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The Government of Israel cateqoricallv rejects recent Arab alleqations that 

the closure of the Hospice hospital, located in the Old Citv of Jerusalem, is the 

result of a political decision. 

After a thoLouqh examination of all medical facilities in Israel, the Ministry 
of iiealth decided for purely medical reasons that the hospital in the Hospice 
huildinq should he closed. 

These reasons were twofold: 

1. The medical equipment in the hospital is out-of-date, resultinq in 
inadequate medical care. Recentlv two women died in the maternity ward 
because of poor medical treatment. 

2. The structure of the huildinq does not allow room for a suitable 
elevator. Patients are carried to and from the operatinq room hv 
hand-held stretchers. 

The decision to close the Hospice hospital is in line with the policy of the 

Ministry of Health of closinq small hospitals and hospitals with one cateqorv Of 
patient (such as women) anvwhere in the country. Thus the Misqav Ladach hospital 
in Jerusalem and other small maternity hospitals in Israel will also he shut down. 

The residents of the Old City who received medical attention at the Hospice 
will now receive medical care at the Sheikh Jarrah Health Center and at Jerusalem's 
other hospitals, with health insurance arranqed hv the Ministry of Health. 
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A first-aid station will continue to operate at the Ho~picc huildinq and the 
doctors and qualified st.aff of the hospice will he offrred alternate emplOVmento 

Recent asffettkma that the closure of the Hospice will deprive the residents 
of the Old Citv of proper medical care are thQrQforQ totally unfounded. In fact, 
the number Of mother-and-child health care stations in the Arab section nf 
Jerusalem and in villaqea within the citv 1 imitQ has heen steadilv risincr in recent 
vears. Wide-ranqinq medical supervision has also heen instituted in Arah schools. 
Municipal assistance has heen extended to Red Crescent stations in the citv. ThQQQ 
services, abnq with health insurance and hospitalisation, enable Arah residents of 
Jerusalem to receive medical caie on a par with that of the rest of Israel (and, 
incidentallv, far superior to that found elsewhere in the Middle East). 

I have the honour to request that this letter he circulatQd as an official 
document of the General Assemhlv, under iten 3R of the provisional aqenda, and of 
the Securitv Council. 

(Sioned) RQnjamin NETANYARU 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 


