UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

GINERAL

A/1795
12 April 1951

ORIGINAl: ENGILISH

Fifth session

TREATMENT YOF TEOFPME OF INDIAN ORIGIN
I THE UNION OF SCOUTH AFRICA

Cormunication dated 9 April 1951 addressed to the Sscretary-Gensral
by the Texmmanent Representative of India to the United Natlons

The Permanent Represcntative of Irdia to the United Fations presents his
compliments to the Secretury-General of the United Ifations and, with refexence to
his communication No. 831 of 27 iarch 1951% regarding the implementation of the
United Fations General assembly resolution®* cn ths treatment of people of Indian
orizin in the Unicn of 3outh Africa, has the honour to transmit herewith copies
of the following ccmmunications:

(1) 1lotter Nc. 83-1/51, dated 3 barch 1951, frowm the Secretary of the

High Coamissilcner for India in the Unicn of Scuth Africa to the Honourable

the Prime Minister and Minister Tor Ixternal AfJairs, Union of South Africae,

Care Tovne

(2) Telsyram No, 3, dated 5 March 1951, from FRIMUS (Government of the

Union of South Africa) Cape Town to Foreign, New Telhi,

{(3) JTabter No. 1Ml9/2, dated 8 March 1951, frcm the Secretary for
Enbemel Alfairs, Government of the Union of South Africa, to the Secretary
to the High Cermissicner feoir India in the Union of South Africa.

(k) Tetier No. 83-1/51, dated 17 darsch 1951 from the 3ecretary to the High
Commissionsy Jor India in South africa to the Honourable the Frime Minister
and Minister Tor Ixternal afrairs of the Union of 3south Africa, Cape Town.
(5) . Telegram No. 4 dated 21 March 1951 from FRIIUS (Govermment of the Unlcn
of South Africa) Cape Town, to Forsign, Few Nelll,

(6) Ietter No. 83-1/51, dated 28 March 1951 from the Secretary to the Hish
Commisgiocner Cor India in South Africa to the Honourable the Frime liinister

and Minister for External Affairs of the Union of South Africe, Cape Town,

———— et
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% Resolution 395 (V).
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ANNEX 1

Tetter dated 3 March 1951 from the Secretary to the High Cormmissioner
for India to the Frime Minister and Minister of External Affairs
of the Union of Scuth Africa

I have the honour to convey the folloﬁing communication from the Government
of India:
“The Government of India invite the attention of the Government of
the Union of South Africa to the resolution adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations at 1ts 315th plenary meeting on 2 Decemter 1950 and
wish to know whether the Union Government are agreeable to & Round Table
Tonference teing convened in accordance with the terma of that resoluticn,

and if so, where and when."

(signed) R. T. CHARI
Secretary to the High
Commnissioner
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ALNEX 2

Telegram dated 5 March 1951 from the Govermment of the Union of South Africa
' to the Ministry for External Affairs of India

With reference to Secretary-General's letter circulating to Member Governments
text of resolution adopted hy United Nations General Assembly on treatment of
Indians in South Africa the South African Delegation to United Nations is today
teing remuestz2d to inform him that Union Government are unable to accept General
Asseuwbly resolution as providing a tasis for any Round Table Conference since terms
.of resolution ccnstitute interventioﬁ in a mratter which is essentially within
Union's domestic Jurisdiction., The Union Government are further unable to accept
that rart of rssoluticn relating to establishment of a 3-member commission to
assist rartiss in carrying through appropriate negotiations in event of failure of
Governments concerned to hold a Round Table Conference before 1 April 1951.

Although Union Govermment consider resolution unacceptable and continue to
hold that this is a matter outside competence of United Nations they wish to make
it clear that they adiere to rolicy agreed upon at conclusion of talks with India
and Pakistan in Capetcwn in February of last year in spite of the attitude taken
up since that date by Government of India. The formula accepted by three
Governments on that occasion was as follows:

"It was agreed that a Round Table Conference be convened to explore all

rossible ways and means of settling Indian question in the Union of South

Africa, It was agreed that neither discussion under this formmla nor holding

a Round Table Conference itself would involve any derarture from or prejudice

to standpoints of respective Governments in regard to questions of domestic

Ijurisdiction".

Union Government continue to be prepared to rarticirate in a Round Table
Conference with India and Fakistan on the tasis of this formmla which allows
widest freedom of discussion to all rarties without any further conditions. Their
attitude has undergone no change whatever since formula was agreed and they have at
United Natlions and elsevwhere reiterated their willingness to procecd with
negotiations on vtasis of Capetown talks, ‘

The obstacles to summoning of a Round Table Conference lie therefore not with

Union,
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ATNEX 3

jetter dated 38 karch 1951 from the Secretary for External Affairs
of the Union of Scuth Ai'rica to the Secretary to the
Hih Commissioner Tor India

I am directed by the Prime Minister to acknowlcdge with thanks your letter
Fo. 83-1/51 of 3 March and to enclose for your inforwation a copy of a telegram
sent to the Governrents of India and Iakistan conveying the text of a statement
which the South African Telegzation to the United Nations has teen instructed to
transmit to the United Nations Secrstary-General.*

From this you will note that the Union Govermment continue to bte prerared
to rarticirate in a Round Table Conference with the Governments of India and

Fakistan on the tasis of the formula agreed upon at the preliminary talks held

in Care Town in February of last year.

*

% See 4/1787,
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ANNEX L

Letter dated 17 March 1951 from the Secretary
to the High Commigsioner for India
to the Prime Minister and Minister
for Ixternal Affairs of the
Union of South Africa

I am instructed by the Government of India to convey to you the following
communication:

"The Government of India have received. your telegram No. 3 of 5 March.
You must have already seen thcir carlier message which was communicated by
the Secretary to the High Commisgioner ¢n 3 March.

"The Government of India deeply regret that the Union Government should
heve expressed their inability to accept the resolution of the United Nations
General Assembly. The Union Government are fully aware of the reasons for
vhich no conference could be held on the btasis of the preliminary agreement
of February 1950. In the view of the Government of India, the resolution
cf the General Assembly is best designed to secure discussion of the dispute
in en vnyreiudiced atmesrthere, 16 alen séts up sultable mrachinery for helping
in the negctiations between the parties, should they unfortunately fail to
reach an agreement by themselves. Therefore the Govermment of India consider
that discussions should take place in accordance with the General Assembly!s
resclution. The Government of India would therefore request the Union
Government to reconsider their Viewpoint and would be grateful for an early

reply."

(Signed) R. T. CEART
Secretary to the High Commissioner
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ANNEX 5

Telepram dated 21 March 1951 from the Government
of the Union of South Africa to the Ministry
for External Affairs of India

The Union Government aclknowledge with thanks the views of the Government .
of India relevant to the possibilities of holding a Round Table Conference as
conveyed in letter 83-1/51 of 17 March from the Secretary to the Office of the
High Commissioner for India,

Tt is noted that the Govermment of India are of the opinion that the
proposed discussions should take place in accordance with the General Assembly's
resolution and suggest that the Union Government should reconsider their attitude
to this resoluticn. »

The Government of India's further request has been duly considered but the
Unicn Government regret that for reascns already indicated in their reply to the
United Nations Secretary-General they are unable to depért from the stendpoint
outlined in that communication., When the Cape Town Tormula was agreed upon it
wag clearly understood that neither the discussicn under the formula nor the
holding of the Round Table Conference itself would involve any derarture from
or prejudice to the standpoint of the respective Governments in regard to the
question of domestic Juriedicticn. The request of the Covernment of. India

implies that the Union Govermment should unilaterally atandon their standpoint

on this issue which they repret they are unable to do.
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ANNEX 6

Letter dated 28 March 1951 from the Secretary to the
High Commissicner for Tndia to the Trime Minister
and Minister for External Affairs of the
Union of South Africa

I am desired by the Government of India to convey to you the following

communication:
"The Government of India have carefully ccnsidered your telegram No. 4

dated 21 March 1951, They regret the Union Government's inability to

reconsider their viewpoint and have the honour to communicate the text of

a message which they have asked their Permanent Representative at the

United Nations to send to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The

message explains the Govermment of India's posifion."

2. I have the honour to enclose the text of the message to the Secretary--
General referred to above.

(sipmed) R. T. CHARI
Secretary to the High Commissioner





