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CHAPTER I 

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 

The political development of the Fezzan in,the course of the year 

may be considered both se:parately and in the setting of Libya as a whole. 

A. Deve.lopmant of the Terri tory as part of Libya 
t . . 

I. National Constituent Assembly 

Under the decisions adopted by the Committee of Twenty-One, which met at 

Tripoli from 31 July to 31 October 1950 to decide on th~ composition of the 

future National Constituent Assembly of Libya, it became the duty of Ahmed Bey 
' 

Seif en $lasr, as Chief of the Territory, to select the twenty re:presentatives of 
the Fezz~. · 

After consulting the members of his Council, he enacted Decree No. 5 

of 21 November 1950 to designate the following persons deputies of the Fezzan 

to the National Constituent Assembly: 

Mohammed Othman ben Ahmed Sid 

Ali ben Abd en Nebi El Maghtouf' 

Almlad Tebouli 

Belghasem Bugila 

El Akermi ben Ubey 

HajJ Ali ben Mohammed Bediwi 

Bubaker ben Ahmed 

Tahar ben Mohammed el Alem 

Saad ben Mid un 

Mansour ben Mohammed 

E l Azhari ben Ali 

Ali ben Mohammed Nasr 

Senussi ben Hamadi 

Taher Gedafi 

Ali Saadawi 

Sherif Ali ben Mohammad 

Fi touri ben Moharm:nsd .. , 
Mohammed Lamir 

Mabrouk ben Ali 

Ali ben Abdallah 

II 
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In selecting the deputies , Ahmed Bey and his Council w·ere guided by 

the desire to see the various areas of the Fezzan e~uitably represen\sd. 

The twenty Fezzanese deputies participated in all the proceedints of the 

National Assembly. Only one change occurred · in the composition of the delegation 

by Decree No. 7 of 5 February 1951 Khalii Shaar was a~pointed to replace 

Mohammed Othman ben Ahmad Sid , 1·rho had been asked to . represent the Fez zan on 
. . 

the United Nations Council for Libya when Ahmad ben ~jj Senussi Sofu resigned 

for reasons of health. 

ThoUgh the decisions adopted by the National Assembly need not be 

reviewed in detail, the position taken by the Fezzanase delegation on the most 

important matters should be noted: 

·· (a) It unanimously supported the motion of 2 December 1950, which 

provides that: 

l. Libya shall be ·an independent nation with its O\-Tn government; 

2. Libya ahall'be a federation with a monarchical. constitution; . . 
3. His Highness the Emir Mohammed . Idris el Mahdt es Sen.uSsi shall be 

the head of the federation. 

The Fezzanese delegation accompanied the Natio~al Assembly when it 

proceeded as a body to Benghazi to inform His Highness the Emir of the motion 

adopted on 2 December and ask him to accept the crown qf Libya. 

(b) It UDB.nimously supported the motion of, 21 February 1951 by which 

the National Assembly requested His Highness the Emir to conduct all the 

consultations necessary for the formation of a local national government in each 

of the three territories, and to recommend to the administering Po,.,.ers the names 

of persons qualified to act aa government authorities in Tripolitania and the 

Fez zan. 

In this particular case the object was to bring the two last-named 

territories into line with Cyrenaica by provic ing them 'i-Ti th a gove:rhmantal 

organization like that already existing at Bamghazi , so that ~·provisional Federa 

Government could be e.a tabliahed • 

(c) It UDanimously supported t he motion passed by· the National Assembl. 

on 29 March 1951 to establish a provisional Federal -Government of Libya and to 

a:p:Prove the selections made by His Highness the Emir Idris as Senuae:i., Sovereign 

Designate of Libya, of :Persons to hold office as federal ministers . 

11 
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-(d.) · It unanimously supported the resolution of 22 August which 

defines the ];lOWers of the Federal Government, requests that the transfer of po~1ers 

to the Libyan Government should be expedited, and protests against a suggestion 

made by the United Nations Commissioner that the transfer should be postponed 

pending the adoption of the Constitution and the organization of the ·federal civil 

service, 

·· · .(.e) At its plenary meeting held ·on 7 October, the Assembly voted 

unanimously in support of the text of the Constitution of the Ubi ted Kingdom of 

Libya. · 

A~plication of the Decisions of the National Constituent Assembly {see annexes) 

I By Proclamation of 12 October 1951 the French Resident empowered the 

Federal Government to pramulgate and give effect to a statute to introduce a 

Libyan currency. 

By a second proclamation of.the same date, the Frenqh Resident 

transferred. to the provisional Federal Government of Libya a number of powers 

either vested in the administering Fower or previously transferred to the 

Government of the Fezzan. 

XI. The Federal Government 

.. Mohammed Othman ben Ahmed Sid, representative of the Fezzan on the 

United Nations Council for Libya, was appointed ~ederal Minister of Fublic Health 

·on 26 March 1951. 

III. United Nations Counci l for Li bya 

After lUlmed ben Hajj Senusai Sofu had resigned for reasons of health, 
. . 

Mohammed Othman ben Ahmed Sid was appointed to represent the Fezzan on the Uhited 

Nations Council for Libya. The r~presentativea of the six Powers on the Council 

informed the United Nations Commissioner in Libya of their consent to this 
. . . 

appointment on 23 January 1951, as re9,uired under paragraph 7 of the General 

Assembly resolution of 21 November 1949 •. 

IT. Co-ordination Committee 

The decision of the United Nations Commissioner to set up a 

~ Co-ordination Committee to prepare a programme for the transfer of the functions 

of the administering Powers to a provisional Libyan Government involved the 

appointment of a representative for the Fezzan. 

II 
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By Decree No. 6 of 5 February 1951, En Nur ben T~her, Assistant 

Counsellor to the Government, lves appointed to represent the Fezzan. S:1ince that 

date he hes taken part in all the 1-1ork of the Co-ordination Committee. 

B. INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT 

I. Governmental Organization 

Upon the adoption of the resolution of 21 February 195l by the National 

Assembly (see above, section b), His Highness the Emir Idris es Senussi sent 

the follOioling telegram to. the French Resident in the Fezzan: 
11With reference "tO the telegram of 21- February 1951 from ·the-­

Presiaent of the Libyan Constituent Assembly: after consulting 

national organizations end prominent personages on the subject of, 

firstly, the establishment of two local governments in Tripolitania 

and the Fezzan, to which the functions of the administering Powers 

1tlll be transferred., and, secondly, the appointn;.ent of' persons 

qualified to perform those functions, we have given our consent 

to the aforesaid. motion. We desire that a local national. · · 

government should be formed. in _the. Fezzan _with the least possible d.ela;y 

and that powers and responsibilities should be transferred. to i"l:; tt. 

After the Resident had consulted with ~d- .Bey Seif en .Near, thE! 
.. 

latter delegated his brother, Omar Bey, to proceed. to Ben8hazi on 22 March 1951-

and submit to the Sovereign Designate the names of three persons who were to forn 

the new Fezzanose Government and, to hold office as ministers. As the three 

persona concerned were the three counae~ore of the Chief of the Territory, all 

that was involved was a ch.al:lse of title~ 

~he. appointments having been,~pproved by the Emir, the.Re~1~ent of 

France in :the Fez zan, by De~iaion No.. 5 of 29 March 1951, amend.ecl the first 

che.:pter, "Constitution of the Pub:tic Authorities1t, o:f Decision No. 4 of 12 

February 1950 on "The Transitional Regi~e for the _Fezzan", the·wo;rdnminister"· 

being substituted. for the word ncounB€;llorn. 

On the same date the Chief of the Territory ~romulgated Decree No. 5 

making the folloWing appointments:· 

11 
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El Hajj Hamuda ben Tahar, Minister of the Interior and of Justice,; 

Naer ben Salem, Minister of Economic, Agricultural and Financial 

Affairs; 

El Mahd.i ben Ahmed, Minister of Health and Public Education .. 

To avoid any excessively elaboratG government machinery and also to 

avoid additional expense, the three ministers were confirmed in the functions 

held by them previously as counsellors, no further ministerial posts being 

contemplated for the time being, 

The Ministers met regularly several .times a vTeek under the chairmanship 

of Ahmed Bey to deal inth current affairs. Many decisions were adopted concern­

ing the recruitment of administrative staff and .the organization of the po~ce. 
. ' . . . . 

Legiela.tion on the Jemaa, the structure of which is !iUlalysed below, was 
. . 

prepared. The text of these legislative pro~sions_. is appended. 

The following administrative services w·ere transformed into 

ministerial depa.rtm.ents: 

Council Secretariat, 

Interior and Justice, 

Publi o Works and Agriculture, 

Education and Public Health, 

and. supplied with ini tiel staff end equipment. 

A feature that has become api>arent during the year is the growing 

interest of the Fezzanese in the conduct of the Territory's affairs. Brought 

continuously face to face With their .preaent and future res~onsibilitiea by the 

re~reeentativea of the adrndniatering Power, res~onsible civil servants have 

eho'Wri a determination to give the Terri tory im autonomous a.dministra.t i ve 

organization adapted to its needs, and a desire to introduce e.a muoh improvement 

as ~ossible in all departments. 

The Fezzan Government has adhered unreservedly to the idea· of the 

Libyan Federation. It has all·rays, ho"rever·, firmly maintainEJd the need for 

retaining a real loce.l autonomy for ee.ch territoryas a member of the Federation. 

The Fez~anese deputies responsible for preparing the ne'>-r Libyan Constitution 

'"ere instructed to insist that the provisions of the .Constitution should be such 

as to allow the autonomy of eaoh Territory to be preserved. 
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II·~ The Consultative Assembly 

The Consultative Assembly of the Territory met at Sebha from 17 :~o 21 

December 1950 to· deal Wi ih the follovi~g ag.~da.: . 
. ··1. 'cl~sm;e· of b~dget~ accounts for 'the. financial year 1950; 

2. ~aft buaget for the· financial year 195~; 

3. Various naiJters of ·internal administ.re.tion. 
.. 

Interesting opinions on a ~~umber of matters vrere expressed by the 

members of the Consultative Assembly. 

m. The employment of Fezzanese in the adlniniatration of .the ']1;erri tory . . .· : . . . . ··.,· 

As ·pointed out . in the report f9r 1.950; the question of the-
~ 

''Li byanization of· t11:e serv~. cas", do eo not arise · in the Fez zan, since, . .owin,g to 

the very small nnmher t)f representatives of tho ·administering J;lower in the 

Territory, adininia·~rative, jud.icial and other posts ha;r.r.e at . :all times· .bean. hale}. 

by Fezzanese. 

All new posts established during the year were given to Fezzanese. 

Difficulties were experienced in some oases in finding competent staff. 

Nevertheless, as a re~t of arrangementa·made in recent years, it was possible 
• 

to appoint seven radio operators in suoh a technical branch as the organi~ation 

of the ·telegraphic ~stem. 

(e.) 
:\ . ' 

Government ana central administration 
... ; '• 

1 Chief of the Territory ana. 2 privata'' secrete.ri.ee, 

.3 Ministers, 

~inisterial ae~ices, 

2 Secretaries to the Council Secretariat, 

2 Secretaries for the Interior and Justice, . . . . 

1 Qhief of Secretariat and 4 Secretaries' .for ~conomio Affaire 

and the ~udget, 
. . . . . i 

2 Secretarie~ for Public _Works and Agricult~·e, 

1 Director &nd 1 Secretary for Public Education and Realthb 

• I 

. ' 
•• · 'J 

11 



- I -

(b) Regional administration 

5 Q.adis 

8 Secretaries to ~adis 

9 Counsellors 

28 Mudirs 

18 s~cretaries to Mudirs. 

The Counsellors to the Q.adis are the to:rni.e'r Assistant Counsellors to 

the Government who have now become ~art of the regional administration. 

(c) Services 

l~ ~olice and prison service 

The police corps, whi.ch origina.l1y· 1ncludad lo4 men, is being 
·. ~ . ! .. . 

gradUally i?creas~d. Its strength will .be 329 by 1 January 1952. 
' .. :· ·' . 

2 • . Education 

The Arab teaching staff fo~ the school year 1950-51 consisted of: 

5 Mudarrisin 

10 assistant teachers. 

3. Public health 

The staff includes: 

7 first-class hospital orderlies, 

12 second-class hospital orderlies, 

11 third-class hospital orderlies, 

1 nurse-midwife • 
. .. 

·ft:ia intended to increase the number of nurse-midwives to 4, as 

experience has shown the need for more of them. 

follows: 

4. Justice 
• 't· • 

'No cliahse as compared with 1950 , ! · 

It is planned ~. the course of the year to expand the service as 

l Director of Justice an~ 1 Secretary 

5 ~adis 
8 ·Assessors 

5 Aouns. 
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·•·. 
5. Posta and Telegraphs 

Telegraph system 

In the near future the telegraph system of the. Fe~zan.will have a 

purely Feaeanese staff comprising: 

1 network chief 

:CJ: 
l Deputy network chief 

. . . I 

24 Operators. 
•t : 

Seven qualified radio operators are already employed •. ·Twelve ·are 

attending specialized courses and have already received more then three months' 

training. The training of the · last sevep. will begin in September, concurrently 

with ~~e . training of· the network chief and hie deputy, who at'e t'c> be appointed 

from among the q_ualified staff·. 

Poets 

, It is proposed to operate the Territory's postal service with the 

following services: 

1 sUpervisor 

3 Central offices 

7 Branch offices 

The central offices are already being operated by Fezzaneae staff. 
' 

The training of staff for the branch .offices is now at an advance~ stage. 

6. Public works 

Six more driver-mechanics were trained during the ·year·. 

The Territory has --siXty experienced bricklayers. 

(d) Scale of salaries on 30 August 1951 

Class l 

Class 2 

Class 3 
Class 4 

Class 5 
-.,r . 

.Class 6: wages paid by the day 

Unskilled la bourera : 150 

Bricklayers : between 225 and 500 

... Monthly .salary 

. , _150~~~0 
.bet~een 4o and loo,ooo 

between 21 and 40,000 

between 1~ and 20,000 
. ~ 

between 5 and 10,000 

11 
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NOTE ON TEE REORGANIZATION OF THE JEMAA 

A number of laws to reorganize the Jemaa were enacted (see annexes 

7 to 12): 

1. AD electoral Act for Jemaas of villages and nomadic tribes; 

2. An Act on the election of. :the .Sheikh; 

:3. An Ac~ on the reco:nati~tion of the Jemaa; · 

_., 4.. An Act on the operation of the Jemaa; 

;. .AnAot on the powa·rs of the Jemaa; 

6. An c,ct on the duties of the . Sheikh. ' ·~, 

In a country where ·conflicts between nomads and settlers have always 

been frequent, a clear line had to be drawn 'between Village and tribe .. and to 

define these communi ties. · That is the purpose of the preamble to the. electoral 

Act. 

In fixing the number of members of the Jemaa the traditional methods 

were respected; and the nel'r Act constitutes not so much a departure from as a 

codification of custom. Each village and nomadic tribe ap~oints ita Jemaa for 

five years, by elections by universal and secret ballot. 

or over are q_ualified to vote. 

Only men of 'brenty-one 

The Jemaa of a village of less than 200 inha'bitants Will be composed of 

three members' and for a village of more than 200 inhabitants one member for 

each additional 200 inhabitants or fraction thereof will be added to the original 

three. 

The members of the Jemaa are electors to the Consultative Assem'bly. 

They take part in the selection of the Mud.ir and in the determination of the tax 

rate. 
The Jemaa may} at closed meetings, pass resolutions on all matters 

affecting the current life of the village in accordance with existing rights and 

customary tre.di tion ( time of sovrings, date harvest, gathering of crops, etc.). 

Some of 1 ts :resolutions, however, called "conditional" resolutions, require the 

approval of the central authority, The Jem.a~ may also make recommendations 

(voeu:x:) not affecting political matters. Under the new statute on the operation 

of the Jemaa 1 t is required to hold at least four sessions a year and to keep a 

record. of its decisions. The Jemaa will not have any specific financial powers, 

but mAY b.e asked to adntinister certain funds to be placed s:pecially at its 

disposal. 

II 
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Each Jeiriae elects. from among its members a sheikh, who remains in offic1 

for the duration of the Jemea 1 s term. The sheikh is the representative of the 

village or tribe. He is responsible for giving effect to the Jemaa·' s decisions 

and also acts as public regi~trar· and magiatrete. He is 'in charge of the local 

police, and as between the vilJ.age and the adm~;tstration :performs the general 
I \ •' • 

···fUnction of agent for transmitting information and for communi.cating and exeoutin, 

A travelling commission is established, to supervise the Jemaaa·~ guide 

their work and progressively modernize their me.thods. •. 
i I 

··.-· ·,. 

~- . 
·' , .. 

' 

•.'! 

I • i ... 

. , 

·.· __ ,. 

··' 
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CHAPrER II 

FI'NANCE AND BUDGET 

It proved impossible to balance the budget in the financial year 1950. 

Expenditure totalled _132,170,787 franca, of which· only 34,966,107 francs were 

provided.by local revenue, the d~ficit of 97,204,680 francs being covered by 

grants from the Frericih Government. 

B. iBudget estimates for 1951 
• , •: • I : - -· - • 

In the budget eetimat~s for 1951 the ordinary revenue is shown as 

31,53~ ,420 francs • .. . 

The sale of postage stamps was estimated to yield 17,500,000 francs. 

Ordinary expenditure (maintenance and ·current expenses) is. estimated at 

64,658,620 .:t'rencs and specif:d .expsnditure at 69,972,872 francs, to which must be 

added loans totalling 3,000,000 francs. 

It should be noted that theaa ·budget estimates were prepared before the 

decisions of the Libyan National Assembly concerning the . division of powers -­

and hence of resources -- between the Federal Government and the Territories were 

.known. The draft budget for 1951 is therefore given merely as a guide to 

~dicate the size of the budget .; The" draft · ~dl,l certainly have to be emended 1n 
. ' 

the months following the adopt·ion of the Libyan Constitution, and it will aleo be 

affected by the currency reforms to be introduced in Libya. 

C. Taxation 

1.. Direct taxes levied on ·crops: 

(a ) Tax in kind on the date' . crop: 

The crop was of poor quality. The dates fetched 

a low price and t ·he aale _of the dates collected by the 

Government by way of texatton realized only l,875,000 francs. 

(b) Tax in kind on the grain erop: 

The crop was slightly smaller tban ·in -1949. The 

sale of the wheat collected by way of taxation realized 

2,490,000 france . 

·-- · -· - - - ---- - --- -· ·--·- _ , ---···-· 
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2. Indirect taxes: 

The rates of indirect taxes were raised with effect ~~om 

1 January 1951~ 

(l) Duties on judicial and extra-judicial instruments: 

(e) Marriages, div~rcea: 150 france; 

(b) ~udgmenta: 100 franca; 

(c) Sale, partition, exchange: 20 per cent of the value of 

the transaction; 

(d) Power of attorney, affidavits, certif'ication: 100 franc 

(2) Duty on Lagmi palma: 100 francs. 

(3) Licences. 

Licence fees vary between 2,000and 8,000 francs, according to 

tbe volume of trade a_nd the size of the village • 

. ·( 4) · Customs duties: 

Customs duty of 7 :per cent is levied on imports 'end e:x;Ilorts. 

The transit duty is 2 per cent. 

_ ( 5) ·· Slaughtering duty: 

This duty varies 

Camel 
Sheep 
Goat 

according to the type of animal slaUghtered: 

500 francs 
So francs . 

· : 50 francs 

(6) Tobacco duty: 
' ' . 
The: duty ie ler.ied at a flat rate of 10 francs per 20-gramrne 

packet of cigarettes. 

D ~ Advances and loans granted annually 

1. Seed grain loans (in francs) 

1945 1946 

Wheat 472,000 978,000 
Barley .110,000 202,000 

Total: .582,000 1,180 ,000 

2. Date loans (in francs): 

1946 

2,900 ,000 

1947 

2,226,000 
675,000 

2,901,000 

1947 

1,4.oo ,ooo 

1948 1949 1950 

2,120,009 2,650,000 2,430,00 
6o0 2000 700,000 700!00 

2,720,000 3 ,.350 ,ooo 3,130,00 

1948 1949 1950 

1,200,000 1,200,000 840,000 

·The sum of 840,000 francs advanced 1n ·1950 corresponds to 84 tons of 

dates sold at 10 francs :per .kilogramme. The :population of. the Sha.tt1 did not 

apply for a date loan in 1950, considering that the previous harvest had left 

e, .aui!f-ite4ant stirplus to enable them to wa.i t for the next harvest. 

---- ---- .... --- ··· ----- ---- ---·· ··---· -

11 
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3· .·Agricultural 1oana in cash (in france): 

1945 1946 1947 1948 1950 
1,500,000 . 1,700,000 3,000,000 3,000,000 3 , 000,000 3,000,000 

4. .• Loans to the general food supply service of the Fez zan (in france): 

1944 'i945. 1946 1947 ' 1948 
1,500,000 3,ooo,ooo 3,445,700 

1949 
6,000,000 

1950 
10,000,000 10,000. ,.~00 

11,000,000 
' . 

.. . . .. 

' The general food purchasing group was dissolved in 1951 and r~placed 
, I . . 

by a limited liability company, the Societe Commerciale du Fezzan-Tchad; mth 

a .cap:Ltai of 20,000 1 000 francs. This company is . no;f subsidized l?Y the .Fezzan 
' . -

Government. ~· : 

L _____ _ 



,. Budget heading 

Ordinary revenue 

a) Local. revenue 

Wheat and date. tax 

.Tax in kind on date crop 
Tax in kind on grain crop 

Duties 

Duty on Lagmi · :palma 
Licence fees 
Market. fees 
Slaughtering ·p.u'tfes 

, ,_ .. ,. 

Duties on jUdiciaJ. and extra­
judicial instruments 

Tobacco and spirit monopoly 
Customs 

Natron 

Revenue from sale of natron 

State pro~erties and miscellaneous 

Revenue from State properties 
Sale of fiscal stamps 
Miscellaneous revenue 

b) Revenue from sale of stamps 

• 14 • 

and operations of the postal, 
telephone and telegraph service 

Stamps and charges on operations of 
the postal, telephone and telegraph 

1948 

7,086,605 
2,188,980 

194,820 
74,"000 

. 4_, ooo,soo 
. ilt,l45. 

', __ -:':.'>., 

82,108 

4,8oo,ooo 

550,000 
80,000 

179,877 

service 14,379.987 
Total 33,727,008 

Loan reimbursements 

Agricultural loans 
Loans to the general food eupply 

service 

Grand Total 

3,000,000 

16,000,000 

52,727,008 

.: I 

3)000,000 
2,500,000 

1950 

1,875,400 
2,490,000 

116,400 74,100 
. • 80,000 215,500 
4 ~ -004,9-57: 2' 331' 031 

58,860 . . 75,270 --: ';" j: ·?·.: :. 

100,145 :;·:- . k1:9,103 
1,303,900 
1,043,232 

1,200,000 

1,200,000 
81,250 

119,965 

5,735,093 

381,000 
222,000 
62,420 

6,366,587 6,038,058 
18,828,164 21,966,107 

3,000,000 3,000,000 

10,000,000 10,000,000 

31,828,164 34,966,107 

1\ 
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EXPENDITURE 

:Budget heading 

Allowances, French staff 

Supplies 

Special receptions 

Administratiye staff 

Education 

Social medical welfare 

Moslem courts 

Penitentiary, police 

Treasury 

Agriculture 

Roads and tracks 

Administrative buildings and new 
constructions 

Mechanical installations 

Water control 

Malaria prevention 

Rewards, relief' 

Postal, telephone and telegraph service 

Economic equi:pment and purchase of' nevr 
mate;r-ials 

Agricultural loans 

Loans to the general food au:pp1y service 

Total 

1950 

3,210,471 
1,366,077 

200,000 
12,382,080 
12,638,221 

3,586,958 
979,800 

3,395,970 
12,000 

421,200 

4 '798, 740 

20' 509,964 

6,771,805 
16·, 899' 761 

300,000 
1,700,000 

1,997,740 

28,000,000 
3,000,000 

lO,OOO,O'::lO 

132,170,787 



EXPENDITURE AS mCENT.AGE OF BuDGET 

' •.· 

Operation 1944 : 1945 1946 194'7- l948. 1949 1950 

A. Ordinary expenditure 

(l) Fezzanese officials 31.41 36.07 26.74 .25.24 17.62 J.8.oo 14.19 

(2) Medical welfare service 11.17 12.28 14.84 1l.32 11.37 11.63 2.94 

(3) Education 4.70 3.02 .2.861/ 8.77 8.72 9.66 ~.56 

(4) Upke<:~ 43 .12, 40.79 49.38- 23.98 20.69 . 19.84 10.10 
2/ 

B. Special expend! tures 9.60 7.18 6.18 30.69 4L6o- 40.87 . 63.20 

l/ _ 1944 to 1946 was a period of surveys and preparation; the great reconstruction ef':fort 
- explains the size o:r ·appropriations f'or . II!a,interumce. 

2/ Between 1947 to 1950 the first pa~ of the water control plan was carried out; as the 
- Fez zan was unable to bear the cost, the major part was cbvered by grant.s from the French 

Government. 

Note: These figures are percentagetl of the .to.tai fi~e • 

..... 
0'\ 

.... 



,----------···· -- ... 
REVENUE AS PEBCEN'maE OF :BtJDCm.;T 

Source ~~ 1945 1946 1947 1948 
A. Local Revenue . • 

( 1) Wheat and date tax 13.66 16.75 9.64 8.24 27.51 
(2) Duties ·42.23 24.53 - ' 13.96 15.98 i 13.46 

(3) Natron "45.52 56.87 54.86 ll.89 1~.23 

.( 4) State properties and 1.86 
g) 

1.28 2.16 9.59 15.28 
nisce llaneous 

B." Stamps and po9tal, telephone 
and telegraph service 

- - 6.26 62.24 42.64 

1/ The production of natron was approximately 20 tons instead _o:f the · usual 100· 
2/ In 1946 there was a heavy smuggling traf'fic lr.Lth the Chad. 

BALANCE 

Item. 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 

Revenue surplus 3,382,578 414,662 245,610 

: . ===::-:: :::.: . := ·- ··· · 

1949 1950 

19.21 19.873 

25.391:./ 23.500 
6.3'1 26.108 

7.01 3.029 

33.82 27.488 

1949 1950 

Grants f'ron. t he administering 
Po·wer to cover excess 
expenditure and eq~pment 393,325 3,587,380 2,611,894 15,257,989 97,204,680 

\ . 

~ 
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CEAPTER III 

AGRICULTURE 

A. Production tables 

1. DATES 

Region ~944 ~945 1946 ·1947 l948 
(Figures in tons) 

1949 1950 

Bhatti 11 ll0 681 ~,37l 743 760 1,040 1,143 
Sebha ·Ubar1 1,320 547 1,097 466 eao 1,570 1.,460 
Murzuq 1.1 O?O 69l 1,381 74~ - 1,'~50 ' 1,•007 1,053 

Total 3,460 1,919 3,949 1,953 2,690 3,617 3,666 

There was a g~od harvest in 1950, The 1951 harvest .. promise~ to be very . .· . ' · 

poor, with production :Probably amounting to ~pprox:i.mat'e1;1,).,'900 tons, as in 
' . . . 

1945 snd. ~947 1 whiCh were bad years •. 

2. GRIUNS 

1944 1945 1946 1947- 1948·., 
(Figures in quintals·) 

1949 1950 

~~~ Wheat 6,270 a;17o '9,190 ' 7,700 9,6oo. u,Boo 1.1,680 
Barley 3,040 2,300 3,200 2,520 3,l+oo 4,o6o 3,733 

.. 

For the Fezzan~ 1950 may be c¢nsidared e, good year for wheat end barley. 

However, though a oons~derable increase in grain production had r~en ~acted 

from the cultivation of .new land irrigated by water from ~rtsaian W'ell~, the 
' . ' " •, I 

· increase did not materialize for t~o ~easons: 

l, Poorly~executed irrigation work ipcreased the salinity of the soil 

end caused fa~ra to sow lucerne in preference to grains. 

2. Contrary to ex_pacta.tions, the ls.bour· foroe released from the task of 

drawing water by.the artesian irrigation system did not proceed to cultivate 

new allotments of land but :preferred to end.gre.te. ·A. spa cia~ study of this 

question is contained in the oha,Pter "Social Conditions". 

(c) Summer grains 

No estimates ere given fGr .tlillet, sorgh~:. and maize, but :production 

wee lower than in the preceding yea.rs. 

(a.) Vegetables 

Only toma~oes and ,Peppers produced: e good yie~d. 

11 
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Ta~1e of annual Agricul tv.ra1 
(a) Dates (exported) 

1944 
Quantity in tons 250 
Value in francs 750_.000 

191+8 
Quantity in tone 213 
ve.1ue in fz-a.ncs 5,390, 000 

(b) S:ug~ (imported) 

1941~ 

Quantity in tons 70 
Value in france l 1~5(' 000 

' ' 
1948 

Quantity in to~a 101 
Value in rr.-.-:-!08 5,805,000 

(c) . Oil ( i!ll:P.Ol'ted} 

1944 
Qv.ant:ity in tons 15 
Value in f':encs 615,000 

1948 
Quantity tn tons 17 
Value in fl~anoe 2,269,000 

C . .Animal husbandry 

, .. --· 

ex:12orts and imports 

1945 
400 

1,6oo,ooo 

1949 
270 

7,410,000 

191+5 
rn 

3,185,000 
1949 

90 
15,300,000 

1945 
50 

275,000 
1949 

7 
1,138,000 

1946 
150 

1,200,000 

1950 
290 

3, ~.ao, ooo 

1946 
125 

6,100,000 

1950 
85 

14,445,000 

. 1946 
18 

1,083,000 
1950 

16 
2,640,000 

1947 
400 

6,6oo,ooo 

1947 
158 

8,817,000 

194'7 
10 

1,462,000 

(a) Camels. - No appz-eciable change .in the camel population occurred in 

1950. Loss es are to be expected in view of the drought early in 1951. 
(b) 8haep anQ goat~. - A census is being taken. A r.ubs t antial inc~eaae 

can already be noted in the number of sheep, particularly in the Sbatti, . owing 

to the greater acreage under J.ucerne. 

(c) ponke~. , ~ l'io change . 

Sow:ing opo::.•ations could not be. carried ou.t in the vradis because o:f 

the poor rainfall in 1950. The RIYAH and MAGAmrA tribes g,uarreiled over the 

cultivable areas of the wadi RU:o\liS ; t he ~ncident was settled by re~erence to 

custotnal'y law. 

Detter results were obtained at . the beginni~~ of 1951. The nomadic 

tribes s~ved 1~0er ar~as in the sout hern than in the northern zone, since the 

sout h had received an ada~uate rainfall in January and Febr~y. 
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CHAPTER rr 

SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

A • ioTELF ARE 

Loans of three _types have -'been. made . av~ilable. to the population: 

l. Loans of winter seed grain 

1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 
tons 32.5 45.2 80.7 77 75 74 

2, Loans of dates 

1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 
tona 200 100 120 120 84 

The reduction in the volume of loa~ in 1950 is due to the fact that no 

date loans were requested 'by the Shatti· in that year. It indicates improvement 

in the eGonomic position of that area. 

3 • Cash Loans 

1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 
franca 1,5oo,ooo .1,7oo,ooo 3,ooo,o~o 3,ooo,ooo 3,ooo,ooo 3,ooo·,ooo 

Agricultural implements 
. . 

The inhabitants have been given facilities for the purchase of agrioul­

tur!ll implements at lo-W prices . 
• 

Unemployment 

In addition to the water control works, building and road works have 

provided employment for a large number of unskilled workers . .. 

B • SOCIAL. PROBLEMS. · 

Problem raiaed 'by· the sinking of artesian ·wr·lla 
.. . 

(a) In areas where artesian wells have 'been sunk, · the new plots of land .. . 
ma.de irrigable have been divided among the inhabitants. This action has __ freed 

approxill;Jately 3,000 persons from the slavery of drawing water _by d.alu (leather 

bag for drawing water from vrella) . W'ithout going so .far as to hope . that heads 

of families receiving a plot irrigated by artesian water would _continue to 

cultivate the land they had been "ratering from their dalu well, it was 

11 
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J •• ~.~ -: • ' ·. ~ • • 

reasGnabil.e to suppose that . -!;;he relative;t.y large , number of "~<TOrkera 1vh9 had been .. 

freed frQm the a lavery of water d;ra,·ring l>TOJ.lld transfer their energies to new 

crops or :would 1?,e available to give the palm trees the care they had previously 

lacked. Unfortunately the result was othenrise. The Fezzanaae seem to inherit, 

as a racial characteristic~ the idea that ' the -- drawing of water for irrigation -is 

the only effort that needs to be :rnade in agriculture. Jebbadin '(dra\vers 

of ,.,ater) who received plots of land ,.,here the irrisation vraa automatic left the 

tilling of the soil to the women and children. 

They have attempted to add to their income by seeking employment outside 

the Fezzan. A considerable number of adult males have emigrated to Tr~politania 

and Tunisia, leaving their families to cultivate fields irrigated without 

difficulty. 

On balance, the first result of distributing new irrigated holdings has 

been an increase of unemployment and emigration, although the standard of living 

of the inhabitants has remained substantially the same, if indeed it has not 

improved. 

There can be no doubt that for many years to come an untiring campaign 

of persuasion, accompanied by carefully-organized demonstrations in pilot far.rne , 

will be required to change the outlook of the Fezzanese farmer and to make him 

realize the benefits he could receive from a rational develoiJment of the 

agricultural resources of the territory. 

(b) In areas where artesian '\>rater has been supplied there has been a 

substantial increase in the shee·p raised by ·families. 

Neither a villager nor a nomad can ever consider himself prosperous 

unless he has both trees and livestock. The origin is undoubtedly the nomad 1 B 

expedient of balancing the risk of losses in his herds due to the all too 

frequent droughts, by the yield of hie date palms and olive trees in an oasis. 

As soon as the Fezzanese villager has funds to SlJare, he uses them to 

buy sheep. The substantial increase in the number of sheep marks an improvement 

in the standard of living. 

Installation of norias 

Mention Elhould be made of the interest \vhich some Fezzanese landowners 

are beginning to ta~e in the acquisition of new means of drawing w-ater capable of 
I 

replacing the dalu . They seem inclined to adopt the noria, a simple and 

robust piece of equ-i_pment vrhich is considerably more efficient than the dalu . 
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i; 
Four Fe-z.t1~ J.e.M,owners r..ave already bought norias. The figure may see.~ 

. ' 

. 1nswu1cent, ou.t ~~~"'h~ indicates that some ~ has been. n:ia-de ~ In 
' 
.o~r -to ~e·.th.~ a ... v<?lt'.PIDent, . the Admim-'3:'tra.tioJ\.:bas: ~d. 20~~r1a~, 

•,;hich--rrill be installe-d La. va.~ious centre's in the Fezz~n before the end of the 

year ·. 

Improvement of . the conditions of the :poorer classes 

(a) The prcplem of reAettling the jebbadin and improving their 

conditione by the gran-t:l,ng of more remunerative contracts has been studied by the 

Administration. VariOU$ solutions have beea considered: the Administratio~ 

could. either assume complete responsibility for the supply df noriae or advance 

the jebbad 1s share in the purchase of a noria by the landowr~r who employs him. 

(b) · The slump in the price of dates -- and mor~ especially of . inferior 

·· dates e~ch as the Fez~an_ produces --has inevitably had serious repercussions on 

life in the Territ~ry ~ Export prices have been ao low that ·· ex:porta of d_ates· 

have hardly recovered the invariably high cost of trane:port. After the 1950 

harvest it ,.,as possible to see a naked Fezzailese on a pile of dates. Dates are·, 

ho'\>rever, the only product vThich the Fezzanese can se;ll .iii order to obtain the 

imported grains which are essential to the~. 

The question of the export of dates will not arise in 1951, which will 

be a deficit year ·. The Administra·tion will hav'e to supply the inhabitants with 
. ·~ ' i . 

the equiva:).ent of the money .they would normally have received from the sale of 

dates. Dates will rem:a:in for a lo:cg time to come the only valuable export. 
:: 

product. The improvement of their q_uality, which is essential if trad.e is to 
; 

be improved, is a long-term undertaking, Nevertheless, the Administration is 

already taking steps to ensure the selection of the best varieties of. dates and 

suitable storage. It is :proposed to organize a munber of model silos this year, 

and to bring ~alm and date specialists from Algeria. 

C. TEE FEZZANESE PURCHASING GROUP 

The Fezzaneee Group for the purchase of general suppliea was wound up 
.L.·· 

on 1 January 1951. 

A commercial limited company, the 11Societe commerciale d u Fezzan~Tchad", 

~-rae established on the same date. The com~any was incorporated with a capital 

of 20 million fraacs, and Fezzanese traders have invested 3,730,000 francs in it. 

Its head office is at Sebba. It receives no subsidy from the Goverilli16nt and is 

~·~. I 



granted no special adYc.ntagEH3 [~ 

stock of e~htial good.s. I~[· a 

MiniSter fc.r Econo.wJ.c Affairs:. 

·D. CONDTTION OF.WORKERS 
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·It is, h~rever,: required to maintain a buffer 

selling prices .&re subject to approval by the 

Details of the monthly itlages of ~rorkere permanently em:,Ployed by the 

Administration are given ·in C~r I. 
Master masons are p~Lid· 28,000 francs a.month-. 

Workers regularly employed by the Administration receive 160 francs a 

day. 28 are employea in work on buildings, 54 on water control works and 70 

on road works. 

Work on the im:prove.'lilent of administrative buildings, schools·, . etc., 

has' ~rovided employment for a · large number of unskilled workers, who are · paid .. 
l6o francs a day. The -number of unskilled workers em_ployed,. includ ii:lg road gangs 

has on occasion exceeded 800 • . · 



CRAFTER V 

TRADE 
. . ;,J".. . " . . . 

The trade .balance .for the financial year 1950 was adverse . 
. . ' . ·, : -· . ' . .. - ~ · . . .. ,. . . j :- ~..:; -· . 

The value of imports was 

54,791,200 francs · .. · ... 

as against 25,529,200 francs for exports and re-exports. 
·. . ··-- . 

A deta:j.led table of Fezza.n.ese imports :md exports is given below. 

ITEM 

Dates 
Nat ron 
Pimentoes 
Wheat 
Barley 
Tobacco 

. ·. . ~ ' . 

Copper (salvage) 
Aluminium 
Miscellaneous (1) 

Rides 
Butter 
Groundnuts 
Cigarettes (packets) 
Cloth (metres) 
Carpets (nUmber) 
Blankets (number) 
Glasses (dozens) 

Sugar 
Oil 
Tea 
Coffee 
Soap 
Pastes 
Hides 
Carpets (number) 
Cloth (metres) 
Miscellaneous (2) 

EXPORTS. l950 

RE: -EXPOBTS 1950 

IMPORTS 1950 

QUANTITY 

290 T: 
87 T. 

2 T. 
80 T. 
30 T. 

1 T. 
5 T. 
1 T; · 

3' T. 
5 T. 

13 T. 
12,000 
6,160 

486 
555 
910 

85 T. 
16 T. 
26 T. 
2 T. 
1 T.28 
4 T.8 
3 T. 
792 

39,779 

VALUE IN .FRA.NcS 

3,4Bo,ooo 
5 ,829,,'000 

235,000 
2,8ooiooo 

750,000 
120,000 
145,000 ' 

. . 20.~000 
.2.930,000 

16,309,000 

1,500,000 
750,000 

2,500,000 
480,000 

1,170,400 
1,700,000 

956,000 
163,800 

9,220,200 

14,445,000 
2,640,01)0 

15,250,000 
640,000 
230,000 
528,000 

1,200,000 
2,518,200 

·3,819,400 
13,520,600 

54,791,200 

(1) "Miscellaneous" includes leather and esparto grass handicraft products, 
dried tomatoes, woollen handicrafts (.ierd, small rugs) and palm fibre. 

( 2) "Miscellaneous" includes pharmaceutical products, fancy goods, building 

L 
materials, lamp oil, glasses and plates, foot,.;ear, miscellaneous canned 

------._ s_o_o_d_s _, _c_h_e_e-se_ and __ ·_:p_re_s_e-_.n_ e_s_. - - --- --- --- --- --- --- -
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A. Water control . ... I. 
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CHAPTER VI 
• 'i _ •. • • .I 

-. t 

~ ... ... . The ·we.ter -coritrol· progrenane was cont.inuecl. d.uring 1950. Four wells 

were sunk. 
··· ·..t. : · · The following· table shows the results of drilling· operations in 

1949 and 195o-~ . . ._ · :·. 

Place Total .d.epth Flow · ·. ··;-static 'le·vai~ · 

G<:'rd.a (shEitti) 66m. 30 22 1/a 
Derbed .90 m. 20 1/s 
Mahar'\iga 90 m. 12 l'/.s5 ;. 6.5 
Ain Nugt 65 m. 36 l/s 
Gotta 100m. 8o 14 1'/.s5 
Agar lob ·m. 14 ·~/a · 
Ed:r-i · 1"50: m~ Nil 6.70'· 
We:Qzerik 82 m. 14 1/e5 4- 21 
Uni el Araneb 150 lll. Nil - 10 
T:u;ila: 150m •. Nil .- -5.85 

Water tight conduitS: and drainage to bring ·.the wells :lhto serVice 

were installed e:l.lnultaneoualy ~ : 

During the first half of 1951 a survey team made surveys·· oft ~outea 

from .EDRI. ·to· BRAK-ECIIKIDA and from :BRAK to SEBRA via· the ZELIAF •. 

Forty-eight bench . ~ker.were established.. . The total length of the 

survey was 225 kin. Operations are to be continued in October 1951 with 

surveys from -

SEBHA to MURZUQ, 
MURZUQ to ZUIIA, 
SEBHf~ to u:MRI. 

Ten bucket-t;y:pe norias are being built. Consideration is being 

given to a noria incorporating an archimeden screw. 
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B. Building 

During 1950 the residence of the Head of the Territory and 

accommodation for his Council were com~leted. 

A school centre comprising two classrooms, accdmmodation. for two 
. ~- - . . 

assistant teachers, two· dormitories and a dining-hall was completed. 

A group of administrative buildings to accommodate the local government 

is in course of completion. 

All the buildings mentioned for.m part of the gro~p of building~ 

know .as. Dar el Be;r, between Gorda and Jedid, which will be the centre of 

government and administration in the Territory. 

Improvement work in hand in the interior has been cont inued. 

C. Roads and. Tracks 

In addition to current maintenance -work, the track from BRAK to 

EBRI has been completely remade and the track from SEBE:A. to MURZUQ raked. 

Road markers have been set up towards the south in the direction of ZUAR. 

A shelter has been built at AWINET-l-IENIN and two ot hers have been located, 

one at 'HIGH EL SEGHIR .and the second at MORIEID. 

The total credit for the maintenance of tracKs in 1951 is 

19,400,000 francs, divided as follows: 

~.. . ..__ ----- --- -

- FEZZAN spe~cial budget contribution 

- Grants ma.d.e by the French Government 

ll,500,000 fra. 

7,900,000 " 

- - --- --- --- -------- --- - - ---- --- ---·---- --·-

11 
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CHAPI'ER v:r:t 
EDUCATION 

A. Sohoo;I. ~ttend.ance in the Fe~~an. 

The teaching of Arabic ,.llas been developed through the efforts of 

five• ~darria~n from Algiers and ten aasistant·teaohero. 

A school centre has been completed at Dar. e1 Bey (Gorda) , 

oo~ria~ng 2 school-rooms? accommodation for two teachers, two do::.~mitories, 

one dining-room, .etc. The centre has been supplied. with a substantial amount 

of _educational egui~ment. 

,• Twen.ty-::three boarders ·,..rare taken. a.t ~a.r .el Bey and 15: at ,the 

Bra.k. school. As iu :previous years? school oe.nteens and special meQ..:tcal and 

hygiene ~ervices have been ~rovided for :pupils attending educational 

establishinents. 

During its De ~- :,"!be!' session the Cons:ulta"tive Assembly expressed 

the hope tha:t .. n. gi~l~ 1 ~chool would be o:pened. Only the difficulty of 

recruiting qualified. staff has prevented action on this recommendation, 

Eight teachers posted in various parts of the Territory have been 

responsible for teaching French and for the general supervision of education. 

B~ Liaison with Tripolitania and Cyrenaica in educational matters. 

During an official visit to Tripolitania and Cyrenaica the 

Director of Education of the Fezzan conferred with the competent departments 
0 

in Tripoli and B0nghazi on the unification of methods and curricula. 

a. Fellowships and scho~arships. 

I. Unesco Followshipa. 

Ten applications for fellowships have been made to ~~CO to 

enable young Fezzanese students to continue their education in Algeria 

Application has been made for a higher education scholarship for 

Mr. Muhi ed Din FEKlNIJ Maste:r of arts and law of the University of Paris. 

II. Scholarships awarded by the·Fezzan. 

The Fezzan Government has awardod a number of scholarships for 

the training of wirel~Js.s o~erators, mechanics, male nurses e.nd non- technical 

teachers. 
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The details of the scholarships are as follows: 

(n) Wireless. - Tyenty-four Fezzanese have been sent to : .. . . 

Tripoli to attend wireless courses at en Italian school. Five have obtained 

certificates and are already employed as operators. The remaining 19 will 

complete the course before the end of the year. 

(b) ·Mechanics. - Six youths attended a drivers 1 , ... and. mechanics 1 

course at Tripoli. They are now capable of driving and repai~ing various 

types of vehicles, maint~ining electrical generators and carrying out .normal 
repairs·. 

(c) Social medical Assistance. ,- Two ma~e nm:see 'lrere sent for 

training at the Algiers Hospital and afterwards ~o . hospitale in Southern 

Algeria. 

(d) Agriculture. · - Two pupils were sent to the e:x:peri!f!ental. 

station at El Afian (Algeria). 

(e) Teaching scholarships , - Two pupils vrere a'-Tarded . teaching 

scholarships to enable them to continue their ~tudies at the Madriaa in 

Algiers: 
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CHAPTER. VIII 

A. · General 

The work in sooial medicine started in 1943 "''as continued throughout 

1951 within the existing .. ~an:i:'j;ary organization. The chief stress >ms l a id on 

a closer approach to the Fe~zanase people.· The aim is to :persua~e a peq:ple 

. who .ar~ ·.often unenthus:l;.e;etiQ. a, bout .the use of l)lqde;rn l;ll6thods of hygiene, that 

1t is to their udvant~~e to adopt these. Re~u~ts can onlJ bv -ottuinod t~ 

a great deal of :patience, understanding of their peculiar mental reactions, 
. . ·..... . . . 

ang. p!9rsu~1on. .Th~ .. llJen.cA medical offi~ers haye d~voted carerur · study to 
• . ... • • . .. . . . . ·.·- . .!.· . .... 

the condi tiona in which they have had to work. ·· The rea·ul ts they have achieved, 
• '\. • • • • ~- • !- • •• • .. .. . . ·•• - : : • • • • • • ~ • • : . • • • • 

. ~oth Jn hYtSiene al?ne ,.and. in social dev~lo:pment, are encouraging • 
. • .. . . . ' ' . . . ' ·. . ~ . . 

Soc:t.al : ~ediq,al . assistruic~ ... nmr .. exte;nds to the .whole country through 
··. .. · . . \ .. . ,, . •. ·' . . 

a judicious distribution of. secondary clinics ke-pt by Fezzanese orderlies iofho 
. • • I • .• . . . ' ' ·~ '!. - . '. • . • 

use th~m. as }.leadquarters. ;f)'ol'D., w~;!.ch to pay regular visits to t~e ~mal.~est 
. . - .. .•.. •'• • l, . ' • 

surrounding villages. These orderlies are responsible for detecting epid~mics 

and thus providing .the medical off~9ers with valuable assistance. They carry 
~ . · .. - . · · . ·: , _ r i · · · · · 

out their duties conacient.iou~ly ·and punctiltous~;y;:. . In this way an incipi.ent 
... ~ ·-- . . . . .. " ·. . .. . 

typhue epidemic, reported by_ them as soon as the first symptoms appeared, 
' ' 

was quick~y stamped put. . . ' . 
~ . I ' . ' 

These 9rderlies .are trained by short courses ~t th~ chief medical 
. ,-,_ 

ce~tr.es ~ and the ~oat pro~aing. of . them at~end. long courses iii ho~pital' 

scho.ols in Algeria ... 

Ordinary care is prqvided at th~ three.princ~pal clinics. Sick or . . : . 

injured persons needing special treatment are sent to Tunis, by air in urgent 
• - • f 

cases and otherwise by r o8d. 
~- - ' . 

The social medical service is borne on the Fezzanese bud~et and 

the medical officers' pay on the French budget. All medicaments are s upplied 

free of charge to all patients ld thout any distinction. 

Control of malaria, trachoma and infantile mortality has been 

continued and notable improvement has been made . 
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B. Number and composition of the e~isting services 

(a) ~dical officers.- The Fezzan i s divided into five medical 

districts corresponding to the administrative districts. Each has at ita 

head a medical officer who directly supervises the work of the o~~erlies in 

his district. 

(b) Hospital orderlies:- There are 31 hospital orderlies, all 

Fezzaneae, distributed over the whole territory. 

A Moslem midwife has been trained in modern obstetrical practice 

by the medical officer of Bre.k:. · 

C • . Eq ui "Pl:Ilen t 

(a) -Medical centres;- Each centre with a resident medical officer, 

i.e. Sebha, Brak ~ Murzuq, has a hospital-clinic. In addition there are 

27 clinics in the whole Territory, visited regularly by the medical officers. 

Each is equipped with the medic~nts necessary for the treatment of eye 

diseases, malaria, para~itic diseases and intestinal and pulmonary 

infections, and the appliances needed for dressings, minor operations, 

injections etc. 

. -~ The clinics are situated in the following villages! 

r, ' Shatti: 

Sebha-Ubari :semu, Gorda, Ghodwa, Bentbeya, Chreifa, Ubari, Reguiba. 

Murzuq: Ag~, Traghein, Um el AraJ'leb, Zuila, Gatrum 

Ghadames : Der j -s inc.••e in . 

(b) Materials.- SurgiceJ.. and laboratory equi:pment end stores of 

drugs are kept at the centres with resident medical officers·. ·The clinic at 

r Brak has b~en supplied with metal consulting~room equipment~ 

· {c) Treatments.- Moat of the patients are treated on.' the spot. 

The medical officers perform minor surgery and eye treatment (a'.' g. :fci.r 
trichiasis) on their tours. 

•, .· 

11 
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D. Statistics 

l. Budget ·· 
. . , ... .. . ' · 

I .•~ 

' ··'· ::. 

~944.·. ·'. 1945' 
.274, 700 . 372,.459'. 

' :_. 1946 ... .. . 1941 ~ . 1948. . 19.49 1950 
729;;459 . 2,-712,511 :. 4~133, 741 :. 4_,120,800 ~,586,958 France 

· 2': Number of patients (:attended by medical 9ffiGers): 

1~44 
18,995 

194.5 ' 
.5 ,o84. 

1946 
5,986 

Attended by hospital orderlies: 

1947 
6,244 

1948 
18,507 

1949 
16,177 

1950 
15,061 

1946 
f S,120 

1947 
52,060 

194.8 
50,525 

. ),.949 .. · 1950 

Pr!ecipal· dieeases and epidemics 
' . 
· Liste.cl. in order of impor};ance: 

. •. ' ~ ~ . 

~e·dis~aees, chiefly tra~oma 

:Malaria 

Visceral and cutaneouS parasitic ·oonditiclns 

· Vener eal di seases 

Typhus· 

Tuberculosis 

66,685 . .51,522 

. ·. :.'' 

· h ogenous intoxications: alcoholism from pa.lm wine 1 c~onic theine 
poinaoning. 

·.Smallpox ) 
~a current fever ) no cases in 1950. 

Treatment statistics ' '· 

~achq~e.i-. 30 i .~o 50 _per cent of the populat~on e~f':fer from trachoma 

of varyina a.eve:t'~~y. The_ f _igures. for cure . or 1mpr6ve~ent vary directly w1 th 

the distan:c~ fro~~ clinic ~ Since !'egul~: treatment is . one of' the essential 

condi tions f or cure. Palpebral c~mplicatfOnS vary considerably in 
' ._ . : · '.· - -

fre·g_uency throughout the . er~a~ · ~~~re ,El.re marr;/ ·in ·sha.tti apd ·f'e1i at Sebha. 

The l;lverage i~ T per cent·: · 
•. . • . ~· • • . • • • .1 • • ~ -· 

InfebtiouS. and· otl't~t- con,/linc.tivit:ta~ :.0~05·' .pe~ cent. 

Gonoc~cc~ · ·con.i~t:tv.uis;.: · : .A~:p~;:.p~~, -~~11t·~ ·-. 
BlinCI~ee fr-:>~ cat/ ~hct·, . iJ~~~-,. e~f . : . , 1 · per . .cent~ · ,.., 
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Malaria..- Owing -t.o the steps taken against malaria s~nce 194 J, 
it now only appears in isolated cases, with no seasonal epidemic. 

Urinary bilharziasis.- O.l?5-·per cent of the child population. 

Intestinal ~araaites.- Round worm is widespread among c?ildren, 

nearly 90 per cent of whom are infested. Cases drop to 2 per cent in adults. 

Venereal ~. ieeases: 

Gonorrhoea: l per cent of patients. 
SyPhilis 
Jicrcd.itf:'.r~· S;yph:lin: 0.~ per cent. 

Smallpox is endemic among the northern nomads, who rarely seek 

treatment. There were no cases in the !i'~!-:2a.11. -tn 1950. 5_,327 persona were 

vaccinated against smallpox. The ,.;hole population· was vaccinated systemati­

cally during the winter of 1950 - 1951. 

Tuberculosis.- A fe\·I cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were observed 

in the Murzuq area, in the pneumonic or bronchopn~umonic form. 

one case of tubercular laryngitis. 

There was 

Influenza, measles and recurrent fever, of which there had been 

_cases in previous years, did not appear i n the Fezzan in 1959· 

3. .Anti-epidemic measures: 

Trachoma.- The hospital orderlies carry out treatment with copper 

sulphate drops. The treatment is applied systematically in all schools and ba 

clinics. 

When there are corneal complicat i ons, treatment with luterol-piros 

and · aureOil!Ycin is given under medical supervi sion. 

Conjunct! vi t .is.- Cases . of infect ious conjunctivitis are always 

examined bacteriologically and receive appropriate trea~nt ranging from 

antibiotics to chlorine antiseptics. 

Malaria.- Two types of campaign are carried out against malaria: 

l) Protection of the populatiOn.-by· synthetic anti-malarial drugs. 

This is 'P!'actiaed systematically at prea.ent at -Brak and will later be extended 

to other regions of the Fezzart. Prexnaline .·N is distributed to the entire 

pop~~ation under the close supervision of t he medical officer, who sees that th 

drug supplied is actually taken. 

- ---·- -·------------ --- --- - ------
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2) . The campaign a_gainst the _vector is .. more difficult, because of the 

many s~urces. of ivater .. and. thair use for d.rin~.dng. An ~ffective start has, 

ho"'\lrevar, .been-made by stocking springs, _well~ and :ponds i·rith gambusia. 

Work on drainage and purification of .. stegna.r1t .. i·rater ha_d been carried 
• • • I 

out at. Brak. 

4. S:Pecial establishment.s 

There are none :In t .he Fezzan.. 

E. Care for mothers and children 

1. 'VlE>lfO.ri? of mothers and children . 

. The budget has included an appropriation for this welf~re since. 

1944. Regular clinics are held every t\-TO weeks. 

exa.mined by t:he.s.e clinics ~as b.een as follows: 

The number of babies 

. :)..948 
2,357 

1949 

2,469 
1950 

2,519 
M::>tb,ers recei v~.· ,(:lubste.ntial aid in the form of milk for the children, 

food for themselves, and. baby clothing. 

2. Maternity hospitals 

There are no maternity hospitals in the Fezzan. Babies are born 

·at home. .In general, Moslem ""I·Tomen do not call u:pon the medical officer in 

serious· cases until it is too J...a.te for him to be of use. 

The . ·training of a Moslem mid1Tife at Brak has proved. useful. It 

has. enabled. the med.:l.cal officer · of the Brak centre to follovr ind.irectly the 

pregnancies of a large number of women and to be informed of the likelihood. 

of ::>bstetrical complications. 

·F::>ur other midwives are to be recruited. 

3 • . Treatment of children at school 

~ Regular inspection by a medical officer of a11 · child..l:''en attending sdlool; 

Compulsory measures of hygiene; 

Anti-smallpox vaccination; 

Treatment for trachoma-; 

Treatment of ringworm. 

F. Med.ical staff 

The five medioal officers are French army medical officers. 
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The hospital orderlies are Fezzanese 1·rho can read and ~£"ite anal 

are ca:pable of keeping the treatment register up-to-date. They receive ;: 
I' 

courses of medical and -.phru:'lllaceutical instruction from the medical-officers. 

They are ab~e_· ·to give ordinary treatment ano. carry out minor medical _prO!iiedures, 

such as temporary , irnm.obili~ation of fractures. · 

G. Health legislation and ~eneral provisions 

a) Public health statu:t;es ·and regulations 

The Fezzan is subject to Algerian public health law. In case of 

an epidemic the Resident is em:powered to take B:ll_n:~cessa~y ~te_:ps ___ to ?!'event 

or restrict movement throughout the affected area and to order compulsory 

vacc i.11.a t ion. 

b) Popular health education 

One of _the duties of the hospital orderlies is to warn the people 

of the dan3er of neglecting disease. Each clinic has a supply of posters 

on eye diseases, typhus and venereal diseases, 

Health eduoot ion is mos·c effectively given in the schools. The 

chjldren are given lesaons in general and bodily hygiene. 

installed in each school (and in the clinics). 

R. Extent and effects of prostitution 

Shower baths are 

Unrostricted prostitution exists throughout the Fezzan, particularly 

in the M~trzuq area. It is extremely difficu.lt to control. Women who are 

ascertained to b,e suffer~ from venereal disease are treated at the chief 

clinics. 

I. \fater Aupply 

There is no piped water supply or water from public fountains in 

the Fez zan which can be bacterio-logically-- examined. The :People ' of the 

Fezzari. . get ·their. drinlti~g "'re.ter direct from wells in their gardens o~ in the 

interbr· courts of their houses. 

The -water has been ch!9mically analysed, It is drinkable everywhere, 

exce-pt that of the saline lakes (Jedid, the ·nai~da area, and the various 

sabkhas). At Brak, which no,·r receives its water supply from t>.ro artesian 

wells, bacteriological examinations carried out in November 1950 showed 

no pathogenic ·organisme. 

It should be mentioned that no water-borne epidemic disease has 

e ver been recorded in the Fezzan. 

11 
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CH.APrER IX 

MISSIOlliB 

In addition to the visits by United Nations experts, several French 

missions .ha.ye been working i~ the Fezza.n during the yeB:r. 

1. Survey: Mission 

The work of this mission was sunmta.rized in Chapter VI, on Public 

Works. The results have been recorded in a 11Handbook- of B~noh·~ks" • 
. 2. Educational Mission 

~~. VMstafa Ilea, t~aoher at the Algiers Madrisa, tra~ellad ttroughout 

the Fezzan, giving lectures in Arabic on educational subjects in all the large 

towns. 

3. :Magnetic Mie~:~ion 

Mr. Dubief, physicist at the Inst~tute of Meteorology and Geodetics 

at Algiers, took a series of readings at Bergein, Bu Shakak, Brak, Eshkida, 

Ed;ri, Temenhint, Ghodwa, Mm::zuq, Wynzerik, Sebha and: '86lil.u. - A detailed report 
• ' ' I • 

on .this. work is to be issued by the Faculty of Science of .Algiers. 

4. ,Mission on Crop Protection 

rl.!r'. Paaquier, teacher at the National Institute of Agriculture of the 

Maison CSX"ree, ..Algiers, has been stud;)ring the effects of noxious insects and. 

compiling a :plan of pa.rasi te control. He also worked on the improvement of 

cereal cultivation. 

5· Mission on Parasitologr 

Dr. Vermeil, assistant at the Institut Pasteur at Tunis, carried 

out research on the'following subjects: 

(a) Bilharziasis. Infected z~nes: ~ossible spread of rectal 

bilharziasis. 

(b) Entomology of malaria and the Culicidae. S~read to the Fezzan 

of malarial vectors from Central Africa. 

(c) S~ead to the Fezzan of spirochaetosis duttoni from Central 

Mrica. 

(d) Rodents (antmals, their burrows and parasites). 

6. Agricultural Mission 

Mr. MOnciero, agronomist, director of the Centre of Agricultural 

Researc:r. for the Sahara at Al Mien (Algeria), and Mr. Perreau-Leroy, agronomist 
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at the Centre of Agi'icuJ.tural Re_sea.rch for Sourthern Morocco at Zagora, ma.de a 

tour of the Fezzan to stu~ the date-palm problem. 

7. Geological Mission 

·Mr. L'efranc and Mr-. Freulon; of the Centre of Saharan Research at 

_the So:rbonne, carried out surveys 'in the ·Fezza.ri in order to complete the 

geological map. 

8. :gydrolosical Mission · 

Mr. Mulle:r-Feuga and Mr. Domerglie, engineers of the Public Works 

Department of Tunisia, completed the hydrological survey.which they had started 

in 1948. 
9. Linsuistic Mission 

Mr. 1-Tilliron. Marcais, member of the Institute, and Mr. Philippe Marcaj 

professor of Arabic at the University of Algiers, continued.their .Xinguistic 

studies into the spoken Arabic 6t the Fezzan. 

10. Ophthalmological Mission 
.-

An o:phthaJ.mologi~al mission· dire.cted by Miss Anto:I:ne, medical 

specialist of the University of Algiers~ is eJCl).ected in the Fezzaii· in the 

autUl!l!l of 1951, She intends, as on her :previous visit.,. to .treat ·operable 

cases of ~e disease (cataract, hypertonia, etc), thus · enablins a number of 

patients to resUme normal life. 

11. A geographical mission from the University of Algiers is also eX]ected to 

visit the Fezzan to stu~ hydrological conditione on the southern edge ·of the 

Fezzaneae basin and to undertake an enquiry into the standard of living of 

the :popula.tion of the Terri tori. 

11 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

The French Government, as the administering Power in the Fezzan, 

··desiring to collabo~ate in the programme of assif '.;ance undert;aken by the Economic 

and So~ial .Council, and. in the light ·of the informati-on collected by the missions 

led by Messrs. Daubenton and Go~·~,ich in the Fez.zan in 1950, concluded a basic 

agreement with ·the United Nation.S ?n ·23 March 1951.. 

On the ·same cl,ay a first supplementary agreement was signed, under which ..... :·.': ' 

the United Nations and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

undertook .to fUrnish the admini~terlng Power with: 

~e economist, 

one public fina.nce ·expert, 

one .agr-onome_, .. · 

three. experts on a.rtesian wells, 

one expert on date-palm cultivation, 

one social welfare expert." 

As a result of these agreements an initial mission visited the Fezzan 

in June 1951 and. has submitted its report to FAO. A second mission, comprising 

Messrs. Barbet, Monciero, Perreau-Leroy and Deeparmet, is to meet in Rome on 

23 October 1951 in orlj""< GO establish contact with FAO officials before sta:r-ting 

,.,ork in the Fezzan. 

In pursuance of the basic agreement just mentioned, a second supple­

mentary agreement was signed on 18 Octobe:r- 1951, providing that the following 

experts, already assigned to T:r-ipolitania and Cyrenaica, will proceed to the 

Fezzan in order to advise the ad.minietering Power 1n drawing up a plan for · 

economic and social development 

one expert on general economi_cs, 

one expert on development financing, 

one expert on subsoil mineral resources, 

one expert on vocational training (agricultural produce), 

one general agricultural expert, 

one expert on agricultural credit and rural co-operatives, 

one expert .on subterranean water and its use in agriculture, 

one generai educational expert. 

----- ----------- -------------------------------------------------------------
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In addition, since the United Nations International Children's 

Emergency Fund and the World Heaith' C!rganize.tion had made a joint enquiry in 

·Libya in March 1951, on 12 September France submitted a request for joint 

WRO~OOCEF S:eeistanc~ to the Fezzan'~· , . 
. ~· .. .. 
The following missions have visited the Fezzan during 1951 in 

connexion with one 
:· !. · . • . • • 

March 1951 

June 1951 

August 1951 

September 1951 
. ::·· 

or other of the above programmes: 

Mr. Ka.rakacheff (finance) , Dr. Lindsay (medicine) . . . . 
Dr. Mettrup .(HJIO), Mr·. C.A. Egger (UNICEF), t'·ro days, . . ·. . 

·Dr .· Wheatley, general agdcul tural . expert (FAO L five days, 

.Messrs. Monciero~ Director of the Sahara E~erimental Station, 

E1 Arfan (Southern Constantine), and P.e~eau-Lerby, 
Dir~ctor of the Ksar es Souk Experimental Station (Morocco), 

sent out by FAO to study the agriculture of the Fezzan and 

submit a plan for its development (~th special reference to 

date-palm culti~tion). Dr. Lindberg, senior economic 

adviser, two days ~' -' : .. 

Dr. Higgin '- senior econmnic advi~er, two days. 
• ·,·I ' ' , . 

Messrs. Bell . (a.grlqultural marke.ting), Clouston (stockbreeding 

Gaard (agricultural credit and co-operatives), Pioge (water 
. ····· . . 

. control), Cole (social development), L:lndsay (medic~e .. and 
• .. 

hygiene), Papayanou (home itl.duatriee) and Visser (war d;.e..mage), 
:. ~. 

five clays, 

All these experts travelled from Tripoli to Sebha by, united Nations 

aircraft. On · arriv~g in the Fezzan they were cared. for by the AdMinistration 
• ¥ , 

of the Terri tory, . which 1Ji:'Ovid.ed them "trlth board. and. l~O..glng and the necessr .Y 
:, . • . : . . . . . I. 

transport for any visits they wished to make, and in certain cases paid them the 
. . -. . .. 

allowances provided for in the technical assistance agreements . 

Despite their short stay in the FezzanJ these m.isE!ione obtained an 

insight into the difficulties confronting the Administration~ the general . . . . 
poverty of the country, the backWardness and destitut ion of the inhabitants, the . . 

great distance's between the centres of population, the lack of communications, 

the high cost o~ transport, the rigours of the climate, and the costliness of thE 

most modest controi or development programme . Th~y \orere all filled with 
. . 

admiration. i"or 't-rhat had been done in irate:r control, agri?ulture, ~edical 

assistance, educational development and the social betterment of the depressed 

classes. The experts, draim from widely different nationalities, all declared 

---- --- - --- - .. .. ....... .. ........ . .. 
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tilems~lves oatisfied w:i:bh their contacts both with represr:;ntatiYeu o:: tte 

ad.:rninil.s·~ering Power aro..d. with the Fezza:'1GS8 authorit.ies. They 2.pprec~;_s.'t8d Jvhe 
ii 

facilit:ties m·ra:o.ged fc!' them ln ·a c,ountr·y entirely .. ,,i thout l~esour-:::es, so tL3 to 

emJ.bl~ them -to -work in the. best possible cC'lnditiO'-lS • 

. '. .~ .... 

.. ... 

. J 
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. ·ANNEX NO. 1 . 

TERRITORY OF TEE FESSAN 

Decree No. 4 

We, AEMED r~·:- SEIF EN rfASR, Chief of the Territory of the Fezze.n, . ' 

Having beard our Couceellors do hereby appoint,as representatives 

of the Fezzan in the ~reparatory Committee of Twenty-One, the represGutatives 

whose names follo'I'T bslow: 

ALI. BEN ABDENNEBI EL t!AGFITOUF 
TAEAR BEl ABDAUAH JEru\RI 
MOHA.MM&D OTmd.AN l3EN AEMED SID 
BELGASEM BEN IAMIN BUGUIIA 
HAJJ AU BE1~ MOHAMMED BEDIWI 
ABMED BEN MOHAMMED 'll!:BOULI 
EL MABDI BEN HAJJ MOHAMMED lUBA 

Gorda, 8 Sbawa.l 1369 

' ( 24. July 1950) 

Chief of the Territory of the Fezzan 

(signed) ARMED BEY ~IF EN NASR 

Minister of the Interior 

(signed) HAJJ EAY.UDA 

Minister of Finanoe 

(signed) NASR BEU SALEM 

Minister of Health and Education 

(signed} EL MARDI BEN AEMED 
r 

11 
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ANNEX NO . 2 

TERRITORY OF THE FEZZAN 

Decree No. 5 

We, -ARMED. :BEY SEIF EN NASR, Chief of the Terxitory of the Fezza.n, 

Having heard our Counsellors, do hereby 

That the following :persona are appointed representatives of the 

Fezzan in the National Assembly: 

MOHAMMED OTHMAN BEN A:HMED SID 
ALI BEN ,ABDENNEBI EL MAGHTOUF 
AHMED TEBOlJLI 
BE!GASEM BUGUIIA 
EL AKEIOO: BEN ALI 
ALI BEN MOHAMMED BEDIWI 
EUBAlffi BEN A~ 
TABAR BEN MO~ EL ALIM 
SAAD· BEN MIDUN 
MANSOUR BEN MOHAMMED 
tAZHAlH BEN ALI 
ALI :BEN MOHAMMED NASIRA 
SENUSSI HAMADI 
TA1IAR BEN GEDAFI 
ALI SAADAWI 
Sm:RIF ALI BEN MOHAMMED 
FITOUBI BEN MOHAMMB1D 
MOHAMMED LAMIR 
EL MA.BBOOK BEN ALI 
ALI BEN ABDALLAH 

Gorda., 21 November 1950 

(signed) ABMED BEY SEIF EN NASR 

Minister of the Interior 

( a igned) RAJ J ID\MUDA 

Minister of Finance 

(signed) NASR BEN SALEM 

Minister of Health and Education 

(signed) EL MABDI BEN AEMED 

I '----------------------- - -L 
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ANNEX NO. 3 

TERRITORY OF THE FEZ2AN 

Decree No. 6 

We, AHMED BEY.SEIF EN NASR; Chi-ef of the '!'errit ory of the Fezzan, 

Raving heard our Counsellors and seen the Transitional Regime for 
the Fezzan do hereby 

·, . 
· · DECREE ., 

Article 1. That M. NOUR BEN TABAR is appointed representative of 

the Fezzan on the Commission for the Transfer of Powers to the Provisional 
' . . 

Government of Libya, with affect from 8 FebrUary 1951. 

Counsellor for the Interior 

(signed) HAJJ HAMODA 
. ~- . . ' . 

.-.· . 

Gorda~ 5 February 1951 

Chief rf the Territory of the ~ezzan 

AID1ED J3EY SEIF EU NASR 

(.signed) AHMED BEY 

Couqaellor for Financial Affairs 

( s ignad) NASR BEN SALEM 

Counsellor for Health ·end Pub.lio Education 

(signed) EL MAliDI BEN AHMED 
' : ·. 
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·ANNEX 'NO. 4 

Decree No'. 7 

. ' . . \ ~ . . . 
We, AHMED BEY SEIF EN NASR .· Chief of the Territory of the Fez zan, . ~ ~ . ,; ~ 

Having heard our Counsellors and seen the Transitional Regime for 

'the Fezza.n·; do hereby 

. f . ~ • • 

DECREE 
' '-.,i' 

. . 
Article l. That M. KHALIL BEN MOHAMMED SHAAR is appointed Deputy 

.. in th.e L~byan Assembly with effe,ct from ·8 February· 1951 in place of M. OTBMAN . . .· ... . . 

BEN AHMliD sm, transferrad. 

Counsellor for the Interior 

( 8 igned) HAJJ HAMUDA 

Gorda, 5 February 1951 

ARMED BEY SEIF EN NASR 

Chief of the Territory of the Fezzan 

(signed) AEMED SEIF Eir NASR 

Coun~ellor for Financial Affairs 

(signed) NASR B~ SALEM 

Counsellor for Rea.Ith and Public _Education 

(signed) EL MARDI BEN ABMED 

·. 
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ANNEX NO. 5 

: ": TERRITORY CF THE FEZZAN 

Decision No. 5 

·By ~he R~sident of France, representing the French Goveh,ment in . 

the Fezz~ • . 

'Vherea.s by a resolution dated 21 .. February 1951 the Libytm National 

Assembly requested His Highness SAYED MOHAMMED IDRIS ES SENUS,SI, ~g-designate 

of Libya., to .select after consultation persona to. ·conatitu~e the · ~ov'iaiona.l 
Government of the Fezzan, 

Whereas the governmental structure of the Fezzan must be adapted 

to the nev circumstances created by the existence of provision~l governments 

in Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, so that tho institutions of the three c.ountries 

may be in h~rmony, 

Whereas in consequence the Counsellors of' .A.E:Mlnl BEY SEIF EN lt4.SR, 

Chief' of the Territory of tho Fe.zze.n, whose duty it is to assist him in his 

govcrrJ40ntal functions, will tn future have to possess mtniaterial powers, 

Considering Decision No. 4, dated 12 February 1950, and 

Considering paragraph 5 of the Transitional Regime for the Fezzan; 

iiov. Therefore the Resident 

DEDIDES 

That paragraph 1 "Constitution of the Pu.l;llic Authorities 11 shall be 

amended to read as follows: 

"He shall be assisted in hie governmental functions by three to six 

Ministers a~~ointed by him, for justice, firia.nce, economic and agricultvxal 

affairs, the inte:rior, public health, and public educe.tio;:t." 

Fort-Leclerc, 29 March 1951 

Lieutenant-Colonel SARAZAC 

The Resident of France in the Fezza.r 

(signed) SABAZAC 

11 



ANNEX NO. 6 

TERRITORY OF TEE FEZZAN 

Decree No. 8 

We', A.HM:ED BEY SE.:ri EN NASR, Chief of the Territo:ry of the Fezza.n, 

Considering paragraph 1 of the Transitional Regime for the Fezzan, 

do hereby 

APPOThTT 

To be our Ministers: 

For the Interior and for JUstice: 

HAJJ HAMUDA BEN TABAR 

For Economic, Financial and Agricultural Affe.i.rs: 

NASR BEN SALEM 

For Public Health end Public Education 

EL MA.EDI BEN AHMED 

Dar El Bey, 29 March 1951 

ARMED :BEY SEIF EI\f I@.SR 

Chief of the Territory of the.Fezzan 

(signa~.) !.EMED SE!F Ell! ~~-~.sn 
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ANNEX NO. 7 

ACT CONCERNING ELECTIONS 

to Jema.as of villages and nomadic tribes 

The two basic social groups in ~he Fezzan are the village and 

the nomadic tribe. 

The village is a settled population group bearing a nama and 

living round one mosque near irrigated fields. 

A nomadic confederation is an association of tribes, generall.y of 

diverse racial origins, conforming to the same laws ~d claiming the same 

eponymous ancestor. 

·A nomadic tribe is one of the racial components of a confederation. 

A nomadic tribe may poase"3S settled propert;y (e.g. villages, 

houses, irrigated fields and trees), but its characteristic. feat~e is that 

its male members at least are :c,omadic dur~ the whole or part of the year, 

particularly the spring. 

-_ .. 

. II 
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DEFINITION 

(a) "Principal establishment" moans a man's family, his movable or 

immovable property, or any other factor attaching him to a particular place. 

(b) Where a man belongs to a clearly-defined racial group and has not 

completely severed his former ties, be shall be deemed to belong to that social 

medium :(milieu) in which he has ·u vod for at least one generation_. 

(c) Forced-·emigration caused by war shall not be deemed to terminate 

membership of a social medium. 

(d) 11Residence" means life in a. village, or in a nomadic tribe "~>lhatever 

its movements. 

(e) An official of the Federal Gqvernment obliged by the duties of his 

office .to live away from his social medium shall nevertheless continue to belong 

to that medium. 

* 
* * 

SECTION I . ELECTIONS 

Article : l. The following shall be electors: 

Every male Libyan citizen having his principal establishment in a 

viilage . or tribe who on the date of the elections has r esided therein for at 

least one year; 

who is not less than 21 years of age,. and who 

is not a lunatic or a mental defective , and 

bas not been sentenceQ. to a penalty involving loss of civil rights; and 

is not a member of tho armed for~os, and 

is not registered with a relief board. 

Article · 2. Electoral lists. 

In every village or nomadic tribe the sheikh in office shall compile , 

not lat$r than one month before tho date fixed for the elections, a list of all 
I ' ' 

citizens possessing the qualifications set forth in Article 1 and required to 

vote. A copy thereof shall be sent to the Caid and to the Minister of the 

Interior. 

The Minister of the Interior shall cause the said lists to be 

supervi$ed and verified by a commission which be may appoint for that purpose. 
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.Article 3. No person may be an elector in e. village or a· tribe ~~bo does i!not 
ii 

possess the qualifications set forth in Article 1, or who is already reg~;stered 

as an elector in another village or tribe. 

The su~ervisory commission shall be required to record and draft a 

report on every such case coming before it. 

Article 4 ~ ., Summoning of electors. 
' . 

Electors shall be summoned by a decree of the Minister of the 
.. , 

Interior, which shall a-p:pear not later than one month before the date of the 

elections. 

* 
* * 

SECTION II . MEMBERS 

Article 1." Constitution of village Jemaa. 

(a) For each village of.200 ·i~habitants or less~ 'three members ~ball 
be elected. 

(b) For a village of more than 200 inbabi tants the number of 

inhabitants shall be rounded to the next higher even b~nared, and one 

additional member shall be elected for each additional 200 inhabitaDts. 

Article 2. Constitution of Jema:<> of·a nomadic tribe. 

The Jemaa of a tribe as defined in tbe preamble to this Act shall be 

constituted by the same number of members as tbe J"eme.a of a village . 

Wbere a single tribe is divided among a number of settlements, 

authorization to form a Jemaa may be granted by tbe Minister of the Interior on 

:presentation by the interested persons of an ap~lication stating their reasons. 

Article 3. The following shall be eligible for election: 

Every male Libyan citizen who is an elector in a village or nome.dic 

tribe and has resided therein for not less tban five years on the date of the 

election, and is not leas than 25 years of age, s.nd is· not disqualified. ~nder 

the provisions of Section I, Article 1. 

No :person may be ~.a member of more than one Jemaa. 

No person ·bolqing a :public office may bo a member of" a Jemaa. 

\ ll 
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Article 4. Nomination. 
•.· ' 

(a) Individual nominations may not be admitted; only lists comprising 

.a number of candidates correspobding to the number of vacant ~eats ~ay be 
accepted. 

Every candidate mu·st possess the qualifications set fortb in Section II, 
Article 3,. 

(b) Nominations must be submitted. to the Caid, on unstamped .. I>a:Per witb 

a clear statement of the names, age, office and. duration of sojourn in the 

village or tribe of each candidate. 

Nominations shall then be forwRrded to the Minister of the Interior, who 

shall transmit ~hem for verification to a oomm\sston which be m~y appoint for 

that purpose. The closing date for nominations shall be ten days before tbe 
date of the electicn~. 

Article 5. Objections. 

Objections me.y be lodged against nominations on the following ·grounds: 

(a) Incomplete description of candidate; 

(b) Legal informality of. nomination; 

(o) Laqk by camlidate of e. required qualification. 

An objection sball be valid only if submitted to the supervisory 
commission. 

An objection must be submitted in writing, must state reasons, and must 
be signed by tbe objector. 

The Commission shall rule on tbe validity or othorwise of the objection, 

and shall inform tbe cand:l.date accordingly. Its ruling sbe.ll be final. 

Article 6. Withdrawal of nomination. 

Any candidate may withdraw by application submitted not later than 10 

days before tbe date of the elsctions. 

After such date a withdrawal sball not be aocBpted, but if the 

candidate's list is elected be sball ·be deemed to have ·~signed and a by-election 
shall be beld. 

* 
* * 
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SECTION III . ELECTIONS 

.Artiqle 1. Inspectors of elections. 

The Minister of the Interior may appoint inspectors of elections, who 

shall have the follov!ing powers:· · ,. ·· 

(a) To inspect and supervise the administration of elections; 

(b) To ensure tba t elections are· regular, impartial, and. in 

accordance vntb the proVisions of this Act; 

(c) .To issue any instructions necessary to give effect to this Act. 

Article 2. The batlot. 

Members of th6 Jemaa shall be elected by majority list vote for tbe 

wh·ole village or nomadic~ ·~:;:o·!pe. Voting in the elections shall be universal and.. 

direct. 

It sball be unla~ful to erase any name from a list or to replace a 

name by any other. 

· Aeticle 3. The poll. 

(a) The polling station and. its chairman. 

Tbe chairman of the polling station shall be tbe sbeikb iri office, who 

shall be assisted by two deputies selected from among. the members of the sitting 

Jema.e.. Tl:le·.functions of tb~ chairman shall be the following: 

1. To poet the list of candidates. 

2. To ensure secrecy of the ballot. 

3. To maintain order in the polling room. 

4. To exclude. from tbe -polling room all persons a~rcept -­

Can~~aa~es ana their representatives; 
/ 

Electoral officers; 

P~lice officers on duty; 

Employees of the polling station; 

Voters casting tbeir votes. 

If any person causes e. aisturbance·, the chairman may call upon a police 

officer to eject him. 

(b) Uno~poaed lists. 

If by polling day only one list bas been submitted and no objection bas 

been lodged., or any objection bas been d.iaposed of by the supervisory commission, 

the chairman shall for~llwith declare the list elected, and shall draft a report 

~thiob be shall forward to the Inspector of Elections. 

11 
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: (c) Where more than one list is submitted. 
:! 

:: A list may be elected only if it receives _ ... 

l. An ribsolute majority of the votes cast, and 

' 2. A number of votes equal to at least one-quarter of the registered 
electors. 

If no.list satisfies these requirements, new elections by relative 

majority shall be held during the succeeding eight days . 

. (d) Voting by i lli terata persons • 

. In order to enable illiterate persons to vote, each list anall bear a 
distinctive sign. 

The distinctive sign shall be printed clearly at the foot of every list 
posted in :public. 

(e)"Spacial case .. 

In the special case of a nomadic tribe, a family vote shall be :permitted. 

The representative of the family shall be required to bring with him all 

necessar,y :proxie~ ·and signatU:res of absent persons shall be attested by the sheikh 

in office and two witnesses. 

' .· (f) Posting. 

As soon as nomination is closed, the chairman of the polJ_ing station 

shall be required to postthe lists of the candidates, the electoral 

arrangements, and the date of the election. 

· (g) The ballot-box. 

Every ballot box shall be so constructed that voting papers once 

da:poaitsa cannot be withdrawn until it is o~ened. As soc~ as the ~ell is 

opened, the chairman shall ascertain before witnesses that the ballot-box is 

empty, and shall then seal it. 

Throughout the elections ,the be.llot-box shall be so :placed as to be 

visible to the ~ubUc. 

(h) Polling-booths. 

··In· the vicinity of~ every :polling station there shall be a chamber 

protected from the ~ublic view, known as the polling-booth. Tbe poiling•booth 

must contain voting papers f'or every liat. 

(i) Checking of voters. 

Vlhanever a vote is cast, the chairman shall mark off the name of the 
voter. 
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(j) Voting papers. 

valid unless it bears the list of A voting paper shall not 

candidates or the distinctive sign. Voting. ~ape.rs left blank, torn, defa¢ed or 

bearing votes for more than one list shall be cancelled • 
.. 

(k) Verification of identity. 

Tbe identity of voters having no personal documents shall be verified by 

the chairman and his two deputies. 

(1) Closure of poll. 

The poll shall be closed at the appointed hour, and only electors still 
I 

in the polling room shall then be entitled to·voto. 

Article 4. Count; announcement of results. 

The chairman may authorize a n\mber: of persons in addition to those 

specified in Section III, Article 3 ~~) 4. to assist in conduc~ing the count • 

,. 
.After the ballot-boxes have been opened, ·the cbai~an shall turn out . . ., ' . . .., 

the voting papers and verify that their numbe.r is the same as the number of 
' . . ,. . . 

. voters me.rked .. off on the electora~ lists. lie shall _discard spoilt votin.~ 

papers and read out the results. 

After the count has been fully checked, be shall announce the final 

resuJ,te. 

The ~oting papers sbull.be preserved, together ~ith ail other 

documents relating to tbe sleetier.: for a period of three months. 

The chairman of the polling station shall draw up a report wbicb be 

shall forward to the Minister of the In.terior through tbe inspector of elections. 

* 
* * 

SECTION IV. ELECTORAL OFFENCES 

Article 1. Any person -who 

(a) Falsifies an electorel list; 

(b) By threat or violence coerces an elector or prevents him from· 

exercising his right to vote; 

(<:)Misleads an elector; 

(d) Lends, offers or gives money to an.electdr; 

(e) Receives money for his vpte; 

(f) Votes fraudulently (e.g. not oo'ing registered in an electoral Hat; 

on behalf of another person; or more th~n once); 

11 
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I' 

(g) Steals electoral dqcumente and changes or attempts to change results; 
0 

(b) Uses threats or vidlence . to prevent an election, or takes part in 

1y seditious demonstration; . _ ... ~ 

(i) Gains possession of .the baUot-b~x, Qr substitutes it, or o-pens 

it without authorization; 

shall 'Qe liable . to imprisonment not exceeding one year or to a · .. fine not 

exceeding · 50,000 francs. · 

Article 2. Any person wbo 

(a) Infringes the· secrecy of the ballot or of an elector's vote; 

(b) Utters defamatory speeches wi tb reference to a oondidate, or 

propagates false re-ports, 

shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding six months or to a fine not 

exceeding 25,000 francs. 

Article 3. Any person who 

(a) Enters the polling station bearing arms; 

·(b) re·mains ' in the polling station without authorization and refuses 

to leave; 

(c) Conducts himself in the polling station in an improper manner and 

refuses to obey the chairman's orders, 

shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding one month or to a fine not 

exceeding 5,000 francs. 

Article 4. All electoral offences sbsll be referred to the Caid's Court by the 

inspector of elections. 

* 
* * 

SECT:t.ON V. APPEALS 

Sole Article. An election may be challenged by any elector or person eligible 

for election ~ithin a period of five days, or by the Ce.id within a period of 

15. 0.aya. 

A commission of ~nquiry a~pointed by the Minister of the Interior shall 

determine the matter ~ithin one month. 

·nar e 1 Bey, 18 Jlugust 1951. 

---------------------
,_'--___ ..... . ·-·--··-·"-
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. . ·.JU9m liO. 8 ;) 
·~ mOTimv i oF tiaiftKa-''~ · . -. : . 

Article 1: The sheikh of a village or nomad tribe shall be elected from among 

the members of the Jemaa on the · eighth day if no a~~eal has been lodged, and 

otherwia~ on t~e fifteenth day, after the election of the Jemaa. 

Article 2: For the :purpose of elec.t. ·'.ng a sheikh, the Je~ must be . fully 

constituted. Vacancies must be filled by election before a sheikh is elected. 

Article .3: The. election shall be by secret ball?t· 

Artiole 4: Election shall require an absolute majority in the first two ballots 

and a relative majority in the third ballot; if the result of the third ballo~ 

ie a tie, the eldest candidate shall prevail. 

Article 5: A~peal against an election shall be lodged within five days, subject 

to the s~e conditions as govern election to a Jemaa • 

• • - 0 • • • 

------. ---- ----·-----

. r 
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AlrnEX NO. 9 

RECONSTITUTION OF JEMAA 

Article !l. -- A Jemaa shall be elected ·for five yea:ra. 

_ Artic,:Le 2. -:· A J~ Sh.(;l.ll be completely reconstituted. at the· end. of' five years, 

t6 the ~y; from the d~te of the first ele.ct;i,on accoriitl.g to the electoral law. 
~: . . . . ' . . . ~. ' . 

Electors shall. be . fJuzmnoned · as . l~id d."Own in Chapter I, ~ticle 4 of the 
' .. Ac.t.;oo~~ Eiect:J.on~ • . · · .. · 

~icl~· S· -... 'Whcn .- the ·membership o:f:' a Jemaa is . reduc~d t~ one-bali' by incidontal 

ya~vig~ ·due to Cleatl: Ol rQ.signati.on, · by-electioh~ s~all h<:> held wit~.in two 

!!lOntlJ.a .ff-cm. ·::h& .:i(.;Ci.i.!TtJnOO of the .last vacanCy' • 

. .Arti..Cls · 4 •. -- A member of a . Jemaa may resign at hie ovri r3qnat:ri. • 

. Article 5 ... --·A member of ~ Jemae: wh~~ without excua~ a.i-'p~oved. by .:~hs · Jernat~: r~ila 
tO-a.n.swet tln-ee con~6Jti~~ ·: ~urimo~e~ to atte~d may be declared l?Y the Caid to 

. 1: • . 

.have ·ree~d.. Re. may · appee.l tO the Council of Ministers 'Within ten days after 

t .. ooti:f':tcati.on.." 

-: ·Art:l..elfr 6. · -- 11 re:t;4'1ng Jll.ember of a Jeme.a may stand. for o'ffice again at the 
·: : ,· .. ' . 

next el.eetiona. 

, .. . ·· . 

. ; ·. 

~ .. 

L :t • 
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ANNEX NO ~ 10 

OPERATION OF JEMAA 

A Jemaa may be dis"t::~olved by :r.-easoned decree .of the Counc:O. of Min;l!B:Gers. 

A new election shall ' be held within the next two months. 
...·· i . 

A a~ecial delegetion conFisting .of .three to seven me~bers; a~po7nted by 

decree·· to deal with :current matters, shall 6:perate in the meantime~ 

In case of emergency the Caid, after consultation with the Mud.i}\., :. may .. . . 
S}l~pend a Jema~ for ~ .period not . ex.ceeding fifteen days, and shall inform. the 

Minister of the Interior:immediately that he has done' eo. 

Article 2. -- Sessions 

1) The SheiJ:m may convene the Jemaa whenever he sees fit. He sha'l.i; 

... how~.rer,. c~vene four com~ulsory sessions: in mid-A:pril, March~ August arid ... ·. 
mid-October. ·::· · ~ · 

. : .. ' 
. He Sh~l:l also convene the Jemaa ori. request by one-third . (}f its ·i 

members or by order of '·th~ ·caid. 

2) The duration of sessions shall not be limited but should not .. · 

ordinarily exceed one 'tfeek. 

3) Notices of meetings shall be recorded. in the minutes of resolut'~pn~. 
·. . 

Each membe:.." shall receive at least three days r notice of each me'eting. 

Article 3. ~- Meetings 

The Sheikh shall preside o~er meetings. 

Meetings shall be public. 

Resolutions shall have legal effect only if the majority of the 
members are present. 

Resolutions shall be recorded .in order of date in a minute-book kept 

for that purpose. 

Every inhabitant of the village or tribe shall be entitled to consult 

the minute-book. 

Article 4. -- A member of a Jemaa shall be an elector to the Consultative Assembly. 

Article 5. -- The members of the Jemaae shall be electors in the choice of the 
Mudir. 

Article 6. -- The members of the Jemaa.s shall take ~art in determining the·: 
rate of taxation. 

Article 7. ~-The minute-book shall be inspected and signed by the Cai\. 

, II 
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ANNEX 11 

POWERS OF JEMAA 

Article · 1. -- A Jemaa may pass resolutions of three kinds: final, conditional 

and advisory. 

A final resolution ma-y embody · any measure c~~cerning the o,rdinary life 

of the village in aco?;r-dance with rights a.Ild CJlStoms, sueh as .fixing d.ates for 

sowing, · fert.ilize:tion o.f palJn tre.es, date and cereei.l harVests; ·communal work on 

crops; user end. allocation of pasture; allocation of' arable lend by agreement 

with th~ nomad confederation, rights of user of' nomad arabl e land, springs, 
. ~ . . 

agricultural implements, end tl:le ... l-+ke • 

Voluntary contributions and public vrorks (especially on road.s). · 
•• • l 0 

. · A conditional resolutlon is one '\·Thich must b~.., sub~tted to the central 

authority for approval, such as ·those concerning the admin~stra.tion of communal 

property-, e·apecially artesian ,.,~lls, re-allocations or changes in ownershi.P. of 
. . ' ·: 

plots of land, highways, to~m :planning, taxes for· the benefit qf the Village, 

and the rate .. of. ta.xatioD: ·(Harvest Commission). 

No funds whatsoever may be voted without t he approval of t he 

central. authority. 
I 

Any advisory resolution other t han a political r esolut ion shall be 

lawful. 

Article 2. ·- Appeals 

Any . itihabitant of a vill~e or member of a nomad tribe may appeal 

against a reaolut~on of the Jeirae. --

if he considers .it prejudicial or defamator1 to himself, or 

if he coneidera' it to:· conatitut~ !ID abus~ of :power. 

The Minister of the .Interior shall ·appoint a commission t o· determine 

the app~al. 
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ANNEX No • : 12 

Dur IES OF SHEDm 

The Sheikh shall be appointed for 'the same term as the Jemaa. 

Article II -- T?e Sheikh may resign on the same terms as a membe:J;' of the Jemaa. 

The Ca,id may, . on the recommendation of the Mud.ir, ··suspend the 
· .. ::' . 

Sheikh for a for~night, and ·the Minister of the Interior may _ 

suspehd him for thr~e mon~hs •. 

He may be dismissed by the Council of Ministers. 

Article III - The Sheikh shall be the representative of the village or 

nomad tri b~ • 

·He shall give effect to decisions of the . Jemaa. 

Article tv -- The Sheikh shall be an officer of the juQicial :police. 

Ha shall assist in the pursuit of criminals and thieves~ 

Article V The· Sheikh shall be a civil regiatr~. 

He shall keep the register of birtha, deaths, marriages and 
,. 

divorces. 

He may authorize a :power of atto~ey exec~ted before witnesses. 

Article VI -- The Sheikh shall cause the :procl8lllation and enforcement of 

statutes, regulations and public security measures .. 

He shall for this purpose have authority.; .ovE)r the local police. 

Article VII - The Sheikh shall drav up the registers of voters, and shall 

:prt:'lside over the polling statiop. of the village or tribe. 

Article VIII The . Sheikh shall supervise the village primS.ry school. 
' . 

Article IX-- The Sheikh may issue certain certificates to persons und~!, . his 

administration. 

Article X -- The Sheikh · shall be the agent for transmission of information, 

and for communication and execution of' orders, bet~·7een the 

Administration and the village. 
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Articl~ XI -- The Sheikh may, subject to prior approval by the Mudir, make 
" 

orders affecting the life of the village and in particular 

harvests, crops, roads and public health. 

Artiol~ XII -- The Sheikh shall.;, be an elector to the Consultative Assembly. 

Artie!~ XIII - The Sheikh shall be an elector in the choice of the Mudir. 

Articl~ XIV -- The Sheikh shall. be e. member of the Harvest Assessment 

Commission (determining rate of ta.x). 

Artiol~ XV - • Appeals alleging aotion ul tre. vires or claiming damages shall 

lie to the Minister for the Interior, who shall appoint a 

commission to determine the case. 



A..'IJNEX no 13 

PROCLAMATION No 1 ON THE CURRENCY ACT 
•" f • • • •• I! 

ad.o:pted on 17 November 1950 -that ·powers '.ohull be progre_ssivcly· 'transferred 

: · '··Whereas it is stipulated in the resolution ·of the United. Nations 

~0 
I 

the .Provi-sional Government of Libyli by the udmin1ster:tng Pmvers in ~ ~l}~r. which 

will ens~ th~t all powers at ~~oeent eze~c1a3d. ~y th~m. 3hall, by 1 January 

1952, .ha-ire been transfE;;red ·(,o the duly-constft~ted Libyan Govei'Dlrient; and. that 

the United. Nations Colliiilimsim1er, a.:ttied . and. .guided ··uy the edv:i.ce of the membe:::os of 

the Council .fo::.." Libya, Bhali :Pro)eed +,o draw ' up e. :programme, :!n co-oporation With 

the .a.dm.inister:i.ng Powers: for the t re.nsfer. o.f :pn't-rar e.a l')rov:!.ded. above: .. : - ~ ." ; .. : 
. Wher;eaa .1 t is d.esirablE;•: for exec'9-tion ?f t~? ~~id.. ¥:i.·ogramme of 

tranafer of :pm-iera, that t -he PrcYis:tone.l Go,7e:t'!J'~nen:l;. :gf ~J'P;v:a, -~~ould. be· invested 

-vri th the :pouera emnne:ca ted here ina:fte~: ~ 

Now therefore the Resiient of F~ance in the Fezzan hereby 

PROCLAIMS ae follows: 

(1) This Procla.I:Mtion shall be Emtitled Procla.rnation No. I for the 

Transfer of Powers. 

(2) The Provieion~l Government of Libya ~~all be empowered to 

:promulga.t0 and gi;··e effo3ct to an Act introducing a Libyan 

curren-:;;;r; whereupon £mch Act shall, -" ~ a ccor<iance with the 

terms thereof, tak~ effect a s a Libyan Act. 

SeJha, 12 October 1951 

The Resid.en~j of France 

(signed) CAu~ILLE 

. II 
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Letter fra.m the ~rime Minister of the ·Federal Government to the 

Resident of France in the Fezzan. 

11 October 1951 
Sir, 

I have the honour to sen~ Your Excellency herewith, for 'information, 

the text of an Act which the Prov~sion~l Government of Libya proposes to proclaim 

as soonas the necessary powersaJ:>e conferred upon it, 

The Provisional Goverrunent undert~es not to emend this Act in e:ny "!,vay 

except by agreement between the Provisional Government of Libya and the French 
' ' . . . 

and British Government's. 

I have the honour etc. 

Monsieur le Commandant CATJN.E~LLE 

Resident of France in the Fezzan 

Sebha 



- 62 -

A.NNEx No 14 

PROCLAMATION NO 2 
ON THE TRANSFER OF POWERS TO TEE PROVISIONAL FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT OF LIBYA 

.Whereas it is laid down in the Uni te(l NatiOJl.f? resolution of 

17 November· 1950 that pow~rs shall be progresei ve~ transferred .. to the 

Provia.:i.o:p,a~ G?ve~nt. of Libya py. :the administering Pmo1ers in such a manner as 
- r • ' ' ·. ' ' " 

to en&ure thlt.t all po:wers at present e4ercised l:>y them 13hall, by 1 January 1952 
.•. - . . . ' ~- . . . . . ·. . . . ~ . 

have been transferred to a duly-constituted. Libyan Government, and· tha.t the 

United Nations Commissioner, aided and guided by the advice of the members of 

the Council for Libya, shall proceed to draw up a programme, in co-operation 

v.J.th the administering Powers, for the trans.fer of power·:· as· provided above; 

Whereas by a .resolution dated. 18 August 1.951 the .Libyan Nationa.J., 

Assembly has approved the powers to be vested in the Federal Government of; 

Libya and the powers to be vested in the provincial Governments; 

Whereas, in accordance with the programme for the transfer of powers 

and with the aforesaid resolution of the Libyan National Assembly, it is ~ 

desirable that those powers should be transferred to the Provisional Gove~nt 

of Libya as hereinafter provided; and 

Whereas the Resident of France in the Fezzan has authority to carry 

, out this transfer, the Government of the Fez zan having been coneulted wHh 

respect to matters w1 thin its competence and having given its consent'; 

Now therefore the Re.sident of France in the Fezzan 

·PROCLAIMS that --

(1) This Proclamation shall be entitled Proclamation No. 2 for the 

Transfer of Powers. 

(2) Power is transferred by these presents to the ?rovision~l 

Gover.oment of Libya to conclude financial agreements with the 

ad:ministering Pol.,ers for the purpose of enabling the transfer 

of nelr powers, and to do any executive .or legislative act 

necessary to give effect to auch agreements. 

(3) The Provisional Government of Libya shall possess exclusive' 

COI!lJ:)etence and legislative ana executive pm-Ters with respec.t 

to the following matters: 
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I . The establishment, constitution, pm~ers and functions of 

a Public AUthority for development and atabilization, ' and 

of a Libyan finance office or company; 

II. Natioriali ty; 

III • Money mark'ete; 

IV. Information and statistics within the competence of the 

Provisional Government; 

v·. Officers. of the Provisional Government; 

VI, Real }.')roperty of the Provisional Government; 

VII. Co-operation between the Provisional Government and the 

provinces in matters concerning the work of the criminal 

police; the establishment ~f a ·central criminal police 

office 1 and the pursuit of international criminals; 

VIII. Teaching in universities and other higher educational 
. . 

establishments; regulations concerning diplomas. 

(4) (1) With regard to the matters mentioned in paragraph (2) of the 

present article, · the promulgation o.f legislation shall fal;L vrithin 

the competence of the Provisional Government, and enforcement 

thereof so far as is applicable to the Fezzan shall remain within 

the competence of the Government of the Fezzan acting under the 

supervision of the Provisional Government: 

(2) The matters aforesaid shall be the following: 

I. Weights and measures; 

II. All forma of insurance; 

III. The general judicial organization of the State; 

IV. Civil, commercial and penal legislation; civil and 

penal procedure; regulation of the legal profession; 

V. Literary, artistic and industrial property, inventions, 

patents, trade marks and trade names; 

VI. Newspapers, books, printing and broadcasting; 

VII. AJ.l matters concerning the national flag and anthem; 
:public holidays; 

VIII. Conditions of practice of liberal, scientific and 

technical professiohs; 
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IX. General educational ~olicy; 

, : X .• An·t~quitiea, ·archaeological sites, and all muaeufus, 

libraries and othe~ institutions declared to be of 

~tional importance by a statute promulgated by the 

Pr9vieionai Government; 

XI. P~blic Health, and co-ordination of matters 

re.lating thereto; 

XII. Quarantine and quarantine hospitals; 

XIII. Permission to practise medicine and other professions 

related to public health. 

Sebha, 12 Ootober, 1951 

The Resident of France 

(signed) CAUNEILLE 
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