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QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART
OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES, INCLUDING:

(a) QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRUS

(agenda item 12) (continued) (E/CN.4/1990/5, 21, 22 and Corr.l and Add.l, 24,
25-27, 28 and Add.l, 51, 52, 55, 57, 60-63, 69, 70, 73, 74, 763 78 and 80;
E/CN.4/1990/NGO/1, 3, 9, 10, 15, 19, 23-27, 31, 32, 34, 35, 40, 47, 53-55, 58
60, 62, 63 and 65; A/44/526, 573, 620, 622, 635, 669 and 671)

1. Mr. SEZAKI (Japan) said that, before stating his country's views on
situations in particular countries, he wished to make some general comments on
human rights. The world had been committing itself to the principles of
liberty, democracy and respect for human rights, and those principles were
increasingly transcending old borders of nation States as the barriers between
countries became less rigid. Consequently, the question whether or not human
rights were observed was a matter of legitimate international concern. No
country, large or small, should be allowed to try to prevent its own human
rights situation from being debated by the Commission. His delegation
believed that freedom of thought, conscience, religion, opinion and speech
should be given higher priority than other human rights, since without them it
was difficult to secure other human rights. Nevertheless, special regional
backgrounds or circumstances should be taken into consideration, in
particular, the economic and social problems faced by developing countries.
Such difficulties, however, could be overcome only if the aforementioned
freedoms were scrupulously respected; attaching importance to economic
development and social stability could not, therefore, be used as an excuse
for sacrificing rights or freedoms.

2, His delegation welcomed the efforts of the Government of Chile to promote
democratization, such as the election of the President and Parliament, as
recognized in the Special Rapporteur's report. Consequently, it was satisfied
with the Commission's decision no longer to consider the human rights
situation in Chile as a separate agenda item and to place it under current
agenda item 12. However, it was regrettable that, when drawing up his report,
the Special Rapporteur had been unable to obtain direct information from the
Chilean authorities and, consequently, had been obliged to base the report
essentially on information from informal sources. His delegation was
concerned about that lack of co-operation, and sincerely hoped that the
Chilean Government would pay due attention to the conclusions and
recommendations of the report and continue its efforts to restore the
confidence of the international community in the human rights situation in -
Chile.

3. Turning to El Salvador, his delegation appreciated the extensive oral
report given by the Special Rapporteur but regretted the delay in distribution
of the report, which prevented him from making any detailed comments on the
subject. The Special Rapporteur's efforts to make his assessment as objective
and fair as possible by collating information from a variety of sources were
praiseworthy. Despite a number of encouraging elements, there were none the
less some disturbing aspects which gave cause for concern about the future
human rights situation in El Salvador. His delegation therefore hoped that
the conclusions and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur would be heeded
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by the authorities in El Salvador, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front (FMLN) and guerrilla organizations, and that, through the immediate
resumption of dialogue between them, peace and respect for human rights would
be established as rapidly as possible.

4, Although his Government was still concerned about continued allegations
of human rights violations in Cuba it appreciated the co-operation given by
the Government of Cuba to the mission to that country and, in addition, its
efforts to restore and improve various human rights. It was regrettable,
however, that the Secretary-General had not yet prepared a report on the
results of his direct contacts with the Government of Cuba in fulfilment of
the mandate given him by Commission resolution 1989/113.

5. The events in China in June 1989 had stunned the world and caused the
Japanese people deep concern, However, the decision to 1lift martial law in
Beijing in January had been a welcome move, which his delegation regarded as a
sign that the Chinese Government was striving to regain the confidence of the
international community. Japan hoped that China's policy of reform and
opening up to the outside world would remain unchanged.

6. His Government was concerned about reports of human rights violations in
Myanmar but welcomed the announcement of free and fair multi-party democratic
elections to be held on 27 May 1990. If the efforts to democratize the
country were to bear fruit and gain international recognition, however, all
political leaders should be able to participate in the elections. It was
therefore disappointing that some political leaders had been debarred from
standing in the electionms.

7. The continued armed conflict in Afghanistan, despite the complete
withdrawal of foreign troops in accordance with the Geneva agreement, was a
matter of grave concern. Human rights violations, such as detention for
political reasons, torture and mandatory conscription, were reported on both
sides. Regrettably, despite an appeal by his delegation at the previous
session of the Commission, the Afghan authorities and opposition movements had
failed to implement the recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur in
conformity with the provisions of the International Bill of Human Rights.
Another important problem concerned refugees. Hopes of a mass repatriation of
refugees following the complete withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan
had been dashed. That was prinarily due to the continued civil war, which
deterred refugees from returning home and, consequently, increased the burden
on neighbouring countries. In order to create the necessary conditions for
the free exercise of the right to self-determination, however, the return of
all refugees must be facilitated and, for that purpose, his delegation
emphasized the need to consider the interests of all parties involved. In
that respect, Japan had been co-operating actively by, for example, making a
contribution of $US 105 million through the Office of the United Nations
Co-ordinator for Afghanistan.

8. With regard to Iran, there had been numerous allegations of violations of
civil and political rights in particular, including a wave of executions,
which had been referred to in the report submitted at the forty-fifth session
by Mr. Galindo Pohl, Special Representative whose admittance by the Iranian
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Government had been long awaited. His delegation welcomed the decision by the
Iranian authorities to accept the mission of the Special Representative from
21 to 29 January 1990 but, since the report had only been made available that
day, he was unable to comment on it.

9. On the subject of Iraq, his delegation welcomed the invitation extended
to the members of the Sub-Commission by a non-governmental organization (NGO)
in Iraq and hoped that the invitation was fully backed by the Iraqi
Government. In that connection, the statement by the Iraqi representative
under agenda item 12, in which he had confirmed his Government's willingness
to assist the members' visit in every way, had been encouraging.

10. In his delegation's view, the situation in Cyprus had been studied by the
Commission for an astonishingly long time, and it regretted that the
Secretary-General's good offices had not yet brought about a tangible
solution. In the current circumstances, it supported a negotiated settlement
and hoped that the restoration and observarce of human rights for all people
would be ensured as soon as possible.

11. As to recent developments in Eastern Europe, his Government welcomed the
movement towards democracy and freedom, and hoped that human rights and
fundamental freedoms, in particular those of peaceful assembly, opinion and
expression, would be further respected and ensured through structural and
institutional reforms. It particularly hoped that developments in Romania
would bring about a drastic and steady improvement in the human rights
situation there.

12. He had three suggestions for making the Commission an even more
constructive forum. First, given that the Commission was not a court where
sentence could be pronounced on individual countries, or a forum allowing
members unilaterally to deplore or condemn particular practices, there was a
need to adopt more effective and realistic approaches in assessing the real
situation of human rights in a particular country. Secondly, to ensure the
Commission's credibility, it was essential that countries receiving a
Special Rapporteur or Special Representative should fully co-operate with
him. And thirdly, in order to avert hasty conclusions, it was vital that
reports and other documentation should be made available well in advance of
discussions.

13. Mr i ing (Phi in A ir.
14. Mr. CASTRIOTQ DE AZAMBUJA (Brazil) observed that there had been positive

developments in civil and political rights in a great number of countries
since the previous session of the Commission. One example had been the
presidential election held in Brazil in December, the first in his country for
almost a quarter of a century. In Latin America, as in the rest of the world,
the last remnants of authoritarianism and arbitrary rule were being decisively
swept away by freely elected Governments. Unfortunately, there had not been
too many developments with respect to economic, social and cultural rights.
Although important steps were being taken by some nations, the unequal
international flows of trade, the spreading of neo-protectionism and the
unjust burden of external financial obligations were hindering the
implementation of that category of rights in developing countries. Political
coercion was being replaced by economic constraints and the conquest of
freedom would be of little avail to those who were too poor to make use of
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it. His delegation agreed with Mr. Martenson, Under-Secretary—-General for
Human Rights, that the internmational community should strive to implement a
"universal human rights culture" but, at the same time, it should be borne in
mind that all human rights were equally important and inseparable.

15, His Government attached great importance to all instruments and
mechanisms instituted by the Commission and was convinced that open discussion
of agenda item 12 was of paramount importance in the common struggle for the
full implementation of human rights. Nevertheless, no document or mechanism
would in itself yield major results if urgent and firm action was not taken by
the international community to eliminate the structural economic imbalances
that were impairing the realization of so many rights.

16. Turning to the human rights situation in Chile, his delegation welcomed
the news of the peaceful and successful outcome of the elections in December.
It acknowledged the Special Rpporteur's suggestion in paragraph 27 of his
report that the institution of a Special Rapporteur should be replaced by a
new and specific form of intermational collaboration to be formulated by the
United Nations, with the aim of promoting human rights in Chile.

17. The co-operation extended by the authorities in El Salvador to the
Commission and the holding of presidential elections in March 1989 deserved
mention. However, there was an urgent need for all parties involved in the
virtual civil war to resume negotiations in order to find a peaceful solution
and rebuild that long-suffering country.

18. The report on Afghanistan (E/CN.4/1990/25) indicated that, despite the
withdrawal of foreign troops, the situation in that country had not
significantly improved. In order to end the armed conflict, it was vital that
all parties should accept unconditional dialogue, since only a political
solution to the conflict would ensure full respect for human rights. His
delegation strongly recommended that international measures should be taken in
order to create the social, political and economic conditions which would
allow the return of the millions of refugees to Afghanistan.

19. In spite of recent events in Romania, the report by the Special
Rapporteur on the very serious situation prevailing before the overthrow of
the Ceausescu régime suggested that that situation would remain a matter of
concern.

20, While acknowledging the gesture made by the Iranian Government in
inviting the Special Representative to visit that country, his delegation
could not make any substantive comment until it had had time to examine the-
Special Representative's report, which had only just been circulated.

21. In connection with the report on summary or arbitrary executions
(E/CN.4/1990/22), his delegation would seek further information from the
Brazilian authorities on certain alleged incidents and would continue to
pursue a candid and constructive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur in order
to shed light on each reported situation.

22. The co-operation of Governments with the United Nations and the
international community was an essential factor in promoting human rights.
Consequently, his delegation hoped that there would be an appropriate flow of
information on the situation in East Timor. It was high time that the
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Commission devised means of strengthening its capacity to respond more
effectively to the gituations with which it was confronted. His delegation
believed that, in order to improve the Commission's effectiveness, separate
meetings should be held (a) for delegations and non-governmental organizations
to address any situation which, in their view, revealed violations of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, and (b) for the discussion of situations and
reports on which member States were supposed to speak.

23. Ms. SINEGIORGIS (Ethiopia) said that, of all United Nations bodies, the
Commission was intended to be one of the least political. It followed,
therefore, that objectivity and scrupulous commitment to facts should be the
guiding principle behind any accusations brought before the Commission.

States should endeavour to minimize political and strategic considerations in
order to help forge international consensus with a view to combating
violations of human rights, wherever they might occur. Given that approach,
non-State participants in the work of the Commission were expected to be
non-partisan, non-political and totally committed to no other consideration
than respect for human rights; the obligation was even greater for such
participants to refrain from distortion, prejudice and partiality. While
constructive criticism was important, the deliberate use of the Commission for
propaganda purposes, if not immediately combatted, would sooner or later
affect the Commission's credibility and render its task even more complicated.

24, With regard to her own country, some so-called non-governmental
organizations had brought before the Commission and the Sub-Commission
extraneous issues that did not fall within the scope of those bodies. Those
organizations delivered statements prepared for them by secessionists and, in
breach of their responsibility, included well-known members of secessionist
groups in their delegations. Such actions were not only irresponsible, but
also a flagrant abuse of their consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council.

25. Her delegation was even more dismayed by the encouragement given by some
organizations to those who had clearly wrecked the peace process in her
country. Although the issue was unequivocally outside the Commission's
mandate, she wished to state that her Government had always attached the
highest priority to solving the problems in its northern administrative region
peacefully, as had been demonstrated by the launching on 5 June 1989 of a new
peace initiative without any pre-conditions. On that basis, two rounds of
negotiations on procedural matters had been held with one of the secessionist
groups from the autonomous region of Eritrea. However, the secessionist group
was refusing, under various pretexts, to agree on a date for the commencement
of substantive talks. For roughly one year, there had been what could broadly
be described as a de facto cease-fire in the northern autonomous regions of
Ethiopia, but that had been shattered by an offensive launched by the
secessionists on 8 February 1990 on the only major road used to transport food
supplies to those in need in Eritrea and Tigre. The other dissident group
refused to allow the transport of relief supplies into Tigre, by church-based
organizations which had been authorized to distribute aid under the joint
relief partnership agreement concluded on 18 January 1990. Her Government
therefore expected the international community to condemn those warmongers,
who were so insensitive to human suffering.



E/CN.4/1990/SR.42/Add.1
page 7

26. As an example of the insensitivity and inhumanity of one of the
secessionist groups, she drew attention to an article of 13 January 1990 in
the Swedish daily, Svenska Daghladet, based on an interview conducted with
refugees from Eritrea, describing the forced conscription at gunpoint of women
and children by the secessionist group and the murder of those who resisted.
The reporter was far from generous to the Government of Ethiopia, but his
objectivity was a lesson to those reporters on whom the International
Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(EAFORD), Centre Europe - Tiers Monde and the World Confederation of Labour
relied for their informatiom.

27. She hoped that the Commission would take steps to stop certain NGOs from
pursuing their politically-motivated campaigns under the guise of human
rights. Representatives of those organizations had dared to accuse her
Government of an "obstructionist attitude', instead of encouraging all those
involved in the peace negotiations to solve the problem by peaceful means.
Their real intention was to vilify the Ethiopian Government and to prolong the
war. It was paradoxical that her Government was expected to accept without
complaint the undignified and vile language and abuse of NGOs such as Centre
Europe - Tiers Monde, EAFORD and the World Conferation of Labour, while the
NGOs were treated as ''sacred cows'. By supporting the armed banditry of
secessionists who had wrecked the peace process and the Government's efforts
to provide food for over 3 million people in northern Ethiopia, those
organizations were as much to blame as the secessionists themselves.

28. The previous day, EAFORD had read out a statement, purportedly on behalf
of 25 other NGOs. However, some of those organizations had later approached
her delegation to say that they had not supported the statement at all. She
hoped that the organizations whose trust EAFORD had abused would make their
views known in public instead of voicing their criticisms in private. Her
delegation would continue to tell the truth about organizations which served
the interests of secessionist groups, while masquerading as genuine NGOs
committed to respect for human rights.

29. Mr, CHEN Shigiu (China) said that the Chinese Government and people had
always been deeply concerned about the question of Cyprus and had consistently
stated that the independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
non-aligned status of the island should be respected. His country appreciated
the positive efforts made by the United Nations to resolve the Cyprus issue,
including the dispatch of the United Nations Peace-Keeping Force in Cyprus
(UNFICYP). It hoped that all the parties concerned would work towards a fair
and reasonable solution to the Cyprus issue, including the problems of
disappearances and refugees.

30. The second matter on which he wished to speak was the interference by
certain countries in other countries' internal affairs. There had been a
regrettable tendency in the Commission, and in the United Nations as a whole,
to use concern for human rights as a pretext for infringing the sovereignty of
other countries. Some Western countries had claimed that the accusationsg they
had made against China after the events of June 1989 had been prompted by real
concern and not by political motives; that was clearly not true, since certain
Western political forces and the mass media had been actively involved in the
rebellion, inciting the rebels to action, providing material and financial
assistance (including large amounts of cash in United States and Hong Kong
dollars) and advice, and procuring visas to enable the rebels to leave China
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after the rebellion. Such action could only be interpreted as interference in
China's internal affairs. After the rebellion, the same countries had
threatened China with political pressure and economic sanctions, and had
broken off political contacts with his Government. They had supported the
plotters and enabled them to carry on working against China in other
countries.

31. It was a respected principle of the United Nations that States should not
interfere in one another's internal and diplomatic affairs and that they
should not give their support to any action to overthrow or subvert the
Government of another sovereign State. The Western countries concerned had
violated that principle, claiming that China had suppressed peaceful calls for
democracy. China had already refuted those allegations at a previous

meeting: the Government had acted to suppress a rebellion by violent
terrorists who were attempting to destroy the political system — action which
the West had chosen to misinterpret as 'peaceful demonstrations'". Measures
taken by the Government of a sovereign State to suppress internal unrest were
a purely domestic matter, and no other State was entitled to interfere.

32. Mr. VILLARRQEL (Philippines) said that he wished to reply to some of the
specific points about the Philippines raised by Mr. Wako, Special Rapporteur
on summary or arbitrary executions, in his report (E/CN.4/1990/22 and

Corr.l). Paragraphs 334 and 335 of the report referred to an alleged "hit
list", in which threats were made against the lives of 25 persons, including
priests, broadcasters and labour leaders. When the names of those persons had
been brought to the attention of the Secretary of National Defence, they had
been given protection by the military athorities, and to date none of them had
been harmed in any way.

33. Paragraphs 336-338 referred to alleged cases of summary executions by the
armed forces or by unidentified armed men. In the first case, mentioned in
paragraph 337 (a), the killers of Reverend Visminda Gran and her husband had
also stolen several items from the house and it was therefore not clear
whether the case was a political one at all. Paragraph 337 (b) referred to
the "Paombang massacre' of 28 April 1989. An independent committee had been
set up to investigate the case, and had concluded that the killings had
resulted from an encounter between government and rebel forces and that,
accordingly, the military personnel involved did not bear any criminal
responsibility.

34. Paragraph 337 (c) referred to the killing on 6 April 1989 of a local
councillor, Rufino Rivera, and a curate, Fr. Dionisio Malalay. They had been
killed by a policeman and a civilian who had both been drunk. The policeman
had since been discharged from his post, and both men were now on trial for
murder.

35. Paragraph 337 (d) referred to the killing of Oscar Tonog, vice-president
of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, on 21 March 1989. The Philippine
Commission on Human Rights and the Philippine National Bureau of Investigation
had both dealt with the case, and a suspected killer had been identified; he
would be arrested as soon as he came out of hiding. The Philippine Commission
on Human Rights had granted Tonog's widow 10,000 pesos under the Government's
programme to assist the victims of human rights violations and their families.



E/CN.4/1990/SR.42/Add.1
page 9

36. Paragraph 337 (f) referred to the killing of Pedro Pagao and three
members of his family on 18 February 1989. According to the military
personnel involved, the victims had been caught in crossfire during a clash
between military and rebel forces. The Philippine Commission on Human Rights
had ordered a post-mortem examination of the bodies, but so far there had been
no eyewitness statements or other evidence to contest the military's version
of events.

37. Paragraph 337 (h) referred to the shooting of Eduardo Lazona, a trade
union secretary, on 15 February 1989. An investigation by the Philippine
Commission on Human Rights had shown that Lazona, encountering a number of
military personnel near a friend's house, had drawn his pistol and run towards
a sugar cane field as if trying to evade capture. He had then been shot,
although it was not clear whether the soldiers had fired warning shots first.

38. Paragraph 337 (j) referred to the shooting of Saberiano Borres, a church
layworker, on 3 February 1989. An investigation by the Philippine Commission
on Human Rights had shown that one of the alleged killers had already been
charged with murder, and two others were being sought by the authorities. The
same persons were thought to be responsible for the killing of George Bahian
on 30 December 1988, described in paragraph 337 (n) of the report.

39. Paragraph 337 (r) referred to the death of Serapio Cogollodo and five
members of his family on 20 November 1988. According to the investigation by
the Philippine Commission on Human Rights, the family had been killed by a
bomb explosion in their house. Local people had thought that the explosion
had been caused by a shell fired by a local military detachment, but that view
could not be confirmed; it was, therefore, difficult to attribute
responsibility.

40. The cases referred to in paragraphs 337 (e), (g), (i), (k), (m), (s)

and (t) either had not been reported to the Philippine Commission on Human
Rights or had not yet yielded substantive results. In many cases, reports on
the progress of the investigation might reveal information which would
jeopardize the chances of elucidation.

41. Paragraph 339 of the report referred to alleged death threats received by
a number of lawyers and by about 720 people in the diocese of Bacolod.

The 720 people had been evacuated from the rural areas of Negros Occidental
during military operations against the rebels. They had been housed, fed and
given medical attention by the Government, and had since been able to return
to their homes unharmed.

42. Paragraph 341 of the report referred to several alleged killings. The
deaths of Guarina Celso and a woman companion on 13 July 1989 were being
investigated by the Philippine Commission on Human Rights. Witnesses had
claimed that the women were not dead at all since their bodies had not been
found. The hearing was still in progress. The killing of Winifredo Oton, a
church leader, on 15 July 1989 remained a mystery. Human rights groups had
alleged that the military authorities were involved, but Oton himself had
acted as a guide during a mission to investigate the massacre of 39 members of
a religious sect by the rebel New People's Army; consequently, the New
People's Army had had more reason to kill Oton than did the military
authorities.
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43. The cases referred to in paragraphs 341 (a)-(d), (i) and (k)-(m) had
either not been reported to the Philippine Commission on Human Rights or were
still under investigation. Paragraph 341 (d) referred to the deaths of

17 unidentified peasants in a period of 31 days in the Hinobaan and Sipalay
region, which covered several hundred square kilometres of mountains and
valleys. That lack of detail was typical of the vague and arbitrary
allegations which human rights groups had been making to the United Nations in
an attempt to paint a gloomy picture of the human rights situation in the
Philippines. His Government was willing to accept responsibility in cases
where responsibility had clearly been established, but it would reject any
allegations based on suspicion, unfounded rumour and reckless extrapolation.
It would continue to investigate alleged human rights violations, give
suspects a fair trial and punish the guilty to the fullest extent of the law.
It had responded to the communications about alleged killings and other human
rights violations, as the Special Rapporteur had acknowledged when introducing
his report.

44. Mrs. BIHI (Somalia) said that there had been enormous achievements in the
fields of human rights and decolonization in recent decades. More than two
thirds of the the present Members of the United Nations had been colonial or
dependent territories when the Organization had come into being. However,
many of the political, social and economic problems facing developing
countries, as well as internal and regional conflicts, could be traced back to
the colonial era and its inhuman legacies of racism, slavery and apartheid.
Nor had all countries achieved freedom and self-determination: the gpartheid
system in South Africa, the Zionist occupation of Palestine and other Arab
territories, Viet Nam's occupation of Cambodia, and the situations in
Afghanistan and Lebanon all constituted flagrant violations of the basic
rights and fundamental freedoms of the people of those countries.

45, A few days before, the observer for Ireland had referred to the recent
encouraging changes in Europe. But, if Europe was only just beginning to
recover from the effects of the Second World War after more than 40 years, how
long would it take for the developing world to recover from the tragic
consequences of colonialism? The West should reflect on its own role in the
colonial era before pointing an accusing finger at the victims of its own
expansionism and imperialism. The European Community States — for which the
observer for Ireland had spoken - claimed that their position on human rights
issues was dictated by a purely humanitarian concern but in fact their remarks
were prompted by political, economic and even religious considerations. No
one believed that human rights violations took place only in the relatively
small number of countries - all developing countries — considered during the
Commission's debate. Moreover, some of those countries were treated more
favourably than others. The developing countries could not accept such
blatant manipulation of the sensitive issues of human rights, and of the noble
objectives of the United Nations.

46. Her delegation had noted that the situation in some countries, which were
supposed to be discussed under the confidential procedure laid down in
Economic and Social Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII), had also been discussed
at public meetings. Some members of the Commission and some NGOs had made
specific allegations about the human rights situation in her own country. Her
delegation would like to make it clear that Somalia had submitted full and
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well-documented replies under the confidential procedure to all the
communications transmitted by the Centre for Human Rights; she would not,
therefore, repeat the details.

47. It was only in the past year that allegations about the human rights
situation in Somalia had been brought before the Commission. They were mainly
based on claims by terrorist and separatist groups which had waged a
relentless war against the unity of the people and the territorial integrity
of the country. Unfriendly outside forces had supported the activities of the
terrorist groups, particularly in the northern part of the country, which had
been a colony of the United Kingdom until 1960. The situation was also
aggravated by the fragile economy, natural disasters and the presence of more
than 1 million refugees. The major terrorist group, the Somali National
Movement (SNM), had committed unparallelled acts of terrorism against the
Somali people and the refugee population, including assassination, hijacking
of aircraft, armed attacks on towns, the massacre of thousands of innocent
civilians and sabotage of public facilities. Her Government considered that,
just as an individual was entitled to protection against violation of his or
her rights, a State was entitled to defend itself against the violent acts of
extremist groups. It did not deny the democratic right of an individual or
group to oppose the system of government, but there could be no justification
for terrorism, banditry, killing and destruction.

48. In the past two years, the Government had introduced many reforms,
including a general ammesty for crimes against the State; it had established a
committee to investigate human rights violations, allowed Amnesty
International to visit Somalia, and ratified all the human rights conventions
and covenants, including the two additional protocols to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949. Politically-motivated accusations and
distortions of fact were extremely damaging to any State, undermining its
political and economic stability and tarnishing the homour of its people.
Governments and NGOs should not lend credibility to the crimes and
disinformation of extremist groups. Her Government had amply demonstrated its
concern for human rights by reforming its legislation, inviting human rights
organizations to visit Somalia and co-operating fully with the Commission.

49. Ms. Sinegiorgis (Ethiopia) took the Chair.

50. Mr. NASTASE (Observer for Romania) said that international protection for
human rights was currently an important instrument in the process of
democratization of societies; his Government was sincerely committed to
international co-operation in that sphere. The Romanian revolution had been
the result of a genuine national consensus, and in the two months since it had
occurred pluralist and democratic structures comprising political parties,
free trade unions and professional associations had been established.

51. From the very outset, the new Romanian authorities had declared their
desire for frank co-operation with the Commission based on equality and mutual
respect. For perhaps the first time a Government which had emerged from a
revolution had agreed to co-operate with the Special Rapporteur appointed to
consider a situation which had existed before it had come to power and which
had undergone a fundamental change. It had even proposed that the mandate of
the Special Rapporteur should be extended for one year. Although all
fundamental freedoms had been restored de jure, there were still huge de facto
problems attributable to the enormous economic and social difficulties and the
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fragility of the new political structures. The Government's proposal to
extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur was a confirmation of its
goodwill and desire to participate in international co-operation in the area
of human rights, rather than a sign of vulnerability. The real "rapporteur"
in Romania was the Romanian people itself. In that spirit, Mr. Iliesco, the
President of the Provisional Council, had stated that Romania was prepared to
accept a group of United Nations and other observers to monitor the elections
to be held in Romania on 20 May 1990.

52. The will of the Romanian Government to co-operate sincerely with the
United Nations had been reflected in its constructive attitude to the mission
of Mr. Voyame, the Special Rapporteur, and in its willingness to co-operate
with IOM, UNESCO, and other specialized agencies, and non-governmental
organizations such as Amnesty International.

53. In recent months the major fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of
thought, conscience, religion, opinion and expression, had been restored in
Romania, and the large number of media were operating freely. The necessary
guarantees had been instituted for civil and political liberties, in
particular the right to life, the right to security of person, trade-union
rights and the right to education. The death penalty had been abolished,
freedom of movement had been restored, and a number of other laws restricting
freedom of expression had been repealed. Decrees had been adopted authorizing
political parties, NGOs and free trade unions. All religious sects were
henceforth authorized, with the exception of any that might threaten publlc
order, health or morals.

54, The nascent political dialogue in Romania bore witness to the existence
of an awareness of the country's fundamental interests, over and above
divergent political opinions. Following a round-table held on

1 February 1990, representatives of the political parties had agreed with the
Council of the National Salvation Front to establish a Provisional Council of
National Unity, with legislative powers, which ensured representation of the
various social strata, national minorities and regions. The Provisional
Council had set up a number of commissions, including a constitutional and
human rights commission, and a commission to consider and settle grievances of
victims of the dictatorship.

55. The emerging democracy in Romania had established equal rights for all
citizens and was concerned to guarantee the rights of members of the national
minorities, while endeavouring to construct a modern society based on the
human potential of the whole nation. It was important for the spirit of
solidarity that had emerged in the revolution to be reflected in
socio—economic and political structures capable of guaranteeing genuine
equality; it should not be jeopardized by any form of nationalism. The
revolution had set Romania back on the path of contemporary history, and had
restored its links with the Europe of fundamental values and great designs.
It was, however, necessary to guard against any future manipulation of
Romania's deep-rooted problems. It was inconceivable that the efforts of all
the social and ethnic forces that had taken part in the revolution should lead
to the emergence of virtual religious or linguistic protectorates that might
be interpreted by the Romanian people as reflecting a lack of confidence in
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its revolution and an affront to its dignity. As the Petro Roman, Romanian
Prime Minister, had said, "after having successfully carried out its
revolution, Romanian society was now successfully putting democracy into
practice".

56. One of the objectives of the revolution had been to eliminate all forms
of inequality and violations of law, including those affecting minorities. In
order to do so, Romania was endeavouring to make use of the experience and
practice of European and other States. It was doing so through a responsible
dialogue involving all parties. The rate of change in Europe was frequently
too rapid for analysts to follow. In addition to the de facto revolt against
law and institutions, there were discrepancies and perhaps even contradictions
between different processes. The concept of a united Europe, with open
frontiers, was perhaps irreconcilable with the priority given to establishing
the legal status of national minorities.

57. It was an important and far from easy task for Romania to transform human
rights into instruments for genuine participation in political life. 1In the
sphere of foreign policy, human rights had been reincorporated into Romania's
international activities, and the rigid and obstructive attitudes adopted in
the past, for example, with regard to the Concluding Document of the Vienna
Meeting of 1986, had been rectified. Romania was examining the possibility of
ratifying other international human rights instruments, and was aware that a
more open foreign policy, simultaneously based on national interests and the
universal values of mankind, required broader integration of humanitarian
issues within Romania's international initiatives.

58. Mr. Ditchev (Bulgari took th hair.

59. Mr. VIGNY (Observer for Switzerland) said that the absence from among the
reports on human rights situations before the Commission under agenda item 12
of reports on other States guilty of serious human rights violations indicated
that too many members of the Commission adopted a political approach rather
than a sincere commitment to human rights issues. One means of halting that
selective approach would be the adoption of a secret ballot, as suggested by
Switzerland in 1989, which would allow members to vote without fear of
pressure or reprisal from the States concerned.

60. The human rights situation was rightly under review by a special
rapporteur in five countries throughout the world, one in Europe, two in Asia
and two in Latin America. Romania's invitation to the Special Rapporteur to
visit the country and its agreement to a one-year extension of his mandate
reflected the satisfactory developments in the human rights sphere in central
and eastern Europe. The positive attitude shown by the Romanian authorities
indicated that they had understood that the Commission and the

Special Rapporteur were there to help them to return to democracy, to the rule
of law and to respect for human rights. Their acceptance of that fact did not
constitute a defeat, but rather a political victory for Romania, and showed by
example that the political issue at stake was not for States to endeavour to
save face and to cry victory after having avoided the scrutiny of a

Special Rapporteur, but to accept and closely co-operate with him in order to
enhance the enjoyment of human rights. Such co-operation should create the
basic conditions for a free, fair and harmonious society to be established.



E/CN.4/1990/SR.42/Add.1
page 14

61l. In December 1989, the representative of a State member of the Commission
had opposed discussion of the situation in his country on the grounds that it
was a purely internal matter, and had described Sub-Commission

resolution 1989/5 as blatant interference in domestic affairs. In that
connection, it should be recalled that, pursuant to the two International
Covenants on Human Rights, observance of the rights covered by them was an
essential factor in the peace, justice and welfare necessary to ensure the
development of friendly relations and co-operation among all States. On no
account could an inadequate level of development be advanced as justification
for infringements of fundamental rights such as torture or arbitrary
executions. While it was true that human rights only acquired their full
meaning if the population of a country was able to meet its essential needs,
that did not mean that development assistance should be exclusively aimed at
satisfying those needs. It should also strive gradually to establish
conditions in which everyone could exercise his human rights, whether
economic, social, cultural, civil or political. Enjoyment of civil and
political rights would be greatly enhanced if all States accepted their
responsibilities in full, both in peacetime and in war, and in particular
complied with the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Additional Protocols,
which complemented the International Covenants in times of armed conflict.

62. Human Rights were at a critical juncture in a number of States that
currently received United Nations advisory services in the field of human
rights. The provision of such services might complement, but should never
replace, the efforts made by the Commission under agenda item 12 to end human
rights violations throughout the world. The Commission should adopt a twofold
approach to the problem by making use of the well-tried method of appointing a
Special Rapporteur on countries, and at the same time allowing those
countries, if they so wished, to avail themselves of advisory services.

63. Torture, enforced or involuntary disappearances and summary or arbitrary
executions constituted the trilogy of the most serious human rights
violations, as they were in breach of rights from which the Intermational
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights allowed no derogation whatever, in
particular, that most sacred right - the right to life. In his eighth report,
the Special Rapporteur on summary or arbitrary executions had revealed that,
since the beginning of his mandate, the number of communications concerning
allegations of summary or arbitrary executions had increased each year and had
numbered 1,500 in 1989. 1In view of those figures, the Commission should be
urged to renew Mr. Wako's mandate for a further two years; Switzerland would
co-sponsor the appropriate resolution to be submitted in due course by Sweden.

64. It was deeply shocking to note that, in response to most of the appeals
by the Special Rapporteur, the authorities concerned had neither opened an
inquiry nor adopted effective measures to protect persons who had received
death threats, in particular human rights activists. Even worse was the fact
that in many cases, Governments were themselves implicated in summary and
arbitrary executions, either directly or indirectly. In all those cases,
their international responsibility was involved, as such practices were in
blatant violation of international standards, and in particular of the
principles on the effective prevention and investigation of arbitrary and
summary executions, including extra-legal executions, adopted by the Economic
and Social Council in May 1989. Although not compulsory, those 20 principles
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provided a universal frame of reference which the Special Rapporteur could
apply to summary or arbitrary executions and also constituted valuable
guidelines to help States prevent, prosecute and punish such acts.

65. Lastly, he expressed concern at the situation of persons in certain
countries who were threatened or even prosecuted for having struggled to
secure respect for their own rights or the rights of others, in particular
persons victimized for having contacted a special rapporteur or representative
of the Commission. He reminded the Commission of the suffering of persons
held hostage, in particular the two Swiss ICRC delegates kidnapped in Lebanon,
and expressed the hope that the Commission's repeated appeals for their
release would be heeded.

66. Mr. WALKER (Observer for Australia) said that the past year had been
marked by major advances in some regions and disturbing setbacks in others.
The forthcoming installation of a democratically-elected Government in Chile
was a major step forward, although the Government would face heavy
responsibilities in overcoming the legacy of past human rights violatioms.
The Commission should offer it assistance as an indication of the goodwill of
the international community. In Romania, it would be particularly difficult
to entrench human rights in a new political system, and he applauded the
willingness of the Romanian authorities to co-operate with the Commission in
overcoming problems during the transitional phase.

67. The global wave of change emphasized several important truths including
the universal nature of the aspiration to human rights, and the need to be
sceptical of arguments advanced by Governments which sought to repress the
human rights of their own citizens. If human rights were to be secure and
human beings were to have a lasting basis on which to live full and secure
lives, it was necessary to guarantee, in addition to the popular election of
governmental leaders, freedom from external threat and internal instability,
an economic base which could provide security from want, the development of
and respect for law, and a culture of tolerance and moderation.

68. The Commission, the Centre for Human Rights and the United Nations as a
whole had an important role to play in encouraging Governments to give high
priority to human rights. It was important to recognize that human rights
violations could take place in any country and the Commission had a legitimate
role in drawing attention to them wherever they occurred.

69. Australia strongly condemmed the massacre of students and civilians by
the Chinese army on 4 June 1989. It remained convinced that such a brutal and
excessive use of force had been unjustified, and had made known to the Chinese
authorities its concern that universally-accepted standards of human rights
should be observed. It was also concerned about disturbing reports on the
human rights situation in Tibet.

70. A political solution still seemed remote in Afghanistan where, according
to the Special Rapporteur's report, human rights abuses were continuing.
Similarly, the people of Cambodia continued to suffer from the lack of a
solution to their country's political problems. Australia's fundamental
concern was that the Cambodian people should finally be able to enjoy their
human rights. It was necessary to achieve a verified end to the Vietnamese
military occupation and to take into consideration widespread international
concern about any return to power by the Khmer Rouge.
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71. As the intifadah entered its third year, his Government remained gravely
concerned at the continued violence perpetrated by both sides. While it
acknowledged Israel's immense continuing security problems and deplored
terrorist acts against Israeli citizens, it had also long been concerned about
the use of excessive force against Palestinian civilians and had made its
views known directly to the Israeli Government. Australia remained convinced
that to ensure the safety and protection of the civilian population in the
occupied territories, Israel must accept the de jure applicability of the
Fourth Geneva Convention and refrain from measures which violated it.

72. It was disappointing that the new commitment to human rights in Central
and Eastern Europe had not so far been endorsed by the Government of Albania.
In Cuba too, disturbing reports of significant abuses continued to emerge, in
particular of retaliatory action against human rights activists who had
presented their views to the mission which had visited Cuba in September 1988
in accordance with a resolution by the Commission.

73. Although his Government believed that serious abuses of human rights
continued to occur in Iran, it was encouraged by signs of some improvements,
and by the acceptance by the Iranian Government of the importance of
co—-operation with the Commission's Special Representative. It was, however,
disturbed at reports of restrictions on access to the Special Representative;
free access to United Nations missions was a fundamental principle which
should be observed by all.

74. In Iraq, despite the extensive, systematic and occasionally horrifying
abuses of human rights, there were indications of a new willingness to
co—operate with the United Nations; the statement made under the current
agenda item by the delegation of Iraq was a constructive step. Australia
hoped that arrangements for members of the Sub-—Commission to visit Iraq would
soon be made and that their visit would mark the beginning of a movement
towards better observance of the human rights standards to which Iraq should
be committed as a party to the International Covenants.

75. There had been continuing reports of human rights violations in Myanmar,
including mass detentions without trial, house arrest of opposition leaders,
torture of opponents of the Government and forced labour for military
purposes. Australia welcomed the announcement that multi-party elections
would be held in May 1990, although it was sceptical about the claim that they
would be free and fair, in view of the measures taken by the Myanmar
Government to suppress political dissent. It hoped that restrictions on
political activity would be lifted before the date of the elections, and urged
the authorities to review their decision to disqualify Aung San Sun Kyi, the
leader of the National League for Democracy, from participating in the
election.

76. The difficulty of entrenching human rights observance was reflected by
the distressing persistence of serious human rights violations in countries
with elected Governments and open societies. Responsibility for such abuses
was often shared between government security authorities and armed rebels.

77. The human rights situation in Guatemala continued to be of great
concern. Stronger action by the Government was necessary to prosecute those
responsible and to protect the human rights of the people of Guatemala.
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78. El Salvador also provided a disturbing record of serious abuses committed
by all parties. Despite its continued inability to bring those guilty to
justice, the Government of El Salvador had pledged itself to work for human
rights and had taken a praiseworthy decision to prosecute for the murder of
the Jesuit priests in November. His Government believed that a political
solution to the conflict was the pre-condition for improving the human rights
situation, and urged all sides to show the utmost restraint and to accept the
need for dialogue.

79. Peru, together with Sri Lanka, East Timor and Papua New Guinea in
Australia's own Asia and Pacific region, were countries in which there had
been a sharp escalation of violence and the civilian population continued to
suffer from human rights violations attributable to ethnic and political
conflict. Assessment of the causes of those violations could in no way excuse
them, and rigorous efforts were necessary to bring offenders to justice, and
to prevent abuses through more effective procedures and better education, if
necessary with assistance from the advisory services programme.

80. In Australia itself, the Government had continued to address the
disadvantages affecting aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and a
Royal Commigsion had recently delivered its interim report om aboriginal
deaths in custody. An Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission was
due to be established in March 1990. By that means the people concerned would
have a voice from the local to the national level.

8l. Mr. HUSLID (Observer for Norway) said that the present session of the
Commission was being held at a crucial moment in history, when profound and
apparently irreversible changes in several countries were creating a mew
positive climate in which human rights could develop and prosper. His
delegation hoped that increased recognition of human rights in Central and
Eastern Europe would have a positive impact on international relations and
inspire further advancement towards the universal enjoyment of human rights.
It was confident that the Commission would benefit from the prevailing
international climate to make further improvements in the work of the

United Nations in the field of human rights. Further continuation of the
Commission's role in bringing about improvements in human rights would depend
on the ability and willingness of member States to strengthen the Commission's
standard-setting activities and its fact-finding and other special
procedures. Norway actively supported the Commission's twofold approach,
namely making use of rapporteurs, and providing technical assistance and
advisory services.

82. The reports to the Commission regrettably showed that torture,
involuntary disappearances and summary or arbitrary executions were widespread
and even increasing. He urged countries whose Governments consistently
refused to provide information on such abuses to examine the specific
recommendations of the rapporteurs concerned and of the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, with a view to eradicating such
practices. There was a clear need for Governments to undertake speedy and
impartial investigation and follow-up on specific cases. Another cause for
concern was the reported increase in death threats and intimidation against
defenders of human rights.  His delegation urged Governments to take steps to
protect such persons and welcomed the progress made by the Commission's
Working Group on the draft declaration on the rights and responsibilities of
groups and individuals.
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83. Promotion of human rights was an integral part of the overall objective
of the United Nations to prevent conflicts and secure the basis for peaceful
solutions when conflicts arose. Realization of human rights was not only
significant for national development and prosperity, but was also an important
confidence-building measure. A wide spectrum of problems that could lead to
political unrest and demands for social and economic justice and broader
popular participation should therefore be addressed with a view to fostering
human rights all over the world.

84. Since the previous session of the Commission, an unprecedented historic
movement towards democracy had taken place in Central and Eastern Europe,
marked by a willingness to engage in self-examination and openness. It was to
be hoped that that process would continue unabated.

85. Elsewhere in the world, the situation in Cambodia continued to give rise
to deep concern. Efforts to reach a just political solution based on the
right to self-determination and full respect for human rights should be
accelerated. The international community had a responsibility to ensure that
the brutal policies and practices of Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge would never
recur. Norway welcomed the efforts made to reach a solution and had set aside
funds to support an international voluntary fund to facilitate preparatory
operations by the United Natioms.

86. The continuing bitter civil strife in Sri Lanka, which had eroded the
Government's authority and led to continued widespread abuses of fundamental
human rights, also gave rise to grave concern. However, Norway welcomed the
invitation extended by the Government of Sri Lanka to the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. Norway also continued to be concerned
at the situation in China and Myanmar, and appealed to the Governments
concerned to tolerate and respect freedom of expression and the right of
peaceful assembly.

87. Norway welcomed the positive steps taken by the Government of

South Africa in releasing Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners and
lifting the ban on political organizations. Although it hoped that those
moves would create a political climate conducive to negotiations,
international pressure on the South African authorities should be maintained
until a democratic and non-racial Government had been established.

88. The internal conflicts in northern Ethiopia continued to cause great
concern. Norway strongly appealed to the Eritrean People's Liberation Front
and the Ethiopian Government to pursue their current talks constructively with
a view to reaching a peaceful settlement. It hoped that present contacts
between the Tigrean People's Liberation Front and the Ethiopian Government
would be further developed. Norway also appealed for urgent steps to be taken
to allow humanitarian aid to reach the hunger-stricken population in the north.

89. 1In the case of the Sudan, Norway appealed to its authorities to release
all political prisoners. In view of the continued serious violations of human
rights in Somalia, it appealed to the Government to respond to the requests
for information by the Special Rapporteur on summary or arbitrary executions
and to put an end to such practices.
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90. His Government was concerned about the human rights situation in the
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, especially as it affected children and
young people. However, while deeply regretting such practices as travel bans,
deportations and illegal settlement policies, as well as terrorist attacks
against innocent Israeli citizens, he stressed that positive opportunities did
exist for a comprehensive and just solution and urged Israel and the
Palestinians to exploit them.

91. His Government was deeply concerned about reports of continued violations
of human rights in Iraq, including the situation of the Kurdish population
there; further international fact-finding and monitoring were required. In
view of international concern about the human rights situation in Iran, Norway
agreed with the Special Representative's conclusion that the Commission should
continue to monitor the human rights situation there.

92. In Chile, the elections of the previous December marked the beginning of
a new era in that country. His delegation wished the new Government every
success in its endeavours to secure a democratic future for the Chilean
people. The human rights situation in Central America continued to be a
matter of grave concern. His delegation hoped that the ongoing peace process
would succeed and remove the serious threats and breaches of human rights in
the region, notably in El Salvador and Guatemala.

93. The activities of the Commission should be supplemented by further
efforts by the international community to assist countries in establishing a
viable basis for the rule of law and democratic institutions, and enjoyment of
human rights. The advisory services programme and the voluntary fund for that
programme could play an innovative and catalytic role in such work, which
should not, however, be limited to the Centre for Human Rights alone.
Inter—agency contact should be increased, particularly with regard to the
formulation of an International Development Strategy for the Fourth
Development Decade. Norway would like to see such matters dealt with in depth
by the Commission and was prepared to participate with all interested
delegations in a broader dialogue. In the last analysis qustions and problems
relating to the right to development often hinged on that most fundamental of
human rights, the right to life.

94, Mr. EL SAYED (Observer for the Sudan) said that in an earlier statement
his country had reaffirmed its determination to respect the principles of
justice and equality without distinction as to colour, religion or culture.
The Sudan was a signatory of the United Nations Charter, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the two International Covenants on Human
Rights. It had also ratified regional African instruments relating,

inter alja, to the rights of individuals and peoples and the protection of
refugees. However, the mere signature of international instruments fostering
social, economic and moral progress did not guarantee their implementation.
Adequate legal and administrative machinery and a positive commitment on the
part of the authorities were necessary to achieve that goal. Co-operation anc
objective dialogue among all parties were also needed, free of self-seeking
and receptive to constructive criticism. For that reason, the Commission
should in its deliberations give priority to human considerations and avoid
politicizationm.
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95. The far-reaching changes at present taking place in the world resulted
from the mutual impact between the aspirations of peoples and their economic
situations, which in many cases fell far below those aspirations. That laid a
great responsibility on the richer countries, and more particularly those that
had practised colonialism, since it was absurd to speak of human rights and
the right to life when many people, young and old, were afflicted by natural
disasters, war and poverty and when enormous resources were being expended on
the arms race and other technological goals that might lead to the destruction
of civilization.

96. It was the firm conviction of his delegation that the purpose of the
Commission was to foster the adoption of humanitarian values by world opinion
and thus pave the way for the embodiment of those values in national
legislation and practice. It was preferable for such mechanisms to be
established from within rather than imposed from without; the imposition of
controls, however well-meaning, was not acceptable to any people. The values
enshrined in the Internmational Covenants lay at the heart of Sudanese society
and were the foundation of its laws.

97. Confrontation and rhetorical gestures could not replace dialogue and
genuine co-operation in laying the groundwork for human rights. Although
credit was due to the pioneering and indispensable role of NGOs with respect
to human rights, such organizations ought to review and adapt their roles.
That was in no way an attempt to restrict their freedom, but an effort to
enable them to act more positively, more flexibly and independently in working
to eliminate the underlying causes of repeated violations of human rights.

98. Mr. DUNA (Observer for Turkey) said the world was witnessing profound
changés which confirmed that international society must be founded on assured
human rights. Some 15 years previously, the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) had been launched, based on recognition of the
fact that respect for human rights was essential for the establishment of
lasting stability and co-operation in that continent. In view of the recent
changes, such principles were no longer abstract undertakings and, if
implemented in their entirety, would lead to harmonious coexistence in
Europe. That end depended, at present as in the past, on peace and stability
in the Balkan region. However, respect for human rights was fragile there
because of the presence of minorities with ethnic or cultural ties to
neighbouring countries. Such groups of people were in need of special
protection in the field of human rights,

99. There were two specific situations in the Balkans of direct interest to
Turkey that had implications for human rights. The first was the situation of
the Turkish-Muslim minority in Bulgaria, where a campaign of forced
assimilation had been launched by the previous Administration in late 1984.
That policy had created serious problems in Bulgaria, had damaged that
country's image at the international level and had led to a deterioration in
relations between Turkey and Bulgaria. However, the new Government in
Bulgaria had acknowledged the mistakes of the previous régime and had taken
steps to restore their legitimate rights to Bulgarian citizens of Turkish
origin and other Muslims. Those steps were welcomed by Turkey, which
harboured no unfriendly feelings towards Bulgaria and hoped that all sectors
of the population would benefit from the promised reforms.
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100. In contrast to developments in Bulgaria, the situation of the
Turkish-Muslim minority in western Thrace in Greece had worsened. That
situation had always been of concern to Turkey, because the Greek authorities
had so far failed to comply with their commitments to respect and protect the
rights of that minority and pursued policies designed to keep it poor and
underdeveloped. Systematic measures had also been taken to suppress the
minority's ethnic and cultural identity. The culminating point had been the
official Greek allegation that the members of the minority were not of Turkish
origin but merely Greek Muslims.

101. The attempts of the Greek authorities to suppress the ethnic and cultural
identity of the Turkish minority had led to a reaction by that minority and
the emergence of human rights activists endeavouring to protect the rights of
their kinsmen. Two such activists, Mr. Sadik Ahmet and Mr. Ibrahim Serif, had
been sentenced to imprisonment and deprived of their political rights for
three years following a trial contravening basic principles of the
administration of justice. Furthermore, there had been a widespread outbreak
of violence by ethnic Greeks against their fellow-countrymen of Turkish
origin. That had been encouraged by the local media, and security officials
had taken no steps to prevent it.

102. The Greek authorities could not deny their major share of responsibility
in that violence, which had been the result of policies pursued by Greece over
decades. The Greek authorities should respect the provisions of the Lausanne
Peace Treaty and the CSCE principles regarding minorities. Greek citizens of
Turkish origin should be permitted to enjoy their human and minority rights in
full, as equal citizens of their country. Furthermore, the injustice done to
Mr. Sadik Ahmet and Mr. Ibrahim Serif should be rectified by releasing them
immediately. Compensation should be paid for the damage suffered by the
Turkish minority, and the perpetrators of the mass violence duly prosecuted if
Greece was to comply with its moral and contractual obligations to its
citizens of Turkish origin.

103. His Government considered that the Greek Orthodox minority in Istanbul
and the Turkish Muslim minority in western Thrace should constitute bridges of
co-operation and friendship between Turkey and Greece. The actual performance
of the Greek authorities in the field of legitimate minority rights
constituted a disservice to Greece, to Turkish-Greek relations and to
stability in the Balkans. He reminded the Commission that, at the meeting of
the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan countries held in Belgrade in
February 1988, the view had been expressed that national minorities in the
Balkan countries in whose territories they existed should be a factor of
cohesion, stability, friendly relations and co-operation.

The meeting rose at 9 p.m.





