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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 10.55 a.m. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

1. After a b r i e f exchange of views, the CHAIRMAN said i t had been agreed that night 
meetings would be held as and when necessary. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANÏ PART OF 
THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND 
TERRITORIES (agenda item 12) (continued) (E/CN.4/1985/2, 7/Rev.l, 9 and Add.l, 
E/CN.4/1985/17, 18, 19, 2 0 , 21, 54 , 57, 58 and 60; B/CN.4/1985/NGO/4, 8 , 15, 14, 
15, 2 0 , 21, 25 , 2 8 , 2 9 , 34, 36, 38, 4 4 , 50 and 52; E/CN.4/1985/L.12/Rev.l and L . 5 0 ; 
A/39/635 and 636) 

2 . Mr. HERNDL (Assistant Secretary-General f o r Human Rights), introducing agenda 
item 12, s a i d that most of the items on the Commission's agenda concerned i t s 
endeavours to study and understand issues a f f e c t i n g the r e a l i z a t i o n and promotion of 
human r i g h t s , to d r a f t norms and to promote t h e i r implementation through i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
co-operation. Item 12, however, involved the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's reaction to 
non-observance of human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms, which had, unfortunately 
become a l l too frequent i n the modern world. It was imperative that v i o l a t i o n s should 
be dealt with i n a prompt and adequate manner since the continuation of serious 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s not only entailed much human s u f f e r i n g but also appeared 
to engage the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Commission as the main United Nations body 
responsible for the promotion and protection of human r i g h t s . 

3 . In his introductory statement at the 1st meeting of the current session, he had 
asked three questions. One concerned the issue whether there were measures and 
methods to combat gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , and the answer was that the 
Commission had pioneered new e f f o r t s i n that domain. The second question concerned 
the speed of response to si t u a t i o n s of gross v i o l a t i o n s , and the conclusion was that 
adequate and e f f e c t i v e protection required that the response to emerging or actual 
problems should be s w i f t . The t h i r d question was whether there existed s i t u a t i o n s 
of v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s which were not addressed by the United Nations; he had 
expressed the view that the Commission might need to ask i t s e l f how the methods of 
se l e c t i o n could be improved and made more e f f e c t i v e . 

4 . The General Assembly had repeatedly stressed that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
should accord or continue to accord p r i o r i t y to the search f o r solutions to maes and 
flag r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . In i t s r e s o l u t i o n 34/175» the Assembly had 
s p e c i f i c a l l y urged the Commission to take timely and e f f e c t i v e action i n e x i s t i n g 
and future cases of mass and flagran t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . In res o l u t i o n 37/200, 
the Assembly had requested the Commission to continue i t s e f f o r t s to improve the 
capacity of the United Nations system to take urgent action i n cases of serious 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , and at i t s t h i r t y - n i n t h session, the Assembly had again 
referred to the d i s p a r i t y between the established norms and p r i n c i p l e s and the actual 
s i t u a t i o n of human ri g h t s and fundamental freedoms. In i t s r e s o l u t i o n 39/145» the 
Assembly had expressed concern at that s i t u a t i o n and had urged a l l States to co-operate 
with the Commission i n the promotion and protection of human r i g h t s . 
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5 . In c o n s i d e r i n g agenda item 12, the Commission had i n p r a c t i c e d e a l t with 
country s i t u a t i o n s as w e l l as thematic i s s u e s . A l l the p e r t i n e n t documentation 
was l i s t e d i n the annotations to the agenda (E/CN .4/1985/1/Add.l, pp.12-16). 

6. The CHAIRMAN i n v i t e d Viscount C o l v i l l e of C u l r o s s , S p e c i a l Rapporteur, to 
introduce the r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n o f human r i g h t s i n Guatemala (E/CN .4/1985/I9)• 

7. Viscount COLVILLE of CULROSS ( S p e c i a l Rapporteur), i n t r o d u c i n g the r e p o r t 
(E/CN.4/1985/19), s a i d that i t brought up to date the i n t e r i m r e p o r t (A/39/635) , 
he had submitted a t the t h i r t y - n i n t h s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. I t contained 
a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n a r i s i n g from h i s second v i s i t to Guatemala i n January 1985, 
which had enabled him to keep abreast of recent developments and to o b t a i n 
i n f o r m a t i o n on a number of p r e v i o u s l y unanswered questions. 

8 . As i n d i c a t e d i n paragraph 17 of the r e p o r t , he had discussed methodology with 
the United Opposition (Representación U n i t a r i a de l a Oposición Guatemalteca), 
whose requests and suggestions would r e c e i v e c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n . The Opposition 
had suggested t h a t he should not request m i l i t a r y or governmental a s s i s t a n c e , 
except i n the case of o f f i c i a l v i s i t s ; t hat p r o p o s a l , although made i n the 
i n t e r e s t s of i m p a r t i a l i t y , d i d not seem p r a c t i c a b l e . He could c i r c u l a t e copies 
of the Opposition's views and would welcome any advice from members of the 
Commission. 

9- He had contacted Guatemalan refugees i n Mexico, Honduras and B e l i z e , but 
s i n c e those refugees were now the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of UNHCR, he would i n f u t u r e 
concentrate on developments w i t h i n Guatemala i f h i s mandate was renewed. 

10. An e l e c t i o n time-table had been issued i n an o f f i c i a l Guatemalan communiqué 
dated 22 February 1985. The N a t i o n a l C o n s t i t u e n t Assembly was to complete the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n and E l e c t o r a l Law by the end of May 1985; f i v e day3 a f t e r those laws 
had come i n t o f o r c e , e l e c t i o n s were to be announced. P r e s i d e n t i a l , congressional 
and municipal e l e c t i o n s were to be h e l d on 27 October 1985, with a second round on 
24 November 1985 i f necessary. Congress and the municipal c o u n c i l s were to take 
o f f i c e on 15 December 19&5; the assumption o f o f f i c e by the President and the 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , scheduled f o r 14 January 1986, would complete the r e t u r n to 
c i v i l i a n government. The S o c i a l Democratic Party had declared i t s i n t e n t i o n of 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the e l e c t i o n s , which would s i g n i f i c a n t l y widen the p o l i t i c a l 
spectrum. 

11. However, there was no s i g n of an end to g u e r r i l l a a t t a c k s and acts of 
i n d i v i d u a l v i o l e n c e by such groups as the Guatemalan N a t i o n a l Revolutionary 
Union (URNG), the Rebel Armed Forces (FAR), the G u e r r i l l a Army of the Poor (EGP), 
and the Organización Revolucionaria d e l Pueblo en Armas (ORPA). Murders and 
abductions had been reported i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y of Patzun, Chimaltenango, only 
50 kilometres west of the c a p i t a l . The Government's d e t a i l e d e x p l a n a t i o n had 
a t t r i b u t e d the i n c i d e n t to a g u e r r i l l a group, although other o r g a n i z a t i o n s had 
blamed the army. The i n e f f i c i e n c y of the c r i m i n a l court system, described i n 
paragraphs 110-115 of the r e p o r t , had undoubtedly c o n t r i b u t e d to the problem of 
v i o l e n c e , despite some recent s u c c e s s f u l p r o s e c u t i o n s . The number of accused 
who were not even brought to t r i a l gave cause f o r s e r i o u s concern. 

12. He expressed h i s g r a t i t u d e f o r the co-operation of the Centre f o r Human Rights 
and the Governments of the c o u n t r i e s he had v i s i t e d . His report was a 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l one, and h i s methods and views were not u n i v e r s a l l y accepted. He 
Was s o l e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the contents of the i n t e r i m r e p o r t A/39/635 and the 
r e p o r t c u r r e n t l y under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and would welcome the views and guidance of 
the Commission. 
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13. Mr. PUTZEYS-ALVAREZ (Observer f o r Guatemala), r e f e r r i n g to the re p o r t 
introduced by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1985/19), s a i d t h a t the fundamental 
importance of human r i g h t s f o r the i n d i v i d u a l and s o c i e t y as a whole should not be 
overshadowed by a b s t r a c t i s s u e s : i t was e s s e n t i a l to approach human r i g h t s 
problems i n a p o s i t i v e way, with the aim of implementing and guaranteeing human 
r i g h t s i n every country o f the world. The cause o f human r i g h t s should not be 
misused i n order to serve other i n t e r e s t s and promote c e r t a i n p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s . 
I t was c r i m i n a l to sow d i s s e n s i o n among peoples and t r y to j u s t i f y p o l i c i e s of 
v i o l e n c e . The cause o f human r i g h t s should not be used to j u s t i f y attempts to 
overthrow Governments, support f r a t r i c i d a l armed c o n f l i c t s and b r i n g about the 
subjugation o f a people. A l l persons, without d i s t i n c t i o n or preference, were 
endowed with human d i g n i t y : i t was i n a d m i s s i b l e that the i n e v i t a b l e d i f f e r e n c e s 
between peoples should lead to c o n f l i c t or aggression. 

14. A c t i v i s t human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s could achieve p o s i t i v e changes and 
improvements i n human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n s , but a l l too o f t e n they were used i n the 
s t r u g g l e f o r power and i n f l u e n c e by v i o l e n t r a d i c a l groups. The p r e s t i g e of such 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u f f e r e d as a r e s u l t , d e s p i t e t h e i r good i n t e n t i o n s . B l i n d 
acceptance of the l i e s f a b r i c a t e d by propaganda campaigns could only c o n t r i b u t e to 
the abuse of human r i g h t s . Sadly, i n s t e a d o f l e n d i n g t h e i r support to 
improvements i n human r i g h t s , they were h e l p i n g to maintain human degradation and 
v i o l e n c e and condoning a t t a c k s on l i f e , s e c u r i t y , property, employment and peace, 
r i g h t s which a l l human beings enjoyed. M i l i t a n t groups were the r e a l enemies of 
those genuinely f i g h t i n g f o r human r i g h t s . 

15. The Commission should, above a l l , be i m p a r t i a l , drawing i t s conclusions from 
o b j e c t i v e and su b s t a n t i a t e d f a c t s , and maintaining balance i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n s . 
I t was d i s t r e s s i n g that members of the Commission should take up an i s s u e with 
t h e i r minds already made up, before the issu e had been thoroughly analysed. In an 
important matter such as the study of the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n a country l i k e 
Guatemala, which was under at t a c k and subjected to an orc h e s t r a t e d barrage of 
c r i t i c i s m , one could at l e a s t hope that those who were empowered to c a r r y out an 
a n a l y s i s w i t h i n the Commission would not confine themselves to p a r r o t i n g t h e i r 
Governments' i n s t r u c t i o n s but would e n l i g h t e n those Governments through t h e i r 
judgement and promote, o b j e c t i v i t y , i m p a r t i a l i t y and commitment to the cause of 
human r i g h t s . 

16. The S p e c i a l Rapporteur's re p o r t on Guatemala comprised an a n a l y s i s o f the 
s i t u a t i o n , i n accordance with the mandatory procedure, but i t a l s o contained some 
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s . The Guatemalan delegation had been s u r p r i s e d by the way i n 
which the a l l e g a t i o n s brought to the a t t e n t i o n of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had been 
checked. I t was i n a d m i s s i b l e t h a t , a f t e r e s t a b l i s h i n g p e r s o n a l l y that the 
a l l e g a t i o n s were f a l s e , the S p e c i a l Rapporteur should not have made a d e t a i l e d and 
pr e c i s e statement about the i n a c c u r a c i e s i n h i s s o - c a l l e d c o n c l u s i o n s , and that 
various a l l e g a t i o n s which he had been unable to check (not through any lack of 
co-operation by the Guatemalan Government) had been presented as "human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s " . The a l l e g a t i o n s should not have been accepted unless they had been 
checked. S i m i l a r l y , i t was i n a d m i s s i b l e t h a t , although the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had 
confirmed t h a t there had been s u b s t a n t i a l improvements i n human r i g h t s i n 
Guatemala, he had not e x p l i c i t l y recognized those improvements i n h i s c o n c l u s i o n s . 
Did not such an omission prove that the p r e v a i l i n g s p i r i t was one of condemnation 
and c a s t i g a t i o n o f f e n s i v e to a country which had opted f o r democracy and the 
achievement o f an honest improvement i n the area of human r i g h t s ? How could h i s 
delegation accept the f a c t t h a t , although the rep o r t had s t a t e d t h a t freedom of 
expression and freedom of the press and r e l i g i o n could not be questioned i n 
Guatemala, that b a s i c r e a l i t y had not been acknowledged i n the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's 
conclusions? 
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17. What the S p e c i a l Rapporteur stated i n paragraph 256 (c) of h i s report concerning 
"violence and disappearances" was completely at variance w i t h what he p e r s o n a l l y 
had found on the soot. Should he not have mentioned a l l the persons r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
the v i o l e n c e , r a t h e r than use the vague and ambiguous phrase "whoever may be 
res p o n s i b l e " ? Had not the present and previous reports r e f e r r e d to co e r c i o n , 
v i o l e n c e and other i l l e g a l acts by the g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s and t e r r o r i s m , i n c l u d i n g 
murders, kidnappings and i n t i m i d a t i o n ? Why had those v i o l e n t acts not been mentioned 
i n h i s c o n c l u s i o n s , and why vas -there no recommendation that those crimes against 
the person and against human r i g h t s should be terminated? Why had the re p o r t s 
s t a t e d , i n paragraph 256 (e) that "urgent c o n s i d e r a t i o n should be given to improving 
the working of the c r i m i n a l c o u r t s " , whereas i t had e a r l i e r been stated that 
those who had broken the law, i n c l u d i n g members of the governmental f o r c e s , had been 
brought to t r i a l ? H i s d e l e g a t i o n a l s o took exception to paragraph 256 ( f ) , which 
stated that "the development programme should r e c e i v e every encouragement", but then 
went on ambiguously to suggest that the people might not have freedom to choose 
whether o r not they wanted to l i v e i n development centres and that the wishes of 
the community might not be f u l l y taken i n t o account. 

18. H i s d e l e g a t i o n wished to make i t s p o s i t i o n a b s o l u t e l y c l e a r concerning the 
d e s c r i p t i o n of persons who had emigrated from Guatemala as "refugees". I t was 
d i f f i c u l t to understand how that term could be a p p l i e d to persons who had f l e d 
v i o l e n c e perpetrated by f a c t i o n s a t t a c k i n g a people's s t r u g g l e to r e t u r n to 
normality. In any event, i t was c l e a r that the United Nations was u s i n g a p a r a l l e l 
procedure i n d e a l i n g w i t h those persons, through both the Commission and UNHCR, 

19. His d e l e g a t i o n a l s o wished to make i t c l e a r that i t s serious r e s e r v a t i o n s 
concerning the report d i d not i n any way imply a c r i t i c i s m of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur 
pe r s o n a l l y . I t s sole concern was to remedy some of the obvious gaps, i n order to 
make a p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the work of the Commission. 

20. The term "concentration camps" had been misused i n r e f e r r i n g to the development 
cent r e s , which contained n e i t h e r p h y s i c a l nor i d e o l o g i c a l barbed wire to prevent 
people from e n t e r i n g and l e a v i n g as they pleased. I f such a term could be used 
to describe a n a t i o n a l e f f o r t to create schools, provide d r i n k i n g water, e s t a b l i s h 
churches, promote production, construct highways and g e n e r a l l y improve the 
economy not o n l y of the r e s i d e n t s of those centres but of the n a t i o n as a whole, 
then i t might be asked what c r i t e r i o n was bein g used to judge that e f f o r t . 
S i m i l a r l y , how could the " c i v i c a c t i o n p a t r o l s " be seen as an instrument o f 
aggression when they were no more than a d e c i s i o n o f the people themselves to 
organize themselves i n self-defence and to protect t h e i r r i g h t to a peaceful 
l i f e ? Guatemalans were t i r e d of being given p a t e r n a l i s t i c l essons. When would 
f o r e i g n i n t e r e s t s leave Guatemala i n peace and respect i t s r i g h t to s e l f -
determination? 

21. Guatemala was making e f f o r t s to move towards democracy. An e l e c t o r a l process 
had been i n i t i a t e d , w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f 17 p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s ; i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
the S o c i a l Democratic P a r t y was r e t u r n i n g to p o l i t i c a l l i f e . Persons outside the 
country had been i n v i t e d to r e t u r n i n order to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the e l e c t i o n s . The 
n a t i o n a l Constituent Assembly was examining the b a s i c i s s u e s which would r e s t o r e 
a true democratic order to the country. The Government would come to be exerc i s e d 
by c i v i l i a n s e l e c t e d by the people. Furthermore, Guatemala had i n v i t e d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l , to v i s i t the country 
i n order to observe i t s democratic e f f o r t s at f i r s t hand. 
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2 2 . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n the area of human r i g h t s , no country, people o r r e g i o n was 
completely blameless. However, when proven paths o f reaching a democracy e x i s t e d , 
there could be no j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r i n v o k i n g v i o l e n c e as the o n l y p o s s i b l e 
expedient. There could be even l e s s j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r u s i n g a s i m p l i s t i c philosophy 
to i n v o l v e a body such as the Commission i n matters x<rhich were not w i t h i n i t s 
competence. 

2 3 . Mr. SUCRE FIGARELLA (Venezuela) s a i d that events i n E l Salvador d u r i n g recent 
years had r i g h t l y been o f c o n c e r n to the Commission and to the world. Human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s everywhere were a matter f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, which had a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to appraise them o b j e c t i v e l y and d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y , eschewing p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r e s t s . 

2 4 . The various General Assembly and Commission r e s o l u t i o n s on E l Salvador had 
r e f l e c t e d the climate of c i v i l c o n f l i c t i n that country. However, the b a s i s o f 
some views expressed had been i d e o l o g i c a l r a t h e r than f a c t u a l . The 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur's l a t e s t r e p o r t (Е/СЕГ.4/1985/18) was based on con s i d e r a t i o n s 
which a number of d e l e g a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g those o f Costa R i c a and Venezuela, deemed 
f a i r . The s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador had c l e a r l y improved, l a r g e l y because, as the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur had acknowledged, the Government had followed h i s recommendations. 
The "death squads" had been brought under c o n t r o l , the j u d i c i a l system's f u n c t i o n s 
had been reformed, and there were fewer a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t s and disappearances. 
Although the s i t u a t i o n was i n many respects s t i l l s e r i o u s , i t was c l e a r l y the 
Government's p o l i c y to create a climate of genuine democracy based on respect f o r 
human r i g h t s . Moreover, as the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's re p o r t showed, the p r o v i s i o n s 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l conventions were b e i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y observed i n the c o n f l i c t , thus 
improving the chances f o r a peaceful settlement of the socio-economic problems which 
had d i v i d e d the country and f o r the process of p o l i t i c a l n e g o t i a t i o n , as r e f l e c t e d 
i n the c o n t i n u i n g dialogue between the Government and m i n o r i t y sectors o f the 
insurgent o p p o s i t i o n . 

2 5 . The c h i e f concern must be to ensure the progress of human r i g h t s by means of 
c o n s t r u c t i v e p o l i c i e s aimed at ending the c o n f l i c t and the exer c i s e of democratic 
procedures based on m a j o r i t y o p i n i o n , voiced i n f r e e e l e c t i o n s acceptable to the 
Salva d o r i a n people and the world. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, as w e l l as bein g 
c r i t i c a l o f shortcomings, should also acknowledge the progress made i n E l Salvador, 
r e c o g n i z i n g that events depended to some extent on moves towards peace throughout 
the r e g i o n and the success o f the Contadora process, which sought the co n c l u s i o n 
of a peace t r e a t y , 

2 6 . Although extremists of l e f t and r i g h t had no wish to see the vi o l e n c e i n 
E l Salvador replaced by democracy, the m a j o r i t y o f c i t i z e n s were anxious f o r peace 
and the exer c i s e of the people's sovereignty through a democratic system i n v o l v i n g 
a l l p o l i t i c a l groups, w i t h agreement on a programme of s o c i a l and economic reforms 
and respect f o r the law. As the re p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights had sa i d when addressing the Commission, i n L a t i n America human r i g h t s 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e democracy were c l o s e l y l i n k e d . World o p i n i o n , i n c l u d i n g s e c t o r s 
s i n c e r e l y c r i t i c a l of e a r l i e r events i n E l Salvador, was i n c r e a s i n g l y sympathetic 
to the approach adopted by that country's Government as an a l t e r n a t i v e to extremism. 
Venezuela, f o r i t s part, advocated no p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l d o c t r i n e f o r E l Salvador 
but simply sought the establishment there o f democracy and respect f o r human r i g h t s 
i n place o f the use of force and the maintenance of p r i v i l e g e f o r a few. Venezuela's 
stance was unfluenced s o l e l y by the wishes of the Salv a d o r i a n people, who were 
s t r u g g l i n g to overcome the i n j u s t i c e and misrule of the past and to e s t a b l i s h 
democracy. 
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2 7 . I t was to be: hoped that the Salvadorian Government could complete the j u d i c i a l 
reforms already i n i t i a t e d and e s t a b l i s h genuine dialogue as a basis f o r n a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e . The Farabundo M a r t i Front g u e r r i l l a s should recognize that the way 
was open to p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n and reform. Although human r i g h t s were f u l l y respected 
i n Venezuela, h i s country too had undergone years of s t r i f e s i m i l a r to that i n 
E l Salvador, but i t had subsequently e s t a b l i s h e d democratic r u l e on the basis of 
u n i v e r s a l suffrage which had e s t a b l i s h e d a Government enjoying popular support. 

28. His d e l e g a t i o n and that of Costa R i c a , f o l l o w i n g c o n s u l t a t i o n s with those o f 
Mexico and Spain, had submitted a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n (E/CN . 4/l985/L.12/Rev.l) which 
recognized the progress of events i n E l Salvador, the d e s i r e to end armed c o n f l i c t 
i n that country, the establishment of democratic r u l e and the f u l l e x e r c i s e of 
human, r i g h t s . The sponsors hoped t h a t adoption, of that t e x t would f u r t h e r the 
Contadora process and promote genuine dialogue i n place of s t e r i l e c o n f l i c t . 

2 9 . Mr. RO PEREZ ( C h r i s t i a n Democratic I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) r e i t e r a t e d h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s 
view that the documents before the Commission on the s i t u a t i o n i n Poland should 
i n c l u d e the ILO r e p o r t dated 25 June 1984 (NGB 2 2 7 / 3 / 6 ) , which drew attention, to 
breaches of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s , 
which Poland had r a t i f i e d . The r e p o r t contained i n document E/CN.4/1984/26 was very 
general i n character, since the P o l i s h Government had not r e p l i e d to the questionnaire 
r e l a t i n g to a l l e g e d human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . Moreover, the Under-Secretary-General's 
v i s i t to Poland had been l i m i t e d to t a l k s with members of the Government, parliament, 
the pro-Government a l l i a n c e , and the new, unrepresentative trade unions, as w e l l as 
a few Church l e a d e r s . In the circumstances, the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's mandate should 
be extended, so as to enable him to produce a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t on the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Poland. 

3 0 . b e l l o w i n g the murder of Father P o p i e l u s z k o , which had shocked the world, h i s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had w r i t t e n to the D i r e c t o r of the Centre f o r Human Rights r e q u e s t i n g 
that the P o l i s h Government should be urged, to c l a r i f y the circumstances surrounding 
i t . Observers at the subsequent t r i a l at Torun had expressed doubts about the 
court's i m p a r t i a l i t y ; the P o l i s h Government should be cautioned against attempts to 
i n f l u e n c e the c o u r t s . The most s u r p r i s i n g r e v e l a t i o n of the t r i a l , however, had been 
the evidence i t had produced of the scorn f o r t h e i r compatriots emanating from the 
s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s of an avowed people's r e p u b l i c . Their scorn extended to a r e l i g i o n 
p r a c t i s e d by 95 per cent of the p o p u l a t i o n ; s e c u r i t y o f f i c e r s were taught t e r r o r i s m 
and disregard f o r basic freedoms during t h e i r t r a i n i n g . 

3 1 . In February and March 1 9 8 4 . s i x persons, whose names he gave, had been 
abducted i n the c i t y of Torun and detained f o r a number of days i n some cases; 
some had been handcuffed, t i e d to t r e e s , beaten and threatened w i t h death, probably 
by p o l i c e o f f i c i a l s . Attempts to i n s t i t u t e proceedings had been quashed by the 
Prosecutor's O f f i c e . The Commission was urged to request the Government of the 
P o l i s h People's Republic to provide i n f o r m a t i o n about the i n c i d e n t . 

3 2 . The r i g h t to popular p a r t i c i p a t i o n had been d e a l t a blow i n Poland by the 
d i s s o l u t i o n of the independent trade union " S o l i d a r i t y " . That c o n s t i t u t e d a 
v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s as w e l l as a d i s i n c e n t i v e to work, which was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
serious at a time of economic c r i s i s . 
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33* Por a number of y e a r s , C h r i s t i a n Democrats i n Western co u n t r i e s had maintained 
d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s w i t h the P o l i s h C a t h o l i c S o c i a l Union, and conferences had been 
hel d a l t e r n a t e l y i n Poland and Western Europe at i n t e r v a l s o f two o r three years, 
the l a s t one i n Poland having taken place i n 1981. However, the P o l i s h a u t h o r i t i e s 
had refused passports to members o f the P o l i s h o r g a n i s a t i o n who had wished to attend 
the conference i n I t a l y i n January 1985. Moreover, c o n t r o l of the P o l i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n 
had been usurped by government nominees. Such acts v i o l a t e d the p r o v i s i o n s o f the 
F i n a l Act of the Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe and of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants, which Poland had r a t i f i e d . Although he appreciated Poland's 
problems, having l i v e d i n that country f o r two years, he f e l t bound to speak out 
on behalf of h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n against the human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s t a k i n g place there -
as he would against such v i o l a t i o n s anywhere. 

34. Parliamentary e l e c t i o n s were to be held i n Poland during J u l y 1985» under a new 
e l e c t o r a l law which would enable independent candidates to stand f o r o f f i c e . Such 
an event would be at l e a s t a f i r s t step towards compliance w i t h the Y a l t a agreements, 
which i n t e r a l i a had recognized the r i g h t of a l l peoples to choose the form of 
government under which they wished to l i v e and had c a l l e d f o r the h o l d i n g , as soon 
as p o s s i b l e , of f r e e e l e c t i o n s based on u n i v e r s a l s u f f r a g e and s e c r e t b a l l o t . Such 
a c t i o n s t i l l remained to be taken i n Poland a f t e r a lapse o f 40 years. 

35. Mr. KOOIJMANS (Netherlands) s a i d that i n 1977, 1978 and 1984, the Commission 
had attempted to r e s o l v e the discrepancy between the p u b l i c and c o n f i d e n t i a l 
procedures a v a i l a b l e f o r examining a l l e g a t i o n s o f human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . In 1984, 
a number o f delegations had asserted that i t should r e f r a i n from adopting p u b l i c 
r e s o l u t i o n s on s i t u a t i o n s a lready being d e a l t with under the c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure, 
but the m a j o r i t y had seen no impediment to i t s doing so. 

36. A s i m i l a r question had a r i s e n i n respect of Uganda i n 1977, but the m a j o r i t y 
o f delegations had then opposed undertaking a p u b l i c i n q u i r y because the s i t u a t i o n 
was already being considered under the c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure. The complexity of 
the problem was f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t e d by the f a c t that one d e l e g a t i o n which had 
v i g o r o u s l y argued against p u b l i c a c t i o n had co-operated two years e a r l i e r i n the 
establishment of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the S i t u a t i o n o f Human Rights i n C h i l e 
even' though C h i l e , l i k e Uganda, was being considered under the c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure. 
The Commission had been unable to r e s o l v e the d i f f e r e n c e of o p i n i o n and had agreed 
that the Secretary-General should s o l i c i t the comments of Member States on the 
su b j e c t , w i t h a view to determining how procedural d i f f i c u l t i e s could be avoided. 
Those comments, i n c l u d i n g those of h i s Government, had been published i n 1978 i n 
document E/CN.4/1273 and the addenda t h e r e t o . 

37. His Government had not changed i t s o p i n i o n since 1978. The Commission's 
o r i g i n a l terms of reference c l e a r l y provided that i t could submit r e p o r t s , 
recommendations and proposals on any matter r e l a t i n g to human r i g h t s . In the 
mid-1960s, i t s work had been more s p e c i f i c a l l y focused on human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
which, i n response to requests from the Economic and S o c i a l C ouncil and the 
General Assembly, i t had decided to consider a n n u a l l y . 

38. When i t performed those f u n c t i o n s , i t could draw upon i n f o r m a t i o n from a l l 
a v a i l a b l e sources, i n c l u d i n g other United Nations bodies and Member S t a t e s . A 
s p e c i a l problem arose i n respect of i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d from p r i v a t e sources: 
i n I967 , the C o u n c i l had authorized the Commission to examine such i n f o r m a t i o n and 
had r e i n f o r c e d that a u t h o r i z a t i o n i n r e s o l u t i o n 1503 ( X L V I I l ) of 1970. Those 
d i r e c t i v e s had been intended to enlarge the Commission's sphere o f a c t i o n , and not 
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to r e s t r i c t i t s competence to deal with human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s wherever they occurred. 
Paragraph 8 of r e s o l u t i o n 1503 r e q u i r e d that members of the Commission and the 
Sub-Commission should not r e f e r p u b l i c l y to communications d e a l t w i t h , views 
expressed or d e c i s i o n s taken under the c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure u n t i l the Commission 
had decided to malee a recommendation to the C o u n c i l . That d i d not, however, preclude 
members from d i s c u s s i n g i n p u b l i c s e s s i o n s , on the ba s i s o f information other than 
communications rece i v e d from p r i v a t e sources, p a r t i c u l a r problems r e l a t i n g to 
human r i g h t s i n a s p e c i f i c country. Any other i n t e r p r e t a t i o n would unacceptably 
c u r t a i l the Commission's and Sub-Commission's competence. By way o f i l l u s t r a t i o n , 
he r e c a l l e d that a t the Commission's f o r t i e t h s e s s i o n , i t had had before i t a d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n on the s t a t e o f siege i n Paraguay. The existence of that s t a t e of siege 
had teen common knowledge and the Commission had been e n t i r e l y j u s t i f i e d i n adopting 
a r e s o l u t i o n on that aspect o f the s i t u a t i o n , notwithstanding the c o n f i d e n t i a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f p r i v a t e communications r e l a t i n g to the same country. 

39. The c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure enabled the Commission to make use of the informat i o n 
contained i n the thousands of communications r e c e i v e d from p r i v a t e sources and to 
discuss c e r t a i n human r i g h t s problems with the Governments concerned i n a frank 
and serious atmosphere i n closed s e s s i o n . His delegation could not accept the view 
t h a t , as soon as problems i n v o l v i n g a s p e c i f i c country had been d e a l t w i t h under the 
c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure, the Commission was no longer competent to deal w i t h problems 
r e l a t i n g to the same country on the basis o f other i n f o r m a t i o n ; that would mean 
tha t , instead o f widening the Commission's sphere o f a c t i o n , the c o n f i d e n t i a l 
procedure served o n l y to s h i e l d p o s s i b l e human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s from p u b l i c 
s c r u t i n y . 

40. Mr. SOFINSKY (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said that the Salv a d o r i a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s and t h e i r "death squads" were engaging i n acts o f t e r r o r with i n c r e a s i n g 
frequency. Murderers t r a i n e d by f o r e i g n advisers had unleashed bloody r e p r i s a l s 
on peasants i n a v i l l a g e only 40 kil o m e t r e s from the c a p i t a l ; i n another v i l l a g e , 
they had machine-gunned n e a r l y 400 peasants, i n c l u d i n g women and c h i l d r e n ; i n 
June 1984, m i l i t a r y u n i t s had k i l l e d n e a r l y 70 r e s i d e n t s of a number of small v i l l a g e s ; 
on 30 August, s o l d i e r s had shot a l a r g e group of unarmed people who, according to 
eyewitnesses, had c l e a r l y been subjected to t o r t u r e . 

4L Over the past few years n e a r l y 45,000 r e s i d e n t s of a country w i t h a popu l a t i o n 
of 4.5 m i l l i o n had been k i l l e d , many thousands had been forced to leave E l Salvador 
and there were 5,400 p o l i t i c a l detainees. Over h a l f a m i l l i o n orphaned c h i l d r e n 
had been l e f t without s h e l t e r ; hungry bands of those waifs were a p i t i f u l s i g h t i n 
the s t r e e t s of San Salvador. A C a t h o l i c p r i e s t had reported having witnessed the 
de a l t h of a 13-year o l d g i r l who, a f t e r seeing brutes i n m i l i t a r y uniform subject 
her parents to inhuman t o r t u r e , had s u f f e r e d a nervous breakdown. Doctors had 
discovered s i m i l a r symptoms i n the m a j o r i t y of c h i l d r e n anC. adolescents who had been 
l e f t to roam the s t r e e t s . 

42, The Salvadorian a u t h o r i t i e s were apparently preparing to implement " P r o j e c t 1000" 
which, according to a correspondent of the Los Angeles Times, was a p l a n to r e s e t t l e 
the r e s i d e n t s o f r u r a l areas i n r e s e r v a t i o n s In order to i s o l a t e insurgents and 
f a c i l i t a t e the r e p r e s s i o n of p a r t i s a n s by murderers i n the s e r v i c e of the Government. 
Under the p r o j e c t " s t r a t e g i c v i l l a g e s " s i m i l a r to those once used i n V i e t Nam would 
be e s t a b l i s h e d . 
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43» Some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were making every e f f o r t to represent the Duarte régime 
as "democratic", but the fa,cts argued otherwise. Recent i n f o r m a t i o n a t t e s t e d to 
the broad range o f v i g i l a n t e operations d i r e c t e d by the Duarte régime against 
p a t r i o t s and innocent c i v i l i a n s under the pretext of combating' the p a r t i s a n s . A 
number o f b a t t a l i o n s and brigades well-known f o r t h e i r c r u e l t y , which had been 
t r a i n e d by f o r e i g n a d v i s e r s , took part i n those o p e r a t i o n s , t e r r o r i z i n g c i t i z e n s 
and a t t a c k i n g v i l l a g e s and tra n s p o r t networks. The a c t i v i t i e s of the "death 
squads'' had simultaneously been stepped up. 

44» Those a c t i o n s revealed t h a t the Duarte régime favoured a m i l i t a r y s o l u t i o n 
to the Salvadorian problem and c o n t r a d i c t e d i t s assurances that i t sought a 
p o l i t i c a l settlement through dialogue. I t s g u i l t f o r the crimes which were being 
committed against the Salvadorian people was g r e a t , but those who sought by a l l 
means to r e t a i n that and other C e n t r a l American c o u n t r i e s as t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
v a s s a l s and sources of raw m a t e r i a l s a l s o bore a heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

45* The people of Guatemala had l i k e w i s e seen no change f o r the b e t t e r i n 1984. 
According to the C h r i s t i a n Science Monitor, from January to September 
713 e x t r a j u d i c i a l executions had taken place and 506 c i t i z e n s had "disappeared". 
In other words, the re p r e s s i o n of e a r l i e r years had not abated and the Government 
was deeply i m p l i c a t e d . I n November and December 1984» over 1 ,500 c i t i z e n s had 
died o r disappeared or had been thrown i n t o p r i s o n , i.bout 1 m i l l i o n c i t i z e n s had 
f l e d to the mountains, the f o r e s t s or Mexico, whose Government had e s t a b l i s h e d 
a s p e c i a l committee to provide a s s i s t a n c e f o r the refugees. I t deserved p r a i s e 
f o r those e f f o r t s , but the r a t i o of refugees to a v a i l a b l e camps was e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 
h i g h and t h e i r l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s were dep l o r a b l e . 

4 6 . Residents o f the ea s t e r n and northerm departments o f Guatemala s u f f e r e d even 
more: a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the armed f o r c e s had declared that hundreds of r e b e l s 
had been captured i n m i l i t a r y operations t h e r e . As i t had turned out, the r e o e l s 
had been 10 women, 6 e l d e r l y persons and 32 c h i l d r e n who had been imprisoned and 
would soon be sent to a "model v i l l a g e " . Those v i l l a g e s , which were i n f a c t 
concentration camps, c u r r e n t l y housed over 500,000 Guatemalans who had been taken 
there against t h e i r w i l l on the pretext of having connections w i t h the p a r t i s a n s . 
The v i l l a g e s had been e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the sole purpose of demoralizing the 
popula t i o n and d e p r i v i n g the insu r g e n t s of support. 

47» The successive m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p s i n Guatemala, the i n f l a t e d expenditures 
on v i g i l a n t e f o r c e s and the constant inhuman acts i n which they engaged s e r i o u s l y 
damaged the economy and jeopardized the fundamental r i g h t s of the c i t i z e n s . 
F i f t y per cent o f the country's productive f o r c e s were paralysed; unemployment 
and underemployment c u r r e n t l y a f f e c t e d nearly 50 per cent o f the able-bodied 
p o p u l a t i o n ; taxes were c o n s t a n t l y r i s i n g , as were the p r i c e s o f f o o d - s t u f f s , i n 
some cases by a f a c t o r of f o u r . Expenditure on the army had r i s e n by over 
50 per cent since 1972. The number of poor f a m i l i e s had in c r e a s e d from 
63.4 per cent i n 1981 to 80 per cent i n 1985. F i f t y - t w o per cent of the urban 
and 80 per cent of the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n were s t a r v i n g . Guatemala had. the highest 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y and i l l i t e r a c y r a t e s i n L a t i n America. A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the 
country's Indian population had r e c e n t l y d e c l a r e d that the bloody d i c t a t o r s h i p was 
des t r o y i n g h i s people simply because i t was struggling f o r s o c i a l j u s t i c e . What 
was happening was nothing l e s s than genocide and the p a r t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e were not 
confined to the f o r c e s of r e a c t i o n and m i l i t a r i s m i n Guatemala i t s e l f . 
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48. One could not help but n o t i c e that the trademarks of v i g i l a n t e s i n both 
E l Salvador and Guatemala, were very much a l i k e ; e x t r a j u d i c i a l executions, enforced . 
disappearances, t o r t u r e , p o l i t i c a l d e t e n t i o n , and the c r e a t i o n of "model" or 
" s t r a t e g i c " v i l l a g e s , which were i n f a c t concentration camps. Such methods of 
re p r e s s i o n a l l came from one source, which provided the régimes w i t h a d v i s e r s , 
weapons and funds. The régimes could not remain i n power and pursue t h e i r 
r e p r e s s i o n of ba s i c r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms without the m i l i t a r y , p o l i t i c a l 
and f i n a n c i a l support generously provided from abroad. The Western press had 
reported that overt m i l i t a r y a i d to the Salvadorian régime already t o t a l l e d n e a r l y 
$2 b i l l i o n . The v i g i l a n t e f o r c e s were being t r a i n e d by over 300 f o r e i g n a d v i s e r s and 
were r e c e i v i n g both l i g h t and heavy weaponry, i n c l u d i n g tanks, armoured c a r s , 
h e l i c o p t e r s and planes. A i d a l s o flowed f r e e l y to the suppressors of freedom 
through loans and trade operations by p r i v a t e f i r m s and t o t a l l e d m i l l i o n s o f 
d o l l a r s . 

4 9 . On the b a s i s of General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 39/119 and 120, the Commission 
should condemn the gross and massive v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and the t e r r o r , 
r e p r e s s i o n , t o r t u r e and murder c a r r i e d out by the d i c t a t o r i a l régimes i n 
E l Salvador and Guatemala. I t extends the mandates of the S p e c i a l Rapporteurs, 
and develop e f f e c t i v e means of c u r t a i l i n g the inhuman p o l i c i e s and p r a c t i c e s being 
a p p l i e d i n those l o n g - s u f f e r i n g c o u n t r i e s . 

The meeting rose at 1 .03 p.m. 




