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PROGRAMME 7. DISARMAMENT

A. Programme

1. General orientation

7.1 The legislative authority of the programme on disarmament stems from Article 1
of the Charter of the United Nations, which declares as one of the purposes of the
United Nations the maintenance of international peace and security. On .
30 June 1978, the General Assembly proclaimed the aims and purpose~ for d~~armament

in the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session, the first speclal sess~on

devoted to disarmament (resolution S-10/2). In that document the General Assembly
stated, inter alia, that all States must be actively concerned with and contribute
to measures of disarmament and arms limitation, which have an essential part to
play in maintaining and strengthening international security. The Assembly
declared that the role and responsibility of the United Nations in the sphere of
disarmament, in accordance with its Charter, had to be strengthened.

7.2 In the Final Document, in section IV, entitled "Machinery", the General
Assembly described ways of revitalizing disarmament machinery, constituting
appropriate forums, improving study and information functions and increasing
contacts with non-governmental organizations and research institutions. Those
provisions have been the basis for the Secretary-General's disarmament programme.

7.3 On 7 June 1982, at its twelfth special session, the General Assembly formally
launched the World Disarmament Campaign under United Nations auspices. In addition
to reaffirming the Final Document, the Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special
Session, adopted by consensus in decision S-12/24 of 10 July 1982, included an
annex setting out the objectives, contents and modalities of the Campaign. The
Campaign's primary purpose is to inform, to educate and to generate public
understanding and support for the objectives of the United Nations in the field of
arms limitation and disarmament.

7.4 In subsequent years the General Assembly has continued to adopt a considerable
number of resolutions and decisions, which have established mandates for action by
the Secretary-General in the field of arms limitation and disarmament. The
functions and organization of the Department for Disarmament Affairs, which is
responsible for carrying out the programme, are described in ST/SGB/Organization,
section DDA, of 2 AUgust 1988.

7.5 The resolve of the international community to save future generations from the
scourge of war was expressed in the preamble to the Charter of the United Nations.
The advent of nuclear weapons in 1945 threw that concern into sharp relief from the
inception of the Organization, a concern that mounted through the 19505 to the
1910s as the maintenance of arms and armed forces continued to consume some
5 per cent of gross world product. Anxieties were further fuelled by several other
factors, including technological advances in weapons design, by increasing arms
transfers, and by the ever-rising number of nuclear warheads and delivery systems.
It was the combination of these and other circumstances, together with the
emergence of a strong sentiment in the international community that action was
needed, that led to the holding in 1978 of the tenth special session of the General
Assembly, the first devoted to disarmament.
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7.6 Following 1978, as steps were taken to implement the Programme of Action set
out in the Final Document, there was a significant increase in activities concerned
with arms limitation and disarmament, both inside and outside the United Nations.
Public interest and concern grew considerably. At the same time, reflecting the
tensions present in the international climate during the first half of the 1980s,
there was no lessening of military expenditures in the world. However, in the
second half of the 1980s, the international atmosphere began to improve, and it was
soon reflected in increased activity in bilateral, regional and multilateral
negotiations.

7.7 It is now evident that, after many years of difficulty and virtual stagnation,
a turning-point has been reached at the end of the 1980s in efforts to halt and
reverse the constant haemorrhaging of expenditures on arms and armed forces. The
1990s offer long-awaited opportunities fo.r significant advances i,n bilateral,
multilateral and regional disarmament measures.

7.8 It seems probable that in the early years of the new decade there will be
significant reductions in strategic nuclear arms between the two major Powers, a
regional agreement regarding reductions in conventional arms and armed forces in
Europe, and a multilateral convention on chemical weapons. These three advances
will, hopefully, be the centre-pieces of much wider efforts. Pressures to achieve
further reductions in nuclear weapons will continue, as will demands to make
progress towards a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty, probably accompanied by
an international seismic monitoring network to verify compliance with such a
treaty. Further multilateral efforts will continue to promote nuclear-free 20nes,
to prevent an arms race in outer space, to discourage the proliferation of
ballistic missiles, to strengthen regional measures in support of pe~ce and
disarmament, and to encourage regional confidence- and security-building measures.
It will be necessary to ensure that quantitative reductions are not simply replaced
by a qualitative arms race. Issues of conventional disarmament are, likely to
attract increased attention, with an emphasis being given to aspects such as
limitations on arms transfers, reductions in military expenditures, conversion and
possible naval arms limitations. Of many topics for multilateral consideration and
action, one that is likely to see considerable discussion is that of verification
of multilateral arms limitation and disarmament agreements and the potential role
of the United Nations in such activities, or in the wider area of monitoring
developments in areas of tension and potential crisis with a view to the prevention
of conflict before it occurs.

7.9 These issues seem likely to create a number of demands for action by the
Department for Disarmament Affairs. The intergovernmental deliberative and
negotiating organs will continue to require considerable substantive support. It·
will be necessary for the Department as a whole to follow the course of
developments at the bilateral, regional and global levels and to assess their
impact on the work of the United Nations in the field of arms limitation and
disarmament. The dynamic nature of developments and the complexity of issues being
addressed are likely to require continuous expert monitoring, analysis and study
with a view to providing the General Assembly and other users with authoritative
information, reports and possible policy recommendations. There will also be a
need to maintain a flow of factual and objective information, through a vigorous
publications programme, to members of the public, non-governmental organizations
and other constituencies on the progress of arms reductions, on the economic and
social benefits of disarmament, on ongoing negotiations and on new issues as they
arise. Furthermore, the Department should improve its services to developing
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countries to facilitate a wider understanding of global disarmament issues as well
as consideration of matters of more regional or subregional concern.

7.10 At the same time, disarmament and security will probably become more
interactive and the fast-moving course of events is likely to result in shifting
and unpredictable situations. In such circumstances, it is neither practicable nor
advisable to structure subprogrammes within a restrictive harness that might limit
the Organization's capacity to react and respond to the stimuli of events and to
unexpected requirements that may emerge. For these reasons, it will be necessary
to retain flexibility for review.

2. Overall strategy

7.11 The overall objective of achieving disarmament is inevitably long-term in
nature. Within that long-term objective, the purposes and functions of the
Department for Disarmament Affairs, derived from existing mandates and related to
the programme as a whole in response to current and emerging problems and issues as
described above, are as follows:

(a) To assist and advise the Secretary-General in the discharge of his
responsibilities for disarmament;

(b) To assist Governments and intergovernmental bodies in the preparations
for and conduct of deliberations and negotiations, to take follow-up action on the
decisions of the General Assembly and other bodies, and on agreements, as may be
necessary;

(c) To provide in-depth, accurate and useful information on disarmament
matters to Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
research institutions, the general public and others;

(d) To co-ordinate and implement activities of the World Disarmament Campaign;

(e) To promote a more thorough understanding of the complex factors involved
in the process of disarmament through in-depth and comprehensive monitoring,
analysis and study of specific aspects of disarmament;

(f) To provide a fellowship programme, training and advisory services
programme for national public officials, particularly those from developing
countries;

(g) To administer and develop the activities of the Regional Centre for Peace
and Disarmament in Africa, the Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia
and the Pacific, and the Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in
Latin America and the Caribbean.

7.12 The means of action necessary to achieve the objectives of the disarmament
programme are many and varied. The Department will continue to provide the
requisite substantive, secretariat and administrative services to the First
Committee, to the subsidiary bodies of the General Assembly concerned with
disarmament matters, to the Conference on Disarmament, which has been identified by
the Assembly as the single multilateral negotiating forum, and to its sUbsidiary
bodies, to ad hoc disarmament bodies as may be established, to review conferences
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and other meetings of parties to mUltilateral agreements on disarmament and related
matters, and to expert groups assisting the Secretary-General in undertaking
disarmament studies.

7.13 Furthermore, the Department will be responsible for writing and producing a
range of publications, on a regular basis, aimed at presenting information on the
subject-matter in a factual and objective manner. In addition to requiring
substantive knowledge and political sensitivity, this task also needs arrangements
to gather and organize appropriate information for use by delegations,
non-governmental organizations and research institutes, as well as for departmental
use. The Department's use of computer data-base services in this respect will also
be developed.

7.14 The promotion of informed exchanges between Governments, researchers,
scientists and other experts, and non-governmental organizations in the form of
symposia, seminars and conferences, both within and outside the World Disarmament
Campaign, has proved to be of considerable value and will be further encouraged.
In this connection, it should be recalled that the World Disarmament Campaign is
expected to be funded in part by voluntary contributions.

7.15 The monitoring, analysis and study functions can be expected to expand during
the period covered by the medium-term plan, reflecting the improved international
climate and the expressed readiness of Governments to discuss, deliberate and
negotiate issues on which there has been little or no progress in the past. In
this context, continuance of the well-established series of disarmament studies
carried out by the Secretary-General is expected to remain of major importance.
Rapid changes and developments in the international arena seem likely to have
particular significance in the work of the Department in those functions.

7.16 The implementation of the World Disarmament Campaign will continue to require
extensive liaison with non-governmental organizations, the media, parliamentarians,
the educational community and research institutions. In some respects, the work of
the Campaign will be carried out in connection with the work of the three regional
centres (in Africa, in Latin America and in Asia). These activities rely heavily
on voluntary contributions.

7.17 The present fellowship programme and the more recent training and advisory
services programme are designed specifically to give training to junior national
public officials, particularly those from developing countries. Other means of
providing assistance to developing countries have been through the establishment of
the regional centres in Lome, Lima and Kathmandu. Those activities will be
continued and strengthened.

7.18 To carry out its functions, the Department for Disarmament Affairs is
organized into four branches, three of which are based in New York while the fourth
is situated at Geneva. The task of the latter is to service the negotiations being
carriec out in the Conference on Disarmament. The three Regional Centres and the
Fellowship, Training and Advisory Services Programme are responsible directly to
the Under-Secretary-General.

7.19 Co-ordination is required in several instances. Under the action programme
adopted by the International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and
Development, the Department is responsible for co-ordinating intra-Secretariat and
system-wide inputs. The Department also maintains liaison with intergovernmental
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organizations, specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) on a case-by-case basis as required. In addition, the Department has a
responsibility for co-ordinating within the United Nations system the
implementation of the World Disarmament Campaign. Within the Secretariat,
co-ordination is necessary in a similar manner with other Departments such as the
Executive Office of the Secretary-General, the Office for Political and General
Assembly Affairs and Secretariat Services, the Office for Research and the
Collection of Information, the Office of Legal Affairs, the Department of Political
and Security Council Affairs, the Department of International Economic and Social
Affairs, the Department of Conference Services and the Department of Public
Information.

3. Subprogramme structure and priorities

7.20 In the light of the above orientations and the trends and prospects regarding
disarmament matters during the period of the plan, the programme will consist of
the following subprogrammes:

Subprogramme 1. Deliberation and negotiation

Subprogramrne 2. Publications, information and World Disarmament Campaign

Subprogramrne 3. Monitoring, analysis and studies

Subprogramme 4. Assistance to developing countries on disarmament issues:
regional centres; fellowship, training and advisory services.

7.21 Among the many tasks entrusted to the programme, highest priority will be
allocated to activities involving deliberation, negotiation and follow-up
activities.

B. Subprogrammes

SUBPROGRAMME 1: DELIBERATION AND NEGOTIATION

(a) Objectives

7.22 The principal legislative authority derives from General Assembly resolutions
31/90, S-10/2, 33/71 H, 34/83 L, 35/46, 8-12/24, 39/151 A, 41/85 0, 41/51, 43/57,
43/77 B, 43/82, 44/106, 44/115 Band C, 44/115 0 and Q, 44/119 C, D and Hand
44/120.

7.23 It is expected that further positive developments in the field of arms
limitation and disarmament may transpire during the period of the medium-term plan
with respect to bilateral, multilateral and regional disarmament measures. These
developments will have an inevitable impact in placing additional demands in terms
of the activities under the sUbprogramme in so far as its primary objective is to
provide the requisite assistance to Governments and intergovernmental bodies in the
context of their deliberative and negotiating efforts aimed at intensifying and
advancing the process of arms limitation and disarmament.
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7.24 More specifically the Department for Disarmament Affairs has the following
objectives under the sUbprogramme:

(a) To provide secretariat, administrative and substantive support services
to the First Committee, the Disarmament Commission, the Ad Hoc Committee on the
World Disarmament Conference, 1/ their working groups and other disarmament bodies
that may be set up by the General Assembly, including at its special sessions
devoted to disarmament, and/or its subsidiary bodies; and to provide substantive
support to the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean; ~I

(b) To provide secretariat, administrative and substantive support services
for the Conference on Disarmament and its subsidiary bodies;

(c) To provide secretariat, administrative and substantive support services
to preparatory committees, multilateral conferences and their subsidiary bodies,
including review conferences of existing treaties, and to meetings convened to
negotiate legal instruments in the field of disarmament;

(d) To prepare and co-ordinate the provision of the documentation needed for
the various disarmament bodies;

(e) To follow-up on resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly and
other legislative bodies and to prepare reports thereon to the Assembly, as
required, including periodic surveys of the status of adherence to existing
disarmament agreements, treaties and conventions;

(f) To plan and co-ordinate the programme of meetings of disarmament bodies
serviced by the Department on an annual basis in co-operation with the Department
of Conference Services;

(g) To carry out the functions, as assigned to the Department, deriving from
the Secretary-General's role as depository of multilateral conventions and
agreements in the field of disarmament.

(b) Course of action of the Secretariat

7.25 Administrative and substantive assistance and secretariat services will
continue to be provided to the disarmament machinery, taking into account the new
developments in the field of disarmament. In addition, the Department for
Disarmament Affairs will continue to provide services to a number of review
conferences of treaties, and to their respective preparatory committees.
Assistance will also be provided to Governments in connection with the Procedures
for Upholding the Authority of the 1925 Geneva Protocol. An updated list of
experts and laboratories required for purposes of investigation of alleged use of
chemical weapons and an annual register of information on nuclear test explosions
will be maintained.

7.26 During the plan period the wide range of activities under this subprogramme
will cover a number of broad but distinct categories, which include the following
components:
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(a) Preparatory phase: Planning and organization of meetings of disarmament
bodies, including their ad hoc working groups and meetings of officers, preparation
and/or co-ordination of reports and other documentation as mandated by legislative
organs, and of information notes and other background material as appropriate.
Preparatory work also involves consultations related to procedural as well as
substantive matters with delegations, with the chairmen and other officers of the
legislative and other intergovernmental organs concerned, as well as through ad hoc
working groups and preparatory committees of the various disarmament bodies,
including conferences;

(b) Legislative process:

(i) Deliberative phase: The provision of substantive, technical and other
services to disarmament bodies, in order to ensure the orderly and
effective conduct of business and in that connection the preparation,
inter alia, of their draft agenda, annotated agenda, draft rules of
procedures, programme of work, procedural briefs and, as required,
substantive statements, and the relevant documentation: assistance in
matters relating to legal issues, procedure and interpretation of rules,
as well as in facilitating the process of consultations, especially in
the context of consideration and adoption of draft resolutions and
decisions, amendments and treaty provisions, as well as revisions,
reports and final documents:

(ii) Nftgotiating phase: Assistance to Governments in resolving issues during
the negotiating phase by providing background analyses, suggesting
alternative approaches or solutions to problems and assisting in
consultations among Member States;

(iii) Follow-up and implementation: Activities during the medium-term period
will continue to consist of following up on General Assembly resolutions
and decisions, inclUding those ranging from recurrent reports to
complying with special instructions and major actions arising from
specific Assembly mandates. With regard to multilateral disarmament
agreements, the Department carries out the functions deriving from the
Secretary-General's role as depository of multilateral conventions and
agreements in the field of disarmament, and provides appropriate services
for relevant review conferences, inclUding monitoring the process of the
signature and ratification of those agreements.

7.27 The above are, to a large extent, considered as continuing functions to be
carried out pursuant to specific mandates emanating from legislative decisions.
Based on the experience of previous review conferences and in accordance with
relevant directives in the respective final documents and/or treaties, the
following major conferences are likely to take place during the plan period: the
second review Conference on the Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any
Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques; the fourth review
conference of the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons
and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in the
Subsoil Thereof, and the next conference on the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons.

7.28 The Department for Disarmament Affairs will also have to be prepared to
assume additional responsibilities arising from certain recent decisions, such as
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those related to the Geneva Protocol of 1925, and future activities that might
emerge as a result of the conclusion of agreements in areas such as chemical
weapons and radiological weapons.

8UBPROGRAMME 2. PUBLICATIONS, INFORMATION AND WORLD DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN

(a) Objectives

7.29 The legislative authority for the subprogramrne, building on previous General
Assembly resolutions, derives from resolutions 31/90, 32/87 E, 8-10/2, 33/71 G,
37/100 I, 38/73 D, 39/63 A and D, 40/151 Band D, 41/60 A and B, 42/39 G, 43/76 C,
44/117 A and 44/123.

7.30 Member States require reliable and useful reference and information materials
in order to be able to participate more fully in deliberations and negotiations in
the area of arms limitation and disarmament. The support of a well-informed public
is also essential for sustained progress on issues of arms limitation, disarmament
and security. As those questions are seen by Member States as intimately linked to
their security, the preparation of reference and information materials, and of
publicity and dissemination programmes in the area is therefore a highly sensitive
activity requiring a high degree of substantive knowledge and political
specialization. Such products have to be factually correct, balanced and objective
in order to continue to enjoy the confidence of governmental and non-governmental
sectors of society. At the same time, dissemination has to be global: security is
a matter of concern in all regions.

7.31 Major problems to be addressed include the handling of an increasingly heavy
demand for information and documentation on disarmament, as well as the need
further to diversify publications to serve, on the one hand, government officials
engaged in arms limitation and disarmament, as well as a growing number of
well-informed organizations and the research community, and, on the other hand, a
public less well-versed in disarmament matters, which, however, has become more
aware of disarmament issues and is asking for factual information. The latter also
applies to schools and individuals, as education for peace and disarmament is
becoming more and more part of an established curriculum.

7.32 This two-pronged approach can also be seen in the organization of conferences
and seminars, as international meetings are held to focus on specific topics, thus
furthering the multilateral consideration of an issue, as well as regional meetings
that serve as a forum for information and debate, thus furthering co-operation
among constituent groups in one region or subregion. A balance will need to be
maintained between smaller expert seminars and more general meetings.

7.33 Other problems to be addressed during the period in question also include the
need to streamline dissemination of pUblications and stock/volume control; to
increase the entries on the mailing list/register of constituents; and to improve
evaluation mechanisms of the sUbprogramme in order better to respond to needs.

7.34 The primary objectives of the sUbprogramme are:

(a) To provide accurate, objective, topical and useful pUblished reference
data and information on arms limitation and disarmament to government officials;
elected representatives; non-governmental organizations, public interest groups and
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the interested general public; the educational and research communities; and the

media;

(b) To inform, to educate and to generate public understanding of the
importance of and support for multilateral action, including by United Nations and
the Conference on Disarmament, in the field of arms limitation and disarmament, in
a factual, balanced and objective manner;

(c) To facilitate unimpeded access to, and an exchange of information on,
ideas between public sector and public interest groups and organizations, and to
provide a factually informed debate on arms limitation and disarmament matters;

Cd) To organi2e meetings to facilitate exchanges of views and information
betwean governmental and non-governmental sectors, and between governmental and
other experts in order to facilitate the search for common ground.

7.35 In order to respond to the different types of readership, the Department
prepares a wide range of publications, ranging from highly specialized and detailed
materials to information presented in easily accessible form for the general
reader. Some publ+pations are issued annually, while others are issued quarterly
or bimonthly.

7.36 The specific objectives in the area of collection and organization of
reference materials are to maintain and expand the Disarmament Reference Library
(hard-copy data base) and to develop a system for electronic collection, storage
and retrieval of information to respond to specific needs of the Department, and
over time, to develop a reference service of primary and secondary sources of
information on disarmament for delegations and other relevant end-users.

7.37 The specific objectives in the area of the World Disarmament
Campaign are:

(a) To encourage Member States to co-operate with the United Nations to
ensure a better flow of information with regard to the various aspects of
disarmament and to foster an atmosphere conducive to progress in disarmament
deliberations. The Campaign encourages bilateral and multilateral exchanges on the
basis of reciprocity and mutual agreement and gives the widest possible
dissemination to such exchanges, inter alia, among government officials, experts,
researchers and representatives of the non-governmental community of different
countries;

(b) To implement the mandate of the Campaign as set by the General Assembly:
to inform, to educate and to generate public understanding and support for the
objectives of the United Nations in the field of arms limitation and disarmament
and to ensure the widest possible dissemination of accurate information and
unimpeded access for all sectors of the public to a broad range of information and
opinions on questions of arms limitation and disarmament.

(b) Course of action of the Secretariat

7.38 The Department will continue, improve and diversify its programme of
publications. More use will be made of electronic copy-preparation techniques,
including desk-top publishing equipment, and efforts will continue to make the
publication programme more cost-effective and more attractive to the end-users.
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Efforts will continue to seek the co-operation of Member States to publish
information materials in languages other than the six official languages of the
United Nations.

7.39 The Department will continue and further develop the organization of regional
and other meetings to facilitate exchanges of views and information between the
governmental and non-governmental sectors concerned with arms limitation and
disarmament. In response to increased offers by Governments and organizations in
recent years, the Department will, in particular, focus on smaller-scale high-level
expert seminars devoted to specific topics where informal discussions might be
fruitful in helping to delineate areas of possible negotiation and agreement.

7.40 Under the subprogramme, the Department will also carry out the following
activities:

(a) The organization and co-ordination of participation of non-governmental
organizations in meetings and conferences of the General Assembly and other United
Nations bodies;

(b) The organization of special events to promote the objectives of
disarmament, such as Disarmament Week (mandated by the General Assembly), fund
raising, inter alia, through a yearly pledging conference to support the
Department's Campaign activities, forums and panel discussions for non-governmental
organization representatives and the public, and so on;

(c) Interpersonal communications, provision of speakers and panelists for
meetings and conferences, as well as for briefings and training for students and
non-governmental representatives in the field of disarmament;

(d) Co-ordination of Campaign activities within the United Nations system.

7.41 Methods of distribution will be improved through the expansion of direct
mailing and through refining and adding to the Department's specialized
mailing-list/register. The Department's physical handling capacity of distribution
also needs to be improved, and the regular mailing schedule of six times a year
will be maintained. In this respect, the Department will also continue its close
co-operation with the network of United Nations information centres around the
world, the regional centres in Lima, Lome and Kathmandu, and the national centres
in support of the World Disarmament Campaign, thus further increasing dissemination
of reference and information materials.

SUBPROGRAMME 3: MONITORING, ANALYSIS AND STUDIES

(a) Objectives

7.42 The legislative authority for the subprogramme derives from General Assembly
resolutions 31/90, S-10/2, 35(46, 37/84, 43/75, 44(116, 44/117 and 44/118 A and B.

7.43 Since 1978 the General Assembly has mandated more than 30 studies on arms
limitation and disarmament issues. In the course of providing substantive support
for these projects, the work has involved gathering and organizing a great deal of
information on the issues, following developments, reviewing publications and
establishing and maintaining contacts with Governments, research institutes and
other sources of relevant scientific and technical advice. In recent years the
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issues studied have included disarmament and development, deterrence, the economic
and social consequences of the arms race, nuclear weapons, conventional
disarmament, the climatic and other global effects of nuclear war, aspects of
conventional arms transfers and verification.

7.44 The complex nature of the issues and the pace of events indicated an
increased need for enhanced arrangements for monitoring and analysis of trends and
developments. Accordingly, in 1988, the Monitoring, Analysis and Studies Branch
was established in order to address these tasks more effectively.

7.45 The overall objectives of the subprogramme derive in part from the
implementation of recommendation 20 of the Group of High-Level Intergovernmental
Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of
the United Nations, 1/ which refers specifically to the work of the Department.
These objectives are designed to respond to the demands upon the Secretariat
emanating from an enhanced political role of the Organization; the growing
interaction between issues of disarmament, security, conflict resolution and
economic well-being; the fast pace of international developments; and the
multiplicity in the nature and sources of information.

7.46 The specific objectives of the subprogramme are as follows:

(a) To monitor the activities of the United Nations system relating to the
issues of armament, arms limitation and disarmament, with a view to promoting a
unified, effective and credible approach to such issues within the system;

(b) To utilize the existing mechanisms and make such ad hoc arrangements as
may be request.ed by the General Assembly to follow developments affecting the
process of arms reduction, international security and disarmament;

(c) To provide a well-researched base for analyses and political assessments
of new trends and developments in the field of armament, arms limitations and
disarmament within and outside the United Nations system;

(d) To facilitate the exchange of national experiences in dealing with the
impact of actual reductions in the level of armaments and armed forces.

(b) Course of action by the Secretariat

7.47 The course of action of the Secretariat will be based on the following
activities:

(a) Compilation and retrieval of specialized and technical materials for
assisting the Secretary-General in monitoring trends in military spending,
following new scientific and technological developments and establishing such
mechanisms as may be requested by the General Assembly to co-ordinate inter-agency
and intra-Secretariat inputs;

(b) Preparation of regular political assessments and research papers, as
required on subjects of frequent inquiry; special publications; contributions to
expert panels, seminars and conferences organized by and outside the United Nations;
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(c) Executing specific studies and their follow-up as mandated by the General
Assembly with greater emphasis on substantive in-house input for the content of
analysis through such activities as preparation of annotated bibliographies;
surveys of literature; compilation of relevant United Nations decisions and
documents; and consultations with acknowledged experts;

(d) Substantive servicing of the Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters in the
execution of all aspects of its ~ork within its mandate, including its functions as
the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research;

(e) Developing and maintaining close co-operation with research institutes
working on arms limitation and disarmament matters; in this regard, the Secretariat
will also maintain its close relationship with the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (an autonomous institution established by the General Assembly
in its resolution 39/148 of 17 December 1984 for the purpose of undertakin~

independent research on disarmament and related problems) in order to ensure
optimum use of available resources and minimize duplication of effort.

SUBPROGRAMME 4: ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON DISARMAMENT ISSUES:
REGIONAL CENTRES; FELLOWSHIP, TRAINING AND ADVISORY SERVICES

(a) Objectives

7.48 The legislative authority for the subprogramme derives from the following
General Assembly resolutions: (a) with regard to the establishment and operation
of the regional centres, 40/151 G, 41/60 D and J, 42/39 D, J and K, 43/76 D, G
and H, and 44/117 E; (b) with regard to the activities pertaining to fellowship,
training and advisory services, S-10/2, 33/71 E, 34/83 D, 35/152 A, 36/92 A,
37/100 G, 38/73 C, S-12/24, 39/63 B, 40/151 H, 41/60 H, 42/39 I, 43/76 F and
44/117 E.

7.49 The regional centres were established to seek to promote relations based on
mutual confidence and security between the countries of the respective regions in a
spirit of solidarity and co-operation for the implementation of measures for peace
and disarmament. In order to halt and reverse the trend towards the increased
acquisition of armaments by countries in the regions concerned, it is considered
vital to discourage and remove the causes for such arms acquisition by promoting
the peaceful resolution of disputes and the enhancement of confidence and trust
among States.

7.50 The disarmament fellowship programme was launched by the General Assembly at
its first special session devoted to disarmament, in 1978, with the aim of
promoting expertise in disarmament, particularly in the developing countries. The
regional disarmament training and advisory services were established in 1988. Like
the disarmament fellowship programme, they are especially geared towards
strengthening the ability of government officials and diplomats, particularly in
developing countries, to participate more fully and effectively in current
disarmament efforts.

7.51 The objectives of the subprogramme are essentially the provision of services
primarily for the benefit of the developing countries through:
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(a) The Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa (Lome), the
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific (Kathmandu), and
the Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the
Caribbean (Lima), which have as a common objective the provision of substantive
support for the initiatives and other activities mutually agreed upon by the Member
States of the respective regions towards the realization of measures of arms
limitation, disarmament and peace. The centres are also responsible for
co-ordinating the implementation of regional activities under the World .Disarmament
Campaign of the United Nations and the realization of its objectives;

(b) Training and advisory services in disarmament and security, which
contribute to the training and specialization of national public officials,
particularly those from developing countries, to enable them to participate more
effectively in international/regional deliberating and negotiating forums in the
field of arms li~itation and disarmament, and also to provide expertise at the
national and regional levels.

(b) Course of action of the Secretariat

7.52 The activities of the regional centres unde·r the subprogramme will include:

(a) A programme of training on conflict resolution, crisis prevention and
management, and confidence-building among the States of each of the regions
concerned. The programme will aim at bringing together, periodically or as often
as warranted by events, senior military and civilian officials of countries in each
region to consider various ways and means of building inter-State confidence and of
preventing, managing and resolving conflicts by peaceful means and preparing
conditions for arms 1imltation and disarmament measures;

(b) Conducting of research and study: to carry out, as appropriate, ongoing
and specific research and study projects to promote better understanding of certain
issues dealing with arms limitation, disarmament and security and/or facilitate
deliberations or negotiations among States in those fields. Priority subjects
envisaged in that connection may include: the socio-economic consequences of
military expenditures and of disarmament, the regional impact of the limitation of
international arms transfers, the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones, and
so on;

(c) The dissemination of information: to act as a resource centre for
organizations and individuals concerned with issues of peace, security, disarmament
and development, especially within the context of the respective regions;

(d) The organization of seminars, conferences, symposia and workshops: to
bring together, as appropriate, various regional constituencies such as
governmental officials (military and civilian), academicians, parliamentarians,
students and non-governmental organizations;

(e) Advisory services to Member States: in accordance with the legislative
mandates derived from General Assembly resolutions, the centres are to provide,
upon request, substantive support for initiatives and other efforts of States of
the regions concerned.

7.53 As to the fellowship, training and advisory services, it is envisaged that
the activities under the subprogramme will include the following:
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(a) It is expected that some 25 fellowships will be made available each year
in accordance with the General Assembly's decision at its twelfth special session.
participants will be trained at United Nations Headquarters, at Geneva and in
various countries hosting study visits. The curriculum content will be modified in
the light of cumulative experience and the basic structure of the programme may
also change. The curriculum will cover all aspects of disarmament and will consist
of lectures, seminars, drafting ~ourses, simulation exercises and on-the-job
observation of disarmament bodies, including the Conference on Disarmament at
Geneva and the First Committee of the General Assembly. A brief course given by
IAEA at Vienna will continue to be part of the programme. In organizing the
programme, the Department will draw on expertise from the United Nations systems,
from Member States and from international research institutes, universities and
non-governmental organizations;

(b) At the regional levels, training of participants will bivolve
organizations of United Nations regional disarmament workshops in Africa, Asia and
the Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

JJ Although resolution 42/21 renewed the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee, no
meetings of the Committee have been convened since 1988.

~I The Department of Policial and Security Council Affairs has the primary
responsibility for servicing the Committee, while the Department for Disarmament
Affairs provides substantive support.

~I Official Records of the General Assembly. Forty-first Session. Supplement
No. 49 (A/41/49).
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