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SECTION 4. POLICY-MAKING ORGANS (ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES) 

Table 4-1 

(in thousands of United States dollars) 

Revised Estimated additional requirements 

appropriation Rates Decisions of 'l.'otal 
1978-1979 of poli cy-makinp; Other revised 

Inflation exchange organs changes Total estimate 

7 968.5 - - (50.0) (696.7) (746.7) 7 221.8 
---- --- - --·- --
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SECTION 4: POLICY-HAKING ORGANS (ECONOHIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES) 

4.1 A net decrease of $746,700 is anticipated under this section as a result of 
savings of $303,400 under part A, Economic and Social Council and its functional 
commissions and committees and other recurrent Beetings, and further savin~s of 
$443,300 under part B, Special conferences. 

4.2 As indicated in table 4.2 above, the net unexpended balance of ~746,700 
results from a d~crea~a of $50,000 due to dacisions of policy-making organs and 
a net decrPasP of C696, 700 dxe to oth~r chan~Ps. 

A. :Cconcmic and Social Council and its functional 
commissions and cow~ittees and other rPcurrent 
~c.Petinr;s 

Economic and Social Council (Increase: $72,100) 

4.3 The appropriation for travel ($148,400) nroved insufficient to cover the 
actual expenditure ($187,100), resultinp, in a deficit of t38,700. In addition to 
the need to arrange for the travel from New York to Geneva of four Chinese 
interpreters, it was also necessary to send 34 staff members for substantive and 
technical servicing as a result of the restructuring exercise which involved the 
establishment of three separate organizational units to replace the former 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

4.4 It has also been necessary to rely more heavily on external printing for 
ECOSOC publications than was provided for in the appropriation. The current 
estimate of $119,500 for this purpose exceeds by $33,400 the amount appropriated. 

Committee for Programme and Co-crdir.ation (Decrease: $88,900) 

4. 5 As a result of the attendance of fewer members 1vho are residents of their 
capitals than anticipated, a saving of $87,800 was realized in the amount 
appropriated for that purpose. Hmrever, a deficit of ~;4,300 was incurred 
in respect uf the travel of representatives from the regional cummissions 
because of the unforeseen boldine; of two resumed sessions of the Cowmittee. 
This deficit vas more than offset by a saving of $5,400 relating to travel of staff 
to attend meetings of ACC. 

Committee on Review and Appraisal (Decrease: Sl3,900) 

4.6 The appropriation for this purpose vras not used because the Committee did not 
meet during the biennium. 

Committee for Development Planninr; (Decrease: $22,100) 

4.7 This saving resulted from the non-attendance by tHo members of the Committee 
at its fourteenth ~3ession and five at its fifteenth session and from the convening 
of only two ·Horking group meetings in 1978 instead of three as anticipated. 
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Population Commission (Decrease: $19,800) 

4.8 The twentieth session of the Commission was held in New York from 29 January 
to 9 February 19\9. Only 21 of the 21 members attended, resulting in a decrease 
of $12,800. Moreover, because the venue of the Commission was changed from 
Geneva to New York, a saving of $1,000 accrued in respect of staff travel. 

Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development 
(Decrease: $56,300) 

4.9 Of the 24 members of the Committee, only 20 attended each of the two sessions. 
Of the three ad hoc working groups provided for in the prograrr®e budget, only two 
vrere convened. 

Commission for Social Development (Decrease: $28,400) 

4.10 The twenty-sixth session of the Commission was held in New York in 
February/Harch 1979 and was attended by 18 of its 32 members, resulting in a 
decrease of $11,800. As the venue of this session was changed from Geneva to 
York, there vras no necessity for Headquarters staff to travel as provided for in 
the programme budget, resulting in a saving of $10,600. 

Statistical Commission (Decrease: $20,600) 

4.11 The twentieth session of the Commission -vras held in Nevr York in 
February/March 1919 and was attended by 17 of its 24 members, resulting in a 
savin~ of $10,400. Originally, this session was scheduled to take place in 
Geneva and vras budgeted for accordingly. The change of venue to New York resulted 
in savings of $10,200 in respect of travel of Headquarters staff to Geneva. 

Commission on Transnational Corporations (Decrease $150,000) 

4.12 The 1918-1919 programme budget included an appropriation to cover the cost 
of travel and subsistence of 15 persons to attend in a private consultative 
capacity the fourth and fifth sessions of the Corr®ission in 1978 and 1919, 
respectively. Of that number, only 11 representatives actually attended each of the 
Corr~ission's sessions. Furthermore, the travel costs for these persons vrere 
calculated on the basis of first class entitlements although in fact they were 
provided with economy-class transportation, as required in General Assembly 
resolution 32/198. As a result of these circumstances $100,000 remained unspent. 

4.13 As the Commission 1 s printing requirements were met internally, the 
appropriation of f-50,000 for external nrintinr was not used. 

Cartographic conferences (Increase: $31,400) 

4.14 At the thirtieth session of the General Assembly, apDropriations were 
requested for the external printing of the reports of the First United Nations 
Cartographic Conference for the Americas and the Eighth United Nations Cartographic 
Conference for Asia and the Far East. Both of these conferences were convened 
in 1976. The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions did not 
recommend acceptance of the requests on grounds that the manuscripts would not 
be ready for printing before the end of the biennium 1976-1977. Subsequently, vrhen 
the budget for 1978-1979 was formulated, the required appropriations were 
inadvertently omitted. Accordingly, the external printing requirements had to be 
met from savings within section 4 as a ,,Thole. 
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B. Special Conferences 

Conference on Science ancl 'rechnology for Develop:ent (Decrease: aa82 ,900) 

4.15 A total surplus of $317,600 was realized under this heading as a result of 
(a) delays in recruitment and mana~err.ent decisions not to fill certain posts in the 
Conference secretariat ( $226 ,000) (b) the cancellation of hro expert ,aroup 
meetings ($59,400) as a consequence of a decision of the Preparatory Committee for 
the Conference to have a document entitled "Science and technolocy and the 
future" prepared by hro experts, rather than by the expert group meetings 
originally envisaged (c) savings in respect of staff travel (~4,400) (d) a slight 
decrease in printing re~uirements (X2,800) and a saving in respect of miscellaneous 
items ($25,000). This surplus was partly offset by (a) an increase of $116,700 
in general operating expenses, ~103, 700 of 1-rhich constitutes the increase in 
rental charges over the appropriation; (b) an over-expenditure of t11,700 for 
supplies and materials; and (c) an increase of ~6,200 in requirements for other 
contractual services. 

Conference on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries 
(Decrease: $71,400) 

4.16 The surplus is due to savings under salaries and common staff costs and under 
other contractual services in connexion with information activities for the 
Conference. 

United Nations Conference on Nevr and Rene-vrable Sources of Energy 
(Decrease: $169,900) 

4.17 The surplus is due mainly to savings of $198,400 due to vacancies and delayed 
recruitrrent in respect of the Conference secretariat, offset by an over-expenditure 
of $25,000 for travel which was rr.et by redeployment of part of the surplus in the 
general temporary assistance account. 
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