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BEPATRIATION OF GREFK CBILDEEN

Communication dated 11l Ociobar 1951 from the Permanent
Mission of the Federal People’s Republic
of Yugoglavia to the United Nations,
addresced to the Secrotery-General

New York, 11 October 1951

The Permanent Miesion of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia to the
United Nations presents 1ts compliments to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations 'and has the honour to cell his attention to the following:

Under resolutione 153 C(IIT}, 282 B{1V) and 382 C(V) of the General
Azssembly, all Memboer State: and Ftetwss where Greck refugee children are now
living were reguestbd tc take all the necessary steps, In co-operation with the
Secretary-General and ths Intermatlional Red Cross, with a view to the sarly
return of these children to thelr parents. In pursuance of these resclutions
and prompted primarily by consldsrations of huménity, the Government of the
Federal Pecple's Republic of Yugoslavia hes thrcugh the Yugoslav Red Cross
taken astion towards the solutibn of this problem,

The Government hes granted to the representatives of the Inmternational
Committee of the Red Cross and to the Leaéue of Red Crocs Societles, as well as
to the reprecentatlves of other internmational institutions, permigslon to visit
the homes in which these chlldrsn are housed., They were thus given the
opportunity of witnessing all the love and zood will with which these children
are treated in Yugoelavia and the efforis that have been made to better the
conditicns into which they vere brought, being left without parents and
nrotection,

The Govermment of the Federal People's Republic of Yugosiavia had

communicated in 1950 throusgh the Intermetional Jommittee of the Red Cross, the
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condltions under which the returm of these children to thelr parents would be
carried out and, upon acceptance of these conditions by the Greek Red Cross,
the repatriation of the children, for whom the proper applications had been
recelved from pavents, was begun, '

From November 1950 to May 1951, 289 children were repatriated in three
transports while, Iin the same perlod, fifty-six children wers sent to Austrells,
three tc Canada and one to France, The repatrietion of children to Greece is
contlinuing.

However, in addition to these children, there are also Greek childrean in
Yugoslavia whose parents ere living in Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakie, Polend,
Hungary and Romania, The Govermment of the Federal Peoplets Republic of
Yugoslavia, anxious %o comply fully with the recommendations of the aforementioned
resolutions of the Generel Assembly of the United Nations, has taken all the
necessery steps for the retumm of these children to thelr parents too. For this
purpose, the Yugoslav Red Cross hes requested thet, with regard to ell these
children for whom the lists of epplications from parents were sent from the
ebovementioned countries, whether directly or through the Intemmatlional Committee
of the Red Crosg, the original applications of the parents be sent to it through
the League of Red Cross Socleties as required under the aforementioned resolutions
of the United Natioms General Assembly, However, no reply to this request has to
date been received. In addition, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal
People's Republic of Yugoslavia has in its note Br, 44218 of 4 March 1950 and by
repcatedly epproaching the Czechoslovak Embassy in Belgrade on the subject,
endeavoured to solve the question of the deperture of children whose parents ave
in Czechoslovakia from the Federal People!s Republic of Yugoslavia, but without
&ny success bPecanse no reply has been received o these requesta, '

The Government of the Federal Peoplets Republic of Yugoslavia has, as can
be seen, done all within 1ts power, in co-tperation with the International
Committee of the Red Cfoss and with the League of Red Cross Socleties, and In
compliance with the General Aassembly resolutloms, to arrange for the return of
the children who had fled from Greece and are now in Yugoelavia,

On the other hand, the Government of the Federal Pecple's Republic of
Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav Red Cross have also endeavoured to' gecure the return

Jof the children
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of the children now In Albanie, Bulgarie, Poland, Czechoglovakis, Hungary and
Romenla to thelr perents in Yugoslavis, bd‘h without suceess, The Yugoalav Réd
Cross has, as far back as September 1950, sent & letter, Br. 3958 of 7 September
1950, to the League of Red Cross Socleties in Geneve listing the applications
of the parents for the returm of 2,509 children from the aforementiomed countries,
that is, from Albeania 32 children, Bulgaria 4, Czechoglovekia 649, Hungery 6L5,
Poland 592, Romania 585. The League of Red Cross Socleties has, in its letter
k4/53, informed the Yugoslav Red Cross Society that all these lists have been
forwarded to the Red Cross societles of the above-mentioned countries., In spite
of repeated urging, no replies from the Red Cross societies of these countries
to the lists of applications of the peremts have been received by the League,
Any further effort for the return of the children to their parents, now living
in Yugoslavia, has thus been rendered impoésible. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslevia has tried to settle the question
of repatriation of these children by directly approaching the representatives of
the above-mentionsd countries, but without success, because these notes too,
remained unanswered with the sole exception of the reply from the Czechoslovak
Embassy in Belgrade, stating that this question should be dealt with through the
International Committee of the Red Cross. (Notes of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Br. 420658 of T December 1549),
' The Government of the Federsl People's Republic of Yugoslavia ig of the
opinion that a final solution of the question of the return of Greek refugee
children whose parents are in Yugoslavia is long over-due, and the Secretary-
General 1s requested to call upon the Governments of Albania, Hungary, Poland,
Romenia, Czechogplovakis and Bulgaria to take the necessary action, in eccordance
with the resolutions of the Generml Assembly, for the yeturn of the children
now in those countries, and who have been sought through the Leegue of Red Cross
Societies, to thelr parents in Yugoslavia,

The Permanent Misgion of the Federasl People's Republic of Yugoslevia to the
United Netlons has the honour to request that this note be circulated as a documer
of the Generel Assembly,
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