
REPORT
OF THE

INTERNATIONAL COURT

OF JUSTICE

1 August 1978-31 July 1979·

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

. OFFICIAL RECORDS: THIHTY - FOURTH SESSION

SUPPLEMENT No. 4 (A/34/4)

UNI.TED NATIONS

New York, 1979



NOTE

Symbols of United Nations doclL."!1ents are composed of capita11etters combined with
figures. Mention ofsuch a s~bol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.

..



[Original: English/French]
[24 August 1979]

CONTENTS

Page
I. CO~POSITION OF THE COURT •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1

n. JURISDICTION OF THE COURT •••••••••••• '" ••••••• " • •• • •• • • 1
A. Jurisdiction of the Court in contentious cases 1
B. Jurisdiction of the Court in advisory proceedings . . . . . . . . . . 1

m. JUDICIAL WORK OF THE COURT •••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • 2
A. Aegean Sea Continental Shelf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
B. Continental Shelf (Tunisian/Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) 2

rv. ~~STRATrv.B QUESTIONS •••••••• :.0................... 2
V. PUBLICATIONS AND DOCU~NTS OF THE COURT •••••••••••••••••• 3

ill



I. COMPOSITION OF THE COURT

H. JURISDICTION OF THE COURT

.1

4. The present composition of the Court is as
follows: President Sir Humphrey Waldock; Vice-Presi
dent T. O. Elias; Judges I. Forster, A. Gros, M. Lachs,
P. D. Morozov, Nagendra Singh, J. M. Ruda, H. Mos
ler, S. Tarazi, S. Oda, R. Ago, A. EI-Erian, J. Sette
Camara and R. Baxter.

5. In accordance with Article 29 of the Statute,
the Court forms annually a chamber of summary pro
cedure. On 26 February 1979 this chamber was con
stituted as follows:
Members:

President Waldock; Vice-President Elia~; Judges
Morozov, Nagendra Singh and Tarazi.

Substitute Members:

Judges Oda and Sette-Camara.

6. The Registrar of the Court is Mr. S. Aquarone
and its Deputy-Registrar Mr. A. Pillepich.

the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation of
9 December 1960 between Japan alid the Philippines.

11. Lists of treaties and conventions in force which
provide for the jurisdiction of the Court appear in
section III of chapter IV of the I.C.!. Yearbook 1978
1979. In addition, the jurisdiction of the Court. extends
to treaties or conventions in force providing for refer
ence to the Permanent Court of International Justice
(Statut.e, Art. 37).

P. JURISDICTION OF THE COmtT
IN ADVISORY PROCEEDINGS

12. The following organizations are at present
authorized to request advisory opinions of the Court
on legal questions:

United Nations (General Assembly, Security Coun
cil, Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship
Council, Interim Committee of the General As
sembly, Committee on Applications for. Review
of Administrative Tribunal Judgements);

International Labour Organisation;
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nations;
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization;
World Health Organization;
International Bank for Reconstruction and Devel';'

opment;
International Finance Corporation;
International Development Association;
International Monetary Fund;

1

1. From 1 August 1978 to 5 February 1979 the
composition of the Court was as follows: President
B. Jimenez de Arechaga; Vice-President Nagendra
Singh; Judges I. Forster, A. Gros, M. Lachs, H. C.
Dillard, L. Ignacio-Pinto, F. de Castro, P. D. Morozov,
Sir Humphrey Waldock, J. M. Ruda, H. Mosler,
T. O. Blias, S. Tarazi and S. Oda.

2. On 31 October 1978 the General Assembly
and the Security Council re-elected P. D.Morozov
and elected R. Ago, A. E.-Erian, J. Sette-Camara
and R. Baxter to be Members of the Court for a
period of nine years beginning 6 February 1979.
The new judges made the solemn declaration provided
for in Article 20 of the Statute at a public sitting of
the Court on 2 Iv.farch 1979.

3. On 23 February 1979 the Court elected Judge
Sir Humphrey Waldock and Judge Blias to be respec
tively its President and Vice-President for a period
of three years.

A. JURISDICTION OF THE COURT
IN CONTENTIOUS CASES

7. On 31 July 1979 the 151 Member States of
the United Nations, together with Liecbtenstein, San
Marino and Switzerland, were .parties to the Statute
of the Court.

8. The Permanent Representative of El Salvador
to the United Nations has informed the Secretary
General that the declaration of 26 November 1973
deposited on behalf of El Salvador under Article 36,
paragraph 2, of the Statute and effective for five years
is extended for ten years as from 26 November 1978.

9. There are thus now 45 States which recognize
(many of them with reservations) the jurisdiction of
the Court as compulsory in. accordance with declara
tions filed under Article 36, paragraph 2, of the Stat
ute. They are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Botswana,
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Democratic Kampu
chea, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Sal
vador, Finland, Gambia, Haiti, Honduras, India, Israel,
Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,
Malawi, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Pa
nama, Philippines, Portugal, Somalia, Sudan, Swazi
land, Sweden, Switzerland, Uganda, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of America and Uruguay. The texts of 'the declarations
filed by these States appear in section II of chapter IV
of the I.C.!. Yearbook 1978-1979.

10. Since 1 August 1978, one treaty providing
for the jurisdiction of the Court in contentious cases
and registered with the Secretariat of the United Na
tions has been brought to the knowledge of the Court:



ID. JUDICIAL WORK OF THE COURT

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE QUESTIONS

4£=·'.
International Fund for Agricllitural Development;

International Atomic Energy. Agency.

13. The international instruments which make pro
vision for the advisory ju..."isdiction of the Court are
listed in section I chapter IV of the I.C.I. Yearbook
1978-.1.979.

as. the date for the beginning of hearings on the ques
tionof its juriSdiction and subsequently deferred their
opening to 9 October 1978.

18. From 9 to 17 October 1978 the Court held
seven public sittingsatwhich oral arguments were
presented on behalf of the Government of Greece. The
Turkish Government was not represented at these
hearings.

19: On 19 December 1978 the Court delivered a
Judgment finding, by 12 votes to 2, that it was with
out jurisdiction to entertain the Application filed by
Greece on 10 August 1976 (I.C.I. Reports 1978,
p.3).

B. CONTINENTAL SHELF
(TuNIg!A/LIBYA.~ARAB JAM"AHIRlYA)

20. On 1 December 1978 the Government of
Tunisia notified to the Registrar of the Court a Special
Agreement, drawn up in Arabic between Tunisia and
the Vbyan ArabJamahiriya on 10 June 1977, which
had come into force on the date of exchange of. instru
ments of ratification, namely, 27 February 1978. A cer
tified French translation of the Agreement was at
tached.

21. The Special Agreement provides for the ref
erence to the Court of a dispute between Tunisia and
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya concerning the deIimita
tionof the continental shelf between them. Inter. alia,
it provides for :Memorials to be filed by both parties
within 18 months.

22. On 19 February 1979 the Government of the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya likewise cornmulIicaterl to
the Registry a copy in Arabic of the Special Agree
ment, together with a certified English translation.

23: . Taking into account the agreement between
the two States on the. time-limits· for the filing of the
written pleadings,. the Vice-President. of the Court,
by an Order of 20. Febmary 1979, fixed 30 May 1980
as the time-limit for the filing of Memorials by both
Parties (I.C.I. Reports 1979, p. 3). .

of the staff. They have been reproduced in. the l.e.!.
-Yearbook 1978-1979.

25. The. Registry is undertaking, at the direction
of the President .and under the supervision of the
Rules Committee, a full analytical study of.the€ourt's
past practice in regard to ·the application of its·Statute
and Rules. .

2

I1 11

International Civil Aviation Organization;
International Telecommunication Union;
World Meteorological Organization.;
Inter-Gov1emmental Maritime-Consultative Org~-

zation; .
World Intellectu~l Property Organization; .

24.. In the course of work on· the revision of its
Rules (completed in 1978: see previous report, pp. 2 f.)
the Court had occasion to note tlie desirability of re
viewing the Staff Regulations for the Registry, dating
from 1947. Acco:rdingiy it has consideredandap
proved new Regulations applicable ·to ·the members

14.· During the period under ~review the Court
held 9 public sittings and 23· private meetings. It
delivered a Judgement in the Aegean Sea Continental
Shelf case and. made an Order in the case·concerning
the Continental Shelf (Tunisia/Libyan Arab lamahi:"
riya).

A. AEGEAN SEA CONTINENTAL SILELF

15. On 10 August 1976 the Government of Greece
filed an Application instituting proceedings against
Turkey, and a request for the indication of interim
measw'es of protection, in respect of a disp'ute con
cerning the Aegean Sea Continental Shelf. On 26 Au
gust 1976 the Registrar of the Court receiv1ed from
the Turkish Ministry of Foreign. Mails a letter ex
pressing the view that the Greek Application 'Was
premature, that the request for interim measures should
be rejected and that, in view of lack of. jurisdiction,
the case should be removed from the list. On.11 Sep
tember 1976 the Court made an Order finding that
the· circumstances were not such as to require the
exercise of· its ··power to indicate interim measures
of protection and that it Would be necessary to resolve
as the next step .the question of its jurisdiction. By

.an .Order of 14 October 1976 the President fixed
time-limits fof 1he filing of written. pleadings on that
question, The dates so fixed were at the request of
the Greek Government extended by an Order of
18. April. 1977, .having. 1"erg:rrd to ne'bbtiations between
the two states cOllcerne~,·and the Greek Government
filed its Memodal. on jurisdiction within the time-limit
as thus extended (18 July 1977).

16. The Go'Vemment of· Turkey did not. file any
Counter-Memorial.within the .• extended. time-limit of
24 April 1978 appointed for it, but. on that date the
Registrar received a letter in which the .Ambassador
of Turkey in The Hague informed the Court that his
Government, considered the Court to lack Jurisdiction,
didnot intend to appoint an agent or submit a Counter-
Memorial ... .

17. Having regard to requests made by the Gov
ernment of Greece, the Court fixed 4 October 1978

.1
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26. The publications of the Court are distributed
to the Governments of all States entitled to appear
before the Court and the major law libraries of the
world. Tne sale of the Court's publications is organized
by the Sales Sections of the United NationsS.ecretariat,
which are in touch with specialized booksellers and
distributors throughout the world. A catalogue (latest
edition: 1975) is, with its annual addenda, distributed
free of charge.

27. The publications of the Court include three
annual series: Reports of Judgments, Advisory Opin
ions and Orders, a Bibliography of works and docu
ments relating to the Court, and a Yearbook. The most
recent publications in the first two series are l.e.!.
Reports 1978 and 1.C.I. Bibliography No. 32.

28. The documentation of each case is published
by the Court after the end of the proceedings, under
the title Pleadings, Oral Arguments, Documents. How
ever, even before the termination of a case, the Court

may, after ascertaining the views of the parties, make
the pleadings and documents available on request to
the Government of any State entitled to appe~.before
the Court; the Court may aIw, afeer ascertanung the
views of the parties, make them accessible to the public
on or after the opening of the oral proceedings.

29. The Court distributes press COIlh.'Uuniques,
background notes and a handbook to keep la~ers,

university teachers and students, government OffiCIalS,
the press and the general public informed about its
work, functions and jurisdiction.

30. More comprehensive information on the work
of the Court during the period·under review is con
tained in the I.C.!. Yearbook 1978-1979, published
concurrently with the issue of the present report.

(Signed) Humphrey WALDOCK
President of the International Court of Justice

The Hague, 1 August 1979
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