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- HUMAN RIGHIS QUESTIONS

Report of the Second_(Soclal) Committee (Part'I}

1. The Second (Socxalj Comm:ttee con51dered human rights questlons (aqenda )
item 3) at its 12th to meetings, from 15 to ___ May 1990. ‘It had before u; the

following documents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on measures to be taken against Nazi,
Fascist and neo-Fasnist activities amd all other forms of totalitarian ideologies

and practices based on apartheid, racial discrimination and racism, and the
systematic denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms (A/45/170-E/1990/32);

(b) Report of.the-secretary-General on regional arrangements for the
promotion and protectien of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

(A/45/210-E/1990/21) ;> SIS

{(c) Letter dated 22 December 1989 from the Secretary -General to the President

of the Economic and Social Council transmlttlng the advisory opinion of the

International Court of Justice dated 15 December 1989 on the appllcablllty of

article VI, section 22, of the Conventlon on the Pr;v:leges and Immunities of the
United Nations (E/1990/l5 and Add.l); : .

(4) Report of the. Comm1551on on Human R;ghts on JtS forty- 31xth session
(E/1990/22 and Corr.1 and Add. 1); 17

1/ Official Records of the Economic _and ESocial Council, 1980. Supplements -
Hos, 2 and 2A. - S o IR SO : - - .
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(e) Report of the Committee on Ecomomic, Social and Cultural Rights on its
fourth session (E/1950/23); 2/

(£) Report of the Secretary-General on the 1mp1ementatxon of Economic and
Social Council resolution 1983/30.on the suppression of the traffic in persons and
of the exploitation of the prostitution of others (E/1990/33);

(g) DMNote by the Secretariat transmitting ar extract from the report of the
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on southern Africa of the Commission on Human
Rights (E/1990/37);

(h) Mote by the Secretariat transmitting the general comments on the
non-discrimination clauses of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, adopted by the Human Rights Committee at its thirty-seventh session
(E/1990744);

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on the situation and developments
regarding the logistical and hwnan rights resources support for the activities of
the Centre for Human Rights (E/1990/50):

(3) MHote by the Secretary-General on allegations regarding infringements of
trade union rightsa: implemantation of Economic and Social Council resolution
1989/82, paragraph 9 (E/1%%0/87 and Add.l):

{x) Statement submitted by the Four Directions Council, a non-goverumental
organization in consultative status with the Economic and Sgcial Counczl,
category 1II (E/1990/NG0/2):

(1) Statement submitted by the American Association of Jurists, Arab
Organization for Human Rights, Internaticnal Commission of Health Professionals for
Health and Human Rights, International League for the Rights and Liberation of
Peoples, Pax Romana (International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural
Affairs) (International Movement of Catholic Students), Service, Justice and Peace
in Latin America and World Student Christian Federation, non-governmental
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council,
catetory II, and the International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movements, a
non-governmental organizatior on the Roster (E/1990/NG0/4).

2. At its 12th to 1l6th meetings, the Committee held a general discussion on the
item. At its 12th meeting, on 15 May, the Committee heard an 1ntroductory
statement by the Deputy Director of the Centre for Human R;ghta.

3. Also at the 1l2th meeting, statements were made by the representatives of
Ireland (on behalf of the States Members of the United Rations that are members of
the European Economic Community), the United States of America, France,

5/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1990, Supplement
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Caechoslovakia, the Union of Soviet Sociall
alist Republics and i
observers for Chile and Egypt. g rlexico and the

4. At the 13th meeting, on 16 Ma
. Y, the Rapporteur of tbe Committee on Eco i
Social and Cultural Rights made a statement. nemer

5. Also at the 13th meeting, statements were made by the representatives of
Canada, the Ukrainian Soviet Sociamlist Republic, the German Democratic Republic and
Cuba and by the observers for Denmark (on behalf of the NHordic countries), the
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Myanmar and Viet Nam. The observer for the
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, a non-governmental organization
in consultative status with the Council, category I, also made a statement.

6. At the 14th meeting, on 16 May, statements were made by the representatives of
Y?QOS}avia and by the observers for Mongolia, Australia, the Philippines and
ngefaa. The observer for the World Federation of Trade Unions and the World
Muslim Congress, non-governmental organizations in comsultative status with the

Council, category I, also made statements.

7.' At the 15th meeting, on 17 May, statements were made by the representatives of
Guinea, New Zealand, China, Brazil and Bulgaria and by the observers for Sri Lanka,
Lebanon, Hungary, Peru, Norway, Argentina, Romania and Poland.

8. %t the 16th meeting, on 17 May, statements were made by the representatives of
Alg?rla, Sweden, Indonesia, Wicaragua, Pakistan, Japan, Venezuela, Irag, Cuba,
India and Greece and by the observers for Cambodia, the Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic, E1 Salvador and Cyprus.

Recommendationsg contaiped in the report of the
: ommission on Human Righ

S. Chapter I of the report of the Commission on Human Rights on its forty-sixth

session (E/1990/22 and Corr.l) contained 9 draft resolutions and 29 draft decisions

recommended for adoption by the Council. FProgramme budget implications of the

Proposals were set out in anmex III to the addendum to the report (E/1990/22/Add.l).

of South Afriga
At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution I,
entitled "Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of political,

military, economic and other forms of assistance given to the racist and
colonialist régime of South Afriga", by a recorded vote of 32 to 7, with 7

10.

abstentions (see para. 61 below, draft resolution I). The voting was as follows: 3/

3/ The delegations of Algeria, Lesotho and Zambia subsequently indicated
that, had they been present during the voting, they would have voted in favour of

the draft resolution.
/.I.
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In favour: Bahamas, Bahrain, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, China, Colombia.,
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of)}, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, Nicarague, Pakistan, Rwanda,
Saudi Arabia, Thalland, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukrainiam Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Agalinst: France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Italy, Netherlands,

Portugal, Unlted Kingdom of Great Britain and Worthern Ireland,
United States of America,

Abstaining: Canada, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, Sweden.

x 1

11. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolutlen II,
entitled “Right to freedom of opiniorn and expression" (see para. 61 below, draft
resolution II). :

12, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution III,
entitled “Compensation for victims of gross violations of human rights" (see
para. 61 below, draft resolution III).

i caf rinci n ran for th rotection of
1llv-— for th r men mental h r

13, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution IV,
entitled "Question of a draft body of principles and guarantees for the protection
of mentally-il1 persons and for the Improvement of mental health care” (see

para., 61 below, draft resolution IV).

idelin he _u £ m eriz rsonal £il

14. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution ¥,
entitled "Guidelines on the use of computerized personal files” (see para. 61
below, draft resolution V).

15. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution VI: .
entitled "Rights of persons belonging to national, ethaic, religious and linguistic
minorities" (see para. 61 below, draft resolution VI).

Fens
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£ laration a_righ nd r onsibili f individuals,
u n T of a o _prom rotect universal ogniz h n

ri al freedom

16. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adoPted draft resolution VII
entitled "Question of a draft declaration on the right and respons;b:lity of '
individuals, groups and organs of society to promote and protect universally
recognized human rights snd Eundamental Ereedoms“ (see para. 61 below, draft
resolution VII), ' : :

Working_Gr Situations of the Commissj _Righ
17.. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution VIIT,
entitled “"Working Group on Situations" (see para. 61 below, draft resolution VIII).

f the indivi 1 an ontem ry _international law

18. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft resolution IX,
entitled "Status of the individual and contemporary internat:onal law" (see.
para. 61 below, draft resolution IX). .

Use of mercenaries asg a means of impggigg ;ﬁe exgrgiég'of the right of peoples to

f- rmi ion

19. At the 17th meéting, on' 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 1,
entitled "Use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of:
peoples to self-determination” by a recorded vote of 33 to 3, with 11 abstentions
{see para., 62 below, draft decision'I) The votlng was. as follows: 4/ PO :

Bahamas, Bahrain, Braz;l Bulgar;a, Cameroon, Ch1na, Colomb1a.\:_

In favour:
Cuba, Czechoslovakis, Ecuador, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mexico, Hicaragua, Pakistan, Rwanda,
Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia.

Against: Canada, "Japan, United States of America.:

Abstaining: Finland, France, Germany., Federal Republic of, Greece, Iresland,
Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, Sweden, United Klngdom

of Great Britain and Horthern Ireland.

20, After the draft decision was adopted, a statement was made by the
representative of Ireland (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nat1ors

that are members of the European Economic Community).

4s The delegat1ons of Algeria and Legotho subsequently 1nd;cated that, had
they been present during the voting, they would have voted in favour of the draft

decision.
/...
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m m ion International ntion on Suppresslion_an i nt
im rthei ~

21. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 2,
entitled "Implementation of the International Conventlon on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid”, by & recorded vote of 34 to 1, with 13
abstentions (see para. 62 below, draft decision II), The voting was as follows: %/

In _favours: Bahamas, Bahrain, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, China,
Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, German Democraktic
Republic, Guinesa, India, Indonesia, Iran {Islamie Republic
of), Iraq, Jamaiea, Jordan, Kenya, Liberia, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Mexzico, Hicaragua, Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi
Arabia, Thailand, Trinidad eand Tobago, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,

Against: United States of America.

Abstaining: Canada, Finland, France, Germany., Federal Republic of,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Horthern Ireland.

m i h £ ion £ h egond Da mhat R
:B c:no o.n!- .

22. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decisgion 3,
entitled "Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination" (see para. 62 below, draft decision II;).

23. After the draft decision was adopted., the representative of the United States
of America made a statement.

igh men

24. AL the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 4,
entitled "“The right to development" (see para. 62 below, draft decision IV).

25. After the draft decision was adopted, statements were made by the
representatives of Japan and the United States of America.

57 The delegations of Algeria and Lesotho subsequently ipdicated that, h::
they been present during the voting, they would have voted in favour of the dra

decision,
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omputerization of work of h n righ re -moni in i tion to-
re tin stem

26. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Secretary of the Committee orally
corrected draft decision 5, entitled "Computerization of the work of human rights
treaty-monitoring bodies in relation to reporting systems", by replacing the words
"authorizes the inclusion of" with the words "requests the Secretary-General to
include” before the words "the annusl recurrent cost". The Committee then adopted
the draft decision, as orally corrected {Ssee para. 62 below, draft decisiom V).

Effective functioning of bodies established pursuant to United Nations human rights
instruments _ . - : o o
27. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decisiom 6, . -
entitled "Effective functioning of bodies established pursuant to United Nations

human rights instruments" (see para. 62 below, draft decision VI}.

i n man righ i uth Afri

28. At the 17th meetiné, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decisiomn 7, .
entitled "Situation of human rights in South Africa" (see para. 62 below, draft’
decision VII).

Implementation he Decl ion he Elimination All Form f Intglerance
and of Discrimination d on Religion Beli | I .
29. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 8, .

entitled "Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief" (see para. 62 below,

draft decision VIII), '

uestion of an c r involuntar i earances

30. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 9,
entitled "Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances” (see para. 62 below, '

draft decision IX).

rt

unishments

ecial R rteur

31, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft deciaio? 10,
entitled "Torture and other cruel, -inhuman or degrading treatmen? or punishment:
report of the Special Rapporteur" (see para. 62 below, draft decision X).

Situation of human rights_in Romania ’
. . ) P S - . . : .
ttee adopted draft decision 11,

32. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Commi .
" (see para. 62 below, draft

patitled "Situation of human rights in Romania
decision XI).

/!..
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fummpyy of arbitrory executions

33. At tﬁe 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committes adopted draft decision 12,
entitled “Summary or arbitrary executions” (see para. 62 below, draft decision XII).

igh in Af ni

J4. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft Adecision 13,
entitled “Sltuation of human rights in Afghanistan” (see para. 62 below, draft
decision XIII). '

Situation of hwnan rights in Haiti

35. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 14,
entitled “Situatiom of human rights in Haiti" (see para. 62 below, dAraft
decision XIV).

Sitvation in Fguptorial Guinea

36. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 15,
entitled “Situation in Equatorial Guinea' (see para, 62 below, draft decision XV).

h i

37. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft declsion 16,
entitled “Advisory services in the fleld of human rights" (see para. 62 below,
draft decision XVI).

38. Before the draft decision was adopted, the representative of the Programme
Planning and Budget Division of the Office of Programme Plananing, Budget and
Finance of the Secretariat made a statement in reply to a question raised by the
representative of Cuba.

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populafions of the Sub=-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimipation and Protection of Mingrities o

39, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decisioa 17,
entitled "Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities" (see
para. 62 below, draft decision XVII).

i iminati i inf wi an immunodeficien irus {(HIV)
le with th uir mmun icien ndrom IDS}

40. At the 17th meeting, on 15 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 18,
entitled "Discrimination against people infected with the human immunodeficlency
virus (HIV) or people with the acquired immunodeficliency syndrome (AIDS}" {see
para, 62 below, draft decision XVIII).
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le of c¢hil n

41, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the representative of Cuba orally proposed to
amend draft decision 19, entitled "Sale of children", by replacing the words "for a
period of one year® with the words "for .a period of two years". . -

42, At the same meeting, the representative of the Programme Planning and Budget
Division replied to a question raised by the representative of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on the programme budget implications of the. .
draft decision,

43. Alsc at the same meeting, the-répreséntative of the UnitedIKingdom-érally'% .
proposed an amendment calling for the replacement of the words "approves the
Commission's request to the.Chairman" by the words "requests the Chalrman®.

44, At the same meeting, a’ statement was made by the rapreséntative of ﬁenYa-lﬁ;

45, Following a statement hy the. Chairman of the Committee, the Committee adopted
the draft decision, as orally amended by the representatives of Cuba and the United
Kiagdom (see para. 62 below, draft decision XIX). * Cee e -

igna) jinstitutions f romotion r -jon of human rights - ° . ,
46. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 20,
entitled "National institutions for the promotion and protectionm of human rights"
(see para. 62 below, draft decision XX). N : :

i n of human rights in El1 S
47. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 21,
entitled "Situation of human rights in El Salvador" (see para. 62 below, draft
decision XXI). Ce ' - . . . S Ca

Situvation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran . . - r

48. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 22,
entitled "Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran" {see para, b2
below, draft decision XXII). C B s - ; oo

ssistance to Gua la' in the fi f human ri _
49. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 23,
entitled "Assistance to Guatemala in the field of human rights” {see para. 62
below, draft decision xxIII)._'f: S ! T T

Measure combat i.m and racial discrimin n and the role of the
Sub—Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities

50, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decisiom 24,

entitled "Measures to combat racism and racial discrimination and the role of the

/..I
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Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities" (see
para. 62 below, draft decision XXIV).

51. Before the draft decision was adopted, the representative of the Programme
Planning and Budget Division made a statement in reply to a question raised by the
representative of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and WNorthern Ireland,

52, The representative of the United States of America also made a statement
before the draft decisaion was adopted.

o n facili i h aeful an nstr ive solution of

problems involving minorities

53. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 25,
entitled “Possible ways and means of facilitating the peaceful and constructive
solution of problems invelving minorities" (see para, 62 below, draft decision XXV).

ition £ff in he heal men and chi

54, At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft declslion 25,
entitled "Traditional practices affecting the health of women and children” (see
para, 62 below, draft decision XXVI}.

world's indi 1

55. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the representative of Colombia proposed to
amend draft decision 27, entitled "International Year for the World's Indigenous
People", by deleting the words 'or another appropriate year" after the words
*in 1993". The Committee accepted the amendment.

56. At the same meeting, the representative of Colombie proposed to amend the
draft resolution further by replacing the words "indigenous people” with the words
“indigenous peoples". Following statements by the representatives of Mexico,
Canada, Nicaragua, the United States of America, the Netherlands and Brazil, the
representative of Colombia withdrew the amendment.

57. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the draft decision, as orally
amended (see para. 62 below, draft decision IXVII).

Workin r 5 lished pur n raph £ ner mbly resglutio

447167 of 15 December 1980

58. At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 28,
entitled "Working Group established pursuant to paragraph 3 of General Asscmbly
resolution 447167 of 15 December 1989" (see para. 62 below, draft decision XAVIII).
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Organization of ;he'wgrk of the fgr;g—ggggggﬁlgession of Commission uman

Rights

59.' At the 17th meeting, on 18 May, the Committee adopted draft decision 29,
entitled "Organization of the work of .the forty-seventh session of the Commission

on Human Rights“ (see para. 62 below, draft decision XXIX).
60. At the same meeting, after the Qraft'résdlutioné and'dréit'decisions were

adopted, a statement was made by the representative of the German Democratic
Republie. ’ I s R T

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND (SOCIAL} COMMITTEE

61, The Second (Social) Committee feédmmanﬁs to the Edonémic“and"SociaIJCouncil
the adoption of the following draft resolutions:’ T o
. . .

[For the text of draft ;esulﬁpions.l—lx{ see the repoft of the Commission
on Human Rights (E/1990/22), chap. I, sect. .

62. The Second (Social) Committee also recommends to the Economic and Social
Council the adoption of thé following draft decisicms: =~ | ° Lo

[For the text of'draft.decisldhE'ILIV, see the report'of'the~Commiséion
on Human Rights (E/1990/22), chap. I, sect. B, draft decisions 1-4.]

DRAFT DECISION V

Computerization of the work of human rights treaty-monitering
bpdies in relation to reparting svstems

The Economic and Social Council, noting Commission on Human Rights resolution
1990/21 of 23 February 1990, approves the annual recurrent cost of the system
proposed by the Task Force on Computerization appointed by the Secretary-General 6/
and requests the Secretary-General to include the annual recurrent cost in the
programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 when the proposed system is expected to

become operational.
[For the text of draft decisions VI-XVIII, see the report of the

Commission on Human Rights (E/19906/22), chap. I, sect. B, draft
decisions 6-18.] '

6/ See E/CN,4/1990/39, para. 63.
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DRAFT DECISION XIX

Sale of children

The Economic and Social Council, moting Commission on Human Rights resolution
1990/68 of 7 March 1990, requaests the Chairman of the Commission to appoint for a
period of two years a Special Rapporteur to consider mattars relating to the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornegraphy, inecluding the problem of the
adoption of children for commercial purposes, and also approves the Commission's

regquest to the Seeretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur any necessary
assistance.

[For the text of draft decisions XX-XXVI, see the report of the

Commigsion on Human Rights (E/1990/22), chap. I, sect. B, draft
decisions 20-26.]

DRAFT DECISTON XXVIT

International year for the world's indigenous people
The Economic and Secial Council, noting Commission on Human Rights decision
1990/113 of 7 March 1990, decides to recommend that the General Assembly proclaim
an international year for the world's indigenous people in 1993, in accordance with
established procedures governing the proclamation of intermational years.

[For the text of draft decisions XXVIIT and XXIX, see the report of the
Commission on Human Rights {E/1990/22), chap. I, sect. B, draft
decisions 28 and 29.]





