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ORth:rntij . :gN'GLIS:B: 

1. '~h'rauilri~ j,6 paragrp.ph 3 of resolution 461 (V) adopted .by the Gehera:L :A:aa'einbly 

on 12 l'lecembor 1950, the following J:!I'Ogross . report: on ·the pormanont .Headq\fu.i':~rs 

of tho United Nations is submitted to the General Assembly at ita sixth session • 

. l;,, The ~ec.ro,t.ary~General feels much satisfaction in reporting tha:t th~ 

perma;nel).t ]i!oe,dquarters w,aa officially estublishod oariy in Jo,nus,;ry' 19.5]., on. the 
' " ·' .· ' ,_-_ ( . . 

Mq.!lha.ttan .. sl;tp ~;n.New York City, This significant milestone. in tho].~!~ of .~e 
oi!gq.qi~atio!l ,waa ,t>a<~sod u little moro th.~ threo yours after tl\e app:roval. of .tho 

. ~1 "W.ot.~al.,PlMs' b;,; the &moral AaseJIIbly during the latter part. of 1 te . ·:·- - . - ' ·-. . ' . . : - . . . . .. ,. 

second sqaaion,:l:n 1947, ar.d slightly loss than two yea.i:-s .. aftor• actual .co.:Q.stru~tion . ' ' . ' ' ' -. . 
WG·:startod, ~o aeooir.mOdatlon at Lake Suocoss has now been v~J,cated .. Qnd tbs\:L 

. . .. '. - ." _.-( ' .. 
s;b Eluehi1ne:will. bo vacated in the naor future • 

. ·, . . . ' . 
3·. :r;p. viowo:c;lf tho fact'that considora'\lle descriptive materiul was incl1!9,!;!d.in 

~- . . ·-·. . . ·; . ' - . . . - . ... . '' ··'- ·' 

the Socretary·Goneral's report on the Hoo.dqunrtors submitted o.t the fifth S!!f3<1ion 

of tho General Assembly (A/1392 /Rev .1, dated 26 Septomb.er 1950), tho present 

repor.t. i.s confined lll£1inly ·to a s.tatomont of progress*. 

II. CONSTROOTION PROGRESS 

A. Socretar!at :Building 

Jt... The fleoro.ta:riat. Office Building was in suffioi<lnireadiness fp thtl'si.uil'JOOr of 
\ ,, , -· ,. _, , : • • •• •• • • I • , ' 

1950 to porlllit •l>ll!llD .. .of.the staff to move from Lake Success to thelr 'iwl'IIEl.ri£int 
• - · .. ·- '· ... " ·•··· '·-·"·" ·-· '·· ·_- _ .· -_,<: " · :; ·• ·v · _:_, ~-~' >ot-'-i _-;·_ -.· · ,-~~- t ' 

locatJ.pns ~; }3~~~!l}"~.flug,U!3t 1950 \J.!ld Jurie 1951,. tiie. e:ili;.ire ~t~lff was. accoinincda~d 
~n. 1-h~ q~it(l~,;~t~or.with 1f~iso!l:''or:d.6~fii 'to~ ~p6cia'ijzed. agencio_a·, 'itri(i . 

. ;:l : .. .'1: ._,,, .: '•- ~- ·. 
* Tho Headquurtors Advisory Committee considered o.nd approved thS report in draft· 

form. 
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offices· for the Press ani other public information org&"ltzattons • 

5. .Th~f Secretariat Building he.s nov been ·accepted f'rom the oontrac tors and the 

originally spectfied •·rork }ms ~een CO!llpletad, It should be pointed out, however, 

that tnt ttal plans had envisaged the immediate use of only thirty~ftve of ,t\le 

thirb,y··nine f:Coors; four were to be left unco>[pleted as an expansion area, As a 

matter of r.ecesstty, in order to provide office facilities for unforeseen staff 

requirements, such as the Unit~d Nations Iute~ttonal ChUdren' s :Emergency Fund 

and the Technical Assistance Board, the Tecbr.tcal Assistance Administration; and 

liaison offices for the Horld Health Orgo.nization and the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgailtzatton, all but t'WO floors of' the . 

building have been finished and are in use, 

B. 2s>nference~ildi:9£ 

6. Tne Conference Building, housing the Security Council Chamber, the Economic 

ancl Social Caunctl Chamber and ·the Trusteeship Council Chalilber, as well as 

three large conference roon:s fw the Main Comut ttees of' .the General Assembly, 

toee ther with appropriate offices' lounges and corrtclors' is no~r tn the t'l'IJ!".l 

stages of completion, JUl except the Trusteeship Councn Chamber wtU\~ ftnisheC •, 

by1. Jariuary 1952, On the up:,;>er story of this structure, a a:.;legates' 

. re¢taurant and. a .e taff cafeteria will soon be ready for use, The lowo· levels 

of'ct1re c6nrerence llutld.it1[;, containing document reproQ:uction areas, work: spaces, 

· .. storage ip'latforms and. the .service roacl, have been comple.ted and in use for several 

q. General Assembly Building 

7; '·-Th~ C:.eneral Assembly Building, containitlg the auditorium for plenary 

meetings, a foux·th large conference ;room fori-lain Committee'meetitlJB 1 other 

smaller. collll(lttte~ rooms, public areas, telecommunications control centre, studios 

and appropriate off'L~es, l0\1n,:;ee and c trculatton areas, is sche<bled for 

completion tn the summer of 1952 •. The structural steel has been erected, stone 

ta bel!lg set; and tt ts now hoped that; ih spt te of a number of delays in the 

·,d.e',l,tvery of rraterlals, the' 'building .can. be closed in before tnc1ement ~rtnte;:::. 
' . . . . . 

weather sets ln. H t·s theref-ore m,~st Hk:ely that the b1J.tlding can be ftfl.ilifhed 

on schedule. 

/D, Garar;e 



D. garage 
8. The garage, cou8tl:'u~te"d. rin 'threJ urid.et-ground levels to house a total c,rf 

l,500automobtles,' has been completed.,and. about two.:thirds of the space ts in 
. . . -

use, the remainder ·being occupied tellip6rartly by construction faotlittes and 

s to:rage. 

E. Library 

C). The ll'.anhattan Office Butld.lng, the Geven:.story office butldtng acquired from 

the Ctty of New York at the. time of theacq\ltsttton of the entire stte,ha.s now 

become the Library and. ts in use. The top floor wlll continue to be occupied. by 

the MilttaryBtaff'.COllllllittee, .. Essential alterations have been made, and unttl 

S'.lch time as an extensive plan of recor.str~~tt~;g and re~de:Llins tho building con 

be undertaken to harmonize it wl. th the adja~ent new buildings and. to proVtd.e 

expand.ed factH ttes for the LibrarYr the .present m:rangements will continue. 

F, Teleeo~unicattons --
.:J.O, An i,!ll:flortant part of the Heall.quarters Ccmstr.1ctibripro.ject ts the 

te.~ecommuntcattons equiplllBnt which is noli oet~'l installed, ·Under thts heading 

. rm.y be . .J.nclU9.(;'ld tjle st~-channel stn;ultaneous interpretation system for the three 
·• ' ,- .. I, ... 

C;.>I!Jl(ltl C~bers,. the four conference ro-::>ms 1 the four colllllli ttes roome and. the 
. '.:,-·-· . ' ) :- . ' 

General Assembly, hall; sound. ·re-enforcement for the 'various meeting rooma, studios 

:,and. recordi.ng equipment for seven brOa.dcasting studios; a ll.ial telephone system ·- .... _. ' . ' . ' ' 

for. collllllUnicatton between various operation centres; a loudspeaker office 

.d,istrtbutton system from the meeting rooms to certain off'tces; television 
' • I ' 

eqU1.PI!Le1'!tJ a centraily controlled· clock system) and miscellaneOUS pllGtllg and public 

address devices, .MUch of the equipment ·from Lake Success and Flushing has been 

used,. Vhile other "l.ntts are new an(i ()f the latest design. 'The general quality 
'· _, 

of the sound will be considerably above 'that which has been obtained .in the various 
- _,_, . .• ._ ~- ., '. . . ' -.:. ~ ' ' ' ._ -- . 

temporary meeting rooms. A new arid' n:uch lighter ea.r'·pteoe for delegates and 

advisers ts one feature which is be'i:ng added.; Other' tlll'proved· features will, be 

.e.vtdent l.n. the television and radib 'biOad.casts. 
' .. 

.. -:,:-··' 

G .•. Wldsc~ 

ll. Preliminary la.n,dsce.pl.ng plans fgr the entire stte have been made·~nd. some .. ·,_, . . . 

detailed. plans, including paving and planting,. have a;J.ready been executed. in the 

areas adjacent t-::> the Secrebe.rta.t'':Sutlditlg. and the Library. Large green open 

/spaces will 
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spaces will characterize the site north of the buildings, with suitable approaches 

for the main public entrance at the UCirth end of the General Assembly futlding. 

The plaza at the 4c(th Street e-ntrance will be carried across the· site to the 

rt ver •. 

12. As a part of the landscaping, a small playground is to be constructed for 

young chtldn1n on a plot 100ft. x 140ft. (30.48 m. x 42.67 m.) at the extreme 

north-eastern corner of the site. This area will not only serve as an interesting 

feature of the site development, but will compensate those living in the 
' 

neighbourhood of the United Nations for the two City playgrounds which were 

displaced when the site was assembled. Use of the space.will be entirely 

'controlled by the United Nations • 

. III. NEW YORK CITY CONSTRUCTION IN TirE HEADQUARTERS AREA 

13. The authorities of the City of New York have pressed forward their 

procramme for improvements around· the site, although they have been handicapped 

somewhat by an inabtlity to get butlding n:atertals on time, and costs estimates 

for the work t.o be· c<J.rried out by the City have increased very markedly because 

of the general ::~rtce rises throu15hout the entire construction industry, It.ts a 

fact worthy of note that the City has continued its original. plan of improving 

42nd Street, First Avenue, 47th Street and 48th Street tn the face of the 

tremendous rise in costs over those on which the preliminary estimates of 1:147 

were based, when the .joint programme of the United !lations and the Ctty was 

•;mdertaken, The present schedule provides for the completion of work: by the 

City in 1952 and this ·schedule appears to be reasonable tf all the materials can 

be obtained, Work on the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive 1 which has been done by the 
. . 

City with United Nations funds, has been practically completed. It wtll be 

realized that the cantilev9rtng of the buildings and the no;.thern part of the 

stte over the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive has resulted not only tn an increased 

area of land for the United Nations: but also has added greatly to the 

monnmentali ty and himdsomeness of the Conference :Building design. Improvements 

on the drive at 48th Street ana 42nd.Stre.et will add creatly to the efficient flCfl.; 

-of traffic to and from the Hoad~uarters area. 

IV. FINAl~CIAL REPORT 

14. In the preliminary pl,ans for the Head~uarters, which wsre first sulmittted 

to· the General Assembly in 1947 (A/311) 1 the cost for the completed project was 

/estt!IVl-ted at 



estimated at $$4 ,831.,450, After consultation wt th vsrtous authort ties 1 the 

budget was reduced t'o $65,obo,ooo an<! 'work ~as i~~tht~ly oo~n on the revtsion 
' ' ' . ' - . . \ - . . . . .- ~ . 

of the plans to fit within the new estimated ftgura··or cost, · 

15. Reductions were made in the stze and scope o:f the proj~ct inorder to meet 

the. new budgeted· cost, As late as the spring ;f 1950,1 t 'waefelt' by the 
' ' ' ~ • - . ! - ' ' . 

Head.quarters Planning Office that the totalproject could. be completed within 

the newly~established. budget. These plans were quicldy.upset by the world-wide 

increase in costs and. by material shortages which have entailed considerable 

delay. It became apparent fn.the autumn.of l\150·t~t the :l,oan funde mtght not· 

be suf:ftctent; thls fact ~s c:alled to the attentton of the Ftfth Committee by 

the Assistant Secretary-General for Administrative· and Financial Services and· 

~he Director of Planning when they appeared 'before that Committee, The problmn 

was discussed with the Chairman of the Board of Auditors, and tt was decided at . .. . . 
that time that·~ beca~se of lack of \alowledge as to the full impact of price 

increases upon the construction prograDmw, the matter of a request for additional 

funds should be d.eferred until the stxth sesston of the General Assembly,;' at 

which tlme deftni ti ve figures would be available to present to the Assembly, 

16. A new budi;et ts being prepared gi vtng effect to the estimated tncrea~~d 
cost a~ will be submitted later to the General Assemblyat its sixth session, 

together _with proposed plans for financing, 

17. Under. the procedure specified, in the Loan Agreement with the Government 

of .t))e Untted States of America, seventeen requests for funde have been issued 

thr~U(lh 31 August l;l51, The t~tal of these requests amounts to $53 1 568~825,03 
withdrawn against the loan fund of $6s,ooo,ooo provided for the constl"Uction of 

the pf;lrmanent Headquarters •. 

18. A re~payment of' $1,000,000 to the United States Governnient was made on 

l July 1Sl5l from regular United Ha.ttons appropriated funds, pursuant to the te:rw: 

of the Agreement. The next instalment of $l,boo,ooo wtll become due on 

l July 1;!52 •. 

V. ART Am> D:&::ORATIOU 

l;J, As reported at the fifth a·ession of' the General Assembly, thought has been 

given to the subject of art ~ deooratton ln the Headquarters buildings, and a 

'Board of Art Advtsers,, ap;ppinted in 1750 for the purpose, of asststtng the 

Secretary-General in poltcy de~istons and tn the con&tderatlon of vartous offers 

/of art 



'· ' 1 •,·•.-.~'! ~·." ;•.~·· '!(IJJ"···.·j_:·,·~;:;·::·· :.":>'\;\ \'~: ·,. L:_ •. • ... · , ·· •• .. ·~-· .• ·. 
of art obJects, hall continued i;o tunctton, Tbere are a nwnber ot spaces tn tbe 

. '·:·· · ... ; :~·· . . .. ,_;-, .. ~~-'·· .··:_;\·.· i;''!:(:·· ··; .: ·.,;\._,·· .... : ~ ~:!_;. '" ,. ..:. ; 

Secretariat Eutldtng, .tb\1 Cont'erence :Bu,\J:dlns.a.nd tbe_ G,enera~JI.EJ'!emb,l;y llui,ld~ng 
•. • ·' .'.. '. !..'. ~ '.. ' · , ' . : . . • •; '.,. :0. · f , • 0 ,, ,. ~. ' ' • , · , I • ,· ' 

wh.tc~ ooV? ~ee..!! :~>la.!)rul~ to r~cei v'!."de9.orati ve tre,a~T1h. eu7:n ,as .mur~l ~1nttngs 
and sculpture, ~,~;a ·~!1. Lntesral part ,Qr,jhe a,;chttec~~al d~sign. · ,, . ·. ··. 

' . '• 

2~. ?'h:r~uf!.~qu t. 1].he r+~\ ;yaar1 •. tl,l,e., 1!10~ ~ et~Lf't()ant, davel?pll!<3nts .m.,!e , ~,'!~ th-,l, 

• ~e,~.<;.~~ton and PI'ocura,ment '?.f .~nt\IF~9~ da~,oratidns and fu,rnt~,~~n.is ro: t~e. . ... 

s~cre~tat }\li~d!,ng ~nd ~h~ Conre;r:(!n~~ ·Bul,ldtng. ·In tht~ co~e.:x:ton, the 
,. . . - ; • ' • ' ·. ; • . ' . . ·.' ( J ~.. .. • . . • ' .•. r. 

~~1oratt?p- of ~he .tlp'~.e Co~i:). Co/lll!b.,er,~~ ~W'o~ ~1.fts, fro~ perJJUar,k1 ~rmm.y.and 

Swede.Jt he,,e. pro'lJ,':eS.fled. and ':'llll .b,e .n,es.rly CO!If~lat~d by_ thE!. end of ~951.,. Sp,ectal ·. . ·, .·.· •' .. '' . . . - . . . ' .· ~ . .,, .. · .' \,\ .. '. . .. ' . ' .. . ' . . . 
floor covfirin3s 1 .wall cov:eril'l[;£1, ;r:~Utn3~, ~oors.1 .cetl~rl.(l d.e.signs an4 SOIIIS a;r.;t 

.. . . ·' . .. . ' . . .. . . ~ . . . . . . .. ' . . .. .. .r.... " . . 

o!J~e.cta have bee,n J!lstallad., 

,21, II); lfeneral, however, the se~ectto.~ o~ lll,:r,Ge,,l{'?.rlce of,art,f'~r thiJ. 

, embellislu,n.ent of f!Pectal BJ;Ilic;ea .. now belll:8. <;:,OJJWlf!ted h,as. ~en pos~pqne~ }\nttl );he 
., '· .. . .. , .. -. . · ·~..... ·· ·.=.·•· •,L.· •. -._ ·' · .. .· ...,,_.. • .•. -,i.• .,,, ... ..· .. 

. ()Qt)Str•lotiqn .has reached. tt,£1 final;,sta,.sep~ I,nter.ior qntshe~ }lB·V:E/. been 
• <. ~ ' • '' .• • • .. • ' • ' • • • ' • ' " ' ·' • • ' • '· • ,. ' •• . ,. . • •. 

determ.tned.tp mqst cases .'oY ·:~he ll,r:eht,tsc ~u:r;al, ;re'tlll,fementf! IJf, t~e. :r~o~~: a~t 
corridors. AHhougl). many nrttats, acu.l,ptors .and theJr ,;r:epresen~ttvas J~ave .. 

... ' ,;· '·.. . : . '.'. . ;, .. · .. , . . "'' . · •. ' ,/ .. . ' : .- '· . . ; ... .:: .. · . '' .. 
applte~ .. for OPI!ortuntttefl tq part,t,cLJ;Ilite. tn. the final qnqo~qo!l, T\0. ~t .worlce 

. .,. - . • . . . . .• .· ' • ·.. ' .. . .. • . .~ ' ·' >< </' ,. 

have \>een .pur.chaseii and .no commtsstollf) have qeen given except tlwfle ,by ~!ember· 
~ ;· .. ,· ... , . : .·,_· . .'.· · .. ..; ·~"' ;,., .. ·~ ... ,;•·.;.·.·,,-.., ':. : .. '· .. : .: ... ' ... : . .''.' -' .... ···• '·.. . .. 

States ln connexion wtth gifts, .. . 
' ; '~ 

22 •. :r:t may be mentioned here that much of .tne .interior furntshifi6S find. furnttur 
' · .• :... ·.:·. . . '; • 1'·. .·• . ·\; .· ",. ·•· .. '·.,. • . . . :_.; : • .. : .. . ; "·~· ",; ._,. ·. "· . J -~ 

has b€len .Procured qutsid.e the United. States of America as a result Of the .•. 

'-'qrld~wlde 'pu;~h~sl,~ pr~dra~e,'' Si;~een~ol.!ntrtes !J.re re~e~ent~d in furnitUrG 

.. ~~d\~'ittJ,~s: .. A{l the flqqr c~vering tn the G~nfarence )uUdtrig~ a total of 
·'' . :•n· . . , .. . .. . . , ... - . . .... 

. 14,170 line-~r yn~ds (12, '157 .metres l ,' was proclire<i rrom :France a~d. the ·united 

Kt~d.om, Fabric for curt,ntns and. draJ;l~:rtes, totaline 5, 762 'yards (5~269 met:r;~s): 
.. c~me, fr~rrt ·~.~-i~, c~~-~~~~sl,o~ina.;, the~ Hetl!e~:lattds; s~edan, ·the i:ini·~;d Kit;gdom 

... ' ' '· ' . . .. . . .. . •·· ' .. . . 

and the United State.s .o.:( Ainertca. · .. -., ,. . . . .. ' . ,·, . 
\' 

VI, GIFTS 

23, Throughout the year increa:;J.tne.tn~erest .has been shown by the governmonts 
.:· .. :.:. -:..···. . .. \ · .. : .. \;'~ . ' 

ofM~mper: St:;t.Els .a'}d,other /"G~nnes .t,n ma\fl!)t; •d.cm~,ttqp.s ~nd approp~iate gif~,~; 

.:t?: the U~~ tEl d. !{a~ tol?-13. fo:r; ;we i)'l the }!Eiad<J,uarye:t:~. ,In ~d.di t i?T!, to t,he qtrts 1 of 

Denma~~~ ~.?;~-" ~nd"s'W\?,dit~ ~gr •.• :f~. ~~,~~r~~t?tJ 9f :~he t~r~e. C_o~~cl.l ·~~ers ~· the 

.,UP.~~e<J.,K~11e.~o~~ha~. ,lln_~e-~~~·~~~ the, },lft~,~(or.,~~~~~~,an~ ·:i~fni,~h~~ .. ?r .·~ oC)mm~tt~e 
/room, to be 
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room, to b~J known as CO!lllll.tttee.:R(!Olll .. S~:~y_e;r:l•,.J,ocat.\ld tn a central place tn 
. .... l. .. · - " ' " . ' ..•. '"-· '~ .. • . ' - ' . - -; 

GBneral Assembly Butld.tng •. , 

24, Offer.s of most_ sutt~ble g~ft!l4. ,tnt!Ja fort~~. qf: WQ()ds mttve to the_ 
. ' .. "· --·· ,. . ~- "" .·-

tho;~ 

respective land.f!,have b~en ~>eoepted frolll.Jil>e PhJ.liEp.i'(lef! for the.wal1s of the 
' - '. ·-. - ' ._ ~- ,"• _,_ - - -- -~- .. ·. ' 

G-eneral-Assembly audi tortum1 fr;pm /'Jew_ .Zealand for .. t'b.~ ~sembly lobby, from the 
. - - "' . . . ~ . •._ ; -- ' - . 

Union of South Africa_ fo:r; the ,elevated podium and. rpstr,um of the .Assembly 
. ' - -· _, '" " ''·- -· ' -_. 

au.dttortum, and from Australia fgr. the execu_ttV<;l o;t'_ftces :l.n the Assembly 
' _, -· . ' . ,_., ' - . ' -· . ·,· .· . . ' 

Building,_ Cf!.nada ts gtvtng decoratt~. m<Oltal.d.cors f:o:r the Jlltl.in north entrance 

to the GB.neral. Aasembly Butldtng, Greece is providing statuary to be placed in 
. ' ' . . - . 

the landscaped area, and llltLny_ oth()r cotmtriail are coneidertng. gifts which __ wt.ll 

probably .include different types of' art object!S 1 floor coverings, wa_ll coverings 

and furnt ture , 

25, The Secretary-General ts_gratifted to be able to report the growing interest 

among delegations in participating in_ the _ftno,l drcorative treatment of the 

, Readquarters, Representatives of the ~rtous Members have co~operated ve1·y_ 

closely witii the !Ieadquarters Planning Offtce tn an effort to make domtions of 

a character wl!ich will harlllC'ntze with the architecture of the buildings'. ·This 

co-operation is much appreciated, and tt 1.B beUeved.. that the result lTtll be 

an aohte-veniont lh wht'ch all participating can take .sattsfaction., · 

26, One Of the 'lllOSt interesting- and valuable donattons iS the .$50,000 fountain 

which the schoolchildren of the Ut;tted States of America are prp'Vi~tng- for. the 

ctrcle tn the Secretariat Building courtyard, :The money-was collected ~n small 

denominations in the schools of the various states and terrt.tortea,under -the 

sponsorship of' the American Association for the United Nations. It ts plawed 

to complete· this project tn time· to hold a dedication oerelllOny .in June 1952. 

27. In the report prqsented at the fifth session, mention was Jlltl.de of a 

posstble donation by the City of New Yor~ of a monumental gateway and fence 
' . ' . . ' . 

around. the site. While there has b~en no d.~f'tnite: offer on the 'pai't of' the 
~ . - c . 

City, City officials-have tndtcatedthat i.t.ts-t.hetr trit6nti.onnowto make a 
' •,' " .. ·. . ' .. 

gift of 80 per cent of t\w cost of such a proti>cttve' f'enoe; the United Nations 

un\1-er this arrangewmt would pay for 20 per cent of th~: cost,· 
. . .- ' ~ 

VII, DELEJ,AT];OJilS-cB\J'IlJ)ING•. 

2S ;" Par6.ritap\.J. j of resol.u t tori 461 {V)' aO.O!lted by the Gener13.l Aslil_embly on 
. " l 12 December 1950 requested the Secratary•G-eneral to aubml, t tent!"tt-ve p ana . ' ' - ' ' . ' 

/and method,s 



' ,;o;;a. me·thods of finanbl!lii ;the' oimatru~tton·of II, dele&t).t.ion butltll:ng~'. 
2 9 •. Ill ca:i-ryi ng. out . thtB'· reques-t of the G~;~ne~l Assembly, . the . Sec;re wy-General 

ask~,{ the . Headquar t!ira il:dvi l3 di';v' · Celml!t t tell f()J)' ass i.e t!lnce1 and. a Sub -collllll1. t tee . 

'c~niP'Cined: of represe'trta·t r:ves~ of: Austral!.tt;)'• C.9loml!l~;J. 1 . (!tf,IOCe 1 · P~l!;J,nd and Syria 

studied the problema involved. tn pla!Ultng and constructing a delegations bllllding. ""' - - .. 
The repor't of the Sl.ib"CominHtee ts: annaxed· :to the .Present T'i'IJOrt, 

. : , -:: ' ·"' • . ", ' • . _ _. ' - i- - . ' ' - . - : . ·: -. _· ' ' . . 
30; ··The Sub:.Cominttte'e concluded that maU:)t deleglil,tions .were at present undecided 

about 'tiietr· future' preference: fOl'' oftlce ~~e •. Interest and enthust11sm: in a, .· ~ -·. ' 

del~gattons butld.tng j;iroJeOt &'ll'e not 'great.""t the present t1Jne 1 aBd .under the 

· ci.rcu!hStancci!l; the Sub-Comm{ttee l'e<lQill!IWnded l;ha,t no. elaborate ·a!ld._detatled 
. . .. .. - •· 'r 

ah:httec£Mlil plamitnc 'shi:mld be undertalmll.,, but tha.t the secretarl-Gensral 

should postpone further piamitng. for the ~~J.m!l ·betng. 

31, After' careful cc:mstd.er"uti.en,• thet Secreta;l:y-{}enerll,l b.!J.!'I, decided t<:> accept 

. tht~ .recoininen(la t tiin', but he · sbtn· beUe'vee: ;that;• the. vaJ.ue of. ~e· .:aeadql\Srters 

wtli be grea"t.ly enhli.nceil. and th<> 'efftc:-iency.o:r. ii;l:le. Opge.nt.zation lnc:t:ease,d when 

. fact U ties Can be'· pr.:>vtd.ed. on' the atte·. f.or· tooe.t. L'f.. nQ.t ,an, the- delega~Lons• 
. " 

v;IIJ:,. HEAil'<UABTlj:RS .. AI>VISOlW COMMITl'EE 

32. Many.•phases ,of.~he problema coMe.c ted wt th the Head4,uiii'ters project ·hays 

been O.tscussed. thrcu(lhollt ~~e year ~Hh ·~~!> mymbel;'s of £lie Headquarter& A~vtsory 
Comillt'ttee~ The Co~ittee has,.he~\i t~'!e,for~l.~E;~lq!?\l{.the Sub~Co~tttee on 

. ,' • -·-.' '.: ,,.,, ,,..._ ·" . ' . -> 

Delegations lluild.lng also. l)E)!-d three. fQ:rn;al me(l,ttngs, .The Secretar;i-Ge'neral. . . ... ·- ' -.' .. ., - ., 

wt'snes'••to -expr.ess h1._s !lincere' thank,~ for t.he s.~eadfast ass'l.atanbe anil cbriatant 

ad.vtce given to htm b;;'c·the: ComiO:tt.tE)e ,at .both the fonnal meetlngs and on other 

occasions, It ta his hope that the Colllllltttee wtll b~ conttriue<l tn 'the futUre, 
, ... · 

... '~--
, I!X, · D~ R"EOLUT~O~I PROPOSE:D, ~OA .i)OOtTIOH BY THE G!N.ERAL ASSEMHLY 

33,: Tlje:,Se,oretary.,Q,eneral· hal?. the hono~r.to ~ubJnt t for the constderatton bf 
. I . .. -' ; , , :.:' _.~ •• -. , _i: ;., -•'' :_J -". . •, • •. -·., - -.. ; •·, : 

,the. G9neral, Asf;Jemb~y a_t ~ ts atxth sese ton the followtng dl!at't rssolu'tton:· ·• .. , . - . . "• : ~- . 
HEP.DQ.UARTERS OF THE UNI'rED NA'UONS 

The General AssemblY. 

1. Takes note oi' the report ot' the Secretary-<}eneral on the permanent 

Headquarters of the Unttet\<. Natlons.i · 

2, D'eetd:es' that the il!'leyP.<J.uaJ::ters. Advisory Commlttee 1 establtshed by, 

/General Assem.blY 
' 



General Assembly resolution l82(ll) on 20 November 1947, 

shall be continued with the ext11ttt1g membership; 

3. Reques i::s the Secretary-General to repo1·t to the Gener'!'l Assembly 

at its seventh session on the progress of construe tl.on o{ the HeadCJ.uarters. 



AIWilr . 

11EPORT TO THE SEcmiT.~:RY~GiNE:RAL l!x. 'M:. suil-c.cil<IMI~ · oN.DELEGATioNS 
Bu::twiNG' OF ·~ BEADQUARTI!:BS· ADV!S!JR'f COMMI'!TEE .: 

17 September 1951 
1. At the tenth meetinc of the Headquarters Adviso1'Y Committee held on 

Tht~sday, 5 April 1951, you requested that a Sub-Committee be established to 

assist you in making a specJ.al atud.y on the poasibili ty of the construction of 

a delecations buildinc. This study was to be used in connexion with the 

preparation of your report on headq~srters to the sixth session of the General 

Assembly. Australia, Colomb!.a .• Greece, Pole.nd and Syria were named members of 

the Sub-Committee. 

2. Paraeraph 3 of resolution 461 (V) e.dopted b;• the General Assembly on 

12 Jlecember 1950 "requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly 

····at its sixth session on the progress of construction of the Headquarters and to 

submit tentative planB and methods of financinc the construction of a delegation 

building" , 

3· The Sub-Committee held three meetings; the first was held on 9 May 19;1; 
the second, 13 June 1951; and the third, 5 September 1951. The representative 

of Greece was elected Chairman at the first meeting. The representatives of Cuba, 

the United Kingdom and the Un: ted States of America participated in some of the 

Sub-Committee 1s discussions. The representative of Cuba had ·brought up the 

subject of a delegations buildin,3 In the fifth session of the General Assembly. 

4. Earlier in the year, in January, the Secreteriat had made an effort to 

ascertain the wishes of the delesations relative to moving into an office building 

either on the site or adjacent to the s l te . This study uas carried forward by 

. ~e Sub-Committee and an attempt was made to determine what office space 

requirements existed among the delegations from which plans might be made for a 

building; 

5· After send.ing two tlttestionnaires and after several informal conversations 

with various delegations, only forty-five out of the sixty delegations have 

replied. Of·this number, thirty-one expressed some interest in office space. 

The total of all stated requirements amounts to only 137,328 square feet (12,758 
square metres) of space. More than one-half of this appears to be very uncertain 

and very little. could be considered definite. This is considered quite small as 

/compared 



com:pared to e.n earlier study made in 1948, when a building with about 450,000 squar< 

:feet ( 41,805 square n:etres) 6:f apace was envisaged to house delegations and one :>r 

more of the specialized ageneies which at that tiw had not made final decisions 

regarding pa1~~r~nt locations. 

6. The .Sub-Oommi ttee, realizing that the requirements of the delesations were 

smaller f,han'ila.O:.been expected, investigated the legal possibilities of 

accommodating such functionaries as consulates, goveriU~tent in.fprma:tion offices 

and other non-United Nations agencies of Member countries. Lr;gal opi;nJon was 

obtained from the General Counsel and Principal Director of the Legal Department 

of the Secretariat to the effect that any accommodation for goverrnnental 

activit-ies not .connected witll the. Uniteil, Naticne would involve the United Nations 

in situations inconsonant with its rights and obligations under the Headquarters 

Agree100nt , . 

7. Assvming that there. could be established defini 1;a requirements for office 

space for delegations, ;the Sub-Co=ittea requested the Secretariat to pre:pare 

cost estimates and other data on a construction project. A small building housing 

153,300 net s(lv.are feet (14,242 cquare metres) of offices could be built, and 

according to present estimates its cost would be $6,,932·,665 • This would be a 

fifts<m-story building, 175ft. x 73ft. (53.34 m. x 22.25 m.), and would have no 

garage and no special landscaping. A possible plan would be the following: 

Building-175ft. x 73ft. (53·34m. x 22.25 m.) 

(3 basements, a lobby, a pipe gallery 
and 15 floors of office s:pace) · 

Gross square feet: 12,775 per floor (1,186.79 sq. m.) 

Net square fooet:' 10,220 per fbor ( 949.43 sq. m.) 
.( 80 per cent of eross) 

1;>3,300 for total building (14,242 sq. m.) 

Gross cubic feet: 3,117,100. f()r total building .(88,261.66 cu. m.) 

3 basements 
1 lobby 
1 ripe gallery 

15. floors 

12,775 X 3 X 1.21 

12,775 X 1 X 15' 
12,775 X 1 X 13t 
12,775 X 15 X 12 '· 

~59' 900 
= 191,625 
= '166,075 
:2!?29,500 

3,ll7,100 

cubic feet r3,022 .21 cu. ,, 
" 5,425.92 " 

" " 4,702.47 " 
" " ( 65,111.06 " 

cubic feet (88,261.66 ou. 

/Cost estimates 

m. ~ 
" 
" J· " 
m.) 
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Cos! <"St1)lia~.'.!_ · 

Building- 3,111,100 ·cubic feet at $2.00 per cu.· ft. 1 '$6,234,200.00 

··Architectural, engirleih'ing, adiidriistrati..:e; 'supervision;"': 374,052.00 

Contincsr..cy 330,413.00 
$6,938,665.00 

···, 
Fins.ncie.l plan·· 

Estima:ted anri~if e~penses: 
l. Financing - interest at 3. per cen,t .. and amortization 

. T. 'ewi?;es over~ 30-year period on a loan 
.. , .... of $6.<:;~8,665~.00 · · 

Op~re.ting costs.~,,!llfVinte~~; of 153,300 sq .. ft. of 
.?.;nee ,space at $1.~5 per \"'l, :t:t,.. , 

Estimated annual income: 

1. Rental receipts on 145,635 s~. ''n·. (13,529.45 sq .. m.) 
( 153,300 sq. i't >less 5 pel". cent · 
allowance for. • vacancies) of office · ·.'· 
space at $3 .. 75 per square foot"· .. · . - . ~: . ' . . ; . ' . 

. ,•·· 

.It sh~uld be no.te<lc that .the rate. of. $3·•75 per S'luare' 

foot is .),ess .than current r<mtal~ for;.moQ.ern, air~oonditipned 

spac~ j,n mid~MarJ:latte.n at the present time; 

Qonclu!3ion 

191,625.00 

$545' 630,55 

.$545,630.55 

8. At present many delegations appear b be undec~'ded as regards''tb-iir 

preference for future office space on the 'l:Ieadquar~r~ site in a. delegations 

building. Thirty-one delegations, wi thol.it' tmpiyi~ ~ny ccmmttmants' at all, have 

stated requirmr.ents of 140;000sc, .. 'ft. (13,006 sq,,·~tres). This is about• one

third of the amount of space envisaged in the original s.oherna for a building for 
• • • ' ' . .. - ' . <· . 

delegations and shown o~ all '1ite pl,ans and mo:J,el.s of. the .Headquarters a:rea. It 

is reasonable to concllida' therefore' th,at in'l;erest and enthusiasm injl 

delo,tga:tio~ .building p;o,lect no; is not ~~t! : . . '.··. 

9. • No feasible financial plan has been: acfva~6ed eicept ·~ '16an ir~~ o~ qr more . ' ' ' . ,• ' . ' ~ . . 

govenll!lents.,· · Ih ·view o:r the laclc ~f entnusiasm and interest, It is not considered 

necessary to go f11rther Qn fina~cial planning. Private financing apparently is 
:.,,__ • • •• & •• ••••• 

not fe.asible, ·due' t::> restrictions acainst mortgaging or pledeing the land and 

building as . sec uri 1;;y for a loan. 

/10. Under 
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l\), Under these conditions,. any architectural planning involving an expenditure 

of any sizable. amount of funds for tentative plans has not been justified. 

11. The Stob~Committe.e recommends that the Secretary-General, therefore, postpone 

further planning for a delegations building·for the time being. 

---- ... 




