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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assenbly, by its resolution 3068 (xxvrrr) of 30 November 1973'
adopted and opened for aignaEure and ratification the International Conventlon on

the suppression and Punishnent of Ehe Crime of Apartheid and appealed to all States
to sign and ratify it as soon as posslble,

2. By its resolution 3380 (Xxx) of lO November 1975' the General AssembJ'y ' berng
convinced that ratification of or accession to the Internationaf Convention on the
suppressiori and Punishment of the crine of Apartheid on a universal basis and
implementation of its provisions nere necessary for the achievenent of bhe goals of
the Decade for Action to Combat Racisn and Racial Discrinination, aPpeated to the
covernments of a1I states to sign, ratify and inplement the Convention without
detay and requested the secr etary-Gener al to subnit to it annual reports on the
status of the Convention.

3. By its resolution 31/80 of 13 Decenber 1976, the General Assenbly uelconed the
entry into force on l8 July L976 of the Conventiont appealed to all states which
had not ye! becone parties to the Convention to accede theretot requested the
Secr elary-General to include in his annual- report under Generaf Assembly resolution
3380 (xxx) a special part concerning the implementation of the Convention, and
decitleal to consider annually, starting with its thirty-second sessionr the iLen
entitled "Status of lhe International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment
of the crime of APartheid"'
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4. By its resolution 39119 of 23 Novenbe r I9g4, the ceneral
once again to those States that had not yet done so to ratify
Convention rdithout further delay, in particul.ar those states
over transnational corporations operating in South Africa and

AssembLy appealed
or to accede to the

which had j ur isdiction
Namibia.

I I . STATUS OF TIIE COWENTION

5. In accordance with the provisions of its article XV, paragraph I, thernternational convention on the suppression and punishnent of the crinae ofApartheid entered into force on LB July 1925.

6' As at I september 1995' the convention had received 35 signatures, 29 of h,hich
had been followed by ratification. In addition. 52 states had acceded to theconvention, bringing the total of ratifications and accessions to lhe conventionto 8r' A list of states which have signed, ratified or acceded to the conventionand the dates of their signature, rati.fication or accession appears in the annex tothis r epor t.

7. fn paragraph 10 of resolution 39/L9, the ceneral Assenbly requested the
Secr etary-cener al to intensify his efforts through appropri.at- chinnels todisseninate information on the convention and its imprenentation uith a vie, topronoting further ratification of or accession to the Convention. fn thisconnection, reference is nade to the further action taken by the secr etary-ceneral
under resorution t B (xxxrr) adopted by the sub-comrnission on prevencion ofDiscrinination and protection of Minorities on 5 Sephember 1979.

8. By that resolution, the Sub-Comnission decided to est.ablish each year asessionar working group composed of five menbers of the sub-comniasion with dueregard to egui.table geographical distribuLion, to neet during the sessions of thesub-cornnission in order to consider ways and neans of encouraging Governnents r,rhich
had not yet done so to ratify or adhere to international hunan rights instruments,including the rnternationar convention on the suppression and punishment of the
cr ime of-Apartheidt and requested the secr ecary-Generat to write to Governments
wnr'cn nad not yet accepted the instrunents nentioned in that resolution, reguesting
them to inforn the sub-coru[ission of the ci.rcumstances which so far had not enab]-ed
them to ratify or adhere !o those instrunents and to explain any particular
difficurtle6 rrhich they might face, in respect of which the united Nations couldoffer any assistance.

9' A summary of infornation received so far fron Governnents appears in documents
E/CN. /Svb.2/ 452 and Add.l--5, E/CN.A/Sub.2/I9e2nO , E/cN. /sub.2/1983/33 andAdd.l-2, E/cN.A/sub.2/t983/34 , E/cN.A/sub.z/Lg84/Z.t, E/cN.4/ sub.2/\gg4/3g ,E/CN.4/Sub.2/1985/27 and E/CN.4/Sub.2/L9gS/37 , which were preparecl by ihe
secr etary-ceneral for the Sub-Commission.
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III' IMPLEMEMATION OF THE CONVENTION

IO. Under arti.cl.e vII of lhe convention, the states parties undertake to submit to

the group esEablished under article Ix perio'lic reports on the legislatrve'
iuai6iaf, administrative or other neasures tshat they have adopted and thah give

effect to the provislons of the convention' copies of the reporls are lransnitted
through the Secr etary-Gener al to the SPecial Committee against Apartheid'

Ll.Inaccordancewitharticlelx'paragraphslan'l3.oftheconvention'Ehe
inairtnan of the contnission on Bunan Rights is authorized to apPoint a grouP

consisting of lhree nenbers of the conmisslon, who are also rePresentatives of
states pareies to the convention, to consider reports subnitted by states parties
inaccordancewithartj.cleVll.Thegrouprnaymeetforaperiodofnotnoretban
iirr" aays, either before the opening or after the ctosing date of the session of
theconnisgion'!oconsiderthereportssubnittedinaccordancewitharticlevll.

:r2. Under articLe x of the Convention, the states parties to the convention
enporer the Commisslon on Hurnan Rights to undertake a number of tasks enumerated

inli.i" and, inter alia, to prePare' on the basis of reports fron competen! organs

of the uniteal Nations ana peiioiic rePorts fron states Partles' a list of
individuals, organizations; institutions and representatives of states which are

alleged to be responsible for the crimes enunerated in article I1 of lhe
convention' as well as those against lrhon lega] proceedings have been undertaken by

States Parties to the Convention'

13. By resoLution 39/19 the General Assembly conmended those stales parties to the

convention that had subnitted their reports under artj'cle vrr tbereoft called upon

all States parties to the Convention to adoPt leqislative, judicial and

adrninistrative neasures to prosecute, bring to tiiat ana punish, in accordance with
their juristliction, Persons responsible for. or accused of' the acts enunerated in

articte II of the conventioni and furtber calLed upon states parties Eo Ehe

Convention to submit their opinions on the extent and the nature of the

responsibility of transnational corporations for the continued existence of the

sysiern of upuith.ia in south Africa and on the application of article lrr of the

Convention to the activities of those corporatlons'

14. The croup of Three on the Inplementation of the Convention' aPpointed by the

chairman of lhe Comrnission on Hunan Rights at its forlieth session under article rx
of the Convention, was conposed of the representalives of Mexico' Senegal and the

UkrainiansovietsocialistRepublic.rtnetattheUnitedNalionsofficea!Geneva
fron 28 January !o I February L985 and had before i! reports subrnitted since 1ts

]984 session by eight states parties'

15. In its report to the Commission on Hunan Rights at its forty-first. sessron

(E/CN.4/Lgg5/27) ' the croup, inter alia, noled t"ith "ontttn 
that nore than half of

the states parties to the coniliEon had not submitted any report and urged in
particular those states parties which had not yet submitted their initial reports'
to do so as soon ". po""-ibl., as regulred under article VII of Ehe Convention' It
reiterated its reconrnendation that the general guidelines regarding the forn and

content of, reports should be fully taken into account by alt States parties when
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preparing their rePorls and called upon States parties to provide nore infornation
in thelr reports on the regislatiqe, Judicial and adninistrative neasures chey had
adopted to give effect to the provisions ot article rv of the convention, or on the
difficulties which they rnay haee encountered in the inplenentation of that article,
as nell as on concrete cases in ehich neasures to progecute, bring to triaL and
punish persons responsible for, or accused of, the act.s enurnerated in articl,e rr of
the convention had been applid under their jurisdiction. Moreover, the Group
appealed once again to States parCies, through the Comnission on Hunan Rights, to
strengthen their co-operation at the international reveJ- to irnplenent furly, in
accordance eith the charter of the unieed Nations, the decisions taken by tbe
security council and other competent orqans of Ehe united Nations aimed at the
preveneion, suppression and punishnent of the crime of aparthei.d; emphasized, in
particular. the importance ot neasure! to be caken rn ttre tiela of ceaching and
education tor fuller inplenentation of the Convention and invited States Darties to
include ample intornation on those neasures j.n their reports.

16. By its resolution 1985/10 of 26 February 1985. entitled 'rmprenentation of the
rnternationar convention on the suppression and punishnent of lhe crime ot
Apartheidn l/ the connission on Human Rights took note ,ith appreciation of ihe
report ot the Group of Three, and in particular the conclusions and reconnendations
contained thereini reco ndnded once again that arl, states parties should take full
account of the general guiderines laid down by the croup of rhree in tg?g for the
subnission of reportsi dree the attengi,on of arl staces !o the opinion expressed by
the Group j.n its report, that article III of the Coneention could apply to the
actj.ons of transnational corporations operating in south Afr j.ca,. dree the atlen!ion
of the states parties to the desirability of disseninating turther infornatton on
tbe Convention, tbe implenentalion of lts provisions and the work of the Group of
Threei requested the s ec r etary-cenera 1 once nore to invite states parties to the
Conveniion to express their viees on the extent and the nature of Che
responsibility of transnational corporations for the continued existence of, the
system of aparcheid in south Africai requested the croup to continue, in che light
of the vielrs expressed by states parlies, the exaninalion of che extent and the
nature of the responsibility of transnational corporations for the continued
existence of the system of apartheid in South Af,rica, including legal actions that
might be laken under the convention against transnational corporations ubose
operations in soutb Africa carne under t.he crime of apartheid, and !o report to the
cortmissj.on aL its forty-second sessioni and decided that the Group of rhree shourd
meet for a period of not nore tban five days before the forty-second seasion of the
connission to consider che reports sutxnitted by states parties in accordance with
article VfI of the Convention.

I7, In accordance trith article IX ot the Convention and ceneral Assernbly
resolution 3l/80. the Chairnan of the Comrni.ssj.on at its forty-first session
appointed the representatives ot lhe Gernan Denocratic Republic, Nicaragua and
Senegal as members of the Group of Tbree.

18. rn noles verbares daled 6 May 1985, the secretary-ceneral brought t.o r.tle
atcention of the states part.ies the relevant provisions of che convenlion and
Connission resolution 19S5,/10 as oell as the conclusions and recomnendations of che
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Group of Three in the report on its 1985 session' and requested them to subrnit

theii reports within the time-Iinits indicated in Cornnission resolution ? (XXXIV)

of 22 February 1978 for transmission to the Group of Three at its 1986 session'

19. In another note, also dated 6 May 1985, the secr etary-Gener aI brought to the

attention of all States the provisions of Corunission resolution I985/I0 and the

r ecornnendat ions of the Group of Three.

20. As regards the implemenEation of the provisions of article x of the

E""ue"ii"", lhe General Assembty, in resorution 39,/19, reguested.the corurissioh on

Hunan Rights to intensify, in c'Joperation with the Speciit comnittee against
apurtir"ii, its efforts to cornpile periodicallv the progressiv: 1i:l-:I-:P iv iduals '
organizations, institutions ana representatives of Stages deemed responsible for
.ii.." "nur"rated 

in article II of the Convention, as well as lhose against whon or

nhich legal proceedings had been undertakent reguested the secr etary-General to
distlibutetheabove-nentione.tlistanongallstatesPartiestotheconventionand
all Member states and to bring such facts to the attention of the Public by all
neans of mass communicationt and appea.l-ed to all states, United Nations olgana'

specialized agencies anal internalionaf ana national non-gover nnenlal organizations
ti "l.p up th;ir activities in enhancing Public awareness by denouncing the crimes

conmitted by the racist r6gime of south Africa'

2L. In connection with the request by the General- Assembly contained in
paragraph I of resolution }g/Li, the secr etar y-Gener al wishes to refer to part 2'

Lnupi"r- Iv of the progress rePort of the Ad Hoc working Group of Experts on

southern Africa (E/CN.4/Ig84/8, paras' 464 to 469) ' containing a consolidated list
of persons deened responsiufl ioi the crine of gPerllgig or a serious-violation of

human rights, copies of t'rhich were transmitted to aft btares parEies to lhe

Convention and all l{enber states on 3 May 1984' In a note verbale dated

6 March 1985, the secretary-Gener al drew lhe attention of alt states to the

provisions oi General esselnbly resolution 39,/19 retevanc to the implementaeion of
article X of the Convention.

Notes

L/ official Records of th9 Econonic and Social Council
Supplemen! No. 2

first ston,
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Sta te

Afghanistan

A19er ia
Antigua and Barbuda

Argeneina

Bahamas

Bangladesh

Barbados

Benrn

Bolivi.a

BuIgar ia
Burkina Faso

Burundi

Byel.orussian Soviet Social j. st
Republ ic
Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African RepubL ic
chad

Chi na

Congo

Cuba

Czechosl.ovak ia
Denocratic Kanpuchea

Democratic yenen

Ecuador

E9ypt

El Salvador

Eth iopia

Date of signature

23 January 1974

b rJune rv /5

7 October 1974

27 June 1974

3 February 19? 6

4 arch 197 4

23 October 1974

29 August 1975

3l July 1974

12 March 197 5

or access ion

6 July 1983 g/
26 t4ay L982

7 October L982 g/

31 March L98I 4
5 February 1985 a/
7 February L979 fo/

30 Decenber 19 74

6 October L983 a/
18 July 19 74

24 October 1978

12 July L978 a/

2 December I97 5

1 Novenber 1976 a/
12 June L979 4
I May 1981 a/

23 October 197 4

18 April 1983 a/
5 October 1983 Z/
1 February 1977 A/

25 March 1976

28 July L9AI a/

12 May 19 75

L3 June t97 7 g/
30 November 1979 fu/
f9 Septernber 1978 a/

ANNEX

List of States which have signed, ratified or acceded
to the International Convention on the Suppression and

Date of rec€ipt of the
instrument of r a lif ication
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Stat€

Gabon

Ganbia

Gernan Democratic Republi.c

Ghana

Guinea

Guyana

tlaiti
Eungary

India
Iran (Islamic RePublic of)
Ir ag

Jamaica

,Jordan

Kenya

Kuna it
Lao Peoplers Democratic RePublic

Lesotho

Liber ia
Libyan Arab,Janahiriya

!,l.adagascar

Mald ives

Mali
uexico

Mongolia

Mozambique

Nani.bia

Nepal

Nicaragua

Niger

Nt ger ia
Oman

Panama

Peru

2 May 1974

I March 1974

25 Apr iI 1974

I ,tu1y 1975

30 Malch 1976

5 June 1974

2 October 1974

17 May 1974

26 ,tune 1974

3 Aprit 1974

7 !4ay 1976

29 February f980 a/
29 Decenlcer L978 a/
12 August 1974

I August 1978 a/
3 l4arch l9?5

30 September L977 a/
19 Decenber L977 a/
20 June 1974

22 Septenber L97 7 Al
l8 Apr il L985 Z/
9 iluly 1975

1,8 February 197 7

23 February L977 A/
5 october t98f q/
4 Novenber L983 1/
5 November 1976 fu/

I July 19?6 g/
26 tiay L977 a/
24 Apr il L9A4 a/
19 August L977 ?/
4 l,taEch L980 fo/

8 August 1975

18 April L983 fo/
ll November 1982 9/
12 July L97 7 ful
28 March 1980 e,/

28 ,tune 1978 Al
3l March 1977

15 !'larch 1977

1 November L978 a/

/.. .

Date of receiPt of the
inatrument of r at i ficat ion



^/40/606English
Page 8

State

Philippines
Poland

Qatar
Roman ia
Rwanda

saint vincent and the crenadines
Sao Tome and pr incipe
senegal

Seychelles

Sornal-ia

Sri Lanka

Sudan

sur i.nane

syrian Arab Republic
To9o

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunis ia
Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republ ic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Arab Emirates

United Republic of Tanzania

Venezuela

Viet Nan

Yugoslavia

zaire
zanbia

Date of signature

2 t4ay I97 4

7 June 1974

18 March 197 5

6 Septenbe! 1974

15 october 1974

2 August 1974

10 Octobe! 19?4

17 .tanuary 1974

7 Apr iI 1975

lI Marcb L9 75

20 February 1974

12 February 19 74

9 Septenber I97 5

17 October 1974

Date of
i,nstrument of ratification

or accession

24 ,Ianuary 1978

15 March 19 76

19 March 1975

15 August 1978

23 ,tanuary 1981

9 Novenber L98I e/
5 Ocgober I97 9 a/

18 February 1977 ?/
13 February 1978 a/
28 January 1975

18 February 1982 gl
2l March 19 77

3 June 1980 e,/

18 ,lune 1.9 76

24 May 1984 a/
29 October L979

2I January 1977 g/

10 November 197 5

26 Novenber 19?5

15 October 1975

1I ,tune L976 a/
28 January 1983 a/
9 ,tune I98I a/
t JuIy 1975

U ,Iuly 1978 a/
14 February 1983 fu/

9/ Accesgion.


