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I. IllTERII I FUHD

1. The United Nations Interim Fund for Gcience and Technology for Dcvelor-r.l'nt
(hereinafter referred to as the Interim Fund), establish~d by th~ Gen~r~l 1\~~~1bly
at it s thirty··fourth session shall operate as an identifiable nnd :lcparateo FunJ and
as an organ of the General Assembly in accordance uith the provisio!1:O zet forth udo·r.

n. PURPOSE OF 'I'HE INTERn' FtJrrD

2. SUbject to the provisions of paraGra~hs 31 to 51 below, the ai~3 nnj obJ~ctivc~

of the Interirt Fund and the puruoses for vhich its resources sb11 be u~eJ nrt' to
provide teChnical and capital assistance to Governoents and ori.~ni:3tion~ in
accordance with the provisions of paraGraph 8 below, for activiti~z ai~~j at
promoting the objectives and ir:plementinc the ~easures recc~,;.(>nic,j in t~e ViC'r,:1.1
Pro~ramMe of Action on Science and TechnolOGY for Develoc~ent. a/ as ~et o~t in
section I of the PrograI:lIlle of Action, entitled ·'Stren.:theni~ tf"e ::ocientific a~j
teChnological capacities of the developinG cou!ltrics" end section II (.'~tit1cJ

"Restructuring the existing pattern of international scit>ntific :'\r.J t(,c~~"1,J1ccic"\1
relations a, as endors~d by the General Asse~bly, and 3~ ::m ir.t(';~r:ll prt of tl:e
establishment of the nell international econc:;ic order, ir.~.E'~ ~!.h:

(a) To strenr,then the endogenous ~cientific anJ tec1mo1.;l,:ic:ll cj,racitic::o Jf
the develoDin~ countries'
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(b) To promote the strengthenin~ of international co-oneration in the field

of science and technolo~ for development by, inter alia: -

(i) Promoting co-operative arrangements through wll.Lch developed countries
may more effectively support and facilitate the internal efforts of
,developinB countries to achieve development through the establishment
and strengthening of their scientific and technoloBical capacities;

(ii) Supporting co-operation among developing countries at the subregional~

regional and interregional levels·

(c) Pendin~ thp coming into operation of the United Nations Financing System
for Science and Technology for Development, to support, promote and initi ate if
appropriate during the interim period, the activities necessary to prepare for
future efforts to strengthen the scientific and technological capacities of the
developinB countries.

Ill. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

3. The Interim Fund shall operate in accordance with the following principles:

(a) The provisions of assistance shall be in conformity with the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United 'Nations and within the framework of
the pr,-.orities of the recipient developing countries:

(b) The assistance furnished by the Interim Fund shall not be a means of
foreign economic and political interference in the internal affairs of the country
ur countries concerned and shall not be accompanied by any conditions of a
political nature:

(c) The resources available to the Interim Fund shall be used to support
projects and programmes of the developing countries at tne national ~ subregicnal~

regional and interregional levels, takipg due account of the need to ensure
adequate linkaees between institutions at the national~ sUbrep,ional, regional and
interregional levels and between these and the productive sectors of the country
or region cOt'lc~rneclt and taking into account, inter alia, the need to tn.ke Epecia.l
measures to meet the urgent and specific problems of the least developed~ land­
locked~ island and most seriously affected developinp- countries and the need to
overcome poverty and to accelerate the development of the developinB countries as
,~ell as other criteria to be adopted by the Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technology for Development;

(d) nue t:l.ccount shall be taken? in the use of the resources of the Interim
Fund, of t'1(~ need for an appropriate balance between activities to meet the urgent
needs of the developing countries for assistance in the field of science and
technology and ~ctivities to ~~ the basis for a sustained effort, over the next
decade) to build up and strengthen the scientific and technological capacities of
the dl":veloping countries, including co-operative undertakinr-:s in the field of
scienc~ and technology tor development·

(e) The assistance provided by the Interim Fund to individual countries shall
be provided in response to the requests of the Governments concerned;
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(f) For intercountr,y projects and programmes, the assistance provided by the
Interim Flmd shall be provided in response to requirements as defined by the
countries concerned, twtinr, due account of paragraphs 80 and 81 of the Vienna
Programme of Action~

(g) Sllbject to the provlslons of subparaeraphs (e) and (f) above, the
activities supported by the Interim Fund shall be co-ordinated with and should not
duplicate activities of bilateral and multilateral programmes for science and
technology) including those of the component parts of the United Nations system'

(h) Assistance from the Interim Fund shall be given in a flexible manner, and
due account shall be taken, in the management of the Interim Fund, of the need to
promote innovative approaches and accelerated procedures so as to be fully
responsive to the programme action over the interim period:

(i) The r~sources of the Interim Fund may be used to provide assistance,
capital and technical, to promote international collaboration in the field of
science and technology;

(j) The Interim Fund shall actively promote effective investment and other
follou··up to its activities? and shall assist the developing countries in obtaining
financial resources for scientific and tech~ological activities from other sources'

(k) Measures shall be taken to ensure that the releva~t expertise existine
in the United nations system and in the develop~d and the Jevelopine countries
should be made available in the identification, formulation, a~praisal, execution
and evaluation of the projects and pro~rammes supported by the Interim F~~do

IV. BASIC ACTIVITI~S

~" ~1ithin the limits of the resources prospectively available and of the interim
period envisaged, the assistance provided by the Interim Fund in accordance with
the provisions of puragraph 8 beloH shall support a broad range of activities
envisaged in the Vienna ProGramme of Action to strene;then the scientlfic and
technological capacities of the developin~ countries ann likely to contribute to
the restructuring of the existinr; pattern of international scientific ancl
technoloeical relations, including? inter alia, the creation and/or stren8thening
of policY''omakine; capacity for scient-ific and technoloeical matters: the review of ~
and international exchanr,e of experience and information on~ issues related to
science and technoloGY for development; the establishment of appropriate ler,al;
aQ~inistrative, fiscal and institutional machinery and the services required to
carry out the process of scientific and technological development' the establishment
and strenethening of national capacities for the assess~ent~ selection~
acquisition and adaptation of foreign technology and expertise the monitoring of
future scientific and technolocical activities to assess their impact) including
negative impact, on the developing countries; the preparation of action programmes aimed
at stren~thening the scientific and ~echnological capacities of developing
countries both individually end on a co·-operative basis ~ the establishment and
improvement of national? subrer,ional~ reeional end global information centres)

/ ...



netuorks and systems to meet:- particularly, the needs of developing countries; the
establishment of global and interreGional projects in science and technology. for
development; the education and training of the human resources required at all
levp.ls to renerate and implement science and technology development policies~

plans) pro::;ra.."'1!TleG and proj ects the promotion of basic and applied research:
application and pilot testin~ ann the diffusicn of innovative technology~ the
promotion) through the application of science and technology, of the use of
natural resources for national~ subregional and regional development~ the
facilitation of the transfer of technology from developed to developinp countries;
the promotion of activities related to the socio-cultural implications of science
and technology for development: the takine of a limited number of high-rislc, high··
potential) research and development projects: the undertaking of international
co-operation projects in research, development and application, and in training in
relation to problems of particular importance to developing countries in the
field of science and technoloeY,

V. PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERIH FtJl\TD

5. Participation in the Interim Fund shall be open to all States.

VI. GENERAL OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS

1. Forms of co-operation

6. In the pursuance of its objectives) the Interim Fund may provide assistance,
as ap~ropriate) to projects or proGrammes in fields such as those mentioned in
para3raph 4 above) at the country and intercountry level) through, .inter alia,
one or a combinqtion of several of the following: (a) the services of experts and
consultants, including· operational personnel: (b) the provision of equipment or
supplies~ (c) scholarships and fellowships or other arrangements under which
c~nGinates from developin~ countries may study or receive training, within other
developing countries or in developed countries: (d) assistance for research~

development and the testing of products and processes an<l for pilot production~

(e) supporc for basic and applied research, includin~ support for the creation.
adaptation or application of technolo~y in developing countries~ (f) support for
the strengtheninG of existin~ and the creation of new research institutions~

(~) sUlIPort for activities conducive to the acquisition of scientific potential)
and the acquisition of operative technology and knovT· -hmT~ (h) survey pilot
projects, technical tests ~ e~~~)eriments ancl research' (i) support for the
(1issemination of' the results of research development and pilot projects both
within and arr,onc developing countries: (j) support to improve both the access of
the clevelopin~ countries to scieEtific and technical information) and their
ability to use it in the process of development' (k) the use of the Interim Fund
to mobilize additional resources of all kinds to support or follow up the
activities of developing countries in the fieln of science and technology for
development· (1) such other and further assistance as may, in the opinion of the
Intergovernmental Committee) be considered consistent with the objectives of the
Interim Fund, taking into account the form of assistance requested by Governments.
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7. The assistance referred to in paragraph 6 above to be extended by the Interim
Fund from its resources shall be on a grant basis. 1.:n the light of experience of
the operations of the Interim Fund j the Inter~overnmentalCommittee shall provide
policy cuidel~nes on whether any capital assistance extended by the Fund shall be
on a loan or on a refundable basis.

2. Eligibility

8. Assistance from the Interim Fund may be given:

(a) To the Governments of all States or groups of States:

(b)" To organizations eligible for assistance from the United Nations
Development Programme. in accordance with the objectives of the Vienna Pror,ramme
of Action'

(c) To additional orcanizations which may be deemed by the Intereovernmental
Committee to be eligible for assistance in accordance with the objectives of the
Programme of Action;

(d) At the request of a Government or Governments of such States;

(i) To an entity havin~ public or private juridical personality within the
territory of such States, includin~, inter alia, existin~ or new
research institutes which are enGaGed in basic or applied scientific and
technolor,ical research for development'

(ii) To regional or subregional governmental organizations possessing
juridical personnJ.ities.

9. The recipient Governments, organizations and institutions referred to in
parar,raph 8 above should ensure that the assistance furnished by the InteriM F~~d

is used in an effective manner and ilJ accordance with the purposes for uhich it
is approved.

10. Recipient Governments, organi7.ations and institutions shall maintain the
records required by the Interim Fund in cOIlnc:xlon with the administration of its
assistance.

I ...
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VII. RESOURCES OF THE FUND

11. The resources of the Interim Fund shall consist of voluntary contributions
by Governments. The Interim Fund shall also be empowered to receive contributions
from international organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, and from
other private sources. No limitation may be imposed by such donors on the use
of donations in a specific recipient country, by a specific agency or for a
specific project. Furthermore, while contributions may be accepted on an
annual basis, it is desirable, in view of the two years' duration of the Fund,
that cor.tributions be pledged or indicated for two years. Contributions in
kind may be accepted by the Interim Fund w~ere the Administrator considers it
appropriate to accept them.

12. Contributions pledged to the Int.erim Fund shall be payable as early as
possible and every effort should be made to pay within six months following the
pledge.

13. Cash contributions shall be made in convertible currencies or in currency
readily usable by the Interim Fund.

14. To the end that the multilateral character of the Interim Fund shall be
strictly respected, no contributing country shall receive special treatment with
respect to its contribution nor shall negotiations for the use of its currency
take place between contributing and receiving countries.

15. Taking into account the financial situation of the country concerned,
recipient Governments shall normally be expected to finance a considerable part
of the local currency cost of rroj ects.

16. Trust funds may be established for specific purposes consistent with the
policies, aims and activities of the Interim Fund.

11. Assistance provided by the Interim Fund will be aimed, inter alia, at
broadening the financial means available to strengthen the scientific and
technoloeical capacities of the developing countries. For this purpose, the
IL1terim Fund may enter into joint financing arrangements with multila.teral,
bilateral, public or private sources to support projects approved by the Fund.

VIII. ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEl1ENT

18. The organization and management of the Interim Fund are designed to ensure
~aximum efficiency in the use of the Fund's resources.

1. Inter~ovcrnmental arrangements

19. ~he policy euidelines for the Interim Fund will be established by the
G,'-ncrnl ASSPr:1bly at its thirty-fourth session; guidelines of the Intergovernmental
CO~:-J':littcr' \,;ill also be established "Then it starts its meetings. The
TnsC'l'L<)VP1'wn p ntAl rUTilmi.tl,c~ ..,Till revj~toT~ as n separate item of its agena.a,
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the policies and progress of the Interim Fut~d and will provide the necessary
directives and guidance. In this connexion, the Administrator, in consultation
"rith the Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
shall, durine the interim period, submit to the Intergoverrffi!cn~alCo~ittpe annual
repo~ts on the ~plemcntation of these policies. He shall also report annually
to the Intergovernmental Committee on the progress of the operations of the
Interim Fund.

20. The Administrator shall sUbmit, during the interim period, annual reports
to the Governing Council of UUDP on the operations and management of the Interim
Fund.

21. The Intergovernmental Committee shall, in turn, review the reports referred
to above on the progress and performance of the Interim Fund and shall make its
report to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council.

2. The Administrator

22. The Interim Fund shall be administered by the Administrator of the
United Nations Development Programme, who shall exercise his functions under
the policy guidance of the General Assembly and the Intergovernmental Committee
and under the operational management of the Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme. The Administrator shall have over-all responsibility and
be accountable for all phases and aspects of the operations of the Interim Fund.
He shall establish clear lines of responsibility for the direction of the Interim
Fund. The Administrator shall appoint the staff for the Intnrim Fund, on the
delegation of authority by the Secrethry-General and in accordance with the
Staff Regulations adopted by the General Assembly. The selection of the staff
and consultants shall be made in accordance with the relevant provisions of
the Char;ter or the United Nations. The Admiv.istrator shall have authority on
behalf of the Interim Fund to enter into contracts and agreements with Goverlments,
organizations, and persons.

3. Staff and other administrative matters

23. The General Assembly shall provide the Administrator with the necessary
resources for the initial preparatory respvnsibility until the Interim Fund is
in operation.

24. The administrative expenses of the Interim Fund, once it becomes operational,
will be met from its own resources.

25. The Interim Fund will operate with the minimum staff required to perform
thp. functions assiened to it by the General Assembly. Its staff shall be
a!:H'0.mbled as expeditiously as possible and commensurat~ with its resources
and volume of operations 1'01' t;h".. :in+,~rjm p~riod.

,
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26. In the operations of the Interim Fund, the Administrator will use, to the
extent feasible, the capacities, including human resources, available within the
United Nations Development Programme and in other parts ef the United Nations
system.

4. Co-operation with organizations of
the United Nations system

27. (a) The Interim Fund shall establish and maintain close and continuous
working relationships with the organizations of the United Nations system, in
particular, /the new and distinct organizational entity for science and
technology for development~/ the specialized agencies and other United Nations
entities concerned, including the regional commissions, in order to give full
expression to the Vienna Programme of Action; and

(b) the AQ~inistrator shall take measures to ensure the involvement, as
appropriate, of the specialized agencies and United Nations entities concerned
in the identification, formulation, appraisal, execution and evaluation of
projects.

5. Use of consultants

28. The Administrator should use the expertise available in the United Nations
syst(m~ in so far as it would minimize consultancy expenses. The AQ~inistrator

may also obtain the services of expert consultants and consulting organizations
in order to advise him on the activities of the Fund whose cost will be charged
to the Interim Fund. It should be ensured to the maximum extent practicable these
services would be obtained from the developing countries.

29. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 27 the Administrator, within the
limits of the resources available fro~ the Programme Reserve described in
paragraph 48 below, may finance upon request by Governments the provision of
expert advice and support for the examination and preparation o~ projects at
the formulation stage. Such resources should be recouped by the Programme Reserve
as part of the costs of the project or projects which may result from this
preparation.

I ...
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IX. PR0 r 'lURES

1. Formule ion of requests

30. The Administrator shall prescribe the form, content and procedures for
requests for assistance from the Interim Fund.

31. Requests shall include all relevant information of the intended use and
benefits expected to be derived from the assistance of the Interim Fund together
with statements of the part of the costs which the Governments themselves would be
ready to bear.

32. In the formulation and appraisal of projects, the resident representative of
the UNDP will provide co-ordination at the field level, until such time as the
United Nations resident co-ordinator has been appointed, taking into account the
provisions of paragraph 27 (b) above.

2. Iiethodology for the formulation and implementation of pro.iects

33. The formulation and implementation of projects at the countr-i level should be
done \{ith the full participation of the authorities of the country concerned and in
accordance with the relevant recommendation of the Vienna Programme of Action.

34. The formulation and implementation of projects at the intercountry level
should be guided by the principles set forth in paragraphs 80 and 81 of the Vienna
Pro~rarrme of Action.

3. Ap'DraL:.:.~·~ approva::" of requests

35. In considering requests fc-!" assistance, pending the guidelines and/or
principles to be established by the Intergovernmental Committee, the Administrator
shall be guided by the seneral principles set out above.

36. The Administrator shall submit for approval to the Governing Council of UNDP
projects to be supported by the Interim Fund resources in the amount of $2 million
or above on the basis of policy ~uidelines established by the Inte~~overnmental

Corrmitteo. Until such time as the Intergovernmental Committee adopts additional
policy !,:uidelines, the Administrator should follow the policy (!:uidelines set forth
in this resolution and annex.

37. The Au~inistrator shall submit to the first regular session of the
Intergovernmental Committee proposals on methods for the approval of projects to be
adopted by the Governing Council of lmDP.

38. SubJect to the provisions of paragraph 8 above, the Administrator shall be
authorized to approve projects to be supported by the Fund below the amount of
.1;2 million and shall report in each case to the Governing Council of tTNDP.

39. The Governing Council of UNDP shall take final decisions on the proJects and
pro~rammes recommended by the Administrator in ttccordance vi th the nrovisions of
parar;raph 3h above, in the light of the guidelines established "by the General

/ ...
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Assembly and the Intergovernmental Committee and of the directives, v.hich will be
established by the Intergovernmental Committee, and shall authorize the
Administrator to conclude the apDropriate agreements.

4. Execution of prv,'ects

40. Projects shall ,be execut~d through the channels and arrangements alrenny
established for the execution of projects by the United Nations system. Special
attention shall be paid to the n~ed to make maximum use of government executing
arrangements and national expertise.

41. The Administrator shall apply the existing basic agreements bp-tween the
United Nations Development Programme end the Participating and Executing A~encies,

in those cases where they have been so designatpd, as the basis for carrying out
projects and programmes, subject to whatever modifications ma.y be mutually agreed
upon in the light of the special characteristics of the Interim fund.

42. Bearing in mind the provision of paragraph 27 (b) and, when necessary, in
order to ensure the maximum effectiveness of the assista~ce provided by the
Interim Fund or to increase its capacity, and with due regara to the cost factor,
incre~sed use may appropriately be ~ade of suit~ble services obtained from
governmental and non-governmental institutions and firms, in af,re~ment with the
recipi~nt Gov~rnment concerned and in accordance with the applicable financial
rules and regulations. Maximum use should be made of national institutions and
firos within the recipient countrie~.

43. With the approval of the Goverr~ent or Governr.lents concerned in each case,
non-governmental institutions and organizations within the recipient countries may
execute projects supported by the Interim Fund.

44. Arrangements for the execution of projects shall be subject to the approval of
the requesting Government or Governments and shall be specified in th~ project
document. Such arrangements shall contain provisions regarding costs which the
requesting Governm~nt will assume, and those facilities and servic~s which it will
provide.

45. Emphasis shall be placed, in the execution of pro,jects, on technicaJ.
co-operatior. among developing countries.

46. The Administrator shall make appropriate arrangements to monitor and evaluate
the prQgress an~ results of projects and programmes supported by the resources of
the Interim Fund and shall report to the Governing Council of the UNDP and to the
Intergovernmental Comrnitt~e on their status.

5. Relations between Governm~nts and the Interim Funn- -
47. Ea\:h Government shall designate to the Administrator a.n a.ppro'Pri~t~ chann~l

for its relations with the Interim Fund. The Interim Fund ... J."oll use only the
ofl"icial channel tiesignated by each (jov crnrn("'nt for the submission of ret']l1ests.

/ ...
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48. In reGard +0 the operations of the Interim Fund, the existinp: oasic agrE'E'ments
between Gov~rr.m~nts and the United Nations Develop~ent Programme shall apply.
subject to su~h modifications as may be called for having reeard to thE' special
characteristics of the Interim Fur.d and subject to the concurrencE' of the
Governments concerned. In particular, the privileges and immunities accorded to
~tuff of the Int~riM Fund shall be identical to those accorded to the staff of the
United Nations Development Proeramrne.

6. Financial arr~~~nts

49. The financial rules and regulations governing the Interim Fund shall be
those of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations Development
ProGramme. Any amendments which may be necessary to take account of the special
Ttquirements of the Interim Fund's operation shall be drafted by the Administrator
and submitted for consider~tion to the Governing Council of the United Nations
Develop~ent Pror,ru~~e, which ohnll report accordingly to the Intergovernnental
Committee and the General Assembly.

50. The Adminis+rator will take such steps as are necessary to ensure separate
accountinr, and financial ~anagement of the operations of the Interim Fund, while
usinG the existine-; services of the United Nations Development Programme to the
maximum possible extent.

51. Tht' Interim Fund shall be authorized to establish a Proe-:ramme RpsE'rve by
earrr.3.rkine 2 per cent of the tctal annual contributions. Such a PrograI!lffie Reserve
shall ~e used by the Administrator at his discretion for purposes consistent with
the Vienna ProGramme of Action on Science and Technology for Development
estnbl:i sr..ed by the United !!ations Conference on Science and TechnoloF",y for
uevclop~ent and adopted by the General ASS~Llbly, and with th~ guidelines
established by the Gpneral Assembly and the Intergovernmental Committee, to ensurp
the f~exibility and innovative capacity of the Interim Fund and its ability to
provide catalytic support. The Aamir.istrator shall ensure the utili~ation of such
a rcserve fund, and shall report to the Governing Council of the UNDP and to the
Inter[:,overnmental COIT~ittee en his decisions and on thE' results achieved.

52. The Administrator shall not at any time enter into commitments which shall
excced the usable resources of the Interim Fund. Nor shall he incur e~y

liabilities on behalf of the Interim Fund which shall result in a ch3.n:;e against
the General resourc('s of thE' United Nations Development Programme.

53. In accordance with the decisions of the General Asse~bly, at its thirty-fourth
s~~sion and the outcome of the Fledcing Conference, the AQministrator shall
dC'tcnllne thE' datE> at which the Interim Fund tce()1I1C~ ()l,c.cn+ ; VllAl an~ nhal1 report
3.ccordine:ly to t.hc Tnt.cq:,'.)'1~.lllmCll!".Gl r.uHunittee.

/ ...
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54. Because time is of tL lCe, given the limited period of the Interim Fund~

the Administrator shall sUi,::,:i,., to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session for approval proposals for staffinp and other administrative resources
required both for the nreparatory period and for the full period to the end of
l~Cl.

55. 7akin ~ int0 account the interim nature of the Fund, the General i\ssembly sh:111
,.=lecide, at its thirt:r-sixth session, on the recommendation of the Intcr(~ovE'rnmpntal

COF.1'1ittee, on the 3.rranc;elTlents to be :Y1ade for an effective transition betvreen th\.:'
onerations of the Interim Fund and on the lon~-term arran~ements for tllP Financinr
2~rsterr for Science ar.d "iechnolof:Y for !'eveloT'l"'.ent to be (letermined by the General
Asser.-1:1·! •
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