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In the absence of the President, Mr. Sallah (Gambia), Vice-President, took the 
Chair. 

The meeting was called to order at 10~20 a.m. 

AGENM ITEMS 8 AND 9 (continued) 

GENERAL DEBATE 

Mr. SANOUSSI (Guinea) (interpretation from French): At the outset, I 

should like to express the warm conqratulations of the G.linean deleqation to 

Mr. Garba on his election to the presidency of the eiqhteenth special session. We 

are certain that, qiven his skills as an experienced diplomat and his great human 

qualities, our work will tMet with the success we have a r iqht to exoect. 

I should also like to PaY a tribute to the Secre tarv-General for the 

praiseworthy efforts he cnnstantly exerts to promote and realize the noble ideals 

enshrined in the Cllarter of our Organization. 

On the morninq of 23 April 1990 we all experienced a moment of intense emotion 

and legitimate pride when the flaq of independent Namibia was unfurled against the 

New York City sky aloogside those of other free and sovereign nations. The 

delegation of G.tinea would like to seize that event as an opportunity to renew its 

resolute solidarity with the prople and Government of Namibia under the wise and 

courageous leadership of His Excellency President Sam Nujoma. 

The special session is beinq held during a particularly decisive phase in 

internatiaial economic relations, for although notable progress has been nade in 

recent vears in the political arena, that has not qone hand in hand with progress 

in the ec momi c sphere. 

Indeed, notwithstandinq the remarkable qrowth rates recorded in some parts of 

the world, the growth of the world ecooomy is too weak to allow for anv palpable 

it1Provement in the living conditions of the maioritv of mankind living below the 

threshold of poverty. 
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It is no exagqeratioo to say that this final decade of the century is likely 

to be marked bv uncertainties owinq to the raoid changes still affectinq the 

structure and functioninQ of the world econo!IV. 

The' Government of Guinea is of the view that the international strateqies of 

the Dast have not really coped with the followinq proble111s, which it believes 

continue to be as acute as ever: ooverty, the external d!bt crisis, conmodities 

and the development of human resources. 

That is especially true in Africa, which remains the only continent in the 

world where per · capt ta output has constantly declined and where per capita inco11e 

has also plummeted at an averaqe of 2.6 per cent per year over the last 7 years in 

a row. 

That means that a ex>nsideration of African realities and the implementation of 

adjustment policies is one of the prerequ isi tea for African viabili tv, alonq with_ 

the assurance that there will be no dichotomy between development and adjustment. 

The human dimensioo is the corner-stone of anv development undertakinq, which 

111ust rest on a just distribution of advantaqes amonq oeoples. Because - and we 

emPhasize this - anv develoPfflent proqramme that tends to marqinalize the people is 

likely to be oomi:>romised in the lonq run, particularly when it affects the most 

vulnerable. 

That is why the African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment 

Proqrammes, adopted in April 1989, reflects the determination of Africans to define 

the modalities of an adjustment that will enable them to base their qrowth on sound 

Premises and to work with full awareness towards their future. 

The Government of the Republic of Guinea endorses the ideas brought forth at 

the Ninth Summit Meetinq of the countries of the Non-Aligned Movement at Selqrade 
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regardinq the establishment of c11 international framework for resuminq qrowth and 

development in the firm belief that qiving concrete and tangible expression to that 

idea dovetails directly lirith work linked to the international development strateqy 

and the current special session. 

We must never lose sight of the fact that restarting economic growth depends 

on strengthening international economic co-operation in an evermore interdependent 

world. 

lo\7 country for its Part is determined to Jl)rsue the task of structural 

adjustment beqll\ in 1986 and to do so with the help of the international community 

and all People of goodwill who wish to join with us in promotinq a 'POlicv of 

structural adjustment in the well-understood best interests of every strata of 

Guinean society. That means that Guinea is fully aware of the national effort it 

must make to lay the groundwork for l:x1 ildinq the national ca Di tal base that is 

indispensable to anv development undertaking. 

However, above and beyond financial and technical assistance, the 

implementation of such a policy requires mral supp0rt, a fact that has never been 

denied and a practice that GJinea would 1 ike to see constantlv reinforced within 

the framework of increased international en-operation. 

It is in that perspective that we feel that the United Nations has an 

opportunity to set the tone in the p0litical Sl>here and thus contribute to working 

out specific solutions within the international svstem as a whole. 

The international 0011111Uni tv must express its renewed commi tlllent to meet the 

challenqe presented to it and must at last tum towards a sounder and more stable 

world economv with a view to cnnsolidatinq the foundations for develoP111ent, while 

at the same time improvinq international economic relations for the benefit of all 

countries. 
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In conclusion, I should like to echo the followinq meaninqful words contained 

in the Declaration of the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the 

Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belqrade: 

•There can be no stability nor better prospects for the world without reducinq 

the disparities in the level of global development.• (A/44/551, p. 15) 

Mr. ABDOUN (Sudan): The First Under-Secretarv of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Sudan, who intended to deliver this statement, regrets beinq unable 

to cb so. He had to depart from New York oo another urgent assiqnment. With the 

Assembly's permission, I shall therefore do so on his behalf. The statement reads 

as follows: 

(continued in Arabic) 

•The delegation of Sudan has already had an opportunity to exoress its 

conqratulatiors to Ambassador Joseph Garba on his assumption of the Presidencv 

of the forty-fourth session of the General Asseni>lv. We renew our 

conqratulatiors to him on his election as President of the eiqhteenth soecial 

session and we wish him all success in his leadershiD of our deliberations. 

Mv deleqatioo is also oleased to pay a tribute to Mr. Javier Perez de Olellar, 

the Secretary-General, for the active role he Plays in various spheres. Mo,, 

country appreciates his efforts arrl, in particular, his active role in the 

oonveninq of the special session. 

•it is grati fyinq that the special session should have witnessed the 

climax of the long and heroic struggle of a sister country on our continent, 

thereby eradicating the last remants of colonialism in Africa. 
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•tee therefore pay a wholehearted tribute to the vourn State of Namibia 

and weloorne it as a full-fledged mellber of the co11111unitv of nations, we wish 

it every success in all its endeavours. The accession of the RePllblic of 

Namibia to mellbership of the United Nations is all the more significant since 

it reflects the determination of all peoples to OYercome difficulties and meet 

challenqes. We look forward to the day when Palestine will attain liberation 

and accede to membership of the Organization as a sovereiqn, independent 

State. 

•The economies of the developing countries were dealt a series of blois 

in the 1980s, including a widening in the qap between those countries and the 

developed ones and a shrinking of their economic base, as a result of the 

closed-door policy in foreica, trade and international finance pursued by the 

industrialized world. This has led, in turn, to the Paralysis of a larqe Jart 

of those countries' productive capaci tv, at the very time when they were being 

Pressed to meet their external obligations by implementinq strict auster itv 

POlicies frauqht with social, economic and political consequences. To use an 

Arabic Proverb, these countries were thrown out to sea with their hands tied 

behind their backs and asked not to get wet. 

•This situation has further deteriorated in some developing countries, tn 

"Particular the sub-Saharan African countries, as a result of natural disasters 

that have enqendered a series of very serious consequences in larqe sectors of 

their economies. These countries need more time and energy to overcome the 

aftermath of natural disasters than they have at their disposal. 

•The d~vastation wrouqht by desertification, drouqht and floods has 

forced hundreds of thousands of persons to emigrate from rural areas, to urban 

centres, leadinq to a decline in production, especially of food, and a 

disruption of the social fabric of the country. 
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"The situation has been complicated even further in mv countrv bv the 

constant influx of refuqees from neiqhbourinQ States. Thouqh we appreciate 

the international communi tv 's efforts to assist us in settlinQ these refuqees 

and helping them lead a stable life, the fact remains that such immigration 

has been and continues to be a very heavy burden on our already limited 

resources. 

"Another salient feature of the 1980s was the fact that the technoloqy 

transfer effected ewer that decade did not meet our countries' requirements. 

That, in turn, contributed to exacerbatinQ the imbalance in our country's 

economy like the economy of other developinq countries and, in Particular, the 

qrow inq problem of external &bt. 

"Such a situation calls for a cnmprehensive approach, one that would 

recoqnize the vital link between, and the interdependence of, the various 

coml'.X)nents of the problem. For instance, the question of indebtedness cannot 

be addressed in isolation from the question of external financial flows that 

are needed to enhance our production capacity and boost exp0rts, if we are to 

have any accem to world markets. 

"But this has been impossible to achieve because of the fluctuation in 

the world monetary sys tern, the deterioration in the terms of trade, the 

decline in various forms of assistance and the qrowinq protectionist trends. 

No wonder, then, that in the 1980s the economies of a number of States that 

were struqglinq to 1Mke ends meet, to feed millions of their p00r and hunqry 

and to overcome the consequences of natural disasters, beqan to shrine in a 

wav they had never experienced before. DeveloPment has become an improbable 

hoPe for these countries. 
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•since the economies of most developinq nations relv on foreign trade as 

a major source for funds and a mainstay of their balance of payments, anv 

disruPtia, in that sector can lead to a chain of problems: hiqher inflation, 

excessive reliance on loans to finance deficits and qreater instabilitv in 

exchanqe rates. 

•rt has become abund~ntlv clear that the economies of these countries 

cannot afford further such shocks, they simPlV cannot absorb them. The 

lessons drawn from the 1980s mmonstrate that the root of the problems 

affectinq the developing economies lies in the very structure of those 

countries. Hence, the classic economic tools are of no use in tackling such 

problems. Experience has proved that a lonq-term strategy focusinq on 

production is needed to cope with the situation. To be successful, this 

approach should be comprehensive and not partial and centred on certain 

variables to the exclusion of all others. Mo/ deleqation holds that the 

following points should be taken into account when addressinq the overall 

problem: 

•First, the debt crisis nust be solved in coniunction with the problem of 

the outflow of resources. 

•secondly, the developed countries, in an unprecedented ioove, are now 

callinq uPOn developinq natiom to observe the Principle of reciprocity in 

exchanqe rates. But at a time when the richest countries in the world are 

unable to stabilize their exchanqe rates or their currencies, how can they 

expect States with shrinkinq economies to introduce ex>nstant changes in their 

rates of exChanqe? Mv deleqation believes that the international communitv 

should be capable of crea tinq the appropriate climate to ensure that the 

necessary resources are provided .to cushiO\ developinq countries from the 

initial shock of exchanqe rate fluctuations and help them recover. 
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nThirdly, since all elements are interrelated and a comprehensive 

approach is needed to ooPe with the problem of the imbalances in the 

developinq countries• economies, my deleqation feels that the fund ProPOsed 

for solvinq the external &bt crisis should include all forns of debt as well 

as the obligations of some States towards the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF). We also proPose that the activities of the fund be expanded to protect 

developinq countries fran fluctuations in exchanqe and interest rates. In 

this context, we are closely followinq the efforts nede by Mr. Bettino Craxi, 

a former Prime Minister of Italy, in reQard to the debts of sub-Saharan 

African countries. We hope that his efforts will be duly suop0rted bv the 

international communi tv. 
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•Fourthly, we are followinq the Uruquay Round of neqotiations with qreat 

interest, and it is our hope that a formula acceptable to all parties will be 

devised to expand the base of in temational trade. The developinq countries 

aspire only to justice and equity in the distribution of the world's resources 

and to havinq comparative advantaqe considered the decisive criterion in trade 

relations, particularly where the develoPinq countries enjoy a oompeti tive 

position, namely, in aqriculture and the textiles industries. 

•In the light of the 01rrent international detente and the developments 

takinq place in Eastern Europe, my deleqa tion supports tM policies of free 

economv pursued by those oountries, since they will undoubtedly lead to an 

expansioo in international trade and open uP new possibilities for marketing 

the products of the developing world in a manner that would benefit all 

parties. 

•The scientific breakthrouqhs achieved in recent years, especially in the 

field of telecommunications, have also increased international 

interdependence, any event that takes place in one Q!rt of the world is 

reflected everywhere else. A case in point is the chanqinq environment and 

world climate, which has become a major cause for concern to the entire world 

community. Such concern over the environment is, in mv countrv's view, of 

primary imJ:lOrtance. It stems from our recoqnition that arrestinq and 

reversinq the deqradation of the environment calls for efforts to devise 

alternative sources of enerQV and fuel, reforestation to oombat drought and 

des er ti fication and Programmes for the resettlement of displaced persons. In 

this connection, there is a need to improve the quality of education, health, 

family planning and care for the nother and the child since human resources is 

the major comJ:lQnent of anv structural adiustment. 
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nwe hope that deliberations at this special session will produce concrete 

programmes with specific measures b:> stem the shockinq deterioration of 

condition; in the developinq countries. Those measures must aim at utilizinq 

the resources released from disarmament as the principal source for 

development efforts. 

nwe firmly believe in the role of the United Nations in consolidatinq 

international interdependence. In view of the current detente we hoPe that 

the coming decade will be one of Peace, of cont>atinq POverty and famine and of 

growth arrl Prosperity in the developinq countries." 

Mr. THCMPSON (Fiji): It is mv pleasant privileqe to cnnqratulate 

Ambassador Garba on his electioo to preside over this important session. The 

qualities of leadership which he has already so ably demonstrated durinq the 

forty-fourth session of the General Assembly and the sixteenth and seventeenth 

special sessions assures us that this eiqhteenth sPecial session will nake a 

siqnificant contributioo to global economic qrowth and development. 

The admission of Namibia into the United Nations is historic for the 

Orqanization. No other Member has undergone such a lonQ and difficult Qesta tion 

under the aegis of the United Nations as has Namibia. So it is that its admission 

on Monday, like its independence only a month earlier, generates so rruch rejoicinQ 

and happiness in all of us. M.- country was Privileqed to have Played a small oart 

in the final stepa towards independence throuqh its particiPation in the United 

Nations Transition Assistance Group (tNTAG). On behalf of the PeOPle and 

Government of Fiji, I extend a warm welcome to the People and Government of Namibia 

and wish them the very best for the future. 

The Third Development Decade is endinq in disaPi:x>intment without the hiqh 

hopes offered by its beqinninq beinQ achieved. While there has been noteworthv 
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progress in sone countries and regions, overall the picture has not been briqht. 

World annual qrowth durinq the decade dropped to less than l per cent, maintaininq 

a steady downward trend and exacerbatinq the qap between the "have" nations and the 

"have-not" nations. Numerous statistical indicators show that in nany parts of the 

world standards of livinq have declined, in sol'n:! cases with serious consequences. 

The factors which Persisted dur inq the 1980s and which tended to null ifv Qrowth and 

development - protectionism, criPPlinQ debt burdens, declininQ investment flows, 

extensive financial instability, risinq environment damaqe - aooear to have become 

even more entrenched. 

It was against this backdrop that the Group of 77 took the initiative to call 

for this sPecial sessioo to take stock of the experience of the Past decade and to 

set a ll'Ore effective fomdation for the next. Clearly, frank and realistic 

appraisals are called fo: and the compact of co-operation between developed and 

developing countries needs renewal and reaffirmation. Lessons from the i:ast show 

that increasing global inteqration and interdependence demand a strategy of shared 

qoals and actions by developed and developinq countries. A revitalized commitment 

to sharing, within the framework of a common future, is called for. 

Over recent months the social and political transformations which have 

overtaken Eastern Europe, southern Africa and Latin America have held the world 

spellbound. Already it is evident that the focus on the needs of develoPinq 

countries could lessen because of the changes in Europe that will tend to Preoccu PV 

the financial and political attention of developed countries. We have been assured 

repeatedly that this will not be so. The proof will come over the next few 

months. My delegation hopes that the forces ~ich could Qenerate positive 

enhancement for international development will in fact result. However, some early 

warning signs are not propitious, as, for instance, the difficulties the African, 
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Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries have had over the Lome IV neqotiations with 

the European Community, the more strinqent conditions for develoPment assistance, 

the lack of attainment of the official development assistance tarqet of 

O. 7 per cent of qross national product, the relative inflexibil itv over the trade 

issues in the waning months of the Uruquav Round, to name only a few, are portents 

of a more difficult future. 

There is frequent reference to sustainable development, and this special 

sessioo is a case in point. But time and aqain, actiors do not seem to match the 

rhetoric. The negotiations on the draft declaration in the Preparatory Committee 

for this special session saw certain important subqroups of the developed countries 

beinq doqmatic and inflexible. In spite of all the lofty protestations, one sensed 

a definite undercurrent of urwillin<mess to move POSitions sufficientlv to achieve 

COIIIIIOn qround with the developing countries. There appeared to be the use of 

stronq-arm tactics, even aqainst those willinq to co-operate. 

The new International DeveloPnent Strateqv, which is at present beinq 

neqotia ted, will provide the framework for all international efforts in the 

economic field over the next 10 years. Also im'!l'lctinq on that exercise will be the 

eventual outcome of UNCTAD VII, UNCTAD VIII in June 1991. and the 1992 Conference on 

Environment and Development. We hope that a more inclusive approach, fully 

respectful of the principle of universality, will be followed in the Process of 

achieving consensus in all forums. 
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Past prescriptions for the development of third-world countries have been 

found wanting in imoortant respects. Many develoPinq countries have underqone the 

difficult and destabilizing structural adjustments they have been called upan to 

undertake. Results have generally not been happ.,, and in nany cases serious 

disruptions and hardships have been experienced at the grassroots level. Against 

this backqround, the 1990s will prove to be a critical ~cade for many of our 

countries, and the adoption of a more humane multilateralism will be essential for 

us to realize anywhere near our full p0tential. 

Trade, in its widest sense, will be expected to play a central role durinq the 

Fourth DeveloPment Decade to overcome the intractable social and economic 

inequities that stubbornly continue to plaque the developing countries. Freer 

international trade has the p0tential to revolutionize livinq standards 

everywhere. But over Past decades the imhalance between developed and develoPinq 

countries has worsened rather than improved. UNCTAD VII will fall far short of its 

aims unless the Uruguay Round is able genuinely to involve developing countries and 

incorprate measures which will result in tangible improvements in their livinq 

standards. It is not enough to achieve a meeting of the minds on reversing 

Protectionist trends, as often hapPens in international and other meetings. This 

must also be pUt into practice. 

A number of recent, as well as p0tential, develoPments suggest that 

multilateralism in internatioo.al economic relatiom may become more difficult to 

achieve. The argument qoes that the decade of the 1990s will see a fully 

integrated European Community, possibly of more members tha1 the present 12, North 

America increasingly operating as one economic entity, and the oonsequences of the 

changes taking place in Eastern Europe will becone felt. The Past record suggests 

that these developnents will work to the disadvantage of develoPinq countries 
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to their markets. 

Many developing countries oontinue to meet qreat difficulty and in some cases 

find it impossible to gain markets in the industrialized economies for many of 

their Products. Although some progress has been made under the Qeneralized system 

of preferences, three quarters of dutiable exports of developinq countries do not 

enioy Preferential treatment. Non-tariff barriers remain a maior impediment to 

freer trade. Sta tis tics show that one third of the exports of developina countries 

to developed markets are affected, and in some imn:>rtant qroups of items the 

proportion goes as hiqh as three quarters. In this endless dialoQue between North 

and South the rhetoric is not beinq matched by reality. 

In this situation the island developinq countries, which are amonq the most 

fragile and vulnerable of the develoPinq countries, find them9elves literally 

caught between the devil and the deep blue sea. There are over 20 island 

developinq countries and territories in the island Paci fie subregion, widelv 

scattered, most of them small, and some tinv. Four are classified as least 

developed. Their links to the outside world are poorly develoPed and extremely 

expensive to maintain. Yet they are hiqhlv dependent on outside sources of suPPlv, 

themselves having very little productive capacity and resource endowment. Manv 

still have dominant subsistence sectors. Their small size and renoteness make them 

hiqhlv vulnerable to the forces of nature, and hurricanes occur frequentlv. A 

recent report of the F.conomic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific has 

confirmed little or no qrowth in 1989 and 1990 for manv Pacific States because of 

devastation caused bv hurricanes over the past vear. The small island nations and 

territories of the island Pacific, as indeed the island develoPinQ countries 

world-wide as a qrouP, need a, innovative approach to their sPecial situation. 
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Drawing on their sense of community and shared values, the nations of the 

island Pacific have found it more useful and effective tD cnme toqether and deal 

with many issues on a reqiooal basis. We have therefore established reqional 

institutions such as a regional universitv, a telecommunications traininq centre, 

the Forum Fisheries Aqencv, the Forum Shippinq Line, the South Pacific Applied 

Geoscience Commission and the Pacific Islands Development Proqramme. A further 

express ion of this regional sPiri t has been the adoption of a number of conventions 

to protect and enhance the. environment. The South Pacific Reqional Environment 

Proqramme, the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty and the recent convention 

banninq drift-net fishing are examples. To achieve their full potential, these 

reg ion al intia tives require supportive and complementary act ion from outside the 

region, which, we have been pleased to see, has on the whole been readilv 

forthcoming. 

With regard to Fiii, mv Government is currently ent>arkinq on new economic 

Policies desiqned to ensure that the difficulties of the 1980s are not repeated in 

the 1990s. We recoqnize the need for a roore outward-lookinq, trade-oriented 

approach to development. Measures of protection and subsidy that were earlier 

intended to promote impart substitution are beinq dismantled, and a POsitive 

programme of exPort pronotion has been adopted and viqorously implemented. In 

these early staqes we are tD a cnnsiderable deqree dependent on the preferences 

open to us in the developed countries, particularly those embodied in the 

South Pacific Regional Trade and Economic Co-operation Aqreement with Australia and 

New Zealand, those of the United States under the Generali zed System of Preferences 

and those under the Lome Conventions between the European Community and the ACP 

(African, Caribbean and Pacific) countries. We have alreadv had some encouraqinq 

exoort successes, and we anticipate a siqnificant upturn in investment in Fi ii to 
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take advantaqe of the ranqe of preferences available to us and the expans ionarv 

Policies adopted by the Government. We look forward to beinq able to oontinue 

these national proqrammes within a supportive international tradinq environment. 

The lead role which UNCTAD has taken in the recent past in focusinq on the 

specific characteristics and needs of the island developinQ countries has been for 

us a welcome ini tia ti ve. The high useful oollation of the features and 

characteristics of island developinq countries which UNCTAD carried out last vear 

was an im-portant step forward, and we hope that further 1«>rk has been oonducted 

since then and that the results will be considered at the forthcominq Conference on 

Island Developing Countries. We look forward also to seeinQ specific Provisions 

findinq a place in the new arranqements which will be considered bv UNCTAD VIII. 

It has been said many times durinQ th is debate that the next decade will be a 

critical one for all of humankind. If the Qeneration; to follow are to be Q iven 

the inheritance it is their riqht to expect, then this special session and other 

meetings to follow must demonstrate bv deeds that a real chanQe of heart has taken 

Place. 

Mr. RAVIX (Haiti) (interpretation from French): At the outset I would 

associate myself with preceding speakers in welcominq the RePllblic of Namibia as 

the 160th Member of our Orqanization. The delegation of Haiti is Pleased to oonvey 

to the heroic people of Namibia warm conqratulations and wishes for Prosoeritv from 

the people and Government of Haiti. 

On behalf of the Haitian deleqation I extend to VoU, Sir, warm oonqratulations 

on vour election as President of the eiQhteenth special session of the General 

Assembly. We are oonvinced that our work will be as successful as that of our two 

Previous sPecial sessions, which vou quided with such abilitv and skill. 
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We also extend sincere conqratulations to the Secretarv-General, 

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his important reP<>rt on the state of international 

economic co-operation and effective wavs and means of revitalizina the economic 

~rowth and developnent of developina countries, which has been verv useful to us in 

preparations for this session. 

This special session of the General Assembly devoted to international economic 

co-operation, in Particular to the revitalization of economic qrowth and 

developnent of the develoPinq countries is for us of the qreatest imJX>rtance. At a 

time when we are enterinq the last decade of the centurv, it is imperathe for us 

to take stock of the Qeneral situation and lay down a alobal strateqy for the new 

period. 

We think that all the profound chanqes takinq Place in the world and the 

. consequent changes in international relations will inevitably cause upsets on the 

economic and social level. Hence the need to provide for new economic co-operation 

for the benefit of all. 
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Despite declarations of gooa intentions and proqrammes established to pronote 

development throughout the world, the Third United Nations Development Decade ended 

on a note of extreme disappointment. The problem of development, which has been on 

the agenda for several decades, continues to be a burning issue for the a,untries 

of the third world, which have been marq inalized for too long. 'lb q ive an idea of 

their traqic situation, it is sufficient to recall a few relevant facts. 

Apart from a few Asian countries whose economies were qiven massive iniections 

of capital, the develoPinq countries as a whole have over the past 10 years seen 

their economies stagnate, if not reqress. In sub-Saharan Africa the per capita 

qross national Product has suffered a record decline of more than 10 per cent from 

its level in 1980. The situation in Latin America and the Caribbean is no better. 

A much bigger percentage of the population of the third world is now narqinalized, 

and the number of countries considered to be least developed has increased from 24 

in the 1970s to 42 today. Every day, the cnuntries of the South see a lesseninq of 

any hope for improving their peoples' standard of living. 

At the same time, the industrialized countries have experienced a period of 

sustained growth, and that qrowth has ace el era ted in recent years. Therefore, the 

existing immense disparities between the rich countries and the developinq 

countries have become worse. 

The reasons for this situation, which is anachronistic, to set{ the least, have 

been identified. To the perpetual problem of deter iora tinq terms of trade has been 

added a combination of new factors, such as the debt burden, the pernicious and 

destabilizinq effects of structural adiustment Programmes, a resuIQence of 

Protectionism in world trade and an increase in interest rates. 
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Even more serious is the economic bloodle ttinq res ul tinq from the net transfer 

of resources from the developinq to the developed countries, caused by the decline 

in investment in the countries of the third world and bv debt servicinq, which 

forces the third world countries to make even qrea ter outlavs. 

It is true that efforts have been nede to resolve these serious problems. 

However, in many cases promises have not been kept, and in others the measures 

taken have not had the expected effect. That is whv, as we enter the Fourth 

Developnent Decade, r ightlv regarded as the last hope for the third world to 

extricate its elf from chronic underdevelopment, we propose tacklinq the problem 

with a new approach end advocate the adoption of innovative measures meeting the 

specific nature of the problems. 

In that regard, an unprecedented effort of international sol idaritv should 

help us cope with the qreat challenqe ahead of us durinq the decade. Such 

solidarity is essential today, when the world has become interdependent and when we 

witness a qlobalization of the problems confrontinq us. 

The debt burden, one of the main causes of the imroverishment of the rountries 

of the third world and a brake on their develo'PIOent, should be dealt with more 

realistically. While the various measures aimed at alleviatinq the debt are 

aPPreciated, they should be expanded and revised to take into acx:ount the qrowth 

and develoPnent needs of the debtor countries. 

At the same time, the third world countries, whose savinqs rate is verY low, 

must have access to foreiqn capital, which they so badly need to finance their 

development. Here we must recall the tarqet set by the United Nations 30 years 

ago, when it called on the developed countries to devote 0.7 per cent of their 

gross national Product to development aid. 
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The role of international trade in economic expansion is clear. We believe it 

is vital to stress the need for the markets of the developed countries to be more 

open to products from third world countries. Measures takinq into account the 

needs of the developing countries should be drawn up and the necessary machinery 

should be established by international institutions, such as the Stabex System -

for stabilization of exPOrt earnings - the Common Fund for Co11111odities, and the 

International Monetary Fund's compensatory financinq and emel'Qency financinq 

facility should be strenqthened, or in fact supplemented by even bolder measures. 

We hoPe that at the second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed 

Countries, to take place in Paris in September, these questions will be adequately 

addressed. 

In considerinq strategies to revitalize qrowth in the developinq countries, 

our delegation must mention the role that each of our countries has to Plav, bv 

adoptinq consistent and judicious national policies. However, without an 

international environment that is responsive to those domestic efforts it would be 

futile to hope for a better performance bv our economies. 

At the same time, the reform policies imposed on us verv often take no account 

of the specific realities of each country. Therefore, structural adjustment 

programmes should take into consideration the social costs of their aPPlication and 

their real effectiveness. 

The United Nations has set itself qreat and noble ~ls. One is to promote 

social proqress and establish better livinq conditions throughout the world. It is 

the fulfilment of those ideals that we seek at this session. We hope that our 

debates will lead to a series of effective, concrete measures designed to J:lllt 

economic qrowth in the developinq countries back en track. 
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We are sure that a solemn commitment by all countries to imPlement those 

measures will enable us to meet this serious challenqe to the international 

commlD'li tv. 

Mr. NIE'ro (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish): I have the honour 

to address the Assembly on behalf of the Central American States - El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaraqua and Costa Rica - and to reaffirm our resolute 

readiness to contribute to makinq a sucx:ess of this session. 

We are Pleased to see the President quidinq our work, since his outstandinq 

qualities as a diplomat and his broad knowledqe of the subject of international 

economic co-operation will help us cb worthwhile work, with successful results. 

We whole-heartedly welcome Namibia ac; a new Member of the United Nations. The 

people of Costa Rica wishes the fraternal people of Namibia prosperity and 

well-beinq. Namibia's admission represents a historic victory for the Namibian 

people and the United Nations, whose efforts facilitated Namibia's peaceful 

transition to independence. 

We are gathered here to examine international oo-operation and the 

revitalization of the eccnomic qrowth and develoPment of the developinq countries. 

There oould be no better time. The end of the oold war, the chanqes towards 

denncracv and freedom in Eastern Europe and the climate of Political detente 

throughout the world qive us an exceptional opportunitv to resume the dialoque on 

interna ticnal economic co-operation in a broader context and to reactivate 

North-South relations with a view tn reducinq the qrow inq inequali tv between the 

well-being of the peoples of the rich nations and the well-beinq of those who are 

sinking ever more deeply into poverty - the legacy of the 1980s. 
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Todav, at the beqinning the 1990s, a billion people, cne fifth of the world's 

population, lives in a state of qrinding poverty and absolute iqnorance. The 

foreseeable future qives no hope of a diqnified life for the vast nejoritv of 

peoples. We must not allow this situation of universal injustice to ex>ntinue. The 

time has come to make a genuine commitment, based on human solidarity, to 

distribute fairly the fruits of progress, the basis of international peace and 

stabili tv. 
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Durinq the last decade, the reqion of Central America has endured the most 

Profound crisis in its history. Per capita income declined bv 17 Per cent, and 

this set us back, in terms of livinq standards, by some 20 years. 

The drastic and prolonqed decline in commodity Prices, which amounted to a 

loss of $ 600 mill ion for the reg ion in 12 months on coffee alone; the fliqht of 

capital, the servicing of the external ~bt and the collapse of the Central 

American common market, exacerbated by political problems and violent domestic 

conflicts in a number of countries have left us with pain and want in friqhtful 

Proportions. The prospects for qrowth for the reg ion are doubtful. Some 

Predictions suggest that the levels of well-beinq achieved in 1970 will not be 

regained until the end of this centurv, and this will be possible onlv if the 

international community supPQrts our regional efforts. 

The Peoples of the isthmus, led by their Presidents, have made strides in a 

positive and encouraqinq way in the process of brinqing peace and democracy, which 

will be consolidated aod prove lastina only if our countries manaqe to rebuild 

their economies and renew their develoPnent. Nations the world over must share the 

responsibili tv for helpinq the people of our req ion realize their aspirations. 

This is why we look hopefully to the promises made by the international a,mmunitv 

which are taking shape in a number of initiatives. 

In the first place, the General Assembly adopted the special plan for economic 

co-operation in Central America, which constitutes a framework for quiding 

effective co-operation in this realm. What this plan amounts to for the 

co-opera tinq community is a beacoo to guide them, and for Central America it is a 

liqht that offers hoPe. The first fruits are beinq harvested in the devisinq of 

development Projects arrl the prospects for tanqible commitments, which is whv it is 

indisPensable that this Plan should be extended for an ~di tional three-vear 

oer iod. 
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Secondly, we have entered into a variety of accords with the European F.conomic 

Conrnunity (EEC) to step up its technical and financial co-operation with countries 

in our region. At the last meeting held at Dublin, Ireland, the Ministers of the 

Conrnunity expressed their firm determination to spur forward in the economic 

inteqration of Central America, to improve its inteqration into the world economv, 

and thev committed themselves to contributinq $250 million to reactivate the 

Central American commcn market. 

As the twentv-fi rs t centurv dawns, consol ida tinq libertv demands that we prove 

capable of offerinq to our people a life in greater diqnitv, better job 

opPOrtunities and greater access to health services, housing and education. 

Freedom demands that we eradicate want and that the fruits of freedom be 

distributed fairly. If we do not accept this new meaninq of freedom, we shall be 

jeopardizing the achievements of Peace and denncracv. 

In our never-ceasing quest to find the right kind of solutions to the problems 

that bedevil us, we are aware that our next task will be that of reducinq arms 

levels. Poor countries like ours cannot - and, indeed, must not - channel their 

resources into non-productive mili tarv spendinq. We shall work hard to close 

lCX)pholes and see to it that dialogue prevails over armed force. This attitude 

qives us the moral authority to call for economic co-operation, such as we hoPe for 

and expect from the international oommunity. 

Moreover, sound recovery for the Central America, economies requires us to 

have access to international 118rkets. We need co-operation to beqin to rebuild our 

nations, but in the lonq rt.n trade is essential for our development. Trade 

restrictions and protectionist Practices would do even rore serious damaqe. In 

this vein, the Caribbean Basin initiative marks a step in the riqht direction, and 

we acknowledge that with satisfaction. 
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Amonq the obstacles that stand in the way of stepped-up qrowth for developinq 

countries, per haps the most serious is the external debt. High pavments for debt 

servicing have compelled nations to reduce their investments and imPOrts, thus 

reducing their economic POtential for the future. Simultaneouslv, adjustment 

processes for making payments abroad have increased the fiscal deficit and 

consequently accelerated inflation. Its ravaqes have trans lated into h iqh social 

costs which have unfortunately struck at the most disadvantaqed strata of our 

population. 

Parallel with indebtedness, there has arisen the Problem of the neqative net 

transfer of funds out of developinq countries and into the developed world. How is 

the third world goinq to attain levels of sustained development if durinq the 

period 1984-1989 there was a neqative net transfer of about $180 billion? 

We must thereforee seek imaqinative, innovative wavs and means tn help our 

countries, poor and capital-starved, once aqain become net recipients of financial 

resources. One of the most oromisinq paths towards attaining that end lies in 

desiqninq a pattern that would make it r:>ossible to utilize capital that has fled 

our countries and that is no, on de'POsit with commercial banks in the 

industrialized world. 

The purpose of this machinery would be to make use of such resources for 

investment and development projects in the countries of oriqin of the funds, which 

could then be used only for acquirinq qoods and services from those <X>untries in 

which the funds are deposited, so as to benefit their economies as well. In this 

way the resources or iginatinq in medium-income and low-inoome <X>Untries would be 

re tu med as investment loan; to contribute to economic qrowth. The challenqe is to 

find ways to induce oommercial banks to participate in this scheme. 
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The machinery could operate as an overall continqencv fund quaranteed bv the 

industrialized nations aqainst the eventuality of non-performance. To make it more 

attractive, those same nations could grant a tax incentive to participating banks -

for instance, tax exemP:ions for Profits Qenerated by such loans. Consideration 

could also be given to other measures that would increase the profit ab ili tv of such 

investments to the banks. 

Within the context of this programme, there would be no identification of the 

individual deposits made by each citizen; instead, a percentage of the total annunt 

deposited by the citizens of a oountry in the banks of an industrialized nation 

would be taken into account, without detractinq from the individual riqhts and 

PrerOQatives of each of the depositors. 

Lastly, this policy would be strictly linked to a serious reorderinq of PUblic 

finance in the denncratic developing countries, or in those that make irrevocable 

reforms in the direction of consolidating democracy. Those would be the onlv 

countries eligible fee such a plan, because in additicn to its ecooomic aspect, it 

must help to promote freedom and democracy. 

One of the spheres of international m-operation which have attracted great 

interest in recent years is that of the envirooment. The international community 

has manifested its growing alarm at the ecological ceterioration of our planet. 

The destruction of our natural resources at an unprecedented rate constitutes a 

co111mon threat to all nations. 

The deterioration of the environment is the result of the adoption of the 

wrong development patterns, waste and opulence in the North and bare survival in 

the South. Poverty is the chief cause of ecoloqical cestruction in the third 

world. The people are usinQ natural resources to meet their basic needs, and this 

leads to the deqradation of the soil, the depletion of sources of water and the 

destruction of forests. 
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The efforts beinq made b'{ developing countries to mi tiqate environmental 

Problems would lead to more tanqible and lastinq results if economic conditions 

were more Propitious. Alas, our countries must deal simultaneously with more 

urgent national problems, such as the fiqht aqainst malnutrition, hunqer, housinq 

shortaqes and illiteracv. What this means is that they must first eliminate 

poverty and underdevelopnent. Want is a cruel thing - it offers neither truce nor 

relief. 
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However, as a response to these serious environmental problems, our presidents 

have created the Central American Environmental Development Comnission to raise the 

awareness of our people as to the qravi ty of this problem, convinced as we are that 

truly to protect the environment, we must revitalize the economies of developinQ 

countries. The resources fer waqinq this struqqle can only cone from renewed 

economic qrowth in our countries. To tackle this enormous task in the various 

fields that this implies, the need for international co-operation must become ever 

more manifest if we truly want our reqion to achieve lastinq peace and freedom to 

have real meanir,:J for men and women in Central America. 

The task before us is a complex one replete with challenges. It involves a 

responsibility incumbent on all nations. To overcome the massive obstacles 

standing in the way of revitalizing developnent in our countries, we need the firm 

political will of all nations. 

The changes occurring throughout the world promise an era of understanding and 

solidarity among people. The challenge for the international communi tv 1 ies in 

narrowing the yawning qap separatinq the rich from the poor, in promotinq sustained 

development in developinQ countries and in preservinq our denocratic values. In 

this connection, whatever political oonsensus we mav achieve here will be of 

SPecial importance for the future of mankind• 

It is indispensable for the international oommunitY Qathered at this forum to 

reaffirm its solidarity, based a, the conviction that is necessary to make major 

changes in the international economic system to do justice to the interests of the 

developing countries. There must be no delay in adoPtinq a new, more imaqinative 

and flexible attitude with a view to forging a new world in which a life of 

Prosperity aoo freedom is a reality for all people. 
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Cameroon, although speaking at this late stage of the debate, nevertheless is most 

pleased to associate itself with the oonqratulations extended to Ambassador Garba, 

who has been so positively presiding over this s~cial session, which is historic 

and decisive for all mankind. But what additional mntribution can I make on 

behalf of the Camerom to that spirit of concord which we have seen for nearl v a 

week no,, which has included the interesting contributions of a number of 

delegations and geographic groups, in particular the statement made by the Chairman 

of the Group of 77, which reiterated the ooncerns of the developing countries after 

the decade of the 1980s and at the dawn of a new decade which is beginning in a 

more promising international oontext. !bes not the independence of Namibia, whose 

admission as the 160th Member of the United Nations we rejoice in welcoming, fit 

into this context? 

I should like to take this opportunitv to renew our appreciation to 

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the Secretary-General of our Organization, for his 

outstanding contribution to the Namibian cause and for his efforts with regard to 

the holding of this special session. 

Finally, my deleqation nust pay a tribute to the Chairman of the Preparatory 

Committee, His Excellencv Mr. Constantine Zephos, and the members of his bureai for 

the successful way in which they discharged the mandate entrusted to them.* 

One thing evident in the statements being made here is the appearance of a new 

climate in international relations which is creating favourable oonditions for the 

relaunching of a true North-South dialogue. Indeed, for reasons related in 

Particular to ideological antagonisms and egoism, the economic order produced by 

Bretton Woods has led to the present impasse. It is therefore hardly surprisinQ 

*Mr. Nieto (Costa Rica), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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that internatiooal economic co-operation and multilateralism in accordance with the 

Charter have experienced restraints, if not failures, leading to denial of the idea 

of the interdependence of peoples. This has been true for tM first three of the 

United Nations Decades for Development, the Final Act of the seventh session of the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations Programme of 

Action for F.conomic Recovery and the Development of Africa and the integral 

programme of comnodities, which have long remained unfulfilled, though the recent 

entrv into force of the CollWllon Fund does allow us to hope for some beneficial 

results. 

The present international economic situation is also marked by macro-economic 

imbalances, and their negative effects are leaving a lastinq mark on the economies 

of the developing countries, both concerning the instability of the rates of 

exchange and rising interest rates. 

The new economic situation emerginq on our planet with the appearance of new 

large groupings, the integration of countries of Eastern Europe into the world 

economy and the uncoupling of North and South is also a sign of the times as well 

as a source of concern foe small countries, which are increasingly left on the 

sidelines. It emphasizes unequivocally the inequality of the international 

ecooornic order and the urgent need for measures by the community of nations. This 

is the challenge this special session nust meet. 

To revitalize economic growth and development in the developing countries a 

reversal of this trend is needed, which requires svmmetrical adjustments in the 

North as well as in the South. This means, first of all, a reversal of net 

financial flo.,s and their increase towards the developing countries. The objective 

of O. 70 per cent for public assistance to development set in 1970 is far from beinq 

achieved. In the area of investments, particularly Private investments, we observe 

a drying up and, indeed, for certain countries, elimination of their involvement. 
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When we add to this the critical problem of debt and debt servicing, we can better 

see the need for financing of the develoPinq countries and for an aqreed upon 

global solution to the debt problem. 

In this regard, the peace dividend that we hope will result from a reduction 

in tension and from disarmament will, to be sure, release additional mean; to be 

put to the service of the development of the developing countries. 

Then there is the no less critical problem of the deterioration of the terms 

of trade. For a oountry such as mine, the Cameroon, whose economy is based 

essentially on agriculture, the active search for a solution to problems caused by 

trade and commodities is our greatest concern. 

Clearly any revitalization of qrowth and development must take into account 

the specific situation of Africa. It is a oontinent of extreme poverty, of 

malnutrition, non-exploited human resources, desertification, drouqht, 

deforestation and so forth. 
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Can Africa expect the international community to take action commensurate with 

those scourges? Only such action will ensure its entry and inteqration into the 

world economy. 

Mv delegation would hope that the oonclus ions that emerqe at the end of our 

work will reflect the renewed Poli ti cal will of the partners with reqard to the 

concerns I have just enumerated. We would like to believe that another result will 

be the strenqtheninq of the role of the United Nations and therefore of 

multilateralism. For in the final analysis what we are sPeakinq of here is 

chartinq the course to the na ior milestones that 1 ie ahead, once aqa in proclaiminq 

our common destiny, affirminq the joint resPOnsibility of ~mber States to meet the 

challenqes of our times, reflectinq in actia, the interdependence of peoples, and 

concluding a new contract of solidarity that would reconcile humanity with itself. 

Mr.-·J:\OGER3 (Belize): My deleqation has been asked to convey, on behalf 

of the Government and people of Belize, warm greetings and sincere a:>nqratulations 

to Mr. Garba on his election to the Presidency of the eighteenth special session of 

the General Assembly, devoted to international economic co-operation, in oarticular 

to the revitalization of economic growth and dev@lopment of the developinq 

countries. His Proven leadership and skilful diplomacy will no doubt lead to a 

successful outcome of this critical session. 

"4v Government wishes to take this opPQrtunity to express a verv warm welcome 

to the delegation of the Republic of Namibia on the occasion of its admission to 

the United Nations as the 160th Member State. The attainment of the long-overdue 

independence of Namibia and its dramatic entry into the international community at 

the eighteenth special session was a source of much Pride for Bel izeans, who 

maintained solidarity with the Namibian people during the lonq and historic 

struggle in claiming its r iqht to self-determination. The victory of the Namibian 
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people is also testimony to the untirinq efforts of this communi tv, led bv our 

Secretary-General, who never shirked the dauntinq task of the successful 

implementation of the relevant United Nations resolutions on Namibia. Belize 

wishes to associate itself with the earlier calls mde in support of the new 

Republic in the momentous task of nation-oo ildinq • 

Belize would also like publicly and warmly to welcome the new Permanent 

Representative of free Chile. We are confident that, havinq just emerqed from the 

lonq, long night of dictatorship and denial of human r iqhts, Chile will Plav an 

important role both in our reqion and globally in the field of Protection of human 

r iqhts. 

This sPecial session is convened against the backdrop of a qrowinq disparitv 

in economic performance between the ind us tr iali zed nations and developinq countries 

1 ike ours. Despite the overwhelminq chanqes in the international arena that have 

contributed to a drastic decrease in political tensions durinq the last decade, it 

is no secret that, for many countries like ours, the 1980s were the decade lost for 

development. 

The further lessening of world JX>l itical tension and the recent fundamental 

reforms in Eastern Europe suggest that this is an opportune tine for concerted 

global action to address the disparity between unprecedented economic expansion in 

the developed market economies and stagnation and retroqression in the maioritv of 

develoPinq countries. We have learned throuqh difficult experience that the 

trickle-down theories postulated in the 1960s and 1970s prove useless in todav's 

world, with heiqhtened interdePendence between national economies. 

The imPact of the debt crisis, the fall in world market Prices of maior 

commodities, increased Protectionism, a decline in investment, and in some cases 

poor domestic economic manaqement, have resulted in a scenario characterized as the 
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low-qrowth trap. Unfortunatelv, those economic set-backs are accompanied bv a 

human dimension, increasinq the sufferinq of one fifth of the world's poPJlation 

already livinq in poverty. 

In regions like Africa and Latin America, where hiqhlv indebted nations have 

been forced to reduce expenditure on education, health care, housinq, welfare and 

other social services, the Present s taqnation and negative growth trends have led 

to declining levels in the indicators of human well-beinq. Rampant unemPlovment 

has disquietinq effects on the social and JX>litical scene in nanv of our developinq 

nations. 

The economic disparity in our reqion has resulted in the neqlect of meaninqful 

roles fer women. Indeed, though their numbers in the labour force in the last 

decade showed a qradual increase, the opportunities afforded them did not improve. 

If women are to be recognized and becone full partners in the development of the 

reqion, all barriers should be removed and thev ought to oome to the forefront. 

More opportunities in education and training should be made available. Their full 

Potential can only be realized if women are fully integrated into the economic, 

Political and social life of our req ion. 

Some of our countries, largelv through substantial official cevelo0ment 

assistance, have managed to maintain POsitive net transfer of capital, but when 

considered as a whole, prel iminarv figures indicate that, during the five-vear 

period from 1984 to 1989, developing nations experienced a neqative net transfer of 

over ~180 billion. 

Apart from international trade, official cevelopment assistance has become a 

critical source for development financinq, though the tarqet for official 

development assistance, set at 0.7 per cent of the gross national Product of 

developed countries, has yet to be attained. Resolution of the debt crisis 
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requires bold political and economic action. International ecooomic co-operation 

is essential as the heiqhtened deqree of interdependence between national economies 

hastem the transmission of neqative economic shock. 
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Stopqao measures such as refinancinQ or reschedulinq debt payments have oroved 

futile in revitalizing qrowth in the most heavily indebted of the developinq 

nations. In the Latin American and Caribbean context successive efforts have 

failed to accomplish much in copinq with the magnitude and consequences of the 

$434 bill ion owed. There is a direct relationship between the reduction in 

domestic investment, the import of capital goods and other necessities and the 

increasing payment obligations which give rise to budget deficits and soirallinQ 

inflation. 

Structural adjustment, austerity measures and International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) arrl World Banlc Condi tionali tv furthei: affected the already volatile social 

structure in the severely indebted nations and in some cases brouqht about 

political instability without alleviatinq the burden or stimulatinq significant 

levels of qrowth. 

While we acknowledqe that peace and development are inextricablv linked, we 

must now admit that new ways have to be souqht to break the vicious circle that has 

traPPed developinq countries in a spiral of debt, economic staqnation and social 

eris is. 

Regardless of the amount of attention being qiven to the much-touted Brady 

Plan, there is still concern that the overall debt picture of its PC>tential 

beneficiaries will remain the same. 

At this juncture Belize would like to salute one of our senior Conwnonwealth 

Partners in development, Canada. At last month 1s meetinq in Barbados of Heads of 

Government of Conwnonwealth Caribbean countries, Canadian Prime Minister 

Brian Mulronev announced that the Government of Canada has aQreed to cancel all 

outstandinq official-development-assistance debt owed to Canada by menbers of the 

Commonwealth Caribbean. The present indebtedness amounts to some Sl90 million. 
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The forthright decision to extend that generous gesture deserves high commendation 

and has set a precedent for international economic co-operation towards debt relief 

in converting bilateral loans to grants. 

The Canadians have taken the lead in the international cnmmunity in 

recoqnizinq and supportinq the legitimate asPiratioM of nations that wish to qrow 

at a rate that would result in steady improvement of the living standards of their 

Growth and development policies in all oountries nust be formulated with an 

aPPreciation of the need to balance human goals with a safe and clean environment •. 

The current preparatory process for the 1992 Conference on Environment and 

Development will focus en the link between poverty and the degradation of the 

environment. Problems such as desertification, deforestation, soil erosion, 

floods, and water and air pollution result from the depletion of natural resources 

as developing nations under extreme economic pressure seek to maximize agricultural 

potential. The pooc and hungry will frequentlv destroy their surrounding 

environment in the struggle for survival. A people mired in absolute poverty and 

ekinq out an existence from their environmental-resource base reqard efforts ained 

at safequardinq the future as irrelevant. 

Although efforts at conservation rray divert funds from necessary economic and 

social activities, ecolociical considerations must remain a Part of our development 

Planning. Further deterioration of our environment will result in a vicious 

spiral, since, according to the 1987 Brundt land report, environ mental deqrada tion 

can undermine economic develoPment. 

The dilemma many countries find themselves facing is how to sustain economic 

growth while Preserving the environment. Interna tionat co-oDera tion in 

establishing equitable economic terltB is a fundamental factor in balancing that 
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delicate equation. ProPQrtionate resPOnsibilitv for the preservation of our common 

future should be borne by the industrializen nations, which in manv cases benefit 

from the exploitation of the resource base in our developinq countries. Residuals, 

by-products and emissions caused by the verv processes to which some developed 

countries can attribute their prosperity renain today the major threat to the 

qlobal environment, depletinq stratospheric ozone and contributinq to global 

warming and rising sea levels. As our developinq countries continue the march 

towards industrialization through our efforts to diversify, we would welcome 

assistance in acqu irinq environ mentally sound and appropriate technoloq ies. 

Economic Pressures resulting from the debt burden, deteriorating terms of 

trade and falling export-comrrodi tv Prices qreatlv constrain our efforts at 

environmental <X>nservation and illegal-drug eradication, both of which require 

substantial financial and technical resources. We hope that at this special 

session the industrialized nati.ons will reaffirm their willingness to oo-operate bv 

contributing to the creation of a favourable international economic envirooment to 

bring renewed gr01t1th and the resources critical tn the preservation of our common 

heritaqe. International economic co-operation is necessarv to create fair tradinci 

regimes~ stimulate invesbnent and thereby encourage diversification. 

The guarantee of fair market prices for our ma ior export comnodi ties would 

mean greater profits retained by our producers, who would find it less lucrative to 

engage in the illicit production, supply and trafficking of narcotic drugs to the 

ma;or consumer societies traditionally situated in the industrialized nations. 

In a world of growing interdependence, multilateral forums such as the United 

Nations Plav an increasinqly large role in promoting the oompetitiveness of our 

States. Policies that quarantee access to markets and ensure an adequate transfer 
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of science and technology are translated into the improved quali tv of 1i fe and 

eventual nodernization of our economies. 

We are encouraged bv the level of international support qiven to the 

initiatives that seek to reverse trends towards protectionism and to establish a 

fair and durable multilateral tradinQ svstem in accordance with the principles set 

forth in the Uruquay Round of the General Aqreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

Mv delegation would like to associate itself with appeals made for greater 

assistance to those oountr ies which are 'PUrsuinq effective -policies for development. 

Belize, like manv of our fellow Member States, recognizes the imPOrtance of 

development strategies which efficiently mobilize and distribute limited resources 

to bring sustain able economic growth. Our national policies are exPOrt-oriented 

and seek investment, diversification and essential self-sufficiency. We maintain 

that our economic growth and development can best be achieved throuqh a creative 

partnership between the Pllblic and private sectors. We rely on the efficient 

management of revenue in order to make resources available to the Private sector 

for investment in productive enterprises and thus increase the level of income and 

employment for our Belizean people. We maintain our conwnitment to welcone genuine 

investors from abroad who, with their capital, technology and access to markets, 

cat ;oin Belizeans in expanding trade, in increasing exPOrt earnings and in 

aeneratinq ;ohs. 

Throuqh international economic co-operation and with the assistance of such 

multilateral agencies as the reg ion al economic commissions, the formulation and 

i. mplementation of effective national-develoPnent POl icies could be area tlv enhanced. 
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As rapid political and economic transformation sweeos across Eastern Europe 

the international 0011111unity shows an increased willinqness to lend assistance to 

this long-awaited Process of reform. Countries such as ours hope that this 

realiqnment of political and economic POWer, however Promisinq, does not result in 

the divers ion of much-needed resources already allocated to the develoPinq world. 

Though the reform movements in the East merit qenerous suPP0rt from the West, we 

insist that such oroqrammes be funded from savinqs resulting from the so-called 

peace dividend. 

I have previously alluded to the human factor in the development crisis. As 

Belize mobilizes scarce resources towards developinq the human potential for 

q row th, of particular concern to us is the enormous socio-economic burden created 

by the large presence of refugees and displaced persons within our borders. Belize 

has frequently been described as the land of opportunity and has become the refuqe 

for more than 20,000 Central Americans escapinq reqional conflicts and political 

uncertainty. Belize, with a pooulation of approximatelv 185,000, consequently now 

has one of the larqest per · capita presences of refuqees. Our Government provides 

qenerous conditions of asvlum and not onlv approaches the Problem from a 

humanitarian perspective but, in assimilatinq refuqees into the qreater Belizean 

society, addresses the problem from the standpoint of an economic development 

concern. Several projects, tot all irQ $9. 9 mill ion, have been identified to Provide 

basic facilities for Belizeans and refuqees living side by side. 

Education and skills-traininq, health and other social services, sanitation, 

food, housing and water all have to be provided at great cost but are critical in 

maintaininq the quality of life enabl inq us to develop human resources to 

Participate fully in the nation-building process. 
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We issue an appeal here to those countries in a posi tioo to do so to pledqe 

supPQrt to the soecial ized agencies such as the Office of the United Nations Hiqh 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Development Proqramme 

( WOP) to facilitate their efforts, in oo-operation with our Governments, in 

alleviating the human suffering of refugees throughout the globe. 

These are indeed challenginq times. The oonveninq of this soecial session has 

afforded us a unique opportunity not foc negotiation but for dialogue oo nutual 

concerns critical to the survival and welfare of most of the world's OOPlllation. 

It is my delegation's hope that the essential principles aqreed upon durinq the 

soecial sesion will be applied at future meetinqs &alinq with related topics on 

our international agenda, and serve as imp0rtant inPtits to both the international 

develoPment strategy and the upcoming United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development. 

Though it is recognized that we are the agents of change and the authors of 

our development, it is our view that our international partners can be more 

suppartive of our efforts by the provision of better terms of trade, meaninqful 

investment in our req ion, and an increase in the transfer of resources. 

Mr. · LOHIA (Papua New Guinea): May I, on behalf of the Government and 

people of Papua New Guinea, express our great pleasure and satisfaction at seeinq 

Ambassador Joseph Garba presiding over this important special session of the 

General Assembly, devoted to internatiooal ecooomic co-operation, in particular the 

revitalization of economic growth and develoPnent of the developinq countries. 

We are Particularly Pleased to join him and the other members of the Assembly 

in warmly welcoming Namibia to membership of the United Nations. The Government 

and oeoole of Papua New GJ inea extend their sincere conqratula tions to the people 

and Government of the Reoublic of Namibia on their heroic and successful strugqle 
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to achie'III! freedom and independence, and now on becominq the 160th Member State of 

the United Nations. The Papua New Guinea Government has <ECided, and hopes soon, 

to establish diplomatic relations with the Republic of Namibia, with the objective 

of Promotinq bilateral and multilateral co-operation between nations. 

Like members of our traditional exended families in Africa, Asia, Latin 

America, the Caribbean, the Pacific and elsewhere, we shall lean and count on each 

other for our common qood. * 

Mo{ delegation is grateful to the Secretarv-General of the United Nations for 

his most useful and comprehensive reP0rt on the current status of our interna tiona 1 

economic co-operation as it relates to the economic-development needs of the 

developinq countries. Together with his introductory statement at this special 

session, the Secretary-General has set for this general <Ebate a verv imPOrtant and 

useful basis on which the Assembly can adopt sone creative and constructive 

strategic guidelines for international economic co-operation and development. 

We are also pleased with the collective views presented by the respective 

Chairmen of the Group of 77 and the Non-Aligned ~vement at the ex>mmencement of our 

deliberations on the relevant issues. Papua New G..tinea associates itself with 

those well-co-ordinated views. 

This special session is taking Place at an aporoPria te time, when the winds of 

change are sweepinq throuqh the qlobe, especially in Eastern Europe, southern 

Africa and Latin America. As the Austrian Vice-Chancellor, Mr. Joseph Reiqler, 

said - and I am quotinq from the text of his statement distributed in the General 

Assembly Hall, 

*Mr. Sallah (Gambia), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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•rn EuroPe the iron curtain, the Berlin Wall and the minefields that have 

divided our continent for over 40 years have been torn <bwn and removed. We 

are in the process of bu ildinq a new European house, a house where freedom, 

democracy and human dignity will be the guiding PrinciPles. One-partv 

regimes, centrallv planned economies and repressive bureaucracies are becoming 

Past history." 

It is pleasing to acknowledge that this• ••• new European house does not stand 

alone but forms an integral part of our common qlobal village• - and, like Austria, 

other countries in Europe and North America should not forget their friends and 

partners for development in the developing countries. After all, we all need and 

dePend on each other. 

This special session should give some serious oonsideration to the human 

dimension of development, a qualitative aPProach to international economic 

co-operation in societal developnent and Qrowth in the 1990s. 

We in Papua New G.tinea have adopted a new Philosophy of education based on our 

noble traditions as elaborated bv the National Goals and Directive PrinciPles of 

our National Constitution. This philosophy is based oo the principle of integral 

human developnent: integral, in the sense that all aspects of the person are 

important~ human, in the sense that social relations are basic; and development, in 

the sense that every individual has the potential to grow in kncMledqe, wisdom, 

understanding, skills and goodness. We are committed by our Cons ti tu tion to 

ensuring that every citizen is given the necessarv intellectual and practical 

skills to participate effectively in the economic and political life of our 

oountry, with dignity and on the basis of freedom and equality. 
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The international community has "virtually lost a decade for development". 

The present t:olitical and economic climate qives us an opoortunitv to conduct a 

real and constructive dialogue for the creation and construction of a better world 

for everyone. A new nomentum is here for the Assembly to tackle JX)sitivelv the 

important issues of disarmament, environment and development, so that an accepted 

international proqramme of action for the 1990s can be PUt in place for immediate 

imPlementat ion. 

Despite a positive and encouraqinq scenario of q rCMth in international trade, 

manv developments in the international tradinq system continue to be a cause of 

major concern to many developing countries, includinq Pa'Ptla New Guinea. These 

include the wide-ranging trade policies and activities of some Governments leading 

to trade tensions and, more imt:ortant, the oontinuinq Proliferation of non-tariff 

barriers by many countries. 

This special session, together with the multilateral trading institutions, 

must adequately address these negative developments, so that the gro,,inq trade 

disparities and imbalances between our economies my be rectified. Our immediate 

attention to preva ilinq trade problems is particularlv important and necessarv at 

this time, when there is growing integration of the world economv through 

internatiooat trade and financial activities. 

Many of our developinq countries are either land-locked or sea-locked island 

countries. Their economies are basically agricultural, dependent on the exPOrt of 

Primary and semi-processed products to unfavourable markets overseas. Their need 

to derive foreign exchange in order to Purchase essential internediate Products and 

materials from overseas markets is paramomt. They need to develop their domestic 

infrastructures and broaden their industrial and manufacturing bases, so that their 

economies can provide the necessarv qoods and services to the masses of people in 

their villages in the rural areas. 
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In this regard, the need for vital and adequa t.e foreiqn--exchanqe earnings from 

international trade, foreign investment and official &veloprnent assistance to 

developinq countries is essential. The adequate availability of these resources 

can and would enable the develoPinq countries to determine their economic policy 

direction; towards achieving sustainable economic qrowth. These will also brinq 

additional revenue for them to create further employment opportunities for the 

masses of their people, as well as the necessary social benefits. 

Papua New Guinea has been able to sustain a modest economic growth through a 

broad and sound economic-management strategy, assisted by a diversified trade and 

developnent JX>l icy. We oould do better if the terms of trade in the international 

markets were equal or better. The developing countries need the assistance and 

support of the international ex>mmunity in increasinq their level of international 

trade. Every effort must be made by the international communitv to reduce 

international trade imbalances between the develoPed and developing countries by 

improvinq the terms of trade. The persistentlv declininq prices of comnodities 

lllJSt be stabilized. 

In our qlobal efforts to improve the terms of trade between the develoPed and 

developinq countries, Papua New Giinea has been activelv Participating in some of 

the major international oommodity agreements to which it is a partv. PaPUa New 

Qi inea has been an active partner in the Lome Convention, which qoverns our 

relations with the European F.conomic Community (EEC), as well as with the African, 

Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. 

In his opening address at the ACP/EEC Joint Assembly at Port ~resby on 

19 March 1990, our Prime Minister, Mr. Rabbie Namaliu, said: 

•The Lome Convention, which has been hailed as a milestone in North-South 

co~peration, established a privileged and sPecial relationship between ACP 

and EEC which we must all protect and Promote to the benefit of all the rieople 

we serve. 
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•The new Convention both consolidates the~ from the Third Lome 
Convention and breaks new ground in areas such as structural adjustment, trade 

in services and industrial development•. 

It is Pleasing to note that there is increasinq interest in the ACP/EEC family. 

In this reqard we are pleased to welcome Spain and Portuqal from the European 

Economic Conmunity and Haiti and the Dominican Republic from the ACP qroup of 

countries to join the familv~ It is also our hope that Africa's newest nation, 

Namibia, should soon join the Lome Convention~ 

Our close economic co-operation with EEC throuqh the Lome Convention leads us 

to wonder about the develo'Qnents and progress on European inteqration by 1992. It 

is our hope that such an inteqration will not adverselv affect the current trend of 

our trade and economic relations with EEC and its individual member countries. 

Similarly, we note with cautioo the recent inauquration of the Asia-Paci fie 

:Economic Co-operation Arrangement in our region. We hope that such arrangements 

will complement the existing mes in the Pacific and not dismantle them in the 

interest of individual ~veloped or developing countries. 

On the question of the present global efforts towards international trade 

revitalization since the mid-1980s, Papua New Guinea is pleased with the Progress 

made especially in the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Neqotiations. In our 

view, these negotiations are important and crucial. We are Pleased to note that 

these neqotiations are movinq in the riqht direction, because failure to remove 

non-tariff barriers imrosed by the developed market economies will oontinue to 

impede the ability of the develoPinq countries to tra~ compe ti tivelv in the 

international lft!rket. 

As the Assembly has clearlv noted during this d!bate, the world is underqoinq 

sweepinq and very rapid chanqes. 
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The unprecedented political, economic and social chanQes in Eastern Europe 

undoubtedly offer a real chance for world peace. 

Developments in Central America, southern Africa, Asia and the Middle East 

also offer hope for peace and stability. 

The international economic environment, includinq world trade, is also 

underqoinq ne;or changes. The Multilateral Trade Neqotiations of the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade ((la.TT) and the formation of tradinq blocs are among 

the most not able. 

These changes will have a serious imi::ect on the trade and economic well-beinq 

of the developing countries, especially the least developed countries. The Pliqht 

of the developing countries, and especialy the least developed countries, is ma.de 

even more difficult bv the ser iou; debt Problem resul tinq from the worseninq terms 

of trade. 

Our sea-locked island countries in the South Pacific are not immune from the 

effects of international tensions and the worrvinq trends in the world economy. As 

our Foreign Minister, Mr. Michael T. Somare, said in his address before the General 

Assembly at its forty-fourth session in October 1989, 

"Our struqqle [here in the Paci fie J is one of survival". (A/44/PV~ 30, · p. 48) 

It is a struggle to develop our people and national economies with the limited 

financial, technical and human resources available tn us. 

We shall maintain our firm commitment to keep our subreq ion of the world free 

from biq-Power rivalry and the environment free from nuclear and other activities 

which can harm, if not destroy, our reqion's resources, includinq the most 

important source of livelihood for roost Pacific Island communities: fish ald 

marine resources. 
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It is Pleasing to note that the world community is concerned about the 

preservation and protection of the environment. In the South Pacific, PaPUa New 

Guinea and other island States have ratified two important treaties that seek to 

protect our environment, namely, the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treatv and the 

Convention for the Protection of the Environment and Resources of the South Pacific. 

Taken as a package, together with fisheries and other economic arranqements 

that are being progressively put in place, they represent important cornerstones 

for the Protection of the environment in the South Pacific region aod manaqement 

and development of its vast marine resources, in accordance with the interests of 

the island communities. 

We, together with our partners in the South Pacific Forum, are mmmitted to 

the implementation of the foreqoing treaty arranqements and will continue to oppose 

all forms of nuclear activity and dumping of industrial and other toxic waste in 

the region. 
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It is our sincere hope that the industrialized world and the nuclear-power 

States will not push our interests out to the periphery of their attention because 

of other competing interests. 

The qeneral debate at the eighteenth special session has been ioost useful and 

constructive. It is our hope that the final outcome or declaration by the Assembly 

will be on the basis of universal a:>nsensus by the world conmunity. It should 

reflect the totality of society within the context of the world and the Principle 

of inteqral human development leadinq to socio-economic Prosperity, equity and 

order in the internatiooal ecooomy and internatiooal peace and securitv. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

The PRF.sIDENT: I should like to make the following announcement. 

As representatives are aware, our session was to conclude this afternoon. 

However, parsuant to consultations, and in order to provide sufficient time for the 

completion of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, it is now recommended that we 

extend the session until Monday, 30 April 1990. If I hear no objection, I shall 

take it that it is the wish of the Assembly to extend the session and bold i>lenary 

meetings on Monday. 

It was· so · decided. 
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Mr.· CABRAL (Guinea-Bissau) (interpretation from French): It is an honour 

for ~ to participate in the general debate on behalf of my country, the Republic 

of Guinea-Bissau. As nay be imagined, my first words will be addressed to the 

delegation of Namibia as we most wholeheartedly hail its admission to full-fledqed 

metrbership in the United Nations. 

Thus has ended the process of brinqinq indePendenoe to Namibia, a process 

whose twists and turns we followed sharinq the pain, sharin<:1 the anquish. We are 

overjoyed at the victory of the Namibian people. 

Our dear Namibian brothers have been courageous and noble. 'lbeir lofty sense 

of honour and their unity have earned them the resPect and admiration of all who 

today acclaim them and take pride in their achievement. 'Ibey have been valiant 

fighters, and they will, I am convinced, be qood builders as well. The struggle 

for political independence has been long and very hard-fought. 'lbe economic and 

social progress of their country will now ~mand of them just as nuch effort and 

sacrifice, if not even more. They deserve our confidence and our solidari tv. On 

behalf of my Government, I extend to them a fraternal hand and address to them our 

very best wishes foe success. 

In our view the im~rtance of this session ches not 1 ie solelv in the need fbr 

third world countries further to sensitize world PUblic opinion bv oroposinq the 

holding of a special session devoted to the issue before us. The Governments of 

developing countries, including that of GJinea-Bissau, do not intend solelv to 

strive to convince the Governments of the develoPed countries of the urgencv of 
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their providing the aid third world countries now need to overcome the eris is that 

has hit them so hard and is mortqaginq their future. 

In reality, what is at stake at this session qoes far beyond the purelv 

humanitarian dimension of the developnent aid that is among the manv challenges 

that rich and poor countries must meet together. The interdependence of nations is 

a reality that is verified everv dav and demands of all of us a new mentality and 

new attitudes in consonance with the evolution of a world underqoinq acceleratinq 

change, in which Progress, particularly in oommunications, is brinqinq peoples and 

even political reqi mes toqe ther. 

The difficulties the developinq countries are havinq as they strive to Pl.lt the 

crisis behind them and to play a useful, constructive role in world affairs result 

from the retention of inappropriate national nachinerv, which is totally beyond 

their control. 

Alas, political indePendence for these oountries has not gone hand in hand 

with the ecooomic emancipatioo that would let them ensure appropriate and 

harmonious developnent in acoordance with their aspirations. Their efforts are 

increasingly running into disparities, which, a;; they worsen, weaken their ability 

to ensure a viable level of q rowth and to take charge of their economic and social 

progress. Their inabili tv to Prevent the relentless decline in the prices for 

their raw materials, their onlv source of foreign-exchange income, stops them from 

makinq arrv Progress. Their abili tv to make budqetarv Predictions and to i111Plement 

development plans is weakened by exoqenous factors. 

External debt and high interest rates impose unbearable constraints en them. 

To reverse this situation we must urgently work toqether to oome up with solutions 

consistent with and appropriate to their Problems - notably comnodity prices, debt 

servicinq, the flo, of capital from developinq countries - and to eliminate the 

protecticnist barriers that reduce their chances to export. 
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The riqht kind of resPOnses must be nede to the essential question of human 

resources, for there can be no genuine economic emancioation or oroqress without 

the effective involvement of th<! people directly concerned. 

We feel such measures are indispensable to the restoration of their 

macro-eccnomic equilibrium and the establishment of a solid Premise for 

developnent. The socio-political reforms introduced in many different countries 

could thus be strengthened, leading to better consolidation of the onqoing Process 

of democratization, which is the guarantor of full respect for human riqhts. 

Our devotion to deroocracy and universal implementation of these principles, 

however justified, must not serve as any kind of pretext for lack of commitment. 

The understandable interest the upheaval in Eastern Europe has aroused must 

nevertheless not obsrure the situation in the rest of the world, nor must it 

adversely affect the capacity of developed countries to live up to their 

conmitments and shoulder their responsibilities. 

Each country stands to gain from abidinq by the national and international 

iurisdical norms necessary for the maintenance of world-wide ecoloqical and 

Poli ti cal equilibrium, whose Precariousness can be seen as soon as a conflict 

breaks out or a disaster strikes anywhere. 
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The distances between countries and continents no lonaer form a shield. 

Peoples and customs are cominq into closer contact with one another and merqinq 

more and more rapidlv, to the POint where health problems, such as AIDS, are 

posed. The whole international communitv must accept the implications of this 

evolution. Our past interest in other peoples must todav become a constant 

concern, because we are all affected hv evervthinq that happens around us. During 

the session of the General Assemblv devoted to consideration of narcotic drugs we 

sai., the close oonnection between production and demand, iust as we finally 

understood, al though it was already clear, the correlation between production and 

the poverty of the growers. 

We oould not imaqine livinq anywhere but on Earth, where the sky and the sea 

do not recognize frontiers, as some recent disasters have shown. The men and women 

who papulate our planet must become aware of the qravitv of the dangers facing us 

and make their peace wi. th nature. 

It is certainly di. fficul t to demand of the farmer in the Sahel that he qive up 

his charcoal, at Present his onl v source of enerav, and stot> cuttinq down trees, 

without suqqestinq alternatives to meet his basic needs. There are certainlv manv 

possibilities for co-operation in that reqard. I think, for example, of the 

introduction of almost rudimentary techniques to provide renewable enerQV sources, 

which can contribute to restorinq ecosystems and increasinq rainfall in that hard 

hit part of Africa. Certain <Evelopinq countries have, in any case, succeeded in 

mastering such technology, which should be spread far and wide in the context of 

South-South co-ooeration. 

The benefits of scientific and technological proqress should qo more to the 

have-nots, whose life expectancy is still low because of the hiqh level of infant 

rrortalitv, endemic diseases and malnutrition. Here it is worth recallinq that 
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certain countries continue to dump foodstuffs into the sea, while famine is still 

pandemic in third world countries, killinq millions of people there. 

Our work would have no meaninq if we simply described the imperfections of the 

current international economic and financial svstem. We must qo beyond simply 

statinq the facts, however relevant they may be. 

We cannot conceive of wor kinq toqether other than in a spirit of sol idar itv 

and partnership, which presupposes above all a full understandinq of the role that 

each ltllSt play. That does not mean that we in the develoPinQ countries will shirk 

our responsibilities, because, clearly~ they have been identified and recoQnized. 

I must add that a cnnsiderable number of third world countries, includinq 

G.tinea-Bissau, are resolutelv committed to implementinQ riQorous economic and 

financial measures, whose social oost is provinq to be very hiqh. 

In that connection, in our view structural adjustment is a sedative, not a 

therap,r. Because they are sufferinq, our peoples have more thinqs to worrv about 

thcl'l. taking sides in the arQument between different schools of thouQht about the 

maoaqement of the economv and development. What our people want is prices that 

re fleet the sacrifices they make to produce our raw materials. Our children want 

to see us buildinq schools - more schools - to JJUt an end to Part-time oourses and 

overcrowded classrooms. Our old people, who bear the marks of a life of privation 

and hard work, ask for a peaceful retirement without havinq to worry about 

tomorrow. Our 111omen want more hospitals and medicines to overcome infant 

mortality, which brinqs nournin0 into our homes, and to Protect our adolescents 

better. 

It is desirable - indeed, important - that the General Assembly adopt a 

declaration at the end of this session. It would be wiee fa: 1.19 to follow throuQh 

on it in a useful wav. Each country represented here must assess what is needed 
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and trv to reach our qoals throuqh constructive dialoque, devoid of anv ideoloqical 

rivalrv. Each deleqation nust prove capable of qivinq Pride of Place to a aenuine 

spirit of partnership and to propose, realisticallv and in line with the 

responsibilities that we all bear, an a-ppropr ia te proqramme of action and effective 

measures 1 ivina up to the hopes to which our deliberations q ive rise. 

In that connection, I note and welcome the oompetence and skill with \lhich the 

President is directinq our work, and the determination to achieve tanqible results 

which inspired the majority of those who took oart in the work of the Ad Hoc 

Cammi ttee, whose Chairman, Ambasssador Zepos of Greece, has earned the appreciation 

of my deleqation. 

This session nust mark a decisive phase in the oonception and formulation of a 

new Philosophy of international co-operation for develoPtMnt, based on full 

understandina of the interdependence of nations, and must in particular set the 

staqe for the next Paris Conference on the Least Developed Countries. Success will 

breathe new life into multilateralism and confirm our common desire to 0001 our 

means and resources to b.lild toqether a world that is fairer, cleaner, healthier 

and more humane. 

The PRF.sIDENT: In accordance with General Assemblv resolution 477 (Vl of 

1 November 1950, I now call on the Chairman of the Observer Deleaation of the 

L@aque of Arab States, Mr. Clovis Maksoud. 

Mr~ · !IIAKSOUD (Leaque of Arab States): That Namibia should be admitted to 

the United Nations at this special session symbolizes in a most emphatic wav the 

i nterrelationshio of political independence and the uraent need for economic 

development, besides beinq a source of joy and Pride as well as reinforcinq our 

conviction in the inevitable victory of authentic liberation nnvements. 
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That our President, a noble son of Africa, should preside over this 

consciousness-raisinq session at a moment of dramatic chanqes in the world scene 

auqurs well fOl' a dynamic and constructive role for the United Nations in this 

decade. 

Changes in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe are having a profound impact on 

global economic relations and definitely on basic economic thinking, principles and 

Priorities. These chanqes introduce new questions besides challenqinq existinq 

assumptions. The global scene havinq been recast awav from East-West polari tv into 

a North-South equation, it is crucial that we articulate the follow inq ooints. 

First, the changes are takinq place more in the North. We in the southern 

Part of the qlobe are bound to be affected bv them, althouqh we should not be 

overtaken er swamped by them. We should persist in our commitnent to our constant 

Priorities and developmental requirements. 

Secondly, we ouqht to oommunicate tD the world communitv that the mainstream 

thinking in the third world anticipated and Pronoted the present converqence of 

economic concepts we are witnessinq today. As we witness the thrust towards 

denncratization and the growth of participatory politics in Eastern Europe, it is 

imperative that the qa ins in the realm of socio-economic equalization be Protected 

and improved upan. 
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Thirdly, it is of utmost urqency that while political enfranchisement is beinQ 

enhanced in the northern part of the Qlobe, no economic disenfranchisement persists 

in the southern part. The proPensitv for freer markets in emeI'Qinq economic 

systems should be insulated from the temptations of looseness that were associated 

with the exploitative aspects of untutored capitalism. 

Fourthly, it is our belief that in most developing societies the public sector 

must remain in its requla ting but not controlling functions. The optimal balance 

between the individual and society must remain a determining guiding force. As we 

ought to avoid too much government, we must also avoid too lll.lCh privatization. In 

this respect, too, public sectors thirst for control, which led to mismanagement 

and excessive bureaucratization, which must be thwarted. The need for the public 

sector in developing societies to inject oonstraints on coercion, abuse of POWer 

and elitism, remains uppermost in the plans of their leadership. The balance to 

which we refer is required to prevent freedom from being associated with looseness 

and equality with coercion. 

If this is our broad conceptual framework, let me spell out very briefly and 

in concrete terms the problems that we face and the expectations we seek to realize. 

First, we in the Arab nation are a rich nation of pcx,r People. We are aware 

that while our proven resources of oil will increase in the next decade, we will 

have to oontinue our endeavours to ensure that our wealth addresses and ameliorates 

many parts of our vast areas of pavertv. Our institutional infrastructure should 

continue to evolve in order to ensure both its adaptability to chanQe and its 

operative role as the instrument for change. In this respect, the various Arab 

development funds are geared for this purpose - assistance for development. 
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Secondly, it is incumbent up0n the Arab States to consider that the vertical 

social stratification and the horizontal issues emerqing invariably in pluralistic 

societies have to be addressed from the optic of a coherent overall developmental 

Plan. 

Thirdly, this in turn renders reqional davices for developmental PUr'POses 

vital and essential. This taS< is beinq undertaken bv the Leaque of Arab States 

and further enhanced by the sub-national reqional qrouos and councils, such as the 

Gulf Co-operation Council, the Arab States CorPOration Council and the Maqhreb 

Corporation. 

Fourthlv, as in the case of all davelopinq countries, the northern industrial 

nations can assist in resolving some of our most pressinq problems in the followinq 

ways: industrial nations should allocate more funds for official &velopment 

assistance, along with the proposed increases in the official development 

assistance of industrial and other wealthy countries, there must be a new criterion 

for its distribution amonq countries; it will undoubtedly be fruitful to Provide 

technical assistance for those Arab countries and developing countries with 

unbearable debt burdens to identify investment projects which could help increase 

the volume of ex'POrts, furthernnre, transfer of technoloqy could help such 

countries reduce costs of Production and expand their industrial and aqricultural 

bases - with an expanding economv the Arab countries with larqe external &bts 

would not only help them meet their foreign financial obliqations but also increase 

the volume of i. nternational trade, which would in turn benefit the industrial 

nations as well: in addi t icn to b ila ter al neQo t ia t ions be tween debtors and 

Credi tors, with the purpose of writing off some of the debt, an international fund 

may be created under the auspices of the United Nations system to finance another 
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portion of the debt which can be forqiveni reschedulinq of the renaininq Portion of 

the debt mav then be rursued with a reasonably lenqthy qrace period, without having 

to attach certain conditions which may be counterproductive - to insist, for 

example, on removing all subsidies in a short period of time as a oondition for 

debt reschedulinq could be politically destabilizinq. 

This special session of the General Assent>ly has been verv useful in drawinq 

the policy outlines for restructurinq the global economv alonq lines which ouqht to 

Prevent a continued dichotomy between developed and developing societies. The . 

decade of the 1990s must Prepare all of lB to welcone the twen tv-first centurv, 

whereby we are all sufficiently develoPed institutionally in order to ensure that 

we all continue developinq towards a more equitable world communi tv. 

The intellectual ferment we are exoeriencing can auqur well for the United 

Nations svstem, which has to be the arena for cross-fertilization of ideas and 

experiences. The PUrpose can no lonqer be oonfined to a Process of familiarization 

amonq nations but, more imPortant, it must be broadened to include the nutual 

sensitivities of each other's needs and requirements. This session was definitelv 

a serious beginninq. It triqqered the quest for an overall strateqv of resPOnse to 

the new and compelling challenges of our times. 

The · PRESIDENT: In accordance with the decision taken bv the Assemblv at 

its 1st plenary meetinq, held on 23 April 1990, I now call uoon the Manaqinq 

Director of the International Monetarv Fund, Mr. Michael Camdessus. 

Mr~ · CAMDESStB ( International Monetary Fund (IMF)\ (interpretation from 

French): It isa qreat privileqe for me tobe associated with these 

deliberations. First alla.i me to say that I understand, and to a qreat extent 

share, the concern which has motivated the Assemblv throughout its work here. How, 
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indeed, can we not be concerned when we are made aware of the opPOrtuni ties of the 

1990s and see so many elements coming into play which could J:Ush the developinq 

countries - indeed, an entire continent, Africa - towards marqinali.zation? Before 

doing something about it, let us beqin by identifvinq what has qiven rise to this 

concern: that is, the manv problems we must face. 

First, there is the rather disappointing record of the 1980s, which has often 

been expounded before the Assembly. I shall therefore not qo into details hut 

merely say that~ while indeed disapoointinq~ it was a decade of contrasts: to 

situations of quasi-stagnation and even traqic recession was juxtap09ed the 

sparklinq success of others who had consistently followed judicious policies. 

Also, there was the persistence of ma ;or causes of the failure of the 1980s: 

inflation, the debt burden and protectionism. These scourqes continue to threaten 

us. 
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Last, some aspects of the most recent events add to our concerns: the 

develoµnents concerning the rise in interest rates, the development of world trade 

and the terms of trade, a dryinq up of commercial finance, OC' at least the qrawing 

reluctance of commercial banks to give loans to oountries encountering difficultv. 

These are facts. 

However, are there elements in today's situation that would allow us to 

believe that the 1990s can be years of growth for all? I believe so. I shall not 

list them all. I should like to draw the attention of ment>ers to four of them. 

PerhaPS we are not fully aware of their scope. First, clearly, there are the 

Present develoPRents in Eastern Europe. It is indeed true that while hailing the 

new turn of events, many of the developinQ countries are wondering whether, for 

them, there is not inherent in it a threat of finding themselves dangerously 

shunted aside. I would say that the result will be quite the opposite. By 

Providing us with the opportunity to support the opening up and rodernization of 

their ecmomies, the countries of Eastern Europe are in fact providinQ us with a 

unique opportunity for assisting them in a particularly substantive manner for the 

prosperity of all. Therefore, I need not emphasize the eagerness with which the 

IMF has ent>arked on fulfillinq that task. Members are aware of the magnitude of 

our programmes at the Present ti~ in Poland, Hungary and Yuqoslavia, and the 

positive develoJJnents in the steps taken by Czechoslovakia and Bulqaria to join the 

programmes. 

A second JX>sitive element of the 1990s is a relaxation of international 

tension and, as a result, a reduction in militarv expenditures, expenditures which 

were a source of considerable waste in the developing countries and elsewhere. 

This OPens realistic prosPects for economic proqress, so lonq as the due priori tv 

is given to this redepl~ent or reduction of public expenditures. 
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The third positive element is one that I would call the silent revolution in 

economic thought. Here I am referring to the ever broader consensus which is 

emerqing in the world on the nature of a reascnable ecooomic strateqy and the fact 

that there is no miracle solution, and on the rejection of the illusion and the 

paralysis of exclusive State manaqement. In a sense, a new kind of economic wisdom 

is coming to the fore and PeoPles who have suffered so terribly in terms of their 

1 iving standards because of less responsible approaches to the problem should be 

the true beneficiaries. The fourth and last element is the following: more and 

more voices are being raised in order to demand more denocracv in the developing 

countries. This is indeed a good sign for future economic reforms. I know that 

this is a controversial idea and I am quite aware of the risks involved in the 

democratization process, but I am oonvinced that develoP!nents towards political 

pluralism and more responsible forms of qovernment which reject arbitrary policies 

can contribute to the success of economic refor11B, even if there are certain 

inevitable costs in the imnediate present. 

Here, therefore, are four new elements for our decade. These are some of the 

essential elements of what I would call a new deal. If we know h01,1 to use them in 

a renewed spirit of solidarity, we can nake of the end of this centurv a decade of 

Progress for all mankind. Bow can we do this? By qoinq back to the two 

fundamental principles of international economic co-operation. First, each country 

bears Primarv responsibility for its own proqress and its strategy, but secondlv, 

each time a oountrv sets reasonable growth objectives and does all in its PoWer to 

improve its situation, the rest of the international community owes it all 

necessary support. We must transform these fundamental principles into a new 

contract for international co-operation and the two aspects I have mentioned must 

be treated with equal &termination, energetic economic-reform µ:,licies and renewed 

support for development efforts. 
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I shall refer briefly to what I consider to be aPProPriate policies. These 

are policies ~signed to assist non-inflationarv and sustainable growth, while 

recognizing that we need to expand the very concept of qrowth. We need clearlv to 

have regular and non-inflationary qrowth, since there is no other way to a genuine 

improvement in standards of 1 ivinq. But that growth must be qualitative growth, 

and this concept transcends the narrow boundaries of P.Conomies, because it affects 

social iustice, which must be strengthened, and the environment, which must be 

protected. This also implies the active participation of all strata of the 

population in the choice and implementation of that qrowth as a collective 

undertaking. This, I believe, has been emphasized repeatedly over the last few 

days. Growth transcends the sphere of the ecooomy arrl oenetra tes into the social 

and J:t>litical areas of life. I should have liked more time to develop for merrbers 

the consequences which seem to me to flow from this. This in no way implies a more 

Permissive ooncept of economic Policy, a concept which would allow one to PUt off 

forever adiustment efforts. On the contrary, I think that if this is taken 

seriously, it will enable us to ooen up imP'.'.>rtant prospects for imProvinq the 

living conditions of the world's peoples, but it implies that we must qet down to 

work immediately, since any form of delav in economic efforts makes the inevitable 

efforts at recovery even more problematical i a "watch and wait" policv paves the 

way to demagogy. 

I am glad to say that in the more than 50 countries with which we work, 

Governments are increasinqlv coming to understand these needs and are trvinq to 

help their peoples understand them as well. However, I should also like to sav 

that where such policies are applied, international supp0rt must follow. 
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It must come in the form of increased efforts to free international trade. 

The minimum dutv of the international community is to ensure success for the 

Uruguay Round. An effort is also required of the qr eat industrialized countries to 

Perceive and take further into account the qlobal aspects of their a,,n economic 

policies. They have it in their qrasp to contribute to a vital fall in interest 

rates throuqhout the world. Thev can t'h so if thev apply to themselves the fiscal 

discipline we are recommendinq to the rest of the world. If that is done, then 

clearly financial supPOrt must also be soeedilv set up in the requisite 

Proportions. 

I am obviously not referrinq to the necessarv flot of private caoital, which 

countries experiencinq difficulties must do all in their power to facilitate and 

foster. I am speakinq in particular of efforts to sustain the necessary levels of 

official support. I must tell vou that our experience with all countries in which 

we work is that there is a minimum threshold of support by the international 

community below which structural adjustment proqrammes have no chance of success. 

Therefore, I believe that we need stepped-up efforts for official development 

assistance. We also need to pursue a strengtheninq of our debt strateav, which has 

already yielded A:lrticularlv outstandinq results in Mexico, for examPle, and in 

certain other countries. I am sure that if the strateqv is consistently aoplied 

the debt may remain - doubtless for some time to oome - an acute problem but one 

with which we can cope. 

In any case, as far as the IMF is concerned, it will d) all in its oower to 

make its contribution, so lonq ac; it is qiven the means to do so. That will be the 

topic of the talks to take Place in Washinqton, D. C. in the next few days 

concerning an increase in our quotas. 
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I apoloqize for havinQ perhapa Qone beyond my time-limit, but I wanted to 

share both mv concerns and my hopes - hopes that with this newly acquired wisdom, 

this new deal and this new contract we can help to improve human conditions 

throughout the world. The challenqes are enornous, but so are the oPDOrtunities. 

Let us paol our efforts in order better to take advantaQe of these opportunities. 

AGENDA l'l'EM 3 (continued) 

CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES 'ro THE EIGHTEENTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

( b) REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS ~MITTEE ( A/S-18/13) 

The PRESIDENT: I now invite members to turn their attention to the draft 

resolution recommended by the Credentials Committee in paragraph 19 of its repart. 

I shall now call on those deleqations wishing to speak in explanation of vote 

on the recommendation of the Credentials Committee. Mav I remind deleqations that, 

in accordance with General Assembly decision 34/401, explanations of vote are 

1 imi ted to 10 minutes and should be made by delegations from their sea ts. 

Mr. OORESHI (Pakistan) : In reQard to the report of the Credentials 

Committee before the General Assembly in cbcument A/S-18/13 of 26 April 1990, my 

delegation wishes to put on record its formal reservatiom to the credentials of 

the delegation representing Afghanistan at the eighteenth special session of the 

General Assembly, devoted to international economic co-operation, in particular to 

the revitalization of economic growth and develoPment of develoPing countries. 

In view of the decision taken bv the Organization of the Islamic Conference 

and the realities of the situation in Afghanistan, Pakistan continues to abide by 

its policy of withholding recognition of the regime in Kabul. 

Mr. AL-St.MAID! (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic): In 

mv capacity as Chairman of the Arab Group for April 1990, on behalf of Jordan, the 

United Arab Emirates, 'Bahrain, Tunisia, Algeria, the Libvan Arab Jamahiriya, 



J'B/18 A/S-18/PV. 9 
78 

(Mr. Al-Sawaidi, United Arab 
Emirates) 

the Syrian Arab Republic, the Yemen Arab Republic, Djibouti, Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, 

Oman, Oatar, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, the Kinc,:lom of Saudi Arabia, Mauritania and 

Denncratic Yemen and on behalf of the State of Palestine, I should like to place on 

record our reservations on the credentials of the deleqation of Israel to the 

eiqhteenth sPecial session of the General Assembly. 

More than four decades have elaPSed since Israel's admission as a Menber of 

the United Nations. During that Period, it has proven ooequivocallv that it is not 

a peace-loving State, in contravention of the provisions of the Charter, 

particularly Article 4. Israel has not fulfilled its obliQations and has flouted 

all the resolutions of the General Assent>ly and the Security Council ooncerninq the 

question of Palestine and all th! problems related to it. 

I should like to recall General Assent>ly resolution ES-9/1 which states that 

Israel's record and actions establish conclusively that it is not a peace-lovinQ 

Ment>er State and that it has not carried out its obliqations under the Charter. In 

that liQht, we should like to place on record our reservations on the credentials 

of the delegation of Israel to the eiqhteenth SPeCial session of the General 

Assembly. 

The reasons for those reservations are as foll01o1s. First, Israel has not 

complied with the relevant Security Council resolutions m the question of 

Palestine, the situation in the Middle East and the question of Lebanon, thus 

violatinq Article 25 of the Charter. 

Secondly, Israel has not implemented the relevant General Assent>ly resolutions 

on the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle East, which call for 

the achievement by the Palestinian people of its inalienable r iqhts, includi nQ t.he 
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riqht of return, the riqht to self-de termination and the riqht to establish its own 

State in Palestine. Those resolutions also urqe an end to Israeli occupation of 

the Arab territories, in accordance with the Principle of the non-acceptance of the 

acquisition of territory by force. Thus, we call for Israel's withdrawal from all 

the occupied territories, includinq Jerusalem and the Svrian Arab Golan Heiqhts. 
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Third, Israel's non-implementation of the resolutions of the General Assembly 

concerning the other sub-items on Palestine and the situation in the Middle East. 

Fourth, Israel's violation of human riqhts in the occupied Arab and 

Palestinian territories, includinq Jerusalem, and in particular its violation of 

the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949. Here I would 

mention in Particular the escalation of Israeli repression since the eruption of 

the inti fadah of the Arab Palestinian people in occupied Palest in iai territories 

and of the populations of the occupied Arab territories. 

Fifth, Israel's annexation of Jerusalem and the Syrian Arab Golan Heiqhts, in 

violation of the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the norms and 

rules of international law. 

Sixth, Israel's continued acts of aggression against Arab States and the 

expansion of its acts of aggression in the Middle East. 

Seventh, Israel's continued collaboration with the racist regime in South 

Africa, particularly in the nuclear and economic fields. 

Eighth, the fact that the credentials of the Israeli deleqation were issued in 

the occupied city of Jerusalem, which is a violation of Securi tv Council 

resolutions, in particular resolution 478 (1980), as well as of relevant resolution 

of the General Assembly, in particular resolution 35/169 E of 15 December 1980. 

For all those reasons, we wish once again to express our reservations with 

reqard to the credentials of the deleqa tion of Israel. 

Mr.· VAN· SOIAIK (Netherlands): Mil Government welcomes the report of the 

Credentials Cammi ttee (A/S-18/13) and hopes that it will be adopted without a 

vote. We would 1 ike, however, to state that adoption of that re'POrt can in no way 

be interpreted as support for a Government of which the Khmer Rouqe forms a part. 
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Meanwhile, the Netherlands Government fullv supports the ongoinQ efforts 

towards a comprehensive, Peaceful settlement of the conflict in Cant>odia. 

The · PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in explanation of vote 

before the votinci. 

The Assembly will now take action on the recommendation of the Credentials 

Committee contained in paraqraPh 19 of its report. 

In the Credentials Committee the draft resolution was adopted without a vote. 

May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to proceed in the same manner? 

The· draft · resolation · was· adopted · ( resolation · S-18/2). 

The·PRESIDENT: I shall now call en those delegations wishing to speak in 

explanation of vote after the voting. May I remind delegations that, in accordance 

with General Assembly decision 34/401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 

minutes and should be made by delegations from their sea ts. 

Mr; ·H~EZ·J40S(lJERA (Cubal (interpretation from Spanish): Mv delegation 

would like to Place on record the fact that we do not recognize either the 

so-called Government of the Republic of Panama or its representatives in this 

Assent>lv. The current Panamanian Government was im1X>sed by United States invasion 

trooPs last December, and the credentials of its rePresentatives are not 

legitimate. They do not represent the interests of the Panamanian people, and we 

should like clearlv to express our reservations in this regard. 

Mr. N)TERDADIE (Belgium) (interpretation from French): The General 

Assembly has just adopted, without a vote, the report submitted by the Credentials 

Conrnittee. I should like to make it clear that Belgium's position should not be 

interpreted as implicit recognition of the present Kabul regime. 

~reover, Belgium, which has no diplomatic relations with any of the regimes 

in Cambodia, would again like to reiterate its opPOsition to the return to po,,er of 
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the Khlner Rouge, which is respcnsible for genocide, as it did earlier in its 

explanation of vote with regard to resolution 44/22. My country would once again 

reaffirm its total condemnation of the Khlner Rouge and the atrocities of which it 

is guilty. 

Mr. CORR (Ireland): With regard to the report of the Credentials 

Committee the delegation of Ireland wishes to recall that in the past it has 

abstained on the issue of Cambodian credentials. My delegation has also on every 

occasion expressed its abhorrence of the genocidal policies of the Pol POt regime. 

My delegation believes that the credentials issue is best addressed in the regular 

session of the General Assembly. In addition, the future of Cambodia is at present 

the subject of international oonsultations. 

The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in explanation of vote 

after the voting. 

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise of the 

right of the reply. May I remind lft!mbers that, in accordance with General Assembly 

decision 34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 

10 minutes for the first intervention, and to five minutes for the second, and 

should be made by delegations from their seats. 

Mr. ROSHAN-RAWAAN (Afghanistan): Just a few minutes ago we heard yet 

another slanderous statement against my country by the representative of Pakistan 

and a couple of other representatives. 

First, I would 1i ke categorically to reject what was stated by those 

representatives. I would not have taken the very precious time of this meeting 

simply to respond to rhetoric. What the representative of Pakistan said was 

rhetorical in form only. In content, it was yet another reflection of the 

aggressive policies pursued by the military establishment of Pakistan. That 

military establishlnent is the source of destabilization in our region. After 
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interfering in the internal affairs of Afqhanistan for over a decade, it has now 

also started interfering in the internal affairs of vet another neiqhbour, India. 

That military establishment is the source of all the troubles of the Pakistani 

people themselves. That establishment does not rePresent the true wishes of the 

people of Pakistan. The Pushtuns, the Baluchis, the Sindhis and the Muhajir 

represent only their own vested interests, and the representative of Pakistan who 

spoke on their behalf expressed their aggressive nature. 

After a very humil ia tinq defeat in Bangladesh cl'ld after the verv humilia tinq 

failure of their conspiracies and intrigues against mv countrv, and particularly 

after the defeat at Jalalabad and the recent coup, those circles have resorted to 

rhetoric and policies to destabilize the req ion. 
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These are the circles that have provided false information to other countries 

concerninq the true situation in rur reqion, the true situation on oor borders and 

in our countrv. 'nlev have even betrayed their own friends and allies bv providin0 

them with Propaqanda instead of i.nforma tion~ resul tinq in 001 icies that have 

complicated the situation in mv country. Given true Political will, this situation 

would not be verv difficult to resolve~ 

I have referred to what hapPened in Jalalabad and, reoentlv, in Kabul. Let me 

briefly add this, Nhat saved the day in Jalalabad wag the Afqhan nation - the 

Afghan nation as a whole. Onlv a snall number of extremists in the service of the 

Inter-Service Intelliqence (ISI) decided to open fire on their brethren. Even rnanv 

commanders inside Afqhan is tan refused to do that, thev refused to obev the orders 

issued bv the Pakistani Inter-Service Intelliaence. What saved the dav was the 

valour, decisiveness and unitv of a nation which is 5,000 vears old. I should like 

to ask the representative of Pakistcl'I this, where were these militarv circles in 

Pakistan when we defeated colonialism in rur reQion, for the first time, and 

Provided a qood example for other nations to rise uP for their riqhts? 

The representative of Pakistan arroqated to himself the ri0ht to speak some 

verv slanderous words about this proud nation with a verv lonq history and 

civilization. I want to remind the representative of Pakistan that the peoole of 

this nation are at one in their desire to develop their countrv, to have at their 

disp0sal all the possibilities of a nodern oountrv. Pakistan cannot imJX>se on 

Afqhanistan a return to the Dark Aqes. I believe that all mv COlllPatriots 

throuqhout the world - in Western F.urope, here in the United States of America, and 

elsewhere - will not allow Pakist.an to im00se on Afqhanistan a retucn to the Dark 

Pak is tan nust foroo the JX>l icv of trvina to have a verv weak Afahan is tan as a 

nei qhbour ~ For its own qood, Pak is tat must trv to 1 ive with its nei 0hbour s -
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India and Afqhanistan. lie are in the same reqion. tte have to understand and 

co-operate with each other. 

Similarly, it was the valour, the heroism of a nation with a lonq historv and 

civilization that cane to the fore in Kabul when a nunt>er of lackeys of Pakistan's 

Inter-Service Intelliqenoe tried to mount a coup. I must tell the representative 

of Pakistan that since the failure of this attenu>ted couo the AfQhan armv has 

cleansed itself of the lackevs of the Pakistani ISi. It will deal crushinq blows 

to anv force that intrudes from Pakistan into AfQhanistan. 

The relationship between the coup1akers· in Kabul and the extremist forces in 

Peshawar has aqain awakened the Afqhan nation. It knows that there is an enemv in 

its midst, that this enemv wants to keeo lt in the Dark Aqes, that this enemv does 

not want Afqhanistm, to have peace, that this enemv does not want the Afqhan nation 

to oome toqether, that this enemv is not allowinQ the Afqhan nation to solve its 

oroblens in its own wav, that this enemy is interfering in the countrv's internal 

affairs and brinqinq sufferinq to the i:,eople~ includinq children, women and the 

elderly, that this enemv is destrovinq our econonr,. So the nation has awakened. 

It knows who its enemv ia. It knows what the problem is. It is qoinq to solve the 

problem. But it is in the interest of all of us in the reqion, particularlv 

Pakistan, to understand the realities. It is in Pakistan's interest to oome to 

terms with its neiqhbours and decide to live, for once in the entire existence of 

Pak is tan, in i>eace with its neiqhbours. 

The present ~l icv has brouqht a qrea t deal of suffer ina to the i>eoole of 

Afqhanistan, but also to the people of Pakistan. We all kna, that a fe,, ft>nths aao 

there was an elec"tion in Pakistan. The people of Pakistan went to the ballot boxes 

and they chose their own civilian leadershi:o. Unfortunatelv. however, the fact 

renains that the militarv is not back in itR barracks, it is not attendinq to its 

own mill tary affairs, it is con trollinq Pakistan's policies. 'lhis has prevented 



BCT/PLJ A/S-18/PV~ 9 
88 

(Mr~ · Roshan-Rawaan; · Afqhan is tan) 

the emerQence of qenuine denocracv in Pakistan and has increased the sufferinq and 

the suppress ion of various nationalities in Pak is tan - the Pushtuns, the Baluchis, 

the Muhajir, the Sindhis. 'lbese militarv circles have i111p0sed their own policv, 

based on interference an~ intervention in and aqqression aciainst our country. I 

must remind the representative of Pakista-1 that this policy cannot win anvthiM. 

Jalalabad proved that, Kabul proved that. Even when Jalalabad introduced its own 

military battalions into the fiqhtinq, this was not able to save the dav for the 

Pak is tan i IS I. 

Pakistan nust recoqnize that there is a nation livinq beside it as a 

neiqhbour. We want friendshiP with the people of Pakistan. We are friends of the 

People of Pak is tan~ We have a lonq common history. We have a ex>mmon culture. We 

have a oommon lanquaqe. There is no reason for: IS to be enemies. I do not believe 

for a second that the people of Pakistan want to be enemies of the ceople of 

Afqhanistan. It is this small militarv circle that has taken the fate of a oroud 

Pakistani nation into its hands which is creatinq all these problenB for 

Afqhanistan, for India and for other neiqhbours. 

Mr~ · (IJRESHI (Pakistan): Mv deleqation is speakinq with qreat reluctance 

in reply to the totally unnecessarv, baseless, false alleqations of the 

representative of the Kabul reqime. Olr reluctance is not based on an inabilitv to 

make an effective rebuttal to those alleqationss it is simPlv that my deleqation 

does not want to extend any sent>lance of diqnitv to the statement made bv the Kabul 

re pre sen tat ive. 

M, deleqation cateqorically reiects e11ervthinq said bv the Afqhan 

representative. Pakistan continues - and the world is aware of this - to abide bv 

the principles of non-intervention enshrined in the United Nations Charter and bv 

the Non-Aliqned Movement. 
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~ deleqation will limit itself to sayinq that. We do not want to take any 

more of the Assembly's precious time. 

Mr~ · 103HAN-RAWAAN (Afqhanistan): I am not qoinq to reply to the 

rhetorics to which the representative of Pakistan resorted. What he said was 

totally baseless, and there is no need for me to rePlY to it. 

Instead, I should like to extend en invitation to this deleqation from a 

neiqhbour inq country. We have been di scussinci here the question of develoPment, 

particularly the development of countries such ~ mine and his. As we said in our 

statement in the qeneral d!bate, one of the causes of the economic oroblens in our 

reqion is the fact that there are circles in Pakistan, in the frontier area, amonq 

the extremist forces of the Afghan OPJ:X>sition, that are dealinq ln illicit druqs. 

We all kno, that. Verv precious land needed for feedinq the people of Afcihanistan 

is under the oontrol of these extremist forces and is beinQ used to cultivate 

variom tyoes of illicit druQs, Particularly opium. This opium is beinQ shipped 

via Pakistan to other countries, particularly in Europe and North America. M<I 

invitation to the deleqation of Pakistcn is this: For the sake of decencv, let us 

co-operate to eradicate this source of sufferinq on the part of other peoples. Let 

us pr09e to the people of the United States of America, of Canada, of Western 

Europe that we are a civilized oeople, that we do not want to qet fat off the 

sufferinQ of other people by resortinq to illicit traffickinci in narcotic druqsi 

that we do not want to live on nonev made in that way. 
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For the sake of solvinq this Problem, which is also affectinQ our people -

there are addicts in Pakistan and addicts in ll'f,' country - I invite the 

rePresentative of Pakista, to co-operate with tS in this reQard. 

In conclusion, I should also like to add that mv acceptance of the rePOrt of 

the Credentials Committee must not be construed as mv deleQation's acceptance of 

the representatives of Pakistan as the qenuine representative of the peoPle of 

Pakistan. As I said in mv previous statement, they are rePresentinq only the 

military establishment of Pakistan, which is not suPPOrted by the people of 

Pakistan. 

The· PRESH>ENT: We have now concluded our consideration of aqenda item 3. 




