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INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR DISABLED PERSONS

International Year of Disabled Persons: 1981

Al~eria. Araentina. Ban~ladesh. Barbados. Bel~ium. Canada. India,
Libyan Arab Jo.mahiriya. /·!orocco. Nic:eria. Oman. 'PhiliDPines.
SVeden. United Kin~dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
United States of America. Urup,u8Y. Yunoslavia and zaire:

draft resolution

The General Assembly.

Rpcallinr. its resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976, by vhich it proc18im~d
th~ year 1981 International Year of Dieabled Persons.

Recallin~ also its resolution 32/133. establishing an Advisory Corrnittee for
tbe International Year of Disabled Persons, and its resolution 33/170.

Recor.nizin~ that th~ International Year of Disabled Persons should promote
t~~ realization of tht' rieht of disabled persons to participate fully in the social
l~f~ and development of the societies in \lhicb they live and their enjoyment of
hVlng conditions £>qual to those of othE"r citizens, as \lell as an equal share in
th~ improvements in livine conditions resulting from social and econor.tic
dt'vt>lopment.

Recopnizinr, also th3t the YPQr should enhance the contributions disabled
~ersons can make as full members of the society.

. ~cknO\lled~inc that disability stould be vieved as a rplationship betveen an
l~ividual and his or her environcent.

Convinced that the IYDP should result in societies responding more fully to
~~ special difficulties \/hicb disabled persons may encounter in developin~ their
C:'.t!I:al'l POtential,
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Convinced also that, since a la.rgl? number of disabled persons are victims of
~ar and other forms of violence, the Year could be appropriately uspd as an
occasion to emphasize the need for continued and reinforced co-operation among
nations for ....orld peace.

Str~ssin~ the icportence of rolloving up the activities of the IYDP through 8

lonc.-term pror~~e of action.

Notinp, rplevant parts of the Report on the World Social Situation, 11

Takin~ note of the report of the First Session ~f the Advisory Cormittee for
the lYDP, held from 19 to 23 March 1979.

1. Decides to expand the thece of the IYDP to "full particifstion and
equality" ;

2. Approves the recoomendations of the Advisory Co~mittee for the IYDP 2/
at its first session contained in the Report of the Secretary-General (A/34/158) ~i
adopts th~ as a plan of action for the Year;

3. Stresses the praematic orientation of the activities of th~ IYDP;

4. Affirms that the major focus of the International Year of Disabled Persons
is at the national level, vith supporting activities at the regional and
intcrn~tion81 lev~ls;

5. Invites the ~!ettber States to consider :lctivitics at the national level
alone the lines of the Plan of Action for the International Year of Disabled Persor.s
Qnd in vays that are in conformity with the culture, customs and traditions of ('ach
country ;

6. Also invite~ relevant specialized 88cncies and the concerned United
lIations bodies to devote special attention to the implpmf'ntation of the Plan of
Action for the Year;

1. Affircs further that, in the implementation of the Plan of Action of tbe
Intcr~ational Year of Disabled Persons, special attention should be given to the
disabled in developing countries through the provision of techniccl assistance, bOth
r.ultilateral and bilateral, for the prevention of disabiliti~s and for
rehabilitation;

8. Reauests, in this regard, that the SecretarY-General accord priority to
the orGanization of an action-oriented international symposium of experts on

!I E/c•. 5/557/Add.2.

2/ The C~neral Assembly adopts as a plan of action for the Year thf'
r~co~~endations of the Advisory CO~zUttee for the International Year of Disabled
Per~ons in document A/34/lS8, paras. 56 to 16, vith the deletion of: the last
~entf"nce of para. 14 (d, para. 14 (u). and the last eip;ht \lords of para. 15 (b).
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t~Mical assistance in the field of disability and technical co-operation a~ong

d~fiopin3 countri~s as reco~mended by the Advisory Committp~i 11

9. Reouests the Secretary-General to explore the possibilities of continuing
tu activities of the International Institute for the Rehabilitation of Disabled
Ftrsons in Developin8 Countries snd to submit a report in this respect to its
thirty-fifth session;

10. Invites the Chairman of the Advisory Comnittee of th~ International Year
of Msabled Persons to participate in promoting the obsfOTvance of the Year and
"1Uests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide every meanS to assist him in this recard
~elu~ng liaison function at Headquarters;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the 8ecr~tariat of th~

International tear of Disabled Persons llith all the necessary resourcf:'S needed to
fu11o~up the ioplementation or the Plan of Action of the International Year of
ti~bl~ Persons including the public information activities;

12. ReQuests the Secretary-General to convene a mpE'ting of the Advisory
~ttee for the International Year of Disabled Persons in 1930 to eX8cine thp
L-pleoentatioD of the Plan of Action of the Year and to begin thp consideration of
a long-term programme of action;

13. Reauests the Secretary-Ceneral to take urgent steps to publicize fully the
Imernational Year of Disabled Persons and t in this connexion. to choose an emblem
tor the Year at the end of 1919;

14. Reauests specialized agencies and other UnitE'd Nations bodiE's concerned to
prerare concrete and co-ordinatpd plans for the International Year of DisablE"d
Fersons. to bp submitted to the Advisory Committee at its 1980 meetina:

15. Invites r~sional economic commissions of thE" United Nations and other
rl'gional intergovernmental oraanizations to formulate, as early as possible, thf:'ir
COntributions to the activities of the International Year of Disabled Persons;

16. Str~sses the importance of the active participation of non-~vernmental
~r~llhations, especially organizations of disabled persons themselves, at both the
Utional and international levels. in support of the Year;

. 11. Velcomes the voluntary contributions already nade by soce GovE"rnments to
t:r lctercational Year of Disabled Persons and appeals for further voluntary
eoetributions for the Year;

18. Invites :1ember States to submit national reports to the Secretary-r.eneral
t3 thdr implementation or the Plan of Action for the year and, in pnrticular. to
ec:sider elaboratinG, on the basis of their experi<.>nces. national lonr;-tero
~cU~s of action in the field of disability~

19. Decides to include in the agenda of its thirty-fifth session an item
~~titled "Int('rnational Year of Disabled Persons'" and requE"sts thE" SC'CrE"tBry-General
~o repOrt on the implementation of this resOlutio~.

- 11 Para. 74 B, p. 21 (A/3~/158).




