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1. The General Assembly, by resolution 260 (III) of 9 December 191~8, s:[Jproved 

· the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crl.me of' Genocide. In 

acoordrmce ~lith article XIII thereof., the Convention came into force on 

12 January 1951. 

2. Article X of the Convention provides: 

. "The pr~sent Conv-ention, of whtch the Chinese, English, Freno~, 
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, chall bear the da" of 
9 December 1948" • 

3. Article XVI of the Convention provides: 

"A request for the revision of the present Convention :may be made at 
any tim by any Contracting Party by means of a notifice.tion in wri:tinc; 
addressed to the Seoretary-C~neral, 

The General Assembly shall decide upon the ste~s, if any, to be taken 
in respect of such request" . 

4, The Pei'IIJB.Ilent Repreaentati ve of China ·to the United Nations signed the 

Convention on 20 July 1949 and, on 19 July 1951, he duly deposited with the 

Secretary-General the formal instrtu:nsnt of ratification by his Government of 

the Convention. This instrument accepted the Convention by reference to the 

Chinese title and in the form which had been made authentic by the adoption of 

~rtiole X by the General Assembly, 

5. Concurrently, however, with his deposit of the instrument of e.ocepta.nco by 

China of the .. Convention, the Pel'llla.llflnt Representative transmitted to the 

Secretary-General ~;~. letter in 1qhich he requested the latter to take steps to 

revise the official Chinese text of the Convention. Ee submitted a nelr Chinese 

text incorporating the amendments which were proposed by his Government 1/,ith a 
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view to bringing the Chinese text into greater uniformity with the other official 

texts of the Con~ntion. The Secretary•General formally acknowledged receipt of 

the proposed revised text but noted that, in view of the provisions of article X 
and of the fact that the Convention had been adopted and had entered into· force,· 

the texts in all five official languages ~rmre squally a1,1tbsntic and he was, 

therefore, without authority to Undtirtake their revision. 

6, The Permanent Rep:::-oser,tative of China ther<>upon confirmed that his letter 

transmitting tha · l'!'Oj?Oiled r-9Vised. te;xt Eh<:>Uld ·o, desli!<;d. to consti t.uts the 

notification in ~r.ri ting adC.recsed to ·the Seal-e "t2,:,·y·G~nr.ra.1 in ac.cora.ancs ;nth 

article XVI of the Co:tiventic~_. by 1rhich any Ccn '1<:-?,ci;) .•113 Pe.t"~~y my at e.ny time 

request revision. · Tte Seors~·Go:wral has a~"crii.ir.g).y plaosd up:n tl:e 

provisional agenda of the Si.'C'oh seeeion Ul/-S T<liJ.Uest ::>f the Chinese Govermnent 

in order that- the Genere.l Assembly :may, in conformity ~rith the second paragraph 

of article XVI, "decide u:pon the steps, if a:ny, to be taken in respect. of such 

request". 
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