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Development aspects of the reverse transfer of technolo~y

The General Assembly,

Recallinr; its resolution 3201 (S--VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 11ay 1974 containing
the Declarptiun and Programme of Action on the :C::. cablishment of [, N€'~.,

International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decemcer 1974 containing the
Charter of ::!:conomic flights and Duties of Stat~s and 3362 (S·-VII) of
16 September 1975 on development and international economic co-operation,

Recallin~ further its resolutions 32/192 of 19 December 1977 and 33/151 of
20 December 1978, entitled ilReverse transfer of technologyli,

Taking note 'VTith satisfaction of the views and recommendations of the Sixth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Hon-Aligned Countries, held at
Havana, relating to economic problems, 1/

Takin~ note further, of the report of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development on its fifth session, of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science
and Technology for Developrr.ent, adopted at the United ~;ations Conference on
Science and Technology for Development, and of the report of the Trade and
Development Board at its nineteenth session,

* The draft resolution is submitted by the delegation of India on behalf of
the States 11embers of the United l',rations which are members of the Group of 77.

11 See A/34/542.
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Considering that the migration of skilled manpower from developing countries
has ner,ative effects on the possibilities for the scientific and technological
development of those countries and that it constitutes a gratuitous and reverse
transfer of technology,

Reiterating the urgent need to reduce, as part of the efforts of the
international community towards the establish~ent of the New International
Economic Order, the rever3e transfer of technology and to obviate its adverse
effects, especially those of a development nature on developine countries,

Reiterating further the importance of technica~ co-operation among developing
countries in the exchange of skilled manpower in the context of economic
co-operation towards collective self-reliance,

~~nsidering that the proposals made by His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Hassan bin Talal of Jordan concerning the establishment of an international
labour compensatory facility 2/ would constitute an important step towards
alleviating the adverse effects of reverse transfer of technology on developin~

countries.

1. Take s note vTi th appreciation of the report of the Sccretary-·General
entitled IiReverse transfer of technology: a survey of its main features, causes
and policy implications" 1./ and of the report of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development entitled "Development aspect;;;;
of the reverse transfer of technology: an assessment of the results achieved at
the fifth session of the United I'Tations Conference on Trade and Development 4/;

2. Endorses resolution 102 (V) entitled ';Development aspects of the reverse
transfer of technology l1, adopt ed at the fifth session of the United iqat ions
COJference or. Trade and Development, and decision 193 (XIX) entitled ,iDevelopment
aspects of reverse transfer of techno10~yii? adopted by the Trade and Development
Board at its nineteenth session;

3. Dnphasizes that the elements contained in the United ~Jations Conference
on Trade and Development resolution 102 (V) provide a good basis for formulating
a conprehensive set of measures for action in the field of reverse transfer of
technolog~r at the national, regional and international level, including
modalities for their implementation;

4. Urges the international community to gJ.ve urgent attention to the
formulation of such measures~

£/ See E/1978/92, paras. 100-104.

l! A/34/593.

~ A/34 / 425, annex.
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5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development to carry out a study on the feasibility of the proposals
maClC by His Royal HiGhness CrOim Prince Hassan bin Talal on the establishment of
an :.i.nternational labour compensatory facility and to report to the thirty-fifth
session of the General Assembly on the results of this study~

6. Requests the Secretary·-General of the United Hat ions Conference on
Trade and Development, as call~d for in conference resolution 102 (V), to:

(a) Carry out studies on the development aspects of the reverse transfer of
technology, focusing on the experiences and policies of individual countries
belonp-ing to different Beographical areas, on the modalities for co-operation
at the bilateral, regional and international level, and to examine the feasibility
of various ~roposals mad~ hitherto regardinrr co-operative exchange of sl:ills
among d~veloping countries;

(b) Invite Governments to submit information on the implementation of
resolution 102 (V) and in accordance l:ith para~raph 9 of that resolution and
vith pararraph 5 of General AsseP1bl~- resolut ion 33/151, to assist in the'
formulation of Measures for action on thp development QS~ccts of revprse transfer
of tc'chnolo~y;

7. Requests the Trade and Development Board to proceed at its twentieth
session with the consideration of appropriate arrangements, including the necessity
of convening a group of experts, to examine the feasibility of measuring human
resource flm,-s, as ('")nvisRGcd in pararr8.ph 6 of resolution 102 (iT);

8. Requests the Secretary-General of the United iJat ions to take the
necessary decisions uith respect to the co-ordination of the treatment of the
Cluestion of reverse transfer of technology vithin the United Nations system, bearing
in mind relevant paragraphs of General assembly resolution 33/151 and United lJations
Conference on Trade and Development resolution 102 (V).




