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1. The General Assembly in resolution 33/181 of 21 December 1978 recalled its 
earlier resolutions _!/ on the use of office accow~odations and other facilities 
at the Vienna International Centre and authorized the Secretary~General to 
implement certain recommendations contained in his report 2/ and that of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questio~-s ]_/ on the subject. 
In particular it· 

(a) Reaffirmed its earlier authorization to implement fully the transfer to 
Vienna of certain organizational units of the Secretariat, ensurinr; at the same 
time that the success of the United Nations Decade for Homen and the Horld 
Conference to be held in 1980 would not be affected by the move of staff to Vienna 
from Neu York and Geneva. "!} 

(b) Approved the decision of the Secretary-General not to proceed further 
with arrangements for the transfer to the United Nations of Tmrer A -2 1-rhich 
originally had been intended for use of the International Atomic Energy Agency and 
which that orr;anization, upon reconsideration, n01-r wished to use for its own 
needs. 

(c) Authorized the additional funds required in the biennium 1978-1979 to 
effect the transfer of staff and operation of the Centre. 

(d) Requested the Secretary-~General to keep under revie-vr the question of 
adequately strengthening the necessary support services in Vienna and to report 
on this question to the General Assembly at its thirty--fourth session. 

2. The follo-vrin!'; report describes the actions taken by the Secretary--General to 
implement the provisions of resolution 33/181 and provides an account of the 
present status of the arrangements of the Vienna International Centre. 

!/Resolutions 3350 (XXIX); 3529 (XXX) and 31/194. 

~/ A/C.S/33/39 and Corr.l. 

]/ A/33/7/Add.20. 

~ Resolution 31/194. 



A/C.5/34/48 (Part I) 
Eni.jlish 
Page 4 

II. D:S'V:CLOH'lENTS SUJCE 1918 

A. Horl;: pro,a:ress 

3. Durinc the nast yeqr, construction of the Vienna International Centre 
proceeded '~enerallv in accordance v·rith the revised schedule -vrhich provided for 
initial occupancy by sane units in mid-1919. Although certain difficulties -vrere 
encountered due to delayed deliveries of eq_uinment and unexpected changes in plans, 
the vrork uas sufficiently comnlete to neruit initial moves in late Auc;ust. Some 
facilities such as the cafeteria and dinins room became operational in stages as of 
the encl. of August so that by mid-Se})tember, 1rhen the bulk of the United iTations 
staff had been transferred~ they were in full use. Similarly, as a result of a 
delay in the delivery of so11e equipment, the Library became fully operational only 
during October. 'l'he conference facilities, hovrever, vrere ready for use by 
15 October. It is expected that sm,le finishine; such as balancing tl1P 
air-conditioninr; system and final adjust;llent of certain mechanical installations 
vrill only be completed by the end of the year, but this "\·rill not interfere with the 
use of the premises. 

B. Headquarters Agreement 

4. During the past year considerable progress has been achieved towards tlle 
development of legal agreements concerning the use of the Centre. As previously 
reported~ three separate asreements are contemplated; one betvieen Austria and IAEA 
concerning the buildings assigned exclusively for IAEA use; one betvreen Austria and 
the United Nations relating to the builoings exclusively assigned for United illations 
use; cmd one signed by all three parties relating to the use of the conference and 
common service buildings. 

5. As it vas anticipated that these docu_rnents uould not be ready for signature 
until 180, tvo sup1Jlenental aFJ;reements extending the application of the existinr: 
UNIDO Headquarters Agreement to the areas occunied by UNIDO and the United Nations 
and to the com'non areas in the Vienna International Centre have been si12;ned in 
September 1979. IAEA has also signed a similar supplemental agreement re::sarding its 
office area as •:-rell as lJeing a signatory to the supplerr1ental agreement on the cmnrr1on 
areas. In order to regulate provisionally the use of the nev Headquarters area of 
the United Nations/Ul'TIDO, there has also been an exchrm.r:>;e of letters -vrith the 
Austrian Fmthorities settinr; forth certain agreed principles -vrhich are to be 
included in the future supplerr,ental Headquarters Ac;reenent. 

C. Inauf\uration ceremony 

6. The official O:?eninr; of the Vienna l11ternational Centre \·ras celebrated on 
23 Aur~ust 1979. In the presence of the Federal President of Austria~ the Mayor of 
the City of Vienna and a nuillber of Austrian and foreic;n dignitaries, the Federal 
Chancellor, on behalf of the Austrian people, nresentecl the building complex for use 
by the international or~anizations. The Secretar;-Gen~ral and the Director General 
of IAEA accepted the Centre and conveyed the ap"9reciation and gratitude of the 

I . .. 
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international or~:anizations for the r;cnerousity of the Government and people of 
;'mstria. In viev of t~e -vridesnread interest the nroject occasioned, arrangements 
\Jere nc,_de by the Austrian authorities for "onen d~ws 11 on 25 and 26 Auc;ust 1979 
durin<:; 1-rhich the :public uas invited to visit the cOl'1plex. 

D. Status of 1 ~oves 

7. 'Ihe occuprmcy of the Vienna International Centre -proceeded in accordance with 
the plans reported to the General Asser:tbly last year. Aclninistrative and technical 
sunuort staff began operations in the Centre in Au.~ust in order to prepare for the 
main bod;:r of staff ':-rho Here scheduled to move in SentemlJer. 

8. The staff of the International Trade Lmr Branch of the Office of Legal Affairs 
completed its r'love from Nev Yorlo;_ in September r-md the Branch >,ras operational in 
Vienna as of 15 Sentember 1979. 

9. The Centre for Soci8_l Development and Ilumani tarian Affairs corn.menced movine; 
fron He1r Yorlc to Vienna at the end of Auc;ust 1979 and the Centre >ras officially 
transferred to Vienna International Centre c:cs of 15 Septenber. In accordance vrith 
the directives of tlw General Assembly, the Secretary-General has scheduled the 
transfer of staff of the Centre in such a 1ray as not to interfere -vri th the 
completion of the pre-paratory \Torl: for the 'forld Conference for the United aations 
Decade for 1Tol'len: Equality, Development and Peace and for the Sixth United I'hltions 
Conference on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders. 

10. As indicated by the Secretary~General in his re-port to the thirty-third session 
of the General Assei'lbly, 5/ seven to ei£;ht Professionals of the Centre (together 
1rith su:mortineo: st8ff) -vrill rel"~ain in Hew Yorl' for a further limited -period on 
assignment to the Secretariat of the Uorld Conference on the United Nations Decade 
for '!omen. These nrofessionals 1rill move to Vienna as their vork is completed with 
roup:hly balf transferring in the spring of 1980 and the balance by DepteJ11ber 1980. 
Lil::evise, five Professionals, toc_;ether with necessary su;-::-porting staff of the 
Centre's Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch, vill remain for the time 
1Jeine; in Nev York, pendinG completion of the preparatory uork for the Sixth Unitec1 
IJ at ions Conference on the Prevention of Crim.e and the Treatment of Offenders. 
They -Fill also be transferred to Vienna in the course of the surine; and summer of 
1980. Budn;etary provision for these transfers has already bee; rmde in section 6 
of the proposed nroc;rw'Wle budc;et for 1980-1981. 

ll. The transfer fron Geneva of the staffs of the Division of Social Affairs, the 
Division of Harcotic Drugs, the Secretariat of the Internationctl ITarcotics Control 
Doarcl and the United Nations Fund for Drur;; Abuse Control 1vas also conmleted durine; 
Sent<C1rrber 1979 as scheduled. 

12. It >:ril1 be recctl1ecl that at its tlrenty-ei0hth session the Comnission on 
~arcotic Drugs questioned the plan to charge a nart of the cost of the illove of the 

2} A/33/339. 

I ... 
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narcotic drug activities from Geneva to Vienna to the United Nations Fund for Drug 
Abuse Control. Consequent to this action, at its snrins session in 1979 the 
Economic and Social Council requested the Secretary-General to seek General Assembly 
approval for the financing~ from existing regular budc;et resourcPs, of the costs 
of the transfer of the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control to Vienna. §_/ 
The Secretary-General intends to seek the General Asse~1bly approval in the context 
of the final performance report on the progranrne budc;et for the biennium 1978-1979, 
under section 14 entitled 11 International drug control". 

13. The move of UNIDO froJ11. its fon,1er premises in Vienna "\vas completed by the 
end of SepteGlber, as v1ere those of UiJRHA and the United Nations Scientific 
Conn'littee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UHSCEAH). The transfer of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency ( IAEA) to the new buildine;s 1vas effect eel in 
October 1979. 

14. As of 31 October 1979 a total of 3,241 persons hacl been installed ln the 
Vienna International Centre. This number vras co1JDrised as follows: 

United ~~Tat ions 211 

UNIDO 1,110 

UNRHA 255 

IAEA 1,380 

Staff of contractors and 
commercial orc;anizations 285 

E. Space situation 

15. Developments since the Secretary-General reportecl on this subject last year 
have confirr:1.ed the ]lroj ect ions of space use made at that tine. The requirer;1ent s 
of UNIDO and the other United Nations offices have largely taken up the office 
space in Tovrers D and E (formerly U-1 and U-2) and the Corrrrnon Services buildine;. 
A reserve of space equivalent to approxinately one floor remains. Hmrever, this is 
not in a sinr:;le block but is scattered throughout the respective floors to provide 
for r;rmvth of various units. Touers A and B (formerly A-1 and A-2), of course, are 
being utilized by IACA. Althouc;h a certain reserve of space exists in the 
conference buildinp; for transients and rrceeting servicing staff • as inuicated last 
year no substantial surplus of space ren1ains in the United Nations areas of the 
Vienna International Centre. If at a future date the situation should change the 
Secretary-General, as previously stated, 7/ uill bring the matter ac;ain to the 
attention of the General Assembly. -

16. Prior to the decision of IACA in 1978 to retain ToHer B for its oun use, work 
had been initiated on the top floor of that Touer for the special facilities 

§) Econonic and Social Council resolution 1919/10. 

1/ A/C.5/33/39, para. 25. 

I . .. 
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required by the Narcotics Laboratory. Foll01ving the change in nlans, the 
Laboratory uas located on the top floor of To-vrer E. This v-rork vas done at no cost 
to the United Nations and it is expected that the Laboratory 1rill be fully 
o:oerational in the nev facilities during October 1979. 

F. Supportin~ comruunity services 

17. Durinc the past year the Austrian authorities continued their efforts to 
assure that the staff moving to the Vienna International Centre -vrould have 
adeQuate educational, housing~ transportation and shopping facilities. 

lG. In September 1978 the Vienna International School began operations using as 
its nucleus the premises, staff ancl student body of the former "English School". 
More than 63 per cent of the 800 students have parents vrorking in international 
organizations or the diplomatic corps and 68 nationalities are represented in the 
student body. The curriculum, uhich is modelled on that of the United Nations 
International Schools in NeH Yorl( and Geneva, starts vith a pre-school programme 
for three-year-old children and offers instruction up to the university entrance 
examination. In 19130 it vrill be able to enter students to the international 
baccalaureate. The school operates under the Emspices of, and -vrith substantial 
financial assistance from the Austrian Government. The Austrian authorities have 
also been most helpful in arranging for the placement of children in day care 
centres and kinder,3artens both in the vicinitv of the Vienna International Centre 
and elseuhere. 

19. As regards housing, follovring the organization in October 1977 of the Joint 
Housing Service by UNIDO~ IAEA and the International Institute of Applied Systems 
Analysis ( IIASA), much has been done to obtain adcli tional inforYYJ.at ion on the 
availability of housinp: in Vienna and to assist staff menbers in finding suitable 
acconmodation. By the end of September 1979 the Joint Housinp; Service had 
axranp:ed for 779 rental contracts vri th an averae;e rent of 5 ,9G5 Austrian schillin;:;s 
(anproxiEmtely ~:;475) ner month~ il1cluding house maintenance costs but excluding 
utilities. 

20. During recent months 26 staff me111bers transferring from 1'Jev Yorl\. and Geneva 
obtained accOlml)oclation via the Joint Housing Service. The UNIDO Legal Liaison 
Office provides a lee;al consultant to assist staff members -vrith rental contracts 
and the purchase of real estate. Evidence indicates that by co-orclinatinc; the 
housing requirements of the United Nations and the other international organizations, 
the Joint Housing Service has been able to exert a moderating influence on the 
level of rents. 

21. The City of Vienna has also taken a number of measures to improve public 
transport::ltion facilities leading to the Vienna International Centre. The bus line 
vhich provides a link to the residential district, -vrhere the maj crity of staff 
resides, has been extended. The City has also increased the frequency of tramvay 
services to the Centre. Finally, arrangel'1ents have been completed l·rhich provide 
a commuting bus service to and from the Centre running on nine routes on an 
established schedule. 

I . .. 
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22. In orDer to i''mrove shoppiDf'" facilities close to the Vienna International 
Centre, arranc;eBents have been I'1adP uith a nearby sho:opinE: centre to nrovicle a 
free shuttle bus service behreen the Centre ancl the centre c~urinc; the middav lunch 
period. Another larc;e sh01Ypin:\ centre, vhich is also locatecl near the CPntre, has 
ac;reed to offer a uide varietv of r;oods at uholesale nrices to the st2"ff. 

23. In order further to assist transferring staff to acla-pt to life in Vienna, 
UJITIDO has increased the number of German lanc;uagP classes and addition9.l classes 
are planned if they prove necessary to Ineet the needs of the transferring staff. 
Furthermore, the self-su-pnorting German cle.sses for cleDendents of staff members 
uhich have been orc;anized for several years throu:3h the Unitecl Nations Homen's Guild 
have invited spouses to particiTmte. 

24. Finally, with the openinc; of the Vienna International Centre, the Austrian 
Broadc2stin::; System initia.ted a special raclio service for the Vienna area called 
"Blue Danube Raclio". The purpose of this service, 1rhich is provided several hours 
each clay, is to supply members of the international comrmnity in Vienna -vrith ne1vs, 
infor:nation, entertainment and useful hints in both Enf:lish and French. The 
response inclicates tlnt the international coD.I'lunity considers it to be a 'nost 
valuable adjunct to the existinc; entertaini'lent and cultural facilities. 

I ... 
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25. UndPr the terms of the riemorandum of Understanding signPd betvrepn the Secretary~ 
General, the Director General of IAEA and the Executive Director of UNIDO in 1977, 
various corrmon services were allocated to the three parties concerned on a cost 
sharing basis. A tripartite committee >·rhich also cvas Pstablished by thP l'lemorandum 
of Understanding, on which thP Secr,tary-General, the Director General of IAEA and 
the Executive Director of ill~IDO are represented, met a number of times during 1979 
to monitor thP arrangements for common servicE's and to co-·ordinate the various 
aspects of tlH' move. 

26. The Committee determined that it uould be in the interests of all concerned 
to have certain building maintenance and operations activities carried out on a 
contractual basis rathf"r than vith '1in housen staff. Accordingly contractual 
arrangements have been made for cleanine; and vrindovJ vashing, elevator maintenance, 
catering and maintenance of the mechanical and electrical (other than loi>T-vol tage) 
installations. 1\s regards th"' maintenance of the mechanical and electrical 
installations, the company which built the complex, Internationales Amtssitz~ und 
Konferenzzentrum \·Iien ( LAKvl), has bpen employed for one year to provide this 
service in viE'V of its special knouledge of thP design and installation of the 
equipment, and to facilitate enforcPment of vendor's and contractor 7 s guarantees. 

27. As previously reported, under thP Agreement vrith IAFA and U!\fiDO, I.AEA vill be 
responsible for the onPration and managPment of (a) computer services, (b) library 
services, (c) printing and reproduction, (d) corr@issary, and (e) medical service. 
UHIDO l·rill be responsiblP for (a) buildings management and oneration, (b) caterins 
faciliiies, and (c) languagE" training. The United >Jations ·Hill, for its part, be 
responsible for security and safety functions. Arrangements have been made for 
the interchange of staff betueen the organizations to effect thE" consolidation of 
these formerly separate activities. 

28. The question of allocating to one or the other organization additional 
services vhich might be consolidated, such as procurement, contracting and 
conference services remains to be revievred after experience has been gained with 
the common arrangements already undertaken. 

B. Cost sharing 

29. The arrangements for cost sharing for initial expenses to provide equipment 
and installations beyond those furnished by the Austrian Government provided that 
each organization, the United 1\Tations and IAEA, vill be responsible for expenses 
in respect of thP Office Towers, vrhich they vrill respectively occupy. The costs 
related to thE" Common Services buildings vrhich house such activities as the 
restaurant, cafeteria, commissary, receiving, storage and corr~unications areas, 
are to be shared on an f'gual basis. The costs related to the Conference building 

I ... 
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are to be shared on the basis of the proportionate use by the two organizations. 
Of the nine conference rooms, five are reserved for priority use by the United 
Nations and four by the Agency. §../ 

30. As regards language training, the United Nations, vhich will provide this 
service on a cost-of-use basis, ·Hill be responsible for provision of the equipment 
for language laboratories -vrhile the Agency will be similarly responsible for all 
initial expenses in respect of the computer facility and equipment. 

31. A vorking group on cost sharing for recurrent expenditures which consists of 
representatives of the United Nations and the Agency has developed over-all 
principles and procedures for the distribution of operating costs of common services. 
These provide that the organization responsible for a common service will award 
contracts as necessary, record the costs incurred and bill the other organizations 
in accordance with agreed cost sharing arrangements. These procedures provide for 
payments proportionate to areas occupied in the case of such services as utilities 
or direct reimbursement of costs for services such as computer use or printing. 
llherever possible, efforts have been made to provide for direct billine; to an 
organization for services provided, as for example in the case of cleaning where 
separate contracts have been established on the one hand for the IAEA towers and 
on the other for United Nations/UNIDO office buildings and the common service areas. 
Charges for the latter jointly used areas will be prorated. T'hese arrangements will 
be continuously monitored by the -vrorking group to assure equitable distribution of 
costs. 

C. Hajor repairs and replacements 

32. The question of responsibility for major repairs and replacements at the 
Vienna International Centre has been the subject of extensive discussions bet1.;reen 
the organizations and the Austrian authorities and vhile negotiations on some 
points are still continuing, general agreement has been obtained on the concept of 
cost sharing for major repairs and replacements subject to the follo1,;ring provisions 
1-rhich have still to be incorporated into an appropriate agreement: 

(a) The three parties (Government of Austria, the United Nations and the 
Ae;ency) shall establish a Common Fund to meet the costs of major repairs and 
replacements at the Vienna International Centre; 

(b) The Fund shall become operative on 1 January 1981. The cost of major 
repairs and replacements required for the operation of the Centre prior to that date 
vill be borne fully by the Austrian Governrrent; 

(c) The annual contribution to the Fund shall bP ~)100 ,000 shared equally 
behreen the three parties; 

§) This represents a modification of an earlier understanding -vrhereby the 
Agency had requested priority use of only three conference rooms. 

I ... 
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(d) Payments made from the Fund during any year shall, in addition, bp 
replenishPd in equal shares by parties during the subsequent year, subject to 
paragraph ( e ) be lm,r; 

(e) There shall be a ceiling of ~~225 ,000 on the financial liability for each 
calendar year of each of the international organizations~ over and above these 
limits the responsibility will be that of the Austrian Government; 

(f) The authority over the Fund shall be vested jointly in the Austrian 
Government, the United Nations and IAEA. Accordingly, the Fund shall be 
administered by the three parties, and decisions affecting the Fund shall be 
taken jointly; 

(g) The ceiling on the annual financial liability of the international 
organizations shall be re-examined after five years in the light of experience 
and/or agreed plans for major repairs and replacements; 

(h) After the Fund has bPen ln existence for 10 years, there shall be a 
reviPu to consider terms on 1vhi ch it should continue. 

D. Central services 

33. Central services covers (a) the costs of maintaining and opPrating the Centre 
and (b) the additional costs of administration incurred by UNIDO. The former 
category includes all costs associated with the operations of the Centre, including 
those costs which the United Nations/UNIDO pays against reimbursement from IAEA 
and UNnHA. 'Ihis category, therefore, includes all general operating expenses as 
\Tell as the costs of the Buildings ITanagement Service and the Safety and Security 
Service. In this connexion, the provision of buildings management is a 
responsibility of UNIDO, vhile security is a responsibility of the United Nations. 
The latter catee;ory includes the provision of services by the Administrative 
Services Division of UNIDO, including financial functions (accounting, payroll 
and treasury) and pPrsonnel functions other than those provided throue;h the United 
Nations AdJllinistrati ve Office (see para. 37 belmr). 

34. It had beE•n hoped that the present report could have been based on the 
experience gained during several months of operation, Hovrever, the main removal 
to the Vienna International Centre did not bPgin until the end of August and -vras 
not complPted until early november 1979, so that normal operating c:onditions will 
prevail only for the last two months of thP year. Hhile virtually no operating 
experience yet exists, a large number of contracts affecting major items of 
expenditure have been concluded and a more precise picture of the real staffing 
requirements has been gained since the preparation of the Secretary-General's report 
to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session 2/ on vrhich the initial 
estimates were based. 

z/ A/C.5/33/39 and Corr.l. 
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35. Experience to date has shown that some adjustments in staffing will be required, 
as comparPd Hith pr"'vious estimates, in a number of areas, including Buildings 
r ianagement > Security and Safety and Corr!lllw"li cations, Archives and Records. 'fhe 
latter area, ivhich includes mail order operations and messenger sorvice, 1-ras not 
strengthened by the General Assembly at its thirty-third session in contemplation 
of the move, and is in particular need of reinforcement at this time. 

36. Details of these adjustments may be found in section IV C under Budgetary 
matters. 

E. United 11Tations Administrative llanagement 

37. In llay 1978 a Co-ordination and Planning Office iVBS established to serve as 
the focal point for planning and liaison for the move of units to Vienna and the 
development of arrangements for the occupancy and management of the buildings and 
facilities of the Vienna International Centre. Experience has proven not only the 
value of this office during the transition period, but more importantly the need 
for an executive and administrative management office responsible directly to 
.LJe1.r Yorl'- Headquarters for the administrative servicing of the United Nations units 
located in Vienna. Although current arrant\ements provide that UJUDO ivill furnish 
routine administrative services such as uayroll processing, recruitment of General 
Service staff, the ~rovision of office supplies and the maintenance of expenditure 
accounts, it has already become clear that the United Nations units in Vienna 
require the full-time assistance of a senior official '>rho can provide administrative 
and executive guidance similar to that T,Jhich they "\•rere accustomed to receiving in 
Nev York and Geneva. The need for this function has become particularly apparent 
in vi""w of the anticipated establishment of UNIDO as a specialized agency. Hhen 
that takes place the Vienna International Centre vill become the headquarters of 
tvo indepPnd>>nt organizations, IAKI\. and UNIDO, as vrell as providing accommodation 
for United Nations offices in Vienna. I'he development of this situation ~-rill 
require the establishrrent of a clearly identifiable and distinctive United Nations 
presence in Vienna in the nature of a core administration. This office 1vill not 
only be responsible for normal administrative arrangements, but also for 
co-ordinating conference scheduling and services and relationships vith the host 
Government. Under the circumstances, the Secretary-General proposes the 
establishment of a United Nations Administrative Office in Vienna, headed by an 
officer at the Director (D-2) level, responsible to the Under-Secretary-General for 
Administration, Finance and llanagement. Ihe existing post of Chief of Co-ordination 
and Planning Office (D-1) iVOuld be suppressed. Other budgetary changes, reflecting 
the changes in responsibility discussed in this part of the report, will be 
presented in section IV C under Budgetary :Tatters. 

F. Library servlces 

38. Under section 29F of the proposed program_me budget for the biennium 1980-
1981, 10/ the Secretary-General stated that he was revievring the level of library 

10/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session, 
Supplement No. 6 (A/34/6), vol. II, sect. 29F, paras. 29.123 to 29.125. 
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services required by the units transferred to Vienna in order to em;ure adequate 
support services for the work programme of these units as requested by resolution 
33/181 of 21 December 1978. 

39. Follouing the :'lemorandum of Understanding of 31 11!arch 1977, library facilities 
at the Vienna IntPrnational Centre are to be provided by a common library under the 
general direction of IABA. 'Ihe Secretary-General is of the opinion that a central 
library, servicing I.AEA and UNIDO as well as the units transferred to Vienna, is 
a more economical and efficient vay of providing comprehensive resources and 
services than a dispersal of such resources to several smaller library facilities. 
In this he concurs with the views expressed by the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions in their first report on the proposed 
programme budget for the bienni urn 1980-1981. 11/ 

40. After reviPI,ring the existing library facilities of UNIDO and IAEA vrhich are 
to form the basis of the nev common library at the Vienna International Centre, and 
after careful assessment of the library needs of the units transferred from Nev York 
and Geneva, the Secretary-General has concluded that these facilities must be 
expanded and strengthened in order to ensure that the collections and services are 
adequate to meE?t the w·ork programme of the units concerned. The libraries of IAEA 
and UUDO are relatively small, technical and specialized collections, limited to 
a large extent to the subject areas covered by these organizations. To serve the 
units moving to Vienna, it will be necessary to expand the collection to a range of 
subject fields in the social sciences (for the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs, incorporating the Division of Social Affairs from Geneva) and 
the subject fields covered by the Division of Narcotic Drugs, the United Nations 
Fund for Drug Abuse Control and the International 1Tarcotics Control Board. 

41. In this regard budgetary provision will be needed for a strengthening of the 
central servicing staff of the common library as \>Jell as for maintenance of the 
collections. Details of these provisions may be found in section IV D under 
Budgetary matters. 

42. In view of the spPcial needs of thP International Trade Law Branch of the 
Office of Legal Affairs, a separate reference library has been established for the 
Branch pursuant to resolution 33/181 of 21 December 1978. Last year the General 
Assembly approved the creation of a Professional post in the Branch for a law 
librarian at the P-4 level and provided for su-pport in~ General Service assistance. 
It also authorized the expenditure of i)lOO ,000 out of the net savings realized 
from the decision of IAEA to occupy Tower B for the establishment of the library. 
In addition the Government of Austria offered a contribution of approximately 

50,000 to enable the Branch to build up its essPntial stock of rPference materials. 

43. The contribution of approximately ~ll50 ,000 by th"' Government of Austria is 
being made in tvo segments of approximately <;75, 000 each, one in 19'79 and the other 
in 1980. !lost of the ar:1ount contributed for 1979 vill have been spent or committed 
by the end of 1979. ThP Government of Austria has given assurance that the amount 
not spent in 1979 vrill be available for use in 1980, in addition to the amount 
previously allocated for 1980. 

11/ See Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-fourth Session, 
Supplement liTo. 7 (A/34/7), sect. 29F, para. 29.53. 
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G. Information services 

44. 'Ihe move to the Vienna International Centre of U!\TIDO as -vrell as the units 
from IJei-J York and Geneva has already resulted in an additional \Wrkload for the 
U1\TDIO Information Service, and this -vrill certainly increase in the 1980-1981 
biennium. ~ot only will the service have the responsibility for the information 
activities of UNIDO, but must also handle the public information requirements of 
the newly transferred units of the United Nations Secretariat. None of these units 
have an information officer on their staff and over-all information activities for 
them, including press coverage of meetings as well as preparation of materials such 
as information pamphlets, has been provided in the past from central information 
services in New York and Geneva. In recognition of this, the Division of 
Information of UNIDO was strengthened by one P-3 in 1979, following submission of 
revised estimates by the Secretary-General at the thirty-third session (A/C. 5/33/39). 
Initial experience in Vienna has shown that this reinforcement of UNID0 1 s capacity 
is not sufficient and a further strPngthening is required. 

45. The area provided for the Guided Tour Lecture Service 1ms one of the last to 
be completed and, as a result, at the time of the preparation of this report, the 
activity is still in its organizational stage. It is not possible, therefore, to 
report any developments additional to the proposals contained in the initial budget 
estimates for the 1980-1981 biennium. 12/ 

H. Conference services 

46. It is planned that the conference servicing requirements of the units 
transferred to Vienna i-Jill be met by making the best possible use of existing 
resources, both regular and temporary, of the Department of Conference Services, 
Headquarters; Conference Services, Geneva; and mgiDO Conference Services. 13/ An 
agreement reached bet1wen the Department of Conference Services of the United 
Nations and UNIDO envisages that, on an experimental basis, UNIDO will assume 
responsibj_lity for the provision of conference services to United Nations bodies 
whose established headquarters is now Vienna. This arrangement is subject to 
review after one year of actual working experience from 1 January 1980 to 
31 December 1980. 

47. Conference Services, the United Nations Office at Geneva, and the Department of 
Conference Services in New York will provide appropriate backstopping to UNIDO 
Conference Services, vrhich is expected to involve, inter alia, the assignn:ent of 
staff members from Geneva or New York to service meetings in Vienna. The 
responsibility for financial management and controls will rest 1ilith the United 
Nations Office at GPneva. It ,,rill also undertake, in co-operation -vri th UNIDO 
Conference Services, to prepare staffing and cost estimates for meeting~ to be held 
in Vienna, which are to be included in a statement of financial implications. 

12/ See Official Records of the General AssPmbly, 'Thirty-fourth SPssion, 
Suppl~ent No. 6 (A/34/6), vol. II, income sect. 3, para. 3.56. 

13/ Ibid., vol. II, sect. 29C, para. 29.100. 
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48. As regards conference room facilities, the Vienna International Centre 
comprises nine conference rooms. Three have a seating capacity of up to 90 
delegations, two rooms have a seating capacity of up to 70 delegations and four 
rooms provide seats for up to 30 delegations at tables, vlith the exception of 
one large and three small conference rooms for which IAEA has priority use, the 
other conference rooms are at the disposal of UNIDO and the United Nations. Hhen 
not required by the organization for which they are reserved, each of the rooms is 
available for use by one or the other organization. Given the limited seating 
capacity, only meetings and conferences with a rr.oderate number of delegations or 
participants can be accommodated in the Centre. 

49. In order to supplement the conference facilities available at the Vienna 
International Centre, the Austrian Federal Governrr.ent has decided to put at the 
disposal of the United Nations conference space at the Vienna Hofburg Congress 
Centre free of charge for meetings of all United Nations bodies based in the Centre 
which cannot be accommodated in those premises. The offer includes the costs for 
standard personnel, heating, normal cleaning and electricity. The Secretary-General 
welcomes this generous offer which should assure that sufficient conference space 
vrill be available in Vienna for United Nations conferences. 

I. United Nations Postal Administration 

50. In accordance with the plans reported last year, the Government of Austria and 
the United Nations completed an agreement for the establishment of an office of the 
United Nations Postal Administration (mTPA) at the Vienna International Centre 
under terms similar to those applicable to the UNPA offices in New York and Geneva. 
Authorization for this action had been f,ranted in Hay 1978 by the Executive Council 
of the Universal Postal Union. 

51. On 24 August 1979 UNPA initiated sales of United Nations stamps in Austrian 
currency. Through the co-operation of the city of Vienna and the Austrian postal 
and telegraph authorities the opening ceremonies, as well as first day sales, were 
conducted at the Vienna City Hall. The response of collectors was enthusiastic and 
there was a heavy demand for the stamps. Although complete records are not yet 
available it appears that sales in Vienna by the end of the year vrill exceed 
~:a ,000,000, -vvhile sales in Ne1v York, Geneva and the other world-wide outlets of 
UNPA will be more than ~31 ,650 ,000. 

52. The post office at the Vienna International Centre which is run by the Austrian 
postal and telegraph authorities, as well as the sales office of UNPA, opened on 
27 August 1979, It is planned that by early 1980 the Vienna office of UHPA will 
have established the necessary computerized system to permit transfer from Geneva 
of responsibility for the filling of orders and the distribution of stamps in 
Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany as well as such other areas as could 
conveniently and economically be served by the Vienna office. 
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53. Beginning in 1980, all commemorative stamps of the United Nations 1vill be 
issued in Austrian as -vrell as United States and S-vriss currency denominations. As 
the office continues through its set-up period the staffing situation is being ke~t 
under closP revie1v. PrPsPnt indications suggest that ivhile the basic organizational 
structure is adPQUate, strengthening in certain areas, particularly that of 
financial controls and supervisory staff, will be necessary. If interest in United 
Nations stamps remains at its present level, it will also be necessary to increase 
the provision for temporary assistance; however, it would be premature at this 
stage to estimate the amount of additional funds vhich might be needed. 


