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1. The draft resolution contained in doc~~ent A/C.2/34/L.79 and Corr.l is divided
into five sections of which the Secretary-General believes three p~rts to contain
provisions in respect of which financial implications would arise. This paper
therefore presents the Secretary-General's estimates of financial implications
arising in respect of parts 11) III and V. To the extent possible the assumptions
which have had to be drawn on in providine this statenent are based upon the
proposals contained in document A/34/587/Add.l.

I

Requirements in respect of part 11 of the draft resolution

2. In pararoraph 1 of nart 11 of the dr2.£'t resolution contained in document
A/C.2/34/L.79 and Corr.l, the General Assembly would decide to establish an
Intereovernmental Cor.~rnittee for Science and Technolop:y for Develorment.

3. In paraGraph G of the same ~art of the draft resolution the General Assembly
Hould also decide that the first meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee shall
tale place in the first quarter of 1900 and thnt provision shall be mnde for an
adJitioDal Meeting in 1980, if necessary, Gnd would request the Intergovernmental
COP1Jl1ittee to include in its report to the thirty-fifth session of the General
AssemLJly recomr~lendat ions rec:ardinc the periodic i ty of its meet inr;s in SUbsequent
years.

4. In paraGraph 9 of nart 11 of the draft resolution the General AsseIJ1bl:,[ \-lould
invite the ~conomic and 30cial Council to take the necessary action, in the 1i~ht
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of recon~endations that may be made by the Intergovernmental Committee regarding
the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology.

5. In paraGraph 11 of part 11 of the draft resolution the General Assembly would
invite all organs, organizations and bodies of the United IJatioDs system includine
the Y~gional commissions and others to participate actively in the ~Tork of the
Incergovernmental Committee.

6. The Secretary-General is of the opinion that all of the above proposals would
have potential financial implications in respect of conference servicin~ and
travel costs. However, in vie~J of the larGe number of imponderables r~~uining as
to the length) periodicity, &nd documentation requirements of the two bodies) the
Secretary-General believes that it would be appropriate to defer requestin~ such
net additional ~pp!Qpriations as may be required in respect of the above proposals
to the thirty-::ifth st:3sion of the General Assembly. ~I At that time it is
expected that the Secretary-General would have available a firm basis on which to
estimate the likely net additional costs arisinr in respect of p~rt 11 of the
draft resolution.

11

Requirements in respect to pe-rt 111 of Lhe draft resolution

7. In paragraph 1 of part 111 of the draft resolution the General Assembly would
request the Secretary-·General to establish a nevr distinct entity for science and
technology within Lhe United Pat ions Secretariat and under paragraph 2 the General
Assembly WQuld decide that the new or~anizational entity shall be headed by an
Under-Secretary-General and be located at United lJations Headquarters. Further
in paragraph l~) the General Assembly would decide to allocate the necessary
resources from the regular budget to the new organizational entity drawing to the
fullest extent on resources already existinG within the United Nations including
the posts and budgetary re~0urces of the Office for Science and Technology.

8. The Secretary-General has reviewed the over-all level of staffing requirements
for this new entity in the context of preliminary information in paragraph 16 of
docUII".ent A/]4 1537 IAdd .1. As indicated there) the exact number of staff th2.t can
be redeployed from the existing Office for Science and Technology in the Department
of International Economic an~ Social Affairs woulC depend on the outcor1e of a
review to be undertaken by the Department of its needs in resnect of those elements
of the rrogramme of Action co~ing within its terms of reference.

9. It is expected that this review would be completed in 1980 at vThich time the
Secretary-General would be in a position to make nroposals for the transfer from

11 It will be recalled that some provisions have already been requested within
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1980-1981 fur meetings of the
Advisory Committee, on the Application of Science and of Technology to Development
and also for a meeting of the existin~ Corr~ittee on Science and Technology for
Development. The Fifth Committee at its 52nd meetine; on l~J ITovember decided to
postpo~e consideration of sections 4A8 and 4A9 to a later date.
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DIESA to the new entity of the posts and other budgetary resources not required
for DI2SA to undertake its own continuinro responsibilities under the Vienna Plan
of Activn. In this connexion, it is proposed that the most expeditious manner of
proceedinr, on this point would be for the General Assembly to authorize the
Secretary-General, subject to the review and approval of the AdvisOly Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, to make the necessary transfers from
section G of the programme budget (DIESA) to section 5B and to report on the matter
to the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly.

10. In the liGht of the uncertainties prevailinr the Secretary-General believes
that only the post of the head of the new Secretariat and supporting General Service
posts should be established in 1980 and the balance of other professional and
higher level and General Service posts should be provided on u temporary post basis
for 1980. The additional staffin~ requirements estimated on the basis of
responsibilities 11 to be undertaken by the Secretariat in respect of the Vienna
Plan of Action are as follows:

(a) Established posts (1980-1981)

1 Under-Secretary-General

1 G-5 Personal assistant

1 G-4 Secretary

Total established post salaries and
common staff

(b) Tenporary posts (1980 only)

, D-2 Director

1 D-l Principal Officer

2 P--5 Senior Officers

2 p-4 First Officers

1 P-3 Second Officer

1 G-5 Administrative Assistant

5 G-4 Secretaries and typists

Total for temporary posts

Grand total for staff

84,000

30,400

21,900

32,,100

29,300

53,600

45?200

18)800

14,800

53,500

136,300

247,300

383,600

11 As outlined J.ll paras. 6 and 7 of A/34/587/Add.l.
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11. The associated co~~on services costs for the above staffinr. would be as
follmls:

.Ac cor.unoclat ion

Office furniture and equipment

Office supplies

Office machines (rental)

Cornr.lUnications

Total

78,600

40,400

1,000

800

11)200

132,000

12. 'l'he appropriate ad.justments have been made to the standard costs used to
reflect the provisions necessary for the three established posts for the period
1980-1981 and for the balance of the staffinp for 1980 only.

13. Requirements in rer-ect of official travel of staff are tentatively estimated
at ~38,000 in 1980. It will be appreciated that precise identification of
requirements is not possible at this time: houever, it is expected thQt the
Under-·Secretary-General will need to visit each of the ReGional Commissions and
undertake with other supportinu staff approximately four missions for purposes of
consultations and co-ordination vTith aGencies and relevant scientific and
technological centres and institutes. The above esti~ates are believed to be
minimum requirelaents to ensure th:lt the initial activities of the :1evl secretariat
entity ,{ill maintain the momentum generated by the Vienna conference.

III

peguirements in respect _of ~'l.r~ y of the draft resolution

14. In paragraph 5 of part V of the draft resolution the General Assembly vTould
decide to establish an intercovernmental group of experts composed of 27 members
to be elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution to undertake
with the support of the Director General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation a prompt and thorough study of all relevant arrangements for
the operation of the Financing System for Science and Technology for Development.
It is estimated that the group would need to meet twice in 1980;; initially for one
week and subsequently for two weeks and twice in 1981 for two veeks each to
finalize its study. The costs of such meetings are estimated on the following
basis.

(a) That the Group of Experts would neet in New York:

(b) That interpretation would be in EnGlish, FrencL, Russian and Spanish;
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(c) That pre··session and in- sessional documents.tion would be 1n ;:ncrli sh ~

French, Russian and Spanish anu post-sessional documentation would be in all six
working languages of the General Assembly~

(d) 'I'hat the ccst of travel and attendance of menbers of the Advi sory
Committee would be borne by the United rations.

15. The costs of travel and attendance of members of the proposed advisor~r

committee are estimated at ~2751200.

16. Given the hiehly specialized and technical nature of the areas to be
studied 1/ by the expert group the necessary su~stanti~e support to the expert
Group would involve not only the direct use of staff resources but also t):e use of
consulting services of approximately 18 work ~onths each year. The costs of this
are estimated at .'~144 5000 for the bienni1L:.l 1980-1981.

17. The related estimated conference servicine costs will be reported to the
Committee orally. These requirements will be revieyred in the context of a
consolidated statement on total conference servicins requirel~ents to be subnitted
to the General Assembly toward the end of the thirty-fourth session.

10. In paragraph 7 of the draft resolution the General Assembly would decide to
establish on a separate and identifiable basis, pending the comin~ into operation
of the Financ ing SystelTl J an Int erim Fund 1 for the tyro ~rear per ioc1 1980-1~81. Tt-e
Secretary-General has already provided in document A/34/587/Add.2 a st8tement of
the financial implications which would. arise shoul'i the General Asser.lbly a:;,prove
the proposals of the Administrator of U~TDP for initial adr:inistrative anJ pro(""rc.:::ll'1e
support costs of the Interim Fund. As indicated in para[r3 n h le of th2t document
an additional appropriation of Sl,041 )400 ,..,auld be reQuired but this vould be ful1'.r
offset by an increase under the incorle section of the budGet reflecting the
reimbursement due to the United Nations froIl the Interim fund once it is decl~red

operational.

Summary

19. The above statement of financial and administrative: imnlications ',J"hich '·Joule:
arise should the General Assembly adopt the draft resolution i~ docunent
A/C.2/34/L.79 and Corr.l would require additional a~propriations totallinr
~2,014~200 2/ excluding ite~s relating to conference servicinc. ~hese costs will)
as noted above 1 be SUbject to review ,.Ji thin the conte):t of the cor..solidnted

~/ The various disciplines involved include develclment planning~ financial
expertise) natural science and technolory~ social and human sciences, aT'd ["eneral
management and administration.

2/ Includes the aIllOunt of~l ,041 ~.40o already indicated in document
A/34/So7/Add.2 as being offset by an equal amount of income under the inco~e

sections of the budGet.
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statement of financial i~1plications to be presented to the General Assembly towards
the end of the current session. As the arrangements proposed are of a strictly
interim nature the Secretary-General would expect to present revised estimates in
respect of the new entity for Science and Technolo~y at the thirty-fifth session.




