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1. In my last xeport (A/39/361), dated 25 July 1984, I informed tbe General
Assembly of the consultations I had undertaken with the Governments of fndonesia
and Portugal, with a vie!, to contrlbutlng to the improveoent of the humanitarian
sttuation in East Timor and to proooting efforts towards a conprehensive settlement
of the problem. r indicated that, as a result of those consultations, contacts had
been initiated bet\deen the t$o countries, Ehrouqh their Permanent Representatives
ln Nen York. I also stated my readiness to continue to be of assistance in the
search for a conprehensive settlement.

2. since that date, I have actively pursued my consultations. either directly or
through Under-Secreta ry-Genera I ltafeeuddin Ahmed, who has been assisllng me in
these endeavours. During a visit to lbrtugal from I to IO August 1984' I net
vrlth Pregldent Ranalho Eanes. Prime Minister Mirio soares and Foreign Minister
Jaime cama. After my return to Headquarters, I met' on 27 Augustr with
Mr. Ali Alatas, Permanent Representative of Indonesia to the Uniled Nations.

3. t'rom 3 to 7 septenber 1984, Mr. Ahmed visited Lisbon and was recelved by
President Eanes. He also held consultations rrith Foreign Mlnister Ga(rE and the
late Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for D€fence, !4r. CaElos da Mota Pinto.

4. At the beglnning of ils thirty-ninth session, the General Assembly, acting on
the recommendation of the General comftittee, V deferred consideration of the
guestion of East fimor and decided, on 2I september, to include this item in the
provisional agenda of its fortieth session (decision 39/4021 .
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5. During the thirty-nlnth session of the ceneral Assenbly, I continued
my discussions wilh both sidee. On I October 1984, Foreiqn ltinlster
Mochtar Kusumaatmadja of rndonesia and Forelgn Mintster Ga r0a of porlugal had an
informal encounter, in the presence of Mr. Ahned. Iater that day, I met separately
t ith the thro Foreign Ministers, srho briefed ne on their discussions. Further
consuLtations oere held by l4r. AhRed, who met separately wtth the Minlster for
Foreign Affalrs of Indonesia and a senior official of the !4inistry of Foreign
Affairs of Portugal on I October.

6. As a resull of these exchanges, 1! was decided Chat Indonesia antt portugal
r.rou Id begin substantive talks under the auspices of the United Nationg in
libvember 1984. It !{as agreed that these talka trou ld conmence vrith consideration of
humanitarian issues, on the understanding that they lDuld ultimately deal with the
question in a comprehensi,ve way, thus faciritatlng an internationalry acceptable
settlement of the question of East Tlmor.

7. The fir6t round of substantlve talks was held fron 12 td 16 November 1994.
The delegations of Indonesia and Portugal were led by thelr respective
Permanent Representatives in New york, assiated by senlor offici.als frotn the
two Governments. Subsequently, l,tr. ,thmed met lrlth Mr. Ii,tochta r, Minister for
Foreign Affalrs of rndonesia, and !4rs. Maria de fourdes pintassirgo, Adviser to the
President of Portugal, on 19 and 2I !*cvember, respectively. I€ter, in conjunction
with his particlpation in an international conference in yeoen, !.{r. Abrned had a
further exchange of vlews wlth the Foreign Mlnlster of fndonesia, on l8 Deceober.

8. From 7 to 9 .tanuary 1985, Indonesia and portugal held a aecond round of
talks. In the folloning weeksl I paid offlcial vislts to several countries in
South-East Asia, including Indonesia, where I met rrith president Suharto and
Foreign Minister lilochtar, on 4 February ln Jakarta. Following my return to
Headquarters, I met with Mr. Rui E. Barbosa de Medina, permanent Representative
of Irortugal to the United llations, on 25 February.

9. The thlrd round of substantive talks iras held from rg to 22 March 1985.
On 27 March' I dlscussed the situatlon wlth Foreign Minister Mochtar of fndonesia.
sub8equentry, the permanent Representatives of rndonesia and portugal heLd three
more rounds of substantlve talks in Ne!, york, from 28 to 31 f/by, ?4 to 28 June
and 19 to 22 August 1985.

10. The substantive talka betseen fndonesia and ltortugal centred on the questions
of the repatrlation of former portugueae clvil servants, the repatriation of
certain East Timorese expatriates nol, residing in portugal, rellgious freedon,
procection and preservation of the cultural herltage of the East tlmorese peopre,
and economie and social conditions in East Timor.

tl. As regards the repatrlation of formet portuguese civil servants, 24 fanllies,
representing a total of I7l persons, have so far been ldentlfied aa clearly
eligible. rt was agreed that their repatriatlon shourd be underEaken sith the
close co-operation and cotlaboration of the tnternational Committee of the Red
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Cross (ICRC). The Unitett Nations HIgh Commissioner for Refugees has been

approa;hed regarding asslstance in funding such a programme. Agreement in
principle nas also reached on the repatriation of a nufllber of EasE Tinorese
Lxpatriates who currently reside ln Portugal and who wish to return to East Tlmor'
Both sides further agreed that it lras deslrable to begin the movement of persona

in both directions as early as is feasible.

L2. on the question of religious freedom in East Timor, fndonesia gave assurances
that there was complete freedon to profess and practice all religions, lncLuding
the cathollc faith, that the Catholic Church in East Timor had full authority over
the parochial school syslemt that the clergy had conplete freedorn of fircrvement to
carry out its apostolic aluties, upon which no reatrictlons were placealt that the
catholic church particlpated with other humanitarian organizations in lhe provision
of humanltarian assistance to the populationt and that foreign-born missionaries
coul-d enter the Territory' in accordance witb lmmigraEion regulations'

13. Regaraling the question of the protection and preservatlon of the cultural
heritage of the people of East Timor, the specific influence of the Portuguese
heritage flas considered, and the elhnic anal linguigtic traditions were examined'
In particular' Indonesia gave assurances concerning the protection of the
llnguistic and cultural heritaqe, incluating efforts undertaken to promote educa!1on

and foster indigenous cuLtural activlties in East Tlmor. In addition, information
eas excltanged regaraling a number of flronuments and historlcal sites in East Timor

and lhe step8 being taken for their protection and preservation.

1{. Economic and social conditlons in Eas! Timor were also considered' Matters
relatlng to the health, education and social uelfare of the populatlon were

e:€mlned, rrith emphasis on efforts to improve the livlng condltions of the people

of East Timor. In particularr detail-ed inforfiEtion rdas provided regarding
construction of roads, brialges and other infrastructural developmenc aCtivities.
public health, nutrltion, food anal cash-crop production and other agrlcultural
programmes. Assurances vrere glven by Indonesia reqarding the food situation'

15. During the dlscussions, a number of other humanitarian lssue6 vtere raised,
including hunan rights questions. Information was supplied by Indonesia reqarding'
inter alia, the institution and results of trial proceedings for Timorese detainees
as well as the recent reLease of a number of untried detalnees, the siluation of
the tllsplaced persons on the island of Atadro and their resettlement to the maln

island, the proteclion and relief assistance activitles of IcRc, and access to the
Territory by lnternational organizations and foreign visitors.

16. The improvement of the

***

hunanitarian sltuation of the people of East Titllor
remains one of my primary concerns ' To
the @vernnent of Indonesia the guestion
international humanitarian orqanizations
protection to the people of East Timor.
improved access to the Territory for the purposes of, g€L3llg, assessment and

this end. I have continued to ralse with
of facilitating the activltles of
engaged in providing assistance and
In aaltlition, I have stressed the need for

verlfication of conditions prevailing in East limor. In this context' I nas








