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- Letter dated~ November !;1.951 :from the-Bea.d ·:or the Del!!Bation 

• of the Union of Sovie~i socialiet RepubliqsJ- addressed to 
I 

th9 Fresid~nt of the General Assembl;y 
I' 
I 
' 

23 November 1951 

His Excellency Mr. Padilla Nervo r 
I" 

President of the General Aesembl~ of the United Nat~ons 

Paris 

Sil', 

· I have received the :fol~owing communication from the relatives of 
I 

twelve Ga:i:eek patriots sentancec:l t p death on 16 Novem.ber 1951 by ·the special 

military 'court at .Athens (Greece) ': 
! 

110n the eve of the l• diasolution of the. s-pecial military courts, 
.. I. 
.' the special military coiU't at Athens bas sentenced twelve accused 

·· persona to death. Mos-& of those sentencE!~ are intellectual workers 
I 

. and trade union leaders ~ Among those sentenced are five women, one 
I 

of whom is a yoUilB moth~r. 

''We w:i.~h to emphasfze that the e:x:eoution of the death s entences 

; would be disastrous for !the rest oration of pea ce within t he country. 
; 

. Your intervention may p*event tha addition of yet o.nothor b l oodstained 
. I' 

: page to the tragic r ec e4t history of Greece. 

''We appeal to you iJo eave our childre·b. ar..d thereby help the 
I_ •: 

:· Greek people to attain t nternal peacf! and t ake its place among t h e 

: free democrati c nations J 
I 

· Beloya.nnie, Ore.Jllll.enos, ~niat1f:1, A. Kanellopoulos, Knlofolia, 

Papadopoulos, Dromazos, jK. Kanallopoulos, P. Kanel lopoulos , 
I' 

.: Georgiadis, PapanlkolaoU!, Kottoan. 

I would a ak you to be sJ~dad by the human ~pproaoh to the quest i on 
I: 
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of the :protection of tbe victims of political terror in Greece adopted at !ithe 
j: 

third and fourth sessions of the General Assembly of tne United Nations, $nd 

through the United Nations to take urgent steps to secure the repeal of t~e 

death sentences passed by the special military court at Athens on these ti!'elve 
i: ~.eek patriots-, whose lives are in the greatest d.anger Oi-ring to the iwnin(jlnt 

threat of execution of the death sentences at any_moment. 

Please arrange for rny letter to be issued. as a General Assembly· . ' 

d.ocument and d.istribut~d. to all delegati~ne. 

I have ·the honour to be _ ~tc :. ·. 
(signed.) A.· Vyshinksy 

Head of the delegation of the Uni_on of i>--
' ' 

Soviet Socialist Republics 

····. 
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