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A

The General Assembly,

. Recalling that the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, contained
In General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969 is a basis for
national and international action in the field of social development,

Recalling its resolution 2771 (XXVI) of 22 November 1971 and 31/8k of
13 December 1976 on the world social situation and 33/L8 of 14 December 1978 on
vorld social develonment,

i Recalling elco its resolutions 2626 (XXV) of 2k October 1970 containing the
‘nternational Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development

Decade, 3201 (S-VI) end 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and

the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a new International Economic Order,
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the Charter of Economic Rights and

Duties of States and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on development and
ir.ternational economic co-operation, and 33/193 on preparations for the new
international Development Strategy,

. Recal];inp: further its resolution 32/197 which, inter alia, requests the
“ited Nations Secretariat to prepare "on a regular basis, global economic and
Social surveys and projections”,

n Bear%nq in mind that social progress and development are founded on resnect
‘er the dignity and value of the human person,

s s

" * The draft resolution is submitted by the delegation of India on behalf of
'€ States Members of the United Nations which are members of the Group of Tl
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Aware that the fundamental aim of development is the sustained increase of
the well-being of the entire population on the basis of its full narticination ip
the rrocess of develorment and a fair distribution of the benefits therefrom,

Conscious that each Government has the primary role and ultimate resronsibilit:
of ensuring the social progress and well-being of its people, of planning social
develorment measures as vart of comorehensive development plans, of encourapging
and co-ordinating or integratine~ all national efforts towards this end and of
introducing, when necessary, changes in the social structure,

Reaffirming the ripht of every country to adont the economic and social syste:
that it deems the most appropriate for its own development and not to be subjected
to discrimination of any kind as a result,

Considerine that ranid economic growth must go hand in hand with qualitative
and structural chanres in each country and that social and sectoral dismarities,
where they exist, should be substantially reduced,

Stressing the importance of the adoption of measures to ensure the effective
particination, as aporopriate, of all the elements of society in the preparation
and execution of nationel plans and programmes of economic and social develonment,
and of the mobilization of public opinion and the dissemination of social

information, in sunport of the principles and objectives of social progress and
develorment,

Motineg that the world socio-economic situation is characterized by the
deterioration of the economic situation in the developing countries and the

continually widening gap between the develoning countries and the develoved
countries,

Considerine also, that the speedy conclusion of neegotiations between
develored and developing countries for the preparation of the new Tnternational
Develorment Stratepy is necessary and would contribute towards achievins the
desired nace of socio-economic nrogress in developine countries,

Convinced of the necessity to achieve the rapid and complete elimination of
the obstacles to the economic and social progress of peoples, marticularly
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, anartheid, )
arcression, occunation and foreign domination and all other forms of inequality
and exoloitation of veoples,

Pe-emphasizin~ that the primary resronsibility for the development of
develoring countries rests unon themselves, but that, however pgreat their own
efforts, these will not enable them to achieve the desired development goals
exreditiously as they must unless equitable economic and commercial relations
between develored and develonins countries are established, and increased finant™
end technolorical resources are available to the developing countries,
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Having considered the 1978 Revnort on the 'orld Social Situation which presents
a overview of socio-economic trends and policies,

1. llotes that the economic and social situation in the world today remains
disturbing;

2. lotes also the slow rate of implementing the Declaration on Social
‘rorress and the equally disappointing prosgress made towards realizing the various
over-all develonment roals adopted and reaffirmed in the Second International
Cevelopment Strategy;

3. BReaffirms that the elimination of all forms of dependence and onpression
such as ageression, foreipn occupation, colonialism, neo-colonialism, anartheid,
and racial discrimination constitutes a prerequisite for world social and economic
Trogress;

L. Reaffirms the socio-economic development objectives which were
established by the international community during the 1970s, such as the
elinination of hunpmer and malnutrition by the year 1985, full employment bv the
year 2000, the eradication of illiteracy by the end of the 19A0s, safe and adecuate
“ater cupplies by 1990, T4 years of life expectancy in all countries by the
Vear 2000, the full integration of women, in political, economic and social
affairs, and health for asll by the year 2000;

5. Calls S_upon all Member States to promote economic and social prorress by
the fomulatlon and - implementation of a set of nolicy measures to achieve their
0als and objectives, within the framework of national priorities and interests,
in the fields of employment, education, health, nutrition, housing facilities,
the well-beins of children, full participation of youth in the developrent
frocess and the full integration and participation of women in develorment;

6. Reccmmends that Member States adopt measures to ensure the effective
rarticipation, as appropriate, of all sectors of society, as an integral element
in local, remonal and national develorment plans and programmes with the purpose
¢f securing the effective mobilization and utilization of human resources as well
& more equitable distribution of development benefits:

T. Emrhasizes the importance of the establishment of the new international
tconcmic order for the achievement of social progress;

8. Emphasizes also that ranid social prosress of develoving countries
“*quires substantially increased multilateral and bilateral financial and/or
tecknical contribution to national develooment efforts, adaoted to new and
“rropriate technology, and rendered within the framework of the developrment nlans
of developing countries:

9. Deenly reprets the failure of most of the developed countries to comnlv
¥ith the responsibilities solemnly agreed to in the context of the poals, tarrets

and objectives of the International Develooment Stratery for the Second Development
“ecade;
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10. Calls uron the relevant organization and bodies in the United Wations
system to mobilize the resources at their disvosal to aim at achieving the main
objectives set forth in the Declaration on Social Prorress and Development:

11. Reauests the Secretary-General to desigmate a liaison officer at
Headquarters, within the existing resources of the United Nations, to follow up
the activities relating to the Declaration on Social Pronress and Development;

12. Decides that future Reports on the World Soecial Situation must contribute
to the identificaticn and projection of emergins social issues of international
concern, and to the discussion of relationshins among major development issues,
vhich have both international and national dimensions:

13. Requests the Secretary-General to issue the report on the world social
situation every three years, taking into consideration the provisions of the
present resolution, and including a repert on the social progress made during the
Third Development Decade, in the lipht of the goals and objectives of the nev
International Development Strategy, and following the procedures that will be
decided upon for its review and appraisal;

1L, Requests also the Secretary-General to organize, within the Programme
of Advisory Services and bearing in mind the goals and objectives of the new
International Development Strategy, an international seminar to compare policies,
institutions and exreriences of Member States in the participation of all sectors
of society in their economic and social development, as well as collective
barraininm, worker participation in manarcement and workers' self-management, and
to submit a remort on the results of this seminar to the thirty-seventh session
of the General Assembly within the apenda item "The World Social Situation'

15. Decides to consider at its thirty-seventh session the item "The World
Social Situation'.

B

METHODOLOGY FOR THE PREPARATIONM OF THE REPORT
OM TEE WORLD SCCIAL SITUATIOM

lotine that the methodolosy used in studyine the social situation in the
world should te further improved,

Bearine in mind the need for the methodolosy to be mainly based on
quantitative and qualitative indicators of the world social situation,

Requests the Secretary-General to undertake in close co-operation with the
executive heads of the relevant organs, ormanizations and bodies of the United
Nations systen, approvriate measures for the improvement of the methodology for
the prenaration of the report on the World Social Situation and the report on tke
Imnlementation of the Declaration on Social Propress and Develovment, and to
rerort thereon throurh the Feonomic and Social Council, to the thlrtv £ifth sessi’
of the Ceneral Assembly.






