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I. INTRODUCCION 

l. En cumplimiento del párrafo 2 de la resolución 32/134 de la Asamblea General~ 
de 16 de diciembre de 1977, el Secretario General dirigió a los gobiernos la 
siguiente nota verbal, de fecha 9 de febrero de 1978: 

11El Secretario General de las Naciones Unidas saluda atentamente al 
Representante Permanente de ... ante las Naciones Unidas y tiene el honor 
de señalar a la atención de Su Excelencia la resolución 32/134 de la 
Asamblea General, de diciembre de 1977, titulada "La juventud en el mundo 
contemporáneo¡¡. 

En esa resolución, la Asamblea invitó a todos los Estados a que diesen 
a conocer sus op~n~ones acerca de la proclamación de un año internacional 
de la juventud y a que enviasen sus propuestas y observaciones al respecto 
al Secretario General. Asimismo, pidió al Secretario General que preparase 
un informe que recoGiese las opiniones de los Estados Miembros sobre la 
proclamación de un año internacional de la juventud y que propusiese los 
posibles medios y formas de observancia de tal año, para presentarlos a la 
Asamblea en su trigésimo tercer período de sesiones. 

A fin de poder cumplir con el pedido de la Asamblea, el Secretario 
General agradecería recibir de los Gobiernos de los Estados Miembros infor
mación sobre sus opiniones, propuestas y observaciones relativas al año 
internacional de la juventud, así como propuestas, si desearan hacerlas, 
con respecto a los posibles medios y formas de observancia de tal año, a 
fines de junio de 1978 a más tardar. 11 

2. El Secretario General adjunta a la presente las respuestas recibidas de los 
Gobiernos de los Estados Miembros y del Gobierno de Suiza. Habida cuenta de la 
urgencia del examen de la cuestión en la Asamblea General, las respuestas se 
reproducen en su idioma original. 

/ ... 
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II. REPLI f~S RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMBNTS 

ARGENTINA 

["21 June 1978 _7 

Al respecto la Secretaria del Estado 
del Menor y de la Familia dependiente del Ministerio de 
Bienestar Social de la República, autoridad responsable y 
de coordinación a nivel nacional, hace saber que participa 
de la tendencia orientada hacia la acción por medio de 
la aplicación de programas concretos, pero expresa reser
vas a la celebración de Conferencias o Años Internaciona
les dedicados a abordar problemáticas aisladas por medio 
de un enfoque parcial. 

En este sentido, se ha creado en la 
Argentina, por Resoluci6n Nº 237 de fecha 16 de marzo 
de 197!3, la Comisión Organizadora del Plan de Promoción 

Familiar, cuyo 11 punto centraltt es la familia. 

La Comisión Nacional podrá mantener 
contacto con los órganos de las Naciones Unidas que man
t er:g an todavia programas relacionados aisladamente con 
cada m~o de los integrantes del nucleo familiar: niño, 
adolescente,adulto, anciano, hombre o mujer. No obstan
te, favorece aquellas iniciativas orientadas hacia la 
familia y que involucren a todos los integrantes de la 
misma, cualquiera sea su edad o sexo. 

dera 
3170 
1368 

Por Último, esta Representación consi
oportuno recordar la vigencia de las resoluciones 
(XXVIII) de la Asamblea General y 1800 (LV) y 
(:X:LV) del Consejo Económico y Social. 

La Misión Permanente de la RepÚblica 
Argentina ante las Naciones Unidas reitera a la Secreta
ria General de las Naciones Unidas las expresiones de su 
consideraci6n más distinguida. 

1 . .. 
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AUSTRIA 

["20 June 1978_7 

The Austrian Government is of the opinion that youth 
organizations ¿hould be given a decisive part to play in the 
preparations of the international youth year. Such a goal 
could be achieved if the youth organizations are represented 
by their international umbrella organizations such as the CENYC 
(Council of European National Youth Committees), ECB (European 
Coordination Bureau for International Youth Organizations), 
PYM (Pan African Youth Movement), AYC (Asian Youth Council), 
USYC (United States Youth Council) and WFDY (World Federation 
of Democratic Youth) in the preparations of the international 
youth year. 

BAHAMAS 

¡-15 September 197 8_7 

Young people are the future! Theirs is the task of extending 

the work begun by generations preceeding them to bring about 

international peace and understanding. They must also function 

to extend the economic, social, political and cultural develop-

ment of their individual nation states. It behoves each nation, 

therefore, to recognize the important role which youths must 

play in their own countries and to adequately prepare them for 

the increasing responsibjlit:r which they must assume in the 

future. This would involve meaningful participation in the 

developmental process. Such preparation would ensure continuity 

and stability and so it must involve a conscious effort on the 

part of all government~ 

1 . .. 
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~-l.ecvt:,.1izing the invaluable contributions which young people 

have made and continue to make at the hi~hest levels in the 

country, The Commonwealth of The Bahamas spares no opportunity 

to recognize and honour the youths, and so it is, therefore, 

with much satisfaction that the United Nations has resolved to 

implement an international youth year. Such a programme could 

introduce a new focus in our search for solutions to problems 

facing youths everywhere. 

The following are suggestions which might be usefully 

considered as activities which could be implemented in The 

Commonwealth of The Bahamas as well as elsewhere: 

l. Youth Recognition Month: Young Bahamians occupy 

many prominent positions in the country and 

are involved in majar policy decisions which 

determine the future course which the country 

would take. 

Such positions include politics, (in both houses 

of Parliament, The Cabinet, The Parties, etc.) 

education, the Public Service, business, etc. 

It is fitting to organize events which would 

highlight the contribution of our youth toward 

national development. 

1 ... 
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2. Youth In Parliament Week: Activities could be organized 

to recognize the contributions of young parliamentarians 

in the past and the present. Such a format could serve 

to educate other young political hopefuls on such matters 

as Elections, Party Politics, Parliamentary Procedure, 

Cabinet Government, etc. These forums can serve as an 

educative process for the entire nation. 

3. Youth Seminar and Symposiums: Programmes could be arranged 

for policy makers and youth programme planners, both 

government's and youth organization's personnel. Topics 

such as "Youth in Government", "Youth and the Church", 

"Youth in Business", Youth and Unemployment", "Youth and 

Education", "Youth and the Law", "Youth and Drue; Educa

tion", etc. can be organized both at the local and state 

levels as well as the International levels, so that 

young people can help to formulate the ideas and plans 

which will affect them •.. i.e. planning with youth and 

not for youth. 

4. An International Meeting of World Leaders: This could 

be organized by the United Nations through the World 

Assembly of Youth and can provide a 

1 .. . 
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forum for discussion of international problema as they 

affect young people and how they might best be solved. 

The sharing of ideas and plans at such a level can only 

improve local understanding of youth problems and how 

to deal with them. Such an event would also help to 

enhance international understanding and co-operation. 

5. Monthly Youth FEstivals: Thase could be organized to 

highlight the cultural heritage of nation-states and 

would help to ensure the survival of certa:n indig~nous 

arts, beliefs and customs which appear to die with the 

older generation. An "Internationa.l Youth Cultural 

Festival is not impossible. 

6. Essay r.ompetitions: Activities can be organized to include 

the entire community to allow each individual to write on 

various aspects of youth and national problems as they 

affect young people. Such competitions can further detail 

future development needs of young people and can provide 

useful dat& for youth groups, social workers, teachers, 

planners and policy makers. 

1. Signs and Slogans: Simple reminders can be placed in 

strategic positions such as public buildings, vehicles, 

etc. to remind the nation of the importance of the youths 

to the nation's future survival. Thou~b a siMple approach, 

1 • .• 
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it can bring about an awareness of the frustrations facing 

youths and the type of attention which they deserve. 

These ideas are by no means original or complete. They 

merely highlight a few areas which may be considered 9 though much 

more must go into detailed planning and execution. They represent 

what may be done on a small or large scale at the local, state 

and international levels. 

BELGIUM 

Le Gouvernement belge attache effectivement une grande 

importance a toutes les mesures susceptibles de rencontrer 

les besoins des jeunes afin d'assurer leur développement 

harmonieux comme aussi leur protection dans la société 
contemporaine. 

Le Gouvernement belge craint cependant ~ue la proli
fération des années internationales dans des périodes 

tres rapprochées ne soit de nature par les problemes 

d'organisation au'elles posent pour chaoue Etat comme 

pour les Nations Unies a entraver la réalisation optimale 
de chacune d'entre elles. Une telle prolifération peut 
par ailleurs affaiblir l'intér§t porté par les ponulations 
a ces années internationales, alors que celles-ci sont 
précisément destinées a sensibiliser ces populations. 

Il convient par ailleurs de noter que l'année 1979 
a été proclamée "Année internationale de l'enfant". 
A cette occasion seront certainement traitées des 
questions intéressant également la jeunesse. 

Outre en effet oue cette derniere est le prolongement 

normal de l'enfance, il est difficile d'établir une nette 
distinction entre les deux notions qui se recoupent dans 

une large mesure. 
1 
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Il pourrait y avoir quelqu'inconvénient a traiter 
de tels problemes a des intervalles trop rapprochés d'autant 
p1us qu'ils solliciteraient vraisemblablement l'attention 
des mémes milieux sociaux et des mémes instances officielles. 

Il serait peut-étre utile que les Etats et les 

Nations Unies aient d'abord l'occasion d'évaluer les résul
tats attendus de l'année internationale de l'enfant de 
maniere a leur permettre une plus claire vision des 
domaines que cette année n'aurait pas couverte de maniere 
adéquate comme des problemes spécifiques a la jeunesse. 

le Gouvernement belge se demande si, dans ces 

conditions, il ne serait pas opportun de réenvisager 
la auestion d'une année internationale de la jeunesse 

a un stade ultérieur. 

BENIN 
f"n July 1978 _7 

1) La Jeunesse béninoise par leur disponibilité 
révolutionnaire et leur fougue politique constitue une base solide 
sur laquelle repose le processus révolutionnaire déclenché au BENIN 
depuis le 26 octobre 1972. 

Les COJ ( Comités d'organisation des jeunes) constituent 
une organisation de masse du Parti de la Révolution Populaire du BENIN. 

Le mouvement révolutionnaire du 26 octobre 1972 qui se 
poursuit avec acharnement au BENIN, repose essentiellement sur les 
jeunes auxquels d'importantes responsabilités sont confiées chaque 
j our. 

Ainsi, les Jeunes béninois ont depuis promu et développé 
la coopération interjeunesse a travers le monde tout entier . Cette 
nouvelle orientation montre le role important que la Jeunesse doit 
jouer pour la solution des problemes internationaux. 

La Jeunesse béninoise est essentiellement anti-impéria
liste, et lutte pour la Justice sociale et l'égalité des Etats dans le 
monde. La Jeunesse done est une force disponible 

2) La Jeunesse béninoise a tous les échelons, paysans 
ouvriers, scolaires et universitaires considere comme utile la procla
mation d'une Année Internationale de la Jeunesse. 

3) Tout doit etre mis en oeuvre pour faire de cette Année 
Internationale sur le plan national, régional et international~ une 
année de succes 

La Jeunesse béninoise est disposée a participer a toutes 
ces manifestations . 
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BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 

¡-22 September 1978_7 

Borrpoc o rrpoBosr~arneHnn Me~Hapo~Horo ro~a Mo~o~e~ Tpe6yeT 
TmaTe~bHOrO ll BCeCTOpOHHerO paCCMOTpeHHH C TeM, ~TOÚH B03MO*HaH 
ero opraHnsa~nH OTBe~a~a ~eficTBHTe~bHhlM HHTepecaM MO~o~e~. 

B aTofi CBH3H 6o~brnoe BHllMaHHe ~o~~o OHTb y~e~eHo ~eTKOMY 
orrpe~e~eHnro ~e~efi n sa~a~ ~eHTe~bHOCTll B rrepno~ rrpoBe~eHHH Me~
Hapo~Horo ro~a MO~O~e~. HeCOMHeHHO, ~TO ~eHTe~bHOCTb B STOT 
rrepno~ c~e~oBa~o OH cocpe~oTo~nTh Ha perneHnn aKTya~hHHX rrpoo~eM 

COBpeMeHHOCTll, OT KOTOpHX 3aBHCllT H ITOflO~eHne MOflO~e~, a HMeHHO 
ITpOO~eM yrrpo~eHHH Mnpa H Me~HapO~HOH Oe30ITaCHOCTll, rrpeKpameHHH 
roHKH Boopy~eHnfi n rrepexo~a K rrpaKTn~eCKHM MepaM rro pasopy~eHnro, 
OOecrre~eHHH OCHOBHHX rrpaB H CBOÚO~ ~eno~, ~OphOH ITpOTHB 
arraoTen~a. pacnsMa n pacoBofi ~ncKpMMHRailUH. 

llpn ~aHHpOBaHHH ll ITO~rOTOBKe KOHKpeTHHX MeporrpHHTMH, Kacaro
~HXCH MOFlO~e~, HeOOXO~llMO H30e~Th HeKOTOpHX HeraTHBHHX MOMeHTOB, 

paRee HMeBlliHX MeCTO B ~eHTe~hHOCTll OOH B STOM oo~acrn. TaK, MO~O
~eAiliHe opraHH3~H CO~aAMCTH~eCKHX H ~a ~pyrnx CTpaH CITpaBe~~llBO 

yRa3HBa~H Ha ~llCKpllMHHa~ID ITO OTHOllieHHID K p~ rrporpeCCHBHHX MO~O
~e*HHX opraHnsa~fi. Ha rrpnB~e~eHne K rro~roTOBKe n ocymecTB~eHnro 
MOflO~e*HHX MeporrpHHTHM HeKOTOpHX opraHnsa~fi ll OT~e~hHHX ~HU, KOTO
pHe ll~ He rrpe~cTaB~~ llillpOKllX C~OeB MO~O~e~, ll~ll 3aHHMa~ aHTll
~eMOKpaTll~eCKHe IT03ll~H. 

íiBnHeTCH o~eBn~HhiM, ~To ycrrex MeporrpnHTnfi B rrepno~ MeJK,II;yHapo~

Horo ro~a MOflO~e~ Oy~eT 3aBHCeTh OT Toro, B KaKOK Mepe Oy~yT 
~aCTBOBaTh B HX ITO~rOTOBKe ll ocymeCTB~eHHll TaKHe BIDlHTe~hHHe 
MO~O~eEHHe opraHH3a~HM, KaK BceMMpHaH ~e~epa~HH ~eMOKpaTM~eCKOM 
MO~O~e~, MeJK,II;yHapo~HHM COID3 CTy~eHTOB, MeJK,II;yHapo~HHM COID3 MO~O~HX 
COUHa~CTOB, COB8T eBpOITeMCKllX Ha~OHa~hHHX KOMMT8TOB ll ~pyrne. 

Ü~HaKO B ~OOM C~ae OCHOBHOM ~pMOM ~eHTe~hHOCTll rrpn rrpOB8~8-
Hllll MeJK,II;yHapo~Horo ro~a Mono~e~, rro MHeHnro Ee~opyccKofi CCP, ~Ofl*HH 

HBHThCH MeporrpHHTllH, ocymeCTB~8MH8 Ha Ha~llOHaflhHOM Mflll, rrpll orrpe
~e~8HHhlX o6cTOHT8flhCTBax, Ha pernoHa~hHOM ypoBHHX. B aTnx yc~oBnHX, 
KaK rrpe~CTaB~eTCH, H8 cymecTByeT HaCTOHTe~hHOfi HeOÓXO~llMOCTM ~~ 
~peJK,II;eHnH B paMKax OOH opraHa ~~ MeJK,II;yHapo~Horo ro~a MO~o~e~. 

llocTOHHHoe rrpe~cTaBHT8flhCTBO Ee~opyccKoH CCP rrpn OOH rroflhsyercH 
HaCTOHmnM c~aeM, ~TOÓH B030ÓHOBllTh reHepaflhHOMY CeKpeTapro OOH 
yBepeHllH B CBOeM BeChMa BHCOKOM yBa~eHHll. 

1 ... 
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CA NADA 

¡-22 September 197§7 

fhe Permanent Mission of Ganada has the honour 

to inform the Secretary-General that the Ganadian Government 

recognizes the value of international years in focussing the 

attention of the world on specific issues. However, the 

Ganadian Government fears that the proliferation of international 

years may tend to diminish their effectiveness and therefore 

believes that a measure of constraint is now indicated. The 

Ganadian Government therefore recommends that an effort be 

made to ensure that there is an interval of at least five 

years between international years. Gonsequently, Ganada does 

not believe that an International Youth Year should be 

proclaimed at this time. 

In addition, the Ganadian Government believes 

that scarce United Nations resources should not be diverted 

from ongoing activities to cover expenses of international 

years. Gonsequently, these should be proclaimed only after 

voluntary contributions to support all relevant activities 

at the United Nations level have been pledged by member 

states. 

CHILE 
¡-1 September 1978_7 

Sobre este particular esta Misi6n Permanen

te tiene el agrado de informar al señor Secretario General de 

las Naciones Unidas que el Gobierno de Chile considera convenien

te y Otil la proclamaci6n de un Año Internacional de la Juventud, 

ya que constituiría una oportunidad para analizar y atender los 

mOltiples problemas propios de la juventud que tienen validez 

universal. 

/ ... 
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A juicio de las autoridades chilenas, una 

de las formas que podría utilizarse para la celebración de tal 

Año sería la realización de una reunión mundial en la Sede de 

las Naciones Unidas que contara con la presencia de dirigentes 

juveniles enviados por los respectivos Estados Miembros de la 

Organización. Dicha reunión podría discutir los planteamientos 

de las distintas Delegaciones y acordar un programa de acción 

para el Año Internacional de la Juventud. 

Para la mejor preparación de este evento, 

las autoridades chilenas estiman que sería conveniente que en 

cada Estado Miembro de las Naciones Unidas se formara una Co-

misión Nacional encargada de analizar, estudiar y difundir los 

programas destinados a celebrar tales eventos. 

CUBA f7 September 1978_7 

En este sentido, deseo por este medio expresarle el criterio -
favorable de Cuba a la proclamaci6n de un Año Internacional de la Juventud. 

El gobierno cubano considera asimismo conveniente que fuera con 
vacada una conferencia gubernamental sobre la juventud en la que se trata~ 
rían, entre otras cuestiones, la lucha por el acceso de los j6venes al tra 
bajo y contra el desempleo y sus causas, por los derechos a la educaci6n y 
la enseñanza, así como a su participaci6n en la lucha de los pueblos por -
su autodeterminaci6n, así como por una sociedad más justa. 

Cuba, consecuente con su apoyo a la causa de la juventud, será 
sede, del 28 de julio al 5 de agosto de este año, del XI Festival Mundial 
de la Juventud y los Estudiantes, que enmarcará el aporte de las juventu
des de todo el mundo a la lucha contra el colonialismo, el neocolonialismo, 
el racismo y la discriminaci6n racial, y en favor de la paz y la justicia 
para toda la humanidad. 

Aprovecho la oportunidad para reiterarle, Señor Secretario Gene 
ral, el testimonio de mi más alta y disting~1da consideraci6n. -

/ ... 
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DENMARK ¡-r September 1978_7 

At meetings of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations and in other United Nations organs the Danish 

Government has consistently stresséd that it considers 

questions of youth to be of paramount importance for the 

economic and social development of the world and that 

these questions should be given high priority in the 

work of the United Nations. 

However, the Danish Government generally takes a 

sceptical view of the value of international years, 

being of the conviction that better results will often 

be achievable by other means - not least if the procla

mation of international years is to become a regular 

event. 

This attitude of the Danish Government holds true 

also of the proposed proclamation of an international 

youth year. 

If the majority of the United Nations Member States 

are in favour of launching an international youth year 

the Danish Government ventures to suggest that the 

proclamation thereof be postponed until a thorough 

follow-up of the results of the international children's 

year has been carried out. 

1 . .. 
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ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT 
["27 June 1978_7 

The Permanent Representative of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt has the pleasure to inform the Secretary-General that the 
Egyptian Government suooorts the idea of proclaiming an Inter
national Youth Year. Moreover the Egyptian authorities have 
formulated sorne proposals concerning the observance of such a 
Year. 
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EL SALVADOR 

fu Ju1y 1978 _7 

El Gobierno de El Salvador atribuye gran importancia 
a la amplia gama de cuestiones que se refieren a la educaci6n 
y al papel de los j6venes en la sociedad y para atender espe
cialmente esta materia ha creado la Subsecretaría de Juventud, 
Cultura y Deportes, que es una de las dos ramas en que se divi 
de el Ministerio de Educaci6n. Dicha Subsecretaría tal vez po= 
dría ser la entidad nacional encargada de coordinar en el paíd 
el desarrollo de un programa de actividades a lo largo del año 
internacional de la juventud. 

Dentro de los posibles medios, actividades y formas 
de observancia de tal año podrían comprenderse lo siguiente: 

La celebraci6n - a nivel nacional, regional y mundial -
de reuniones de j6venes, para que analizaran sus problemas en 
el mundo contemporáneo y la necesidad del incremento de su par 
ticipaci6n en los programas nacionales de desarrollo; -

La realizaci6n de programas de orientaci6n vocacional; 

El incremento de las oportunidades de empleo; 

La adopci6n por las Naciones Unidas de una declaraci6n 
sobre los derechos y deberes de la juventud; 

La realizaci6n de campañas de salud mental, contra el 
empleo de drogas y estupefacientes, de educaci6n sexual, etc. 

La promoci6n del establecimiento de un mayor número 
de bibliotecas, centros de recreo y de deportes. 

Algunas de estas y otras sugerencias podrían incluir 
se dentro de un plan de acci6n del año internacional de la jÜ
ventus, al que debería darse la mayor difusi6n posible. 

1 ... 
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FINLAND 

L 1 Augu st 1978 _7 

In recent years. the United Nations and other international 
organizations have proclaimed various thematic years to be universally 
observed. The question of proclaiming such years should be carefully 
considered in the context of their poss ible contribution to the overall 
purposes of the organizations concerned. 

Endor s ing the observations contained in General Assembly resolution 
32/134. the Government of Finland considers the proclamation of an 
international youth year a viable possibility. although - on the basis 
of the views expressed above - not a matter of highest priority. 
Should such ayear be proclaimed. sufficient time should be allowed 
for preparing its content. When preparations are made for the content 
of a youth year possibly to be observed. the Government wishes to give 
special emphasis to the following aspects: 

the promotion of discussions on disarmament and détente both at 
the global and regional levels among international and national youth 
organizations; 

the realization of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
in providing educational facilities and employment for youth; special 
attention should be gi ven to the placement of youth in working life and 
to the increasing social problems affecting youth; 

the intensification of international and national resez.rch activities 
and promotion of communication with a view to clarifying the status. 
rights and obligations of youth; 

the promotion of the operational conditions of youth organizations 
for their participation in direct development co-operation; 

the promotion of youth tourism as one form of interaction among 
wide circles of young people; 

the clarification and intensification of the role of UNESCO as an 
agency for promoting contacts between national and international 
youth organizations. 

1 . .. 
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FRANCE 

.[18 July 1978_7 

La France considere que la proclamation d'une 
·Année Internationale consacrée aux problemes du 3eme Age 
pourrait ouvrir des perspectives positives, et notamment 
en donnant une meilleure inforrnation sur les problernes 
des personnes a6ées, dans chacun des Etats membres, ainsi 
que dans l'ensemble de la Cornmunauté Internationale. 

De la meme maniere, 1 1 intéret des questions 
concernant les jeunes ne peut qu'etre souligné. 

s'agissant de questions qui touchent au domaine 
du développement social, une coopération internationale 
approfondie est certainement tres utile dans ces différents 
domaines, comme pour l'ensernble des questions sociales dont 
le gouvernement frangais suit les progres avec une attention 
soutenue. Il existe en France une politique du 3eme Age qu1 
a fa1t l'objet d'une législation interne tres avancée, et q~~ 
est considérée par le gouvernement comme un élérnent essent1el 
de l'action sociale visant a affirmer la solidarité de 
l'ensemble de la population, dans 1 1 effor.t de développement 
nat1onal et d'amélioration des conditions de vie. 

Les problernes concernant la Jeunesse sont considérés 
dans la merne perspective de solidarité nationale, et font 

1 ..• 



- 21 -

1 1 objet d 1 un vigilance particuliere en ce qui concerne 
les problernes po~és par l 1 ernploi des jeunes. 

Les orientations nouvelles qui peuvent déterrniner 
les politiques nationales dans ces deux dornaines pourraient 
sans doute faire l 1 objet de débats constructifs, organisés 
dans le cadre d'une Année Internationale. 

Le gouvernernent fran9ais doit cependant exprimer 
la crainte que les proclnmations répétées d' Années Inter~~
tionales n'aboutissent a limiter en définitive l'efficacité 
des efforts d3 la Comrnunauté Internationale dans les do!I1aines 
dont 11 s'agit. 

De maniere générale, en examinant les projets de 
réalisation d' Ar..r .. ées Internationales, il serait done néces-
saire de tenir ccmpte de ces ricques pour élaborer un pro:._:::.·2..:.· .. :z~ 
et un calendrier des dates a retenir perrnettant d'éviter les 
effcts négátifs d'une succession trop rapide de ~a~ifesta~~o~s 
auxquelles l'opinion internationale pourrait ne pas etre 
convenablernent préparée. 

c'est pourquoi le gouvernernent fran9ais souhaiterz:~t 
que ces questions fassent 1 1 objet d'un examen tres attentif, 
prenant en considération les différents éléments d'une 
décision qui ne devrait pas aboutir a des résultats contraires 
aux objectifs poursuivis. 

Il conviendrait en particulier d 1 examiner si le 
meilleur moyen d 1 obtenir une bonne mobilisation de l'opinion 
internationale, au service des objectifs poursuivis par les 
Nations Unies ne consisterait pas a charger les organes 
compétents d'approfondir leurs études dans ces différents 
domaines. Cette méthode pourrait etre. recornmandée, d 1 une 

1 . .. 
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maniere génél le, pour la prograrnmation future d' Années 
InternationalLS qui pourraient ainsi, dans chaque cas 
particulier, ~aire l'objet d'une préparation satisfaisante, 
et dont les développements pourraient etre suivis, a l'échelc~ 
international ccmme a l'échelon national, en vue d'en améliorer 
la signification et la portée./. 
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GBRMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

fl5 September 1978 J 

The German Democratic Republic welcomes and supports 
the idea to hold an International Youth Year within the frame
work of the United Nations in accordance with resolution 32/134. 

Such a Year would be likely to promete the active parti
cipation of the youth in all countries in the struggle for 
peaceful relationships among peoples and States, for disarmament, 
for social progress as well as for the elimination of c~lonialism 
and racism in all their forms. The Year should serve as an 
occasion for international exchanges of experience on national 
measures taken to involve the youth in the political, economic, 
social and cultural development of society. In view of the 
active role of youth in the socialist society of this country, 
the GDR would be making its contribution to this end. 

It is one of the established principles of socialist 
youth policy in this country that the State should devota 
attention and priority care to the youth. This finds its con
crete expression in the Constitution, the Youth Act and a number 
of legal regulations, which provide for opportunities for the 
youth to play an active and responsible part in the shaping of 
socialist society. U~employment, young people having no vocational 
training and real chances in life, and professional bans for 
those who are progressive-minded and commit themselves to pro
gressive action - all this is alíen to a socialist society. 
Direct participation of the ~ out'h in thc c"'cevcloJ?w:mt of society 
in this countr:/ is complementad by the education of the young 
generation in the spirit of international understanding and of 
social progress. The youth in the German Democratic Republic 
has always given proof of their readiness actively to support 

/ ... 
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the cause of pe::1ce e.nd. anti-imr;erialist solid.c.rit~ •. 2hus, 

the Pree German ::·outh, the ;;.iiH .;outh orcani,¿;ation, hosted 

the 1Oth General ',sse::1bl~ of the orc;;.;..nizations mer.ll;ers of 

the .. orld. )eder.:.tion of ::Jeii10cr:..;.tic .·outh in JJerlin in SI>I'ing 

1978. J.e:;:¡resentative¡j of 10G countrics, of 211 nationn.l, 

reL;iO.üal and intcrnz.tio~wl orc:;anir~'~.tions .held. C.iscussions 

on ner.r wa;; s WJ.d i'orms :t'or ·che :, outh of the VJOrld to s-cru..;¿;le 

for peace, uisarmé-::.ment, C:er,1ocrac;y, n~?/ciono.l indeponG.ence and 

freedom, social pro'-;ress, ~:.:.nd anti-:i.mperialist solidarit~·· 

The :. outh of this cou.ntr:, are preGentl~· enJa.;..;ed in 1Jre1;ar2.tions 

for t.i:leir )c~rt ic ~.pa.t ion in the :.neventh Pe ;;-ci val of :=-outh :?.nd 

;)tuclents to be held in Hav3.nr.:. in (Tul.; 1978. In this frameworl( 

the~ have launc.hcd campni¿:;ns like collecting si~nC:-,tures in 

supj.Jort of the .:;tocl~holm Peé:.ce .~ .. ppe:ü or adoptinc; re::wlutions 

prote~tin~ 3Gainst the m~nufacture of the neutron bomb. Bein¿ 

re;)resented on -che O:r'[;'i.ilÍZinr; comwi ttee of the .. orld }'es 'cival, 

the GDR ~outh are mGking all elforts to help ensure that the 

~estival will be a demonstration of thc ~ill of the peace

lovinc; :;outh to join forues in the struc;c;le for peace and 

fricndshlp a~onc:; peoples. 

Gousic.i.erin.s that the pre:::..;ervation and strcnt;thening of 

incern2.tion3l pe.".CC is a prerequisite for a secure 2..11.d hap1)Y 

future for the :. outh of a.ll countries in the \'lorld, the German 

.iJe;:Jocro.tic .Republic reco,,¡¡nenus that attention in the Inter

nc-.:.tional :.:outh ::ear be í'ocusscd on the followin¿; issues: 

- promotion of tlle partlcil;ntion of ~ outh in thc strug¡;le for 

in·c;8rn; .. tional pe~tce, Gisarmament, int..;rn;:?..tional co-operation, 

é:.nd the elimine::. t ion of coloni:üi sm, re.ci sm e:~n<l a_p;_:rtheid; 

- strenc;theülng of t.he solid2.ri t:,- of the v1orld. 's ~;·outh Yd th the 

st ru:.~Gle of o.ll lJeople s fiL:;ht ins i'ol~ their libera:~; ion l'rom 

coloni:-::.lisJJ and racism, 3nd 8-:_;ainst .f' scism, :Loreicn a.;Gres::>ion 

r~nd oc.;upation, e:::; _,ecially in so~ ¡:;hern '.frica, in Chile and in 

thc Ar2.b re::::;ion; 

/ ... 
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SU:D~:ort oZ t.i.1e s-trus.sle v:iüch :;aune j_)COplus, es.~.Jecio.ll~' 

stud.cnts r:nd apprcn-Lices, <..:.re '.7.:-:'_¿;in.:; ::~._:;<>.inst ir:q;erL,liat 

exploit~tion, crisis, iusuff.Lcicnc:,r of cduc[:ttion~J.l resources, 

pro:é'essiorw.l 'cnns, uneu;;lo:. rd·.;nt u.nd :L'or the d.evelopment unú 

cle:t'cnce of fundu.r,:cütal é~e:aocr·~-~.tic ri,_;.hts ancl freedon:s ancl 

far-r•cnelünc politie;2.l, ec:o;·J.omic ~-:;.ncl social cü:m.:;es. 

'fhe Gcrm::n .... c¡¡;ocr(:].t.Le J.tepu1Jltc nupports c.ll olforts 

maC.e b;"¡ thc (jni-ted "ations Hith [:1. vicw to involvinr; :;--outh 

in the strug[:;le for peaceí'ul rei ationships 2.mon¿-; lJeoplca 

and .. ;tates, ancl it ia ruad;.r to contribute on tllene lines to 

thc success ot c.n In·certl~\tional :.:outh '.'car ili t1.lin :;he Uni ted 

Lr;.tions framerJOrk. 

1 •.• 
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GERMANY , FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
¡-6 September 1978_7 

La République fédérale d'Allemagne est consciente de 
l'importance des motivations qui ont présidé a la pro
position de proclamer une Année internationale de la 
jeunesse. Une telle année offrirait la possibilité de 
discuter a une échelle mondiale des besoins et des 
problémes dec j~uncs. 

Les Nations Unies ont décidé que l'année 1979 serait 
l'Année internationale de l'enfant. Cela permettra d'at
tirer l'attention de l'opinion publique mondiale sur des 
questions fondamentales pour le développement économique 
et social. L'examen des problemes spécifiques de l'enfant 
englobe déja dans une proportion non négligeable la dis
cussion, également souhaitée par la République fédérale 
d'Allemagne, sur les problemes de la jeunesse. 

C'est pourquoi la République fédérale d'Allemagne estime 
souhaitable de ne pas faire suivre immédiatement l'AnLée 
de l'enfant par une éventuelle Année internationale de 
la jeunesse. Une date ultérieure, peut-Atre aux alentours 
de 1985, pourrai t correspondre mieux ~tu but poursui vi, qui 
est de traiter les problemes de la jeunesse dans leur par
ticularité, car cela permettrait de faire profiter l'Année 
de la jeunesse des expériences et des résultats tirés de 
l'Année internationale de l'enfant. 

Par ailleurs, le Gouvernement de la République fédérale 
d'Allemagne ne voudrait pas cacher le souci que lui inspire 
l'accumulation des Années internationales. Une telle accumu
lntion est susceptible d'amoindrir la portée de cette insti
tution. Aussi le Gouvernement fédéral suggere-t-il d'espacer 

davantage les Années internationales et d'examiner, pour 
chaque cas particulier, si l'on ne servirait pas mieux le 
but recherché par la proclamation d'une Année internationale 
en traitant plus a fond les problemes au sein des instances 
des Nations Unies déja existantes. 

1 ... 
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GREECE 

[" 7 September 1978 7 

It is proposed 

l. To organize a major international meeting of young people 

at Delphi, Greece, with a view to stressing the spirit of 

brotherhood and determining ways of improving and elevating 

human life; 

2. To organize broad meetings in every continent to discuss the 

following matters, taking into account particular conditions 

in each continent: 

(a) Relations today between young people and their families, 

(b) Professional orientation, 

(e) Problems of working students 

(d) Personal, cultural and other problems of young immigrants; 

3. To organize an anti-pollution youth campaign; 

4. To org~nize in every country groups of young volunteers for 

work in the sector of social welfare (especially to promete 

the interest of young people for the elderly) ; 

5. To organize colloquys on an inter-state basis to discuss the 

matter"toung People and National Tradition"; 

6. To organize International Cinema Weeks with films from young 

people or on youth problems. 

7. To organize a World Theater Festival in which University 

theatrical groups will participate. 

1 . .. 
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8. To launch contests at secondary education level for the drawing 

of a poster for the international youth year; 

9. To organize photography exhibitions providing also for the 

display of relevant statistics on the subject: "Young People in 

Big Cities, Provinces and Villages" (personal problems, pro-

fession, culture and entertainment); 

10. To organize youth festivals of music with the participation 

of young composers and musical groups of young people; 

11. To intensify international association among Universities and 

Schools and promete the cultural exchanges of young people; 

12. To establish a committee to select 1.2 important books of interest 

to young people of our time. These books should be published 

by every member state of the United Nations; 

13. To issue special stamps and and post cards for the international 

youth year. 

14. To make recommendations for . . . to h 
Un~vers~t~es promete t e prepara-

tion of theses on youth problems; 

15. To intensify the establishment of libraries and promete, during 

the International Youth Year, the creation of a large number 

of libraries for young people; 

16. To establish in certain countries permanent international youth 

centers functioning throughout the year with libraries, accom-

modation facilities, etc. 

1 . .. 
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HUNGARY 
¡-a September 1978_7 

Thc Hungarian Government has always attached 

great importance to questions affecting the situation 

of thP rising generations. It is from this stand

point that it approaches also the idea of proclaim

ing an international youth year. 

The Hungarian Government is in support of 

proclaiming, preparing and observing an international 

youth year with the broadest possible participation 

of the young. It believes that observance of a well

prepared youth year could help to obtain an insight 

into the living conditions of young people, could draw 

the attention of governments and world public opinion 

to the concerns and problems still felt by the young 

generations in numerous countries and could promete 

efforts to meet these preoccupations of youth. 

The Hungarian Government holds that the key is

sues constituting the central concern of an international 

youth year should include the struggle of the youth of 

the world for peace, broader international cooperation, 

stronger international security, national independence, 

social proqress, and the solution of the great issues 

agitating mankind. 

In the event that the idea of proclaiming an in

ternational youth year draws support from the majority 

of Member States and the year is observed, the United 

Nations should, both in the preparatory stage and 

during the year, keep in view the opinions and ex

periences of the representative international and regional 

youth organizations attached to ECOSOC in consultative 

status, including, inter alía , the World Federation 

of Democratic Youth and the International Union of Students, 

which, according to the letter of their Statutes, are 

committed to respect for and dissemination of the principles 

of the United Nations. 

/ ... 
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Go•:ernments should, also at the national leve!, 

involve the political, religious and other organizations 

representing the broadest sectors of youth in the 

preparation and organization of national events and 

programmes. 

At the national level, state and government or

gans concerned with youth, as well as youth organiza

tions should take initiatives for the preparation and 

organization of events and programmes at different levels 

and on different topics with the airo of discussing and 

solving concrete problems concerning the life, rights 

and duties of youth, concurrently with arrangements 

undertaken at the international leve!. The national mass 

communication media should give bread and detailed 

coverage of the international youth year and its prog

rammes. 

At the regional level, seminars, conferences 

and meetings should be held on specific problems of youth 

in the different continents. 

At Lhe international leve!, a large-scale con

ference supported by the United Nations and involving the 

broadest posslble participation of youth representatives 

should be arranged to focus attention on the following 

topics: peace, security and cooperation: disarmament: 

rights of youlh: national independence: problems of 

development: sports and cultural activities: other 

questions of interest to youth. 

Also at the international level, initiatives could 

be made for thc following arrahgements: 

- seminar on the rights of working youth, students, 

young girls and women, and the child; 

- con forence of yo1mg sciont ists from di fferent 

ficlds of scif'nco; 

/ ... 
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- international cornpetitions of creative artists 

and rneetings of writers; 

- sports and cultural events. 

In connexion with the proposed proclarnation of 

an international youth year the Hungarian Governrnent wishes 

to express certain reservation~concerning the ever-growing 

nurnber of United Nations years, decades and world conferences, 

for it is of the view that the increasing frequency of 

such events rnight reduce their efficiency and significance. 

For this reason, if an international youth year is proclairned, 

its success should be ensured also by carefully selecting 

the time for its observance. 

1 . .. 
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IMN 
¡-1 August 1978_7 

following actions could be taken in connexion with the 
proclamation of an international youth year: 

(1) Research concerning the needs and demands 
of the youth with a view to the development of talents 
and their utilization for national progress and the pro
motion of international peace and understanding. 

(2) Revision and improvement of educational 
sy~tems inside and outside the school with a view to 
increasing the participation of youth in national deve
lopment programmes. 

(3) Development of mass media with a view to 
encouraging the youth to contribute to the procesa of 
national development and international friendship. 

(4) Expansion of international cultural co
operation with active participation of youth for the 
purpose of preserving national cultural identity, pro
moting cultural activities and contributing to cultural 
development at national and international levels. 

(5) Creation and reinforcement of national 
clubs, associations and other youth organizations 
whose activities would focuss on the fulfillment of 
national objectives, international understanding and 
cultural, scientific and technical cooperation. 

(6) Reinforcement of international governmental 
and non-governmental organizations which are interested 
in the abovementioned activities. 

(7) Development of closer cooperation among 
the specialized agencies concerned within the United 
Nations system. 

In the view of the Government of Iran, the 
proclamation of an international youth year, should 
follow a thorough study of the needs and demanda of 
the youth and take into account the feasibility of 
mobilization of youth in various countries to play a 
positive role in the development of their own 
societies. 

/ ... 
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ITALY 

¡-1 Sertember 1978_7 

General considerations . . 

l. In the opinion of the Italian Government, the t..v·) p!'o:~os.:lls 

to proclaim, respectively, an International Year for Yo..:t.h 

(General Assembly resolution 32/134) andan Internatior.a.L Yo;1r 

for the Elderly (General Assembly resolution 32/13?) ~h')U:Í..·i be 

consider·e·i jointly and in the frarnework of the broader iss~e 

of t.he proclamation of "international years" as a ki:-.~.d of 

IJnit.:;d Naticns contribution to progre3s in t-he eco:·1or:l:i.c and 

social fields. 

The proliferation of such initiatives in recent time::;, 

including -·- in the immediate future -- the Interr:.ational Yc~ars 

of the Chj ld ( 1979) and of the DisB.bled ( 1981), indeed 3uggnst 

that the po.3.:3loi:Lity should be examined cf e?_t.ablishing general 

criteria for preparing ar.d implementing _3uch u.ndertaking3 an::i 

evaluating their resul t.s before a decision i.:> taken to _¡::roclaim 

two more international years ( for yo-..<th and for the elderly). 

Such a need _has already been recognized formally by 3COSOC, 
in resolutions 1368 (XLV) and 1800 (LV), of 1968 and 1973 re

spectively. Indeed, the Cov:.ncil -- maintaining that a pr:).l].fera

tion of int:,ernational years and anniversariE:3 might ter..d to 

undermine the effectiveness of 3UCh ev'3nt:;; -·- hcts on more ti1.an 

one occa.:ion expr-essed the hope ·that. any r1etA/ prcpo::al for· :;ucll 

init.iative::> be limited to the mo3t :.m:oort;::..nt cc:ca=:ion:;; that it 

be d0eid(~c; cnJy following an examin8.t:ion G~-:' pr)Jsiblc !.'ü:c::ult3; 

and that it be substituted, whenever !JO'Ssj_ble, by a e;ontr:smora·':;.!_ve 

ev c::1t of .:, ~:::;.rter du.ration. 

2. The guid t-;J Ü<E:;:;; sct forth ty ':':'.~C:-'0':!. v::"lich al3o in el uded 

recornmcnGRtion 3 addressE·ú to ·t.he G·C:JE::'al Assem·L~ly, hé:<.Ve be en only 

partially applied so far. Slnce the 2do2tio1 of the abovo reso

lution3, in f.act, new int2Y213.tional ye'lrs ha ve bce!": _s.cocJ ai.med, 

solely in the light of the "im_¡:;CJrté .1c s" cJ' ·e-ne i .>n'J.e.c, to ·.··rhic:h 

they have bee::.-1 ciedicated. What have b..,t-:>:1 :!..a.:!nn3: are _ur.ior and 

subsequent "'YRJ ·.·ation:; of other a::pec"'v.s w·hi,~h 3eem nece3sé'.ry in 

vrdsr u .. dc:··rc::..~-,p tiü 3 k:!..r .. d of United N:tGions &ct.ivit:,r in an 

integrated rnanner with other activitie3 of t~s Crganization and 

t0 maximize :!-'ossible re.sults at a mi:ümal co3t. 1 . .. 
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In particular, the Italian Gov0rnment con3iders sssential 

to a soand implementation cf interna·ciOilr,l. years the follm'ling 

aspects, which 30 far have been ej_thP.r lackj_ng or defiC;ien·c: 

a) an examination, covering the ~hale social developmen~ 

sector -- in who3e framework several :Lnterr~<"'ttional yt::ar3 have 

alre:ady been dedicated, incJ..-....dJ.ng tho.sc fo1· 1979 a.n:l 192"1 and 

tho::;e propo.sed in the XX:X:II General Assemtly -- of' the i.::sues to 

which it might be appropriate to dedicate, with priority, an entire 

year of apecial events, and the appropriate timr~interval3 between 
such event3; 

b) a. study of alternativa ways in which the attention of 

international public opinion may be focused on qu-3stions deemed to 

be priority issues, as well as o: wa:rs and means to implement 

each international year, with spec:.al reference to praparatory 

activities at the regional level; 

e) an evaluation, at the end of e3.ch international year, 

of the results obtained: such an eva.luation in particula1~ should 

not be limited to a simple list o!' the ini-ciatives carried out 

by member Sta tes or directly by -::,he Uni t.ul Nations; and 

d} finally, an assessment -- albeit arp:~:·cxi'.1ate of the 
costs sustained and ·t.he cr¿;an:i.zation<;:_)_ ccmmi r.rr.ent .Y·equired at both 

the national and internationaJ.. l.ev(~~-:>~ 

;. iD t.hc opinion of the Italiau Government;, t.he short-

r.:oming3 regist~n·8d in the past, i::-1 the organization of inter
national year~-:, are a conseqt;.ence of the fact that the proclamation 
of such years has been the result not of an a ssessrr;e::t of' 

studies and technical coorerm.:.io::-1 ac t.h-:: l;ies ..::arri&c: on at a 

\'thic:1 individual years have been d·.::dicate::l, ou.t rat.üe::::-·, of pro

posr::-:.13 ~et fortr. ir. inter--gover:nmental bodies on tr.e sale ground 
of the !'elcvance of each issue consider-ad in isolation, and en 

the basis of the v:i.ew of the sponsoring delegation or delega·!:'.ions 

that recourse to large-scale com~emorative events might constitute 

a decisi7e stcp towards a w.ore rapid soluticn of the problems 

related to that particular issue. Moreover, the hTh~anitarian 

nature of many of the initiat:Lves proposed has facilitated the 

generally rapici. and unani~iC'US approval of those resolutions, thus 

agg:cavating the already corrplex problem of coordinati:rJ.g ~l•e poJ.id..;;:: 

and prograrr.mes of the various bodies operating within th•.:; Uni1:;ed 

Nations syster::. It seems pertinent to notet in this regard, 

/ ... 
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that the resolutions adopted by ECOSOC in 1968 and 1973 origina'ted 

in the Coordination Committee of the CouncL._, during its examinatic~·l 

of the annual report cf the Ad.ministrative Committee on Coord:i.na

tion (ACC) and the Committc:..a f0r Programme and Coord.ination (C.?C). 

During the implementation phase of the international 

years, attempts were made to reduce whatever negative effects 

may have resulted from tb.e lack of preparation which characteri.zt:-d 

the procla~ation of such years. These attempts were ma6e through 

the c·stablisrJnent of preparatory committees, especially in connexion 

vdth international Confcrences organized as major events of such 

years, and, more recently, of ~ .h2,s secretariats, as in the case 

of the Year of the Ctild. However, these correctivo measures 

\';ere implemented in both instances through bodies acting indepon

dently of the functional Commissions of ECOSOC and of thc relevc.nt 

Secretariat offices~ so that i t v1as not possible to make full 

u.se of the experience wbich those penna.nel'it bodies he.ve accu::mlat.ecl 

through thcir 1·mrk. 

to -.;..¡hich t.hose year-s h:J.'.re b-sr•r1 ded:ic.s.ted., are more evident an:: 

more rositivG. 1~ typical e:z:3.r:-Jple j s ·tlle C&3e of the In-ccrr..atio~~?.:_ 

Year fo~.~ \l!o;n~·:rl, '\·!he :~e i'rJ~_J.ov.'--t:~p ha.=. be en h:Lgh~y significan-t. and 

is lik0ly to have a considerable ili;p&.ct on tc':!hnical coopera·..,io!: 

wi th dl?veloping cou~~l.ri.es and on the mobilization of regional 

organ:i.zation~.. '!.'he need ::;hould r.ot be underestimnted, l1o·.-:e7er, 

for a p~r":l::.leJ. di::. ,relop~ent in ot,ber sestors dce:ned of p::::-iori·::-:,; 

by thc se coun~:.::"'~:..~~s, so as to ent:.rxt.'8, throngh appropria.te r lannir:;, 
'l 1...:->l'""r•('r,--1 ·o··-' -:'Y't.->c-r·-:--·-¡-_,' ;.s-,r·o·\··..fr,_ -in +ho - h le ran e o ... _ + .• :·v~ ~f"'"'. c. t .. ·'-..1.-f.J. __ ...... c;-._~,. .... ~ ... '."- -·--·-'·-~r_,-._....L, . .,U .. ::. '1'-'~ -L. ... ..1 ·- -.\; C- .. g _. _ O..uGl·-

vities CE<rrit3d 0ut. i)y ·ti1c ünited Né~t.jon.s wi0hin the soci<:tl &:cd 

human:i...tarian ::>eeto1~. 

1 . .. 
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5. i1ttempts to evaluate the result·s of pc.st intcrnational 

years aehie'/E:d by member States ap_pear more difficult, bccause, 

as noted above, t!:le 2.ssessnent of ir~dividual years has generally 

bcen limit.ed to a listing of the ir.itiati-..rE:s accomplished. 

Taking again the International Year for Women as an 

exarnple, it may be pointed out t!1at the establishmen~~ of national 

commissi.ons -- where this has occurred, and where they di.d 1:ot 

already exist -- has been greeted ~rith favour by public admin:J.s·cra

tions and prívate organizationE: 1·mrking for the advancement of 

women; in fact, the creatior. of such cow~issions has afforded 

the opportunity fcr useful forms of collaboration and for coordina

tion of the related initiatives. It is not knowr:, .b.oweve:c, 

whether su.c!-1 Comrnissions have 1··;;;n:ained in existence follovdng the 

International Year or vrhether ·ci~e:5.r ¡;sta·s.lis:b...men·.:; !les rssulted in 

the creation of permanent bod.ies for tne promoti::m and advancerr:ent 

of women. 

Nor is any information yet available on whether legis

lativo provisions have been adopted by member States to eli1ninate 

discrimination against WO!nen or whether new programmes have tcen 

desigr.ed at the national leYel to .fa-,rour the advanceraent of \vom2n. 

6. 
fo¡~ .tnc1·Lridual interna"Gicna.l ycars has been r.1c:.J.a a.v2.LL .• b::.c ¿;_t 

t , · + t' 11 1 h.f?,.c.;;:, d '· ·11 · .1e ~nverna 1ona eve , -..-r J.C.l¡nas ren erecl J.mpossJ.o.~e a c:-,.,:->:parl~;'J!l 

bct\'iCen t.he cost o.f such ini tia ti ves and that of othe:::-· Unj.-~:ed 

Nations activities aimed at the same issues -- in part,iclüar, t.hos';.: 

of technical cooperation infavour of developing coun~~ieso 

The preceding general considcrations are no~ ~ntendsd 

to question the· usefulness of proclaimir.g nevv intel'nó.tio1:.s.l :reaTs. 

reuch less those proposed in res0lution.s 32/132 ar.d 32/2.)/-., :'c.:·r· 
the young and for the elderly rcspecti'r-E:ly. The gene:~::ü si.t1J.o:~ti.on 

of these t1vo broad sectors of the popu.lation is ind8ed so r-.:.cute 

and complex as to suggest recourse to ever.1 kind of action avail-· 

able to the U ni ted Nations. I-'[oreover, the p:r'o8larr.3ti ::m of t. 1:(:!<o:e 

t-;·m interna"tional years 'í·Jould give nevr :i_mpetus to t}le stvdy, on 

a '.1o::cld sc;:üe, of the problems c,f all aee-groups of ths ;:.c:rrcla t;icr,. 

in member States and especially in developing count.:r·:.c~s. 
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Hov:ever, the ItQ.lian Goverrunent believes it adv.t ~nbJe :.:; 

preve:nt eit!1er or both of these procedural resolu.tions ad;>p-c~ó 

by the :XXXII General Assembly from becoming operat~.ve f,Glely on 
ths basis ;)f the "importance" of the problems oi the yo·.l~1ff and 

the elderly. In the light of the foregoing general considerations, 

the Italian Government would therefore 1ike to make the fol1m'l:i.ng 

sug&:estions: 

l. At the forthcoming General Assembl.y, the two questions 

on "Pc•l:?..t·ies and programmes related to youth" (reso1ution 32/1.34) 
.sn:l '':?roblems o~ the aged and the elder1y" { resolution 32/132) 

should be examined j ointly, and suffici.ent time should be <.'..llotted 

to a consideration in depth of the proposals to proclaim the 

two years. 

2. Since the years 1979 and 1981 have already been 

proclai¡;-.ed as International Yea:;,"s of the Child and of the Disabled, 

respectiYely; since, mo:réover, a considerable él!!lount of tim¡~ is 

available to assess the desirability as cornpared to pos~:dclr:- ~ltel'" 

natives, the method3 of implementation, and the timing anct e:oE:ts 

af t.he two ne,Ñ interna~v:Lon:.ll yeé.J..!':.:,, if proelaimed; and sine e, 

f:Lnally, the Co:~mi~:>s~i.oE for S·.)C'~~.:•l fle·.¡2lop::1ent vrill :nc-et at the 

bee::i.n.ning of 1.9?SJ,. i.t seenJ.s appropríaT .. e .:cl't:-:J.C s·ü.:;h an c.;~sc-:ssrn€.71.~ 

be initia t.~?. d. v;-.i tld n that Ccn:nissio:::. &nd t:r.c:~t i t be .:t'ollo·;:ed. 

tlu·ough ilJ ~'.ccorc.i.~mce w:Lt,:l ·t.-he prop~< '-.-~.s set. forth by tJ:at body. 

3. The assessme:1t should not be limited t.o a considera

tion of only the 't.iiO spec:i.fic issues of thE¡ young é'.nd the elderly, 

but shouJ.d also r.::ovcr the :nore ger(.,~2l q1.l.Sst:l.::>:'! cf int~rnational 

ye.:1rs, -vrl ~h special rsgard to the nced to elé.lbo:'ate a set. of 

guiduli11es to be é~pplied, vd th thE E ci~1u3·::;¡TJerrt~: raq_u:í.red by part:i.

cule.r issues 1 to all such ?V·3l'lt.s. 

4. Since the pl'och.natj :r ot i.1l.er!.T.~l~l¡éÜ yt::ars by 

the United Nations entails problems Ji: c:~·.):..~;iination of the activit:Les 

carried out wi>ch:Ln each sector of thG Or~anizatio:a, it seems ad

vi;:able to entrust this issue aJ.so to tl:a Con-:rr:3.t.tee ~or Prograr:u:-te 

and Coord.iEatiol1 ( í;?C). 

5. :t-'ina}.J..y, sü:ce inte:rna-t.:i onal yea-..~s have becm and 

will cont:Lnue to be proclaimed not ~nly by the Unite.d 1-!á.~io:r:s, bt:t 

al so by other organizations wi tlün -che UN system, t!l.J en:;ire 

question should be exam:i.r:E.d, in a l0ng-terr:1 persp2.cti ve, by the 

Ad.ministrat:vc Cor:-mlitt.e8 on Coorc.:i.:t;at~.on {ACC). 

1 . .. 
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KENYA 

_Ln July 1978 _7 

The G'JVeúUL~:•:. of the Republic of Kenya welcomes the pro-, 

clamation of an international youth year as a timely one. The Kenya 

Government has infact implemented a number of aspects of the Declaration 

in areas such as:-

(a) Y0 uth involvement in economic and social activities through 

Village Polytechnics. 

(b) Establishment of Cooperative Arrangements: Young people are 

encouraged to form small Work-Groups which it is hoped will eventually 

develop into Cooperatives. Such work groups include the youth who have 

passed through the village polytechnics. A booklet entitled "How to 

S tar t Work-Groups" has now be en pub 1 ished. 

(e) Research: The Government of Kenya has established a Centre 

for Research and Training on Youth Development in Nairobi which is 

charged with full responsibility of directing all Youth Development 

programm.es. 

(d) Co-ordination: A National Co-ordinating Committee on Youth 

has been established and its role is to advise the Government on matters 

affecting young people and Co-ordinating all agencies dealing with youth 

activities, both governmental and voluntary ones. 

Kenya already has what is called "The Harambee Youth Week." 

This is an annual event organised one week before the first Sunday 

of July. The proposed International Youth Year will therefore fit in 

with our own national event and has the Kenya Government Support. 
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WXEMBOUUG 

J:l7 Ju1y 1978 _7 
il sernble inopportun d'organiser 

une année spéciale de la jeunesse étant donné que 1979 qui a été 
proc1arnée "Année de 1'Enfant" peut é~alement ~tre considérée comme 
année de la jeunesse. 

MEXICO 

Sobre este particular tiene asimismo el 

honor de informarle que segOn le fuera solicitado en la nota 

mencionada, dicha solicitud ha sido llevada ya a la atención 

del Gobierno de México. 

NETHERLANDS 

f:24 May 1978_7 

In principle, the Netherlands Government is not 
in favour of the proclamation of an international 
youth year. The rapidly increasing number of 
international years proclaimed by the United 
Nations makes the usefulness of yet another Year 
questionable. 

If, however, an International Youth Year would 
be proclaimed, it should in the opinion of the 
Netherlands Government, focus on activities on 
the national and (sub)regional level, directed 
at solving the youth problems in that particular 
region. In the framework of such a Year efforts 
should also be aimed at improving the channels of 
communication between the United Nations, Govern
ments and youth, as well as contacts between youth 
organizations. 

/ ... 
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NEW ZEALAND J:28 Ju1y 1978 _7 

The Charge d'Affaires a.i. has the honour to inform 
the Secretary-General that, in the view of the New Zealand 
authorities, all proposals for the designation of years 
for international causes should be approached with caution. 
This view does not necessarily reflect doubts about the 
worthiness of the subjects mooted as targets for such 
years, but rather concern that the proliferation of inter
national years reduces the impact that they have on the 
problema they address. While the proclamation of inter
national years can serve a useful purpose in focusing 
attention on problema which have a common international 
identity, the New Zealand authorities are concerned about 
the "international year fatigue" that may result from the 
overuse of this practice. As a general rule, international 
commemorations should be prompted by widely shared regional 
and national concerns and needs and should identify inter
nationally acceptable targets without resorting to language 
vague to the point of meaninglessness or imposing excessive 
requirements in terms of additional finance or personnel 
resources. The New Zealand authorities are also of the 
opinion that if an international year is to be of real 
benefit to its subjects, twelve months of preparatory work 
and twelve months of post-year consolidation are required. 

In view of the above considerations, the New 
Zealand authorities do not favour the proclamation of 
an International Youth Year. In their view, the 
situations of youth are not sufficiently alike in inter
national terms to justify the designation of a year to 
focus attention on this particular group. In addition, 
they consider that different cultural perceptions of 
youth could result in confusion as to the identity of 
the target group for such an international year. Activities 
for youth are more appropriately carried out at the 
national level where it id possible to identify more 
easily problem areas such as youth unemployment, social 
and recreational needs and participation in the com-
munity. Regional and international communication is 
better served through programmes like the Commonwealth 
Youth Programme and through the supply of information 
to the United Nations Youth Information Bulletin. 

/ ... 
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NORWAY 

.Ln July 1978_7 

question of proclaiminp an International Youth Year 

has been positivelv resnonded to by the Norwegian 

authorities concerned with youth problems. 

In view, however, of the workload facing the 

UN-system and its member countries in the immediate 

future in the efforts to achieve progress on a wide 

range of urgent economic and social issues, it is 

felt that the capacitv and resources presently 

available mau not be conducive to securing- a success

ful implementation of such a year. This year being 

the International Antj-apartheid Year, 1979 declared 

International Year of the Child, 1981 proclaimed 

International Year for Disabled Persons and the 

auestion of an international vear on aging under 

consjderation - further add to the heavy programme 

of activities. 

In the present circumstances, and notwithstanding 

the strong merits in favour of an international youth 

vear, it mav thus aDoear more appropriate to consider the 

matter at a later stage. 

1 . .. 
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PHILIPPINES ¡-18 Ju1y 1978 7 
l. The United Nations General Assembly resólution 32/134 of 

Deoontler 1977 for the proclarnation of an international year of the 
youth is supported by the Proclarnatian of the President and Prima 
Minister of the Philippines issued 10 December 1976, procla:iming the 
natianwide observance of the Decade of the Filipino Clrild for the 
years 1977-1978, including participation in the Internatianal Year of 
the Child in 1979 and convoking the President' s National Conference for 
the Develo¡:nent of Children and Youth in 1980 and every five years 
thereafter. 

2. '!he Philippine recognizes the vital role of the youth in the 
social and econcmic developrent of the Nation as enshrined in the 
Philippine Oonstitution. 

3. The developrrent of the youth is a cxmron concern throughout 
the world and is given priority especially in developing countries. 
In the Philippines, both gove:r:nnent and pri vate agencies have under
taken programnes and services directed tCMards youth welfare and 
develotmmt. 

The Philippine Ministry of Social Services and Developrrent, the 
naticnal social welfare agency, is inplerenting an Integrated Human 
:Rasource Develop:rent Progranme for Youth cansisting of services and 
activities ained to prepare the youth, through the utilization of avail
able resources an:1 opportunities to develop self-reliance, social 
responsibility and economic productivity thereby facilitating their 
ccntributions to national development. 

4. The Philippine Gove:r:nnent recamrends that the United Natians 
General Assenbly srould: 

a) Urge all M:nber States to intensify their efforts at 
grass roots levels, both w:ban and rural, to provide 
opportunities and adequate resources for the develop
ment of self-reliance among youth, an specific areas 
such as food production; cottage industries, conser
vation of nat.. ... .:-al resources; comm.mity participation; 

b) 

e) 

d) 

e) 

cultural, spiritual and political development; 
leadership and responsible parenthood; special 
attentian being accorded to those from the nost 
vulnerable and, particularly, disadvantaged 
sectors. 

Call upon app:ropriate organizations of the Uni ted Nations 
systens to contribute to the preparation and :i.nplerenta
tion of the objecti ves of the Internatianal Youth Year. 

Invite ncn-govenurental organizations and the public to 
participate actively in the observance of the International 
Youth Year and to ooordinate their progréllt'IIes for the year 
as fully as possible especially at the national leve!. 

Appeal to M=mber States to rrake contriliutions or pledges 
for the International Youth Year through an appropriate 
United Nations agency to ensure adequate financing of 
all activities. 

Call upon all M:nber States to h:>ld national and regic;mal 
cansultation meetings in preparation for the Internat~onal 
Youth Year. 1 . •• 
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ROMANIA .{"12 June 1978_7 

Le Représentant permanent de la République Socialiste 
de Roumanie aupres de 1 'Organisation des :lJations Unies présente 
ses compliments au Secrétaire général de l'Organisation et se 
référant a sa note so 153/42 (34) du 9 février 1978 a l'honneu= 
de com~uniquer ce qui suit: 

l. Dans l'esprit ce la politique ~trangere de la Répu
bliq~e Socialiste de Roumanie en ce qui concerne la nécessité 
du raffermissewent du role de l'Oi~J dans la vie internationale, 
dans la solution des problemes vitaux du monde contremporain 
l'Union de la Jeunesse Communiste de Roumanie a activement 
promu dans le mouvement de la jeunesse l'idée_d'une coopéra-
tion plus in tense entre les :i:Tations Unies et les organisat ions 
des jeunes et d'étudiants. Cette orientation est fondée sur la 
convíction qu'aujourd 'hui la jeunesse représente une force so
ciale -gigantesque qui se manifeste de plus en plus comme un 
facteur important de la lutte centre l'injustice sociale et 
nationale, centre la politique impérialiste de domination et 
de diktat; pour la promotion des relations nouvelles dans la 
vie internationale. 

L 'Organisat ion des Hat ions Unies est appelée a ut iliser 
cetite force pour la réalisation des objectifs de la Charte, 
pour promouvoir les idéaux de paix, sécurité et coopération 
internatíonale. 

2. Dans cette perspective l'Union de la Jeunesse Com
muniste et l'Uúion des Associations des Etudiants Communistes 
de Roumanie cor-siderent que la proclamation d'une Année inter
nationale de la jeunesse - proposition contenue daos la réso
lution "La jeunesse dans le monde contel!l.porain" adoptée par 
la XXX:IIeme session de 1 'Assemblée générale des l~at ions Unies 
serait de nature a renforcer l'intéret de la COill2Unauté in
terna t'ionale pour les besoins et les aspirat ions de la jeune 
génération. La procla~ation d'une telle année serait également 
une action apte a assurer une présence considérablement amé
liorée de la problématique de la jeunesse dans l'activité 
de l'Organisation des liations Unies. 
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3. Le succes de l'Année internationale de la jeunesse dé
pendra directeoent de la nature et du contenu concret qu'auront 
les diverses manifestations organisées pendant cette période. Lll 

ce sens l'on apprécie que l'Année interGationale de la jeunesse 
devrait fournir l'occasion pour toute une série d'actions d'am
pleur, au niveau national, régional et international, concernant: 
le role et le lieu de la jeune génération dans le monde contempo
rain, sa participation au processus du développement national, 
l'état de l'application de différentes résolutions ~es ~ations 
Unies sur la jeunesse. 

Toutes ces manifestations devraient conduire a l'accroisse
ment de la contribution de la jeune génération de partout a l'exa
men et a la solution, 5ans l'intéret des peuples, 5es proble~es 
fondamentaux du monde conte~porain, tels que: l'arret de la course 
aux arcements et la réalisation du désarmement général et en pre
mier lieu du désar~e~ent nucléaire; l'éli~ination du pnénomene de 
sous-développement et l'instauration d'un nouvel ordre économi~ue 
et politique international; la démocratisation de la vie interna
tionale et l'établissement des relations entre Etats sur des bases 
nouvelles, sur les príncipes de l'indépendance et qe la souveraineté 
nationales, de l'égalité des droits, de la non-ingérence dans les . 
affaires intérieures, du non-recours a la .force et a la ~enace de 
la force; la liquidation définitive du colonialisme et du néo-colo
nialisme, de la politique raciste et de l'apartneid; la réalisation 
d'un systeme durable de paix, sécurité et coopération en Europe, et 
dans le monde ent ier; le reglement pacifique' .par négocia t ions' des 
problemes litigieux entre ~tats; la solution des problemes de la 
population et de l'environnement. L'Année internationale devrait 
constituer une occasion pour l'affirmation des demandes légitimes 
de la jeunesse d'avoir une profession et un emploi, d'avoir assuré 
l'acces libre, démocratique a l'enseignement, a l'éducation et a la 
culture, a l'organisation et a la direction de la société. 

~. Toutes ces actions pourraient avoir comne point culminant 
1' organisat ion, sous les auspices des :i.ia t ions Unies, d 'un Congres 
mor:.dial de la jeunesse. La pr.éparation et le déroulement de ce 
Congres devraient avoir lieu avec la participation des représentants 
de toutes les or5anisations nationales et internationales intéréssées, 
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sans distinction je leurs orientations politiques, ijéologi~ues 
ou religieuses. Le Congres devrait donner expression aux op
tions communes de la jeune génération, a sa volonté de contri
buera l'édification d'un monde de la paix, de l'entente et de 
la coopération entre les peuples. 

Le Congres pourrait conduire a l'établissement d'un or
ganisme de liaison entre les Nations linies et les organisations 
de la jeunesse. Cet organisme aurait aussi pour tache d'organiser 
une série de manifestations internationales jans le domaine de 
la jeunesse. De meme, a l'occasion du Congres il serait possible 
d'élaborer un projet d'une Charte des droits et des responsabi
lités de la jeune génération, lequel pourrait etre examiné et 
approuvé plus t ard par 1 'Assemblée générale des .l~at ions Unies. 

5. Il faut mentionner que sur la ?roposition de l'Union 
de la Jeunesse Communiste de Roumanie toute une série de réu
nions internationales se sont prononcées en faveur de la ?rocla
mation d'une Année internationale de la jeunesse. Parmi ces 
réunions figurent: la Conférence internationale de la jeunesse 
sur la population (Bucarest, 1974); le Séminaire bilatéral de 
l'Union des Associations des Etudiants Comounistes de Roumanie 
et le ~1ouve::nent International de la Jeunesse et des Etudiants 
pour les l~at ions Unies (:Sucarest, 1975); le Séminaire interna
tional organisé par l'Union de la Jeunesse Com::nuniste et l'Union 
Internationale de la Jeunesse Démocrate Cnrétienne ayant pour 
theme "La participation de la jeunesse a l'instauration d'un 
nouvel ordre économique et politique international" (l3ucarest, 
1977) et la Réunion du Groupe ad-hoc sur la jeunesse aupres du 
Secrétaire général des ~~ations Unies (liew York, 1975). 

6. Dans le cadre de ses relations avec les différentes 
organisations des jeunes et des étudiants, a l'occasion des 
manifestations auxquelles elle participera, y compris les réu
nions du systeme des ~ations Unies, l'Union de la Jeunesse Com
muniste de Roumanie est prete a promouvoir davantage l'idée du 
développe~ent de la coopération entre le mouvement de jeunesse 
et les Nations Unies. 
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- 61 -

SEYCHELLES 
¡-21 August 1978_7 

1 o The " con temporary world '' may be concei ved 
as an arena in which grea t social and p~Jli ti cal 
change is occurring. The manifestations of poverty, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, poli ti cal 0 1jpression, 
racialism, polarisation of the '' have and have nots", 
the frustration of developing countries in pursuit 
of just national aims by the machinations and 
influence of cert2in pouers, and indiscriminate 
extension of tecliDology with associated pollution 
and pillaging of the environment ar6 sorne of the 
cllaracteri.stics of tl1e world milieu in wl1icl1 the 
majority of young people live. 

2o Tlle consie.'ieration being given to the proclamation 
of an International Youth Year is vierved as timely 
and COlW1endable especially becéJ.use of th8 significant 
and grovring demogra phic dimension of yo u th and the 
inherent potential of youth as a corporate and 
active a8ent for social chanseo 

3o In order to lüglllight observance of an Inter-
national Youth Year, i t is su .. ;:-:;G.sted that: 

(a) the UN, through i ts 2.~~:~1ropriate a¿;encies, 
may \'Jish to acr.:.:.nge re'-~ional conferences 
or seminars a.t ,.rllich reprG.Sd1tatives of 
young peoi)le from r:1er;l0er :.:'ltc-:.tG.::1 could 
contri bu te to and benefi t from tl1e 
consideration of problems associ&..ted 
with the social and ecunomic Dalaise 
referred to in 1 aoove o 
Each region rnight a~~ceJress i ts ef J.'orts 
to one pa.rticular theme an6 the re~ults 
assei!lOled ¿_:_1ld co-ordinated in a single 
publication; 

(b) the U.ü ted 1Jati0ns and Liember .state.s r:·1ay 
rrish to produce a co·.1 ,ernoré:~.tive stamp 
issue, ·oz .. sed on the 3U-b:nission of d8signs 
fror:1 yo un~; ~Jeo pl e on the theme •• Yo u th in 
the Contewporary ;/orld ''; 

(e) recom.:endations and resolutions adopted 
by representu.t:ives of tlle Youth of tlle 
world at the llth dorld Festival of 
Youth and ,']tudents (\JU3A 1978) be 
consi dered '.vhen prepc-1ring the progr;:lJnme 
of activities for the International 
y-o; ·th YeD.r'; and 
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( d) appropria te na ti :)r:al progra.mrnas to mark 
Int,~rn?-tional Youth Year be organised 
by i\.i.emoer Sta tes o 

SPAIN 

f"3l May 1978_7 

el Gobierno español considera 

muy positiva la iniciativa promovida por la Asamblea General 

de las Naciones Unidas de celebrar el "Año Internacional de 

la Juventud". 

En relación con el tema de la juventud, el Gobierno 

español se propone en fecha próxima crear un Consejo de la 

Juventud española que ser!a el interlocutor válido que tendr!a 

la Administración Española en pol!tica de juventud, y promul

gar una ley de la juventud que en estos momentos está siendo 

preparada por el Ministerio de Cultura, y que contemplará de 

modo global toda la problem&tica socio-económica, pol!tica y 

cultural que afecta al mundo juvenil. 

En relación con el Año Internacional de la Juventud 

el Ministerio de Cult~ra de Es?aña estar!a dispuesto a organi

zar una serie de actividades como las siguientes; 

- Un Seminario Internacional, cuyo contenido se 

centre sobre los problemas juveniles rnás importantes. 
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- Distribución de publicaciones monógraficas centra-

das en la temática juvenil. 

- Organización y dotación de premios para la labor 

divulgadora de temas juveniles llevados a cabo 

durante ese año a través de la prensa, la radio 

y la televisión. 

El Gobi9rno español estaría dispuesto a colaborar 

y participar en otras actividades y manifestaciones que fueran 

organizadas por Naciones Unidas con motivo del Año Internacio-

na! de la Juventud. 

SUDAN 

¿n July 1978 J 

the Government of the Democratic 

Republic of the Sudan agree with the principie of the proclamation 

of an international youth year, and that comments and proposals 

will be forwarded upon receipt from the competent authorities in 

the Sudan. 

SWEDEN 
¿n July 1978 _7 

The ciwedish Govern~ent is of the opinion that the ~ost 
urcent ta.sk as re:_;o.rds youth-rela.ted quc:Jtions :ri thin tl:c' 
:J:: SJS te.¡ \'rould "l;e to cvaluate thc pos si bili ti es o:: 
i~pro·¡ed co:arnunir::ations between ".:he .íorld (.'r.sa!ÜZa.tlon 
and you~h or~aniza.tions thrcugh e~istin7 cha.nnels on all 
lcvel.s, ::ts .;'or in~>tance the ~eneva Infor::1al :·.ee tin:~ of 
International I~on-(;overn:;¡ental Youth Or,'_;'CJ.nizations 9.nd the 
UH Youth Caueus, and to strengthen 
the financial basis for youth oce;anizations to participate 
in thi s kind of Uli a e ti vi ti es. Contact and co<>pe ca tion 
orcans for international youth activities exist in :aany 
count~ies. ~he Swedish Governnent considers these entities 
v1here they exist, to 'oe natnral nati:Jnal liaison and foc.al 
polnts of the l:ind mentioned in the Secretary-General's 
note. J;ation.:ll Ui'i Crcanizations for 3tudents, 111here such 
exis~, are uf course of creat va]ue for fulfillinc their 
special t.as]~~J. 
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At this point it should also be reiterated that in the view 
of the SWedish Government the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is the agency 
particularly endowed to bear the main resronsibility for 
the organization and coordination of youth-related questions 
within the UN framework. An International Youth Year, if it 
'.¡ere to be decided upon, should furthermore be geared at a 
few clearly defined action oriented goals. 

SWITZERLAND 

.["20 July 1978J 

Les autorités suisses n'ont pas d'objection de principe a 

la proclamation d'une année internationale de la jeunesse. Elles 

éprouvent cependant quelques doutes quant a la résonance de décla

rations de ce genre si l'on recourt a ce moyen de fa~on trap fré

quente. Les autorités suisses se demandent également si le sujet 

n'est pas formulé de fa~on trap large; elles pensent en effet que 

si l'on s'adressait a certains problemes précis touchant la jeu

nesse act11elle, les chances de provoquer des actions concretes ca

pables d'améliorer la situation seraient vraisemblablement plus 

grandes. Enfin, elles craignent que le fait que l'année de la ieu-

nesse suive d'aussi pres celle de l'enfance, ne soit une source de 

confusion et par conséquent d'indifférence. 

THAILAND 
.{"26 July 1978_7 

The Governrnent of Thailand, since the adoption 
of Thailand's National Youth Policy in 1973, agrees in 
principle with the idea of proclaiming an international 
youth year which would provide an opportunity to stress the 
importance of the role of youth in all stages of development 
and help consolidate the efforts of all states, under the 
guidance of the United Nations, in carrying out specific 
programmes concerning youth, in particular, the promotion 
of educational, professional and living conditions for youth 
upon which member states of the United Nations could base 
their own national development and assistance programmes. 
Furthermore, the Thai Governrnent would like to suggest that 
among activities which would be initiated for the observance 
of such a year, a special exchange programme in arder to 
disseminate among youth the ideal of peace and the promotion 
of international co-operation and understanding for the 
benefit of all peoples of the world should also be included. 
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TOGO L7 August 1978 J 
le Gouvernement togolais n'a aucune objection a opposer 

a une telle initiative dans la mesure ou elle a pour finalité la 
mobilisation et la sensibilisation de la Jeunesse pour la compré
hension internationale. 

Cependant, dans le souci de permettre a une telle manifesta
tion d'atteindre les buts escomptés, a savoir l'information de la
Jeunesse des problemes de l'heure en vue de sa participation ef
fective, le Gouvernement Togolais sugg~rerait: 

1) Que soit organisée cha~ue année une journée inter
nationale de la Jeunesse au lieu d'une simple proclamation d'une 
année internationale de Jeunesse • 

2) Que des themes précis soient choisis chaque année en 
tenant compte des exigences des jeunes et surtout des problemes 
que ces dernieres soulevent. 

3) Que des manifestations a caractere sportif ou culturel 
soient organisées au niveau des sous-groupes régionaux en vue du 
brassage et de la fraternisation des jeunes. 

TURKEY 

["15 September !978.J 

"Turkey considera the world youth as a proud and 

coftscientious mass and believes that its legitimate rights 

and demanda as well as its problems should be approached with 

understanding and feelings of utmost responsibility. Turkey 

also believes that the United Nations has the important duty 

and responsibility with regard to disseminating among the 

youth the ideals of peace, tolerence, respect for human righte 

and fundamental freedoms and human solidarity, on the one hand, 

and improving the channels of communications with youth and 

youth organizations on the other. The United Nations should 

contribute on a larger scale in ascertaining the needs and 

aspirations of the world youth and in strengthening the role 

of the youth in development activities. 
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Por these reasons, Turkey favours the proclamation of 

an international youth year within the Vnited Nations. The 

proclamation of an international youth year will not only 

strengthen the feelings of brotherhood and universal peace 

among the youth but at the same will serve to identify the 

problems of the youth, to seek ways and means of solving them 

as well as to disseminate among the world youth the feelings 

of tolerence." 

UGANDA 

[6 June 1978 _7 

The Government of Uganda welcomes the idea of proclaiming 

such a year as it will enable the youth, through the youth work

ers and others to promete international awareness to the particu

lar problems and predicament of the youth. Such awareness and 

the subsequent quest to redress these problemswould be instru

mental in bridging the generation gap. 

Observance of such a year should run from the village grass 

roots right through to the international level. Each nation 

should draw up its own programmes to suit its particular needs. 

The overall programme outline could be as follows: 

(I) village level: youth participation in community serv

ice projects based on work camps, competitions, displays and 

entertainment in agricultural, cultural and sporting activi

ties. 
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(II) Other levels: As in (I) but on a wider scale to 

include expeditions, exchange of visits and voluntary 

service in foreign countries. National and international 

work camps preferably in places and areas that need re-

lief. 

(III) Participation by youths in the deliberations of 

policy-making bodies from village to world council. This 

depends very much on making a break-through through preju-

dices of the old against the youth and this project has 

financia! implications too. 

UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 
["15 September 1978 J 

no MHeHHID YKp8HHCKOH CCP, o6c~eHHe Bonpoca 
o npoBosrJiameHHH MeJK,IJ;yHapo.nHoro ro.na MOJio.neD 3a
CJI~aeT cep~esHoro BHHMBHMR. OqeBH.JlHO, qTo no~
roTOBKa TaKoro MeJKJJ:yHapo.nHoro ro.na .nOJDKHa npoBo
.nHT~CH Ha MaKCHMaJI~HO illHpOKOH OCHOBe H OnHpaT:&CH 
Ha T8KHe BJIHHTeJI~HHe H Be,nymHe MeJK,IJ;yHapO,nHHe MOHO
,neJKHHe H CTy,neHqecKHe opra.HH38UHH, KaK BceMHpHaH 
we.nepauHH .neMOKparHqecKOH MO~o.ne~, MeJK,IJ;yHapo.nHHB 
COID3 CTJ,UeHTOB H ,npyrHe MeJK,IJ;yHapO.JlHHe MOJIO,neJKH~,Ie 

we.nepaUHH H 06~e,nHHeHHH, aBTOpHTeT KOTOPHX o6me
npH3H8H. 

no TBep.noMJ y6eJK,IJ;eHHID YKpaHHCKOH CCP. npoo~eMH 
MOJIO)le~ - SKOHOMHtieCKHe t no~HTHqeCKHe t COIUIM:&Hb!e -
,no~JKHH peillaT~CH Ha H8UHOH8JI~HOM ypOBHe, yCHJIHHMH 
npaBHTeJI~CTB rocy.napcTB-lJJieHOB OOH M MOJio.neJKHHX op
rmmsarmti KaJK.JlOM CTpaHH. nosTOMy B OCHOBY npoBe~eHHJI 
MeJK,IJ;yHapo.nHoro ro.na MOJio.nen ,nOJIJKHb! ~eq:& Meponp.HHTM, 



- 68 -

IIpOBO.TI:MMbie, rJiaBHbiM 0Óp830M, Ha H8UHOH8JI:óHOM ypOBHe, 

a B OT;neJI:bHHX CJIYqaHX M MeporrpMHTMH perMOH8JI:bHOI'O 

xapaKTepa. 

C yqeTOM 3Tl1X COOÓpazemüi ÓbiJIO Óbi HeOIIpaB,U8HHHM 

cos;naHMe rro;n arH;nofi OpraHMsauMM 06:r:,e;nRHeHHHX HauRH 

K8KOI'O-TO UeHTpaJI:bHOI'O RJIM KOOp.TI:MHHpyromero opraHa ~H 

rrpoBe;neHHH MeporrpMHTVI:Ií B paMKax Me)K,UyHapo.nHoro ro;na 

MoJio;ne.i!'J1. ÜIIhiT rrpoBe;neHVI.H B 70-e ro;nhi rro JIMHMH OOH 

BCTpeq MOJIO.IJ:e1!lli IIO IlpOÓJieMaM HapO,TI;OHaCeJieHH.H, OKpYi!{a

IOmeif cpe;nhi l1 H8KOTOpbiX ;npyrH.X MOJIO;neJK.HhiX MeporrpM.fiTMH, 

K COiK8JI8HMIO, CBM.IJ:eTeJI:bCTByeT, qTO ITO.IJ:I'OTOBKa ITO,UOÓHHX 

MOJIO.UeJKHHX Meporrpl1RTI1Íf B IIpOiliJIOM OCyrl\eCTBJIRJJaC:O C IIO

MOIU:óiO pa3JIJ1qHHX 3KCIIepTOB l1 CIIeUI18.,iiMCTOB, He MMeBllil1X 

OTHOlli8Hl1.fi K MOJIO.TI:eiKHHM npOÓJieMaM l1 He rrpe.UCT8Bll.fiBlliHX 

MOJIO.UeJK:r:,. EoJiee Toro, rrpH rrpoBe,neHMM TaKoro po.ua Mepo

rrpM.HTI1H B IlpOiliJIOM Hepe,n:KO MMeJia MeCTO rrpaKTMKa ,UHCF~pl1-

MHH8Ul1H B OTHOlli8Hl111 H8KOTOpbiX Me.iF.,nyHapO.UHhiX .U8MOKpaTH

qecKl1X oprami38UHÍÍ, KOTOpaH ITpORBJIRJiaC:b B TOM, qTo CO 

CTOpOHH CHJI, ITpl1JJ:8piKMBaiOml1XC.fi O,UHOCTOpOHHeH OpHeHT8UHl1 

H aHTM,TI;eMOKpaTHqecKHX B3I'JI~noB, H8ÓJIIO.U8JII1CL IIOIIHTKH 

B3.fiT:b BOITpOChi peaJIH38UHH MOJIO,TI;e.iKHHX l1HHUH8THB B CBOH 

PYKH HAH IIOCT8BHT:b MX ITO.U KOHTpOJI:b OT,UeJI:bHHX JIHU H op

I'8HH38UHM, He HrparomMX CKOJI:óKO-HM6y,n:r:, cymeCTBeHHOH pOJIH 

B orrpe)18JI8Hl111 co,nepJK8Hl1.fi M OCHOBH:biX HarrpaBJielUIM M8jK,!Ly

Hapo,nHOI'O MOJIO.UeJKHOI'O COTpy,nHHqecTBa M rrepcrreKTHB COB

M8CTHOM .IJ:8.fiTeJI:OHOCTI1 MOJIO,ne1!lli. 

KaK rrpe.n.cTaBJIHeTcH, TeMH rJiaBHhiiVII1 rrpo6JieM:al\rn., KO

TOpb!e .UOJIJKHbT orrpe.n.eJIHT:o ueJIH M rroJIHTnqecKoe co.nepJKaHMe 

MeJF..,nyHapo.nHoro ro.n:a MOJio.n.eJKH, HBJIRIOTCR TaRMe HaH6oJiee 

aRTyaJI:OHHe rrpo6JieiVIbi, cTo.muMe cero.n.HR rrepe.n qeJioBeqe

CTBOM M COBp8M8HHHM MOJIO.IJ,b!M IIOKOJI8HI18M, K8R 6op:o6a 38 
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MMP, M8JK.I(yHapo.n:eyro 683orraenoeT:ñ, yKp8IIJI8Hk18 rrpoL(8eea 

pa3p.fUJ;[-ill, eoTpy,r~mrq8eTBO Hapo,UOB, IIp8KpaiU8Hl18 orraeHOM 

,II;JI.H MMpa rOHKII B00py¡K8m1:M, 38IIP8Il.l8Hl18 e03,!1;8HH.H HOB:b:X 

BH,II;OB H eHeT8rf< opy~HH MaeeOBOrO YHH~T0~8HH.H, pa3opy

~8HZ8, 6opn6a 38 H8L(HOH8JI:ñJIYIO H838BHeliMOeT:ñ, .U8MOKpa

THIO M eOIJ;HaJJ:ñH:biE rrporp8ee, IIpOTHB IIOJIHTHKH KOJIOHI1a

JIH3Ma M paeH3M8, 38 yeTaHOBJI8HM8 HOBOrO 8fWH0liJI}l~8eKOrO 

IIOPMK8, BOBJI8'tl8HH8 MOJJ:O,TI,8)KH B IIpOIL8ee eOIJ;H8JI:ñH0-8KO

HO~lli'tl8eKOrO pa3BHTH.H, eOJIH.UapHOeT:ñ e H8IJ;HOH8JI:ñHO-OeBO

ÓO,I!;MT8JI:ñHOM 6op:o6oi1:, o68eii8~8I-IM8 rrpaB MOJIOJJ:8)Jil1 M .n;pyrH8 

IIpOÓJI8Mhi, p8aJI:ñHO BOJIHYIO!.UM8 eoBp8M8HHYJO MOJIO.Il8Jtt..:ñ Be8X 

eTpaH MMpa. 

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REI'UBLICS 

.Ll5 Serternber 1~:72 _7 

CCCP nue ryrrae r 3a ro, LJ:ro6u o6ey::;,.n;8HI'.LIO nonpoea o 

rrpoBo3r.JiarU8Hlím ;J8j;c,;zyHapo;.I;Horo ro,n:a .t·,1o.Jio,n:e;KM OI:IJIO Y.TI:8JIGHO 

e8p:ñ83HOG BH:vri.18JUI8. 

I{ eOi::a.JieHlíTI·J, oiiLir npe.IUIIeer:syiorr¡8íl .ue.nre.JI:E,Hoern OOH B 

xo.n;e rro,r¡;roroBIHI PH.Lla í\10JIO.TI:mYJiLIX í'.'18porrp:vmrr1ll Bli3L!BaeT eep:ñ-

83.f{IJIO .Kp:nrrlliy npe:;me neero H3-3a npa.K r:vuur ,TI;Jie.Kpn.r,n.u-rar.:cMn 

B OTHOlli8HliH1 HG.KOTOpHX .Me~:QJYHapo;umz ,U:8í.10I\p8.T}Il!8eKI1X MOJIO

.IJ:GJlillHX opraHimau;llil. :{pmAe roro, no,IU'o ron.Ka ra.KIL"< ~:18 porrpMH

Tn::it BGJiaen e TIOf.ilOJ.l¡:ñJO pa3JIWIHHX 8KeTI8pTOB, He npe;¡:¡;erann:.rrB

lliHX ¡(¡OJIO.IJ:8n:o. e ;r:¡;pyr o Ir e·ropOHE, ra.KM .n;e.rrreJI:ñHOel':ñ OOH 
oeyneern.miJiae:o LJ:epe3 opraH1I3aiJ;HH, KoropLie He npe.n;eraB.JI.HIOT 

Be.IJYmH.e er1'JILI B Me;~:,r.ryHapOJ.!JIOi\1 MOJIO.TI;eJKHm:1 .n;B:m:wrnm, H 38. 

KOTOpm.m, IIOpoii, He eronr Hill\TO, I~p0:'.1e or,>:~e.JI:O.HbiX JIIDJ,, :liieiiOJI:0-

3~'IOI.4r1X H8.3B8.HMe opra.HH3aiJ;:mi ,TI,J1H eBOI1X UeJietl, Jti e ere C TBGHHO, 

He :vrr'paiOil\VJ.X eL;OJI:ñ-H:VIÓJ' ,IJ;:O eynec rBeHHO:l1: pOJII1 B onpe,D;eJieHUM 

eo,TI;ep;:~aHHH :!ti OCHOBHLIX HanparuremriJ: M8jw Hapo,ruroro r.10JIO,II;eE

HOrO eorpy,n;H:wreerBa. 

I10JC00Ha.JI TO'G:Ka 3p8H1'1í1 BEC.K8.3EBB.J1ae:ñ eOD38J1,1M MOJIO,IJ;8jiCH 

B crpa.Hax eou;na'I:vicnrqeeiwro co.n:pyJ:\ecrBa, u;e.rrur.1 p.rr,rcoM .nmrn

reJI:oHliX MOJIO;IJ;e;~U:r.ciX opraHI13EUJ;IDl Ha 3ana,r~e. l3 IIO,lLTBepj:~,II;eHHe 
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rai\OÜ rO'-II\11: 3p8HMH BIIO.iiH8 IlpaBOf,18pHO .ue.nan:M.C:O CCliJIKH Ha llpOB8-

.U8HH8 110 JJ:l".úUIM OOH ra.Kux: r,1oJio,n;e;-:umx i.leponp:vmr:uíl, .Ka.K Bcer:mp
Haq acca:JóJie.rr t10JIO,Ii.eJKH ( 1970 r.) , ncrpe'-IM rJoJio,n;e;:ar no rrpoóJie-
1/la'J o.r:py:::aron¡e¡.¡ cpe.nnr ( IS72 r.) , Hapo.nonaceJiemm ( 1975 r. ) 
~I ~p. 

Tpenory BE3I:.!Bae r ro oóc roHrGJI:SCTBO, LITO rrpn rrpoBe,TI;eH:mi 
D.10JIO)W]IHLIX 1:J:nrr..;;Imrnn B pru\í.Kax OOII, ux rro,n;roromca -qacro ü.fca-
3hiBaJiac:o TIO,L~ l':OJPrpOJI8i:1 Cir.JI, up:¡r;;e p:::IIDffiJ!l\Y.CCCH O,l1;HOCTOpOHH8Ü 

opuenrllium M anr.vr.-"J;m;lOI-:par~rqec.KHX uacrpoennü. 

CCCP arcryrrae r 3a ro, -qroó:rr no;~roroBr\a ;Jej::.r.yHapo.unoro 
ro.ua :.10JI0Jl8:,:Ií llpODO;D;Fi.:TaC:& Ha IílHpOl-':0.[1 OCHOB8 H Ol1MpaJiaC:O Ha 
al3TOp.HrGTHHC :'·/!8i::,::zynapo,r~Iill8 MOJIO,U8WILI8 opraHJii3EUJ;YHI (Bcei11HpHaH 
:_)e;~e)ai..Uill ,l(e:,lOEpéli'I{li8CI\Oi~ J·.10JIO;Il;8Kvi, ;;íe;:~.lJYIIapO)J;.fn.Ill Cül-J3 Cr'-j

JL8HI'OD, :.ie;:~ HO.pO)~HI::ri: CO}J3 ,\lOJio,:u;nz cou:rwnrcron, CoBer 8Bp0-
fi8~lcmr: Ha.JJ,110HOJ:::onux 1:or.mre ron ~.10~>ro,n;e:rn-I, ~Bponelici\aH t)e,nepa

D;Y.wr J1m)c prur:oHo~l n PC..\Iilla.n:onoi~ uoJio;uej¡m, ~~Bpone~tcmfil cOD3 
·1orro·r··r-r ''DIIcr···-1 rrcr'I'C' ·rn·,orr')...,ro~ II ~P ) 1i v.L r ~.t ..... \.. .... · .......... / ~.ic...t.!..... '1. 

1 ~ ~,Vl•J. .1.\J (....l. .b · ~ • • 

1Ipr: Jrm .. I, no rmcnr.rJ CCCP, I1 JfaBHl:.L1V.: D IIOJIIHLI1.Iec.Kor,1 co~ep
:-.~3.mEI ro~a ,l.~OJD::Hl~ C r&l':b npOÓJ18r.1l~, pea.r.IbHO :;:;o.rm~~I<Jti¡M8 COB_p8í'.lCH
HOC :.IO.iiO,U08 IIO:\OJI8HH8 ( l1pOÓJI8L1H í:izpa U Ó830IIaCHOCI'1i, pa3opy
j!~8H~:H, C0v"I:L1~3.pE08rM C Héll.!;IIOHD..Jl:biiO-OCDOÓO,I~:Ue."TlbHOÜ 6op:o6o~::, 

ycro.HOJ.3}I8H1;:n: Ho::Joro r.1e:::.r:::n-rapo.unoro :::ll~OHO~/J{llecrwro rrop.r..;~Ka, 

"'""'élD i 'OJIO-rre···.·T,r TT rrp ) lll_J .... ~ ,J, .; .. ,_... -~ ~ • • 

Ja:.:rro, -qroór: B ocno:oy npoBe,IJ;eHJ!ill ro.ua ónJrn rroJrm~e.Hbr rrpe::~

,r.;e ::cero !.lGI)Ollpi-::s;:r:m naunoExr:suoro, a B or.ue.1I:OHL::~ CJIY'-IaHX, 
pernor:::n.,-rrr,Horo xapa.::;repa. Ilo3 ro1.ry cos,IJ;amTe no.n 3r=1,llO~Í OOH .t~a

Iwro-:_~róo r~eHrpan::s.Horo rr.mc IWOP.UY.iliHp~:n:wro opra.Ha ;i.';JI.IT npone
,IJ;emm raE oro i.'le porrprmrurr rrpe,TI;c ra:a-rrn:e r c.rr He OIIIJélBJ~mrm-rr-.1. 
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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

¡-15 Se~tember 197 8_7 

The Government of the United Kingdom notes with 

satisfaction the attention given by the United Nations in 
recent years to the problems of youth and the measures 
taken to ensure the participation of youth in development 
and to improve channels of communication. However, the 
United Kingdom is concerned that a succession of international 
years has led to a reduction in the effectiveness of such 
events. Because the cost is very great, the United Kingdom 
is anxious to make certain that only those subjects which 
will obtain the greatest benefit become themes for international 
years. 

The contiguity of T.he International Year of the 
Child, during which many topics equally applicable to youth 
will be discussed, suggests that this is not an appropriate 
time to consider an International Year for Youth. In addition 
youth was the theme of a World Assembly held in 1970 and it 
may be thought that an international year on the same subject 
is superfluous. 

In the opinion of the Government of the United 
Kingdom, continued disucssion of the problems of youth in 
United Nations fora will serve the interests of young people 
more ~fectively than the proclamation of an International 
Year for Youth. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA J:lO J\l1y 19?8_7 
The United States Government does not consider it 

desirable at this time to have an international youth 

year. The International Year of the Child will be held 

in 1979, which, in the United States, at least, will 

encompass youth to the age of majority. In addition, 

the United States is cognizant of the views previously 

expressed by the Secretary-General that the proliferation 

of international years should be avoided. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

¡-a August 1978_7 

The participation of youth and youth organi

zations in thw work of the United Nations system and in the 

tmplementation of the resolutions of the world Organization 

is of particular importance. The study of the basic principles 

and the system of work of the United Nations can be a form 

of active participation and contribution of the young 

generations to the assertion of the importance, ideals and 

objectives of the United Nations, particulary when the 

preservation of world peace, security, promotion of 

international co-operation, understanding and friendly 

relations am:>ng peoples based on mutual respect and appreciation, 

sovereign equality of States and complete elimination of 

colonilis~ and racial discriminational are in question. 

Greater knowledge on the part of youth and 

students of the objectives and principles of the United 

Nations implies at the same time the recognition of other 

very significant principles such as dignity and equality of 

all peoples regardless of their race, colour, ethnic, origin, 

and respect for the basic human rights as well as the right 

of peoples to self-determination. 
/ ... 
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Resolution "Youth in the contemorary world" 

The recommendations made in this resolution 

offer concrete possibilities for the engagement of world 

youth not only in the implementation but also in 

shaping the rolicy of the world Organization. The proclamation 

of an International youth year would enable a more direct 

contact befween youth and youth organizations and the 

United Nations system. The activities organized on that 

occasion would, no doubt, reflect the principles of and 

exert influence on the policy of the world Organization. 

Furthermore, these activities would point to the need for 

a more active participation of young ge~erations in the 

implementation of these principles and in the further 

assertion of the role and significance of the United Nations 

in the present-day world and thereby in the struggle for the 

ideals of peace, respect for human rights and fundamental 

freedorns, human solidarity illrl dedication to the objectives of 

progress and development. 

The adoption of the resolution of the 

proclarnation of the international youth year involves great 

responsibility both on the part of the United Nations and 

youth organizations at all levels. For its successful 

irnplementation it is necessary to ensure equitable participation 

of all national, regional and international organizations 

concerned, in co-operation with the departments concerned 

with youth within the UN system, in the drawing up of plans 

and programrnes of activities within the international youtn 

year. Such attitude will ensure possibilities for the 

further democratization and diversification of relations 

between the United Nations and youth and youth organizations. 
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Resolution 11 Channels of communication with youth 

and youth organizations" 

The present resolution constitutes the basis 

for the further examination of the question of chann~ls of 

communication and endeavours for the first time to lay 

guidelines for the establishment of direct contacts between 

youth arrl the United Nations at all the three levels - national, 

regional and international. 

It is 

problems of youth, 

it is necessary, in 

not sufficient only to identify 

as it has been the practice so far, but 

a constant interaction between the 

United Nations and youth and youth organizations to keep 

pointing to them, to try and find effective solutions and 

responsible role of youth in the 

equitable and stable peace in the 

recognize the proper and 

building up of a new, more 

world. 

The active and diversified co-operation 

between the United Nations and youth organizations would 

ensure not only better representation and greater democracy, 

but would also constitute a significant help to the United 

Nations system in the implementation of its programmes. On 

the other hand, the participation of youth and youth 

organizations would thereby be ensured in planning, 

implementation and assessment of programmes related to the 

problems of youth. The present methods of participation of 

youth in the United Nations programmes consisting mainly 

in filling in questionnaires and routine bilateral discussions 

are insufficient and of a limited scope. 

All the questions which directly or indirectly 

concern youth, as an integral part of society, should be 

the subject of broadest and most democratic discussion 

on the part of all the factors concerned. They should not be 

1 . .. 
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treated only within the framework of relations between 

international non-governmental organizations and the United 

Nations, as has been done so far. 

It is indispensable that youth departments of 

the United Nations and its specialized agencies establish a 

more active co-operation and contacts with national youth 

organizations, where feasible, since they are no doubt most 

qualified to draw attention to the pressing youth problems 

and also world problems in general. In view of the fact that 

this is a requisite condition for the improvement of 

channels of communication between the United Nations and 

youth and youth organizations, the above mentioned Resolution 

is welcome, but it should be mentioned at the same time 

that it constitutes only a step forward in the finding of 

proper and lasting solutions, which is both in the interest of 

youth and the United Nations. 

As it is known, in order to improve the channels 

of communication with youth, the permanent system of meetings 

retv..een respresentatives of the Uni ted Nations and international 

non-governmental youth organizations - the Geneva Informal 

.Meetings (GIM) - has been established. A major shortcoming 

of these meetings is the fact that they are still closed 

to the participation of interested national organizations. 

~er efforts should certainly be exerted for the ensurance 

of better representation at the GIM, the precondation being 

the participation in its work of all the interested national, 

regional and international organizations. Rather than 

establishing new channels of communication it would be 

more adequate to improve the existing ones as well as to 

search for new forms of communication. 

For the establishment of appropriate channels 

of ~cation it is absolutely indispensable to ensure the 
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regular flow of infomation between the United Nations system 

and youth and youth organizations, which is in the mutual 

benefit. The existing Youth Information Bulletin is very 

useful and it should be improved both technically and in 

respect of its content. Furthumore a larger number of 

interested youth organizations at all levles should be 

included in i ts preparation. It should be also distributed to a larger 

number of organizations. In this connexion point C.5. of the 

Annex to the Resolution 32/135 should be supported. 

The determination of adequate youth programmes 

and proper communication with youth and youth organizations 

greatly depends on the promotion of co-operation within the 

United Nations system in respect of these issues as well 

as the co-operation between member States. Attention should 

likewise be devoted to the increased recruitment of young 

peoples under thirty for the work in the United Nations. 

The Ad hoc consultative group on youth, 

submitting its final report to the Secretary General in 

July 1975, made, inter alia, a very useful recommendation 

which can contribute to more effective communication between 

the United Nations and youth organizations and which reads 

as follows: 

"····· to draw up a register of all national 

youth organizations concerned to whom information would be 

communicated on the work of the forum (GIM) and which would 

have the right to attend its meetings". 

The establishment of national correspondents 

for youth questions in each interested country may be 

viewed in the light of this recommendation and could be 

very nseful. 
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Resolutions 32/134 and 32/135 constitute a 

part of the over-all efforts for the promotion of channels 

of communication between the United Nations and youth and 

·youth organizations. The proclamation of the international 

youth year would certainly be important for the process of 

mutual acquaintence and create a platform for the exchange 

of experience and views on numerous issues related to the 

work of the United Nations, channels of communication, etc. 

It would furthermore point to the great concern of young 

people for the pressing problems of today, as well as their 

keen interest in taking active part in the search of solutions 

to these problems, and in taking, possibly, new initiatives. 


