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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 13 June 1979, the Secretary-General issued a report on the rationalization
of the procedures and organization of the General Assembly (A/34/320) which
contained a number of proposals.

2. At its Lth plenary meeting, on 21 September 1979, the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the General Cemmittee (A/34/250), adopted severa% of the
Secretary-General's proposals relating to the organization of the session, the
agenda and the allocation of items. At its L6th plenary meeting, on 25 October,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the General Committee
(8/3L4/250/Add.2, sect. II), adopted a number of the proposals of the Secr§tary—
General relating to dccumentation, the organization of work and the planning of
meetings,

3. The purpose of the present document is to draw the a@tention of the members
of the General Committee to the remaining proposals contained in the report ef the
Secretary-General. The paragraph numbers correspond to those of document
A/BUR/3k4/2.

II. DOCUMENTATION

b The inerease in documentation has become one of the most critical issues w1t2
which both Member States and the Secretariat are confron?ed. The number of reports
of subsidiary organs has doubled in the past 10 yea?s while ?he number of regogts
requested of the Secretary-General has more than tripled during the same period.

d. In order to contribute to the sclution of this problem, the Secretary-General
recommends that:
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(d) The General Assembly, including its Main Committees, should merely note
and neither debate nor adopt resolutions on those reports of the Secretary-Geners
or subsidiary organs which do not require specific action by the Assembly;

(f) Communications from Member States should be circulated as documents of
the General Assembly only if they call for action to be taken by the Assembly.

ITI. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

6. The role of the Chairman of a Main Committee is of paramount importance for
the effective performance of its work. Accordingly, the Secretary-General
recommends that:

(a) Before the conclusion of a session of the General Assembly, regional
groups should agree on the distribution of chairmanships for the following session
and nominate their candidates for these posts, on the understanding that, should
a candidate no longer be available to serve at the succeeding session, the grow
which nominated him would choose a replacement; this would afford all cormittee
chairmen a substantial period to prepare thoroughly for their tasks;

(b) Nominees for committee chairmanship should be required to have two
vears' prior experience in the United Nations system;

IV. RESCLUTIONS

8. As a time-saving measure and in order to make the debates more meaningful,
the Secretary-General recommends that subsidiary organs reporting to the General
Assembly should submit draft resolutions in order to facilitate the consideratior'. ‘
of the items while eliminating the need for co-sponsorship by individual delegatic:

9.  Whenever possible, resolutions requesting the discussion of a question a2
subsequent session should not call for the inclusion of a separate new iten suc’
discussion should be held under the item under which the resolution was adopted.

VI. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSIMBLY
12. Subsidiary organs constitute an essential means of ensuring the continuity ot
1:,he work of the General Assembly between sessions., Nevertheless, the sharlP
increase in the number of subsidiary organs of the Assembly has ::reated problers
not gn]:y in connexion with documentation, as described above, but also in the
brovision of conference services. ’
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13. The Secretary-General therefore recommends that:

(a) The General Assembly should, beginning at the thirty-fourth session,
review the usefulness of those subsidiary organs which have been unable to submit
concrete recommendations;

(b) A moratorium on the establishment of additional subsidiary organs should
be declared for a period of one year.



