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The meeting was called to order at 10 , 30 a .m~ 

AGENDA ITEHS 30 TO 45 , 120 AND 121 (continued) 

11r . FERNANDO (Sri Lanta) , Chairman , Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian 

Ocean: It is my pleasure and privilege to int roduce in the Committee today 

the r eport of the Ad Hoc C)mmi ttee on the Indian Ocean contained in 

document A/34/29 . In doing so , I should like to pr eface any further remarl<;.s 

by stating that , although the implementation of the Declaration of the 

I ndian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, first enunciated i n 1971, still remains t o 

be realized as a concrete reality , some very vital and signi f icant steps 

tovTards t hat ultimate goal were taken recently, including the recent 

convening of the Heet i ng of the Littoral and Hinterland States of the 

Indian Ocean . 

The l:leeting of the Littoral and Hinter land States of the Indian Ocean 

held its session in July of this year i n New Yorlt a nd, despite the 

magnitude of the task and the many complexities involved , met squarely 

the challenges it faced and did so with encouraging results that are bound 

to cont ribute to t he large r cause of disannament , peace and security . The 

fact that the 1mrk was concluded at a single sess i on, without a second 

session having to be callei , testifies eloquently to the successful achievemen~ 

of t he maximum results possible at that Meeting. 

Furthermor e , it is a matter of great satisfaction to t he Ad Hoc Committee 

that the invitations ive extended to the gr eat Powers and major maritime 

users to participat e i n the Ju1y Jvl.eet ing were not only accepted but also 

those observer States made useful and important s tatements and thus 

contributed substant i ally to the successful outcome of the fleeting. I wish 

to take this opportunity to express the appreciation of the littoral and 

hinterland States of the Indian Ocean to the great Pavers and major maritime 

users ivhich participat ed in the July l1eeting. 
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The Final Document which was adopted at that Meeting and contained in 

document A/34/45 represents the willingness of the littoral and hinterland 

States of the Indian Ocean to submerge certain national positions and to 

1vork collectively for the common purpose of peace and security in that 

region. In a broader sense, that document also reflects the increasing 

preoccupation of a large segment of the international community regarding 

the need for concrete and effective movement towards a demilitarized and 

peaceful world. 

The Meeting itself, as stipulated in General Assembly resolution 33/68 

of 11.~ December 1978, was not a full-fledged conference on the Indian Ocean, 

but rather the next step towards the convening of an international conference 

to consider the effective implementation of the Declaration of the Indian 

Ocean as a Zone of Peace. The whole process of preparing and holding the 

i!Jeeting has led to a detailed and wide-ranging consideration and 

assessment of developments relating to the proposed establishment of an 

Indian Ocean peace zone. 

Although we might have wished to see more substantive results, nevertheless, 

in retrospect, one can, at least with a sense of guarded confidence, say 

that the constructive atmosphere that prevailed both during the Meetings's 

preparatory stages in the Ad Hoc Committee and at the Meeting itself 

has been conducive to enhancing further prospects for progress on this 

crucial question. The spirit of co-operation, as well as the determination 

to move ahead, so amply demonstrated at that Meeting, w~s a particular 

so~rce of enccuragement and, most importantly, guided by the over-all 

objective of the Meeting - which was to try and harmonize the views 

and positions of the littoral and hinterland States on various issues 

relating to the question of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace - it 

registered considerable progress in achieving such harmonization on 

several issues among those States where they once seemed divided by 

unbridgeable differences. 
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.mother very ac:1ieven:ent that vras realized uas the 's 

reco:uc.memla tion to the General As at its current session on the fixing of the 

uate and venue for ·the Conference on the Indian Ocean, for T,.rhich preparatory 1wrk 

vrould be uno.ertaken by an 

vital 1ras the l'leetinr, 1 s request that the General As invite the c,reat 

Pmrers the or maritime users of the Indian Ocean concerned to serve on 

the expanded ions for the 

Conference. 

As the politico-strategic significance of the Indian Ocean has ste ly 

gained prominence in recent years, so has the of the international 

as a \·rhole, and tl:e littoral and hinterland States in particular, to 

strive for the implementation of the aims set forth ln the Declaration of the 

Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace. At Lusaka in 1979, the 

British Corr.monwealth Heads Govcrnnent reviewed developments in the an Ocean 

ret;ion anC::. ur;ed the great Fowers and the major maritime users of the Indian 

Oc to 

vri th the 

more actively 1vith the littoral and l:.interland States and 

:.::.;:;;_;:;;:_-:..::... Conmlittee fer the p-crrpose of impler.1enting that Declaration. The 

Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Goverrunent of Co·,mtries, ln 

September l97SJ" one extended. their unanimous for the 

Declaration cmG. uelcomed the reconm1endations of the meeting of tbP 

littoral and hinterland States, l·rhich are contained in the draft resolutions 

contained in the of t:te 

conflict and confontation, a demil:i zed and peaceful Indian Ocean I'TOuld 

ccnsti tute an innovative apr roach in the I~ield of disarmament. 

The Cm.mittee had a very busy schedule this year, ancl it met from ----
12 to 16 , from 12 to iarcll and. from 14 to 23 to undertake 

Hor1-;_ for tl1e ilee of the Littoral and Hinterland States of the 

Indian Occ:an, and from 3 to October in a session. It held a total 

of fon.ml as 1rell as 22 infornal at United 

clurinc; 

nm< to the Ad [ oc Com.'lli t tee 1 report~ 1-~ich is contained in 

Qocurnent A/34 , merr;bers will notice that 0 after an introductory section, 

the s a brief account of the ions undertaken by the 

ee for the of the I1eetint;; of the Littoral and Hinterland States 
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of the Indian Ocean. This section is followed by one that pertains to the 

work of the Ad Hoc Committee at its regular session. In this connexion it 

should be noted that the brevity of that particular section is in no way 

indicative of the amount and importance of the work performed by the Ad Hoc 

Committee at its 

for the most 

session but is, rather~ a reflection of the fact that 

the attention and efforts of the Committee l·rere during 

elevated to the preparatory vrork for the fleeting in July as 1-rell as of the 

fact that at its regular session the Comr~ittee had to adopt certain momentous 

decisions concerning the Conference on the Indian Ocean and several 

related matters. The substantive recommendations of the Ad Hoc ColUlli ttee to 

the General Assembly set out in this section are contained in two draft 

resolutions proposed for adoption by the General Assffnbly, in 

section V of the report. I shall have occasion to elaborate further on that 

subject later in my remarks. 

The Ad Hoc Committee 1 s report also contains a section on my consultations 

concerned -that is~ the Soviet Union and 

the United States ~ vrhich were undertaken with a view to ascertain status 

of the bilateral talks regarding their military presence 1n the Indian Ocean and 

in order to discuss with them the co~operation they v1ould the Ad Hoc 

Committee in the discharge of its functions. The text of my report as 

Chairman has been reproduced in the Committee 1 s report. vThereas members are 

referred to the report for the details involved, I 1rould, however, wish to 

reiterate what I said during the Ad Hoc Committee 1 s deliberations - namely, 

that, while urging that the bilateral talks, which appear to be of limited 

scope, be resumed; I would wish to suggest that, in conformity with 

repeated General Assembly resolutions, the opportune stage has no1·1 been reached 

for consultations and effective co-operation bet-vreen the great Powers and other 

users of the Indian Ocean and the 

I should now like to draw the attention of members to paragraph 21 of 

the Ad Hoc Committee 1 s report, which contains tvi"O draft resolutions that the 

Committee has unanimously recomruended for adoption by the General Assembly. 

In this connexion it needs to lJe pointed out that the inclusion of two 

clraft resolutions, which are in no sense contradictory, 1s a reflection of the 

Comraittee 1 s awareness regarding the problems besetting the region of the an 

Ocean and of the sense of pra[;,Ttlatism vTith which the Committee has attempted to 
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overcome those problems. Hhereas the Cormnittee opted for this course in order 

to accommodate differences of emphasis and perspective, it is nevertheless ':.lY 

earnest hope as, I am sHre, it is the of all members of the 

Committee as vrell - that both resolutions 1.rill be adopted by the General Assembly 

vrith the widest support. l'urthermore, I should also like to state that some of 

the practical difficulties that the Comr:1ittee faced durinc; the course of its 

deliberations at the ses I·Tere indicative of the new and more 

productive phase of work that it has embarked upon since the convening of 

the of the Littora:. and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean. The 

time for taking concrete actions is now upon us, as is the opportunity to give 

practical effect to our long-cherished aspirations. 

Turning to draft reso:.ution A, members will note that the preambular 

part of the draft resolution essentially embodies an expression of the concerns 

and preoccupations vrith re;;pect to certain developments which continue to affect 

the peace and. security of the region, as well as the lacl: of appreciable 

progress in the bilateral tall;:s behreen the United States and the USSR 

regarding the Indian Ocean. Such concerns are manifest in the 

language of the fourth and fifth preambular paragraphs. 

As regards the bilateral talks, in its and ninth premabular 

paragraphs respectively, the draft resolution states as follo1vs: 

''l~oting that talLs were initiated bet1.reen the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Hepublics and the United States of America regardin13 their 

111ilitary presence in i;he Indian Ocean, and that the t-vro countries have 

the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean informed of the current situation 

concerning these talkil 0 

"EegrettinG, however, that the talks still remain suspended,". 

In connexion with this same question, its operative paragraph 1 the 

draft resolution urges tha··; the talks between the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics and the United. S·;ates of America regardinG their military presence in 

the Indian Ocean be resumed vrithout delay and that the parties should refrain 

from any activity prejudic:~al to the implernentation of General Assembly 

resolution 2 (XXVI). 

In its remaining operative paragraphs the draft resolution, 

takes note with satisfaction of the issues on which the Meeting of the Littoral 
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and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean succeeded in harraonizing a common 

position and expresses the hope that there -vrill -be early imple!ilentation of the 

Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zo11e of Peace contained in General Asse111bly 

resolution 2832 (XA~I). 

Draft resolution B concerns Plainly the recommendations of the l·1eeting of 

the Littoral and Hinterland States of the Indian Oce<'~Il ancl_ voulcl_ bave the General 

Assembly decide to convene a conference on tlle In6.ian Ocean during 1981, at 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, for the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian 

Ocean as a Zone of Peace. 

Furthermore, by its operative paragraph l, the draft resolution would have 

the General Assembly decide to enlarge the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 

by the addition of ne-vr n1ernbers to be appointed by the President of the General 

Assembly on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Comn1ittee, and, by its operative 

paragraph 2, the General Asse;nbly would invite the permanent members of the 

Security Council and major maritime users of the Indian Ocean referred to in 

paragraph 12 (c) of the report of the Meeting of the Littoral and Hinterland 

States of the Indian Ocean that have not yet done so to serve on tJ:-:.e expm•cled 

Ad Hoc Committee. I have no doubt that they -vrould promptly accept the 

invitation. Otherwise, it 'dOuld be a considerable setback for peace and 

security not only in the region but throughout the entire world, which certainly 

would not be the wish of any country. 

Operative paragraph 4 of draft resolution E would have the General Assembly 

request the Ad Hoc Committee to undertake the preparatory work for the convening 

of the Conference, including consideration of appropriate arrangements for any 

international agreements that may ultimately be reached for the maintenance of 

the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, as referred to in paragraph 3 of 

resolution 2832 (XXVI), and to hold its preparatory sessions at United Nations 

Headquarters in He1·1 York and at least t-1-10 such sessions, including the final one, 

in Mauritius. 
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Permit me at this juncture to elaborate further on the various understandings 

that w·ere reached among menbers of the fi.d Hoc Comi ttee concerning some elements 

of the Cow..rnittee 1 s recommendations to the General Assembly. In the first 

was the understanding o:' the Conredttee that the language used in one of the draft 

resolutions to refer to th<~ context in -vrhich great Poi·Ter presence J.s 

manifest in the Indian Ocean does not preclude the reconsideration of this 

question at future sessionn of the Ad Hoc Committee'> During the course of 

the Committee's deliberations" extens:i.ve cussion took place on this matter, 

as uell as on the present 1lituation in the Indian Ocean, and there ivas general 

agreement that perhaps a suitable opportunity to undertake a re-evaluation and 

reconsideration of these questions would be afforded 1-rhen, as is our 

9 the rest of the permanent members of the Security Cmmcil accept the 

General Assembly's invitat:.on to participate in the work of the expanded 

Comm:ittee. 

I can state with all eonfidence that I these, amongst other import~nt 

matters, to be considered 1Jy the expanded Committee, 1.rhich 1-muld have 

the part:i. on of all the pern:anent menbers of the Security Council and the 

other major maritime users I 1-rish to point out further that certa:in patterns 

and trends regardin~ this, as well as a number of other issues, have become 

evident during the course of the Committee 1 s deliberations which have taken 

place since the July meeting. It should t~erefore be emphasized that, to 

preserve the momentum of thes nevr directions -vrhich have , it uill 

nmr be necessary to have the suitable interaction of the parties concerned. 

Failure to seize the opport1Jnity now presented to provide the appropriate 

in the work of the Com:cittee iwuld constitute a rejection of the c;ood 

faith shovm by the Cornm:i.t tt~e in its attempt to ta_'k:e into account the various 

viev:roints that have beer. forthco:minp. 

As I pointed out earlier, one of the draft resolutions recommended for 

adoption by the General As;;embly would invite the permanent members of the 

Security Council ::md major maritime users of the Incti.an Ocean 

Corwni ttee has had consultations to serve on the expanded Ad 

IThom the 

Cormni ttee. In 

this connexion ~ and on behalf of the Hoc C01mnittee, I 1.r:ish to express the 

sentiment that :i.t is our eHrnest that irould serve on the expcmded 

Committee in the capacity of full members and that they Hould announce their 

part:i.cipation at the earl:i.t:st possible date. In the participation of 
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these Stc~tes, 11h:i.ch :i.s a vTe have long cherished, vre are hopeful that 

they vdll re ze that in iri th us :i.n our task they Hill be 

contr:i.butinc; to the peFtee and security of the world as a -vrhole. positive 

action in s respect could a hic;hly vrelcome momentum towards 

rec;ional peaceful co~ex:i.stf'nce, security and conf:i.clence which could 

beneficio.l effects rnng:i.nc; far beyond the confines of the Indian Ocean 

area itself. 

It is ny earnest hope that the aspirations of the States of the 

Ocean reGion will be properly understood by the international community, which 

for so has been profes the necessity of humanity from a 

catastrophe of the highest And here I should stress that the proposal 

for an an Ocean peace zone is not a self-serving exercise by the countries 

of the rie:i.ther :Ls it , moreover, at difficulties for 

one country or another or at one country at an advantage over m10ther. 

It :i.s rather aimed at relsx:i.ng tensions and regional as well as 

:i.nternational peace and s 

free of ominous threats to 

Only under cond:i. tions of peace and 

security, can the Stt1.tes of the Indian Ocean 

re,n;ion to concentrate and effectively on the compelling tasks 

of constructive development. Such cond5 .. tions of peace vould also benefit 

extra-rec;ioral Pmrers, thP na,jor maritime users of the Indian Ocean 

Hhich so much on the vit2l commercial sea·~lanes of that ocean. I lmmr 

of no country in our rec;:ion ch would oppose or -vr:i.th the 

naval activities of external Powers in the Ind:i.an Ocean; this was 

ev:i.dent at the July Heetin~ of the :::.,ittoral and Hinterland States~ in •·rhich 

all the permanent members of the Security Council and major maritime users 

parti 'Thus, 1r:i.th the to free and 

the vessels of all countries unaffected ·, a 

use of the zone by 

reaffirmed in the Final 

Document of the July meet:inG ,. it would be d:i.ff:i.cult to mobilize 

pertaining to the doctrine of freedom of tlle 

support fran the Irdian CceaP :reace zone ef:i'ort. 

seas in order to 

In SPJlle context, I vrish to state also that the Committee is 

mindful of the preoccupations and apprehensions, expressed over the years, 

regardinc various elements ed in the or:i.c;imd Declaration of the 

Ocean ns Zone of Peace. It precisely because i·ie a.re coc;nizant of these 

issues that have been raised that 1re feel that the required participation of all 

the members o:f the Council and maritime users the 
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Hoc Cornmi ttee; s work wi:.l provide a full opportunity to iron out the 

differences and arrive at a common understandinc of how to implement the 

Declarat:i.on through a process of genuine consultation and negotiation and taking 

into account the legi timatt~ interests of all parties concerned. 

Hith respect to the pJ·ojected date of the Conference on the Indian Ocean~ 

I should like to point out the follmrinr;: not only did resolution (XXVI)~ 

embodying the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace" receive 

wide support frm' the inteJ•national community~ but those countrj_es which 

abstained in the vote did ~;o for reasons that ivere not central to the major 

thrust of the Declaration, ch is the creation of a zone of peace in the 

Indian Ocean. Against thiE: backdrop, and given the fact that the relevant 

resolutions on this question have been receivinc; the increasinr; SUJiport of 

the membership of the Unitt!d Nations) it is to be hoped that the invitations 

to the permanent members of the Security Council and major maritime users will 

be promptly ace thus expediting the preparatory vTOrk for the holding 

of the Indian Ocean confertmce in 1981. In my vie;v, their participation and 

the conclusion of the preparatory ;vorh: in due time would be necessary for the 

creation of appropriate cond:i.tions for that conference to take place then. 

Houever ~ I am confident that 1..re can obtain the necessary conditions and 

implement the Declaration 1981 at the oroposed Indian Ocean conference. 

Er. Chairrn.an, I thank you for allowing me to make this rather lengthy 

statement here today. But in the course of introducing the Committee's report 

I felt it necessary also to go on record vrith certain comments which I hope 

will have succeeded in put-· some important and delicate matters concerning 

speci c aspects of the Cormuttee's recommendations in the right perspective. 

In addition should be apparent that vre have nmv embarked on a crucial 

stage of our endeavours ancl that it vras therefore incumbent upon me to underline 

the fact that vre :rr:ust no'lv proceed to chart our future course with care 

and a sense of dedication. Indeed~ we have no-vr entered the vratershed of our 

cherished goals. Those of us who are intimately involved in this exercise are 

fully aware of the challenge that lies ahead of us. But it is a challenge 

that :i..s entai.led in any boJ.d and innovative undertaking, and a challenge that 

vre cannot escape if ue are to strive steadfastly tm-rards the goal of general 
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to "be l10ped thet as 1:re move resolutely ahead 

the major Povrers ~ whose support l·:e so earnestly uelcome? vrill realize tbat 

in co-operatinc; 'I<Tith us in our task they v:i.ll be contribut:i.n; to the peace 

~mel security of the vorld us 

... ,,.u,_._ . .._J , :i. t rema:i.ns my 

Ad for the 

duty only to thank every member of the 

and the spirit of accommodation so 

consistently splayed throughout our proceedinr,s. I also want to thank the 

Secretariat, and in particular ?fr. Kheradi ~ the Secretary of the Committee, 

under 1-rhose dance and leadership the Secretariat in such an 

Pxemplary and efficient m~mner in contr:i.butinc to the success of the Ad 

Conrr_i.ttee 's work as lifell as the>.t of the "leetinc: of the Littoral and Hinterland 

States of the Indian Ocean. 

Based on this record I 1dsh? in ny capacity as and, I am sure, 

on behalf of all menbers of the Hoc Committee, to express the desire of 

the Corrmittee that the present Secreta~J of the Committee and his colleagues 

will continue to associate themselves -vlith the P.d Hoc Coi"nittee in connexion 1-rith 

its preparations for the Indian Ocean conference and 

1-Jith a vimif to ensuring the continuity of the IWrk that 

so ably. 

the conference 

have accomplished 
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) : !'y delegation expresses its ficetion 

at the outco:we of the recently conclude6. meetine; in Ne;r Yorl~ of the =_.;.;;.;;;..;:;.. Committee 

on the Indian Ocear.. Fe have noted with satis that the report and the 

draft resol1..1.tions 1-:hich t'.ave Just been :r;resented by the Chairrmn of the Ad Hoc 

Committee 1-rere adopted by the ComiDittee on consensus basis. i1y 

is that this will adopt the Emd resolutions l'·. Rnd B in 

their and hP.ve them sent to the General for final adoption 

at this thirty-fourth Sessior.. 

the adoption of t:te General Assembly resolution 2832 (YXVI) embodyinc; 

the declaration on the Indiar: Ocean as a zone of peace, many of the members 

intiHately concerned 1lith this question had become ii'creasinc:ly alv8re the.t the 

road to the implement of the declaration >ras beset 1-ri th obstacles 

deri vins not only from the mi ary presence of super-Pm:ers but also from 

various complexities resultir.r, from iPter-rer:ioml relationships. The end 

result Has the O.ecision to held the I1eetinr: of the Littoral and 

Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean in July year as a step towards 

the eventual convening of a conference on the Indian Oceen. 

It is pertinent to recall that the General Assembly had adopted the 

Declaration cturing its 26th E·ession ap:ainst t!1e of certain developments 

as vrell as the Qetermination of the peoples of the littoral and hinterland 

States to preserve their indE:pendence, sovereignty and territorial 

and to resolve their political, economic and social problems in 

conclit of peace and tranquillity. 'I'he had thus 

focussed on two essential el•:ments: namely, the preservation of independence 

and s of the litto:~al and hinterland States, individually and 

collectively, and the creation of a condition of peace so as to enable them 

to concentrate their enerr;ieB on the solution of their various problews 

unhampered. 

In reGard my is happy to note the.t the decision has been 

taken by the Ad Hoc Conwitte•: to hold the conference in 1981 in Sri I,anka, 

1vhich hac. a unique position :Ln the adoption of the Decl8retion at the 

Eon-aligned Conference in LuBaka. iJe are also 

that several preparatory -vrill tah:e place 

to recognize 

tliauritius before 
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the eventual conference in Sri Lanl>:.a. In this connexion my delee;ation believes 

that acleq_uate prepare"tions and consultations all concerned parties, inclu0.inc; 

the super-Powers and najor m1:1ritime users,e.re of utnost importance. He hope that 

the super-Pmrers and the major naritime users uill soon enter into meanin~~ful 

consultE"ctions vrith the Ad IToc Comi!:tittee directed towards the implementation of the 

c1r=claration. \!hile tlleEl to CO-Ol)erate vith the Connittee, I 1rish to 

pled[!e the full support of my delegation for any effort to free the 

Indie,n Ocean from bic:-Power rivalries as well as for the removal of 

nuclear ueapons and vreapons of me,ss destruction from the area. He would also 

support neasures to establis"l any institutional framevork, \rithin any collective 

security syster'l that nay be finally worked out ,for the resolution of disputes 

anonc; the:: littoral and hinterland States thernselves and to e:1sure that peace 

in the is not threatened &'W country or c:roup of countries. In 

our vie1r, as ;,re have stated earlier, this is an iElportant 2$1)ect of the 

nroblerr' as our main objective is to ensure 1_;eace, anc'. He C.o not foresee 

peace autor11atic prevailinc; in the area once bic;-Povrer rivalry is 

rer,,oved. 

r··y delegation also feels that if vre are to proceed in a realistic r::anner 

it be necessary to have a instrument to 11hich all interested 

parties can subscribe. It is, therefore, :;_;erhaps timely to c;ive consideration 

to the settine; up of appropriate machine!"J to initiate the draftin13 

process for such a The possibility of entrustinc: the Ad Hoc 

Committee of the Indian Ocean vrith the tasl;:. of initi "'che draftinc 

process may also be given serious consiC:eration. 

'1'he Final Document adopted at the I!eetinr: of Littoral and Hinterland 

States reflected the uillinc;ness and readiness of the littoral 

and hinterland States of the Indian Ocean to subFer13e certain national 

ions and 1rork collectively for the com11on purpose of peace and 

security in the The docwuent also reflected the increasing 

preoccupation of a large s 

concrete and effective movement 

of the international cormnuni ty 1·1i th 

towards a demilit and peaceful 

uorld, thus contributing to the larr:er cause of general and complete 

disarrrament in tl1e world. 
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Finally, my delegation wishts to place on record its appreciation to the 

Secretariat and to the Committee Secretary for their useful co-operation 

and for their responsiveness to all the efforts and activities that went into 

the successful conclusion of the various meetings held hitherto. 

~rr. KOSTOV (Bulgaria): It is my privilege to introduce on behalf of a 

group of socialist and non-aligned countries the draft resolution in document 

A/C.l/34/1.9 on agenda item 43, entitled "Strengthening of Guarantees of the 

Security of Non-Nuclear 1\Teapon States". 

The topic is not a new one for Committee. Representatives may recall 

the past year's discussion on this matter following the proposal of the Soviet 

Union on the conclusion of an international convention. That is why I shall 

confine myself to offering some co~ments on several paragraphs of the draft 

resolution. 

As you may have noticei, the draft resolution in document A/C.l/34/1.9 is 

a procedural one, aimed at obtaining the broadest pass support of this 

Committee. The sponsors have deliberately avoided any reference to substantive 

aspects of future international arrangements. 

In the preambular part of the draft resolution, the sponsors consider it 

necessary to set out some of the important aspects of the general background 

against which the concept of strengthening the security guarantees to non-nuclear 

weapon States has been deliberated in the past and at the present time. In the 

first preambular paragraph, we proceed from the widespread conviction of the need 

to take effective measures for strengthening the security of all States, and from 

the obvious connexion of this question with the main task of our times - namely, 

to avert the danger of a nuclear catastrophe. 

Some references are further made in the fourth preambular paragraph to the 

perspective in which the question of the security guarantees has to be viewed. 

The sponsors are firmly convinced that the most effective way of achieving the 

necessary guarantees for the security of all States remains the halting of 
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production of nuclear v.reapons of all types and the o:re.dual reductic: and subsequent 

cor.:tplete elimination of thc.. stocl;:piles of these weanons. Em-rever, this ultimate 

goal must not overshadou or rule out efforts to achJ.eve measures of an J.n"terim 

nature. Pending nuclear disarmament on a universal basis, it is imperative for 

the international community to agree on effective measures to ensure the security 

of non~·nuclear States against the use or threat of use of nuclear 1reanons. 

The reference to the principle of non·~use of force or threat of force J.n 

the second preambular paragra1)h is prompted by the obvious link of this principle 

to the issue under consideration. It is very clear that the use of nuclear 

weapons and the threat of their use is the ~ost dangerous form of violation of 

the principle enshrined in Article 2.4 of the Charter and reaffir~ed in a 

number of United Nations documents. 

In the view of the sponsors, favourable momentum exists conducive to the 

adoption of concrete measures seeking to strengthen the guarantees to non-nuclear 

States. This conviction is displayed in the third preambular paragraph which 

reflects the striving of States in various regions to prevent nuclear weapons 

from being introduced into their territories, including through the establishment 

of nuclearmv.reapon~free zones) as 1-rell as in the sixth preambular paragraph, 

which mentions statements and observations made by various States on the 

strengthening of the security of non-nuclear~weapon States. It is a l·rell-known 

fact that at the tenth special session of the General Assembly, devoted to 

disarmament, the nuclear~-vreapon States made unilateral declarations on this 

important subject. 

The basic provisions of paragraph 59 of the Final Document of the tenth 

special session and the desire to promote its implementation are duly recalled 

in the seventh pr'-' ambular paragraph. 

The sponsors of the draft resolution could not Helcoming the important 

fact that, follovring the recommendations of the General Assembly, the Comrni ttee 

on Disarmament undertook at its 1979 session an in .. depth consideration of its 

agenda item entitled ''Effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear·· 

vreapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons", and set up 

an Hoc Horking Group. These facts are reflected in the ninth preambular 
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paragraph and in operative paragraph 1. The tenth preambular paragraph notes 

the fact that 1 pursuant to the same item, drafts of an international convention 

vlere submitted to the Carr;lll_it-~ee on Disarmament. 

The operative part of the draft resolution relates to the task of ensuring 

the further consideration of this issue in the Co:rrmlittee on Disarmament. I have 

already offered some comment:3 on operative paragraph 1. Operative paragraph 2 

reproduces what in our view i.s the sic;nificant conclusion of the Harking Group, 

uocm";-'-.Y ) that in the Committe:; on Disarmament there were no objections in principle 

to the idea of an internatio ml convention. This encouraging development) 

"lihich brought about the deci3ion of the Committee on Disannament to continue 

the negotiations on the subject, deserves to be commended, as we state in 

operative paragraph 3. At the s&~e time, we keen in mind that some serious 

substantive difficulties still have to be overcome before a formula for common 

security assurances can be developed in a form that is appropriate for inclusion 

in an international convention having legally binding force. ~ve believe that 

it is necessary for the Co1mnittee to continue on a priority basis its 

negotiations during the 1980 session with a view to their early conclusion. 

This is the request that in our view the General Assembly should address to the 

Colilll1ittee on Disarrr..ament. i~ith the Second Non~Proliferation Treaty Review 

Conference in sight, we have every reason to believe that this is the right 

course of action for the Corrmittee on Disarmament to follow. 

Finally, in the last orerative paragraph it is proposed that the 

res:pective item should be ir:cluded on the agenda of the next General Assembly 

session. In making this prcposal the sponsors proceed from the premise that, 

irrespective of the results of the 1980 session of the Committee on Disarmament 

on this question the Genen:.l Assembly w-ill have to consider it again with a 

view· to taking appropriate ~.ction. 

As may be noticed, thE sponsors have formulated the 

account both of the existint; fornm1atiors. 'Lhus uc 

the consideration of this question under two items. 

to 

) taking into 

d in future 

'Th.e sponsors hope thai. the draft resolution \·rill meet with the support of 

t!lis Committee. 
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Mr. GARCIA ROBLES (Hexico) (interpretation from Spanish): Once again 

it is my honour, as representative of the depositary Government of the 

for the Prohibition of Nuclear Heapons in Latin America, customarily called the 

Tlatelolco Treaty, to introduce the draft resolut in documents A/C.l/34/L.lO 

and L.ll, both of vrhich are this year co-sponsored by all the countries of 

Latin America that are parties to the treaty. 

The of the drafts (A/C.l/34/L.lO) recalls that further progress has 

been made with regard to Additional Protocol I. As is well known, this Protocol 

is open to signature by States ivhich de jure or have international 

responsibility over territories situated in the zone to which the treaty is 

applicable. After recalling satisfaction the three additional signatures 

to the Protocol before the adoption of last year's resolution 33/58, 

those of the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the United States, it noted 

also with satisfaction that it was also signed by France on 2 Harch 1979. 

Therefore, for the instrument to acquire full effect it is now only necessary 

that two of the signatory countries, the United States and France, 

their instruments of ratification. To assist in achieving that objective, 

the draft proposes that the As invite those two States to take all 

necessary in that regard at the earliest possible date. 

As for the second draft (A/C.l/34/L.ll), we that it should be 

adopted by acclamation since its main aim is to note the fact that, as far 

as Additional Protocol II is concerned, one of the General Assembly's wishes 

which had been expressed ever since 1967, has now been fulfilled. The action 

taken on the appeals and exhortations to the nuclear-weapon countries, which 

have been persistently repeated for the past 12 years, will, it seems to us, 

reduce the scepticism of those who hold that the resolutions of the General 

Assembly are completely sterile. 

In the fact that Additional Protocol II of the Tlatelolco 

1s now in effect for all five major nuclear Powers - the United Kingdom, the 

United States, France, China and the Soviet Union - and that the treaty was 

opened for signature in 1967, the General Assembly also reaffirms- for the 

benefit of future nuclear--weapon-free zones and the Member States in those 

zones - its conviction, which has now been corroborated by international 

practice: 
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71that, for the maximum effectiveness of any treaty establishing a 

nuclear-weapon~free zone, the co-operation of the nuclear weapon States 

is necessary and that such co-operation should take the form of 

conu.ni tments likewise undertaken in a for'1l.al international instrument 

which is legally bindi:1e;) such as a treaty, convention or protocol". 

Mr. ROSSIDES (Cyprus): The purpose of this statement is to introduce 

the revised version of draft resolution A/C.l/34/L.5, which will thus become 

A/C .1/34/L. 5/Rev .1. The revision is as follows. 

In the first preambula::- parae;raph, the words "Reaffirming its 

responsibility under the Ch:1rter 11 are replaced by the words "Reaffirming 

the resiJonsibility of the U:1ited I'Jations under the Charter". 

In the second preambul.1r paragraph, the word 11 central 11 is added before 

the word 17rolen so that the paragraph begins, "Reaffirming the central role". 

In operative paragraph 2 the phrase "and particularly the nuclear arms 

race 11 is added after the wo::-ds 11 arms race" in the first line. 

The co-sponsors of the draft resolution are now Argentina, Cyprus, 

Ecuador, India, Nigeria, Ro1aania, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia. 

Now I should like to say a few words about this revised draft resolution. 

Its main purpose is to draw attention to the primary need to halt the arms 

race and explore the means 1;o that end. It is obvious that unless there is 

a halt to the arms race theJ'e can be little hope, if any at all, of reducing 

or regulating armaments, because it is not possible at the same time to 

reduce armaments and to allow the arms race to continue. Therefore all 

efforts towards disarmament without a halting or curbing of the arms race 

will remain futile. 

It si1ould also be pointed out that there is ample evidence of the dire 

and ominous consequences, economic, social and other, of the arms race, 

particularly on development,, and of the growing dangers to mankind from this 
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continuous escalation. But it is one thing to realize the dangers and 

the evils of the arms race, and it is another thing to seek the means of 

halting it. Therefore we should take a look at the arms race and find the 

causes that engender and perpetuate it. The main and direct cause is lack 

of international co-operation in a system of collective security for nations 

as expressly provided for in the Charter, to replace the negativeness of 

supposed security through competition in armaments. This results from the 

outmoded notion of balance of power, which in reality has become the balance 

of weapons, and which in itself engenders and perpetuates the arms race. 

The Final Document is very expressive on this point. It is quoted in 

our draft resolution, the third preambular paragraph of which recognizes -

I am quoting from the present draft resolution and from the Final Document -

"that e;enuine and lasting peace can only be created through the 

effective implementation of the security system provided for in 

the Charter of the United Nations and the speedy and substantial 

reduction of arms and armed forces, by international agreement and 

mutual example, leading ultimately to general and complete 

disarmament under effective international control". 

It is obvious from this that the first thing to do is to establish the security 

system provided for in the Charter. 

The next preambular paragraph refers to the need for relaxation of 

international tension, respect for the right to self-determination and national 

independence and the peaceful settlement of disputes. These are benefits from 

disarmed relaxation, derived directly from the system of international security 

that would be established under the Charter, \vhich 1-rould provide the opportunity 

of settling disputes peacefully when force and violence are effectively curbed 

by the establishment of international security, and also would open the way to 

disarmament. 
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Next the draft resolution recalls resolutions 32/87 C, S-10/2 and 33/91 L) 

•.fl:lich refer to the importance of the study on the relationship betveen 

disarmament and international security. 'Ibe need for this study was recognized 

by the General Assembly in the first of those resolutions, in 1977~ and 

confirmed it in the others at the tenth special session and the thirty-·third 

session. Now an endeavour is in prosress through the study to find a way to halt 

the ar:ms race by virtue of bringing out the close relationship betw·een 

disarmament and international security. Operative paragraph 2 of the draft 

resolution, as sed, ves the gist of that purpose. It 

"Considers that the halting of the arms race, and particularly the 

nuclear arms race, should be the first step in the implementation of 

the Final DocQment of the tenth special session of the General Assembly 

devoted to disarmament (S-10/2) 11
, 

I do not \·rant to take up any more of the Committee's time, but I believe ~ 

and this has been our position ever since the admission of Cyprus to the United 

Nations in 1960 ~ that u..11less there exist the means for implementing the 

decisions of the Security Council through enforcement action, thereby setting 

in motion the system of international security prescribed in the Charter, ther•2 

can be no hope either for disarmament action or for peace in the world, 
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CII.AIR!V!AliJ: Before we adjourn I should to announce that 

~,1alaysia has become a sponsor of draft resolution A/C.l/34/1.14 and of 

draft resolution A/C.l/34/1.9. 

Draft resolution A/C.l/34/1.15, on the of the ir:rplementation of 

the recommendations and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its 

tenth special session, bas now been handed to the secretariat. 

To date, draft resolutions A/C.l/34/1.2, 1.4, 1.5/Rev,l, 1.7, 1.9, 1.10 

and 1.11, and draft resolutions A and B in docu.s."llent A/ , have been 

introduced, After meeting with the Bureau, I have de ded that on Friday, 

November, possibly at the morning meeting, the Committee might decide to 

take 

res 

on on some draft resolutions, and if I hear no objections draft 

ons A/C,l/34/1.2, 1.5/Rev.l, 1.7, 1.10 and 1.11 will be voted on at 

that time. 

I wish to point out once that draft resolutions with financial 

impli should be submitted and introduced as soon as possible, so that 

the Fifth Committee may take appropriate action before 

in the First Com:mi ttee. 

are voted upon 

Also, regard to voting, since ln many instances representatives 

may arrive after the voting bas taken I should like to propose a certain 

procedure. It is that those representatives who come in too late to vote 

should hand the Secretary a note, st their position, which would be read 

out the rman. It would save time to do that instead of calling on a 

number of speakers to state that they would have voted a cert 

way. Therefore I 

Finally, 

that members will agree to this suggested procedure. 

will remember that last Friday Ambassador Garcia Robles 

of co, supported by Ambassador Gbarakhan of India, asked for some 

information on the present situation with regard to a decision taken at the last 

session by this Committee on the production of a United Nations film on wars 

and r consequences. I now call on the Corrmittee Secretary, who will reply. 

Mr. BANERJEE (Secretary of the First Com.rnittee): We have been informed 

by the Radio and Visual Service Division of the United Nations Department of 

Public Information that in the past month the Department bas been engaged in 

a search for a able producer or co-producer of the proposed film on wars and 

r consequences. A few offers and proDosals were made to the Department this 
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regard, tut they were considE:red to be neither appropriate nor adequate, as 

the purpose of this project is of a very special nature. Every effort is beinc: 

made to produce a film as outlined in the relevant resolution. There have been 

many films on the subject of war. If the United Nations should now add another 

to the list, it should be sonethine; quite different - extraordinary in quality 

and values. At present nec;o-~iations are r;oing on between the Department of 

Public Information and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation on collaboration 

to produce the film together. Should the negotiations bear fruit, there are 

reasonable hopes that work C)uld begin early in the coming year. 

The CHAIRMAN: As we have at the moment no speakers for tomorrow 

or for this afternoon, I propose that our next meeting be held on 

\·fednesday at 10.30 a.m. 

Tl:e meeting rose at 11.35 a.m. 




