
UNITED
NATIONS

Dis!r.
GENERAL

A/40/586
30 Augusr 1985

ORTGINAL! ENGLISE

Fortieth session
Iten 12 of the provisional agenda*

REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Assistance to refuqees in somalia

Report of the Uniled Nations High comrnissioge! je!_ lgl!-gEee

CONTTNTS

Paragrapbs Page

I. INTRODUCTION L-2 2

II. GEMRAL SITUATION 3 - 8 2

III. IMPLEMENTATION OF ASSISTANCE 9 - 15 3

rv. AssrsrANcE REoUTREMENTS 15 - 35 4

t A/40/150.

85-24043 L972d (E\



A/40 /586
English
Paqe 2

I.

1. In its resolutlon 39/IO4 of 14 Decenber 1984 on "A6sistance to refugees in
Soma1ia", the General Assembly appealed to Member States' inlernational
organizations and vo]untary agencies to render maximun naterial' financial and
technical assistance to tbe Governmen! of Sornalia in its efforts to provide all
necessary assistance to the refugees. It also reouested tbe High Corunissioner, in
consullalion uitb the Secreta ry-Genera I, to apprise the Economic and SociaI
council, at its second regular session of 1985, of the refugee situation in Sonalia
and to subnit a report to the General Assenbly at its fortieth session on the
progress achieved in the inPlementation of tbe resolution.

2. In compliance &,ith the reqotulion, the Office of the United Nations lJigh
Commissioner for Refugees has consulted lhe Governnent of Sonalia and
representa t. ives of a number of the donor countries, Un j.ted Nations organiuations
and voluntary agencies involved. On the basi.s of Ehe consultations, UNHCR has
identified assistance resuirenents for 1985 and 1986.

IT. GENERAL SITUATION

3. During the consultations, it was observed thaE Sonalia faces critical econonic
and social problens arising fron a r.'eak econonic infrastruclure, limited natural
resources and a difficult international econornic environnent. The sharp decline in
agricul,ture and animal husbandry - tbe econonic mainstays of the country - coupled
with deteriorat.ing lerms of trade bave severely curtailed export earnings and
inposed severe constraints on Sonalia's developnent prograrunes. wbile naking
efforts !o cope lrith this criticat situation. Sonalia has also had to contend with
the burden of large numbers of refugees. who have had a najor socio-economic
impact. Because of its inadeouate resources, lack of infrastructure and
facilicies. and pressure on the land, sornalia has not been ln a position lo absorb
tbe refugees as fully productive nenbers of Che comnunity.

4. The background to the influx of refuqees into sonalia, their characteristics
and the arrangenents nade to assist then are delailed in lhe previous reports of
the secreta ry-cene ra I and of the High Corunissioner (A,/36,/136 ' A/38/400 and Corr.lt
A/39/402 and Add.l and 2i A/39/443, E/1980/44, E/1982/40).

5. The agreed planning figure of 700,000 refugees in canps has been naintained'
The 36 refugee canps acconmodat ing the refuqees are located in the Hiran, Gedo, the
North t{est and Louer Shebelle reqions.

6. fn general, the carnps are open, with few resgriclions on travelf and movenent
in and out of tbem lakes place freouently. In viee of population changes and
mouements since 1982, lhe Governnent noe proposes a comprehensive revielr of lhe
planning figure and fully recognizes Che need for an accurate assessrnent of the
refugee population in the canps. ft has now been agreed by al-1 concerned lhat a
reassessnent of lhe population in the camps should take place as soon as possible
and steps are being undertaken to establish an appropriate nethodology.

INTRODUCTION
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7. Durinq tbe last montbs of 1984, about 50,000 persons of concern to uNItcR

arrived in tbe North west and Gedo regions from Ethiopia. The number of new

arrivals increased during the first five nonths of tbe current year to a total of
some 150'000 persons, according to Governmen! gources. Assistance has been

provided for tbe nen arrivals under a special programme of emergency relief
assistance launched by tNHCR at the end of 1984. A cholera out.break occurred in
late March 1985 in Gannet, a suburb of Hargeisa in the North west region' e'here

over40,OOOneearrivalslrereresidingtemporarily.A!thetimeoft'rilinq'the
siluation is under control and measures are being taken !o transfer the population
of cannet to other centres as aoon as possible-

8. The pace of inplernentation of the local setllenent progranme for refugees
continued !o be slow throughout 1984, partially as a resul! of the lead-time
necessary to identify and ;esign viable projects and to aqree on inplemenCation
procedur;s, but also due to the priority chat had to be given to the energency

relief assistance programme for nee arri9als. The progranne is being continued
lrith lhe developnent of a settlenent site at Furjano in Lower Shebelle and the

investigation of other poEential rural settlemen! sites'

IIT. IMPLEMENTATION OF ASS ISTANCE

g. Detail-s of {JNHCR assistance activities in Sonalla in 1984 can be found in the

report of lhe united Nations High connissioner for Refugeea (A/40/L2'1 .

10. Food aid is being channelled through the world Food Prograflne (wFP) ' which is
responsible for the co-ordination of internaEional food assistance and assunes

responsibility for soliciting food aid. As in previous years' UNSCR prograffnes

have benefited frorn che acti;e support of several united Nations agencies'

contributions fron the Un1ted Nati;ns children's Fund (uNIcEr') ' Ehe world Healtt!

organization (wHo) and lhe Internaeional Labour organisation (ILo) were applied
towards lhe various activities wichin tbeir respective comPetence. United Nations

volunteers (UNvs) are involved in agriculture and self-reliance activieies'

1I. At. present' softe 20 voluntary agencies are partlcipating in ttle progranmest

nost of th". ".. 
operating in lhe canps. ?he Emergency Logistics Unit (ELU)

nanaged by the CARE organization has continued to be responslble for the delivery'
of food and other relief cornnodilies from the ports of entry to the camps and for
the fuelling and naintenance of vehicles assigned !o various refugee progranmes'

CARE has as;igned a full-tine eraining officer to prepare nalionals for the fulure
take-over of key posilions still occupied by expatriates' The refugee programne

depends heavily on the contrlbutions made by thj'B agency'

L2. The search for durable solutions remains an imporlant priority' The

@vernmenE of Somalia has reaffirned lts posltion Chat voluntary repatrlation
renains the most appropriate long-term solution for the refugeec ln the country and

ttas again stated its readiness !o co-oPefate fulty in any organized programne of
voluntary repatr i al ion.
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13. A Steering Committee for Che local setelement programne composed of
representatives of the Ministry of Planning, tbe National Refugee Commission.
UNHCR and the Uni.ted Nations Developnent. Programrne has ret' several tines. A
project for the local settlenent of 3,000 fanilies in Furjano in the Lower shebelle
region yras specifically proposed to the Connittee for inplenentation and trro other
projects have been subrnitted to Ehe Coffnittee for examinations

(a) Developnent of a 5,000 hectare Dry-Land Pilot Project Area al oorioley
District. Lower Shebelle region, and

(b) An agricultural refugee settlement schene at Luuq District, Gedo region,
including housing, comnunity services. delineation of potential sectlement areas
and rehabililation of roads.

L4. Following preliminary examinat.ion of the draft project proposals by the UNHCR
Specialist support UniE, a nissj.on visited Sonalia in December 1984 to discuss with
the UNHCR staff in Moqadishu and the competent Somali authoriEies, the technical
guidelines for the preparation of tbe final project proposals.

15. Further detail-ed surveys eere deerned necessary before inplementing the local
settlenent. projects. A hydrological inveseigation of the Furjano setllement site
in loeer Shebelle as well as the construction of a ]2-kilonetre access road to ttle
site are being undertaken. FaEn nachinery and eduipment are being procured for
Iand clearance and sile preparaEion, and 21520 hectares are being ploughed and
planled. Assistance is also being extended to spontaneous refugee settlers in
Furjano. in order to strengtben the economic base of their connunity. These
activities are being irnplernented under lhe supervision of the ttlnistry of
Agriculture and with the pareicipation of seueral voluntary agencies. The
necessary surveys are no$' cornpleled and the inplementation of tbe Furjano
settlernent is ready to start.

rV. ASSISTANCE REQUIREMENTS

16. Assistance resuirenents for refugees in 1985 and the estirnated needs for 1986
are summari.red as follorrs !

Type of ass i stance

Food (approximately 120,000 tonnes )
wa ter
Hea Ith
Shelter and dornest ic itens
Transport and 1og i sl ics
Corununal construction
Education and corunun ily development
Lorrer secondary educat ion
Support of refugee serv ices

States

!/7a
I
I

750 000
111 000
286 000
740 000
173 000
488 000
I76 000
95 000

550 000

79 000 000 a/
I 253 000
I 365 000

780 000
7 710 000

877 000
I 29s 000

99 000
2 7L4 000
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Tvpe of assistance

Self-heLp act ivi t ies
Loca I integral ion
Counsell ing
Supplenentary aid
Hand icapped

1986
States dollars )

754 000
2 949 000

130 000
36 000
70 000

770 000
3 520 000

16? 000
44 000

114 000

Total 97 308 000

4 of whicb $78 nillion provided throuqh
other donors.

99 709 000

tbe Vlorld Food Progranne or

New arrivals for the 1 Novembe r 1984 lo I December I98 5

Tvpe of assigtance

Food (approxinacely 24,000 tonnes )

Shelter
Health
waEer and san i tati on
Transport and logistica
Assessnent in the North West reqion
Support cosls National Refugee Conmission
Programne support
Radios and generaeor6 for the centres

Tolal L4 642 69L

L7. A description of chese reouiretnencs by sector is given beloh" These

requirernents do noE include subnissions made to lhe second fnternational Conference
on Assistance to Refuqees ln Africa under paragraph 5 (c) of General Assenbly
resolution 37/Lg7 ' detaits of tbictt ire found in paragraPhs 627 to 756 of the
r€port of the secreta ry-General (A/CONF.125/2). SuCh submissions conprlseo
14 i.nfrastruclure projects totalling $79.9 mil1ion.

Food

18. During a t'ood Aid neelinq of representatives of donor countries' UNHCR and

wFP, lrhich took place in sornaLia in Juty 1983' tbe Goeernnentts recuest for
I20'000 tonnes of food nas accepted as a planning figure for 1984' In spite of
Ehis decision, however' only sone 95,000 tonnes of food corunodities could be

distributed i.n 1984 to cover the needs of refugees. Despite tbe laEe arrival of
food shignents - lthich caused serious distrlbution problems during 1984 - the food

situation rras generally better tban tn 1983. The figure of 120,000 tonnes has been

retained for 1985. A breakdorrn by colTmoal i ly of the reouested 120'000 tonnes for
1985 forrows: 

/...

unieed States dollars

918 426
5s2 000
518 000
78"1 702
423 750
26 252
36 561

245 000
35 000

8

3
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comnodity

ce rea 1s
Flour
oil
MiIK
Corn soya ni lk
Beans
Dates

Tocal

Government flqures

l/ Source: WFplUMrCR.
to and reported in 1986.

or pledges a/

75 683
26 707
8 338
7 202
6 407
2I43
4 t25

130 605

Quantities exceeding 120,000 connes

Stocks in hand Positive (Negative )
ba lance

( tonnes )

62 610
20 870
I 348
I 348
8 348
I 348
3 128

13 073
5 837

(r0)
(r 146 )
(1 941)
(6 2051

997

r20 000 l0 60s

wi 1l be appl ied

Food for net' arrivals

Stocks in hand
Ration requirements or in pipe l ine Negative balance

( tonnes )

Comlod i Ey

Cereals
oi1
Corn soya rni lk
Pulses
FIour
Dates/dried fruit
Sugar
Sal t
Dried whole nilk
Dried skinuned mi lk

Tota I

I 431
I 959
r 440
3 840

72r
r 469

96
58

949

9 246
740
200

I 010
3 36r

l.l9

':'

391

15 935

2 7L7
691

I 7 59
430
479
602
60r

96
58

558

23 926 7 991

19, As in previous year6, basic food supplies continued to be provided from
bilateral sources and by nuttllateraL food donacions througb wFp. ttNHcR provides
supplenentary food !o combat protein deficiency anong young chlldren and pregnant
or l-actating eomen. Every refugee receives food rations, through the system of
ration shops newly established by ELUICARE ehereby food is di6tribueed to
individual fanilies only on presentaeion of a ration card.
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WaEer

20. The Refugee Water Supply Division, l'ith the assistance of voluntary agencies,
inPlemenls the progranne of reqular supply of pocable water in the camps. Tbe ain
of providing each refugee nittr 10 tso 15 litres of purified water per day nas
achieved in a number of locations, in olber parts of sonalia, parlicularly in some

of the camps in the North West, Cbe situation conCinues to be criticsl, water had
to be delivered by truck in nany places in the Soulh due co the drying-out of
rivers, and in the North because of lack of good quality ground rdater. Obe of tbe
main inprovenencs to tbe t ater supply prograrnme was tbe introduction iD 1984 of
sand filCration units in the South.

Healtb

21. t{itbin lhe Ministry of Health, the Refugee Health Unit lmplernenEs services for
refugees in the camps, r'ith the assistance of voluntary agencies. Tbe general
health situation in the camps remalns satlsfactory. The RHU intends to continue
its efforts to reduc€ infant mortality in carnps' to control najor diseases, to
enhance nutrition and to traln the community health workers and the traditional
birth attendanes as r'ell as other 6taff in order to reach these objectives. Funds
have been budgeted by ITNHCR in the current year to improve sanitation, to provide
medicine and eouipment and to continue ali. the services provided by the Unit'
According to a health report ln 1984, the overall health situaEion nas stabl-e and
primary health care progranmea nere operating in al1 camps durinq that year'
Refugees learned the inportance of vaccination, clean ualer, sanitacion, Iatrines,
etc. and were taught to treat/control diarrhoea tbrough sinple salt' sugar and

water preparations. Refugees are now aeare of the necessity of medical care.

Shelter and donestic i tens

22. The objective of this assistance is to provide refugees t ith basic dornestic
iEems 6uch as soap. blankets, kitchen utenslls, lamps, buckels and tarpaulins'
Most of these itetns are diEtribuged in lhe refugee camps as needed' while othera
are used as incentivea to participation in any of che self-rellance activities
undertaken in the canps.

Transport and logistics

23. Funda bave been budgeted by UNFCR in
provided through the Emergency Logistics
leasing and operation of a light aircraft
speedy transport of personnel, medicines

the current year to continue a1l services
Unit rnanaged by CARE. These include tbe
used for medical evacuation and tbe

and urgently required relief iEens.

Conmunal eonstruction

24. In 1984, an additional 50 classrooms and connunity centres t'rere built and the
coflununity buildings, airstrips and feeder roads in the Noreh wesC, G€do and I-ower

shebelle regions were rnaintained. The con6tructlon of sone 80 classrooms and

conmunity centres is foreseen in 1985. Efforts will continue to repair and

naintain existinq comnunal facililies.
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EducaEion and comnunity development

25. In 1984, funds l,ere provlded to continue prinary educatlon for some
75.000 refugee chl!-dren beteeen the agea of 7 and 15, nith each pupil receiuing
basic supplies and naterialel. Fanily life courses, vocaCional training and a
functional adull literacy progranne have also been continued.

26. Tbe teacher tralning programne, run by the fn-servlce Institute for Teacher
Training for primary scbool teachers fron among Ehe refugee population, benefited
600 fj.rst-year and 850 second-year trainees and 1,200 teachers lrere certified in
L984/1985. Despite a continuing lack of permanent school prenises in nany camps,
75,000 refugee chitdren cont.inued to recelve prinary education in 1985.

27. some 1,000 refugees are expected to enrol in secondary schoola in 1985, but
the perennial problen of abaorption of aualified refugee students by national
secondary schools will remain in L985.

28. At post-secondary level, there are at present 200 refugees studying aE the
Sonali National University $here entrance reguirenents are highly cornpetitive.

Suppor ! of refugee services

29. Funds continue to be reauired to aupporE the Natlonal Refugee Connission
tbrough the secondnent of government. officials, for palment of office rent, office
esuipnent, vehicles, transport and general adninistrative suppor!. In addiCion,
UNHCR uill cover Che coat of the services of Uniled Nations Volunteers seconded Co
the National Refugee Comnission.

SeLf-help activities

30. Agricultural development remalns a rnajor cornponent of refugee seCtlement
projects. By lhe end of 1984, a total of sone 3,000 hectares of land nere under
cultivation by sone 14,000 refugee families. As from 1985, additional land will be
all,ocated to refugees wherever possible on the basls of one hectare of irrigated
Iand per family. prioriey for allocation of land will be given to refugees who
bave already been trained on srnaller plots. The assistance to such farrners, whlch
rtill consist. nainly of equipnent, basic tools and fuel, will be linited in tine and
should enable selected farnera to aEtain the desired level of self-suf fici ency.

31. The small nunber of self-help project.s starled in l9B4 have experienced many
problems sucb as lack of spare parts and/or rnaterial. Tbere were aLso difficulties
!.ith access to markets. ft is recognized that although these projects, which
provide individual refugees $ith traininq and a source of income, have greaC merit,
their inpacl is still linited due to the relatively snall nunber of refugee
fanilies involved. ft is now necessary to develop the scope of tbese aceivilies
and to reach a greater numb€r of beneflciaries. One possibility, !'hlch is the
focus of the programnes, is the establiahment of credit schenes through which nore
refugees can b€ asslsted to set up snall buslnesses and cottage industries.



A/40/586
Engl ish
Page 9

Loca I integ ra t ion

32. Durinq the first pare of 1985, implenentaCi.on of the Furjano project ras begun
and planning for otber lntegration projects was continued.

Counsell ing

33. By the end of !.985, the assistance needs of 1,600 urban refugeea in Mogadishu
and Hargeisa t'ill bave been assessed. Thei! short-terrn needs are belng nret and
neasures to achieve durable soluEions are beino planned,

supplenencary aid

34. Assistance is provided to needy, newly-recogni zed urban asylum-seekere and
other vulnerable refugees for a rnaximun perlod of six nonths or in the forn of
special, one-time financial assistance to enable then to meet thelr baslc needs
pending a durable solution.

Legal assistance

35. A legal adviser withln the National Refugee Comnission is worklng in close
co-operation with tbe UNHCR Legal Officer. ft ls foreaeen that lhe funds allocated
for 1985 to cover the admlnislrative and other expenses of thi6 adviser will b€
covered within the budget of the National Refugee Comnisaion,




