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o f H i g h e r S t u d i e s i n C r i m i n a l S c i e n c e s , a non- rqovernmenta l 
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The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l has r e c e i v e d the f o l l o w i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
w h i c h i s c i r c u l a t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n 1296 ( X L I V ) . 

1. The I n s t i t u t e i s a n o n - p r o f i t i n t e r n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n f o u n d a t i o n , 
e s t a b l i s h e d by P r e s i d e n t i a l d e c r e e under I t a l i a n law, d e v o t e d t o the 
m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y s t u d y o f t h e c r i m i n a l s c i e n c e s i n t h e i r b r o a d e s t m e a n i n g . 
I t i s under the s c i e n t i f i c a u s p i c e s o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
P e n a l Law. 

2 . The I n s t i t u t e e n j o y s t h e s t a t u s o f a n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n on the 
R o s t e r , and t h a t o f a n o n - q o v e r n m e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a c c r e d i t e d t o t h e C o u n c i l 
o f E u r o p e . The I n s t i t u t e has h o s t e d the m e e t i n g s o f a number o f commi t tee o f 
e x p e r t s o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s and the C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e . These c o m m i t t e e s 
c o n v e n e d t o p r e p a r e d r a f t i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e C o n v e n t i o n 
a g a i n s t T o r t u r e and the B a s i c P r i n c i p l e s on t h e Independence o f the J u d i c i a r y . 

[21 June 1990] 

I. BACKGROUND OF THE INSTITUTE 
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3 . S i n c e 1972 the I n s t i t u t e has c o n d u c t e d 110 c o n f e r e n c e s , s e m i n a r s and 
m e e t i n q s o f e x p e r t s on d i v e r s e t o p i c s o f c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e and human r i q h t s , 
w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f o v e r 5,600 j u r i s t s f rom 79 c o u n t r i e s . 

I I . THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ARAB HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAMME 

4. Amonq the proqrammes o f f e r e d a n n u a l l y was a programme i n 1985 d e v e l o p e d 
f o r Arab j u r i s t s on the t o p i c o f " C r i m i n a l j u s t i c e r e f o r m and human r i q h t s 
e d u c a t i o n " . I t was a t t e n d e d by j u r i s t s f rom 10 A r a b S t a t e s and f rom 
P a l e s t i n e . At the c o n c l u s i o n o f t h a t c o n f e r e n c e , the p a r t i c i p a n t s e x p r e s s e d , 
i n an unanimous r e s o l u t i o n , t h e i r d e s i r e t h a t the I n s t i t u t e convene a meet ing 
o f Arab e x p e r t s t o p r e p a r e a d r a f t A r a b c h a r t e r on p e o p l e s ' and human r i g h t s . 
Tha t meet ing took p l a c e i n December 1986. Upon c o m p l e t i o n , the d r a f t c h a r t e r 
was s u b m i t t e d f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o the League o f A r a b S t a t e s and t o a l l A r a b 
heads o f S t a t e . T h r e e t h o u s a n d c o p i e s o f the p u b l i s h e d t e x t were w i d e l y 
c i r c u l a t e d t h r o u g h o u t the A r a b w o r l d and e l s e w h e r e . The w i d e - r a n g i n g s u p p o r t 
the d r a f t c h a r t e r r e c e i v e d was e v i d e n c e d by i t s endorsement by the A r a b U n i o n 
o f L a w y e r s , and by the l a r g e number o f newspaper and magazine a r t i c l e s wh ich 
p r a i s e d i t . The d e b a t e on the d r a f t c h a r t e r s t i l l goes on i n A r a b a c a d e m i c , 
l e g a l and p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s . 

I I I . THE HUMAN RIGHTS TEACHING CONFERENCES 

5. The I n s t i t u t e o r g a n i z e d a s e r i e s o f f i v e t e a c h i n g c o n f e r e n c e s , s p a n n i n g 
the orogrammes ( d e s c r i b e d below) i n which more than 350 law p r o f e s s o r s , 
j u d g e s i n v o l v e d i n j u d i c i a l t r a i n i n g proqrammes or i n s t i t u t e s , p o l i c e academy 
i n s t r u c t o r s and s e n i o r army m i l i t a r y j u s t i c e o f f i c e r s w i l l have p a r t i c i p a t e d . 
The programme i s i n t e n d e d t o p r e p a r e p a r t i c i p a n t s t o t e a c h human r i g h t s as 
a s p e c i a l i z e d c o u r s e , o r as p a r t o f o t h e r c o u r s e s . E a c h c o n f e r e n c e c o v e r s 
e i g h t working d a y s , s e v e n h o u r s per d a y . The l e c t u r e s and d i s c u s s i o n s a r e 
i n A r a b i c , w i t h A r a b i c l anguage m a t e r i a l s . 

6. The f i r s t o f t h e s e c o n f e r e n c e s took p l a c e i n J a n u a r y 1987, 
w i t h 42 p a r t i c i p a n t s ; the s e c o n d took p l a c e i n June 1988, w i t h 53 p a r t i c i p a n t s ; 
the t h i r d i n December 1988, w i t h 53 p e r s o n s p a r t i c i p a t i n g ; the f o u r t h took 
p l a c e i n June 1989, a t t e n d e d by 56 p a r t i c i p a n t s ; and the f i f t h c o n f e r e n c e 
i s p l a n n e d f o r J u l y 1990, w i th some 60 p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

IV. PUBLICATIONS 

7. In p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t e a c h i n g human r i g h t s i n Arab i n s t i t u t i o n s , f o u r b a s i c 
books have been w r i t t e n , as f o l l o w s : 

(a) Volume I, Human R i g h t s ; I n t e r n a t i o n a l and R e g i o n a l I n s t r u m e n t s 
i s a compendium o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l human r i g h t s c o n v e n t i o n s , 
t r a n s l a t e d i n t o A r a b i c . The p r e f a c e was w r i t t e n by the U n i t e d N a t i o n s 
U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l J a n M a r t e n s o n ; 

(b) Volume I I , Human R i g h t s : S t u d i e s on I n t e r n a t i o n a l and R e g i o n a l 
I n s t r u m e n t s c o n t a i n s s t u d i e s and e x p l a n a t o r y r e p o r t s and a n a l y s e s o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s ; 
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(c) Volume I I I ; Human R i g h t s ; A p p l i c a t i o n s i n t h e A r a b Wor ld c o n t a i n s 
r e p o r t s on s p e c i a l a p p l i c a t i o n s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y p r o t e c t e d human r i g h t s 
w i t h i n the Arab w o r l d , w i t h s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e t o the C o n s t i t u t i o n s o f the 
A r a b S t a t e s and l a w s . I t s i n t r o d u c t i o n has s t a t e m e n t s by K i n g H u s s e i n o f 
J o r d a n and Pr ime M i n i s t e r Mahdi o f the S u d a n ; 

(d) Volume IV, Human R i g h t s ; T e a c h i n g Methods i s a methods book on how 
t o t e a c h human r i g h t s (and i t s c o n t e n t s ) i n law s c h o o l s , p o l i c e a c a d e m i e s , 
j u d i c i a l i n s t i t u t e s , m i l i t a r y j u s t i c e and o t h e r s p e c i a l i z e d i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

8 . These f o u r vo lumes a r e the f i r s t o f t h e i r k i n d ever t o be p u b l i s h e d i n 
A r a b i c . The I n s t i t u t e has d i s t r i b u t e d o v e r 1,000 c o p i e s o f e a c h volume t o 
law p r o f e s s o r s , r e s e a r c h e r s , bar a s s o c i a t i o n s and law l i b r a r i e s t h r o u g h o u t 
the A r a b w o r l d . 

9 . A s p e c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n , under t h e a u s p i c e s o f the C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e , 
was r e l e a s e d i n September 1989. I t c o n t a i n s the E u r o p e a n C o n v e n t i o n on 
Human R i g h t s and the E u r o p e a n C o n v e n t i o n on T o r t u r e . I t i s t h e f i r s t 
A r a b i c t r a n s l a t i o n and d i s s e m i n a t i o n i n book form o f t h e s e i n s t r u m e n t s . 
The p r e f a c e was w r i t t e n by the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f the C o u n c i l o f E u r o p e , 
M a r c e l l i n o O r e j a . 

10 . The p r o c e e d i n g s o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e e n t i t l e d "The P r o t e c t i o n o f Human 
R i g h t s i n C o m p a r a t i v e C r i m i n a l P r o c e e d i n g s ; E g y p t , F r a n c e , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s " 
( d e s c r i b e d below) was p u b l i s h e d i n September 1989, i n "8 N o u v e l l e s E t u d e s 
P é n a l e s " . 

11 . The I n s t i t u t e a l s o p u b l i s h e d the c o n c l u s i o n s and recommendat ion o f the 
c o n f e r e n c e e n t i t l e d " C r i m i n a l j u s t i c e r e f o r m and human r i g h t s e d u c a t i o n " (1985) 
and the " D r a f t A r a b c h a r t e r on p e o p l e ' s and human r i g h t s " (1986) . 

V . IMPACT OF THIS PROGRAMME AND OTHER RELATED 
INITIATIVES IN THE ARAB WORLD 

12. P a r t l y as a r e s u l t o f t h e s e programmes, a number o f law s c h o o l s and 
s p e c i a l i z e d i n s t i t u t i o n s have e s t a b l i s h e d human r i g h t s i n s t i t u t e s and 
programmes. The u n i v e r s i t i e s o f C a i r o , Z a g a z i g , Mansourah and A s s u i t have 
e s t a b l i s h e d Human R i g h t s I n s t i t u t e s , and the R e s e a r c h C e n t e r o f the E g y p t i a n 
P o l i c e Academy i s p l a n n i n g o n e . The f o l l o w i n g f a c u l t i e s o f law have a l s o 
e s t a b l i s h e d human r i g h t s c o u r s e s : A s s u i t , C a s a b l a n c a , C a i r o , E i n - S h a m s , F e z , 
J o r d a n , Khar toum, K u w a i t , L e b a n e s e , M a n s o u r a h , M u ' t a , R a b a t , T u n i s , Z a g a z i g . 
In a d d i t i o n , the f a c u l t i e s o f law o f A l e p p o , B e n g h a z i and Damascus 
U n i v e r s i t i e s a r e p l a n n i n g s u c h c o u r s e s . 

13 . These programmes have a l s o i n i t i a t e d or c o n t r i b u t e d t o the p r o c e s s o f 
s t i m u l a t i n g r e s e a r c h and s t u d y o f human r i g h t s i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e A r a b 
w o r l d , which has t a k e n a v a r i e t y o f f o r m s . 

14. In December 1987, t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a i r o Law S c h o o l h e l d a c o n f e r e n c e 
e n t i t l e d " T e a c h i n g human r i g h t s i n law s c h o o l s " . 
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1 5 . S i n c e 1987, the E q y p t i a n A s s o c i a t i o n o f C r i m i n a l Law has h e l d i t s t h r e e 
a n n u a l c o n g r e s s e s on a t o p i c which i n c l u d e d human r i q h t s . 

16 . In A p r i l 1988, a c o n f e r e n c e was h e l d i n A l e x a n d r i a e n t i t l e d " P r o t e c t i o n 
o f human r i q h t s i n c o m p a r a t i v e c r i m i n a l p r o c e e d i n q s ; E q y p t , F r a n c e , and the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s " . I t was o r q a n i z e d by the I n s t i t u t e i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e 
E q y p t i a n , F r e n c h and A m e r i c a n s e c t i o n s o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
P e n a l Law. I t s p r o c e e d i n q s were p u b l i s h e d i n "8 N o u v e l l e s E t u d e s P é n a l e s " 
(1989) . 

1 7 . In J a n u a r y 1989, an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e was h e l d e n t i t l e d 
" U n i t e d N a t i o n s d e c l a r a t i o n on p r i n c i p l e s o f j u s t i c e f o r v i c t i m s o f c r i m e 
and abuse o f oower" . The c o n f e r e n c e ' s recommendat ions were read i n the 
p r e s e n c e o f P r e s i d e n t Mubarak , t h e E q y p t i a n C a b i n e t and many d i g n i t a r i e s , 
and were c a r r i e d by E g y p t i a n t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o programmes on t h a t d a y . 
The recommendat ions i n c o r p o r a t e d the work o f a commi t tee o f e x p e r t s which 
convened a t the I n s t i t u t e t o p r e p a r e d r a f t i m p l e m e n t a t i o n measures f o r the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s d e c l a r a t i o n ( these i m p l e m e n t a t i o n measures a r e c u r r e n t l y 
b e f o r e the U n i t e d N a t i o n s ) . 

18. The C o u n c i l o f A r a b M i n i s t e r s o f the I n t e r i o r c o n d u c t e d a t r a i n i n g 
s e s s i o n i n C a i r o i n September 1989 f o r s e n i o r law e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c i a l s , 
and one o f the t o p i c s was e n t i t l e d " P r o t e c t i o n o f v i c t i m s o f c r i m e " . 

19 . In May 1989, a c o n f e r e n c e on the same s u b j e c t was o r g a n i z e d by the 
A l g e r i a n Bar A s s o c i a t i o n at B a t n a . 

20. In August 1989, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Academy o f C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Law of 
T u n i s i a h e l d a s e s s i o n e n t i t l e d " C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Law and Human R i g h t s " . 

21 . A commi t tee o f e x p e r t s has been work ing a t the I n s t i t u t e on the 
p r e p a r a t i o n of an A r a b d r a f t c o n v e n t i o n a g a i n s t t o r t u r e , wh ich i s based i n 
p a r t on the 1984 U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n v e n t i o n and the 1986 E u r o p e a n C o n v e n t i o n . 
The t e x t i s i n the p r o c e s s o f p u b l i c a t i o n and w i l l be w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d . 

22. In 1989, a r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t was d e v e l o p e d by the I n s t i t u t e e n t i t l e d 
" P r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n the c o m p a r a t i v e c r i m i n a l p r o c e e d i n g s o f A r a b 
S t a t e s " and c u l m i n a t e d i n a major c o n f e r e n c e i n C a i r o i n December 1989. 
F o r t y - f i v e n a t i o n a l r e p o r t s f rom 15 A r a b S t a t e s were p r e s e n t e d and 3 g e n e r a l 
r e p o r t s s y n t h e s i z i n g the p r e - t r i a l , t r i a l and p o s t - t r i a l phases were p r e s e n t e d . 
The c o n f e r e n c e was under the a u s p i c e s o f P r e s i d e n t H o s n i Mubarak and was 
a t t e n d e d by s e v e r a l C a b i n e t o f f i c e r s and some 350 law p r o f e s s o r s , s e n i o r 
p o l i c e and m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s . T h i s s t u d y was the f i r s t o f i t s k i n d and i t s 
p u b l i c a t i o n w i l l l e a d t o a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the laws and p r a c t i c e s o f 
A r a b S t a t e s . 

23 . In June 1990 , the I n s t i t u t e w i l l s t a r t a t h r e e - y e a r summer programme on 
human r i q h t s f o r q r a d u a t e law s t u d e n t s i n A r a b law s c h o o l s . T h i s programme, 
wh ich w i l l be f o r c r e d i t towards m a s t e r s ' and d o c t o r a l d e g r e e s i n A r a b law 
s c h o o l s , w i l l p r e p a r e 90 t o 100 p e r s o n s who w i l l j o i n the a c a d e m i c ranks o f 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e u n i v e r s i t i e s . T h i s new programme w i l l f u r t h e r s t i m u l a t e the 
t e a c h i n g o f the s u b j e c t . 
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2 4 . A s i x t h c o n f e r e n c e o n t e a c h i n q human r i g h t s i s b e i n q c o n s i d e r e d 
f o r 1 9 9 0 - 1 9 9 1 . 

2 5 . A s e m i n a r f o r m e d i a p e r s o n s e n t i t l e d " R o l e o f t h e m e d i a i n t h e 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n a n d p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s " i s i n t h e p l a n n i n q s t a g e , 

V I . RANGE OF I N S T I T U T I O N A L P A R T I C I P A T I O N 

2 6 . A l t o g e t h e r some 350 l a w p r o f e s s o r s , j u d g e s , p o l i c e a c a d e m y i n s t r u c t o r s 
a n d m i l i t a r y j u s t i c e p e r s o n n e l h a v e b e e n d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e P r o g r a m m e s 
c o n d u c t e d a t t h e I n s t i t u t e b e t w e e n D e c e m b e r 1 9 8 5 a n d D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 0 . 

2 7 . Among t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s w e r e C a b i n e t o r f o r m e r C a b i n e t m e m b e r s , c h i e f 
j u s t i c e s a n d j u s t i c e s o f S u p r e m e C o u r t s , h i g h - r a n k i n g a r m y a n d p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r s , a n d s e n i o r g o v e r n m e n t l a w y e r s . 

2 8 . U n i v e r s i t i e s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s w h o s e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
t h e I n s t i t u t e ' s A r a b human r i g h t s p r o g r a m m e s f r o m t h e A t l a n t i c t o t h e G u l f 
a r e l o c a t e d i n ; M o r o c c o , T u n i s i a , A l g e r i a , L i b y a , E g y p t , S u d a n , J o r d a n , 
P a l e s t i n e , S y r i a , L e b a n o n , I r a q , S a u d i A r a b i a , K u w a i t , U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s 
a n d t h e R e p u b l i c o f Y e m e n . 

V I I . S I G N I F I C A N C E OF I N D I V I D U A L P A R T I C I P A T I O N 

2 9 . The c a l i b r e o f p e r s o n a l i t i e s a t t e n d i n g t h e I n s t i t u t e ' s a c t i v i t i e s a t t e s t s 
t o t h e s u p p o r t i t h a s i n a c a d e m i c , p u b l i c a n d o f f i c i a l c i r c l e s . Among t h o s e 
who h a v e a t t e n d e d a r e : m i n i s t e r s f r o m E g y p t , T u n i s i a a n d S y r i a ; c h i e f 
j u s t i c e s a n d S u p r e m e C o u r t j u s t i c e s f r o m A l g e r i a , E g y p t , J o r d a n , L e b a n o n , 
M o r o c c o , S a u d i A r a b i a , S u d a n , S y r i a , T u n i s i a a n d t h e U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s ; 
u n i v e r s i t y p r e s i d e n t s f r o m C a i r o , M a n s o u r a h a n d M u ' t a h ; d e a n s o f t h e l a w 
s c h o o l s o f t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s o f A l e p p o , A l e x a n d r i a , C a i r o , D a m a s c u s , E i n - S h a m s , 
F e z , J o r d a n , K h a r t o u m , M a n s o u r a h , R a b a t , T a n t a , T u n i s a n d Z a g a z i g ; d i r e c t o r s 
o f t h e j u d i c i a l t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t e s o f E g y p t , J o r d a n , T u n i s i a a n d M o r o c c o ; 
p r e s i d e n t s o f t h e n a t i o n a l b a r a s s o c i a t i o n s o f L e b a n o n , M o r o c c o a n d S y r i a ; 
m i l i t a r y p r o c u r a t o r g e n e r a l s o f E g y p t a n d T u n i s i a ; d i r e c t o r s o f p o l i c e 
a c a d e m i e s a n d r e s e a r c h c e n t r e s o f t h e M i n i s t r i e s o f t h e I n t e r i o r o f A l g e r i a , 
E g y p t , I r a q a n d S a u d i A r a b i a ; a m b a s s a d o r s f r o m E g y p t , M o r o c c o , S y r i a a n d 
T u n i s i a ; a n d l a w p r o f e s s o r s f r o m e v e r y A r a b l a w s c h o o l . 

V I I I . C O N C L U S I O N 

3 0 . T'lie c u m u l a t i v e e f f e c t o f t h e s e p r o g r a m m e s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s i s e x p e c t e d 
t o c r e a t e a c u l t u r e o f r e s p e c t a n d o b s e r v a n c e f o r human r i g h t s t h r o u g h 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m m e s . T h e m u l t i p l i e r e f f e c t w i l l a s s u r e d l y 
h a v e an i m p a c t o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f d e m o c r a c y a n d t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e 
r u l e o f l a w i n A r a b s o c i e t i e s . T h e s e p r o g r a m m e s h a v e a l r e a d y d e m o n s t r a t e d 
t h a t t h a t t h e y e n c o u r a g e and s t r e n g t h e n human r i g h t s ; d e v e l o p n e t w o r k i n g 
a n d s e l f - r e i n f o r c i n g s u p p o r t among A r a b j u r i s t s ; e n h a n c e i n t e r - A r a b r e g i o n a l 
c o - o p e r a t i o n ; s t i m u l a t e e d u c a t i o n a l a n d r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m m e s ; e n c o u r a g e 
t e a c h i n q ; p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r e x c h a n g e o f i n d i v i d u a l a n d n a t i o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s ; p r o v i d e new p e d a g o g i c a l m o d e l s ; g e n e r a t e a c l i m a t e o f o p e n n e s s 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; s t i m u l a t e m e d i a a n d p u b l i c i n t e r e s t ; a n d i n v o l v e p u b l i c 
o f f i c i a l s i n a p o s i t i v e w a y . 
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31. These a c t i v i t i e s , wh ich a r e new t o the A r a b w o r l d , a r e a l s o un ique i n t h e 
t h i r d wor ld f o r t h e i r i n t e n s i v e p e n e t r a t i o n and s y s t e m a t i c a p p l i c a t i o n , and 
f o r the s i g n i f i c a n t i n v o l v e m e n t o f s u c h a l a r q e number o f s c h o l a r s f rom t h e 
e n t i r e r e g i o n . Never has t h e r e been such a s y s t e m a t i c and f a r - r e a c h i n g 
proqramme on human r i g h t s i n a s i n g l e r e g i o n o f the w o r l d . 

32. The p r o t e c t i o n o f human r i g h t s i s one o f the b a s i c g o a l s o f j u s t i c e i n 
any s o c i e t y . I t i s a l s o the f o u n d a t i o n o f d e m o c r a c y , t h r o u g h which the A r a b 
w o r l d can a t t a i n p e a c e , s t a b i l i t y and p r o g r e s s . I t i s toward t h i s h u m a n i s t i c 
g o a l t h a t t h e s e e f f o r t s a r e d i r e c t e d . 


