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W r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t s u b m i t t e d by Human R i q h t s A d v o c a t e s , a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r q a n i z a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i v e s t a t u s ( c a t e q o r y I I ) 

The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d t he f o l l o w i n q c o m m u n i c a t i o n w h i c h 
i s c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

1. Human R i q h t s A d v o c a t e s (HRA) , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h a r t i c l e 1 9 , C e n t r e on 
C e n s o r s h i p , commends M r . S a d i f o r h i s e x c e l l e n t r e p o r t on p r o t e c t i o n o f 
j o u r n a l i s t s ( E / C N . 4 / S u b . 2 / 1 9 9 0 / 1 7 ) . We t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o o f f e r 
s u q q e s t i o n s f o r f u r t h e r s t u d y as w e l l as a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n on t he d a n g e r s 
t o wh i ch j o u r n a l i s t s who a t t e m p t t o r e p o r t g r o s s v i o l a t i o n s a r e s u b j e c t e d . 

2 . HRA and a r t i c l e 19 e n d o r s e M r . S a d i ' s c o n c l u s i o n s t h a t : (1) j o u r n a l i s t s 
p l a y an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n e x p o s i n g human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d ; 
(2) j o u r n a l i s t s engaged i n such a c t i v i t y a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y a t r i s k ; 
(3) i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s have d e v o t e d i n a d e q u a t e a t t e n t i o n t o 
p r o t e c t i n g j o u r n a l i s t s ; (4) t he U n i t e d N a t i o n s human r i g h t s b o d i e s s h o u l d 
endeavou r t o e x t e n d p r o t e c t i o n t o j o u r n a l i s t s and med ia w o r k e r s ; and (5) t h e 
S u b - C o m m i s s i o n i s w e l l - p l a c e d t o assume a l e a d i n g r o l e i n such an e n d e a v o u r . 

[17 A u g u s t 1990] 

P r o t e c t i o n o f j o u r n a l i s t s 
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3 . HRA and a r t i c l e 19 b e l i e v e t h a t t he most u s e f u l a c t i o n t h e S u b - C o m m i s s i o n 
c o u l d t a k e wou ld be t o ask M r . S a d i t o c o l l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n on i n s t a n c e s o f 
p e r s e c u t i o n o f j o u r n a l i s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e enqaqed i n human r i q h t s 
r e p o r t i n q . A f u r t h e r s t e p wou ld be t o i n v i t e h im t o a d d r e s s q u e s t i o n s t o 
Governments c o n c e r n i n q r e l i a b l e r e p o r t s o f s u c h i n s t a n c e s . 

4 . An i m p o r t a n t i n i t i a l s t e p wou ld be t o i n v i t e t he S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r t o 
p r o p o s e t he k i n d s o f p e r s e c u t i o n t h a t wou ld f a l l w i t h i n h i s manda te . A t a 
minimum such a c t s p resumab l y wou ld i n c l u d e a l l c a s e s o f m u r d e r , d i s a p p e a r a n c e , 
a t t a c k , t h r e a t e n e d a t t a c k , a b d u c t i o n , and d e t e n t i o n , no t o n l y by Governments 
but a l s o by i r r e q u l a r armed q r o u p s and d ruq t r a f f i c k e r s (see C o m m i s s i o n on 
Human R i q h t s r e s o l u t i o n 1 9 9 0 / 7 5 o f 7 March 1990 , p a r a . 2 ) . 

5 . J o u r n a l i s t s may a l s o be p r e s s u r e d i n t o r e f r a i n i n q f r om human r i q h t s 
r e p o r t i n q by o t h e r , somewhat more s u b t l e , t houqh o f t e n as e f f e c t i v e m e a s u r e s . 
These i n c l u d e : r e s t r i c t i o n s on movement; f o r n o n - n a t i o n a l s , e x p u l s i o n f r om 
t h e c o u n t r y o r d e n i a l o f e n t r y ; r e v o c a t i o n o r d e n i a l o f a l i c e n c e ; and j o b 
h a r a s s m e n t , such as d i s m i s s a l o r d e m o t i o n i f a qovernment e m p l o y e e , and 
measures a imed a t f o r c i n g d i s m i s s a l o r r e s i q n a t i o n i f a p r i v a t e e m p l o y e e . 
J o u r n a l i s t s may a l s o be p u n i s h e d o r p r e s s u r e d by a c t s d i r e c t e d a t t he med ia 
o u t l e t t h a t emp loys them, s u c h a s : c l o s u r e o r s e i z u r e o f a n e w s p a p e r , r a d i o 
o r t e l e v i s i o n o f f i c e ; c o n f i s c a t i o n o f p u b l i c a t i o n s ; s e i z u r e o r d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
p r o p e r t y ; and r e v o c a t i o n o r n o n - r e n e w a l o f a r a d i o o r t e l e v i s i o n l i c e n c e . 

6 . A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n f o r the R a p p o r t e u r t o a d d r e s s i s whether a l l 
j o u r n a l i s t s s h o u l d be s u b j e c t t o h i s mandate o r o n l y t h o s e who a l l e q e d l y have 
been p e r s e c u t e d f o r t h e i r human r i q h t s r e p o r t i n q . We recommend t h a t , i f 
c a l l e d on t o a d d r e s s t he q u e s t i o n , t h e R a p p o r t e u r s h o u l d assume t h a t any 
a l l e q e d p e r s e c u t i o n i s m o t i v a t e d by t h e j o u r n a l i s t ' s e f f o r t s t o enqaqe i n 
human r i q h t s r e p o r t i n q u n l e s s t he Government p r o d u c e s c o n v i n c i n q e v i d e n c e t o 
t he c o n t r a r y . 

7. HRA and a r t i c l e 19 f u r t h e r recommend t h a t t h e R a p p o r t e u r be r e q u e s t e d t o 
i d e n t i f y p a t t e r n s o f a b u s e . I n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d by n o n - q o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r q a n i z a t i o n s s u q q e s t s t h a t j o u r n a l i s t s a r e a t p a r t i c u l a r r i s k when t h e y 
(1) r e p o r t on armed c o n f l i c t s i t u a t i o n s ; (2) r e p o r t i n f o r m a t i o n o r w r i t e an 
o p i n i o n p i e c e t h a t s u p p o r t s one s i d e o f a c o n t e n t i o u s i s s u e ; o r (3) r e p o r t on 
c o r r u p t i o n o f , o r human r i q h t s a b u s e s c o m m i t t e d by t h e Government o r a 
qovernment aqency such as a p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t , an i r r e q u l a r armed q r o u p , o r 
d ruq t r a f f i c k e r s . 

8 . I d e n t i f y i n g s u c h p a t t e r n s w i l l be o f use i n f o r m u l a t i n q i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t a n d a r d s , p e r h a p s i n t he f o r m o f a d e c l a r a t i o n , on s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n s t o 
w h i c h j o u r n a l i s t s a r e e n t i t l e d . 

9 . F i n a l l y , t h e R a p p o r t e u r c o u l d be a s k e d t o i d e n t i f y t h e p r o t e c t i o n s 
Governments s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d t o a f f o r d j o u r n a l i s t s . Some o f t h e s e 
p r o t e c t i o n s w i l l be ones t h a t Governments a r e o b l i q e d t o p r o v i d e a l l p e r s o n s 
w i t h i n t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n s . The most i m p o r t a n t such o b l i q a t i o n may be t he 
d u t y t o i n v e s t i q a t e a t t a c k s and t h r e a t e n e d a t t a c k s , and t o p r o s e c u t e and 
p u n i s h f u l l y t h o s e i d e n t i f i e d as b e a r i n q r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t a p p e a r s t h a t many 
o f t h e most s e r i o u s a t t a c k s on j o u r n a l i s t s - n a m e l y , murde rs and 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s - a r e no t c o m m i t t e d by t h e Government bu t r a t h e r by i r r e q u l a r 
armed q r o u p s o r d r u q t r a f f i c k e r s . N o n e t h e l e s s , qovernment f a i l u r e t o c o n d u c t 
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r i g o r o u s i n v e s t i g a t i o n s s e r v e s t o undermine j o u r n a l i s t s ' r i q h t s t o l i f e and 
s e c u r i t y o f t h e p e r s o n as s u r e l y a s d o e s d i r e c t government c o m m i s s i o n o f 
v i o l a t i o n s . 

1 0 , Governments f u r t h e r m o r e may owe a s p e c i a l d u t y t o j o u r n a l i s t s t o p e r m i t 
them t o e n t e r c o n f l i c t z o n e s . T h i s d u t y , i f i t were t o be a r t i c u l a t e d , m igh t 
be based on t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f human r i g h t s r e p o r t i n g as a means o f m o n i t o r i n g , 
and t h u s d i s c o u r a g i n g , a b u s e s d u r i n g p e r i o d s when a b u s e s a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y 
l i k e l y t o be c o m m i t t e d . T h i s d u t y w o u l d , o f c o u r s e , i n c l u d e t h e d u t y no t t o 
h a r a s s j o u r n a l i s t s f o u n d w i t h i n o r s e e k i n g e n t r y i n t o c o n f l i c t z o n e s , such as 
by c o n f i s c a t i n g t h e i r e q u i p m e n t , d e t a i n i n g them, o r i n t e r r o g a t i n g them. 

1 1 , A n o t h e r i n t e r e s t o f j o u r n a l i s t s t h a t Governments may be o b l i g e d t o 
r e s p e c t i s t he r i g h t no t t o r e v e a l t h e i d e n t i t y o f t h e i r s o u r c e s s a v e i n 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y c i r c u m s t a n c e s . The r i g h t i s n e c e s s a r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f 
r e p o r t e r s a r e t o be a b l e t o g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n on c o r r u p t i o n and a b u s e s by 
Governments and armed g r o u p s , s i n c e w i t h o u t r e c o g n i t i o n o f such a r i g h t , 
s o u r c e s a r e l i k e l y no t t o d i s c l o s e i n f o r m a t i o n o u t o f f e a r o f i n t i m i d a t i o n o r 
a t t a c k . 


