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THE VIETNAMIZATION OF KAMPUCHEA: 
A P"nOCESS OF ABSORPTION OF A PEOPLE AND NATION 

ia brief ' sunxxg up through official stafemexs and the media) 

A. THE REAL OBJECTIVE OF VIETNAMESE 
INVASION AND OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA: 
INOOCHINLSE FEDERATION 

. . . "%e real. +.. cbjeczive of Vietnam has been always to annex Kampuchea 
into a 't'ierr.amese "Indochicese Federation" whic'n wiil become later or, the 
"Great 11 Vietnam . fe 

The Vietnamese Communist Parsy was named at the beginning, 
"Indochinese Cxnmks: ?arty". In 1051, it changed its name to "Viet- 
namese Workers ' Party". Article 12 of Chapter Three of the Manifesto 
and ?lattorm of the Parry issued in February 1951,reads as follows: 

.., the pecple of Viernam are willing tc enter into long term 
co-o;eretion wl:h the people of Laos and Cambodia, with a view to bringing 
about 82 independent, free, strong and prosperous federation of the States of 
Vietnm, Lacs an8 Ca3lbodia." 

A f?v wee:<5 af'ter the puSlicaticn of that document, at the 
'Ya:ional Csngress cf Unification" which merged the Viezminh Front into the 
-: -en Vie:, Eo Cki Winh stated: "'I am all the more happy that our people have 
beer. joined by the two brcther pecples, Cambodia and Laos. We are going to 
rea';-e seen --"- the peat union of Vietnam-Lacs-Cmbodia." (quoted from 
"'Jci:~ =? ‘v'ie.:naT.", 19 March 1951) 

directive 
Even more explicitly, a "top secret" Vie~samese Workers' Party 

c<rcuiated 8 months later informed Parzy members -chat "later on, 
when cccd.iticcs perzit this to be carried out, the three revolutionary parties 
of Vietnam, Cszbodia and Laos will be reunited to Zorm a single Party." 

02 2L February 1951, Vietnam News Agency wrote: 
,I . . . The Vietzish league is now planning to unite the national united fronts 
cf Viec,wT, Lacs ar.9 Ca!!bodia into a nation52 united Front of Indochina, 

. . 
WhiCZl Will be calLe2 the Indochina Wazional Independence League." 11 

.m - *-. .w -r-$ s-v- j4 I-  S;k. .“.“..;.~,‘~~~~~c~~ 
& B/40/636 

Ll "Vietnamese Communism, its origins and developments" by Robert F. Turner - 
Hoover Institution Press - Standford UniVerSity - California 
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2. “,.* the peoples of Vietnam, Laoa and Kampuchea .., murt build 
ties of special soli&trity, strategic alliance and close combat coordination 
according to a commor. strstegic plan., . ‘Indochfnr is d single battlefield”. 
That is a strategic view point, a major lesson and a law governing the exir- 
tence and development of the three fraternal countrier, ,, , The rerolution 
of the 5th Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam point8 out: Vhe special 
relationship among Vietnam, Laos and Kdmpuchea conforms to tie law governi nq 
the development of the revolution in the three countries. It has a vl ta1 
significance for the destiny of the three nations.. .” ” 21 

That is the essence of the doctrine of the “Indochina Federation” 
and of the so-called “Vietnam-Kampuchea-Laos special friendship and rpecial 
solidarity”. 

3.‘?he Vietnamese in their historical background were not as communist, 
but as Vietnamese, In the 10th century, Vietnam was just a small tribe, a small 
nation, a small coun*ry near China called Tonkin. But after that, since they 
were ambitious people and they liked war, they went South, and made war againrt 
the Kingdom of Champc . They swallowed up the Kingdom of Champa which became in 
the 15th century Central Vietnam, Central Vietnam was a Muslim Kingdom before 
the 15th century calll?dChampa, After conquerring Champa, from the 15th century 
up to 18th century, they went South further and swallowed up South Cambodia 
which became in the 19th century South Vietnam. We, Cambodisnrr, still call South 
Vietnam: South Cambodia (Kampuchea Krom). 

‘%a means that the Vietnamese are very expansionists. If one 
studies the history of the Vietnamese, one can see that from a small country 
near the border of China, Vietnrrm became a big country with the North, the 
Cent-al and the South, The Central was s Muslim Kingdom called Champs which was 
swaliowed up by the Vietnaneec , and the South was South Cambodia (Kampuchea 
Krom) which also was swallowed up by the Vietnamese, 

“And now, since they have problems at home --overpopulated with 
nearly 62 KilLions-- and since Cambodia is underpopulated (5 millions) and 
weak bJt rich in agriculture , and when the Vietnamese lack fish, lack rice, 
lazk land in Vietnarr., they can find all those things in Cambodia. When they 
neerl tc have one par: cf their population leave Vietnam to occupy foreign land, 
they send them naturally to Laos and to Cambodia . . . they need what Hitler 
used to call a “vital space” : to expand the land to accommodate the surplus 
of their population inside Vietnam!’ Y 

a/ “The Vietnam People’s Army and its lofty international duty in friendly 
idmbodi a ” by General Le Due Anh, Connnandei-in-Chief of VfetIMJnese forces 
in Kdmpuched, and published by the Vietnam People’s Army mnthly magazine 
Tap Chi Qudn Doi Nhdn Dan (December 1984 I 

A/ His ROydl Highness Sdmdech NORODOM Sihdnouk, President of Democratic 
Kampuchea in his interview wf th Peter Mcgill, The Observer , Mdy 22,198s 

/ . . . 
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B. VHE PROCESS OF VIETNAMIZATION OF KAMPUCHEA 

b, “The present situation in Kampuchea has been worsening as a 
result of the fk.t that over and above 200,000 Vietnamese soldiers and 
thousands of “technicians” and “advisors” 
of our country, 

from Hanoi, who control a part 
there are about GOO,OOO Vietnamese settlers who have been 

sent to our country to exploit our land and rice-fields, our villager, 
forests, lakes and rivers, our coasts and other natural resource~,~’ i/ 

5. “The purpose of this transfer is to gradually populate Kampuchea 
with Vietnamese nationals and to conquer the Khmer people through sheer 
nurzbers with a view to reducing them to an ethnic minority in a Kampuchea to 
be incorporated in an “Indo-Chinese federation’ dominated by Vietnam, 

‘It must be stressed that the Vietnamese settlers in question 
are no ordinary immigrants, They are organized in units, divided into family 
groups and arne? and they are being used by the Vietnamese occupation force8 
to implement tncir policy of systematic Vietnamization of Kampuchea,” 11 

6, ‘L.) the Vietnazzese forces of aggression and colonization have 
caused immense destructions to Kampuchea and brought about death, mourning, 
sorrow as well as untold sufferings to the Kampuchean people by deliberately 
creating famine and using the most sophisticated conventional and chemical 
weapons. Hundreds of thousand8 of Kampuchean people have been killed, The 
eocio-economic environment has been ceaselessly deteriorating, The people of 
Kampuchea are exhausted. A great number of them, fleeing the Vietnmnerre inva- 
sion, have become refugees in foreign countries or in their own, in the libe- 
rated areas, controlled by the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, 

“Furthermore, since 1980, Vietnam has undertaken the physical 
“Vietnamizrtion” of Kampuchea. Having driven Kampuchean peasants from their 
lands and their anceetrol villages, they have gradually and systematically 
replaced them by hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese settlers who have expro- 
priated their natural wealth and resources. Entire regions of Kmpuchea are 
today reserved exclusively for these settlers, This is not a case of ordinary 
migration but rather a real policy of planned resettlement of the Vietnamese 
population aimed at altering the land’s legal status and the social, cultural 
and economic environment, and creating a population imbalance which ultimately 
threatens Kampuchea’s national identity, There is no worse misfortune for a 
people and a na%ion than to lose their identity. 

“In its history, Vietnam has demonstrated what it has been 
capable of. It has already “swallowed up” the Islamic Kingdom of Champa, 
making it the present Central Vietnam, after having annihilated the Cham 

i/Address by His Royal Highness Prince NORODOM Sihanouk, President of 
Democratic Kampuchea, before the 38th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly - 4 October 1983 

i/Statement by the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea - 
13 October 1983 - UN document A/38/510 

/  . I .  
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population. It has afterwards "swallowed up" a great part of Kampuchean 
territory in the delta of the Mekong river to make it as the present South 
Vietnam, where several millions of Kampuchean people having been 
"Vietnamjzsrl", have already lost their national identity." g/ 

7. 3ince the beginning of this year, more than 100,000 newly arrived 
Vietnamese se,ttlers have been added to the more than 600,000 already in place. 

', . . . recent visitors to Cambodia have reported seeing Vietnamese 
settlers who were clearly new comers and who spoke no Khmer. the name of the 
langutige and ethnic group of the Cambodian majority... A Western relief agency 
official who lived in Phnom Penh a few years ago said after a recent return 
trip that he was "amazed" at the number of Vietnamese settlers he saw. "The 
traders of farm product tend to be Vietnamese, not Khmer anymore", he said" 7/ 

"The number of Vietnamese who have come to settle in Cambodia 
has bten unceasingly increased,.. A simple walk on the bank of the Tonle Sap 
river enables us to notice the existence of allotments occupied mainly by 
Vietnemese on several Kilometers.... One interlocutor met by chance and asked 
about the Vietnmese presence, inunediately said that he would have problem 
with the police if it could be prov.rn that he had discussed this matter with 
a foreigner. "The Vietnamese are everywhere. They have come here in Cambodia 
as shop-keepers in the markets, workers or peasants," that interlocutor pointed 
out.... In Phnom Penh, in the heart of the city, Vietnamese families have 
opened rows of small stores --draperies, hardwares or restaurants-- where the 
photo of Ho Chi Minh occupies a place of honour inside . . . Around the capital, 
the AF? correspondent could also observe the villages inhabited mainly if not 
entisly by Vietnanzse... And he added that according to Cambodian witnesses, 
the Vietnamese civilians ar-i *,ve often in the region of Phnom Penh in truck- 
loads..." E/ 

"tJillibald Pahr, the former Austrian Foreign Minister who is 
rich- C?kr7a- - . . 3' the k:eXstional Conference on Kaquchea, ..,, said at 
a new'8 zOEfere3ce here the** infC.T.ation he had gathered indicated that 
at a minimuzz, 500,OCC Vietnamese had been settled in Cambodia, a country of 
6 zillion to 7 zillion people. "And I have heard figures much higher," Mr.Pahr 
added. "This must be of concern" he said, "to all those trying to re-establish 
the independence of Cambodia" " 9/ 

8, "Absolutely Vietnam wants Cambodia as its permanent Colony. 
Beca;ise there is a process of Vietnmization of Cambodia: VietnaIlIiZatiOIl Of 

f?/ Statement of His Royal Highness Prince NORODOM Sihanouk, President of 
Democratic Kampuchea, on the question of population - 25 April 1984 
for the International Conference on population, Mexico 6-13 August 1984 

7/ "Vietnam's Vietnam? Hanoi's forces bogged down next door" - William 
Branigin in The Washinqton Post - April 25, 1985 

s/ "Les Vietnamiens sont de plus en plus nombreux au Cambodge" - ALP special 
envoy Charles Antoine de Nerciat - AfP April 22, 1985 

z/ "Vietnamese influx in Cambodia stirs concern" by Barbara Crossette in 
The New York Times , September 9, 1984 

/ . . . 
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educational syatem, Vietnamisation of the population by marriage mixture, 
Vietnamization of the economy, Vietnamization of the adminirtrative 
apparatus” 101 

9. In the regions still under the control of the occupiers, the 
"Vietnamf za tion” in all fields continues unabated, In schools, meetingr 
and public places, the inculcation of the doctrine of “Indochina Federation” 
with Ho Chi Minh proclaimed as “the fdther of Indochinrn and the doctrine 
of’ “specf dl friendship Vietnam-Kampuchea” and “special friendship Vietnun- 
Kampuchea- Ldos” aims at eliminating the nationalism and national identity 
of the people of Kampuchea. 

The history of Kampuchea is being rewritten accordingly by 
the Vietnamese. “Most of the teaching books are published in Vietnlun. One 
of them, used by kth grade teachers (6th grade in our schools) shows on its 
cover a unified “Indochina”, all in red, in testimony of the brotherly 
ties which unite the 3 countries, Therefore, Vietnam rewrites the regional 
history and Cambodia loses her identity in it.’ 111 

‘Nearly six years after the Vietnamese invasion of Kampuchea, 
the Vietnamization process is now well under way. The first Indochinese Culture 
Conference, convened in Phnom Penh in April 1984, concluded with a statement 
projecting “the establishment -an important objective- of a new culture, 
which must be popularfoed in all locrlfties of each country. a In fact, the 
Vietnamization of schooling is accelerating, while the Viotnmese advisors 
are encouraged to take Khmer wives. Regular pools of young Khmers, as well 
as young Vietn8unese, aged from lb to 20, are being given six-months of in- 
doctrination training, in order to propagate all over Kampuchea the new ideo- 
logical mould, based on the cult of Ho Chi Minh, the defence and promotion 
of the so-called collective mastery, the Indochinese solidarity and socialist 
ieternationalismI 

“The Vietnamization of education and culture in Kampuchea 
constitutes only the most visible aspect of the process, In fact, the 
Phnom Penh regime is today locked, completely, within an integrated SYSt@m 
cf domination. that the Vietnanlese Communist Party has COnStmtlY learnt 
and improved upon through its experience in South Vietnam and in Laos, ” 121 

1C. The Vietnamiaation of the administration apparatus of the Fhnom 
Penh rcgize is well-known, Recently, Reuter correspondent, Joseph de Rienzo, 
wrote from Thailand in a cable dated July 25, 1985 : ” A doctor who ran Ksm- 
puchea’s largest hospital has fled to Thailand to escape what he said the 
Vietnamese plans to colonize his country. Dr. So Sclren, former Vice-Resident 

&/ Nis Royal Highness Prince NORODOM Sihanouk, President of Democratic 
Kampuchea in his interview with Peter Megill, The Observer , May 22 1985 

111 Marie Alexandrine Martin, naturalist and ethnologist, Research scfentist 
at CNRS (France) In “Le processus de Vietnamisation au Cambodge” in 
Politique Internationals, No 28 - Summer 1984 - pdQe 189 

121 “The Vietnamization of Kampuchea: a new model of colonirlism” In Indochina 
Report - Pre-publication issue - October 1984 - page 16 

/ ,.. 
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of the Kampuchean-Soviet Friendship Hospital, told reporters . . . he decided 
to flee . . . because “the Vietnamese intend to kill us f” . . . So, who made 
an official visit to the Soviet Union in January, saic -v’ietnamese officials 
took part in all policy decigfon in Kampuchea. Vietnamese Deputy-Minister 
of Health Nquyon Tang Am was permanently attached to Kampuchea’s Health 
Ministry”, he added. Diplomats in Bangkok confirmed Vietnamese Deputy-Minis- 
ters were generally assigned to all Kampuchean Ministries.” 

1, 1 * . The highest positions are assign@. to those who have the best 
knowledge of the Vietnamese language. But it is not enough: the middle a?d 
low cadres mttend in Phnom Penh a political reorientation courses; those in 
high position are sent to Vietnam (Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh-villc, Thu-Due ..,I 
so as to receive a political training during several months based essen- 
tially on marxism-lcniniem. Despite the important post they fill after 
the training, they are not entirely trustworthy since even minor sentence 
written by them must have the approval of a Vietnamese advisor.” G/ 

11. All the provinces of Kampuchea have been tvinned vith Vietnamese 
provinces in order to control the natural resources of Kampuchea and disposess 
the Kampuchean people, “This technique allows the Vietnamese to reap the full 
benefit of the national resources of Kampuchea under the umbrella of the 
so-called “shining solidarity bttween Vietnam and Kampuchea”, since the twin- 
ning process imposes all kinds of accompanying obligations upon the Khmer 
people. ” &/ 

“It is not a corncidence that the rich province of Battambang 
is coupled with the over-populated region of Qua-Nsm/Danang. Indeed, a good 
part of rice from this Khmer province is sent to Vietnam in order , the au- 
thorities said, to help the inhabitants of Qua-Nam/Danang to live.‘( z/ 

12. “In the early eighteenth century, when the Vietnamese bcctune 
the masters of Csmbodia, they applied themselves in every possible way to 
destroying its culture and obliterating its past; they razed the Bhuddist 
tecPlos of the Lesser Vehicle and replaced them with their pagodas of the 
Greater Vehin le. They even changed the colour of the robe worn by the bonzes. 
Cambodiac officials had to wear the costume of the mandarins of the Court of 
Hug. The army occupied even the smallest villages, and the soldiers took 
Cembodiah xoreT; as their wives and concubines. As they do now...W Jean Larteguy 
adds, “Fzr them conquest meant, yesterday as today, the death of Cambodia and 
tote1 Viethsmizaticn. In 1992 they only have to take more precautions than 
was necnssary 1 , A4 M ‘r ‘alC,. ,‘I g/ 

Q/ Eeerie Alexandrine Martin, op.cit. p. 185 

fi/ “The Vietnamitation of Kampuchea : a new model of colonialism”, 
op.cit. p. 10 

s/Marie Alexandrine Martin, op.cit. p. 187 
161 Jean Lartequy in Paris Match , November 26, 1982 

I 
. . . 
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13. "What is at stake in Cambodia is the fate not just of a 

country but of a civilisation. The Vietnamese are already colonizing 
Cambodia with hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese "settlers". 'Ihey have 
begun to "Vietnamize" not just the countryside but the culture of Cam- 
bodia" c/ 

iic. "At present, 200,000 Vietnamese soldiers occupy CYnbodia. 
Behind them, following a policy dictated by Hanoi, hundreds of thousands 
of Vietnamese are beginning to establish themselves in the country. In 
history there are few more obvious examples of a "final solution" devised 
to blot out a national and ethnic identity. The Cambodians who have been 
almost eliminated are now being absorbed." 21 

15. "Any assessment of the situation in Ksmpuchea must be based 
on an in-depth knowledge of how the Vietnamese domination system works and 
what are the basic trends at work within this country. In Hanoi's view, the 
Vietnamization of Kampuchea, as well as that of Laos, constitutes undoubtedly 
the last phase of a strategy which would assure the VCP the final victory: 
the total domination of Indochina. And as long as the current leadership 
runs Vietnam --almost the same leaders who have drawn and carried on the 
Great 3esign of an Indochinese federation-- most probably, there will be no 
change in Hanoi's perspective." lJ/ 

C. THE RESOLVE OF THE PEOPLE OF KAMPUCHEA 
TO PRESERVE THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND 
NATIONAL IDENTITY 

16. tiring his visit to refugee holding centres located near 
Thailand's noxheastern border on June 22, 1985, H.E. Abdul Kadir Sheikh, 
Deputy Poreign Minister of Nalaysia said: "When Hanoi makes a statement, 
it talks as if the Thai-Kampuchean border is the Thai-Vietnamese border 
and there is no Kampuchea already. We have to remind them that they have 
LC business to be here in the first place." 201 

II/ "US Congressman Stephen J. Solar2 in 'Help the Democratic Resistance' 
in The Washington Post - May 7, 1985 

gl James Webb, in The Washington Post, April 14, 1983 

191 "The Vietnamization of Kampuchea: a new model of colonialism" op.cit. p. 16 
20/ Mlaysian Digest, June 30, 1985 - 

/ . . . 
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1- . “Vietnam, as we all know, does not send a maseive army of 
occupationAko Kampuchea, nor does it send its settlers to install themselves 
in the areas which have been depopulated, except to achieve, by incorpora- 
ting Laos as well to its empire, this “Indochinese Federdtfon” for which 
the Party of Hanoi, called Vietminh, has so strtnously fought, 

“But this “Federation” in which Vietnam will play the role Of 
master and Kampuchea and Laos the role of docile satellites, we cannot accept 
it at any price. Our people and our Government will never renounce our struggle 
for national liberation until complete withdrawal of all Vietnamere force8 
from our territory and the restoration of our right to self-determination... 

“We, Kampuchean patriots, WC have no other choice if ve want 
to gain back our country: we must struggle.” G/ 

‘2 1,. “However, this doesn’t mean that there is not hope for Kampu- 
chea and its people. This is because of two major reasons: Firstly, it ie 
mre2:<+ab:e that *’ a. the Vietnamization process is also producing its own 
“perverse effects”, thus creating a generalised enmity against the Vietns- 
mese occupying forces. Secondly, since the formation of the Coalition 
Government of “uemocratic Kampuchea, the Khmer people have shown their 
preferences, thus creating the conditions for steady development of the 
KXrxr resistance movement, ” 221 

13, “Today, it is beyond doubt that the Vietnamese are settling 
down in Cambodia, Without doubt the Hanoi leaders hoped that by brandishing 
the scarecrow "Khmer Rouges", the Cambodians would in the long run, end 
by giving in like the Laotians did, Now, on the contrary, difficulties have 
been increasing year after year, That is why, inetcad of carrying out gradu- 
ally the planned measures, Hanoi has been compelled to Vietnamize openly, 
and with brutality in all fields (political, economic, cultural, military), 
at the risk of being charged by the international community with violation 
of Human rights. The people (of Kampuchea) who are suffering all kinds of 
humiliations and exactions, are admirable of dignity in the present terrible 
ordeal, Ar.d if the t&ners wish t,o find out some agreements with their dange- 
rnus neighbour for the future, they have not omit to specify that they will 
never accept ?C be the bdmreu -the servants- of the Vietnamese,” 231 

g/ His Royal Highness Samdech NORODOM Sihanouk, President of Democrat f c 
Kampuchea, address before the 32 h session of the UNGA - OR ober 26, 1982 

z/ “The Vietnamization of Kampuchea : a new model of colonialism” 
op.cit. p, 16 

231 “Marie Alexandrine Martin” op.cit. p. 189-190 


