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· :to the ·United Nations adCI.ressed to the ' President ' 

of the. G~neral · A.ssembly 

New Yorl,c.; 27'J1ine 195l • 

. ,• . 

. With reference to the letter frpm the .Representative of the Soviet Sgcialist 

Repubfics; · ~i:t,.culat~d today a:s Q.ocument. A/1821 ~ of 5 Jun~ 1951, I. have the honour 
. . ~ . . . . ' . . . . 

to bring to ~o~r Exce:).iency's attention the following: .. 

. As you vlili recali in ~ previ~us ·.communi~~Uo~, cirqulated as doc~e~tA/1806 
, : . • . .. ·. • .' . . : . ~ •. : • . i,. . ' ~ . . > • .' ., : • • • •• • • • • • • ... 

of 25 May 1951, the Soviet Rewoesentative had transm~tted. .to you the _texts of · 

similar cables f;om "parents:'i; · 11Gr~~k Democrati~ ·_.Or~~i~ations" and the "Central 

Gonmlittee or'Greelc Refugees';, ~lhose·· . where~~ou'l!s ~e~. ,-. at tha:t time, supppsed, to 

be in Bucharest, On 4· June 195i ·I aa.dre.sse~ \o. Yo~ ·~xcellency, under No • . 3l22, 
. ~ ·. . . . . ·' . ' ~ . .! ;, . .... ' . : . . . 

the answer that this communication calle.d for, .On the day .a:f.ter, howe.ver, that . . . .. . . ,- ,- . 

_is 5 ·June, I took cognizance of the noble decision of the t~pe-member . Standing 

Connni ttee, set u:p ~e; r~-so~ut:i:on of , the Gene~a1 .Assemb.ly .. o'; . i D,ecember -.1959,,, .};./ 
: ' 

to undertake new e:L~forts for .the repatriation of the abducted .Greek children, 
·.·' . '• . . .' . . . . . ; . - .. ~ 

detained in Kominform c_ountr.ies~ 1Hshing to facilitate, as much as ..I could, .the 
• · . . . · !'. . • · .•. : . 

Standing Committee in its arduou~ task· so generously und,e;rtaken; I asked you to 
. . . .. .. . 

defer the l"-3lease and circulation of my answer .to Mr. Malik' s communication, lest 
' ' ' ~ I . , ' , , ' , ·, . . • , l ' • - ' . . • . 

. my reaction be construed as polemics which might hinder :the . . Committee 'l:l ·. - , • - . . . . . . -. . : . -.. . . 

endeavours. 

· I dit'l so. also in the hope that our forbearance might render the 

Representative of the Soviet S.ocialist ·Republics ~bla .to botter. tllo.ugnts 
·' ·.,.. . . . 

in the interests of the Stand.ing · Conll!1i ttee-'s humanitarian work .. ·.As .. a matte~ . of ... .... 

f.act 1 anticipated .that Mr., ~alik._ vlould call a ha,lt to .the · flow of . propaganda, 

whatever its origin, .from behind· the Jron Curtain, by not transmitting find. 
. . . . j . ' 
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and comillent1ng on 11cables of protest" from the ~· lf'tt'I;G-wa~s tit t.ht;. h1dcoWI 

or.I.InB (if at~~tion. 

I sincerely regret that lif3 sanguine expections came to naught. Under the 

circumstances I calieve that to leave Mr. Malik's polemical literature unanswered; 

far from assisting the honourable delegates from p~eden, Peru and the Philippines 

in their efforts, mey- place them under a handica~. That is the reason why I 

respectfully request Your .Exce'llency to kindly cause . this letter, together with 

ley" previous one 1 No. 3122 ·of 4 June 195l!(to be circulated as General Assembly 

documents and to be distributed as such to the delegations accredited to the 

United Nations-.. 

Needless to say that ~hat I said in my letter of 4 June with regard_ to the 

cables from Bucharest, ~olds true als·o for the co:rtmlunications of Mr. Malik's 

correspondents from Bud~:pest. "P~re'nts", as w~ll as "Greek Democrat-ic 

Organizations" and "Centrai Col!Jillit~·~, of Creek Refugees" are made up of the same 
. . . . . 

· substance in both cases. So I leave refutation to the eloquence of the facts. 

:Ava:l.ling J.'cy'Self Of the ;present occasion~ ' J · should like to refer at the same 

time to. another letter from the Soviet RepresentU.tive 'Which has been circulated · 

as document A/1798 on 7 May 195i, ,.as providing another striking evidence of the 

lip service Mr. Malik is pay'ing to elementary truth by requesting the circulation, 
. . . 

as General Assembly documents, of such baseless communications, thus shouldering 

a major part of . respoi1Sib1lity • This letter referred to another group of children 

repatriated from Yugoslavia, among ~hom, so the letter ran, were Christos Dimou 

"whoso ·parents' Boris Alexandr6s and Velika are in the People 1s Democracies" 

~ 1 thout specification· as to tho country, an<i, Symeon Trifonidis whose "~other 

Stephania is also in the People's Democracies". 

· An exhaustive inquiry · of the former's case has established tho fact that 

not only has he not beeri repatriated, but that his repatriation has never been 

asked for by filing a request to tb1s effect. 

As to tho case of S~on Trifonidis, a formal request was presented by his 

father;~ John Trifonidia,' re'siding in Greece, and vested -with the paternal 

authority. This request ~as granted, after full examination by tho reprosentatiVEB 

of. the Red Cross organizations and the Yugoslav Re.d Cross. As for the child's 

mother, to llhom roferonc~ · 1s made in Mr.- Malik's letter, .she ~as forcibly 

/abducted 



A/1839 
Pago 3 

abducted by communist guerillas. The honourable representative of th$ Soviet 

Un:ton would, I think, rend.er signal service to the cause of truth, which he is 

:pretending tO . ~~fel).~J. if )~1~ - . t;rf~d :~~ _C~,n'ffP?~ _. hi~ q()V()~P,t __ ,to a~l~'W ,, .. ' 

representatives -~f- -the -R~d- Cr~ss - ol?ga.nizatiollfl .to _;i{isit Ste~hania Trifonidis; 

somowhere in the People 'a Democracies; "in .. ol.'Ue~ t~· ~scertain her "freo will". 

I reiterate, ... Mr. President, m,y deep regret for Mr. Malikts insistence on 

en8aging. in :polomic.s, in ~ _question that t~ Gree* Government ana: the ' Greek 
' ' . . ·. . ~ . . . .. . . 

:people, . in. full go:ncor(i.a;nce· with the General Assembly resolutions, corisid.or fi.S ·; . 

belongi~ excl~sive.ly to . t}l(3 humanitarian plane . on which the efforts of the·· 
, . .· _., . ' . . . . ' . 

Secretary-Genera;!. of the United. Nations, of the Red Cross organizations as well 
~ - - f • . • • • ' • . • • • 

as of '\;he . Stand.ing Committee are e~f?rted. 

:{S i t:nbd) · Alex'iS KYROU i 

. ?oriiiD."ilcnt RopresontaMvo of Greece 
·' " ·· .·. t6 too united,' Nations · 

/ANNEX 



·Letter dated '4 Juno· 1951 hom tho Permanent Representative qf . 
Greece· to tho United Nations addressed to , the' President of 

tho General Asson1bly 

Now .York; 4 J\mo 1951 
. . 

On 22 May 1951, the Perma.nen~ Ropreso.~t~tivo of the Union of .Soviot S()ci~lis'l? . 
' I ' •• _.. ' i..: ,' ' ' .,. -o ' ' ' 

Republics saw fit to address to Your Excellency a ~otter transmitting the texts or 

"throe telegrams,. re~ci;cd f~~m ~ucharost, f~om parents of Greek chil~ron, from a .. ' - . ' ' . ' ' . ' , ·, ' . ." . . . . 

number,of Greek democratic organizations and from tho Cen~~al Committee fqr Greek 
' • . ' · , •, . • •I . ,. ·: - ,; : 

Refugees 1 cnorgetically protesting against tho forthcom:tng dispatch of 220 G~ek 
. . .. ' . 

children from Yugoslavia to Groece without their parents 1 consent"~ This letter, 

on Mr. Malilc's request, h~·s licep c1~oula.tcd to all delegations to the United 

Nations. as do~~nt A/180~ .. d~tcd 25 :~·1951. 
·,·~ ...... .... . . 'c '· ' r • ' ' 1.; f • • ./1- - '0. • ; , . ,~ • • ••• ,. •" 

As ~our Excellency is aware, tho United Nations have, since :1.91~8 1 striven 

to put tho question of the repatriation of tho Greek children abducted by 

Conmnu1ist guorillas in its true perspective. The relevant resolution of the fifth 

General Assembly echoes this effort, since it docs recognize "that every po;3sible 

effort should be made to restore tho children to their homos, in a humanitarian 

spirit detached from political or ideological considerations". 

Your Excellency is also aware of tho response of tho Korninform countries to 

th1a hurn.o.nitarian approach. 11Not a single Grook child" • as it is stated in the 

ropo~ of tho International Commi ttoo of tho Rod Cross and tho League of Rod 

Cross Societies and. of tho Secretary-General to tho fifth Gonoral Assembly -

"has yet been returned to his native land and, oxcopt for Yugoslav ia, no country 

harbouring Greek children has taken dofi~ite action to comply with the resolutio1w 

unanimously adopted in two successive years by tho General Assembly". No progress 

'Whatsoever, except in tho case of Yugoslavia has been registered since then. What 

is moro, tho Kominform countries, in order to cover the ir negative attitude, arc 

trying by transparent dovicos of a kno'Wn pattern, to make propaganda capital out 

of a hideous crime which has afflicted thousands of Greek families, 6rQUSed the 
conscience of tho civilized world and slurred tho reputation, I am afraid, of our 

century. 

· "Tho letter 'Which tho PcrtllEinc.int Roprosentativo of tho Union of Soviet 

/Socialist Republics 
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Socialist Republics addressed to you on 22 May 1951 should, I beliovc, have 

dispelled tho last shred of doubt, if any existed, as to tho real motives and 

intentions of tho Kominform govertu:nents with regard to the question of the abducted. 

Grook chilo.ron. It is also intorosting to noto that the signers of the telegrams 

contained in this letter have, on different occ&sions, but al~ays for the n3eds of 

the Conummist cause, served. as "Ministers" of a eo .. callod. "Popular Democratic 

Govcrnmont of Grecco" set up in some Kominform COWltry with Soviet aid, as 

''Fighters for tho Greolt IJOOplo 11 or as "Presidents" of non-o:x;istont organizations 

doco:rotod. with tho much ubusod work 11d.emocratic 11
• The "protests" of tboso mod.crn 

Protouses, who arc but the very abductors of tho Greek children, Mr. Malik saw 

expedient to endorse in his last lottor. 

This letter is also d.iroctod against ~ country ~hich, after negotiations 

conducted und.or tho auspices of the intornat;ional Ecd. Cross organizations, is nov1 

restoring abducted Greek children to their parents. The repatriation of these 

children is supoJ:Yisod. by tho asencies dosigna.tcd by the General Assembly 1 that is 

the International Committee of the Rod Cross and the League of :Red Cross Societies, 

which opcrato on tho basis of thoroughly scrutiniz.od demands submitted by tho 

parents of the abducted children. Representatives of those agencies also supervise 

tho actual restoration of the repatriated children to their parents. 

In view of the these easily ascertainable facts and 1n the faco of the crude 

cynic ism exhib1 tad. by the K$1ntoli'!ll. s~ta ill their attet!lltt t4'J ~t!.t7 ~if 

flagrant violations of the Charter and the most elementary rules of international 

law, one is loft confused and dis~ed at. their flouting of the accepted standards 

of international ni.orality. 

I loo.ve this case, however, Sir, to the jud~nt of the Member States and I, 

therefore i have thq honour to request the circulation of my letter, as a General 

Assembly document, to their delegations at the United Nations, 

Alexis KYROU 
Pe:nna.nant Eepresentative of Greece 

to the United Nations 




