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E/NL.1989/18 

SECTION 52A. DISPOSAL OF SEIZED NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 

i n c o r p o r a t e d i n December 1988 i n t o the N a r c o t i c Drugs and 
P s y c h o t r o p i c Substances A c t , 1985 1/ 

( 1 ) The C e n t r a l Government may, h a v i n g r e g a r d t o the hazardous n a t u r e o f any n a r c o t i c 
drugs o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substances, t h e i r v u l n e r a b i l i t y t o t h e f t , s u b s t i t u t i o n , c o n s t r a i n t s o f 
proper s t o r a g e space o r any o t h e r r e l e v a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , by n o t i f i c a t i o n p u b l i s h e d i n the 
O f f i c i a l G a z e t t e , s p e c i f y 9uch n a r c o t i c drugs or p s y c h o t r o p i c substances, or c l a s s o f 
n a r c o t i c drugs o r c l a s s o f p h y s c h o t r o p i c substances which s h a l l , as soon as may be a f t e r 
t h e i r s e i z u r e , be disposed o f by such o f f i c e r and i n such manner as t h a t Government may, from 
time t o t i m e , d e t e r m i n e a f t e r f o l l o w i n g t he procedure h e r e i n a f t e r s p e c i f i e d . 

( 2 ) Where any n a r c o t i c d r u g o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substance has been s e i z e d and forwarded t o 
the o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e o f the n e a r e s t p o l i c e s t a t i o n o r t o the o f f i c e r empowered under 
s e c t i o n 53, t h e o f f i c e r r e f e r r e d t o i n s u b s e c t i o n ( 1 ) s h a l l p repare an i n v e n t o r y o f such 
n a r c o t i c drugs o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substances c o n t a i n i n g such d e t a i l s r e l a t i n g t o t h e i r 
d e s c r i p t i o n , q u a l i t y , q u a n t i t y , mode o f p a c k i n g , marks, numbers o f such o t h e r i d e n t i f y i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r s o f the n a r c o t i c drugs o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substances or the p a c k i n g i n which they are 
packed, c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n and o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r s as the o f f i c e r r e f e r r e d t o i n s u b s e c t i o n ( 1 ) 
may c o n s i d e r r e l e v a n t t o the i d e n t i t y o f the n a r c o t i c drugs o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substances i n any 
proceedings under t h i s Act and make an a p p l i c a t i o n , t o any m a g i s t r a t e , f o r t h e purpose o f : 

(a ) C e r t i f y i n g t he c o r r e c t n e s s o f the i n v e n t o r y so prepared; o r 

(b) T a k i n g , i n t h e presence o f such m a g i s t r a t e , photographs o f such drugs o r substances 
and c e r t i f y i n g such photographs as t r u e ; or 

( c ) A l l o w i n g t o draw r e p r e s e n t a t i v e samples o f such drugs or substances, i n t h e 
presence o f such m a g i s t r a t e , and c e r t i f y i n g the c o r r e c t n e s s o f any l i s t o f samples so drawn. 

(3) Where an a p p l i c a t i o n i s made under s u b s e c t i o n ( 2 ) , t h e m a g i s t r a t e s h a l l , as soon as 
may be, a l l o w t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . 

( 4 ) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a n y t h i n g c o n t a i n e d i n the I n d i a n Evidence A c t , 1872 ( 1 o f 1872) o r 
the Code o f C r i m i n a l Procedure, 1973 (2 o f 1974), e v e r y c o u r t t r y i n g an o f f e n c e under t h i s 
Act s h a l l t r e a t t he i n v e n t o r y , the photographs o f n a r c o t i c drugs or p s y c h o t r o p i c substances 
and any l i s t o f samples drawn under s u b s e c t i o n ( 2 ) and c e r t i f i e d by t h e m a g i s t r a t e , as 
pr i m a r y evidence i n r e s p e c t o f such o f f e n c e . 

E/NL.1989/19 

Government o f I n d i a 
M i n i s t r y o f Finance 
(Department o f Revenue) 

New D e l h i , 13 June 1989 

STANDING ORDER No. 1/89 

"WHEREAS th e C e n t r a l Government c o n s i d e r s i t necessary and e x p e d i e n t t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 
manner i n which the n a r c o t i c drugs and p s y c h o t r o p i c substances, as s p e c i f i e d i n N o t i f i c a t i o n 
No. 4/89 dated 29 May 1989, which s h a l l , as soon as may be a f t e r t h e i r s e i z u r e , be disposed 
o f , h a v i n g r e g a r d t o t h e i r hazardous n a t u r e , v u l n e r a b i l i t y t o t h e f t , s u b s t i t u t i o n and 
c o n s t r a i n t s o f proper s t o r a g e space; 

NOW, t h e r e f o r e , i n e x e r c i s e o f the powers c o n f e r r e d by s u b s e c t i o n ( 1 ) o f s e c t i o n 52A o f 
the N a r c o t i c Drugs and P s y c h o t r o p i c Substances A c t , 1985 ( h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as " t h e 
A c t " ) , the C e n t r a l Government hereby determines t h a t t h e drugs s p e c i f i e d i n the a f o r e s a i d 
. N o t i f i c a t i o n s h a l l be disposed o f i n t h e f o l l o w i n g manner, namely: 

\/ Note by the S e c r e t a r i a t : E/NL.1985/33. 
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SECTION I - DRUGS MEANT FOR DISPOSAL 

N a r c o t i c d r u g s ; 

( 1 ) Opium 
( 2 ) Morphine 
(3 ) H e r o i n 
( 4 ) Ganja 
( 5 ) Hashish (Charas) 
( 6 ) Codeine 
( 7 ) Thebaine 
( 8 ) Cocaine 
( 9 ) Poppy s t r a w ; and 

(10 ) Any o t h e r manufactured d r u g , as d e f i n e d under c l a u s e ( x i ) 
o f s e c t i o n 2 o f t h e A c t . 

Drugs s p e c i f i e d 
i n N o t i f i c a t i o n 
No. 4/89 
Drugs meant f o r 
d i s p o s a l 
s p e c i f i e d 

P s y c h o t r o p i c substances: 

( 1 ) Methaqualone 
( 2 ) T.H.C. 
(3 ) Amphetamine; and 
( 4 ) Any o t h e r p s y c h o t r o p i c substance, as d e f i n e d under c l a u s e ( x x i i i ) 

o f s e c t i o n 2 o f t h e s a i d A c t . 

SECTION I I - GENERAL PROCEDURE FOR SAMPLING, STORAGE, ETC. 

2.1 A l l drugs s h a l l be p r o p e r l y c l a s s i f i e d , c a r e f u l l y weighed and 
sampled on the spot o f s e i z u r e . 

2.2 A l l t h e pa c k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s s h a l l be s e r i a l l y numbered and k e p t i n 
l o t s f o r s a m p l i n g . Samples from t h e n a r c o t i c drugs and p s y c h o t r o p i c 
substances s e i z e d s h a l l be drawn on t h e spot o f r e c o v e r y , i n d u p l i c a t e , 
i n the presence o f search w i t n e s s e s (Panchas) and the person from whose 
possession t h e d r u g i s r e c o v e r e d , and a mention t o t h i s e f f e c t should 
i n v a r i a b l y be made i n the panchanama drawn on the s p o t . 

2.3 The q u a n t i t y t o be drawn i n each sample f o r c h e m i c a l t e s t s h a l l n o t 
be l e s s than 5 grams i n r e s p e c t o f a l l n a r c o t i c drugs and p s y c h o t r o p i c 
substances save i n t h e cases o f opium, g a n j a and charas ( h a s h i s h ) where a 
q u a n t i t y o f 24 grams i n each case i s r e q u i r e d f o r chemical t e s t . The same 
q u a n t i t i e s s h a l l be taken f o r t h e d u p l i c a t e sample a l s o . The s e i z e d drugs 
i n the packages/containers s h a l l be w e l l mixed t o make i t homogeneous and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b e f o r e t h e sample ( i n d u p l i c a t e ) i s drawn. 

2.4 I n the case o f s e i z u r e o f a s i n g l e p a c k a g e / c o n t a i n e r , one sample i n 
d u p l i c a t e s h a l l be drawn. N o r m a l l y , i t i s a d v i s a b l e t o draw one sample 
( i n d u p l i c a t e ) from each pac k a g e / c o n t a i n e r i n case o f s e i z u r e o f more than 
one p a c k a g e / c o n t a i n e r . 

2.5 However, when the pac k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s s e i z e d t o g e t h e r are o f 
i d e n t i c a l s i z e and w e i g h t , b e a r i n g i d e n t i c a l m a r k i n g s , and t h e c o n t e n t s o f 
each package g i v e n i d e n t i c a l r e s u l t s on c o l o u r t e s t by the d r u g 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n k i t , c o n c l u s i v e l y i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e packages are i d e n t i c a l 
i n a l l r e s p e c t s , the packages/containers may be c a r e f u l l y bunched i n l o t s 
o f t e n pa c k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s except i n t h e case o f ganj a and h a s h i s h ( c h a r a s ) , 
where i t may be bunched i n l o t s o f 40 such p a c k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s . For each 
such l o t o f p a c k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s , one sample ( i n d u p l i c a t e ) may be drawn. 

2.6 Where a f t e r making such l o t s , i n the case o f h a s h i s h and g a n j a , l e s s 
t h a n 20 pack a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s remain and, i n t h e case o f o t h e r d r u g s , l e s s 
t h a n 5 pac k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s r e m a i n , no bunching would be necessary and no 
samples need be drawn. 

2.7 I f such remainder i s 5 o r more i n the case o f o t h e r drugs and 
substances and 20 o r more i n t h e case o f ganja and h a s h i s h , one more 
sample ( i n d u p l i c a t e ) may be drawn f o r such remainder package/container. 

Sampling, 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 
e t c . o f drugs 

Drawal o f samples 

Q u a n t i t y t o be 
drawn f o r the 
sampling 

Method o f drawal; 
( a ) S i n g l e con

t a i n e r / 
package 

(b) Bunch o f 
packages/ 
c o n t a i n e r s 

Bunching f o r 
( i ) Hashish and 

ganja 

( i i ) Other drugs 
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Drawal o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
samples 

Storage o f 
samples -
procedure 

2.8 While drawing one sample ( i n d u p l i c a t e ) from a p a r t i c u l a r l o t , i t must 
be ensured t h a t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e samples i n equal q u a n t i t y are taken from 
each package/container o f t h a t l o t and mixed t o g e t h e r t o make a composite 
whole from which t h e samples a r e drawn f o r t h a t l o t . 

2.9 The sample i n d u p l i c a t e s h o u l d be kept i n h e a t - s e a l e d p l a s t i c bags as 
i t i s co n v e n i e n t and s a f e . The p l a s t i c bag c o n t a i n e r should be k e p t i n a 
paper envelope which may be sealed p r o p e r l y . Such sealed envelope may be 
marked as o r i g i n a l and d u p l i c a t e . Both t h e envelopes should a l s o bear t h e 
No. o f the p a c k a g e ( s ) / c o n t a i n e r ( s ) from which the sample has been drawn. 
The d u p l i c a t e envelope c o n t a i n i n g t h e sample w i l l a l s o have a r e f e r e n c e o f 
the t e s t memo. The se a l s should be l e g i b l e . T h i s envelope along w i t h 
t e s t memos should be ke p t i n an o t h e r envelope which s h o u l d a l s o be sealed 
and marked " S e c r e t - Drug sample/Test memo", t o be sent t o the chemical 
l a b o r a t o r y concerned. 

Despatch o f 
samples f o r 
t e s t i n g : To whom 
t o be sent? 

3. The s e i z i n g o f f i c e r s o f t h e C e n t r a l Government Departments, v i z . , 
Customs, C e n t r a l E x c i s e , C e n t r a l Bureau o f N a r c o t i c s , N a r c o t i c s C o n t r o l 
Bureau, D i r e c t o r a t e o f Revenue I n t e l l i g e n c e , e t c . s h o u l d despatch samples 
o f t h e s e i z e d drugs t o one o f t h e l a b o r a t o r i e s o f t h e C e n t r a l Revenues 
C o n t r o l L a b o r a t o r y n e a r e s t t o t h e i r o f f i c e s depending upon t h e 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t e s t f a c i l i t i e s . The o t h e r c e n t r a l agencies l i k e BSF, CBI 
and o t h e r c e n t r a l p o l i c e o r g a n i z a t i o n s may send such samples t o the 
D i r e c t o r , C e n t r a l F o r e n s i c L a b o r a t o r y , New D e l h i . A l l S t a t e enforcement 
agencies may send samples o f s e i z e d drugs t o the D i r e c t o r / D e p u t y D i r e c t o r / 
A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e S t a t e F o r e n s i c Science L a b o r a t o r y . 

P r e p a r a t i o n o f 
i n v e n t o r y 

3.1 A f t e r s a m p l i n g , a d e t a i l e d i n v e n t o r y o f such pa c k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s 
s h a l l be prepared f o r e n c l o s u r e w i t h t h e panchnama. O r i g i n a l wrappers 
s h a l l a l s o be preserved f o r e v i d e n t i a r y purposes. 

SECTION I I I - RECEIPT OF DRUGS IN GODOWNS AND PROCEDURE 

Custody o f drugs 
i n godowns -
st o r a g e procedure 

3.2 A l l drugs s h a l l i n v a r i a b l y be s t o r e d i n safes and v a u l t s p r o v i d e d w i t h 
a d o u b l e - l o c k i n g system. Agencies o f t h e c e n t r a l and s t a t e governments 
may s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n a t e t h e i r godowns f o r s t o r a g e purposes. The 
godowns should be s e l e c t e d k e e p i n g i n view t h e i r s e c u r i t y a n g l e , 
j u x t a p o s i t i o n t o c o u r t s , e t c . 

Maintenance o f 
godown and 
procedure f o r 
d e p o s i t o f drugs 

3.3 Such godowns, as a m a t t e r o f r u l e , s h a l l be pl a c e d under t h e o v e r a l l 
s u p e r v i s i o n and charge o f a g a z e t t e d o f f i c e r o f the r e s p e c t i v e enforcement 
agency, who s h a l l e x e r c i s e utmost c a r e , c i r c u m s p e c t i o n and pe r s o n a l 
s u p e r v i s i o n as f a r as p o s s i b l e . Each s e i z i n g o f f i c e r s h a l l d e p o s i t t h e 
drugs f u l l y packed and sealed i n t h e godown w i t h i n 48 hours o f such 
s e i z u r e , w i t h a f o r w a r d i n g memo i n d i c a t i n g NDPS Crime Number as per Crime 
and P r o s e c u t i o n (C & P R e g i s t e r ) under t h e new law, name o f the accused, 
r e f e r e n c e o f t e s t memo, d e s c r i p t i o n o f the dr u g s , t o t a l number o f 
pack a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s e t c . 

Acknowledgement 
t o be o b t a i n e d 

A c t i o n t o be taken 
by godown-in-
charge b e f o r e 
acceptance o f 
drugs f o r d e p o s i t 

Maintenance o f 
godown r e g i s t e r 

I n s p e c t i o n by 
i n s p e c t i n g 
o f f i c e r s 

3.4 The s e i z i n g o f f i c e r , a f t e r o b t a i n i n g an acknowledgement f o r such 
d e p o s i t i n t h e format (annexure I ) , s h a l l hand over such acknowledgement 
t o t h e i n v e s t i g a t i n g o f f i c e r o f t h e case a l o n g w i t h t h e case d o s s i e r s f o r 
f u r t h e r p r o c e e d i n g s . 

3.5 The o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e o f t h e godown, b e f o r e a c c e p t i n g the d e p o s i t o f 
dr u g s , s h a l l ensure t h a t t h e same are p r o p e r l y packed and se a l e d . He 
s h a l l a l s o arrange t h e pac k a g e s / c o n t a i n e r s (case-wise and l o t - w i s e ) f o r 
q u i c k r e t r i e v a l , e t c . 

3.6 The godown-in-charge i s r e q u i r e d t o m a i n t a i n a r e g i s t e r w h e r e i n e n t r i e s 
o f r e c e i p t should be made as per format a t annexure I I . 

3.7 I t s h a l l be incumbent upon t h e i n s p e c t i n g o f f i c e r s o f the v a r i o u s 
departments mentioned a t annexure I I t o make f r e q u e n t v i s i t s t o t h e godowns 
t o ensure adequate s e c u r i t y and s a f e t y and t o take measures f o r t i m e l y 
d i s p o s a l o f dr u g s . The I n s p e c t i n g O f f i c e r s should r e c o r d t h e i r 
r e m a r k s / o b s e r v a t i o n s a g a i n s t column 15 o f the format a t annexure I I . 
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3.8 The heads o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e enforcement agencies ( b o t h c e n t r a l and 
s t a t e governments) may p r e s c r i b e such p e r i o d i c a l r e p o r t s and r e t u r n s , as 
t h e y may deem f i t , t o m o n i t o r t h e s a f e r e c e i p t , d e p o s i t , s t o r a g e , 
a c c o u n t i n g and d i s p o s a l o f s e i z e d d r u g s . 

3.9 Since t h e e a r l y d i s p o s a l o f drugs assumes utmost c o n s i d e r a t i o n and 
importance, the enforcement agencies may o b t a i n o r d e r s f o r p r e - t r i a l 
d i s p o s a l o f drugs and o t h e r a r t i c l e s ( i n c l u d i n g conveyance, i f any) by 
h a v i n g r e c o u r s e t o the p r o v i s i o n s o f s u b s e c t i o n ( 2 ) o f s e c t i o n 52A o f 
t h e A c t . 

P r e s c r i p t i o n o f 
p e r i o d i c a l 
r e p o r t s and 
r e t u r n s 

P r e - t r i a l 
d i s p o s a l o f drugs 

SECTION IV - ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY POLICE AND OTHER 
EMPOWERED OFFICERS FOR PRE-TRIAL DISPOSAL 

4. Where any n a r c o t i c d r u g o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substance has been s e i z e d and 
forwarded t o t h e o f f i c e r - i n - c h a r g e o f t h e n e a r e s t p o l i c e s t a t i o n or t o the 
o f f i c e r empowered under s e c t i o n 53, t h e o f f i c e r , r e f e r r e d t o i n 
paragraph 3.3 o f t h e Order s h a l l prepare an i n v e n t o r y o f such n a r c o t i c 
drugs o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substances c o n t a i n i n g such d e t a i l s r e l a t i n g t o t h e i r 
d e s c r i p t i o n , q u a l i t y , q u a n t i t y , mode o f p a c k i n g , marks, numbers o r such 
o t h e r i d e n t i f y i n g p a r t i c u l a r s o f the n a r c o t i c drugs or p s y c h o t r o p i c 
substances o r t h e p a c k i n g i n which t h e y a r e packed, c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n and 
such o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r s as may be c o n s i d e r e d r e l e v a n t t o the i d e n t i t y o f the 
a f o r e s a i d drugs i n any proceedings under t h e Act and make an a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
any m a g i s t r a t e f o r the purpose o f : 

( a ) C e r t i f y i n g t he c o r r e c t n e s s o f the i n v e n t o r y so prepared; or 

( b ) T a k i n g , i n t h e presence o f such m a g i s t r a t e , photographs o f such 
drugs o r substances and c e r t i f y i n g such photographs as t r u e ; or 

( c ) A l l o w i n g t o draw r e p r e s e n t a t i v e samples o f such drugs or 
substances, i n the presence o f such m a g i s t r a t e , and c e r t i f y i n g t he 
c o r r e c t n e s s o f any l i s t o f samples so drawn. 

4.1 Where an a p p l i c a t i o n i s made under s u b s e c t i o n ( 2 ) o f s e c t i o n 52A o f 
t h e A c t , t h e m a g i s t r a t e s h a l l , as soon as may be, a l l o w t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . 

4.2 N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a n y t h i n g c o n t a i n e d i n the I n d i a n Evidence A c t , 1872 
( 1 o f 1872) or the Code o f C r i m i n a l Procedure, 1973 (2 o f 1974), every 
c o u r t t r y i n g an o f f e n c e under t h i s Act s h a l l t r e a t t he i n v e n t o r y , the 
p hotographs, o r n a r c o t i c drugs o r p s y c h o t r o p i c substances and any l i s t o f 
samples drawn under s u b s e c t i o n ( 2 ) i b i d and c e r t i f i e d by t h e m a g i s t r a t e , 
as p r i m a r y evidence i n r e s p e c t o f such o f f e n c e . 

Follow-up a c t i o n 
to be taken by 
p o l i c e and 
empowered 
o f f i c e r s 

A p p l i c a t i o n t o 
m a g i s t r a t e f o r 
p r e - t r i a l 
d i s p o s a l 

M a g i s t r a t e t o 
a l l o w a p p l i c a t i o n 

Courts t o t r e a t 
documents and 
l i s t o f samples 
c e r t i f i e d by 
m a g i s t r a t e as 
" p r i m a r y 
evidence" 

4.3 While p r e f e r r i n g an a p p l i c a t i o n under s e c t i o n 52A t o any m a g i s t r a t e , 
emphasis may be l a i d on "expediency o f d i s p o s a l " . The grounds t h a t may be 
h i g h l i g h t e d may p e r t a i n t o : 

( i ) R i sk o f p i l f e r a g e , t h e f t and s u b s t i t u t i o n ; 

( i i ) C o n t r a i n t s o f s t o r a g e and hazardous n a t u r e ; 

( i i i ) High p o t e n t i a l and v u l n e r a b i l i t y o f abuse; 

( i v ) High t e m p t a t i o n s t o t r a f f i c k e r s ; 

( v ) D i m i n u t i o n i n the v a l u e o f o t h e r a r t i c l e s ( i n c l u d i n g conveyances) 
due t o l o n g s t o r a g e , e t c . 

4.4 Since the f i l i n g o f c h a r g e - s h e e t / c o m p l a i n t s i s a c o n d i t i o n precedent 
f o r e x p e d i t i o u s i s s u e o f o r d e r s f o r p r e - t r i a l d i s p o s a l , c o m p l a i n t s by the 
r e s p e c t i v e enforcement agencies must be f i l e d a f t e r c o m p l e t i o n o f 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i t h i n t h e s t i p u l a t e d p e r i o d o f 90 days o f s e i z u r e / a r r e s t , 
on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s . T h i s r e q u i r e s t o be m e t i c u l o u s l y adhered t o . 

Grounds t o be 
enumerated i n 
a p p l i c a t i o n 

F i 1 i n g o f 
charge-sheet/ 
c o m p l a i n t 
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Documents t o 
accompany 
a p p l i c a t i o n 

Mode o f d i s p o s a l 
o f drugs on which 
c o u r t ' s o r d e r s 
o b t a i n e d 

A p p l i c a t i o n o f 
Customs Act 

4.5 While moving t h e a p p l i c a t i o n under s u b s e c t i o n ( 2 ) o f s e c t i o n 52A o f the 
Act as above, p r o d u c t i o n o f a l l s e i z e d a r t i c l e s / d r u g s , e t c . a l o n g w i t h t h e 
panchanama ( i n o r i g i n a l ) and d e t a i l e d i n v e n t o r y t h e r e o f i s e s s e n t i a l . The 
i n v e n t o r y s h a l l be complete i n a l l r e s p e c t s and c o n t a i n such p a r t i c u l a r s 
as may be r e l e v a n t t o e s t a b l i s h n e x u s / i d e n t i t y o f a r t i c l e s . The chemical 
a n a l y s i s r e p o r t s h a l l a l s o be s i m u l t a n e o u s l y f i l e d . 

4.6 A f t e r t h e c o u r t o r d e r s are passed f o r p r e - t r i a l d i s p o s a l o f drugs, 
t h o s e drugs which have no l e g i t i m a t e v a l u e ( e x c e p t i n g opium, morphine, 
codeine and t h e b a i n e , which are r e q u i r e d t o be t r a n s f e r r e d t o the 
Government Opium and A l k a l o i d Works U n d e r t a k i n g a t Ghazipur o r Nee-much, 
as t h e case may be) are r e q u i r e d t o be d e s t r o y e d c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e 
g u i d e l i n e s issued under t h i s o r d e r and n o t repugnant t o t h e c o u r t ' s o r d e r . 

4.7 As the b u l k o f s e i z u r e s o f drugs r e l a t e t o i l l i c i t i m p o r t o r e x p o r t 
and are made a t t h e p o i n t s o f e n t r y or e x i t o r i n t r a n s i t t r a f f i c , such 
drugs are l i a b l e t o s e i z u r e under s e c t i o n 110 o f the Customs A c t , 1962 and 
c o n f i s c a t i o n under s e c t i o n s 111 or 113 i b i d . I n such cases, i t would be 
a p p r o p r i a t e t o i n i t i a t e p r o c eedings under t he Customs Act a l s o . 

SECTION V - CONSTITUTION AND FUNCTIONS OF DRUG DISPOSAL COMMITTEE 

C o n s t i t u t i o n o f 
Drug D i s p o s a l 
Committee 

F u n c t i o n s 

M e e t i n g by t h e 
Committee 

5. A three-member committee o f the r e s p e c t i v e enforcement agencies ( b o t h 
c e n t r a l and s t a t e s ) , known as t h e " N a r c o t i c Drugs and P s y c h o t r o p i c 
Substances D i s p o s a l Committee" sho u l d be c o n s t i t u t e d t o d i s c h a r g e i t s 
f u n c t i o n s from the h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e heads o f departments. 
The Committee w i l l be headed by an o f f i c e r n ot below t he rank o f : 

( i ) Deputy C o l l e c t o r o f Customs and C e n t r a l E x c i s e w i t h two members o f 
the r a n k o f A s s i s t a n t C o l l e c t o r o f Customs and C e n t r a l E x c i s e i n 
t h e case o f a Customs and C e n t r a l E x c i s e C o l l e c t o r a t e ; 

( i i ) Deputy N a r c o t i c s Commissioner w i t h two members o f the rank o f 
A s s i s t a n t N a r c o t i c s Commissioner i n t h e case o f N a r c o t i c s 
Commissioner's o r g a n i z a t i o n ; 

( i i i ) Deputy D i r e c t o r o f Revenue I n t e l l i g e n c e w i t h two members o f the 
rank o f A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r i n t h e case o f D i r e c t o r a t e o f Revenue 
I n t e l l i g e n c e ; 

( i v ) Deputy D i r e c t o r and two o t h e r o f f i c e r s , as may be a u t h o r i z e d by 
th e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l , N a r c o t i c s C o n t r o l Bureau i n the case o f t h a t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ; 

( v ) Deputy I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l o f P o l i c e w i t h two members o f the rank o f 
Su p e r i n t e n d e n t o f P o l i c e i n r e s p e c t o f s t a t e p o l i c e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; 
and 

( v i ) Deputy Commissioner o f E x c i s e w i t h two o f f i c e r s o f the rank o f 
A s s i s t a n t Commissioner, i n r e s p e c t o f s t a t e e x c i s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

5.1 The Committee w i l l be d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e t o the head o f t h e 
department concerned. 

5.2 The f u n c t i o n s o f t h e Committee w i l l be t o : 

( a ) Undertake d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s o f drugs pending d i s p o s a l ; and 

( b ) A d v i s e t h e r e s p e c t i v e i n v e s t i g a t i n g o f f i c e r s / s u p e r v i s o r y o f f i c e r s 
on t h e ste p s t o be i n i t i a t e d f o r e x p e d i t i o u s d i s p o s a l . 

5.3 The Committee s h a l l meet as f r e q u e n t l y as p o s s i b l e as may be 
co n s i d e r e d necessary f o r q u i c k d i s p o s a l o f drugs and a t l e a s t once i n two 
months. W h i l e t h e c e n t r a l agencies s h a l l endorse a copy o f t h e minutes o f 
such meetings d i r e c t l y t o t h e N a r c o t i c s C o n t r o l Bureau, t h e s t a t e 
enforcement agencies concerned s h a l l r e p o r t t h e same t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
S t a t e P o l i c e Headquarters ( C I D ) , who, i n t u r n , may keep t h e N a r c o t i c s 
C o n t r o l Bureau inf o r m e d o f the p r o g r e s s made from t i m e t o t i m e . 
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5.4 The o f f i c e r s - i n - c h a r g e o f godowns s h a l l p r e p a r e a l i s t o f a l l such 
drugs t h a t have become r i p e f o r d i s p o s a l t o the chairman o f the r e s p e c t i v e 
d r u g d i s p o s a l committee. A f t e r examining t h a t t h e y a r e f i t f o r d i s p o s a l 
and s a t i s f y i n g t h a t t h e y are no l o n g e r r e q u i r e d f o r l e g a l proceedings and 
the a p p r o v a l o f t h e c o u r t has been o b t a i n e d f o r t h e purpose, the members 
o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e d r u g d i s p o s a l committee s h a l l endorse necessary 
c e r t i f i c a t e s t o t h i s e f f e c t . The committee s h a l l t h e r e a f t e r p h y s i c a l l y 
examine and v e r i f y t h e d r u g consignments w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o the s e i z u r e 
r e p o r t and o t h e r documents l i k e c h e m i c a l a n a l y s i s , e t c . , i n c l u d i n g i t s 
w e i g h t and r e c o r d i t s f i n d i n g s i n each case. 

5.5 The composite sample s h a l l be drawn f o r g e t t i n g t h e same t e s t e d by t h e 
C e n t r a l Revenues C o n t r o l L a b o r a t o r y o r t h e s t a t e f o r e n s i c s c i e n c e 
l a b o r a t o r y / s t a t e d r u g c o n t r o l l a b o r a t o r y concerned. I f no v a r i a t i o n , 
e i t h e r i n t h e p u r i t y o r q u a n t i t y , i s found, t h e same s h a l l be o r d e r e d f o r 
d e s t r u c t i o n by the department. Where any minor v a r i a t i o n s are n o t i c e d , a 
d e t a i l e d r e p o r t may be s u b m i t t e d t o the head o f t h e department o f the 
enforcement agency concerned. I n the case o f w i d e r v a r i a t i o n s , t he m a t t e r 
s h a l l be i m m e d i a t e l y r e p o r t e d t o t h e N a r c o t i c s C o n t r o l Bureau i n d i c a t i n g 
the f o l l o w - u p a c t i o n taken i n t h i s r e g a r d . The d e s t r u c t i o n o f drugs i n 
such cases can be done o n l y a f t e r o b t a i n i n g t h e o r d e r s o f the head o f the 
department concerned. 

Procedure t o be 
fo1lowed by the 
Committee w i t h 
r e g a r d t o 
d i s p o s a l o f drugs 

V a r i a t i o n i n 
chemical a n a l y s i s 
r e p o r t - Other 
a c t i o n t o be 
taken 

5.6 The Committee s h a l l be empowered t o o r d e r d e s t r u c t i o n o f the s e i z e d 
drugs i n t h e f o l l o w i n g cases*. 

Name o f d r u g Q u a n t i t y ( k g ) 

1. H e r o i n 2 
2. Hashish (Charas) 50 
3. Hashish o i l 10 
4. Gan j a 500 
5. Cocaine 1 
6. Mandrax 150 
7. Other drugs Up t o v a l u e o f 

Rs. 5 l a c s 

Power o f 
Committee f o r 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
sei z e d drugs 

5.7 The d i s p o s a l committee s h a l l i n t i m a t e t o the Head o f the Department 
concerned t h e programme o f d e s t r u c t i o n ( g i v i n g complete d e t a i l s ) i n 
advance ( a t l e a s t 15 days b e f o r e the d a t e o f d e s t r u c t i o n ) so t h a t , i n case 
he deems f i t , he may e i t h e r h i m s e l f conduct s u r p r i s e checks or depute an 
o f f i c e r f o r c o n d u c t i n g such s u r p r i s e checks. The d i s p o s a l committee s h a l l 
i n f o r m t h e r e s p e c t i v e heads o f department i n r e s p e c t o f ever y d e s t r u c t i o n 
made by i t i n d i c a t i n g t h e date o f d e s t r u c t i o n , q u a n t i t i e s d e s t r o y e d , e t c . 

5.8 I n those cases where t h e q u a n t i t i e s exceed t h e above l i m i t s , 
d e s t r u c t i o n s h a l l be o r d e r e d and t a k e p l a c e o n l y under the s u p e r v i s i o n by 
the head o f t h e department h i m s e l f a l o n g w i t h t h e chairman and members o f 
the Drug D i s p o s a l Committee. 

I n t i m a t i o n t o 
head o f 
department on 
d e s t r u c t i o n 

Q u a n t i t i e s i n 
excess o f 
d e l e g a t i o n -
procedure t o be 
f o l l o w e d 

5.9 A l l drugs e x c e p t i n g opium, morphine, codeine and t h e b a i n e s h a l l be 
de s t r o y e d by i n c i n e r a t i o n i n such places where adequate f a c i l i t i e s and 
s e c u r i t y arrangements e x i s t f o r t h e same a f t e r e n s u r i n g t h a t t h i s may n o t 
be a h e a l t h hazard from t h e p o i n t o f view o f p o l l u t i o n . Open d e s t r u c t i o n 
o f such drugs may a l s o be r e s o r t e d t o , wherever c o n s i d e r e d f e a s i b l e and 
necessary, a f t e r due p u b l i c i t y t o g a i n the c o n f i d e n c e o f the p u b l i c . Wide 
p u b l i c i t y , i n such cases, would be c o n s e q u e n t i a l . 

Mode o f d i s p o s a l 
of drugs 

SECTION V I - MISCELLANEOUS 

6. A c e r t i f i c a t e o f d e s t r u c t i o n ( i n t r i p l i c a t e ) c o n t a i n i n g a l l t h e 
r e l e v a n t data l i k e godown e n t r y number, f i l e number, gross and net 
w e i g h t o f the drugs s e i z e d , e t c . , s h a l l be prepared and d u l y endorsed by 
the s i g n a t u r e o f the chairman as w e l l as members o f the Committee. T h i s 
c o u l d a l s o serve t h e purpose o f panchanama. The o r i g i n a l copy s h a l l be 
pasted i n the godown r e g i s t e r a f t e r making necessary e n t r i e s t o t h i s 
e f f e c t , t h e d u p l i c a t e t o be r e t a i n e d i n t h e s e i z u r e case f i l e and the 
t r i p l i c a t e copy w i l l be kept by the D i s p o s a l Committee. 

C e r t i f i c a t e o f 
d e s t r u c t i o n 



6.1 The procedure as o u t l i n e d above should be f o l l o w e d by a l l c e n t r a l and 
s t a t e enforcement agencies concerned. Other goods ( i n c l u d i n g conveyance) 
r i p e f o r d i s p o s a l may be disposed o f by p u b l i c a u c t i o n o r i n such manner 
as i s deemed c o n v e n i e n t i n the b e s t i n t e r e s t s o f t h e Government. 

(R.K. TEWARI) 
D i r e c t o r 

Department o f Revenue 
M i n i s t r y o f Finance 
Government o f I n d i a 

New D e l h i 


