 1969

19 August. 1975

1.7 February L984 a/

l} Augu6t L979 a/
15 septenber l97g
3 October 1975

l8 August 1983 a/
2l June 1971

12 Decenber L973 a/
lI Decenber 1978
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Stale

Nicaragua

Noreay

Panana

Peru

Philippines
Fortugal
Sainb Vincent and the GrenaAinea

Dlte of signature

t{arch 1968

July 1976

August. 1977

Decenb€r 1955

August. I978

6 July 1970

29 septenber 1967

2I Februlry 1967

15 Noveober 1976

12 lrarctt 1980 e/
13 sePtenber 1972

I rbrch 1977

3 october 1980

3 Hay I98 3

9 Novenber fgel g/
13 February l9?8

25 January Lge5 g/
28 Decenber L976 {
6 Decenber l97l

lf $bvenber L98O !/
I April l9?0

l0 l,|ay 1978

I llovenber L976 a/
10 April L9A4 a/

20

27

II
l9
I

Senegal

Spa in
suri.naDe

sre den

Trinidad and Tobago

Uruguay

venezuela

zaire
zanbia

9/

\/

Acceasion.

see annex I, fooEnote !/.




