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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.n.

AGENDA ITI%I 63: UNTTED NATIONS UNIVERSITY (A/3L4/31)

1. Dr, KWAPONG (Vice-Rector, United Nations University) expressed the regrets of
the Rector, Dr. James Hester, for his inability to attend the meeting,

2. In his report to the General Assembly (A/34/31), the Council of the University
had drawn attention to the substantial progress the University had made during the
past year, Evidence of that progress vas seen in the continuing expansion of
activities, increasing interaction among the three main programmes and a welcome
but still inadequate strengthening of its financial support through the Lndovment
Tund.

3. An area of expansion that had been narticularly gratifying was the growth of
the University's networks of collaborating scholars and institutions. The aim of
those network operations was to reduce the isolation of scholars and scientists,
particularly in the developing world, and to promote the srowth of vigorcus academic
and scientific communities throughout the world.

L, Turning to the achievements of the individual programmes, he said that a
recently published University renort had contributed to the research done by the
YWorld Hunger Programme concerning the standards that had been used since the early
1970s to determine protein and energy needs in many developing countries. The
report had stressed the importance of giving sufficient attention to the need for
recovery and catch-up growth following the chronic infections that often
accompanied undernourishment. It contained important guidelines for future
co-operative research efforts by the University and other United Hations agencies,
underlining the areas where research was most badly needed.

5. The Vorld Hunger Programme currently had nine associated institutions
throughout the world. Those institutions held together the networks organized to
focus scholarly and scientific exvertise on the problems of food and nutrition
policy planning, post-harvest food losses and the nutritional reguirements of
developing countries. The Programme had recently awarded its 100th fellowship, and
a total of L4l fellows had completed their training. They reported that their
capacity to contribute to solving their countries' problems had been significantly
increased, and two-thirds of them were already in positions that enabled them to
influence their countries' food and nutrition policies.

6. The Human and Social Development Programme, which was broken dowm into two
subprogrammes dealing with problems of development and technology for develorment
sourht to act as a criticel forum vhere different schools of thousht , cultures and
discinlines could interact inm anclysin~ the econcuic, social, political and cultural
forces that affected the development process. Such a forum deepened and enriched
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the dialogue on alternative apprcaches to developwent. In the mast vear, work on
the four initial research projects end three new trojects had continued. Activities
had ranced from detailed villase-level studies of traditicnal technology in eight
Asian nations to a global analysis of develorment alternatives. Otudies had also
been carried out on the social and cultural consequences of the transfer of
technology in Japan - a project that was already vieldins valuable practical
insights for develorment country vlanners. Eight thematic workshops and two
recional symposia had been held in co-operation with international, recional and
national academic bodies over the past year. lVore than 200 pre-nublication research
notes and papers had been presented and discussed by the more than 70 research units
in the different networks.

I The Prograrme on the Use and lanagement of iatural Resources had been
established only in the past year and already had nine associated institutions and
seven operating networks. It was founded upon the recornition that the energy
crisis and environmental decline were two challenges thet must be confronted jointly
by the industrialized and developing worlds. It concentrated on expanding the
understonding among the develoning world's scientists of energy and resource use in
their own countries. Six of its nine associated institutions had held scientific
workshops durinpg the vpast year, and the Programme itself had co-sponsored an
important conference on energy alternatives held in January 1979 at the Bast-lest
Centre in Hawaii. Its fellowships were groving, and exploratory missions had been
carried out to over 30 countries. Ten research and training units had been
established, and nine more were in the planning stage.

8., A1l three main programmes of the United Hations University had sought to work
closely with the appropriate United ations agencies and other bodies, notably
UNESCO, UNITAR, TAO, HO, UJDP, UMNEP and UNRISD, with the ain of complementing, not
duplicating, the efforts of others working in similar fields.

9. One of the most significant develomments of the past year had been the groving
interaction armong the prograrmes. The University had sought to encoursge that
interaction because it recognized that serious problems could be fully understood
and solved only as intimately linked aspects of the human condition. The Council
had stressed that philosophy in its report. Specific instances of interaction over
the past year had included an assessment of the field of biomass conversion at a
workshop of the “Jorld Hunser and Hatural Resources programnes in Guatemala in
Hovember, an examination of the problem of identifyins alternative goals, processes
and indicators of food and nutrition policy by the Vorld Hunger and Human and Social
Development prograrmes at a workshop at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
In arch, research and training on solar food conservation systens for rural
communities by the World Hunger and Hatural Resources vnrogramies, and research into
resource systems and traditiocnal technology by the Human and Social Development

and Watural Resources prosramies.
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10. The University's publications programme had grown considerably over the
past year. Two new periodicals had been launched and widely circulated, The
first four issues of the quarterly Food and Nutrition Bulletin had been well
received, and ASSET (Abstracts of Selected Solar Fnerpgy Technology), which was
distributed monthly, was currently received free of charge by scientists in the
energy field in 68 developing countries, Turthermore, the University had issued
30 publications designed to inform scientists and scholars about its programmes.,
It had begun a Work in Progress supplement to its Newsletter which presented
excerpts from papers, reports and other documents reflecting contributions from
the world academic community to the University's work.

11, The Council had reflected carefully on the mandate in the University's
Charter when devising the current programmes, The areas of work had been
carefully selected in order to use the University's specific capabilities to
implement principles that were of paramount concern to the international
community and, therefore, to the United Nations. It was, moreover, necessary
to draw upon the knowledge of experts on subjects of concern to the University
in order to identify appropriate areas for useful work,

12. For each of the three programme areas, different kinds of urgent needs were
perceived., Many problems in the area of human and social development were seen
to require a fresh theoretical, conceptual and methodological approach, while
those in the areas of world hunger and the use and management of natural resources
seemed to require research on the application of science and technology and
advanced multidisciplinary training organized through international networks,
While there were differences in emphasis among the programmes, there were also
strong similarities, as in such activities as organizing international networks
of institutions and individuals for scholarly collaboration on specific global
problems, multidisciplinary study of problems and their solutions, strengthening
institutional and individual capacities for self-reliant development, research
on development problems that was sensitive to human, social, cultural and
ecological values - particularly the development problems of the rural poor,
creation and transfer of technology within and among developing countries,
appropriate transfer and transformation of technologies from industrialized to
developing countries, and the broad dissemination of knowledge about development.
Those similarities reflected widespread agreement among informed and concerned
persons that at the present time an international academic institution using
limited resources to help to solve pressing global problems of human survival,
development and welfare should focus a major part of its efforts on problems that
prevented the poor at the village level in developing countries from achieving
development and escaping poverty.

13. Because the University's work was closely linked to that of many other
United Nations agencies, it was all the more imperative that its distinctive role

[oes
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within the United Nations family should be clearly defined. In his view, that role
lay in a combination of the sponsorship, mandate, methods of operation and emphasis
of the Univer: +ty. The University had a special opportunity to enhance its
distinctiveness by combining the analysis of problems, dissemination of knowledge,
training and effective action at the grassroots level. That approach would be
increasingly emphasized.

1k. Looking to the future, he said that it was particularly gratifying to note
that the base of the University's Endowment Fund had been expanded over the past
year. He referred specifically to large pledges made by the United Kingdom, the
Federal Republic of Jermany and Thailand. Seventeen other countries had also
made annual pledees or contributions which had amounted to $US 28 million for
1978-1979 as compared to $US 16 million pledged and contributed the previous year.
Financial stability was in sight, but he enthusiastically associated himself with
the Council's opinion expressed in its report that a further strengthening of
financial support was essential if the University was adequately to fulfil its
objectives.

15. The time had come to consider a medium-term plan for future development, and a
study was currently being made of the elements that should make it up. It would be
discussed by the Council at its fourteenth session in December.

16. Tn its report for 1978, the Council had said that the University had
developed to the stage were it was possible to assess its contributions in terms
not only of aspiration but of performance. In his view, the University's
performance had continued to demonstrate that it had become a valuable member of
the United Nations family with an increasingly distinctive role.

GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

17. Mr. LOHANI (Nepal) said that although the approach of a new decade should
inspire enthusiasm, examination of recent surveys and reports on the world economic
situation showed that inflation, slow economic growth and unemployment persisted in
many de¢veloping countries. The growth rate of the GDP of developing countries
had been only L per cent in 1978, far short of the target set in the Strategy for
the Second Development Decade, and it was likely to decline still further in 1979.
The transfer of 0.7 per cent of the GUP of develeoped countries as official
development assistance, a key component of the Strategy for the Second Development
Decade, had remained unfulfilled.

18. Never before had the international community been provided with such important
and comprehensive declarations, decisions and programmes of action on such
wide-ranging issues as food, population, environment, habitat, water, and

science and technology for development. The sixth and seventh special sessions

of the General Assembly had been landmarks in spelling out the objectives of the
new international economic order and in launching a programme of action for that
purpose. Tt was to be hoped that serious negotiations between developed and
developing countries on the mesns and policy measures necessary to realize the
objectives of the new Order would bear fruit. Lack of progress in the North-South

/...
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dialogue, however, had led to frustration among developing countries. The problems
facing them, such as high inflation, protectionist practices, external payment
imbalances and growing indebtedness, were deeply rooted in the unjust and outmoded
economic system, If the existing economic order was allowed to persist, the gap
between developed and developing countries was bound to widen still further, It
was for that reason that developing countries felt that a fundamental
restructuring of the world economic system was essential to the healthy and
balanced growth of the world economy.

19. His delegation strongly urged that the Horth-South dialogue should be
revitalized, and it recalled in that connexion the recent declaration of the
Foreign Ministers of the Group of T7. The United llations was the only forum for
such a dialogue, and his delegation hoped that the new round of global negotiations
first called for at the Sixth Summit Conference of Heads of State or Government of
lon-Aligned Countries, if endorsed by the current session of the Ceneral Assembly,
would lend momentum and new dimensions to it., The recent proposal by

President Ldpez Portillo of Mexico for the adoption of a world energy plan
merited careful consideration. His delegation firmly believed that progress

in the North-South dialogue would have a beneficial effect on the preparation

of the International Development Strategy for the Third Development Decade.

20. It had been rightly stressed that the new International Development Strategy
should not repeat the mistakes of the two previous ones, and the General Assembly
had stipulated that it should be formulated within the framework of the new
international economic order and directed towards the achievement of the objectives
of that order. Developing countries should have equitable, full and effective
participation in the formulation and application of all decisions in the fields
of development and international economic co-operation, The new Strategy

should be able, on the basis of the clear guidelines laid down in

Ceneral Assembly resolution 33/193, to define the role and commitments of all
countries quantitatively and within a specific time-frame and to set a higher
average growth rate for developing countries than had been set for the Second
Development Decade, Furthermore, the new Strategy should take account of
countries' varying stages of development and pay special attention to the least
developed and land-locked developing countries. It was regrettable that, at its
past three sessions, the Preparatory Committee had been unable to agree on a
draft outline for the Strategy. His delegation called upon developed countries
to demonstrate their political will through genuine commitments to the
accelerated development of developing countries. It was clearly in their interest
to promote economic growth in the developing countries. The least developed,
land-locked, island and most seriously affected developing countries had been
especially hard hit by the world economic crisis. Failure to increase the level
of assistance to the least developed countries would severely limit their growth
prospects. It was regrettable that, at the third session of the Committee of

the Whole, agreement had not been reached on a resolution urging the developed
countries to double, by 1981 at the latest, the amount of their official
development assistance to the least developed countries.

/oo
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21, Referring to the report on the thirty-fifth session of ESCAP, he said that all
the participating countries had strongly felt that new and vigorous efforts would
be required if the relative and absolute incidence of poverty in the region was

to be reduced, if not eliminated, in the 1980s,

00, Rcopnomic and technical co-operation among developing countries constituted

a vital force, in the context of the new Strategy, for restructuring the
international economic order and achieving collective self-reliance, Declarations
and programmnes of action adopted at Manila, Mexico City, Buenos Aires and Arusha
testified to the initiatives being taken by developing countries to accelerate

the development and transformation of their economies through enhanced economic
and technical co-operation. It was clear that collective self-reliance drev its
sustenance from the intensification and strengthening of economic links and
technical co-operation among developing countries. His delegation attached

great importance to increased financial assistance as between developing countries
and the channelling into other developing countries of an increasing part of the
funds which such countries invested abroad., Collective self-reliance would not
imply dissociation from traditional forms of co-operation, however, Developed
countries and intergovernmental organizations, institutions and agencies should
provide increased external assistance to supplement the resources needed for the
implementation of technical and economic co-operation among developing countries,

23, His delegation supported the Yugoslav proposal that the forthcoming special
session of the General Assembly should be convened in August 1980. Adequate
preparations for that important session should be made without delay.

2h lr, Babacar DIOP (Senepal) said that only self-reliance and economic
independence could ensure peace in the world and create an international climate
that would facilitate the full development of all countries and peoples.
Unfortunately, however, the current world economic situation was characterized

by runaway inflation and continued economic stagnation and the gap between

rich and poor countries continued to grow. The economic crisis, which especially
affected the developing countries, called for radical restructuring of Morth-South
economic relations in conformity with the new world situation and the fundamental
right of peoples to enjoy the fruits of their natural resources.

25, The continued imbalance in relations between developing and developed
countries proved that the numerous pronises made in recent years to restructure
the international economic order on a more equitable and balanced basis had been
empty. The developing countries, which made up over TO per cent of the world's
population, continued to exist on only 30 per cent of total world income., That
situation could bring about a steady decrease in the world economic growth rate
if changes were not made in time., The continued existence of economic
stagnation combined with inflation during the year 1978 made such changes
crucial to the speedy establishment of a new international economic order in
accordance with the principles of the fundamental documents of the sixth and
seventh special sessions of the General Assembly and the Charter of Icononic
Rights and Duties of States.

/oo
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256, TUhile the world economy had steadily declined during the year 1978, it was the
developing countries that had felt the consequences most severely. The average
growth rate of their gross national product had been only k per cent in 1973 as
opposed to G per cent for the period 1971-1975. The lack of economic growth, which
was connected, inter alia, with stagnation in export earnings, and the continued
inadequacy of long-term capital inflows, had placed those countries in a difficult
situvation with regard to their trade with developed countries. Some crucial
development projects had been jeopardized, and the economic growth of the developing
countries had been set back accordinsly. Furthermore, adverse trends in
international trade in 1973 had been reflected in a deterioration in the balance of
payments of developing countries which could impede still further their economic
growth in 1979. 1In 1978, moreover, the export earnings of developing countries had
decreased as a result of protectionist measures that had been applied by the
developed countries for a number of years. That growving tendency was a cause for
concern to many developing countries, which rightly believed that their development
wvas severely hampered by the proliferation snd inflexibility of commercial trade
barriers. It was possible that, under the pretext of defending themselves against
what they wrongly considered new competition from the third world, the developed
countries would engage in economic activities that put an end to the liberalization
of trade relations which had supported their own rapid economic growth. Solutions
to the problem of protectionism had to be found in the near future, for, if it
persisted, it would Jeopardize the development of international trade relations.

2T7. The question of the interdependence of economics, monetary problems and trade
in relation to development also merited the Committee's attention during the present
particularly acute phase of the world economic crisis. The financial resources made
available to the developing countries in 1970 had been insufficient when measured
against their balance-of-payments deficits. The flow of official development
assistance represented only one half of the target figure of 0.7 per cent which had
been set by the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade. Furthermore, the external debt of the third world had

inecreased from UTh billion to 324k billion between 1970 and 1977. A rapid solution
in keeping with the interests of the third world was desirable.

28. The problem of commodities, and, in particular, that of stabilizing their
prices, was also a matter of continuing concern to the developing countries.
Senegal had always upheld the principle that equitable international economic
solutions could be achieved only if the right of every country to dispose freely of
its own natural resources was fully recognized. The agreement in principle on the
establishment of a Common Fund was a step towards a genuine scheme for organizing
world marlkets.

29. Vhile the first four sessions of UNCTAD had raised great hopes amongz the
developing countries, the results achieved at the fifth session had been neither
sufficient nor commensurate with the essential needs of those countries. However,
his delegation believed that the meeting at Manila had been an important step along
the difficult road towards the establishment of a new international economic order.
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30. Senegal continued to believe that, in order to overcome the present crisis,
concrete measures had to be taken for the benefit of the third vorld, including a
substantial acceleration of and increase in the transfer of resources to the
developing countries in a reliable, regular and predictable manner and a reduction
in protectionist measures by developed countries.

31l. The developing countries had nevertheless made remarkable efforts towards
self-sufficiency in recent years. They had sought to strensthen and co--ordinate
their activities with a view to establishing genuine horizontal co-operation in all
fields and thus enhancing their negotiating solidarity. Fowever, if regional
co-operation was to achieve its true dimension, the developing countries must be
supported and enccuraged in their efforts by the developed countries and by
international orsanizations.

32. The world food situation was disturbing. The goal of I per cent annual growth
in agricultural production in developing countries adopted at the lorld Food
Conference must be attained at all costs. THis country had been represented at the
recent World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development at a very high

level, attesting to the importance which it attached to that question,

33. Lconomically, 1978 had been a particularly difficult year for Senenmal. As a
result of the 1977 drought, income in the rural areas had decreased  domestic
production had fallen and the external trade deficit had grown worse. Despite
those unfavourable conditions and an increasingly difficult international
environnent, however, Senegal's economic and social development would continue in
accordance with the long-term objectives that it had set.  In according agriculture
the first priority. Senegal had not chosen the easiest route, but it believed thet
that was the only way to guarantee socially equitable, geogravhically balanced
development. In that connexion, Senegal welcomed the decisions adopted by the
Generel Assembly at its previous session regarding the Sudano-Sahelian region and
the measures taken for its benefit.

3L, In conclusion, Senegal hoped that, in order to close the san between the rich
and poor countries  the appeal addressed to the developed countries by the
representative of Canada at the Gth meeting of the Committee would be heeded.

35. Mr. DITZ (Chile) said that there could be no doubt that the NMorth-South
dialogue had come to a standstill. If the international community accepted that
fact. then its political will must be directed towards new efforts to reactivate
the dialogue, which offered the only hope of solving the problems facing the
developing world.

35. Three elements stood out in the work of the Second Committee at the current
session. Firstly, the proposal in the report of the Committee of the Thole calling
for the launching of a global round of negotiations on specific subjects, which had
already received the support of several developed countries, could bear fruit only
1f all members of the international community participated in the negotiations in a
constructive spirit. Those discussions would have to be proverly prepared and would
serve little purpose if they became merely another debating forum. They should not,
however, be regarded as replacing existins channels of negotiation but rather as
complementing them.
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37. Secondly, the nlobal negotiations could become a valuable tool for the
implementation of the policies and programmes, both national and international.,

to be formulated by the new International Development Strategy. Positive results

at the present session of the General Assembly woulcd have a favoursble impact on

the work of the Preperatory Committee for the Wew International Development Stratery
and could, in future discussions, help to overcome the conceptual and political
dlfferences separating the respective positions of the Group of 77 and the developed
countries. To a large extent, the conceptual difficulties stemmed from the refusal
of the developing countries to acknowledge the relationship that existed between
their growth rates and those of the industrialized countries. Crowth in the
industrialized countries had the effect of increasing the demand for products from
the developing countries.

38. On the other hand, the industrialized countries would have to accept the change
in the relative prices of productive resources, adjusting their production patterns
to the new structure of world market prices, and cease protecting activities which
as a result of that change would no longer enjoy competitive advantages. Delay in
making that adjustment would result in limiting income in the 1ngustr1allzed
countries and would have both direct and indirect repercussions in the developing
countries. Another basic prerequisite for progress in the work of the Preparatory
Committee would be recognition by the industrialized countries of the fact that no
government of a developing country could arsree to be dictated to with regard to

the principles governing the development process which it adopted for its own
society.

39. The third element was the preparations for the special session of the Ceneral
Assembly to be held in 1980. Those preparations were of vital importance both for
the global negotiations and for the International Develomment Strategzy for the next
decade. It was therefore essential that the present session of the Assembly should
set forth precise guidelines for the suitable preparation of the special session.
Mis delegation believed that one of the central considerations should be to restrict
the azenda to a certain number of important items in view of the limited time
available.

L0. His delegation was disturbed and disappointed at the negative reception which
certain countries had accorded to the developing countries’ protests agalnst the
harmful phenomenon of protectionism. The attempts by the industrialized countries
to blame that threat to free trade on the world-wide recession of the mid-1970s, on
the rise in oil prices or on the realignment of international prices as a result of
monetary fluctuation only served to demonstrate how difficult it was to make
adjustments in the industrialized economies. The rate of prowth of real wages in
those countries had exceeded productivity, and that in turn had reduced their
ability to compete internationally in many areas of production.

41. His delegation was convinced that discussion of protectionism was timely in
view of the fact that world inflation was emerging as the greatest threat to the
international economy. It was a threat that resulted from stop-gap soluticns
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adopted in the developed countries in an effort to rrotect industries that were no
longer competitive. Those solutions were ultimately followed by expansionist
monetary measures. and the latter gave rise to currency fluctuations which in turn
affected world trade. Chile had decided to throw its dcors open to world trade by
establishing an average import tariff of 10 per cent and mainteining a realistic
exchanse rate.

L2, In the spirit of continental solidarity, the Governinent of Chile
enthusiastically supported the draft resolution vhich the Latin Americean Group had
submitted in connexion with assistance for the reconstruction of HNicaragua. It also
supnorted the pronosals for assistance to the Dominican Republic and Dominica, which
had been hurricane victims. Finally, his delegation endorsed the proposal by

Costa Dica for the establishment of a University for Peace within the United Wations

University.

43, Ilis delegation wished to express its complete apgreement with the observations
made by the representative of Singapore at the Tth meeting of the Committee
concerning the satisfactory growth rates achieved by a good many developing
countries on the basis of a free-market economy and broad acceptance of foreisgn
capital and technolozy.

4, Mr. BAUCHARD (France), attempting to envisage the state of the world in the
year 2000, said that it would, first of all, be confronted with a substantial
increase in population despite a certain tendency towards a decline in the birth-
rate. That increase would be felt above all in the poorest countries. particularly
in Africa., and would have many consequences: accelerated urbanization, » need to

create larme numbers of new jobs. an exacerbation of the food problem., and an
increase in the number of people living in utter poverty.
45, Secondly., the worldfs natural resources would become increasingly scarce. The

avareness that those resources were finite and must be carefully husbanded was a
relatively recent development. The developed world had to change its consumption
habits by adopting a more realistic growth plan than it had until recent years. a
plan that would take greater account of the needs of other consuming countries.

L5, Thirdly, the economic system created after the Second Vorld Var was becoming
less and less workable. The entire world was confronted with a serious economnic
crisis which could be overcome only by making difficult adjustments. That meant
that a nev type of growth had to be established by reducing uncertainties and
creating a new international economic order that was more stable and more equitable.
Any development strategy must take those elements into account. Tt would be a
serious mistake to return to the Strategy for the Second Decade. A strategy must
be formulated which took into account not only today®s realities but those of
tomorrov as well.
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7. Despite those difficulties, the world had certain assets on which it could
rely. For example, the economic interdependence to which the Yugoslav Head of
State had recently drawn attention at the meeting of the International LHonetary
Fund and the World Bank appeared to be a favourable element. Despite protectionist
pressures, the world was not divided into airtight compartments. Countries were
increasingly interdependent regardless of their economic or social system or level
of development.

L8. Ilegotiations had taken place in many different forums during 1979, and care
should be taken to avoid either unwarranted complacency or excessive pessimism.
His delegation believed that there had been tangible results even though the
ground gained must still be consolidated.

L9, ith rezard to the question of financing the balance-of-payments deficit of
developing countries, the recent meeting of the Fund and Bank had made some
progress. France was in favour of flexible conditions of access to the resources
of the Fund for the developing countries. The Fund had sufficient resources to
triple the annual volume of its assistance and to play a central role in financing
the developing countries' deficits.

20. In the field of industrial development, his delegation regretted that the
dialogue begun at the fifth session of UICTAD at Manila had not been continued at
the m2eting of the Committee of the Vhole, which was the appropriate forum for the
process of seeking common ground prior to the Third General Conference of UNIDO at
tew Delhi. The first discussions, while difficult, had seemed to suggest
possibilities for agreement. France, which would go to ilew Delhi with an open
mind, believed that the industrialization of the developing countries was an
indispensable factor in world economic growth. It was aware of the need to
incorporate that factor into its economic policy and, to that end, had already
taken expensive measures both with respect to public financing and in the social
field. France also believed that the industrialization of the third world should
be brought about in a balanced manner and should affect all the developing
countries, particularly the poorest ones.

51. The United Wations Conference on Science and Technology for Development had
ended in a positive manner even if all problems had not been solved. His
delegation was pleased to note that that fact seemed to have been recognized by

the Group of 77. In that connexion, it believed that the intergovernmental
committee which was to be established should have the function of providing
guidance without interfering in the management of the relevant bodies. It also
believed that the Director-General would have a crucial role to play in over-all
co-ordination within the United Wations system and that existing services should be
strengthened for the purpose of assisting him in accordance with the provisions of
General Assembly resolutions 32/197 and 32/202.

52. From the human, social and economic points of view, the problem of poverty
was the most serious, the most unacceptable and the one requiring the most urgent
solutions. The situation was especially tragic as it was precisely in the poorest
countries that the rate of growth was the lowest. The fifth session of UNCTAD had
taken an important initiative in adopting a programme for immediate action in
deciding to convene a United Hations conference on the least developed countries.

’
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The efforts of the developed countries should focus primarily on those countries.
Thet was the policy of France, which increasingly gave official developrent aid to
the least developed countries, primarily in the form of grants. France had also
substantially increased its contributions to a number of multilateral aid agencies.
It had agreed to the doubling of the resources of the Vlorld Bank and had supported
the sixth replenishment of the resources of the International Development
Association. It had decided to double its contribution to UWDP by 1981 and to
increase it by over 50 per cent in 1979. ULDP assistance chould be increasingly
seared towards the least developed countries and France would support all decisions
to that effect. Concerted efforts to help the poorest countries should also be made
in the fields of trade, food aid, health and education. The new international
development strategy should more broadly reflect the concerns of those countries
than the previcus strategy.

53. All countries were concerned with the energy question, and despite the
apparent contradictory interests, there were areas of general agreement. Dveryone
recognized that energy had become a rare and exhaustible commodity and that the
period ahead would be one of difficult transition pending the availability of new
and essentially renewable enerry sources. It was also recognrized that all
countries were dependent on energy; the developing countries were already at least
as dependent on energy as the developed countries and the zrowth of energy
consumption of the third world would eventually overtake that of the industrialized
world. In addition, there was increasing awareness of the current waste of
resources in the most developed countries.

54. It was generally agreed that ursent action was required. The developed
countries had to adopt more stringent energy conservation measures. France had
achieved a 10 per cent reduction in oil imports since 1973 and was seeking another
substantial reduction in such imports in the coming years. At the same time, the
producing countries had to realize that it was not in their interest to provoke
brutal price fluctustions.

55. 'The development of conventional and new energy sources, particularly in the
developing countries, was imperative. That would require considerable capital and
sustained technical assistance. France supported the timely Vorld Bank proposal to
increase its petroleum loans to $1.2 billion per annum by 1963. In the field of
technical assistance, increased emphasis should Le placed on enerpgy programmes. At
the bilateral level, France had developed programmes related to treining, transfer
of knowledge and technology, and technical assistance in the energy sector, with
particular reference to new and renewable sources. At the multilateral level,

UNDP should broaden the scope of its action for the benefit of the poorest
countries. Trance attached great importance to the United I'ations Conference on
itew and Renewable Sources of Lnerg which should be prepared diligently and
efficiently.

56, lr. DARSA (Indonesia) said that on the eve of the 1980s, there had been no
substantial progress towards the elimination of the existing ineguities that had
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served to perpetuate the widening gap between the developed and the developing
countries. The latter were still confronted with the chronic problems of under-
development and their economies were still fragile and highly wvulnerable to
external fluctuations. The problems besetting the world economy were of a
structural nature and could be remedied only by structural change. The ad hoc
measures take to date by the international community had not been commensurate
with the imperatives for structural change nor with the need for the accelerated
development of the developing countries. The world economy continued to show
symptoms of inherent structural malfunctioning, characterized by persistent
inflations, sluggish growth and continuing disarray in the international monetary
system. The resurgence of protectionism had further compounded those difficulties,
with negative implications for the pattern of international trade and development.

57. The lack of real progress in the lorth-South negotiations was indicative of
the dearth of political will by the majority of developed countries to engage in
meaningful negotiations. The results of the fifth session of UNCTAD had also been
far from satisfactory. The Conference had been unable to bridge the gap in
perceptions between developed and developing countries on how to effect the
structural changes in the world economy. Those unsatisfactory results confirmed
fears regarding the response of the developed countries to the legitimate
aspirations of the developing countries for the restructuring of international
economic relations. There was an obvious contradiction in the existence of an
international economic system that professed to support the developemnt of the
developing countries while imposing trade restrictions on their exports, especially
their processed and semi-processed products. There had indeed been some positive
gains in connexion with the Common Fund, individual commodities, in particular
natural rubber, the comprehensive programme ofF action for the least developed
countries, debt problems and the establishrent of a mechanism to review
protectionism and structural adjustments. Those gains were, however, limited in
scope and nature.

58, The multilateral trade negotiations, aimed at securing additional benefits
for the international trade of the developing countries through specific and
differential treatment, had yielded only limited results in terms of securing
tariff and non-tariff benefits for the developing countries. The latter had not
been able to participate fully in all the negotiations and their interests had
received only peripheral attention. Ilis delegation noted with dismay that the
preparation of the new international developuent strategy had been stalled. There
was an evident unwillingness by some countries involved in the negotiations to
accept commitments for the 1980s. There should be a complete formulation of the
strategy at the special session of the General Assenbly in 1980 and the targets
agreed upon should be commensurate with the need to reduce the gap between the
developed and the developing countries. The new strategy should also be the
principal instrument for achieving the objectives of the new international
ecconomic order.

59, Although the United ifations Conference on Secience and Technology for
Development had reached agreement on some important issues, in particular
institutional and financial issues, it had failed to reach agreement on the
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transfer of technology and the role of the transnational corporations. The Uorld
Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, however, had given cause for
some encouragement. As a food-deficient country with a rural population of

75 per cent, Indonesia placed the highest priority on food production and rural
development. 1t was therefore gratifying to have a declaration and prograrie of
action of such precise and specific terms adopted at the international level. is
delegation hoped that the report of the Vorld Conference would be endorse by the
General Assembly.

60. It vas regrettable that, despite ardent efforts in the last two years to
rationalize and enhance the effectiveness of the United iations system, little
progress had been made in the implementation of General Assenbly resolutions
32/197 and 33/202.

61. The special session of the General Assembly in 1980, which would review the
implementation of the new international economic order, constituted an important
bench-marl in the Morth-South dialogue set in motion by the seventh special
session of the General Assembly. At the current session, the General [Lssembly
could make a positive contribution by providing a new impetus for the ongoing and
forthcoming negotiations. In the light of the progress made in the various forums
of the United Iations system in the establishment of the new international
economic order, the special session should take appropriate action to further
promote the development of the developing countries and international economic
co--operation.

62. The Group of T7 had introduced an important proposal to launch a round of
global and sustained nepotiations on international co-operation for development at
the special session of the General Assembly in 1960. That constituted an
innovative and bold attempt to end the present stalemate and dispel the climate of
uncertainty and disenchantment. The new approach should be action-oriented,
address the main issues in an integrated manner and complement ongoing
nerotiations in other United liations forums.

63. The tremendous potential embodied in the concept of collective self-reliance
had to be exploited to the maximum extent possible at all levels. The various
declarations and programmes of action adopted by the developing countries
reparding economic co-operation among developing countries were a clear
manifestation of their firm intention to implement the concept of collective self-
reliance. Only through economic co-overation among developing countries would

the asymmetric pattern of centre periphery relationships be reduced and genuine
interdependence among developing and developed countries be achieved.

G4, At the subregional level, Indonesia, together with Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand had been promoting economic co-operation vithin the
Association of South-ilast Asian iations (ASEAIT) for more than 10 years. ASEANl's
co-operative relations with third countries, groups of countries and international
organizations were also progressing. The dialogues which had taken place so far
had led to a better understanding of the problems and aspirations of ASEAIT, which
should result in mutually bLeneficial undertakings not only for the countries
concerned, but also for the world at large.
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65. Mr. NISHIDA (Japan) said that the ecconomic, political and social climate of
the North-South dinlogue had changed and a new approach towards the dialosue was
imperative if it were to be successful. The world economy hadl faced a number of
serious problems in the 1970s and few people would take an optinistic view
regarding world econonic srowth in the 1980s. Many pointed to the need for
fundanental structural adjustnents of noticnal economies, including measures that
would save enerygy in industrial production and in day-to-day life. Those
adjustnents would not come easily, but would require substantial sacrifices by all.
Under those conditions, many devel_oped and developing countries would discover that
their policy options had become substantially linited.

66. The prowth of developing countries in the last two decades had fenerally been
favourable and significant social and economic progress had been achieved by nany
of then. At the same tine, however, the serious eccnunic difficulties confronting
the poorer developing ccountries had to be recosnized. In addition, the emerpgence
of the more successful developing economies had created new and couplex dimensions
which cut across the traditional catesories of problems of developing countries.
That situntion called for carefully planned and differentintced measures to solve
those problems.

67. Strategies for economic and social development had evolved according to the
experience of the past two decades and the perception and definition of the
so=-called problems of development had underrone significant transformations. In
the social, political and economic context, the central problem was absolute
poverty. The stable and steady expansion of the world economy was incompatible
with persistent poverty. Within developing countries, the Lenefits of developnent
should be widely distributed to ensure the participation of the entire population
in the develcpment process. A comprehensive approach encompassing a wide range of
econouic and social neasures to be undertaken by both developing and developed
countries wns required.

68. While the nevw and complex dimensions of the North-South dialcsue might add to
its difficulties, everycne clearly recopnized that the interdependence between
donestic and world economies had deepened and that the economlce prosperity of one
country had to be sought within the framework of the stable expansion of the world
econonty. The dialogue nust therefore be supported Ly all countries. Japan fully
recognized the responsibility and role which its Governnent rnust assune in the
world econony.

69. The North-South dialogue often fullowed o well-established pattern of frequent
reetings and intensive nesotiations on draft resolutions, without a full and common
understanding of the problems in question. In order to allow encugh time to
prepare policy decisions baseld on a comnwon understanding of the problems and
pricrities involved, the mode of the dialogue should be changed. In that connexion,
he rerretted that the delibveraticns on restructuring the economic and social

sectors of the United Naticns had not made much prosress within the Economic and
Socicl Council. If an effective anld viahle North-Scuth dialogue were to be
conducted, concrete prosress in respect of such restructuring would have to be nade.

/one
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70. His delesation had doubts as to the usefulness of the type of nepotiations
taking place in the North-South dialogue and felt thot work in the 1980s must be of
a mere concrete nature if the changes which the world required were to be brousht
about.  The dialogue must appeal not only to policy-makers, but also to the general
public, which in many countries was the final Cecision-maker. The future procress
of the North-Scouth dialopue would be hindered rather than helped 1f it continued to
be criticized for not producin: positive achieverments in the developing countries.
Such criticisn simply helpel to undernine the prestige of the United Nations and
night hamper efforts to mobilize public opinion for co-operation in solvins the
problems of developrient. Althoush assistance througch nultilateral or bilateral
channels was complenentary to efforts riade at the national level, it would only be
detrimental to the comaon undertakings in the North-South dialogsue if the various
achievenents of international efforts resulting fron deliberations in United
Nations forums were irnored.

71l. The new proposal on ¢lobal negotiations was a very inportant proposal which
night have a cruecial bearing on the future of the North-South dialosue and must
therefore De carefully exzamined in the over-all context of that dialosue. In the
future dialogue, States must not continue to skirt arvund certain issues which in
the past had bLeen avoided for varicus reascns. While respectin;; the soveriegnty of
cach natiin and recognizins the practical limitations of discussions within United
Nations forums, all Merber States should Le prepared to engage in the dialogue with
a frank spirit and an open mind. Developed and developing countries should strive
in joint undertakings to attain the objectives of the internatiocnal development
strategy. So far, the main focus of the stratesy had been on the role and
responsibility which developel countries should take, and due attention had not
veen paild to such Lasic issues as enerzy, population and absolute poverty. I it
did not incorporate those issues, the strategy would lose its cffectivencss at the
very noment it was fornulatel anl would soon becone obsolete,

f2. The substance of the Horth-South dialogue should reflect the concerns of every
negotiating group, whether it corprised developed countries, developing countries,
the Doorer countries, producers or consuners. Every country had its own unigque
political, ceconomice and soeial priorities ond problems which were being gradually
transforned. The aspirations and reascning of the Jdeveloping countries in
establishing a new internaticnal economic order were well understood; but the
interests of the public in each country which might delay acceptance of such a new
orcer could not Le neclectel. To overcone such real Jifficulties within a single
nation as well as among nations, the Jorth-South dialogue should find a balance among
the interests of various sroups.  Instead, however, of helping to maintain the
status guo, the dialojue should be inazinative and innovative, offering new
Perceptions, alternative concepts and plans of action for the steady growth of the
world econony.

73. Becausce it woull have a major lipact on the future of the world econony, the
encryy question nust not e irnored in the North-South dialogue. Already various
seasures, such as the restrictin of petroleun inports and the increased utilization
of nuclear and other alternative sources of enersy, had becn agreed upon by the
sarticipants at the Tokyo economic sumrit. The Conference on New and Renewalle

/...
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Sources of Enersy had a particularly important role to play in directing
internotional efforts in the 1980s:; it shoulld seek realistic results which would
immediately benefit the non-cil-producing developing countries and provide a new

approach in adjusting to the enerpy situation in the future.

T4, His deleratisn was happy to note the substantial and steady progress made in
1979 by the United Nations University in expanlin< its activities. Those activities
could not be undertaken and strensthened without the continued financial support and
co~operation of Member States. Recosnizing that neel, his Government had already
made contributicns tutallins $80 million since the establishment of the University
and wns prepared to eontribute another $10 million during the current Japanese
fiscal year. It welcomed the financial contributions made Ly some Menber States

and urceld other Member States to participate in that endeavour, in view of the
current finencial dAifficulties of the University.

75. His delersation had the sgreatest respect for the enthusiasn with which the
President of Costa Rica had submitteld a proposal for the establishment cf a
university for peace within the systen of the United Nations University. However,

a number of Meriber States and international institutions such as UNESCO, the

United Nations University and UNITAR, had expressed doubts regarding the feasibility
of the proposal, noting particularly the financial implications and the possible
duplication of the ol:jectives and activities of the proposel university with those
of many other existing institutions. While the concept of the proposed university
for peace was similar to the original concept of an international university with

an actual carpus, subsequent deliberations had led to the conclusion that the idea
was not realistic and that it was preferable to settle upon the current configuration
~f the United Nations University as a Jecentralized network of affiliated
institutions. Given that backirounl, it would appear that the concept of a
university for peace was impractical and Jifficult to realize. There could be no
doubt that the proposed university woull be extrenmely expensive and five rise to
financial problens even greater than those facel with regard to the United Hations
University. The relationship which the proposed university would bear to the United
Nations University remained olscure.

76. The Council of the United Nations University had stated that since the idea of
o university for peace was still in the first stage of its formulation, it would be
orenature for it to determine how and whether the United Nations University could
include the proposel university within its systen. At the present stage, his
Government founl it difficult to support the establishment of such a university,
fully supportel the opinicn of the Council and hoped that the General Asserbly
would endorse that opinion.

The meetin: rose at 1.10 p.ul.




