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Note by the Secretary General

1. The Secretary-General has the honour to bring to the attention of the membersof the General Assembly the attached letter dated 23 March 1990 addressed to thePresident of the General Assembly by the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences(see annex).

2. In order to enable the General Assembly to consider the request, referred toin the annex below, it will be necessary to re-open agenda item 128, entitledIIPattern of conferences".
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ANNEX

letter alated 23 March 19qO from tbe qhairrnAn of-the Condnitte€

In accordanco l,ith paragraph 4 (c) of Geaersl Assenbly reaolution 43/222 B of

21 Deceniber 1988, by tr,ili iie issernlly decidett that tshe conrnltt€o or Conferences

should acE on b€ha1f of th€ Assembly rith respects to proPosad departures fron the

approved calendar ot "ooi"i""t"s 
an-dl neethgs tbat bave a&rilistrative and

financial implications, ri "ooto"tity 
witrr iue budgetary proceas 

-ia -forc€ 
and $ith

full respect f,or the mandatas of othlr bodie6' the Connittee on Conf,ereaces net on

23 March l99O to .oos la"i-i- l.q""ii f"o* the utritett Natio!3 councll for Narnibia for

special plenary n€etinqs t; be held at wiltlhoet' flamibia' from 9 to 11 April 1990'

Th€ ProPosal rras brouqht to the lttetttlo!. of th€ Corimittee on colferelcea iu

view of the f,act that tbe holding of thes6 meetinqs at wi!'lhook ltould constitute a

departure frorn ParagraPrrs a ana i of Geleral nsseilry resolution 4o/243--oE

l8 Decenber 1985. ro'tr'"tio""' ths provislon ot verbatin recordE' as requested by

the Uritetl Natiors Councit for Narnibla woul'l coaBtitute a deParture from

paragraph I of Assenbly resolutton 44/196 B of 21 D€cernber 1989' which states that

tha Council i3 entitled to rsc€ive sumrnary tscord6' ald ParagraPh-9 of Assembly

resolutio! 97/L4 C of 16 Novenbe t :1982' by which the Assembly tlecitte<ll

,,that'thos€3ubsi.lllryorgalsthatar6oltltledtorecelvg$rltt6nneeting
recorda for all o" "oit" 

oi ttt"i" m€6tln93 shall r€c€ive then wh€n m€etlng away

frorn r€cognired unitect Natiols conferencs c€ntros only 1f thore 19 a speclfic

decision by the General Ass€mbly for 6ach case"'

Th€ comnittee on conf€renc63 reachod the followllg decislo! by conselsust

,,The Corfiitt€e on Couferences, having conslderod tbe regu€st frorn the Unitod

Nations council toi-warnitia, cotrlaln;d il documeat A/Ac'L72/t35' andl the

explanatloas pto*'li"lE-th" ""p"""""tttlve 
of the council' and cognizant of,

thE vietts exPregseal by m€nbers of, the Committ€o !

(a) Grants th€ request to cotrvene B sPecial Plenary meetlng at windhoek

fron 9 Eo 11 APril 1990,

(b) Encourages the Council afld th€ Secretariat co €xplore the

posslbititi€s for defrayiag Part of the oxp€nses itr klndl'

(c) Recoflneads to the Genaral Assemblv that it authorlzs the provision

of, records to th€ councif in accordance *iitr its entittenelts and relevant
past practice, in order !o eaable ghe Couacil to subnlt its final report to
the Assembly. "
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ANNEX

Letter dated 23 March 1990 from the Chairman of the Committee

on Conferences to the President of the General Assembly

In accordance with paragraph 4 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/222 B of

21 December 1988, by which the Assembly decided that the Committee on Conferences

should act on behalf of the Assembly with respect to proposed departures from the

approved calendar of conferences and meetings that have administrative and

financial implications, in conformity with the budgetary process in force and with

full respect for the mandates of other bodies, the Committee on Conferences met on

23 March 1990 to consider a request from the United Nations Council for Namibia for

special plenary meetings to be held at Windhoek, Namibia, from 9 to 11 April 1990.

The proposal was brought to the attention of the Committee on Conferences in

view of the fact that the holding of these meetings at Windhoek would constitute a

departure from paragraphs 4 and 5 of General Assembly resolution 40/243 of'

18 December 1985. Furthermore, the provision of verbatim records, as requested by

the United Nations Council for Namibia would constitute a departure from

paragraph 1 of Assembly resolution 44/196 B of 21 December 1989, which states that

the Council is entitled to receive summary records, and paragraph 9 of Assembly

resolution 37/14 C of 16 November 1982, by which the Assembly decided:

"that those subsidiary organs that are entitled to receive written meeting

records for all or some of their meetings shall receive them when meeting away

from recognized United Nations conference centres only if there is a specific

decision by the General Assembly for each case".

The Committee on Conferences reached the following decision by consensus I

"The Committee on Conferences, having considered the request from the United

Nations Council for Namibia, contained in document A/AC.172/135, and the

explanations provided by the representative of the Council, and cognizant of

the views expressed by members of the Committee:

(a) Grants the request to convene a special plenary meeting at Windhoek

from 9 to 11 April 1990;

(b) Encourages the Council and the Secretariat to explore the

possibilities for defraying part of the expenses in kind;

(c) Recommends to the General Assembly that it authorize the provision

of records to the Council, in accordance with its entitlements and relevant

past practice, in order to enable the Council to submit its final report to

the Assembly."
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Accordingry, r shourar be gratefut if this tnatter courd be brought to theattentlon of the General Assenbly for appropriate actio!.

(Signed) Jaine BAZAN
Chal.rman of the

Cormittee on Conferences
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Accordingly, I should be grateful if this matter could be brought to the
attention of the General Assembly for appropriate action.

(Signed) Jaime BAZAN
Chairman of the

Committee on Conferences
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