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REPATRIATION OF GREEK CHILDREN
Lotter debted 11 September 1951 from the Permenent Representative

of Greece to the Unlted Natlons, addressed to the
Secrétagg-@anaral of the United Wationg .

New York, 11 September 1951

It is a matter of sad lromy thet’ thoge who' have conglstently flauted the
moral anﬁ‘legal subhority of the Genevael Assembly in a humanitarian qﬁeetibﬁ‘sucl
es the repatrlation of the abducted Grésk'ohildran, ere ¢ynically lnvoking, in &
note clrculeted as document A/lSTl, the relevant resolutlon in order to promote
thelr questionsble ends,. Though any elaboratieon on Cominfoimist moral stendarde
in international intercourse ls by nov superfluous, I think it necessary o ralec
a point of subsbance touchsd upon by the Soviet communicetion under reference.

Resolution 193 € (IXI) adopted by the Goneral Assembly, in its third regulay
seasion explicitly “"recommends the return to Greece of Greel children at present
away from their homes vhen the children, their father or thelr mother, or, in
hls or her absence, their closest relative, express a wlsh %o that effect".

Resolution 288 B (IV) adopted by the General Assembly, in 1te fovrth sesslon.
also provides "for the early return to their homes of the children in adcordence
with the aforementioned resolution™, It refers to the "repabtriation of Greek
children", the etymologlcal meaning of the word “"repatriation” being return td
the nutive land,

Resolubion 382 ¢ (V) adopted by the present General Asgembly is based on the
two proviocus ones and calls for thelr Implementation,

Accordingly the Soviet Invocation of the "Genesral Assembly resolution on the
guestion of Gresk children" for the "return of children end close relatives who
are noy ln Yugoslavia to their parents nand relatives residing in Czechoslovakia“,
beside being a plece of proposterous hypocrisy, runs counter %o the splrit and
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letter of resolutions 193 ¢ (III), 288 B (IV) and 382 € (V).

The restoration of gome Gresk children formerly held in ¥Yuposlavia to thelr
prarents, who had in the meantine emigrated tu Australie, has nobt been effected
in contravention to the relevent resolutions of the Genersl Assembly. Ao a
mettor of fach the return of these children o thelr familfes in Ausbrella was
accomplished efter previous sgreement with the Gresk Government and on the basis
of freely submitted requests, '

I leave 1t to the reader to gauge ‘the degree of freedon of will enjuyed by
the signers of the requeats enuuerated in the Soviet note, wlth the =ole
indicatlon thet these hepless persons have also been fcrc*bly ebducted frqm thotir
homes In Gresce by commmnict guerrilles, - '

I yould be grateful to Your Excallency if 'jrbu were kind erough to cavas
this letter to be clrculated es & Gongral Asseubly documsnt.. |
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Creece bo the United latlons
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