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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 3.30 p.m. 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA: REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKING 
GROUP OF EXPERTS (agenda item 5) (continued) (E/CN.4/1990/6 and 7) 

THE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF POLITICAL, 
MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO THE COLONIAL AND 
RACIST REGIME IN SOUTHERN AFRICA (agenda item 6) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/9 and C o r r . l and Add.l) 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SUPPRESSION AND 
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF APARTHEID (agenda item 15) (continued) 
(E/CN.A/1990/32 and Add.1-6, 34 and Add.1-2 and 35; E/CN.4/1989/31/Add.10 and 
E/CN.4/1990/33) 

STUDY IN COLLABORATION WITH THE SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION 
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES OF WAYS AND MEANS OF ENSURING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS BEARING ON APARTHEID. RACISM AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION (agenda item 16 (a)) (continued) 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE SECOND DECADE TO COMBAT 
RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (agenda item 16 (b)) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1990/36, 37, 38 and 50; E/CN.4/1990/NGO/7 and 30; E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/8 
and Add.l) 

1. Mr. EYA-NCHAMA ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Movement f o r F r a t e r n a l Union among Races 
and Peoples) s a i d that i t was deplorable t h a t , i n 1989, the despicable system 
of a p a r t h e i d had once again c r u e l l y s t r i c k e n the b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n of 
South A f r i c a , as was borne out by the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of 
Experts on Southern A f r i c a (E/CN.4/1990/7) which, i n t e r a l i a ^ described the 
h o r r i b l e t o r t u r e s i n f l i c t e d on detainees. 

2. When the Union of South A f r i c a was founded i n 1910, the country's 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , which was the outcome of a compromise between the Dutch and 
B r i t i s h s e t t l e r s , had l a i d the foundations of a p a r t h e i d by r e f u s i n g to a l l o w 
non-whites to p a r t i c i p a t e i n p o l i t i c a l l i f e . L a t e r , the Land Act of 1913 had 
a l l o t t e d 87 per cent of the land to 19 per cent of the p o p u l a t i o n . 

3. On t a k i n g power i n 1948, the leader of the N a t i o n a l P a r t y , Mr. Malan, had 
set about i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g a p a r t h e i d . An unquestioning supporter of H i t l e r 
and M u s s o l i n i , and a b e l i e v e r i n the s u p e r i o r i t y of whites over non-whites, he 
imposed the systematic segregation of races i n a l l areas of l i f e . 

4. The ideology of a p a r t h e i d r e s t e d on four e s s e n t i a l b e l i e f s . F i r s t , God 
had chosen the whites i n g e n e r a l , and the Boers i n p a r t i c u l a r , to r u l e 
South A f r i c a . Blacks who claimed r i g h t s , whether c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, 
s o c i a l or c u l t u r a l , were t h e r e f o r e d e v i l s . Second, the w i l l of God guided the 
d e s t i n y of the A f r i k a n e r s ; i t was t h e r e f o r e i n humble submission to an 
almighty God that the A f r i k a n e r s i l l - t r e a t e d other races, massacred b l a c k s , 
invaded neighbouring c o u n t r i e s or s e i z e d land. T h i r d , the whites of 
South A f r i c a had a mission to defend western C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n , which was 
why they were s u r p r i s e d when western C h r i s t i a n c o u n t r i e s p r o t e s t e d against 
a p a r t h e i d . Fourth, and l a s t , the whites must preserve the b i o l o g i c a l p u r i t y 
of the white race. 
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5. Anyone who opposed that d o c t r i n e must be destroyed, p h y s i c a l l y or - even 
worse - p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y . A l l South A f r i c a ' s Governments s i n c e 1948 had 
p r a c t i s e d such State t e r r o r i s m , as was shown by the massacres of S h a r p e v i l l e , 
Soweto, Durban and the Cape, or the bantustans. where 81 per cent of the 
South A f r i c a n p o p u l a t i o n had been penned up. The economic system of the 
p i r a t e r e p u b l i c was based on the e x p l o i t a t i o n of the pool of cheap labour 
formed by the b l a c k m a j o r i t y - as a r e s u l t of the a p a r t h e i d system which had 
been set up p r i m a r i l y to s u s t a i n i t - as w e l l as on c r e d i t s from f o r e i g n 
c o u n t r i e s , which were thus a i d i n g and a b e t t i n g the a p a r t h e i d system. 

6. To be sure, i t was up to the South A f r i c a n s to r i d themselves of 
a p a r t h e i d t but the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must help them to do so by imposing 
mandatory s a n c t i o n s , and i t must understand that the i d e a l s that guided those 
who fought against a p a r t h e i d i n South A f r i c a were the same as those that had 
impelled the E n g l i s h r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s of the seventeenth century, the Founding 
Fathers of the United States of America or the French r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s of 1789. 

7. As the example of Zimbabwe had shown, the white m i n o r i t y of South A f r i c a 
had no reason to f e a r the advent of a democratic régime. The only enemy of 
a l l South A f r i c a n s was the a p a r t h e i d system i t s e l f . 

8. The recent statements by Mr. de K l e r k were a major step forward along the 
road of n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . However, i f he r e a l l y wanted to help to 
create peace and a t r u l y democratic régime, Mr. de K l e r k would have to move 
from words to deeds; he must completely l i f t the s t a t e of emergency, re l e a s e 
a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , a l l o w p o l i t i c a l refugees to r e t u r n , r e p e a l a l l the 
laws r e l a t i n g to a p a r t h e i d t a l l o w a l l South A f r i c a n s , whatever t h e i r race, to 
e x e r c i s e t h e i r c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and convene a n a t i o n a l convention i n 
which a l l South A f r i c a n s could take part i n drawing up a democratic 
c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

9. Mr. RAIANI ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Organization f o r the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms 
of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n - EAFORD) condemned the c l o s e l i n k s between the 
r a c i s t régime of South A f r i c a and the Z i o n i s t régime of I s r a e l . In 
August 1989, at the preceding s e s s i o n of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s , h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had s t a t e d t h a t , 
according to South A f r i c a ' s ambassador to I s r a e l , I s r a e l i exports to 
South A f r i c a had reached $137 m i l l i o n i n 1988, and South A f r i c a ' s exports to 
I s r a e l had reached $200 m i l l i o n ; those f i g u r e s d i d not i n c l u d e trade i n 
m i l i t a r y equipment which was estimated to have amotmted to between $400 and 
$800 m i l l i o n i n 1986. His o r g a n i z a t i o n had a l s o s t a t e d on that occasion that 
South A f r i c a , w i t h the help of I s r a e l , was about to begin t e s t i n g a 
medium-range b a l l i s t i c m i s s i l e capable of c a r r y i n g n u c l e a r warheads. 
United States i n t e l l i g e n c e agents had s t a t e d that I s r a e l and South A f r i c a had 
been developing the m i s s i l e , a modified v e r s i o n of the I s r a e l i J e r i c h o I I 
m i s s i l e , s i n c e 1987, a f a c t confirmed by the I s r a e l i newspaper Yediot Aharonot 
on 27 November 1987. The c l o s e m i l i t a r y co-operation between the two 
c o u n t r i e s had been f u r t h e r confirmed by Mordechai Vanunu, the I s r a e l i n u c l e a r 
t e c h n i c i a n who had been imprisoned f o r d i s c l o s i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about I s r a e l i 
n u c l e a r weapons to the United Kingdom newspaper The Sunday Times. Mr. Vanxmu 
had s a i d that there was a permanent South A f r i c a n presence at I s r a e l ' s s e c r e t 
n u c l e a r weapons p l a n t i n Daimona, where he had worked. 
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10. On 25 October 1989, the United States t e l e v i s i o n network NBC-TV had 
reported t h a t , according to a report from the C e n t r a l I n t e l l i g e n c e 
Agency (CIA), South A f r i c a i n r e t u r n , was p r o v i d i n g I s r a e l w i t h enriched 
uranium f o r i t s n u c l e a r warheads. NBC-TV had added that I s r a e l i experts were 
conducting t e s t s at the South A f r i c a n t e s t centre at Overberg. South A f r i c a 
had a l s o r e c e i v e d support from I s r a e l i m i l i t a r y leaders such as Raphael E i t a n , 
the former Army Chief of S t a f f , who had declared on 24 December 1987, during a 
conference at the law school at T e l - A v i v U n i v e r s i t y : "Anyone who says that 
the b l a c k s are oppressed i n South A f r i c a i s a l i a r . The b l a c k s there want to 
gain c o n t r o l of the white m i n o r i t y , j u s t l i k e the Arabs here want to gain 
c o n t r o l over us". 

11. EAFORD had noted Mr. de K l e r k ' s promises w i t h i n t e r e s t , but c a l l e d f o r 
the immediate r e l e a s e of Nelson Mandela. I t a l s o demanded the u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
r e l e a s e of a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , i n c l u d i n g freedom f i g h t e r s , and the 
l i f t i n g of the s t a t e of emergency. 

12. Mr. PATEL (Pakis t a n ) noted that the l a t e s t report of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group of Experts (E/CN.4/1990/7) once again contained a depressing catalogue 
of the human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s committed by the South A f r i c a n Government. 
Admittedly recent statements by Mr. de K l e r k , f o l l o w i n g the r e l e a s e of 
Mr. Walter S i s u l u , had given r i s e to optimism. But Nelson Mandela had not yet 
been re l e a s e d and, although some p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s had been r e l e a s e d , what 
was needed was the r e l e a s e of a l l . Morever, Mr. de K l e r k ' s statement of 
2 February had made no reference to the laws upon which a p a r t h e i d was based, 
namely the Group Areas Act and the Population R e g i s t r a t i o n A c t . 

13. P a k i s t a n , which was a s i g n a t o r y to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the 
Suppression and Pvmishment of the Crime of Apartheid and had always been 
s c e p t i c a l about " c o n s t r u c t i v e engagement" or the gradual reform of a p a r t h e i d , 
considered that a l l d i s c r i m i n a t o r y laws must be repealed. P a k i s t a n was i n 
favour of comprehensive sanctions against South A f r i c a ; although the sanctions 
imposed so f a r had been very l i m i t e d (as Mr. K h a l i f a had pointed out i n h i s 
r e p o r t , E/GN.4/Sub.2/1989/9), they had n e v e r t h e l e s s , had an e f f e c t on the 
South A f r i c a n régime. According to Mr. K h a l i f a , they had caused South A f r i c a 
a l o s s i n f o r e i g n exchange of $30 to 40 b i l l i o n over the l a s t four years. The 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur had a l s o estimated that the l o s s i n export earnings through 
sanctions was now running at about $4 b i l l i o n a n n u a l l y . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community should t h e r e f o r e not r e l a x those sanctions merely because of 
Mr. de K l e r k ' s statements. 

14. P a k i s t a n r e j o i c e d at the s u c c e s s f u l completion of e l e c t i o n s i n Namibia 
and looked forward to the completion of the independence process. A f t e r the 
long and harsh oppression which the Namibian people had s u f f e r e d , P a k i s t a n • 
f e l t that they should r e c e i v e generous a s s i s t a n c e a f t e r independence. 

15. Mrs. RADIO (Yugoslavia) s a i d that her Government continued to support the 
j u s t s t r u g g l e of the b l a c k people of South A f r i c a and r e j e c t e d any form of 
co-operation w i t h the Government, i n s t i t u t i o n s and e n t e r p r i s e s of the country, 
or i n any sports or c u l t u r a l l i n k s . Her country had f i r m l y advocated 
comprehensive and mandatory s a n c t i o n s , and i t c a l l e d f o r them to be 
implemented by a l l the States Members of the United Nations. Yugoslavia 
considered that a p a r t h e i d must be a b o l i s h e d and replaced by a completely new, 
modern and democratic s o c i e t y . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had increased i t s 
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pressure on South A f r i c a i n 1989, p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r the meeting of the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n of A f r i c a n U n i t y i n August, the n i n t h Non-Aligned Summit i n 
Belgrade and the s i x t e e n t h S p e c i a l Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly i n December 1989. 

16. Her d e l e g a t i o n f i r m l y supported the d e c i s i o n s taken at those meetings, 
and welcomed the u s e f u l work done by the Group of Three and the r e p o r t s by 
Mr. K h a l i f a and Mr. Eide. Her d e l e g a t i o n noted w i t h i n t e r e s t the statement 
made by the P r e s i d e n t of South A f r i c a , Mr. de K l e r k , on 2 February 1990 but 
f e l t that South A f r i c a s t i l l needed to r e l e a s e a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , l i f t 
the s t a t e of emergency and remove the r e s t r i c t i o n s on o r g a n i z a t i o n and persons 
campaigning f o r equal r i g h t s . Her d e l e g a t i o n r e g r e t t e d that i n h i s statement 
Mr. de K l e r k had not i n d i c a t e d that he had any i n t e n t i o n of d i s m a n t l i n g 
a p a r t h e i d : i t t h e r e f o r e c a l l e d upon the Commission to maintain i t s pressure on 
the South A f r i c a n Government. 

17. Mr. RYDER ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Confederation of Free Trade Unions) s a i d that 
P r e s i d e n t de K l e r k ' s statement of 2 February had been a v i c t o r y f o r the 
campaign waged by the people of South A f r i c a and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
against a p a r t h e i d , but that the campaign must continue. Nelson Mandela was 
s t i l l i n p r i s o n , the s t a t e of emergency continued and the a p a r t h e i d 
l e g i s l a t i o n was s t i l l i n f o r c e . Moreover, the b l a c k trade xrnion movement 
continued to be subjected to dramatic v i o l a t i o n s of i t s b a s i c r i g h t s . 

18. Those v i o l a t i o n s i n c l u d e d the p o l i c e r a i d s on the o f f i c e s of the Congress 
of South A f r i c a n Trade Unions (COSATU) and the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of Trade 
Unions (NACTU) i n August 1989, the d i s m i s s a l s or warnings of d i s m i s s a l handed 
out to more than 1,000 workers a f t e r the of September stayaway, the a r r e s t 
of 97 members of the c o n s t r u c t i o n workers' union during a s t r i k e i n J u l y , 
the suppression of a demonstration i n December i n support of s t r i k i n g 
brewery workers, which had l e f t 70 people i n j u r e d , and the measures taken 
by p o l i c e , a l s o i n December, to disperse s t r i k i n g dockers w i t h teargas 
and rubber b u l l e t s . A more recent example was the suppression of the 
r a i l w a y and dockworkers' s t r i k e , which had l e f t 35 people dead and l e d 
to 23,000 d i s m i s s a l s . 

19. The r e p r e s s i o n i n f l i c t e d on South A f r i c a n trade u n i o n i s t s was 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d i n the Labour R e l a t i o n s Amendment Act of 1988, which 
imdermined the r i g h t to s t r i k e and permitted mass d i s m i s s a l s . COSATU's and 
NACTU's campaign against the law had not yet borne f r u i t . His o r g a n i z a t i o n 
a l s o wished to draw the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to the s i t u a t i o n of the r u r a l 
workforce, which was denied the most b a s i c trade union r i g h t s , worked i n 
s q u a l i d c o n d i t i o n s and subject to v i o l e n c e from white farmers. Nevertheless, 
d e s p i t e a l l the repercussions of the r e p r e s s i o n which he had d e s c r i b e d , the 
b l a c k trade union movement had succeeded i n p r e s e r v i n g i t s l o c a l and n a t i o n a l 
s t r u c t u r e s and c o n s o l i d a t i n g i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

20. The campaign against a p a r t h e i d must continue u n t i l everyone had the r i g h t 
to vote i n a u n i t e d , democratic and n o n - r a c i a l South A f r i c a . In order to 
achieve t h a t , i t was e s s e n t i a l to step up economic sanctions which, although 
only p a r t i a l so f a r , had c l e a r l y been agents of change i n the country. The 
major South A f r i c a n f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s had i n d i c a t e d that sanctions had 
a f f e c t e d the economy and that the white m i n o r i t y , which had experienced a drop 
of some 15 per cent i n i t s l i v i n g standard, was more s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d by 
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sanctions than the b l a c k m a j o r i t y . Unforttmately, however, South A f r i c a ' s 
export earnings were beginning to increase again. I t was e s s e n t i a l not to 
r e l a x the s a n c t i o n s . 

21. His o r g a n i z a t i o n had set up a working group to promote a co-ordinated 
approach to an embargo against South A f r i c a n c o a l . I t was m o b i l i z i n g i t s 
members and the p u b l i c against those banks p r o v i d i n g f i n a n c i a l support to 
a p a r t h e i d . To the p r e v i o u s l y published l i s t s of f o r e i g n m u l t i n a t i o n a l s 
operating i n South A f r i c a , i t had added another l i s t of South A f r i c a n 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l s which were attempting to evade sanctions by operating abroad. 
I t a l s o published i n f o r m a t i o n on those companies which made use of the 
r e p r e s s i v e clauses of the Labour R e l a t i o n s Amendment Act i n order to suppress 
trade union r i g h t s . 

22. His o r g a n i z a t i o n was pleased that the s t r u g g l e of the Namibian people had 
made South A f r i c a imderstand that i t s i l l e g a l occupation of Namibia had become 
a l i a b i l i t y . A d e l e g a t i o n from h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had v i s i t e d Namibia i n 
November 1989 to d i s c u s s i n d e t a i l w i t h the Namibian trade union movement 
forms of a s s i s t a n c e which could lend i t support i n the context of an 
independent Namibia. 

23. Mr. LITTMAN (World Union f o r Progressive Judaism) r e c a l l e d t h a t , 
s i n c e 1986, h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n had spoken out before the Commission and the 
Sub-Commission ag a i n s t General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3379 (XXX), which had 
described Zionism as "a form of racism and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n " . 
S j n n b o l i c a l l y , the r e s o l u t i o n had been adopted - by 72 votes to 35, w i t h 
32 abstentions - on the t h i r t y - s e v e n t h anniversary of that e x p l o s i o n of N a z i 
r a c i a l hatred a g a i n s t the German Jews known as K r i s t a l l n a c h t . No democratic 
State had voted f o r the r e s o l u t i o n . He had quoted many condemnations of the 
r e s o l u t i o n i n the past: on the present o c c a s i o n , he would confine himself to 
quoting once again Mr. Conor Cruise O'Brien, a former s e n i o r United Nations 
o f f i c i a l and I r i s h m i n i s t e r : "Anti-Zionism can be a good way of m a n i f e s t i n g 
anti-Semitism i n p r a c t i c e , while remaining a n t i - a n t i s e m i t i c i n theory". While 
some States now r e g r e t t e d t h e i r v o t e , others had s t i l l not decided to render 
obsolete that o f f i c i a l endorsement of anti-Semitism c o n s t i t u t e d by 
r e s o l u t i o n 3379 (XXX). C e r t a i n l y some members of the Commission s t i l l 
supported that moral a b e r r a t i o n ; he remembered that on 24 August 1989, during 
the l a s t s e s s i o n of the Sub-Commission, the expert from Cuba had s a i d that he 
was proud to have c o n t r i b u t e d to the d r a f t i n g of the r e s o l u t i o n . 

24. Andrei Sakharov, the winner of the Nobel Peace P r i z e i n 1975 and 
precursor of the human r i g h t s campaign i n the USSR, had condemned 
r e s o l u t i o n 3379 (XXX) as a n t i - S e m i t i c . The a n t i - Z i o n i s t and a n t i - S e m i t i c 
campaign had been launched i n the USSR - i n the pre-Gorbachev era - and had 
been taken up by the Arab-Islamic fundamentalist f r o n t . At that time, dozens 
of Soviet w r i t e r s such as Trofim Kichko and Lev Komeev had r e g u l a r l y 
published venomous a n t i - S e m i t i c and a n t i - Z i o n i s t w r i t i n g s . In 1973, a P a r i s 
court had condemned the Communist deputy mayor of Nanterre f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g a 
pamphlet published i n 1906 by the group Sovuz Russkovo Naroda^ i n c i t i n g people 
to c a r r y out pogroms; the pamphlet had been reproduced by the Soviet embassy 
i n P a r i s which had, however, replaced the word "Jew" by the word " Z i o n i s t " . 
To give a f u r t h e r example of the v i r u l e n c e of the a n t i - Z i o n i s t campaign i n the 
USSR, he could mention a memorandum e n t i t l e d " D e - Z i o n i z a t i o n " submitted by the 
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" A r a b i s t " Valéry Emelyanov to the C e n t r a l Committee of the Communist Party i n 
1977, which had advocated the dep o r t a t i o n of Jews to remote areas of the 
USSR. Emelyanov had been a r r e s t e d i n Moscow on 7 A p r i l 1980, not f o r 
incitement to r a c i a l h a tred, but f o r the murder of h i s w i f e . A f t e r being 
e x p e l l e d from the Communist P a r t y and spending some time i n a p s y c h i a t r i c 
h o s p i t a l , he was now back at work as an a c t i v i s t f o r the a n t i - S e m i t i c 
o r g a n i z a t i o n Pamyat'. 

25. The time had come f o r the USSR and a l l the States which had voted f o r 
r e s o l u t i o n 3379 (XXX) i n 1975 to ensure that the r e s o l u t i o n was s w i f t l y 
d eclared n u l l and v o i d . R e c a l l i n g that the United States V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , 
Dan Quayle, had suggested two months e a r l i e r that the United States of America 
and the USSR should work together i n the f i g h t against a n t i - S e m i t i s m , he s a i d 
that Mr. Alexander G o l i t s i n , p o l i t i c a l c o u n s e l l o r at the Soviet embassy i n 
London, had t a c i t l y r e j e c t e d r e s o l u t i o n 3379 (XXX) the previous month, at a 
conference on I s r a e l h e l d i n London under the auspices of the United Kingdom 
Foreign O f f i c e . Mr. G o l i t s i n had declared: "The condemnation of Zionism as 
racism was part of the i d e o l o g i c a l war of the time, when everything r e l a t e d to 
I s r a e l was presented i n the Soviet Union i n an unfavourable l i g h t ... .We 
should get r i d of i d e o l o g i c a l c o n f l i c t s " . In c o n c l u s i o n , he hoped that 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of States which had r e c e n t l y regained t h e i r l i b e r t y would 
i n d i c a t e t h e i r views on the subject during the current s e s s i o n . 

26. The CHAIRMAN s a i d that the Commission had f i n i s h e d i t s debate on agenda 
items 5, 6, 15 and 16. 

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION IN ALL COUNTRIES OF THE ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL RIGHTS CONTAINED IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND IN 
THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND STUDY 
OF SPECIAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FACE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE THESE HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING: 

(a) PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING: 
FOREIGN DEBT, ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT POLICIES AND THEIR EFFECTS ON THE FULL 
ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND, IN PARTICULAR, ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE DECLARATION ON THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT 

(b) THE EFFECTS OF THE EXISTING UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER ON THE 
ECONOMIES OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND THE OBSTACLE THAT THIS 
REPRESENTS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 

(c) POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN 
DEVELOPMENT AND IN THE FULL REALIZATION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS 
(agenda item 7) (E/CN.4/1990/8 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/19) 

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT (agenda item 8) 
(E/CN.4/1990/9 (Part I I I ) , E/CN.4/1990/33 and E/CN.4/1989/10) 

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda item 17) 
(E/C.12/1988/1; CCPR/C/2/Rev.2 and A/44/441) 

EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING OF BODIES ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO UNITED NATIONS HUMAN 
RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS (agenda item 18) (E/CN.4/1990/39; A/44/539 and 668) 
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27. Mr. NYAMEKYE (Deputy D i r e c t o r , Centre f o r Human R i g h t s ) , i n t r o d u c i n g 
agenda items 7 and 8, s a i d that the issues they addressed had been tmder 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the United Nations f o r many years. In 1945, the peoples of 
the United Nations had declared i n the Preamble to the Charter of the 
United Nations t h e i r determination "to promote s o c i a l progress and b e t t e r 
standards of l i f e i n l a r g e r freedom". Economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s 
had been l a i d dovm i n a r t i c l e s 23 to 27 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human 
Rights and i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l 
R i g h t s , adopted by the General Assembly i n 1966 along w i t h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . The i n d i v i s i b i l i t y and 
interdependence of the two c a t e g o r i e s of r i g h t s had been r e a f f i r m e d i n a 
number of instrvunents. 

28. The Commission on Human Rights had begun to consider the r e a l i z a t i o n of 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s i n 1968, and had accorded i t high 
p r i o r i t y s i n c e 1975. At i t s f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n , i n r e s o l u t i o n 1989/15, the 
Commission had decided to add a sub-item to the agenda item, on f o r e i g n debt, 
economic adjustment p o l i c i e s and t h e i r e f f e c t s on the f u l l enjoyment of human 
r i g h t s and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , on implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right 
to Development, because of the great concern aroused by the problem i n recent 
years. Mr. B e t t i n o C r a x i , former Prime M i n i s t e r of I t a l y , had been appointed 
as the Secretary-General's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to study the most appropriate ways 
of a l l e v i a t i n g the debt burden of c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s as e f f e c t i v e l y and s w i f t l y 
as p o s s i b l e . A meeting of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s had been he l d i n 
November 1989 on the e f f e c t s of the debt c r i s i s on the enjoyment of human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. 

29. At the request of the Commission, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s had asked one of i t s members, 
Mr. Danilo Turk, to study problems, p o l i c i e s and progressive measures r e l a t i n g 
to a more e f f e c t i v e r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . 
Mr. Turk's p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t had been issued i n document E/CN.A/Sub.2/1989/19. 

30. Pursuant to the request formulated i n r e s o l u t i o n 1989/14, the Commission 
had before i t a report (E/CN.4/1990/8) c o n t a i n i n g comments from Governments, 
United Nations organs, s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
on the study on popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

31. The question of the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development was d e a l t 
w i t h i n agenda item 8. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of problems r a i s e d by v a r i o u s 
aspects of human r i g h t s and development had l e d to the adoption, by the 
General Assembly, of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to Development on 
4 December 1986, from which he quoted e x t e n s i v e l y . The Commission on Human 
Rights had then set up the Working Group of Governmental Experts on the Right 
to Development, which had mmet p r i o r to the Commission's 1987, 1988 and 1989 
sessions to study any proposals r e l a t i n g to ways and means of guaranteeing the 
e f f e c t i v e implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n at the i n d i v i d u a l , n a t i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . At the Commission's f o r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n , i n 
r e s o l u t i o n 1989/45, i t had i n v i t e d the Secretary-General to organize i n 1989, 
w i t h i n e x i s t i n g resources, a g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n , i n v o l v i n g experts and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the United Nations system, i n c l u d i n g i t s s p e c i a l i z e d 
agencies, r e g i o n a l intergovernmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n t e r e s t e d 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , on the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
development. The Global C o n s u l t a t i o n , which had taken place i n Geneva 
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from 8 to 12 Janixary 1990, had produced extremely i n t e r e s t i n g d i s c u s s i o n s of a 
wide range of i n t e r r e l a t e d s u b j e c t s , each d e a l t w i t h from the p o i n t of view of 
respect f o r htunan r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. The C o n s u l t a t i o n had 
c l e a r l y shown the interdependence between the r i g h t to development, as a htunan 
r i g h t , and other areas of a c t i v i t y . 

32. The Commission and other United Nations bodies might w e l l use the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Global C o n s u l t a t i o n as a b a s i s f o r 
co n s i d e r i n g f u t u r e a c t i o n i n that very important f i e l d . Besides the report on 
the g l o b a l c o n s u l t a t i o n (E/CN.4/1990/9), the Commission had before i t an 
a n a l y t i c a l c o m p i l a t i o n of comments and views by Governments, non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . United Nations organs and s p e c i a l i z e d agencies on the 
implementation and f u r t h e r enhancement of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to 
Development (E/CN.4/1990/33). 

33. F i n a l l y , he wished to draw the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to General Comment 
No. 2, on the interdependence of a l l hxunan r i g h t s , r e c e n t l y adopted by the 
Committee on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s . In the document the 
Committee drew a t t e n t i o n to a number of s p e c i f i c measures which should be 
taken to i n t e g r a t e human r i g h t s concerns i n t o development a c t i v i t i e s , i n l i n e 
w i t h the Global C o n s u l t a t i o n ' s c o n c l u s i o n s . 

34. A l l those issues were complex and at times extremely d i f f i c u l t to 
understand, but they d e a l t w i t h the way men and women l i v e d throughout the 
world. I t was, t h e r e f o r e , to be hoped that the Commission's work would 
c o n t r i b u t e to a c h i e v i n g the o b j e c t i v e of the United Nations i n the economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l f i e l d s , as set f o r t h i n the Charter of " b e t t e r standards 
of l i f e i n l a r g e r freedom". 

35. Turning to agenda item 17, concerning the st a t u s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on Human R i g h t s , he drew the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to the 
Secretary-General's r e p o r t (A/44/441), which provided i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
number of sign a t u r e s and r a t i f i c a t i o n s of both Covenants and the Optional 
P r o t o c o l and was submitted to the Commission i n pursuance of 
r e s o l u t i o n 1989/17. Since the completion of that r e p o r t , A l g e r i a and I r e l a n d 
had r a t i f i e d , and Somalia had acceded to the two Covenants, thus b r i n g i n g the 
t o t a l number of States p a r t i e s to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic and 
C u l t u r a l Rights to 95 and that of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l Rights to 90. F u r t h e r , the number of r a t i f i c a t i o n s or accessions to 
the Optional P r o t o c o l to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
Rights had increased from 43 to 49 during 1989, the s i x new States p a r t i e s 
being A l g e r i a , I r e l a n d , the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, New Zealand, the 
P h i l i p p i n e s and Somalia. A l g e r i a and I r e l a n d had a l s o made the d e c l a r a t i o n 
provided f o r i n a r t i c l e 41 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and 
P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , thus b r i n g i n g the t o t a l number of States p a r t i e s which had 
made that d e c l a r a t i o n to 26. 

36. Since the Commission's l a s t s e s s i o n , the Human Rights Committee had 
continued to discharge i t s mandate i n a h i g h l y p o s i t i v e manner, de s p i t e an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y heavy workload. During i t s three sessions i n 1989, i t had 
considered a t o t a l of 12 r e p o r t s . Two of those had been t h i r d p e r i o d i c 
r e p o r t s , which had been considered using a new methodology which placed 
primary emphasis on ma i n t a i n i n g and strengthening the dialogue between the 
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Committee and the States p a r t i e s . In order to f a c i l i t a t e i t s work r e l a t i n g to 
communications, the Committee had appointed a S p e c i a l Rapporteur to deal w i t h 
new communications, and had made s e v e r a l amendments to i t s r u l e s of 
procedure. During the past year, i t had adopted two a d d i t i o n a l general 
comments (one on the r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n to p r o t e c t i o n tmder a r t i c l e 24 of the 
Covenant, and one on n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ) , which brought the t o t a l number of 
i t s general comments to 18. 

37. The Committee on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights had held 
four sessions s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n . At i t s t h i r d s e s s i o n (6-24 February 1989), 
the r e p o r t of which was contained i n document E/1989/22, i t had devoted 
considerable e f f o r t to a review of va r i o u s aspects of i t s methods of work. 
For the f i r s t time, i t had held a general d i s c u s s i o n on the r i g h t s contained 
i n a r t i c l e 11 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l 
R i g h t s , g i v i n g p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to the r i g h t to food. I t had a l s o adopted 
i t s f i r s t General Comment e n t i t l e d "Reporting by States p a r t i e s " , as w e l l as 
i t s p r o v i s i o n a l r u l e s of procedure. I t had f u r t h e r made a number of 
suggestions and recommendations to the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l w i t h 
respect to i t s f u t u r e work r e l a t i n g , i n t e r a l i a , to arrangements f o r the 
t r a n s i t i o n to the new r e p o r t i n g p e r i o d i c i t y , the ad v i s o r y s e r v i c e s programme, 
co-operation w i t h the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies. 

38. At i t s 1989 s e s s i o n , the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l had expressed i t s 
s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i v e manner i n which the two committees were 
c a r r y i n g out t h e i r f u n c t i o n s . I t had decided t h a t , i n 1990, the Committee on 
Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights should hold an a d d i t i o n a l s e s s i o n . The 
General Assembly had approved that d e c i s i o n a t i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n and, 
a c c o r d i n g l y , the f i f t h s e s s i o n of the Committee would be held i n Geneva 
from 26 November to 14 December 1990. From 1991 onward, the Committee would 
meet every year at that time, to avoid the overlapping of i t s sessions w i t h 
those of the Commission on Human Ri g h t s . 

39. At i t s f o u r t h s e s s i o n , which had taken place from 15 January 
to 2 February 1990, the Committee on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights 
had considered nine r e p o r t s from seven States p a r t i e s , b r i n g i n g the t o t a l 
number of reports examined by i t since i t s establishment to 49. I t had a l s o 
adopted i t s General Comment No. 2, on i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e 
measures, and had continued i t s d i s c u s s i o n of the r i g h t s contained i n 
a r t i c l e 11 of the Covenant, g i v i n g p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to the r i g h t to 
housing. I t had a l s o adopted a number of suggestions and recommendations of a 
general nature formulated on the b a s i s of i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n from the reports 
of States p a r t i e s and the reports of the s p e c i a l i z e d agencies. The Committee 
had, i n t e r a l i a , expressed the hope that the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l would 
approve i t s p r o v i s i o n a l r u l e s of procedure and would a u t h o r i z e a working group 
to meet one to three months before the Committee's annual s e s s i o n . 

40. More d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n could be found i n the Committee's re p o r t on i t s 
t h i r d s e s s i o n (E/1989/22). The report on the f o u r t h s e s s i o n would be 
submitted to the Economic and S o c i a l Council at i t s f i r s t r e g u l a r session i n 
1990 to be hel d i n May. 

41. Introducing agenda item 18, he s a i d that the item had been included i n 
the agenda i n accordance w i t h Commission r e s o l u t i o n 1989/47 and d e a l t w i t h the 
e f f e c t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g of bodies e s t a b l i s h e d pursuant to the United Nations 
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hiinian r i g h t s i nstniments. The Secretary-General's report to the 
General Assembly at i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n (A/44/539) was before the 
Commission and i t gave d e t a i l s of progress achieved by the t r e a t y bodies and 
by the Secretary-General i n s i m p l i f y i n g , r a t i o n a l i z i n g and improving r e p o r t i n g 
procedures. S i g n i f i c a n t progress had been made during the past year i n 
respect of the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the Reporting g u i d e l i n e s produced by the 
v a r i o u s t r e a t y bodies; a r e v i s e d d r a f t t e x t of the c o n s o l i d a t e d g u i d e l i n e s had 
been approved by most of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s t r e a t y bodies, and the 
f i n a l t e x t was expected to be agreed by a l l of them during 1990. The adoption 
of the c o n s o l i d a t e d g u i d e l i n e s would ease the burden on States which were 
p a r t i e s to s e v e r a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments, by making i t p o s s i b l e f o r them 
to submit the same core document to the v a r i o u s t r e a t y bodies i n respect of 
the i n i t i a l p art of t h e i r report (A/44/539, para. 5 and annex). 

42. The p r e p a r a t i o n of a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t i n g manual, to a s s i s t States i n 
f u l f i l l i n g t h e i r r e p o r t i n g o b l i g a t i o n s (A/44/539, para. 6) was r e c e i v i n g 
p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n . A d d i t i o n a l l y , i n an e f f o r t to expedite the t i m e l y and 
e f f e c t i v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of States p a r t i e s ' p e r i o d i c r e p o r t s , a number of 
t r e a t y bodies had decided to appoint rapporteurs or p r e - s e s s i o n a l working 
groups and had i n s t r u c t e d them, i n t e r a l i a , to draw up a s p e c i f i c l i s t of 
issues to be considered i n respect of each report (A/44/539, para. 7). 

43. The Commission a l s o had before i t a study c a r r i e d out by an independent 
expert, i n accordance w i t h r e s o l u t i o n 1985/47, on p o s s i b l e long-term 
approaches to enhancing the e f f e c t i v e operations of the bodies e s t a b l i s h e d 
under the United Nations human r i g h t s instrvmients. That study (A/44/668) had 
been submitted to the General Assembly at i t s f o r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n . F i n a l l y , 
a task f o r c e had been i n s t r u c t e d to study computerizing the work of the t r e a t y 
monitoring bodies i n r e l a t i o n to r e p o r t i n g , i n accordance w i t h Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n 1989/46. The report of the Secretary-General on that study had 
been submitted to the Commission (E/CN.4/1990/39). 

44. Mr. de RIVERO BARRETO (Peru) s a i d t h a t , when c o n s i d e r i n g the agenda items 
which Mr. Nyamekye had j u s t introduced, the Commission should give some 
thought to the e f f e c t s which economic adjustment p o l i c i e s tindertaken as a 
r e s u l t of f o r e i g n debt, might have - and d i d have - on the e f f e c t i v e enjoyment 
of htmian r i g h t s . The i s s u e was a s e n s i t i v e and complex one, but one which had 
to be discussed. He was not t r y i n g to provoke a North-South c o n f r o n t a t i o n , 
because such an e x e r c i s e would not only be f u t i l e , but would run counter to 
the s p i r i t of dialogue which, i n the current world s i t u a t i o n , should a c t i v a t e 
the Commission's current s e s s i o n . The world had seen the i r r e s i s t i b l e advance 
of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and democracy i n the covintries of C e n t r a l and 
Eastern Europe, to which Western Europe and the United States of America had 
responded w i t h an e n t h u s i a s t i c determination to strengthen the economies of 
those c o u n t r i e s . Surely that was tantamount to r e c o g n i t i o n that c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s must be based on a sound economy o r , i n other words, on the 
f u l l enjoyment of economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s ? 

45. L a t i n America had never experienced such a wide-ranging phenomenon as the 
growth of democratic régimes over the l a s t 10 years and more, but n e i t h e r had 
i t known such i n s t a b i l i t y or such a major and p r o t r a c t e d economic and s o c i a l 
c r i s i s . The democracies e s t a b l i s h e d i n L a t i n America were poor and 
debt-ridden, and consequently extremely v u l n e r a b l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , that 
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dichotomy between p o l i t i c a l freedom and s o c i a l tmrest had not been found 
worthy of the same concern or the same i n t e r e s t as the dichotomy between 
democracy, on the one hand, and economic i n e f f i c i e n c y and poverty, on the 
other hand, i n C e n t r a l and Eastern Europe. Yet, democracy was unique and 
i n d i v i s i b l e ; there was no d i v i d i n g l i n e along the Equator between democracy i n 
the South and democracy i n the North, nor was there a w a l l between the 
democracies of the West and those of the East. The promotion of c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s c a l l e d f o r the energy and s o l i d a r i t y of the e n t i r e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community; preference should be shown i n respect of c e r t a i n 
regions or groups of c o u n t r i e s which had formerly been r i v a l s . 

46. To form some idea of the enormous s a c r i f i c e made by many L a t i n American 
c o u n t r i e s i n order to achieve economic adjustment, a comparison should be made 
w i t h the s a c r i f i c e which Germany had been o b l i g e d to make i n order to make i t s 
r e p a r a t i o n s a f t e r the F i r s t World War, f o l l o w i n g the Treaty of V e r s a i l l e s . 
Germany had re c e i v e d a s s i s t a n c e and i t s debt had been completely r e m i t t e d , 
which was c e r t a i n l y not the case f o r the h e a v i l y indebted developing 
c o u n t r i e s , and s t i l l l e s s the case f o r the L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s . When the 
democratic Governments of h e a v i l y indebted developing c o u n t r i e s asked f o r 
economic co-operation to enable t h e i r peoples genuinely to enjoy t h e i r 
economic r i g h t s , i t d i d not mean that they had assigned economic and s o c i a l 
r i g h t s p r i o r i t y over c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s ; on the c o n t r a r y , the f a c t s 
showed t h a t , d e s p i t e t h e i r meagre resources, d e s p i t e the enormous burden of 
debt s e r v i c i n g , d e s p i t e the scourge of t e r r o r i s m and drug t r a f f i c k i n g , the 
cou n t r i e s of L a t i n America respected the r u l e of law, freedom, p o l i t i c a l 
p l u r a l i s m , trade union r i g h t s and freedom of o p i n i o n , and hel d r e g u l a r and 
honest e l e c t i o n s . 

47. Why d i d the developing c o u n t r i e s of L a t i n America s t i l l wish to preserve 
democracy i n s p i t e of t h e i r economic d i f f i c u l t i e s ? I t was because the 
p o l i t i c a l c l a s s and the people of L a t i n America and other democracies were 
convinced that t r y i n g to ensure the s u r v i v a l of the people and the 
s a t i s f a c t i o n of i t s b a s i c needs without being concerned about c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l freedoms was an opt i o n which would not withstand the t e s t of 
h i s t o r y , as recent events i n C e n t r a l and Eastern Europe had shown. In the 
modem wor l d , the i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of p o l i t i c a l and economic r i g h t s was 
s e l f - e v i d e n t . I t was ther e f o r e no coincidence that the u n i t e d Nations 
General Assembly had adopted the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l Rights and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
Rights on the same day and i n the same r e s o l u t i o n . 

48. The i n d i v i s i b i l i t y and interdependence of human r i g h t s had one e s s e n t i a l 
aspect which should not be f o r g o t t e n : the l i n k between the economy and the 
i n d i v i d u a l , the human person. The Charter of the United Nations and a l l the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l hvunan r i g h t s instruments recognized the primacy of the human 
person. In g e n e r a l , people t r i e d to reso l v e economic problems by applying 
p u r e l y mathematical and q u a n t i t a t i v e formulae, without c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r 
e f f e c t on flesh-and-blood human beings, w i t h t h e i r needs, i d e a l s and r i g h t s . 
The human c o n d i t i o n was not merely a metaphysical concept; i t could be 
measured by means of parameters such as the i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e , the 
m a l n u t r i t i o n r a t e , income l e v e l s , e t c . Consequently, human f a c t o r s must be 
taken i n t o account i n the macro-economic adjustment p o l i c i e s d i c t a t e d by the 
debt problem. 
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49. However, the i n d i c a t i o n s were that the world was beginning to take those 
f a c t o r s i n t o account. For example, Peru had j u s t signed a frame agreement 
w i t h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Monetary Fund, i n which the human f a c t o r had been taken 
i n t o account i n drawing up the medium-term adjustment programme which the 
country would have to apply i n order to normalize i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l community. Under the agreement, which had proved 
d i f f i c u l t to n e g o t i a t e , the adjustment plan was p r i m a r i l y intended to increase 
the percentage of the a c t i v e population w i t h s u i t a b l e employment and to r a i s e 
the r e a l purchasing power of wages. Secondly, the economic adjustment 
measures should i n c l u d e measures to prevent negative e f f e c t s on the low-income 
urban and r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n , or at l e a s t provide some compensation f o r them. 
T h i r d l y , the programme took i n t o account the high economic and s o c i a l cost of 
such f a c t o r s as armed subversion, drug t r a f f i c k i n g , unemplo3rment and low 
incomes, a l l of which undermined the foundations of democracy. That new 
approach was a very healthy one, and h i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the frame 
agreement would mark the beginning of a new trend i n the economic adjustment 
programmes which the Commission would be c a l l e d upon to consider. 

50. Moreover, Mr. Danilo Turk, the S p e c i a l Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s , who had been 
i n s t r u c t e d to study problems, p o l i c i e s and progressive measures r e l a t i n g to 
the more e f f e c t i v e r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , 
considered that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation provided by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank was c r u c i a l f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of those 
r i g h t s w h i l e c o u n t r i e s which wished to re-enter the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r e d i t 
market were ap p l y i n g t h e i r s t r u c t u r a l adjustment p o l i c i e s . 

51. One of the most u s e f u l s t u d i e s prepared by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community on 
the s o c i a l and human aspects of the adjustment process, namely the UNICEF 
study, c l e a r l y showed that i t was s c i e n t i f i c a l l y p o s s i b l e to apply adjustment 
programmes which would simultaneously guarantee development, on the one hand, 
and the p r o t e c t i o n of v u l n e r a b l e groups, on the other. The p u b l i c a t i o n s i n 
question were e n t i t l e d "Adjustment With a Human Face" (1989) and "The 
s i t u a t i o n of c h i l d r e n i n the wo r l d " (1990). The study on adjustment p o l i c i e s 
w i t h a human face described the t r a g i c consequences f o r the i n d i v i d u a l of the 
economic c r i s i s and the l a r g e - s c a l e indebtedness i n c u r r e d by many developing 
c o u n t r i e s during the 1980s. The groups most a f f e c t e d had been c h i l d r e n , women 
and other v u l n e r a b l e groups i n most of the c o u n t r i e s of A f r i c a and 
L a t i n America and i n some A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . 

52. In i t s p u b l i c a t i o n on world debt s t a t i s t i c s (Debt Tables. 1989-1990), the 
World Bank had i n d i c a t e d that i t was aware that the ser i o u s problem of f o r e i g n 
debt was one of the f a c t o r s that had most impact on economic and s o c i a l 
development i n many developing c o u n t r i e s , as w e l l as the standard of l i v i n g of 
t h e i r people. 

53. New i n i t i a t i v e s had been taken on the i s s u e of debt, and p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s 
were expected; but the problem was f a r from r e s o l v e d , as the re p o r t s of the 
World Bank, the IMF, UNCTAD and many non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s i n d i c a t e d . That v i t a l i s s u e should, t h e r e f o r e , remain on the 
agenda of i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies. Peru considered that i t should be included i n 
the agenda of the Commission's f o r t y - s e v e n t h s e s s i o n , so that the Commission 
could consider the way i n which human f a c t o r s were taken i n t o account i n 
economic adjustment p o l i c i e s . His d e l e g a t i o n would j o i n other L a t i n American 
delegations i n submitting a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n to that e f f e c t . 
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54. Mr. ARTEAGA (Venezuela) s a i d that agenda items 7 (a) and 8, on the r i g h t 
to an adequate standard of l i v i n g and the r i g h t to development, were of 
c a p i t a l importance f o r h i s d e l e g a t i o n , and c o n s t i t u t e d a s e n s i t i v e , s p e c i f i c 
and h i g h l y t o p i c a l i s s u e . At present, i t was d i f f i c u l t not to begin every 
statement w i t h a reference to the great upheaval which was t a k i n g place i n the 
world p o l i t i c a l o rder, and which everyone expected to usher i n a new era of 
s o l i d a r i t y and co-operation among the members of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 
The c o n s o l i d a t i o n of freedom and the democratization of s o c i e t i e s were 
advancing apace, and the end of the century looked l i k e being a time of 
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n , of i n t e n s i f i e d dialogue and of l e g i t i m a t e hope that the 
peoples of the world might r e a l i z e t h e i r d e s i r e f o r détente and improved 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s , b u i l t n e c e s s a r i l y on j u s t foundations. 

55. In the current s i t u a t i o n , i t seemed a l o g i c a l assumption that the 
problems r e l a t e d to the r i g h t to development, such as the r i g h t of peoples to 
enjoy an adequate standard of l i v i n g , might be discussed i n an atmosphere of 
greater understanding and s o l i d a r i t y on the part of a l l c o u n t r i e s . The 
present unique moment i n time should not be allowed to s l i p away, when i t was 
e s s e n t i a l that i t s e f f e c t s should be f e l t i n other, and no l e s s important, 
areas; nor should an event which was b e n e f i c i a l f o r some become p r e j u d i c i a l 
f o r o t h e r s . His d e l e g a t i o n had i n mind the socio-economic s i t u a t i o n of the 
developing c o u n t r i e s , which had d e t e r i o r a t e d so d r a m a t i c a l l y that i t could be 
claimed that the 1980s had been a wasted decade f o r development. 

56. The e f f o r t s to guarantee the peoples of the developing c o u n t r i e s a 
minimum standard of l i v i n g to enable them to enjoy the r i g h t to development 
had been hampered by the crushing f i n a n c i a l burden of f o r e i g n debt and the 
s a c r i f i c e s which i t imposed. That f a c t o r posed a s e r i o u s t h r e a t to the 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l f u t u r e of the small n a t i o n s , where the very existence of 
democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s was threatened. By way of i l l u s t r a t i o n , he need only 
remind the Commission that by means of a v a r i e t y of procedures, i n c l u d i n g debt 
s e r v i c i n g , the c o u n t r i e s of the South had t r a n s f e r r e d massive amounts of 
c a p i t a l to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l centres and t h a t , according to the 
World Bank, the net outflow of c a p i t a l from developing c o u n t r i e s had amounted 
to $164 b i l l i o n between 1984 and 1988. 

57. Problems such as those were r e l e v a n t to the work of the Commission on 
Human Rights because the c e n t r a l subject of the r i g h t to development was the 
i n d i v i d u a l , who could not enjoy that r i g h t i f s o c i e t y d i d not provide him w i t h 
the r e q u i s i t e c o n d i t i o n s . The development of the i n d i v i d u a l could not be 
d i s s o c i a t e d from the development of the country i n which he l i v e d ; the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of guaranteeing the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development l a y 
w i t h S t a t e s , and t h e i r task would be e a s i e r i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l climate of 
supportive co-operation. I t was c l e a r , t h e r e f o r e , that economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s could not remain p e r i p h e r a l or secondary concerns. The 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to Development s t a t e d that the r i g h t to development 
was an i n a l i e n a b l e human r i g h t and that a l l human r i g h t s and a l l fxmdamental 
freedoms were i n d i v i s i b l e and interdependent. I t would, t h e r e f o r e , be 
unthinkable and unacceptable f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y to make a 
d i s t i n c t i o n between c e r t a i n hiiman r i g h t s , of a k i n d which would m o b i l i z e the 
a c t i v e i n t e r e s t of c o u n t r i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and other human r i g h t s , which 
would be reserved f o r the c o u n t r i e s which already enjoyed them, and which 
would f e e l no moral o b l i g a t i o n to share them. 
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58. Since i t was impossible to debate the way of r e a l i z i n g the r i g h t to 
development without g i v i n g some thought to the s o c i a l cost of c r i s e s that were 
as s e r i o u s as those caused by f o r e i g n debt, the Commission had added an item 
to i t s agenda i n 1989 - item 7 (a) - which allowed i t to analyse the l i n k 
between the problem of f o r e i g n debt and the enjoyment of human r i g h t s i n the 
l i g h t of the r i g h t to development. His d e l e g a t i o n considered i t a b s o l u t e l y 
e s s e n t i a l that Governments should be aware of the s e r i o u s s o c i a l consequences 
of the problem, and that i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation should be m o b i l i z e d to 
f i n d a s o l u t i o n . 

59. Since the Commission's previous s e s s i o n , important s t u d i e s had been 
undertaken; they had shed l i g h t on the problem of indebtedness, which was not 
only an economic and f i n a n c i a l problem, but a l s o a p o l i t i c a l one. His 
d e l e g a t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y wished to h i g h l i g h t the r e p o r t by Mr. Danilo Turk, the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission, on the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic 
order and the promotion of human r i g h t s . The r e p o r t ' s conclusions deserved 
the utmost a t t e n t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y those concerning the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and the consequences of those a c t i v i t i e s 
f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . The S p e c i a l 
Rapporteur concluded that the s o l u t i o n s a p p l i e d by those i n s t i t u t i o n s d i d not 
take i n t o account the r e a l s i t u a t i o n i n the c o u n t r i e s that were meant to apply 
them, and he had used Venezuela as an example. 

60. In the UNICEF study e n t i t l e d "The s i t u a t i o n of c h i l d r e n i n the world", i t 
was s t a t e d that f o r e i g n debt a c t u a l l y accounted f o r a l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n of the 
developing world's resources than that devoted to m i l i t a r y expenditures, and 
that s p e c i f i c measures to p r o t e c t the h e a l t h , n u t r i t i o n and education of 
c h i l d r e n would not be enough unless they were accompanied by a s o l u t i o n to the 
debt problem. F i n a l l y , h i s d e l e g a t i o n wished to r e f e r to the G l o b a l 
C o n s u l t a t i o n on the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development, which had been 
hel d i n Geneva a few days e a r l i e r , and which had emphasized the l i n k between 
respect f o r human r i g h t s , n a t i o n a l s t a b i l i t y and the promotion of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

61. In c o n c l u s i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n supported the recommendation that the 
Centre f o r Human Rights should co-ordinate the implementation of the r i g h t to 
development, and that each United Nations agency and programme d e a l i n g w i t h 
development should have a centre f o r the r i g h t to development and htiman 
r i g h t s . That would be i n keeping w i t h the s p i r i t of General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 44/62, which c a l l e d upon the r e l e v a n t bodies of the United Nations 
system to take i n t o account the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to Development when 
drawing up t h e i r programmes of a c t i v i t y . F i n a l l y , h i s d e l e g a t i o n would be 
j o i n i n g others i n submitting a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n on the consequences, f o r the 
e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of human r i g h t s , of economic adjustment p o l i c i e s l i n k e d to 
f o r e i g n debt. 

62. Mr. GONDOR (Hvingary) s a i d that h i s Government considered the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
of States to i n t e r n a t i o n a l conventions and agreements to be a c a r d i n a l aspect 
of human r i g h t s . The f a c t that the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n had been r a t i f i e d by 
a very l a r g e number of S t a t e s , whereas only a l i t t l e over h a l f of States 
Members of the United Nations had become p a r t i e s to t r e a t i e s , i n c l u d i n g the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i g h t s , which l a i d down s p e c i f i c o b l i g a t i o n s 
i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, l e d to the i n e v i t a b l e c o n c l u s i o n that the time had come 
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to conduct a study of the question. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l machinery f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s could not f u n c t i o n e f f e c t i v e l y as long as a l a r g e 
number of States refused to become p a r t i e s to those conventions or to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n those i n t e r n a t i o n a l mechanisms. Pu r e l y formal accession or the 
f a i l u r e by a State to comply w i t h i t s t r e a t y o b l i g a t i o n s , or again v i o l a t i o n 
of the p r o v i s i o n s of a t r e a t y , were of course a l s o a cause f o r concern. His 
d e l e g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e welcomed the appointment by the Secretary-General of an 
independent expert w i t h the task of preparing a study on ways of enhancing the 
e f f e c t i v e o p e ration of e x i s t i n g and prospective bodies e s t a b l i s h e d under 
United Nations human r i g h t s instruments, and the appointment of a task f o r c e 
to study the computerization of the work of t r e a t y monitoring bodies. 

63. G e n e r a l l y speaking, the catalogue of hximan r i g h t s should be enlarged only 
on the b a s i s of c a r e f u l l y considered d e c i s i o n s , w i t h a t t e n t i o n focused on new 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l instruments that were l i k e l y to help s o l v e current 
problems or e l i m i n a t e wrongful p r a c t i c e s . In that r e s p e c t , the r i g h t s of 
n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s and r e l i g i o u s groups should be 
c o d i f i e d as a matter of p r i o r i t y , s i n c e massive and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of 
those r i g h t s were the cause of many present-day problems. N a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s 
should enjoy s p e c i a l r i g h t s f o r which there was as yet no p r o v i s i o n i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l system of hxoman r i g h t s . The Hungarian Government, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s e n s i t i v e as i t was to v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t s of n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a gainst them, would the r e f o r e l i k e p r i o r i t y to be given to the 
work of the Commission on Human Rights Working Group on the d r a f t i n g of a 
d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t s of persons belonging to n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s 
and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s , i n order to f i l l a gap i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t a n d a r d - s e t t i n g a c t i v i t i e s concerning htmian r i g h t s . 

64. Since the Commission's previous s e s s i o n , the Republic of Hvmgary had 
witnessed r a d i c a l changes towards f u r t h e r democratization and humanization of 
the State and the r e s t o r a t i o n of the r u l e of law, and they had a l r e a d y y i e l d e d 
t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s i n l e g i s l a t i o n . 

65. In October 1989, the Hxmgarian Parliament had adopted a law amending the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n and p r o v i d i n g , i n p a r t i c u l a r , f o r i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o the l e g a l 
system of the g e n e r a l l y recognized norms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and f o r the 
conformity of domestic law w i t h a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n s , w i t h 
emphasis on respect f o r and p r o t e c t i o n of the i n v i o l a b l e and i n a l i e n a b l e 
fundamental hiaman r i g h t s . The r e l e v a n t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n s had been 
made more p r e c i s e and comprehensive, one of them s t i p u l a t i n g that no one could 
be subjected to t o r t u r e , c r u e l , inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment; 
no r e s t r i c t i o n could be placed on that p r o v i s i o n i n any circumstances, even 
under a s t a t e of emergency. The new law a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
court and a parliamentary ombudsman. I t f u r t h e r adjusted the p r o v i s i o n s of 
Hungary's fundamental law concerning refugees to i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s . F i n a l l y , among the amendments to the Penal Code, i t was now 
s t i p u l a t e d that no one could be sentenced to death f o r p o l i t i c a l a c t s . 

66. With regard to the implementation of the p r o v i s i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
himian r i g h t s instruments, the Republic of Hungary had acceded to the 
1951 Geneva Convention r e l a t i n g to the Status of Refugees and i t s P r o t o c o l , 
and to the A d d i t i o n a l P r o t o c o l s to the 1949 Geneva Convention, on the occasion 
of the one hxmdred and twenty f i f t h a nniversary of the Red Cross. 
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67. The Republic of Hungary considered i t s e l f bound by the i n d i v i d u a l 
complaint mechanism i n respect of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the 
E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and the Convention against 
Torture and Other C r u e l , Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The 
o b l i g a t i o n to r e f e r to a t h i r d p a r t y i n the settlement of disputes had been 
recognized, and a l l previous r e s e r v a t i o n s concerning the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Court of J u s t i c e had been withdrawn i n respect of a l l 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments to which Hungary was a p a r t y . 

68. A l l of those changes had come about as a r e s u l t of the recent s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l developments i n Hungary. 

69. Mr. NASTASE (Observer f o r Romania) r e c a l l e d that h i s country had j u s t 
emerged from a t o t a l i t a r i a n régime and t r u l y entered the course of 
contemporary h i s t o r y . The R e v o l u t i o n had enabled the n a t i o n to r e d i s c o v e r i t s 
d i g n i t y and the values which bound i t to European and u n i v e r s a l c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
At the same time i t had f o s t e r e d dialogue and co-operation w i t h a l l 
United Nations human r i g h t s bodies, and made the coimtry more aware of the 
u n i v e r s a l r u l e s concerning hiunan r i g h t s and of the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
United Nations, e s p e c i a l l y those of the Commission on Human R i g h t s . 

70. A f t e r years of d i c t a t o r s h i p , Romania was i n a d i f f i c u l t economic and 
s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n brought about by an a u t a r c h i c , t o t a l i t a r i a n and 
o v e r - c e n t r a l i z e d régime. The former socio-economic partners must ther e f o r e be 
i n t e g r a t e d i n the country's new economy, w i t h the w e l f a r e of the people as the 
prime c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The c i v i l i a n and m i l i t a r y p opulation had p a i d a heavy 
t r i b u t e to the R e v o l u t i o n , and socio-economic l i f e as a whole must now be 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d , but i t was necessary to avoid over-hasty reforms that would 
place too heavy a burden on the economy, and to r e f r a i n from r e s o r t i n g to 
e x t e r n a l resources before t a k i n g stock of the s t a t e of the country's economic 
and i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e s . The recovery could only be slow and gradixal and 
would i n v o l v e s o c i a l c o n s t r a i n t s which must be kept to a minimum. 

71. In the immediate aftermath of the R e v o l u t i o n , the major concern had been 
to step up food, energy and f u e l s u p p l i e s to the people. C e r t a i n laws had 
been a b o l i s h e d and measures had been taken to a s s i s t i n d u s t r y , w h i l e the 
energy quotas a l l o t t e d to the p o p u l a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h regard to n a t u r a l 
gas and petroleum products, had been increased at the expense of c e r t a i n l a rge 
consumers. S o c i a l measures had a l s o been adopted i n such areas as maternity 
leave, and other p r o v i s i o n s w i t h an e x c e s s i v e l y depressive e f f e c t on wages had 
been a b o l i s h e d . 

72. In the f i e l d of human r i g h t s , about a hundred r e p r e s s i v e or r e s t r i c t i v e 
laws had been repealed or amended, such as the laws on land d i v i s i o n 
( " s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n " ) , the decrees on farming a c t i v i t i e s and the law p r o h i b i t i n g 
f o r e i g n c r e d i t . Other l e g i s l a t i v e p r o v i s i o n s p r o h i b i t i n g i n d i v i d u a l s from 
t a k i n g part i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e , such as the r e g u l a t i o n s concerning 
telephone c a l l s to f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , payment i n f o r e i g n currency, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r a i l l i n k s and p o s t a l s e r v i c e s had been a b o l i s h e d . With the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of the new system of passport d e l i v e r y , a l l i n d i v i d u a l s now had 
freedom of movement and could possess a passport which they were e n t i t l e d to 
keep, and a decree-law had been adopted on the subject of the r e p a t r i a t i o n of 
Romanian c i t i z e n s . 
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73. The p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m that had been e s t a b l i s h e d meant the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of a l l the c r e a t i v e f o r c e s of the n a t i o n i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a modem 
s o c i e t y which must i n v o l v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the people. Some 30 p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s , as w e l l as f r e e trade unions and p r o f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , had 
already been formed. 

74. The new democracy was based on the equal r i g h t s of a l l c i t i z e n s ; the 
r i g h t s of persons belonging to n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t i e s were a constant concern; a 
law on the subject was to be passed i n the near f u t u r e and a m i n i s t r y f o r 
m i n o r i t i e s set up. 

75. The d r a f t e l e c t o r a l Act and the new C o n s t i t u t i o n would be the subject of 
a wide-ranging debate to ensure that the country's present needs could best be 
met, s i n c e the establishment of the p o l i t i c a l and j u r i d i c a l foundations of the 
State would be an important t e s t f o r the f l e d g l i n g Romanian democracy. The 
aim was to ensure the t r a n s i t i o n from a t o t a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y to a democratic 
s o c i e t y i n which a l l c i t i z e n s could e f f e c t i v e l y enjoy t h e i r economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . The f r i e n d s of f r e e Romania would a p p r e c i a t e the 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y e f f o r t the country must make to take i t s place i n the democratic 
and c i v i l i z e d world as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

76. Mr. SENE (Senegal) f i r s t commended the S e c r e t a r i a t f o r having organized 
i n Geneva, from 9 to 12 January 1990, a broad-ranging exchange of views and 
experience on the theme " r i g h t to development and hiunan r i g h t s " as part of a 
h i g h - l e v e l Global C o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the D i r e c t o r General 
f o r Development and I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co-operation, the Secretary-General of 
UNCTAD, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the World Bank i n Geneva and numerous 
development s p e c i a l i s t s . 

77. Since the concept of the r i g h t to development had become part of l e g a l 
language even before being recognized as a r e a l i t y , i t s a s s i m i l a t i o n to human 
r i g h t s s t i l l gave r i s e to controversy, d e s p i t e the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Right to 
Development contained i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 41/128 of 4 December 1986. 
However that may be, i t could be s a i d that the r i g h t to development as a r i g h t 
to s o l i d a r i t y was one of the t h i r d generation human r i g h t s , encompassing 
c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s a l i k e . The Working 
Group of Governmental Experts which had d r a f t e d the D e c l a r a t i o n had drawn on 
A r t i c l e s 1, 55 and 56 of the Charter of the United Nations and the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n s of many s p e c i a l i z e d agencies, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on 
Human R i g h t s , a r t i c l e s 22 and 29 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n , the D e c l a r a t i o n 
on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples (1960), the 
Proclamation of Teheran, the D e c l a r a t i o n on S o c i a l Progress and Development, 
one of the more s p e c i f i c instruments i n that regard, but a l s o the D e c l a r a t i o n 
on the Establishment of a New I n t e m a t i o n a l Economic Order (1974), which 
was c a l l e d f o r by the developing c o u n t r i e s , the UNESCO D e c l a r a t i o n on Race 
and R a c i a l P r e j u d i c e (1978), the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of 
States (1974), and the r e s o l u t i o n of 14 December 1962 concerning permanent 
sovereignty over n a t u r a l resources. 

78. The r i g h t to development continued to r a i s e a great many questions and 
even to arouse d i s p u t e s , f o r i t was the t a n g i b l e expression of the 
expectations of the vast m a j o r i t y of peoples on e a r t h and of the r i g h t of 
every i n d i v i d u a l to a b e t t e r l i f e . I t was t h e r e f o r e an extension of the r i g h t 
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to l i f e . I n t e r n a t i o n a l development law d i d not have the same b i n d i n g f o r c e as 
domestic law, and must adj u s t to the new challenges of the contemporary 
world. At the San Marino seminar on i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitarian law, i n 1972, 
P r e s i d e n t Keba Mbaye of Senegal had s t a t e d that the u l t i m a t e purpose of the 
r i g h t to development was to introduce j u s t i c e and law i n t o the economic order, 
transforming " a i d - a s - c h a r i t y " i n t o " a i d - a s - a n - o b l i g a t i o n " , and to h i g h l i g h t 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Governments of the developing c o u n t r i e s i n the 
development process. 

79. Global r e l a t i o n s c a l l i n g f o r greater e q u i t y at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l 
were inseparable from the problems a r i s i n g w i t h i n each n a t i o n a l community. In 
many r e s p e c t s , the United Nations bore the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r implementing the 
r i g h t to development, seen as the r e a l i z a t i o n of s o c i a l i d e a l s concerning 
l i f e , progress, peace and j u s t i c e , t a k i n g i n t o account the d i v e r s i t y of 
c u l t u r e s , which were mutxially e n r i c h i n g . Development could only be r e a l i z e d 
i n a context of peace conducive to the m o b i l i z a t i o n of a l l resources to f o s t e r 
economic growth, s o c i a l w e l l - b e i n g and respect f o r human r i g h t s . Conversely, 
those c o n d i t i o n s could not be created without an improvement i n people's 
m a t e r i a l circumstances, which only development could provide. Development 
must th e r e f o r e be aimed at promoting the human being w i t h i n h i s own s o c i a l 
environment and enhancing h i s personal s p i r i t t i a l , moral and m a t e r i a l 
development. I t was by no means merely a question of making up f o r l o s t time, 
but was a s t a t e of mind, the s u c c e s s f u l t r a n s i t i o n by a country to a new way 
of t h i n k i n g and a c t i n g i n the context of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . 

80. A development e f f o r t brought about i n a d i s o r d e r l y and abrupt f a s h i o n or 
imposed from the outside could only d i s r u p t peoples' l i v e s and r e s u l t i n t h e i r 
being uprooted or m a r g i n a l i z e d or l e f t to stagnate, a l l of which would lead to 
d e s p a i r , d i s t r e s s and i n s t a b i l i t y , and thus undermine respect f o r human 
d i g n i t y . On the c o n t r a r y , a l l must be able to enjoy the f r u i t s of development 
and equal o p p o r t u n i t y so that peoples could p a r t i c i p a t e i n decision-making on 
the course of t h e i r development and improvement of t h e i r l i v i n g and working 
c o n d i t i o n s , i n j u s t i c e , freedom and s o l i d a r i t y . 

81. In matters of r e g i o n a l co-operation, one saw that the l e g a l instruments 
i n f o r c e demonstrated the f u l l extent of the concerns r a i s e d by development 
i s s u e s . According to a r t i c l e 2 of the Charter of the O r g a n i z a t i o n of American 
S t a t e s , adopted as long ago as 1948, one of the purposes of the OAS was to 
promote, by co-operative a c t i o n , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development. 
In the same year, the American D e c l a r a t i o n of the Rights and Duties of Man 
provided that i t was the duty of every i n d i v i d u a l so to conduct himself i n 
r e l a t i o n to others that each and every one might f u l l y form and develop h i s 
p e r s o n a l i t y . The A f r i c a n Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights was very 
e x p l i c i t about the r i g h t to development, i n preambular paragraphs 3, 4, 6 
and 7. I t s a r t i c l e 22 provided, moreover, that a l l peoples had the r i g h t to 
t h e i r economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development w i t h due regard f o r t h e i r 
freedom and i d e n t i t y , and i n the equal enjojraient of the common h e r i t a g e of 
mankind. I t provided that States had the duty, i n d i v i d u a l l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , 
to ensure the e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t to development. 

82. The European Convention on Human Rights (1950) was l e s s e x p l i c i t on the 
s u b j e c t , but the Convention of Lomé, concluded between the EEC and the 
A f r i c a n , Caribbean and P a c i f i c (ACP) S t a t e s , provided a testing-ground f o r the 
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r i g h t to development as a human r i g h t i n the context of North-South 
r e l a t i o n s . A s s o c i a t i n g the requirements of development w i t h those of human 
r i g h t s , i t assigned to co-operation the o b j e c t i v e of promoting the ACP Sta t e s ' 
s o c i a l and economic progress and the w e l l - b e i n g of t h e i r populations through 
the s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e i r b a s i c needs and the enhancement of people's 
c a p a c i t i e s , w i t h respect f o r t h e i r d i g n i t y . 

83. On the subject of the r i g h t to development, Mr. Cheysson, former M i n i s t e r 
and member of the Commission of the European Communities, had s a i d that i t was 
a r i g h t that must be recognized as being complementary to the r i g h t s of 
i n d i v i d u a l s and that i t had been recognized by many as being the fundamental 
r i g h t . I t was the r i g h t of a community to b u i l d and c o n s o l i d a t e i t s e l f and i t 
was the r i g h t of i n d i v i d u a l s to a f u t u r e set on a forward-moving course. 

84. When t a k i n g stock of the past decade, the p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the recent 
Global C o n s u l t a t i o n i n Geneva (9 to 12 January 1990) had r a i s e d the question 
of the r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to development as a human r i g h t . In the area 
of development s t r a t e g i e s , i t was undeniable that there had been some p o s i t i v e 
achievements d e s p i t e the r e l a t i v e shortage of resources. However, as f a r as 
many c o u n t r i e s were concerned, the obstacles seemed to loom ever l a r g e r as 
endeavours were made to overcome them. I t was d i f f i c u l t to assess the 
magnitude of the r e a l needs of co u n t r i e s which had not yet r e a l l y reached the 
" t a k e - o f f " stage. During the c o n s u l t a t i o n , some experts had even pointed to 
cases of c o l l a p s i n g s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s , loosening bonds of s o l i d a r i t y , the 
b r a i n d r a i n and v a r i o u s other e f f e c t s of s o c i a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . 

85. A number of questions such as the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of women i n development, 
the s i t u a t i o n of indigenous peoples, the r i g h t s of the c h i l d , the p r o t e c t i o n 
of the most deprived groups, the s t r u g g l e against poverty, environmental 
p r o t e c t i o n , p o p u l a t i o n and the prevention of n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s had been the 
focus of p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n by the p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

86. The p a r t i c i p a n t s had recommended concerted a c t i o n , on the part of the 
competent bod i e s , on such matters as the resources a v a i l a b l e to finance 
development, debt, t r a d e , commodities, energy, food, the t r a n s f e r of 
disarmament technology, emplojrment, education and communication, w i t h a view 
to r e a c t i v a t i n g the world economy. 

87. The ob s t a c l e s to the r i g h t to development most f r e q u e n t l y c i t e d included 
massive v i o l a t i o n s of hirnian r i g h t s such as a p a r t h e i d t racism, the oppression 
of m i n o r i t i e s and r e l i g i o u s or i d e o l o g i c a l i n t o l e r a n c e . Aggression, f o r e i g n 
occupation, d e n i a l of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n , 
t o r t u r e and t e r r o r i s m were denounced, and reference was made to drugs, hunger, 
i l l i t e r a c y , the development of AIDS and, f i n a l l y , the arms race. 

88. The urgent need to reduce poverty as a source of tension and f r u s t a t i o n 
incompatible w i t h the promotion of human r i g h t s and the r i g h t to development 
had been recognized. The experts had described the new trends emerging from 
recent developments i n the world economy, and had expressed the view that the 
r i g h t to development should be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n s t r u c t u r a l 
adjustment p r o j e c t s , procedures f o r debt repasrment and r e g i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n . 
The Centre f o r Human R i g h t s , the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l and the 
General Assembly must see to the implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the 
Right to Development. That r i g h t must form the b a s i s of a l l n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
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the improvement of i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic s t r u c t u r e s ; meanwhile, nothing could 
be achieved without the p o l i t i c a l w i l l to change the r u l e s of the world 
economic system by peaceful means. In the f i n a l a n a l y s i s , the r i g h t to 
development was part of the g l o b a l process of economic, s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and 
p o l i t i c a l progress. 

89. A f f i r m i n g the r i g h t to development should make i t p o s s i b l e g r a d u a l l y to 
put an end to i n j u s t i c e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s , and, by the same 
token, to the scourges of hunger, disease and i l l i t e r a c y throughout the world. 

90. Mrs. MOLINA (Deputy Secretary of the Commission) informed the Commission 
that i t had not been p o s s i b l e to d i s t r i b u t e the rep o r t of the Di r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
on the " e f f e c t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g of bodies e s t a b l i s h e d pursuant to United Nations 
human r i g h t s instrxunents" (E/CN.4/1990/39) i n a l l the languages w i t h i n the 
scheduled t i m e - l i m i t or as w i d e l y as the S e c r e t a r i a t would have wished, on 
account of the l i m i t e d resources a v a i l a b l e to the Centre f o r Нгипап Rights and 
the Department of Conference S e r v i c e s . 

Thg meeting rose a t 6.10 Pfin. 


