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REPORT OF THE ECONOmC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Protection of the human ri~hts of certain cate~ories of
~ersons under arrest or detention

Barbados. Bolivia. Colombia, Cynrus, Denmark, Ecuador, Jamaica,
NiBeria, NorvaY, Panama. Papua Nev Guinea. Peru, Portu~al.

SeneRal. Soain. Sveden. United Reoublic of Tanzania. URsnda
and Venezuela: draft resolution

The General Assembly.

Recalling its resolution 32/121 of 16 December 1977 regardinp, the protection
er the hucan riBhts of persons who are detained either in respect of offences ~hich
tn:Y.committed. or are suspected of having committed, by reason of their political
Ounlons or convictions, or 8S a result of their struggle aeainst colonialism,
~r:ssion and foreien occupation. for self-determination, independence, the
~hl!llD.ation of apartheid and all forms of racial discrimination and racism. end the
e~nation of all these violations of hurnan rights,

. ~callin~ also its resolution 33/169 of 20 December 1916 reRardin~ the
protection of the human rights of persons who have been arrested or detained
reSUlt of their trade union activities.

as a

Cat !~i~. however, that certain prisoners belonging to the above-m~ntioned
d t ego:;les J:lay have been duly convicted of common-la.... offences ....hich Justi fy thei r
.;rentlon or imprisonment, or may be detained pending a trial in respect of such

ences

Re 1· .
~ __ 3 lZln~ that persons belonSin~ to these categories as ....ell as any othrr
~Ars~ns Who have been arrested or detained on account of their opinions or-nVl t·
ri~ c 10ns are exposed to special danBers as regards the protection of their h~an

ts and freedoms •

I . ..
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Notin~ that violations' of their human rights and fundamental freedoros reay
consist in the arrest or detention itself, or in the treatment to vhich they ar~

sUbjected,

Recallin~ the declaration on the protection of all persons from being
subjected to torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, 11 vhich states that any act of torture or other cruel, inhtullan or
degradinc treatment or punishment is en offence to human dignity, that no State
nay permit or tolerate torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
puni~hment. and that exceptional circumstances such as a state of var or a threat
of ~ar. internal political instability or any other public e~ergency may Dot be
invoked as a justification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment,

Recallin~ also the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Offenders, ?J

E~nhasizinR the particular importance of protecting their rights not to be
subjected to torture or other cruel, inh~3n or degrading treatment or punis~e~,
and their right to receive a fair hearing by a competent, independent and imparti~
tribunal in the determination of any criminal charge against them,

A....nre of the fact that, despite releases of prisoners in some countries since
the adoption by consensus of the above-mentioned resolutions, the general situatior.
as regards the arrest and detention of persons belonging to the above-mentioned
catecories remains as serious as before,

1. Recognizes that the arrest and detention, in many parts of the ,",arld. of
numerous persons on the above-mentioned grounds often give rise to seriouS hum~

rirnts problems and that effective measures should be taken to eliminate these
problecs ..

2. Reiterates, therefore, the requests to M~ber States in resolutions t
32/121 and 33/169 which "'ere aimed at securing the release of such persons and a
ensuring that their fundamental human rights are protected during their arrest or
detention.

!I General Assembly resolution 3452 (XXX).

~/ Economic and Social Council resolutions 663 C (XXIV) and 2076 (LXII).




