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Dn'RODUCTION 

1. General Assembly resolution 218 (III), adopted on 3 November 1948, in. 

:paragraph 4 (c) invites the Secretary-General to p:rep:1re for tl1e General 

Aarombly and for any S:r;ecial Committee which the General Assembly tiny appoint, 

annuc.l SU!llt18.rles of any mterial which the Members tuay have voluntarily 

transmitted under the optional catecor-.r of the Standard Form. 

2. The optional category of .the StanG.a:rd Form contains e.s 1r.ain head~.ngs: 

A. Geography; B. History; c. People; D. Goverr.crr.ent; a.11d E. ITuman Righte. 

Volume II of the Surnrr.ariee and Anal,.vsea of Information 'l'ransmitted to tho 

Secretary-General during 1949 cont-3-ins a complete summary <?f the information 

herett,,fore transmitted under the oo head:i.ngs. Volmre II concerning information 

tra:1srnitted durinc 1950 sumnarizes additional i.nfonnat:i.on received in the ~onrse 

of that year. 

3. In 19511 the following Herr.bers voluntarily trans:nitted. information under the 

optional catesory of the Standard Form: Australia, Denmark, I~et.herl:J.:r:.ds, ancl 

the Ur.ited States of America. The following ~IX'::.· is a swn.TTiary of this 

infolm::J.tion in cases where for the r:eriod cove :rod changes were recorded in the 

infolm:J.tion previously tmns:ni tted. !my information tranemi tted under the 

heading of Hunan Rights has been sunii!larized for the Special Comr.itteo in 

applico.tion of the provisions of General Asrombly 1'13 solution 446 (v). 

JmS"J..'PALIA 

Pa-pua 

4. The :Pa'Pua and New Guinea Act, 1949, crune into force on 1 July 1911-9. It 

docl<.:res that tho intention of the Commonwealth rarliar.:t3nt is that the identity 

and sta.tus of the Territory of :Parma as a possession of the Grovn, and the 

identity and status of the Territor.r of Now Guinea as a Trust Territory shall 

continuo to bo maintained. The Act provides for the govorrl!lent of t.he tw·o 

Torr5.tories in an Administrative Union, and for an Executive Council and 

Legislative Council for the Territory of :Papua and New Guinea. 

5. The Executivo Cour£11 consists of not loss than nine officers of the 

Territory appointed by, and to hold office during, the pleasure of.the . 

Gcvernor-Goneral of Auatral:ta.-

6. The Act rea.kea provision 'for a legislative Ccuricil to consis1/of 29 .membl;3rs 

/as follows: 

/ 
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aa follo1-rs: (a) The Administrator; (b) Sixteen officers of the 'Territory 

(to be knovm ae official members); (c) Three non-official n:embers of 

~ualifications to be fixed by Ordinance and elected by electors of the Terr~tor. ; 

(d) Three non .. official members rep:reoonting the interests of the Christian 

.r.ussions in the Territory; (e) Three non-official Native memoors; and (:t) Three 

other non-offlcial members. 

7. The Papua-Ne\'1 Guinea Act provides that the legislati-;e· Council shall 

commence to function on a date to be fixed by Proclamation as soon ae practicable 

after the expiration of one yoar after the col!1Jr£mcement of the Act. Until the 

Iogislative Council is functioning, the Gover:lor··G-:me.;:·al may tnke Ordinances 

for the y;oo.ce, order and good gave ri1l1Je nt of the rre r:ci t ory. 

Gree r.J.and 

8. The Parliament of De:nma.rk1 'by Act of 27 Nay 1950, gave effect t.o a number 

of the proposals of the Greenland C0rnmlas::.on in respect of the r>.dminiatr:-::.tive 

and political organization~ of Greenland. 

9. A Colonial Governor has been ap!JOintod. He replaces the ttro Provinc:: :l.al 

Governors P..nd will be president of the new Colonial Council. The Colonial 

Council consists of 13 members elected by the populat::.on and the Colonial 

Governor. Subject to certain exceptions, all mon end woraen 23 years of age a.T!d 

over who are Danish subjects ;rith p7rmenent re s:J.C:ance in th<J Torri tory for not 

less than six months immediately prior to an election, are entitleo. to vote in 

the elections for nambers of the Colonial Council and local Councils. All 

electors are eli&rible for me:rJbership in the Colonie.l Cou:1cil and loce.l Councils, 

for a fcurhyoar term. Tho first elections 'LU'der the r.ew franchire we1-e held in 

the rummer of 1951~ 

10. The administrative districts have been I'eorganized. The Territory is no1·t 

divided into \festern, Eastern, and Eorthern Groenln.'"ld. The district of 

We stern Greenland comprises the fo:rmer Southern Greenland anc! a large IXlrt of . 

what was fonn.erly Northern Greenland. In this new district adll'.inistration will 

be directod by the Colonial Council 'a..'"ld si:z.."teen IDeal Councils. Under the Act, 

all :t;Ietropolitan legislation rolat:tng solely to Greenland must be placed before 

the Colonial Council for its consideration· and re'Port before submission to tho 



"R:!.gsdag" (Danish Pa.rli:ur.ent). T.he Act al,I?O provides that the Greer!land Colonia]. 

Council may nominate to the Greenland. Committee in the "Ri.gsdn.g11 two persons 

vrho were or e.re n:.enbcrs of the Colonial Council. 

11. In 1950, a bill uas pro :pared for an Administration of Justice . Act for 

Greenland, applicable to both Danos <:tnd Greenlanders.. The Act will provide for 

(a) . th~ oowrance of Judie ial and Executive pmrers; (b) tho establislJillent of a 

police sorvicej (c) the use of the Gl"eenland and Dnnish lan~uagus in tho 

Greenland Courts, the meetings of which are to be held in public; and (d) the 

right of appeal in both civil and criminal matwrs, to .higher courts, including 

the Danish Suprema Court. 

KETIBRL\NDS 

Netherlands New Gui:uea 

12. The infom.ation l'Ofers to the mgotiatim1e bet-ween the Goverr,znents of 

Indonesia and the Netherlands in December 1950.. No agreement being reached, , the 

sta~ue of the Territory remains unchangedG 

13. The New· Gninoa Council, provldod in the constitt:tional provisions as a 

co-legislative organ, has not as yet been catablishod, since at p1~sent the 

rop1~sentativos of the population are deemed to have an insufficient knowlodrJO 

and exrerience of tho techn:J.que of lesislative bodies. In order to ror::.€ dy this 

tloficiency, three advieory _councils havo been c.ut up on a lo1·ror level, ona for 

each of the c1iatricts of North, i-Test anCl South Ne:w Gui~;ea. In theoo councils 

the number of indigonous re-pre mntatives exceeds tho number of ot:i10r mom:...O.t.·s. · 

In addition a council has been created to etdvioo the Government on all 

educational matters cf a eocin.l mtnre, vrhich aro considered to be of importance 

for the indigenous community. In this ''Council for tho Education of the Peo:!_)le" 

the missiona.cy societies alB particularly rapl"'eOOntod; one 1!10mber is a 

representative of the Papuan population. 

UNITED sr.~\TES oF· .Al--JERICA 

Alaska 

14. In 19501 a Bill provicUng for statehood for Alaska was pat.m9d by the United 

States Rouoo of Re:Pre sentative a but failed to roach the Sa nate for a ction. 

American Samoa 

15. The a~inistrative responsibility for .American Sat".oa was trcll1sferl'ed from 

/the Secretary 
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the Secretary of the Navy t6 the· Secretary of the Interior, effective 1 July 1951. 

Organic legislation, lThich lrould confer United States citizenship upon Samoans 

and provide by Federal la'\<r for the structure and po~·rers of the torri torial 

government is now being coneirJered by the COJ:1gross of the United States. At 

the South Pacific Cozlference held, in Suva, Fiji, 25 April~5 Na.y 1950, American 

Samoa was represented by a delegation of S8!noun representatives, 

Guam -
16. The .t~nsfer of tho administrat:lon of the island of Guam from tho Socretar-.Y 

. . 

of the Navy to the Secretary of the Interior took effect on l August 1950. In 

p:re:paration for this transfer, military persormel oorving with the .GoverliD~ent. of 

Guam had ~eon :replaced by civilian personnel. On ·2 September 1949, t..'IJ.e ·first 

civilian governor of Guam was ap}?Ointed. 

17. The Organic Act for Guam, which 1:ras pasood by th9 Congress of the United 

States on 1 August 1950, provides a civil government for Guam consisting of 

three branches - E::cecutive, Legislative and Judicial; raises Guam's status to an 

unincorporated Territory of the United States; and declares Guanta.nians to be 

United States citizens. The Governor heads the executive branch of the Government, 

Iegiolative rower is vested in a single house of not more than twenty-one n:embers 

to be elected at lar~. Provision is !T'..ade for the establishment of a Jl'ederal 

Court to be designated the District Court of Guam. Other administrative changes 

included the plan for the establishment of an Office of land !v".lllnagement which 

'\<rill include the p:re oont !and Transfer Board. 

Hawaii --
18. In preparation for the admission of the Territory aa a State of the Union, 

the Territorial I.egislaturc provided for the holding of a Constitutional 

Convention to formulate a constitution for the future State of Hawaii. The 

Convention, elected on 11 February and 21 :t-hrch 1950 during the primary and 

final elections respectively, tr.ot on 4 April 1950, and, in a tlu"ee-month period 

of deliberation, drafted a constitution, vThich was to be submitted to the 

electonita for ratification at the General Election of 7 November 1950. 

Meanwhile, the Statehood Bill, having passed the United States Houoo of 

Representatives on 7 March 1950, was before a Se:r..ate Committee for consideration. 

19. Of the est,ims.ted civilian population of 467,711 in 1950, 141,319 mgistered 

as voters, or approximately 30 per cent of the Territory's population. At the 

/1950 general 
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1950 general election, 118,704 persons voted, being 84 per cent of all persons 

registered. 

Puerto Rico _-.......;.;.....-.;.;.;..,;.. 

20. The follovring statement is . made in the 1nfonmti6n t.ranenitt.ed: 

ttThe extent of the self-G'OVornment enjoyed by tho IBOple of the 
Terri tory is illustrCLted by a Congrues:!.onal Act . of 3 July 19501 by the 
.te1ma of which t.'l1.e United St.9.tea rocoGniaoe the .right of the p3ople of 
Puerto Rico to write their ovn constitution ar,d to orgunize a goverrcrnent 
of their orm cl1ooains. By a referendum the Territory will accept or reject 
this Act. If accepted, an olectton will be held to choose the rsrsons 
to frame the territorial constitution, which will f:tnally be submitted 
to the Uni_ted State a Congro ss for approval." 

Virgin IslandEJ ---·-- ·--·-
21. On 24 1<1arch 1950, the f1rst Vil-gin Islar~der vas inaugurated ae Governor • 

..... _ 




