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I • INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 39/163 of 17 December 1984, the General Assembly decided to
undertake a thorough and systematic review of the implementation of the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States, taking into account the evolution of all the
economic, social, legal and other factors related to the principles upon which the
Charter was based and to its purpose, in order to identify the most appropriate
actions for the implementation of the Charter that would lead to lasting solutions
to the grave economic problems of developing countries within the framework of the
United Nations.

2. In the same resolution, the General Assembly also decided to establish the
Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole to Review the Implementation of the ~harter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States, which would be convened for three weeks in
1985 and would report to the General Assembly at its fortieth session.

-1-

, - .
, , " 'l " .... -.' '. -', '---.~ , , ':"," .... ,~," , " .'.' '.: :'.~- ,.",. l~'~'-,f '" •.• , " .' •.' l"" ", I : ...,.<.. ,. ~,;:'~:;i'1' '''',' ' .. "

• • .. .., 1 ~ '_, ~
, ~, .



-2-

II. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

5. The Republic of Korea participated in the session as an observer.

Philippines
poland
Qatar
Romania
Rwanda
Saint Lucia
Senegal
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
SWaziland
Sweden
Syrian Arab Republic
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
united Arab Emirates
United Republic of Tanzania
Uruguay
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yugoslavia
Zimbabwe

German Democratic
Republic

Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Israel
Jamaica
Jordan
Lao People's Democratic

Republic
Lebanon
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Madagascar
Malta
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Nepal
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Oman
Panama
Paraguay
Peru

3. The Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole to Review the Implementation of the Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States was convened at United Nations Headquarters
from 25 March to 18 April 1985. During this period the Ad Hoc Committee held
11 meetings (1st to 11th) on 25 March, and on 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 12 and
18 April 1985. The Committee also held informal meetings.

A. ~ing and duration of the session

4. The Ad Hoc Committee is composed of all States Members of the United Nations.
Representatives of the following States Members of the United Nations attended the
session of the Ad Hoc Committee;

B. Membership and attendance

Afghanistan
Algeria
Antigua and BarDuda
Argentina
Australia
Bolivia
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Barbados
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Bhutan
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
China
Chile
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Yemen
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Finland
Gabon

•
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6. The following United Nations organs and bodie~ were represented:

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
united Nations Industrial Development Organization

C. Election of officer~ !I

7. At the 2nd meeting, on 1 April, the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, acting as temporary Chairman, invited
nominations for the post of Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee. The representative
of Antigua and Barbuda nominated Mr. Porfirio Munoz-Ledo (Mexico), and the
representative of Nepal nominated Mr. Faruq S. Ziada (Iraq) for the post of
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee. The Ad Hoc Committee proceeded to a secret
ballot, as a result of which Mr. Porfirio Muftoz-Ledo (Mexico) was elected as
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee.

8. At its 3rd meeting, on 2 April 1985, the Ad Hoc Committee elected
Mr. Tamas F8ldeak (Hungary) and Mr. Kaabachi (Tunisia) as Vice-Chairmen of the
Committee.

9. Accordingly, the officers of the Ad Hoc Committee were as follows:

Chairman: Porfirio Munoz-Ledo (Mexico)

Vice-Chairmen: Tamas F8ldeak (Hungary)
Habib Kaabachi (Tunisia)

D. Documentation

10. The Ad Hoc COmmittee had before it at its substantive session the following
documentation:

(a) Note verbale dated 19 March 1985 from the Permanent Representative of
Italy to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/40/l85)J

(b) Letter dated 22 March 1985 from the Permanent Representative of Japan to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/40/202)J

(c) Note verbale dated 22 March 1985 from the Permanent Representative of the
United States of America to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A/40/203) J

(d) Provisional agenda (A/AC.226/l)J

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on the review of the implementation of
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States (A/AC.226/2)J

(f) Agreed conclusions of the Committee* (A/AC.226/L.l)J

* Submitted by the delegation of Egypt on behalf ef members of the Group
of 77 which are States Members of the United Nations.
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\
(9) Draft decision entitled "Review of the implementation of the Charter of

Economic Rights and Duties of States" (A/AC.226/L.2)J

(h) Draft report of the Ad Hoc Committee (A/AC.226/L.3).

E. Adoption of the a~enda

11. At its 2nd meeting, on 1 April, the Ad Hoc Committee adopted the following
agenda for the session, as contained in document A/AC.226/1~

1. Election of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.

3. Review of the implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties
of States.

4. Adoption of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee.

F. Adoption of the report

12. At its 11th meeting, on 18 April, the Ad Hoc Committee adopted its draft
report (A/AC.226/L.3) and authorized the Bureau to finalize the report by
incorporating the procedural chapter and the proceedings of the 11th meeting
therein.

-4-
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III. REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

A. Introductory and general statements

13. The Director-General for Development and International Economic Cc-operation
opened the session of the Ad Hoc Committee and made a statement regarding the
historical significance of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States and
the importance attributed to it by Member States, especially the developing
countries. He observed that in the past 10 years some progress had been achieved
on various issues, while in other areas there had been limited or no progress.
Most of the issues remained on the agenda of relevant intergovernmental bodies of
the United Nations system. He stressed the need to strengthen multilab'·~al

co-operation in an increasingly interdependent world. The meeting of ::, ;) Ad Hoc
Committee would provide participants with an opportunity to reflect on ~.ose issues.

14. At the 2nd meeting, on 1 April 1985, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee made
a statement. He stressed that the Charter was one of the most important documents
adopted by the General Assembly. It set out the basic guideline~ for economic
co-operation and international law regarding development. He ra~alled the
fundamental objectives of the Ad Hoc Committee and the terms of ~~e mandate
conferred upon it by the General Assembly regarding the review of the
implementation of the Charter and the need to seek solutions to the problems that
have become more acute because of the present crisis. He invited all
representatives to partic.~p,ate in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee with a spirit of
co-operation and a willi~~~ess to promote multilateral soluticns to the economic
problems that affect all countries.

15. At the sUbseq~ent meetings, statements were made by the representatives of
Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bulgaria,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican
RepUblic, Egypt (on behalf of States Members which are members of the Group of 77),
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Mexico, Mongolia, Nicaragua, poland, Romania, Sri
Lanka, Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union ot
Soviet Socialist Republics, Venezuela, Viet Nam and Yugoslavia, as well as by the
representative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

16. Many representatives observed that the Charter remained largely unimplemented,
and attributed the worsening world economic situation to that fact. Various
representatives noted that the validity of the Charter was timeless, since it
established general principles for guiding international relations. Similarly,
most representatives referred to the economic situation prevalent in the world
today and to its various disequilibria: high interest rates, fluctuations and
misalignments of exchange rates, deteriorating terms of trade for commodity
producers, stagnating official development assistance, debt servicing difficulties
and the rise in protectionism. Mention was also made of the need to cancel the
debt of the developing countries and for Governments of the creditor countries to
undertake responsibility for the debts incurred by the developing countries with
the banks of the creditor countries.

17. Many representatives emphasized that the economic growth witnessed in some
developed countries was not being transmitted to the rest of the world, notably the
developing countries. Developing countries continued to be confronted with an
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adverse exter:'lal environment. Along those line::., most representatives stressed
tlat the Charter was a basic instrument for the establishment of a new
international economic order and for the strengthening of international peace and
security.

18. It was noted that the responsibility of implementing the Charter rested with
Governments. For its implementation, they needed to take into account the
interdependence among countries and among issues. In addition, the important role
the united Nations should play in exploring w~ys and means with a view to
broadening the areas of agreement on all important issues of international economic
co-operation for development was noted. A numb,~r of representatives observed that
the implementation of the Charter would be greatly enhanced by the launching of
global negotiations, by the strengthening of the North-South dialogue and by a
renewed commitment by all States to the strengthening of international economic
co-operation.

19. A number of representatives observed a relationship between the lack of
implementation of the Charter and increased international tension and the
acceleration of the arms race. Those representatives noted that the increased use
of economic and political coercion was a violation of the Charter.

20. A few representatives stated that, despite reservations, they had voted in
favcur of the Charter in 1974, but did not support General ;\ssembly resolution
39/163 of 17 December 1984, by which the Ad Hoc Committee was established to review
the implementation of the Charter. They doubted that the proposed procedure could
make a positive contribution to the North-South dialogue nnd questioned the
appropriateness of seeking to negotiate a formal document at present.

21. Many representatives expressed deep regret that some countries had decided to
boycott the meeting and invited thnse countries to change their position in a
spirit of co-operation, which would len0 credibility to the spirit of
multilateralism and would be a step forwdrd towards the establishment of a
constructive dialogue.

B. Review of the implementation of the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States

22. At its 9th meeting, on 11 April, the representative of Egypt introduced on
behalf of the Group of 77, a document entitled "Agreed conclusions of the
Committee" (A/AC.226/L.l).

23. At its lOth meeting, on 12 April, the Committee had before it a draft decision
(A/AC.226/L.2), sponsored by BUlgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, the
Ukrainian 5nviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
entitled "Review of the implementation of the Charter of Eccnomic Rights and Duties
of States".

24. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to request the Secretariat to
arrange for the concluding session of the Committee to be held during the week of
15 to 19 April 1985, as well as to arrange for services to be made available for
holdi~g two meetings of informal consultations prior thereto.

-6-

25. At
A/AC.226
II) •

26. Als
concludi
of 77 (5

27. In
proposed
document

y
behalf 0

followed
that in

y

(a)

(b)

balanced
"problem
States,

(c)

insert "E
of their
developmE
particulc

(d)
"continue
"facing"

(e)
effectiv
realloca
construc

(f)
confidenc

(g)

",inter a

(h)

eliminati

(i)

by "co-op



25. At the 11th meeting, on 18 April, the Committee decided to annex documents
A/AC.226/L.l and L.2 (see paras. 22 and 23 above) to its report (see annexes I and
II) •

26. Also at the 11th meeting, the Committee decided to annex to the report the
concluding statement made by the representa:ive of Egypt, on behalf of the Group
of 77 (see annex Ill).

27. In addition, the Committee decided to reproduce in its report the amendments
proposed ir~ informal consultations by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to
document A/AC.226/L.l. ~

Notes

11 At the 8th meeting, on 9 April, the representative of Nepal, speaking on
behalf of the Group of Asian States, expressed concerns regarding the procedure
followed by the t::ommi ttee in the election of the officers. He indicated, however,
that in a spirit of co-operation the Group had decided not to pursue the issue.

~ Amendments proposed in informal consultations were as follows:

(a) Titl~: replace "Agreed conclusions" by "Declaration";

(b) Para. 1: replace "problems and obstacles that impede sustained and
balanced growth of the world economy and development of developing countries" by
"problems of the world economy that il1lpede economic and social development of all
States, especially the developing countries";

(c) Para. 2: in the second sentence, between "to achieve" and "sustained",
insert "equal and mutually advantageous co-operation between all States, regardless
of their economic and socL:!l systems"; in the same sentence, between "the
development of" and lithe developing countries", insert "all countries, in
particular";

(d) Para. 4: in the third sentence, between "developing countries" and
"continue to be confronted", insert "in particular"; in the last sentence, replace
"facing" by "inher i ted and faced by";

(e) Para.~: at the end of the paragraph, add "There is an urgent need for
effective measures towards general and complete disarmament, which would allow the
reallocation of substantial material and human resources from destruotive to
constructive purposes";

(f) Para. 6: at the end of the first sentence, insert "and should restore
confidence in international economic relations";

(g) Para. 8: between "contribute to" and "eliminating", insert
",inter alia,";

(h) Para. 10: in the first sentence, replace "to eliminate" by "and to
eliminating" ;

(i) Para. 11: in the first sentence, replace "co-operation for development"
by "co-operation and development".

-7-



ANNEX I

Agreed conclusions of the Committee*

1. The review of the implementation of the Charter provides an opportunity forthe international community to seek common perceptions and the concrete solutionsnecessary for coping with interrelated problems and obstacles that impede sustainedand balanced growth of the world economy and development of developing countries.

2. The adoption of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States by theGeneral Assembly on 12 December 1974 51 marked a major step by the internationalcommunity in its efforts to place international economic relations on a just andequitable basis. The Charter embodies significant principles for guidinginternational relations in order to achieve sustained and balanced growth of theworld economy and the development of the develo~ing countries.

3. The principles and objectives contained in the Charter remain valid anddirectly relevant to the efforts of the international ,community to establish thenew international economic order and thereby bring about comprehensive and justsolutions to the structural imbalances and inequities of the international economicand financial system through constructive and positive negotiations within anatmosphere of mutual trust.

4. Ten years after its adoption, the Charter remains largely unimplemented. Thepresent international economic structure is inadequate to achieve the objective ofstability and sustained growth of the world economy envisaged in the Charter.Therefore, developing countries continue to be confronted with an adverse externalenvironment, which has been seriously affecting their development prospects. Theysuffer from a combination of serious problems, inter alia, low or declining ratesof growth, deteriorating commodity prices, sharp exchange-rate fluctuations,deterioration in the terms of trade, increasing protectionism, a severe debt crisisexacerbated by excessively high interest rates and other onerous repaymentconditions, stagnating official development assistance and the shortfalls inresources being experienced by multilateral development financial institutions, andthe reverse transfer of financial resources from developing to developedcountries. The crisis in Africa in particular illustrates the basic problemsfacing developing countries.

5. The international community is confronted with an impasse in internationaleconomic negotiations as a result of a retreat from multilateral ism. Thissituation has been further aggravated by heightened tensions and the acceleratingarms race, on which substantial resources are being expended instead of beingdevoted to economic development. It has become imperative to improve the climatefor genuine international economic co-operation.

* Submitted by the delegation of Egypt on behalf of members of the Groupof 77 which are States Members of the United Nations.

51 Resolution 3281 (XXIX), annex.
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6. Extraneous considerations should not influence international economic andfinancial co-operation, which should be based on universal respect for the right ofeach State to determine its own economic and political system. Developed countriesshould refrain from applying coercive measures in any form against developingcountries.

7. All States, individually and collectively, must act to eliminate colonialism,apartheid, all forms of racial discrimination, neo-colonialism and all forms offoreign aggression, occupation and domination. It is regrettable that 10 yearsafter the adoption of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States and after40 years of efforts on the part of the United Nations, some members of theinternational community continue to give political, economic and moral support toracist South Africa and the policies of Israel in the occupied Palestinian andother Arab territories. Foreign investments in occupied Namibia give economicstrength to the occupation forces that are bent on impeding the independence ofthat Territory.

8. The responsibility of implementing the Charter rests with Governments. It isimperative that all States should implement its principles and objectives so as tocontribute to eliminating the adverse effects of the international economic crisison developing countries.

9. The United Nations, through mandates entrusted to its different forums, has animportant responsibility in this regard. It provides the multilateral frameworkfor consideration and promotion of the implementation of the Charter. To this end,the United Nations role should be enhanced with a view to exploring, through itsvarious forums, ways and means to broaden the areas of agreement of all importantissues of international economic co-operation for development.

10. International efforts towards the implementation of the Charter are takingplace at a time when interdependence between the economies of all countries shouldlead to co-operative endeavours for the benefit of all countries to eliminate thewidening gap between developing and developed countries. Accordingly, thisrequires cha~ges in the present international economic system that will enabledeveloping countries to play their role in the world economy and to participatefully in the decision-making process in order to contribute to the establishment ofa more just and equitable international economic system.

11. Never before has the international community so urgently needed a universalcommitment to co-operation for development. The international community is urgedtoday to prove its ability to work collectively, in a spirit of co-operation andfor the mutual benefit of all countries, towards the full implementation of theprinciples and objectives of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States.To this end, all countries are urged to participate fully in the efforts of theinternational community towards the implementation of the Charter.

-9-
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ANNEX II

Draft decision*

Review of the implementation of the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States

The Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole to Review the Implementation of the Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following resolution:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

"Recalling also its resolution 39/163 of 17 December 1984 in which it
decided to undertake a thorough and systematic review of the implementation of
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

"1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
of the Whole to Review the Implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights
and Duties of States;

"2. Adopts the Declaration on the implementation of the Charter of
Economic Rights ana Duties of States, set forth in the annex to the present
resolution, [annex to be added later]

"3. Calls upon all countries and organs and organizations of the United
Nations system, bearing in mind the provisions of the aforementioned
Declaration, to be guided in their policies and activities by the principles
of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States;

"4. Invites organs and organizations of the United Nations system to
consider at their sessions, on a regular basis, progress achieved in the
implementation of relevant provisions of the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States;

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in consultation with
Governments and organs and organizations of the united Nations system, a
report on the implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States, and to submit it to the General Assembly at its forty-second session,
through the Economic and Social Council at its second regUlar session of 1987;

"6. Decides to include in the agenda of its forty-second session an item
entitled 'Review of the implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States'."

* Sponsored by Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist RepUblic,
Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist RepUblic and Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics.
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ANNEX III

Concluding statement made by the representative of EgyP~
on behalf of the Group of 77

Three weeks ago we met to review the implementation of the Charter of EconomicRights and Duties of States in accordance with the mandate entrusted to us by theGeneral Assembly. In my opening statement, I stressed that the Group of 77reaffirms its adherence to and firm belief in the principles of the Charter and thedirect relevance of the Charter to the efforts of the international community toestablish a new internaticnal economic order based on equity, sovereign equality,democracy and justice. I also emphasized the importance of the Charter as a toolwhoss purpose is to provide the international community with a dynamic instrumentdesigned to initiate a process of constructive and positive dialogue in order tobring about comprehensive and just solutions to the structural imbalances andinequities of the international economic system.

Furthermore, I stressed the crucial importance of interdependence between theeconomies of all countries which should lead to co-operative endeavour for thebenefit of all, directed towards eliminating the widening gap between developingand developed countries. We, therefore, renewed our call to all countries forco-operation, within an atmosphere of mutual trust, in working collectively towardsthe implementation of the principles and objectives of the Charter of EconomicRights and Duties of States.

During the past few weeks, while studying the state of the implementation ofthe Charter, the Group of 77, has worked hard and with a full sense ofresponsibility to propose ways and means of achieving its goals. In the course ofthis exercise, the Group reviewed the world economic situation and the differentobstacles and difficulties that are impeding a sustained and balanced growth of theworld economy and the development of developing countries. The Group concludedthat 10 years after the adoption of the Charter, it remains largely unimplemented.Moreover, the international community is confronted with an impasse ininternational economic negotiations as a result of an erosion of multilateralism, asituation aggravated by heightened tensions and the increasing arms race on whichSUbstantial resources are being expended instead of being devoted to economicdevelopment.

The Group of 77, while stressing that the responsibility of implementing theCharter rests with Governments, highlighted the important role the United Nationsshould play in exploring ways and means to broaden areas of agreement on allimportant issues of international economic co-operation for development.

In view of the above considerations, the Group concluded that never before hasthe international community so urgently needed a universal commitment toco-operation for development. To this end it urged all countries to participatefUlly in the collective efforts of the international community towards theimplementation of the Charter.

At the end of its consideration, the Group came to the conclusion that theviews it presented to the Committee could be agreed upon by consensus. In spite ofall the efforts we have exerted and the maximum flexibility we have demonstrated,the Committee has been unable to achieve this result. It is to our deep regret and

-11-
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In conclusion, let me reaffirm that the Group of 77, in spite of temporary
obstacles, will continue to hold its belief that co-operation, within an atmosphere
of mutual trust, is the only path conducive to achieving benefit for all.

concern that this constructive and positive spirit was not reciprocated and that,
instead, we were faced by the negative and passive attitude of some countries who
chose to ignore our invitation for meaningful and constructive dialogue. In this
regard, let me express once again our deep regret at the position taken by several
developed countries to boycott the work of the Committee, and utter the hope that
this position will not be allowed to be taken again. In the meantime, let me
express our appreciation to other countries who have contributed positiv~ly to this
exercise and have joined our collective effort to reach a successful outcome of the
work of our Committee.

85-14841 1401n (E) -12-
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HS,ll;aHHH OpraHHsau,HH 06'beAHHeHHbIx Ha4HH: MomHO KynHTb B KHHmHbIX Mara

3HHax H areHTCTBax BO Bcex paHoHax MHpa. HaBop;HTe cnpaBKH 06 H3,l:taHHHX B

BaweM KHHiKHOM Mara3HHe RnH nHIllHTe no ap;pecy: OpraHHsau,HH 06"bep;HHeHHbIx
HaI1HH, CeKI1HH no np0,1\alKe H3,1\aHHH, HblO-1"f0PK HnH :>KeHeBa.

Litho in United Nations, New York




