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Sixth session
FEQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA FPOR REVISION OF 'THE
CHINESE TEXT OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PRAVENTION
AND PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME (F GENCCIDE

Memorandﬁm by ‘the Ssecretary-Genernl

1. The General Assembly, by resolution 260 (IIT) of 9 December 1948, approved
‘the Convenﬁion on the Prevention and Punlshment of the Crime of Genocide. In
accordaencs with artlele XIIT thereof, the Convention ceme intc force on

12 January 1951,

2. ‘Afticle X of the Convention provides:

"The préaent.Conﬁention, of vhich the Chinese, Englich, Frencjg
Russisn and Spanish texts are egually authentic, chall bear the date of
9 Decembsr 1948".

-3, Article XVI of the CJonventlon provides:

"A request for the revision of the present Convention may be m?de at
any time by any Contracting Psrty by means of a notification in writlag
addressed to the Secretary-General.

The General Assembly shall decide upon the steps, if any, to bé teken
in respect of such reguest”.

k., The Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations signed the
Convention on 20 July 1940 and, on 19 July 1951, he duly deposited with the
Secretafy-eeneral the formanl instrument of ratification by his Government of
the Convention. This instrument accepted the Comventlenm by refersmce to the
Chinsse title and in the form which had been made authentlic by the adoption of
article X by the Gemsral Asesembly.

5. Concurrently, however, with his deposit of the instmment of acceptance by
Chinarof the Convention, the Permanent Representative transmitted to the
Secretary-Gaheral A letter in whilch he requested the latifer to take steps to
revise the official Chinese text of the Conventlon. Ee submitted a new Chinese
text incorporating the amendments vhich were proposed by his Government with a
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view to bfinging the Chinese text into greater uniformity with the ¢ther officlal
toxts of the Convention. The Secretarynceneral formally acknowledged receipt of
the proposed rovised text but noted that, in view of the provigions of article X
and of the Taot that the Convention had been edopted and had entered into forge,
the texta in all Tive officlal languages were equally auﬁhentic and he was,
therefore, without authority to undertake thair rovislon.

6. The Permanent Rerweseritative of Chinsa thercupon coﬁfirmed that his letter
transmitting the proposed rorised text ghovld T deetwd to congtitute the
notification in writing adireceed to the Secretary~General in accordance with
article XVI of the Conventicw, by which an& Consraching Party may at any time
request revision. The Sebrsfary-conﬂral has axrcridingly placsd upcn the
provisional agenda of the sisth session this rsquest of the Chinese Govermment

- in order that the Gensral Assembly mny, in conformity with the becond paragraph
of article XVI, “decide upon the steps, 1f any, to be taken in respect of such
roquest” . | |

- kb ar





