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Corr.munica tion oated. 9 April 1951 <-tcldres se d to the Secrdury-Ci-enera l 
by the re:::1~anent .Hepr s• senta ti·re of lndia to t ho Unft~~~~ 

The Perrr.a.nent Repres~:mtative of ll'dLl t o the Unite d Futionn presents his 

compliments to the Se cretc:. ry-General of the Uni-t.ed F<.:ition s d.nd., w·ith refe rence to 

hJ s comraunici.ltion No. 831 of 27 .i.:urch 1951* re2,ar din1.:; t he implen:enta tion of the 

Un.i t ed Fa tions Genero.l i-\.SSembl y re solution·li-·'<- c:1 the tree. trr.ent of :r::o ople of Indian. 

ori3 :i.n in the Unicn of ::.:>outh A.::' rica, bJ.s the honour to tmnenit here ·.vith ·copies 

of the followlnt:; ccH:lr"unications : 

(l) lette r l!o. 83-l/51, dated 3 Larch 1951, frc1:1 the ~ecretury of the 

Hieh Conmi ss :L• )Ee r for India in the Unicn of ikuth Africa tv the Honourable 

tho P:cime Iviin:L:;tcr and 11:lnister :Lor Externa l Af.t'o.irs, Union of South Africa: 

Ca:rc Tc'lln. 

( 2) Tebt.;;rum Eo , 3, ClJ. t e d. 5 1'-iarch 1951, from H~I:tviUS (Government of tho 

Union of South Africt:.) Cu.re Tmvn to F oreie:;n, :New I'Glhi. 

( :; ) I·3tt :7 r JITo. ll'i l 9 /2, c\.1ted. 8 Iv:arch 1951, lrom the Secretary for 

i·~: ,. Co l'liu l ;1..i.'LJ.irs, Gcv c rnment ot the Union of South Africa, to the i3ecretary 

to t b IUt:.;l! Conlissior.er fc:.:· I nd ia in the Union of South Africd. , 

( 1~) l-+"-> '" i''o 83 1/51 .... t1 VI..t t.J ...l . ~ • - I } da te d. 17 l',:a r ·_;h 1951 from the 3ecretary to the High 

·:J omnis s ion:·~ r _;_,or India in South Africu to the Honouraole the Frir::e :tvlinister 

d.nd Hini s t e r :.:' or :2xternal r~.f:.:'u.irs of the Union o:i:' 3outh Africa., Ca:r::e To·Hn. 

(5) Telec;ram No, 4 datoo 211-~arch l 95l:Lror•l FRTI.DS (Government of the Unlcn 

of South Africu ) Ca:pe To"Wl1, to Poreic;n, Ne ·;-r JB111i. 

( 6) Lette r };o. 83-l/51, dated. 28 :tv:arch 19.5i from the Secretary to the Hi(,;h 

Corr.missioner 1'or Indid in South Africa. to the Honouraole the Frime h inistt:r 

,mel Hiniste r for Ext e rnal Aff\.l.irs of the Union o:L South ).f:ricct , Ca:r::e 'I'm-m . 

h~· n~ CJ oJ.ution 395 (V) • 
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ANNEX 1 

Letter dated 3 l~arch 1951 from the Secretary to the High Comissioner 
--r0r India to the Prime l1inister and Minister of External Affa:r:r8-

of the Union of South Africa 

I have the honour to convey the follovling ccmunica tion from the Government 

of India: 
11 The Government of India invite the attention of the Government of 

the Union of South Africa to the resolution adopted by the General Assembly 

of the United Nations at its 315th plenary meeting on 2 Decemcer 1950 and 

ivish to knovT whe ther the Union Governn:ent are agreeable to a Round Table 

Sonference ceing convened in accordance with the terms of that resoluticn, 

and if so, ,.,here and when , 11 

(Signed) R. T. CHARI 
Se cretary to the High 

C ornmissi.oner 

/ANNEX 2 



At1'EX 2 

A/1795 
Page 3 

Telegram dated 5 f.larch 1951 fr·om the Government of the Union of South Africa 
to the Ministry for External Affairs of India 

With ~eference to 3ecretary-General 1 s letter circulating to Member Governments 

text of re:Jolution adopted b;y United Nations General Assembly on treatment of 

Indians in South Africa the South African Delegation to United Nations is today 

ceing re~uested to inform him that Union Government are unable to accept General 

Assembly resolution as providing a tasis for any Round Table Conference since terms 

. of resolution ccnstitute intervention in a rr.atter which is essentially within 

Union's domestic jurisdiction, The Union Gover~~ent are further unable to accept 

tr.at put of' resoluticn relating to establishment of a 3-member commission to 

assist Iarties in c~rrying through appropriate negotiations in event of failure of 

Govei'Ilii!ents concerned to hold a Round Table Conference before 1 April 1951. 

Although Union Government consider resolution una9ceptable and continue to 

hold that this is a If!atter outside competence of United Nations they wish to .rrake 

it clear that they aol1ere to :policy agreed upon at conclusion of talks With India 

and Pakistan in Caretmm in Feoruary of last year in spite of the attitude taken 

up since that date by Government of India. The formula accepted "by three 

Governments on that occasion -was as follows: 
11 It "t<'a.S agreed that a Round Taole Conference be convened to explore all 

possible ~uys and means of settling Indian ~uestion in the Union of South 

Africa. It -vlas agreed that neither discussion under this fornrula nor holding 

a Round Table Conference itself would involve any deJarture from or prejudice 

to standpoints of respective Governments in regard to ~uestions of domestic 

jurisdiction". 

Union Government continue to "be prepared to ~rtici:pate in a Round Taole 

Conference with India and Pakistan on the basis of this formula which allows 

widest freedom of discussion to all parties without any further conditions. Their 

attitude has undergone no change whatever since formula was agreed and they have- at 

United Nations and elsewhere reiterated their willingness to proceed with 

negotiations on basis of Capetown talks. 

The oostacles to summoning of a Round Taole Conference lie therefore not with 

Union, 

/Al\lTillX 3 
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APNEX 3 

letter cated 8 l<arch 1951 from the :3ecretu.ry for External Affairs 
of the Union of Scuth Ai'r1ca to tl1e :Secretary to the 

Hi ·;h CorWlissioner for Indict 

I am directed by the Prirr..e Hinistor to uc}:nmrlcdge with t:hanks your letter 

I~o. 83-l/51 of 3 £.:arch and to enclose for your inl'omation u copy of a telegram 

sent to the Govcrnrr.ents oi Incl:ia and Jakistan conveyinG the text of a sta.terr.ent 

w·hich the South African telec:,ation to the United i'Iations :has teen instructed to 

tra.nsmit to the United l~ations Secretary-General.* 

From this ycu will note tbu.t the Union Governn:ent continue to te :prerared 

to J:articirate in a Round Table Conference l·rith the Governments of India and. 

Pakistan on the 1:asis of the forruula agreecl. upon at the prelimir.a ry talks held 

in Care Tovm in i',ebruary of last year, 

•• 
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Letter dated 17 March 1951 from the Secretary 
to the Hir,h Cow~issioner for India 
to the Prime Minister and Minister 

for External Affairs of the 
Union of South Africa 

I am inetructed by the Government of India to convey to you the following 

cormunication: 

"The Government of India have received your telegram No. 3 of 5 March. 

You. must have already seen their earlier message which was communicated by 

the Secretary ·to the High Commissioner en 3 £-~urch. 

"Th<3 C..overnment of India deeply regret that the Union Government should 

heve expressed their inability to accept the resolution of the United Nations 

General Assembly. The Union Government are fully aware of the reasons for 

Yhich n') c0nference conld be held on the basis of the :preliminary agreement 

of February 1950. In the view of the Government of India, the resolution 

cf the General Assembly is best designed to secure discussion of the dispute 

in en nt-::-r ··.~n,_c1 . .i<'Hd atr::.c8rhert·. It A.lr'l sets up suitable n:echinery fer t.el:ping 

in the negotiA.tions between the parties, should they unfortunately fail to 

reach An A.greement by themselves. Therefore the Government of India consider 

that discussions should take :place in accordance "rith the General Assembly's 

rescluti~n. The Government of India would therefore re~uest the Union 

Government to reconsider their viewpoint and would be grateful for an early 

reply." 

(Si12ned.) R. T. CHARI 
Secretary to the High Commissioner 

/ANNEX 5 
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Teler,ram dated 21 March 1951 from the Government 
of the Union of South Africa to the Ministry 

for External Affairs of India 

The Union Government aclcnowledge with thanks the views of the Government 

of Inaia relevant to the possibilities of holding a Round Table Conference as 

conveyed in letter 83-1/51 of 17 V.arch from the Secretary to the Office of the 

Hi~h Commissioner for India. 

It ie noted that the Government of India are of the opinion that the 

proposed discussions should take place in accordance with the General Assembly's 

resolution and sugcest that the Union Government should reconsider their attitude 

to this res::."~l'lticn. 

The r.overnment of India's further request has been duly considered but the 

Unicn Government regret that for rensons already indicated in their reply to the 

United. Nations Secretary-General they are unable to depart from the standpoint 

outlined in that co:rr.munication. ilhen the Cape Town formula was agreed upon it 

was clearly understood that neither the discussion under the formula nor the 

holdinr of the Round Table Conference itself would involve any deiarture from 

or prejudice to the standpoint of the respective Governrr.ents in regard to the 

question of domestic jurisdiction. The request of the Government of India 

implies that the Union Government should unilaterally acandon their standpoint 

on this issue which they recret they are unable to do. 

/ANNEX: 6 
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Letter dated_ 28 Narch 1951 from the Secretary to the 
High Commissioner for India to the Trime Minister 

and Minister for External Affairs of the 
Union of South Africa 

I am desired by the Government of India to convey to you the follmvin~:s 

comiLunication: 

"The Government of India have carefully considered your telegram No. 4 

dated 21 !;;arch 1951. They ree;ret the· Union (',.overnment' s inability to 

reconsiQer their viev~oint and have the honour to communicate the text of 

a messace which they have asked their Permanent Representative at the 

United Nations to send to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The 

message explains the Government of India's position." 

2. I have the honour to enclose the text of the message to the Secretary- · 

General referred to above. 

(Sipned) R. T. CHARI 
Secretary to the High Coumissioner 




