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Bote by the Secretery-General: The Secretary-General has the honour:

. Yo trensmit to the Members of the Generzl Assembly resolution No. 97
~of the General Council of the Intermationzal Refugse Orgsnization,
adopted =t 1ts 93rd mesting on 27 Cctober 1951, together with .the
communication to which it refers.

TEXT OF RESOLUTION NO. 97 OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL

The Gemeral Council of the International Refugee Organization,

_Bsar*ng in mind. -

the invitetion of the General Assembly of the United NatlonS; contained in -
ﬂﬂ%embly resolution h30 (V) of 14 December 1950, to transmit to it a communication
on tne problemeg of =ssistance to refugees,

Having roviewed

| the vesidual problems which will remein a2t the termination of the activities
of the Wnternational Refugee Orgenizetion,
Rssolves o
0 request the Director-Genersl to trensmit the attached communicetion on 1t5

benalf to the General fAssembly of the United Hetions, for considesration at ita
gixth sesgsion.
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COMMUNICATION TO THE CGENERAL 4SSEMBLY CF THE UNITHD NATICHS

1. The GéheralLCQungil of the Internaticnal Refugee Crganizaticn, in response

to the invitation contained in maragraph 2 of resolution 430 (V) adopted by the
Genarai”Aesembly-of the United Hetions on 1k December 1950, transmits the
folloving comrunication.  This cormunication doss not conatitute o final report
of the Organization, but aime sclely to supply informaticn to the General Assenbly
for the purpose of sssisting the Assgembly in its sxaminetlion of the problem oI
assistence to refugess.

N

2. The General Council of the Internationel Refupee Organization at its

elghth sessicn {Ooctober 1951) determined that it had sufficisnt iunds avallabls

to continue opsrations until 1 Jenuary 1952, end thet if zdditicnal asests erising
out of opereticns ere realized, it may provs posgible o zmssist and to re-establish
soveral additional thoﬁsﬁﬁ€ refué6es in Jammary and Fedbruary, 1952, The
Organization hes alrsady repatriatsd and ressttled in excess of a million
refugses . and will have meds reasonably satisfactory provimion for approximately
k7,000 refugees and their depencento, by the end of 1951, who, because of age or
infirmity, require permanent inatitutional or cther forme of cars. The problem
of agsisiance to refugess in all territoriess vhere they have been cstablished,
both in Europe and overseas, nas been satlsfactorily solved, thanks either to good
conditions of employment in those countries or to the willingness of ths recelving
governments to nelp the refugses.

3. It can now be anticipated, however, that in spite of all sfforis which the
Organizetion has made or will meke before %termination, limited numbers of

roefugees vill remaln In certain areas whose problems, in the Judegment of the
Genersl Couneil, will not have boen satisfzotorily resolved.

%, The Organization has devoted swecial attentlon to the resolution of ithe
problems of refugeee in the arcas dcecribed in this communicetion, dut, because

of limltations of time and rescurces and the presence of other fectors in the
aituations set forth in this communication, must report that certmin rsfugees will
remain in thelr present arsas of residsnce, facing doubtiul prospects of achiewving
assimil&tion‘or self-maintensnce in the immedlate future. Generally speaking,
the conditicne under which they remein do not offer opportunitiss for the future;
in some areas the level of sconomic wetivity is inadsquate ©o meet the requirements

of ths indigenous porulation, snd in consequence refugess pressnting cleims for

/assintance
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esplstance on purely humanitarian grounds cannot be integrated in the local | |
sconomies; in other areas the refugces arc unwelcome where they now are on
pol1tlcal groun&s hut unable to depart, or local measures for -thelr relief or -

institutione for their care are unaVallable or insdequate.

EURCEE
'Gsrmgny
5, " Tn Germany the presence and conbinuing. influx. of large numuvers of Tefugees
of Cerman evhnic origin, the shortages of heusing necessitatling the residence of
substential numbers ip couwps, unemployment and unbalance in the local economy make
the essimilation of refugses formerly under TRO cars difficult. Of 140,000 TR0
refugees remaining in that country, 60,000 may be considersd to be sabics factorily .
established, vwhile the remalning 80,000 desiring emigration, have been unable for
verious reasons to quelify for rssetblement snd must,_therefore; seck assimilation
in Germany. Tﬁe'in&igent among the létter_group not only constlituts a burden upon
public relisf rolle but preéebt a problem which straine the capacity of vdluntaﬁy‘i
agencize to meet. Al+hbvgh the éituation of réfugees in general tends to lmprove,
with the rising level of the German economy, progrose in this direction is:slow and
congsequently the conditions under whlch the refugees live are not considered to be

wholly satlsfactory.

hustria

6. Approximately 2k ,000 refugees heretofore. under - tHe care ‘of IRO vill fémain in
Austria, some of whom vill deeire emigration. Austria has also received large |
numbers of refugems af German ethnic origin end.suffere from over-population, a'
shortage of houslng and unemployment. The refugess remaining in Austria will,

therefore, face grest difficultiss in achieving assimilatiqn end galf -dependence. -

Italv

Te The Presence in Italy of Eh DOO rcfugceU within the mandats of ths IRC presents
a very serious proolem on account of the alrsady existing considerable cxcess of
manpower dus 30 the natural Iincrease in the population. The Italisn que;nment,
vhich has to face the unemployment of ita own population, is, consequently, not in

a pogition to offer sither assiétance Qr_eﬁ@loyment to these refugees who, therefore;

would prefer to emigrate if they wore offered the poesibility of doing so0..

| /friesﬁe
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Trisstc

€. The Inkernatiocnsl Refugee Organizetion hee mads intensive offorts 1o resettle
refugess sntsring the Free Territory of Trieste, but.some 7,000 will remain

eveiting diepogition after the Organizetion cesses opsrations. Qf thess, B0V,
incinding versons suffering from tuberculosisg end other.sericug llluesaes, wregent
problems of eontinuing cere. Some of these refugsss are housed in Allied Military
Government Camps and others are living iu over-crowded privats housing. These
refugees ares under the administretion of the Allisd Militery Authorities, but thb -
exnense of bheLr care is borns by the “tallen Government. Moreover, the fluow oF
refugpcs ¢nto Tricste cuntinues at ) rate sllghtly in sxcees of dapavturss fr"m o

the drea._

Gre ece

. In Greece, although the TRO has endeavoured during ths yean to resetlile asi
meny ee possible of the refugses within its mendate, 1t has not heen possible for
thess rosettlement operations to keop pace with the rate of arrivale of new
refugess, . The Government of Greece is deing sverything in -ite power to improve-ff
con@itions'for them, but it already has to provide for the refugees of Greek -
nationality orIQreek gthnic origin whoss presence in the country in.large numbers .
i$<thssresﬁlt_of the disturbed conditvions prevailing on its northern fromtiers.

In view Qf thé country's very limited regources and the dAifficult sconomic:
gituation it has to face, Grsece will be unebls to @bsorb political refugece f
fsreign origin, It is therefors expected that sonme 4,500 rbftgees reglstered .
with the TRO ill still not have been eqtablished by the time the Organlaation;f

ceuses tv sxlst, and will consequently Tind themselves in a very difficult POSlthn-

Turkey . “ |

10, The situation of approximately 300 refugeesﬁin Turkey will continueg t2 be one
of ingecurity. Internel resources for thelr care are unavailable, and Turkey is
already boset by the influx of large numbers of refugees of Turkish origin from

Bulgzria.

Svein end Portugeal

1ll. - The Organization hes been unable -tornegotiste with the Spanish Government
setigfactory living arrangemente for approximatsly 500 refugees in Spain. OF
these, fifty have been receiving assistanes from the IR0 which will be discontinned

on its termimation..
/12. Tne
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12, The Orgenization has aleo failed to make'satisfactory arrangements with
respect to 100 refugees remaining inm Portugal. They will be umable to secure work

and residencs permits and will face an uncortaln future.

New Refugees

13. Tt iz estimated that from.l,QCO to 1,500 refugees are entering Germany,
kustria, Turkey, Grsece, Trieste and Italy Trom Fastern European countries monthly,
Their impact is felt.also in nearly svery country of Westerm Europe,.whers
political asylum is an eatablished tradition. In all of the aveas of initlal
recepticn resources for their care are inadeguate and many of these refugees must
move on weatward to find opportunities for o iivelihood. Tais continuous influx
underlines the permanent characier of $he refugee problem, Tarticularly in Furope,
vwhich has been a matbter of cormcerm to international bodies ever since the end of

the First Vorld War,

MIDILE EAST
1k, In spite of the best eiforts of the Organization with the sesistance of
selection missions ssnt to the area by three countries of reception, 250 refugees
within the mandate of the IR0 vemain in the Middle Hast, of whom 90 are receiving
maintenancs assistance Trom the IRO which will be discontinued by 1 Japuary 1952,
The countries of tho Middle Fugt alroady'ovefburdeﬂad with problems of Palestinian
refugees are vnable tc assist IRO refugees, and local facilities for their relief

are unavellable,

FAR EAST
China _ k .
15. The sitwation of refugees iﬁ Chiina oauéés the greatest concern. There
remain therc about 5,000 refugees of Huropean origin, 2,000 of whom are at present
recelving cars and maintensnce from the IR0, TFour hundred of these will require
continuing institutional care because of thelr age, illness or other disabllity,
The nuaber of refugees recuiring assistance will inevitably increase as the present
reagources of the persons concerned are “Irvinlshing. In spite of the efforts of
the Organization no authority or private agency or group has so far accepted
reaponasibllity for the assgistance of these refugees when the IKO will have
disappesred, If no assistance ig given to them they will undouvbtedly be iIn a most

despsrate sitwation,
v /Philippine Islands
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Philinpine Telends

16, In 1949 the ?h;lippiné Govsernment, at the request of the 1RO, offered
temporary asylunm tb 5,500 refugees from.Shanghai on the condition that the
Oréanizaticn would eventually remove them to other aresas. The IRC has zutceeded in
regettling 5,350 refugees from this group. There will resmain 150 refugses on the
Island of Samar, many of whom requirs institutional care. The Orgsnizaticn hag |
‘found it impossible to place this residual group eléewhere. In view of its
previoua cbmmitment, the Organization will sndeavour in the time remaining to make
the_bést arrangements possible; hut the succesz of this sifeort remalna in doubt at
this time. '

CONCLUSIONS

17. Tt must bs borne in nmind that in most of the countries mentioned above the
sltustion of réfugees coming within the mendats of the IRD is rendered precarious
by the large numbsrs of refugess or other pereons sntering these arsas, who,

wnile outslide the scope of the competsncs of the IRC, at the seme iime reduce con-
slderably the opportunities of housing and employment =zvailable o rofugses undsr
the protection of the Organization.

18, In considering these residual problems for which it is not sxpectsd that
satisfactory scluticns will bhe found befors the terminaticn of IRC operations, the
representatives of the Member Governﬁénts at the Eighth Sesslon of the General
Council wers not prepared to present fbe positicn of their Governments as to measures
which might bte taken, in further sfforts to remelve those problems by the

General Assembly.

19. HNevertheless, they are agresd that, although the problems inhsrent in the
gitvation as here set out are clearly not of sufficient magnitude to Jjustify the
maintenanco of the TRC, they are so grave in iterms of humen suffering that tThey

call for urgent consideraziion by the United Nations.





